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0f the Terra Aufiralis, p. 140-

TO what I have faid concerning the Terra
Auftralis,  fhall add, that, witkiin thefe few years,
new attempts have been made to difcover it, and
that fome points of it have been found after de-
parting either from the Cape of Good Hope, ot
from the Ifle of France; but that thefe new
voyagers have uniformly met with thick fogs,
fnow, and ice, in the 46th or 47th degree of
South latitude. ~ After converfing with fome of
thefe voyagers, and colleting all the informa-
tion I could derive from other fources, I per-
ceived that they all agreed with regard to this
fa, and that they found ice in much lower la-
titudes than is to be met with in the northern
hemifphere. The
fogs in the fame latitudes where they found ice,
though it was fummer in thefe climates at the
time the experiments were made. It s, there=
fore, extremely probable, that, below the soth
degree, it will be in v ch for temperate
countries in the fouthern hemifphere, where the
freezing cold is much farther extended than in
the northern. The thick fog is produced by
the prefence ot neighbourhood of the ice. This

fog
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fog confifts of minute patticles of fnow, which
are fufpended in the air, and render it obfoure:
Tt often accompanies the great floating maffes of
ice, and reigns perpetually in frozen regions.
Befides, the Britith have lately failed round
ew Holland as well as New Zealand. Thefe
fouthern countries are more extenfive than the
whole of Europe. New Zealand is divided into
feveral iflands ; but New Holland ought rather
to be regarded as a part of Afia, than as an ifland:
belonging to the Southern Continent ; for New:
Holland is only feparated from the land of the
Papous, or New Guiney, by & narrow ftrait, and
the whole Archipelago, which extend fouthward
from the Philippine ifles, as far as the country of
Arnhem in New Holland, and toward the weft
and fouth, as far Sumatra and Java, appears
to belong as much to the Continent of New Hol-
land, as to the fouthern parts of Afia.
ptain Cook, who ought to be regarded as
the greateft navigator of this age, and to whom
we are indebted for an infinite number of new dif~
coveries, has not only given a chart of the coafts
of Zealand and New Holland, but has likewife
explored an immenfe tra& of the fouth fea in
the neighbourhood of America. He departed
from the fouth point of Atherica on'the goth of
January 1769, and ke traverfed  great part of
the ocean wader the Goth degree, wi
vering any land

ot difeo-
Trom Captein Cook’s -chart
4 we
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we may perceive the great extent of fea w'hic.h
he explored ; and his traét demonfirates, that, it
any lands exif in this parc of the globe, they muft
be far removed from the Continent of America ;
for New Zealand, which is fituated l?sn\'enn the
35th and 4sth degrees, is very diftant from
America.  But it is fiill to be hoped, that
other navigators, following the trac of Captain
Cook, will traverfe the fouthern ocean under the
Soth degree, and that they will difcover whether
thefe immenfe regions, which extend more than
two thoufand leagues, confift of land or of fea.
However, 1 do not imagine that the_fomhcm
regions, beyond the soth degree, are_ic tempe-
rate that any advantage could be derived to us
from the difcovery of them.

v.

Cuncerning the Invention of the Mariner’s Com=

pafss pe 153

WITH regardto the invention of theMariner's
Compafs, 1 have to add, that, from the tefti-
mony of Chinefe authors, of which M. le Roufe
and M. de Guignes have made an abridgment,
it appears to be certain, that the polarity of the
magnetic needle has been very anciently known
to the inhabitants of China, The figure of (I}cﬁ:
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firlt compaffes was thofe of a man, who turned
upon a pivot, and whofe right arm pointed to
the fouth. The time of this invention, accord-
ing to certain Chinefe chronicles, was 171§ years
before the Chriftian ra, and, according to others,
2700*. But notwithftanding the antiquity of
this difcovery, it does not appeat that the Chinefe
had ever derived from it the advantage of
making long voyages:

Homer, in the Odyffey, tells us, that the
Greeks employed the loadftone to dire@ their
navigation when they went to befiege Troys
and this @ra is nearly the fame with that re~
corded in the Chinefe Chronicle. Hence we
can 1o longer doubt, that the diretion of the
loadftone toward the pole, and even the ufe of
the mariner’s compafs in navigation, were known
to the ancients at leaft three thoufand years agos

V.
Of the diftovery of Anicrica, p. 155

To what I faid, p. 155: cohcerning the difco=
very of America, a critic of more judgment than
the author of Leitres & un Américain, has ac~
cufed me of doing a kind of injury to the me=
mory of fo great a man as Chriftopher Colum=

* See PExtrait des Annales dé la China, par Mrs. Roufe
and de Guigass.
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