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THE . SQUIRREL#

HE fquirrelis a lile neat animal, andm
beconfidered asllara:fats bebe Al
and domeftic. The gentlencfs, docility, ang
moffenfivencls of s mandersjlentiteli 0
gord and. proteion.  Though he fomeine
feizesbirds, he i neither carnivorous nor e
tive, Fruits, almonds, nuts, beech maft, and
acorns, are his common food.  Heis handjone,
Tively, alert, and extremely vigilant and ind.
trious. - He has eyes full of fire, a fine counte
nance, a nervous body, and very nimble lins,
The beauty of his figure is heightened by a il
i e ot

o M S

four
long hair; the ears terminated in long tult
g hairs inaced.in long tufts of hair; the eyes
xge, lively, and black s the head, body, -
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rfenbling a plume of feathers, which he
s the length of his head, and under which
he fhades himfelf from the fan and weather.
The under part of his body s furnifhed with an
apparatus equally remarkable, and which indi
ks firong generative powers. The fquirrel
partakes T of the nature of quadrupeds han
T1oft others of that tribe. He generally refls
JImoft on end, and ufes his fore-feet like hands
i carrying his food to his mouth. Inftead of
“oncealing himfelf under the earth, he is perpe-
(aally ia the air. He approaches the birds by
i lightnefs 3 and, like the feathered tribes, he
dwells on the tops of trees, and traverfes the fo-
rets by leaping from one tree to another.  He
Jikewife builds his nef¥in the trees, gathers grains
andfeeds, drinksthe dews, and defcends not tothe
earth but when the trees are agitated by forms.
He is never found in the open fields, norin the
plains.  He approaches not the habitations of
nen, and never remains among brufhwood; but
fry trees of the foreft. OF wa~

ter he is fil han of the carth; and
we are affured, that, when he wants to pafs a
siver or lake, he employs the bark of a tree for a
fip, and ufes bis tail for the rudder and fails *.
He

+ Rei veriate sitsr quod Gefnerus ex Viceto Bel
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He fleeps not, like the dormoufe, du
winter, but is at al feafons awake and [’
and, if the foot of the tree where he sepof
touched, he inftantly leaves his litle nd, =
flies 10 another tree, or fhelters himfef ugr
branch, ~ He colle€ts nuts during fammer, .
hem in thetrunks or Hollows oploIdHE AN
has recourfe to them for his winter foud .
likewife fearches for themia the faow, and e b
5 Off the furface of it with i fect gz
is hrill, and il more piercing than th

artin,. When rriated, e takes mos
ing or grambling'noife. Fe is too light fo
walking; his movements confift of ltle lemme,
and fometimes he makes confiderable bouns
His claws are fo harp, and his motions o quik,
th inflantariconly - clinibsh beschiite
though their bark be exceedingly fmooth, |
 During the fine fummer nights, the firels
are heard crying, when purfuin cach other
among the trees.
of the fun ; for, d i
helr il P which they s e
: which they iffue, in the night,
to cat, tofrolick, and tomake love. Their habi
tation i clean, warm, impenetrable (o rain; ard
sacrally Busted n he et of a o " They
e it
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ibich they mix and interlace with mofs3 They
then prefs and famp it, €0 give it firmnes and
capscty for holding themfelves and thei young.
‘A fmall fraic. aperture only is left near the top,
which is hardly fufficient to allow them to pafs
Above this aperture is a conical cover which
fhelters the wholc, and makes the rain run offthe
fides. They generally produce three or four at'a
Jitters The females come in feafon in the fpring,
and bring forth in May, or the beginning of
June. They caft their hair in winter, and the
“evt fur is redder than the former, They comb
nd drefs themfelves with their hands and teeth,

are very cleanly, and havenobad fmell. - Their
fh makes pretty good cating. The hair of
U tail is ufed for pencils; but their fkin is

only an indifferent fur.

