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Sultan Selim Honors a Scholar

On his way back: from the Cairo conquest Selim had to go across 
a swamp, Ibn-i Cemal,1 a scholar at Selim's court, accidentally 
lost his footing and splashed mud on Selim's coat. Seeing that Cemal 
was greatly embarrassed by the awkwardness of the situation, Sultan 
Selim wanted to set the scholar's heart at ease. He said to his 
attendants, "Remove this coat and carefully place it in a chest.
When I die I want you to put this coat in my coffin. The mud on it, 
the mud from a scholar's foot, makes it valuable to me,"

/Then the narrator comments that the scholars of those times 
enjoyed fame and high social standing. He adds that we no longer 
have men of such high learning and dignity. 7

1 See Rotes,


