The COUDOUS, or INDIAN
ANTILOPE¥,

HE clafs of ruminating quadrupeds is the
moft numerous, and the moft diverfified,
It cfamprehcnds, as we have feen, a great number
of fpecies, and, perhaps, a fill greater number
of diftin& races, or permanent varieties. Not=
withftanding all our refearches, and the labo=
rious details into which we have been obliged
t0 enter, we frecly acknowledge that the fub~
ject is by no means exhaufled, and that there ftill
remain animals of confiderable note which we
know only by imperfeét fragments, and are un-
able to afcertain the creatures to which they be-
long. ~ ¥or cxample, in the very large colledlion
of horns preferved in the royal cabinet, as well
L Tix‘z"h.&nu antilope, with thick f horns, marked with
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45 in private mufeums, each of which, after
xch labour and invefligation, we have re-
ferred to the animal to whom it belongs, ex-
cept one, which, having neither ticket nor any
other artificial mark of in mation, is abfolutely
anknown. This horn is very large, aimoft
ftraight, and compofed of a thick black fub-
ftance. Itis not folid, like that of the ftag; but
it is a hollow horn, filled w ith a bone or core,
like the horns of oxen. A thick rib, raifed
about an iach, ruas from the bafe to above
the middle of the horn. Though the horn be
firaight, this prominent tib m: iral turn

and a half in the ioferior part,
effaced in the fuperior part, which terminates in
a point.  Upon the whole, this horn feems to
have a greater relation to thofe of the buffalo
than to any other. But we are ignorant of the
name of the animal 3 and, it was not lately,
that, in fearching different cabinets, we found,
in that of M. Duples, a fragment of a head
with two fimilar horns, to which the following
ticket was. fixed: ¢ Horns of an animal fome
< awbat like a borfey of a grayifb colour, with a
< mane on the fore part of the bead like a borfe.
It is called here (at Pondicherry) Cocfioes,
¢ wbich fbould be proniunced Coudous.’ This
fmall difcovery gave us great joy. We could not,
however, find the name cog/does or coudous, in
the writings of any voyager. We learned from
the
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the ticket alone, that this animal is very large;
and that he is a native of the warmeft countries
of Alia.  The buffalo belongs to the fame clic
mate, and has alfo a mane on the top of his head.
His horns, it is true, are crooked and flat, while
thofe under confideration are round and firaight,
which, as well as the colour, fufficiently diftin-
guilhes thefe two animals ; for the fkin and the
hair of the buffalo are black, and, according to
the ticket, the hair of the coudous is grayifh.
Thefe relations fuggefied others: The travellers
into Afia mention large buffaloes of Bengal,
reddifh buffalocs, and grayith buffaloes of the
Mogul empire ¥, called #i/~gauts. The coudous
is perhaps onc o other of thefe animals. From
the travellers into Africa, where the buffaloes are
as common as in Afia, we have more pointed
information with regard to a fpecies of buf-
falo called pacaffe in Congo, which feems to be
the coudous: ¢ Upon the route from Louanda
¢ to the kingdom of Congo, we perceived 1 two
s, which are animals refembling buffa-

and roar like lions. The male and fe-

male go always in company.  They are white,
with red and black fpots. Their ears are

¢ hunting of the nil-gauts or gray oxen, which, in my
, are a fpecies of elk, there is nothing particalar, &c.;
age de Bernicr, tom. 5. $. 245.
+ Relation de Congo par les P. P. Michel-Ange de Galline
et Denys de Charly de Plaifance, Capucins, p
¢ half
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¢ half an ell long, and their boras are entirely
¢ flraight.  When they fee any perfon, they
< neither fly nor do any harm, but ftare at the

¢ paffengers.” We formerly remarked that the
animal called empacaffa or pacafla, in Congo*,
appeared to be the buffalo. It is in &t a
fpecies of buffalo, differing from bim only
in the figure of the horns and colour of the
bair. Tn a word, the pacaffa is the coudous,
which perhaps conftitutes a_different fpecics
from that of the buffalo, and perhaps is only
a variety of it

* The country of Congo produces another animal whi
natives call empacafe. Some people think
others that it has only e to
editor of Lopes's account tells us, that i is not fo
but that it refembles him in the head and neck
¢ the buffalo is called enpacafi in the king-
orns black;

large 253
Dapper affures us, tha :
Jom of Congo, and that its hair is red, and its h
Hifh. Gen. des Vepages tom. -
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