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Once there was and once there was not a (gentleman^ who ra ised  a 

(Xousfet. 1 When the louse became b ig  and fa t ,  the gentleman k ille d  i t ,  

skinned i t ,  and n a iled  i t s  hide to  the door* He hadl a b eau tifu l

Cdaughter^ and he declared that he would g iv e  h is  daughter's hand in  

(fm arraigfrjto  whoever guessed the type o f sk in  n a iled  to  the door.

The young men o f the land heard about the gentlem an's declara tion , 

and they a l l  gathered to  t r y  th e ir  luck on the skin« One by one they 

passed by the door o f the gentleman's house and guessed the skin to  be 

that o f  a sheep, a goat, an ox, a horse, and just about a l l  the known 

anim als, but none o f them guessed c o rre c tly .

The daughter watched, the young men pass and f a i l  a t the door. There 

was a young man she was in  love w ith . When she saw him coming, she wrote 

the correct h ide id e n tific a tio n  on a p iece o f ( ja p e r )and threw i t  in  fron t 

o f him. The young man, however, did not see the p iece o f paper tossed 

in  fron t o f him; he stepj>ed on i t ,  and continued on h is  way towards the 

door. There was a (g ia n t) coming righ t behind him. The giant saw the

*The narrator says here (f j j g ) ( p ir e ) , not louse ( b it ) . Throughout 
the res t o f the ta le ,  however, he says louse ( b i t ) .  Inasmuch as id en ti
fy in g  the hide o f  a huge louse is  a m otif common in  Turkish fo lk ta le s ,
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p iece o f paper, picked i t  up, and road the message. When ho cane to  

the door and i t  vtts h is torn  to  id e n tify  the h ide, he to ld  the gen tle

man that i t  was a loose skin*

The gentleman had to  g ive h is daughter to  the g ia n t, and he d id .

w ith  (fo r ty  rooms) He showed her.eyery room in  the hana,. « tobt#

devour her. The g i r l  assured him that she would not go in to  the room. 

A fte r  a period  o f tim e, however, the g i r l  became very curious about 

the forbidden room. She wondered what could be th ere. F in a lly  her

where. The s igh t o f a l l  the dead people frigh tened  the g i r l  and she 

qu ick ly went out and locked the door. Every night the gian t would 

ask the g i r l  i f  she had entered the forbidden room, and she would say 

she had not.

One day the gian t disguised n im self as hei(  aothery went to  the 

g i r l 's  house, and asked how she was g e ttin g  along. The g i r l  was 

pleased to  see her mother and to ld  her she had been very  frigh tened  

since the day she had gone in to  the forbidden room o f  the house and 

found i t  fu l l  o f bodies. When the g id a t heard th is , he removed h is 

d isgu ise and to ld  the g i r l  to  get ready to  become h is meal, because 

he had warned her against walking in to  the forbidden room. He a lso  

prepared fo r  h is  meal by painstakingly sharpening h is  teeth .

The b eau tifu l g i r l  to  h is  house. I t  was a huge house,

He to ld  here she must never go in to  that room

Ccu rio s ity^ get the bet

that i t  was f u l l  o f  dead
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Tho g l f l  begged the gian t to  le t  her go to  t h e (S i i a h j i t i i )  and 

cleanae h e rs e lf before hi» ate her. The giant consented to  her wish, 

and together they went to  the bath house so that she could bath** The 

gian t took a seat in  fron t o f the bath house door w h ile the g i r l  

went in  to  wash. ,

There was and o ld  tended the bath house, and the g i r l

to ld  her her (predicaments She begged the o ld  woman to  g ive  her her 

garments so that she eigh t escape being devoured by the g ian t. She 

sa id  to  the o ld  woman, "The gian t w i l l  not recogn ize me in  your gar

ments, and since he does not know you-, you w il l  not be in  any danger 

y o u rs e lf.”  The o ld  woman took(y it y )on  her, fo r  she thought that she 

was too  young to  be k ille d . She stripped  and gave the g i r l  her gar

ments. The g i r l  qu ick ly got in to  the o ld  woman's clo th es and went 

out the door past the gia n t, who d id  not recognize her in  the o ld  

woman'8 c lo th es.

She ran away as fa s t as she could and soon came across a (caravan)

She to ld  the ^aravan leader)th a t she had barely escaped the g ia n t's  

^ r a t ^  but that he would su rely  eatch her. The leader o f the caravan 

took <j>it:y~pp her and toleL her he would hide her. "Go to  the very end 

o f  the caravan and climb in side the la rge (chesfe) that the laat(^caael^ iB  

ca rry in g ."

Meanwhile, the g ian t, a fte r  w a itin g in  fron t o f the bath house, 

became im patient. He went in side and looked fo r  tho g i r l ,  but he 

could not fin d  her. He tisked the o ld  woman i f  she had seen h is ^ i f e )
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but the o ld  woman to ld  h i*  she had not. The giant re a lized  the g i r l

■net somehow have gotten  away« and so he went out to  search fo r  her.

He started  on the road out o f town and soon cane upon the caravan. 

He asked the caravan owner what the woman who had ju st cone by had

wanted. The caravan owner sa id « " I  have not seen a woman."

The gian t sa id  he wculdtsSafch/the caz-avan« and the caravan owner 

to ld  h i«  to  go ahead and search. The gian t went to  each camel on the 

caravan and looked through the goods i t  was carrying* When he came to  

the la s t camel» the owner said  that was h is lame camel«and could hardly 

carry anything« niuch lest» a g ir l*  in  i t s  back. The g ian t by now had 

grown t ir e d  end discouraged by h i«  long and fu t ile  search. He agreed 

w ith  the camel owner and l e f t  the la s t cam el's load unsearched. Thus 

the gian t was fo o led  by the caravan owner and l e f t  to  search e ls e 

where.

The caravan owner helped the g i r l  out o f the chest where she had 

been b id ing and took her to  her fa th e r 's  house. When the g i r l 's  fa th er 

heard the s to ry  o f what liad happened to  h is daughtor«_j >nd rea l is ed the 

ex t seme (^anger)she had_Jnfit survived« he was most g ra te fu l to  the 

caravan owner and rewarded him generously. He gave him enough go ldj  

to  buy seven more carafeans. Thus the g i r l  was saved from the g ian t« 

and he was never seen again. They a l l  liv e d  happily ever a fte r « and

may we a l l  do the^semer-


