The TARSIER, or WOOLLY
JERBOA*.

E accidentally procured this animal from
a perfon who could neither tell its name,
nor from whence it came. It is remarkable for
the exceflive length of its hind legs.  The bones
of the feet, and particularly thofe which com=
pofe the upper part of the Zarfis, are prod
oufly long;; and it is from this diftin@ive cha-
racter that we have derived the name of the
animal, The tarfier, however, s not the only
quadruped whofe hind legs are conftruéted in this
manoer, The tarfus of the Egyptian jerboa
s fll longer. Hence the appellation of fazfier
s only precarious, and pught to be changed as
foon s we learn the name which the animal re-
ceives in the country where it is produced. The
jerboa s found in Egypt, Barbary, and the Eaft
* The jerboa with a Marp pointed nofe, long, ere®, naked,
rafparca cas, arge eyes, owo cotring testh I €ach §
what is pecaliar to this fpecics, two canine tecth in cach.
five long flender fingers on each foot, refembling thofe of a
mankey. The forlogs are modersily long. The bin legs are
of a very remarkable length, efpecially the fecond bone that
next the foot is flender and naked. The tail is exceedingly long
el i nbE e
red, and the reft of the body tawny, mixed
rgey than a common moufe ; Penwant’s

Indies.
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Tudies. Lat firt imagined that the tarfier mighy

belong to the fame countries, on account of jy

sefemblance to.the,jerboa. - Bothithefe anirigy
are of the fize of 4 middling rat; ‘The hind |

of both are exceflively long, and thofe. befor

hort. Tn both, the tail s of a prodigion

d gamifhied towards the extremity wity

. Both bave very large eyes, and crefy,

open ears, I both, the inferior part of

ked, while the reft of he

covered with hair 'AS thefe atimal

be prefumed that th
ies, or, at leaft, fpecics
fame climate and'country.  From a comphrion

of ‘their other parts, however, this is rendered
extremely doubtful. The tarfier has five toes
on all his feet, and may be fid to have four
hands ; for his five toes are very long, and well
feparated. The thumbs of the hind feet termie
nate in a flat nail ; and, though the nails of the
ted, they are fo fhort and

mal can ufe its fore feet in

the fame manner as hands. - The jerboa, on the
contrary, “has only four toes, and four long
crooked elaws on the fore feet 3 and, inflead of
a thumb, it has only a tubercle without any nail
But, what removes thefe animals to a greater
diftance, the jerboa has bt three toes, o three
large claws, on the hind feet. T ion
for animals nearly allied in fpecies;

and

is too g
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and it is not impofTible that they belong to very
diftant climates 3 for the tarfier, by his fmall
fize, his fourshands, long taes, and fipalk clawe,
and bis Tong tail and fect, feems to make a near
approach to the Mirine, Mesican, and Surinam
opoffms. But we here throw out our doubts
only's?and fhall be highly obliged to any perfor
who can afeertain or remove them, by pointi

cut the real country and name of this animale
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