Several fpecies of quadrupeds border upon
dhat of the fquirrel ; but there are few varieties
in the fpecies itfelf, ~ Some are of an afh-colour 3
but the greateft number are reddifh.  The fmall
eray kind is a different fpegics, and continues
And, without mentioning the fiy-
g fquirrels, the white fquirrel of Cambaia *
chich is very fmall, that of Madagafear 1, called
Jffibiy which is gray, and neither beautiful noe
eally tamed, the white fquirrel of Siam, the
gray fpouted fquirrel of Bengal§, the firiped

Pietro della Valle, tom. vi- p- 368

always gray :

fquirrel
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fquireel of Canada ®, the black fyuirel, ¢
large gray fquitrel of Virginia 1, the i
of New Spain, with white firpes §,

fquirrel of Siberia [, the variegated fquirrel, o
s pontius, the finall American fquirel, thatog
Brafil, that of Barbary, the palm-tat, &c, fy
fo many diftindt and independent fpecies of quy.
it a

SUPPLEMENT.

SQUIRRELS thould be confidered rather a
natives of northern regions, than of temperate
climates; for they abound fo much in Siberia, that
immenfe numbers of their fkins are annually fold
in that country. The Siberians, fays M. Guelin,
take the fquirrels in traps, made nearly in the
form of a fourth figure, which are fufpendedon
the trees, and baited with a picce of

Tt was formerly remarked, that there are black
fquirrels in America. ry, curate of Saint
Louis, has, in his cab
from Martinico, which s totally black. It isalfo

? L Vopsgede Sagard Theodss, p. so5.

+ L’Hifl. Nat. de Ia Caroline, par Catelby, tom. il p. 75
1 Tbid. tom. . p. 76. e sy, o A
§ Alb
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giinguifhed from other fquirrels by having no
hair, or atleaft a very fmall quantity, o s cars.

M. de la Borde, King’s phyfician at Cayenne,
remarks, that, in Guiang, there is only one fpe-
s of fquirrel, which lives in the woods 5 that
its hait is reddifh 5 that it exceeds not the fize of
an European rats that it feeds on the grain of
he Maripa, Aouray Gomana, &c. 5 that itbrings
forth its young, to the number of two, in the
holes of trees; that it bites like a rat 5 that it is
cifly tamed; that it makes a kind of low
whiRling cry; and that it is always feen alone,
Jeaping from branch to branch.

Iam not certain that this animal, mentioned
by M: de la Borde, s a real fquirrel ; for thefe
animals, in genetal, are riot found in very warm
dimates, fich as that of Guiana, The fpecies,
6n the contrary, is very numerous in the cold
and temperate regions of both Continents.

¢ We find,’ fays M. Kalm, © feveral fpecies of
¢ fquirrels in Pennfylvania, where the fmall kind,
¢ called the ground-fguirrel, is preferred; be=
¢ caufe, though diffcult to tame, itis moft hand-
¢ fome. The large {quirrels do much mifchief
¢ o the plantations of maize. They cut the
¢ flems in order to eat the pith. They fome-
¢ imes come in hundreds into a field, and often
¢ devour the whole wheat in a fingle night. In
¢ order to deftroy them, a price is put upon their

heads. 'The inhabitants eat the flefh of the

VoL, 1, s ¢ fquirrels,
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« fquirrels, but put little value on’ theie fkings,

Thegray (quirrelsare common in Pennfylvan,
and in feveral other parts of North Americy
In figure they refemble thofe of Sweden § b,
both in fammer and winter, they preferve theis
gray colour, and aro likewife fomewhatlirger,
They build their nefts with mofs and firaw iy
the hollows :of trees: They feed upon the
fruits of the woods, but prefer the maize. They
lay up provifions for winter, and remain iy
their magazines during the great colds.  Thefe
animals not only do much injury to the maize,
but likewife to the oaks, the flowers of which
they devouir, fo that the trees produce few
acorns. ...+ It is alledged, - that they are
fiow more numerous in Pennfylvania thad for-
wierly, -and that they have multiplied in pro-
postion to the increafe of the plantations of
maize, which s their principal food:

# Voyagede Kalm, tom. i. p. 245
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