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count of it¥,  Seba afterwards gave Merian'y
figure for the female, and added a. new figure
for the male, with a kind of defeription. "Tit.
animal, fays he, has very brilliant eyes, which
are furrounded with a circle of deep brown hai,
The body s covered with foft hair, or rather
wool of a reddifh yellow colour, but of a bright
red on the back.  The front, muzale, belly, and
feet, are whitifh yellow, The cars are naked,
and pretty hard. On the upper lip, and alfy
above the eyes, there are long hairs in the form
of whifkers. isteeth, like thofe of the dormonfe,
are very fharp. Upon the tail of the male,
h s naked, and of a pale red colour, there
are dufky red fpots, which appear not on the tail
of the female. - The feet refemble the hands of
an ape; thofe before have four toes, and the
thumb garnithed with fhort, blunt nails; but
on the hind feet the thumb alone has a flat, blune
the other four toxs being armed with
fmall harp claws.  The young of thefe
grunt nearly in the fame manner as a pig.
Paps of th ble thofe of the murine
opoffum,  Scba properly remarks, that, in the

figure
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figure given by Merian, the feet and toes are
il reprefented ¥, The fomited produce five or
fix at a litter. The tail is very long, and pre-
henfile, like that of the fapajous. The young
mount upon the back of the mother, and ad-
here firmly with their tails twifted round hers.
In this fituation the carries them about with great
nimblenefs and fecurity.

XVIL

THE AKOUCHIL, or OLIVE CAVY.

THE akouchi is pretty common in Gaiana
of South America. It differs

outi by having a tail, which is want-
akouchi is generally

the agouti, and  its hair is not red,

tween the akou
feem to be fufficient to conflitute two dnﬂmﬂ
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Sltle-PaPakiau: Mo E N T

IN the ofiginal work we remarked, that the
akouchi was a different fpecies from the agouti
becaufe the former had a tail, and the latter
had no tail.  The akouchi differs from the agouti
fiill more in magnitude, being no larger than a
young tabbit of fix months old. The akou-
chi is found only in extenfive woods.  He feeds
on the fame fruits, and has nearly the fame
manners, with the agouti. Tn the iflands of
Saint Lucia and Grenada he is called agouri,
His fleh is white, and has the flavour of a
youngrabbit; and heis ranked amongft the fineft
game in South Ame When the. akouchis
are purfued by dogs, rather than take the water,
they allow themfelves to be feized. M. dela
Borde informs us, though I doubt the fact, that
the females' produce only one, or at moft two
young at a liter. They are cafily tamed, and
have 4 fmall cry Jike that of the Guiney pig
but it feldom heard.
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e armadillos are il better food, escept the
pine-banded armadillo, which has a ftrong fnell
of mufk ; that, after the armadillos, the paca is
the beft game, becaufe its flefh is wholefome and
ft: The next in order are the agouti and
skouchi. They likewife maintain, that the red
couguar is ufed as food, and that its fleth has
the tafte of veal.

XVIIL

The TUCAN, or MEXICAN SHREW ¥,

FERNANDES has given the name of zucan
to a fmall quadruped of New Spain, ‘whofe fize,
figure, and natural habi
nearer to the mole than to any other fpecies.
appears to be the fame animal deferibed by Se-
ba under the denomination of the red mole of
Americat;

fexica

d claws; t
o tail, nine inches;

1. tab. 52. f
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