Arl:hur Capps 3

Safe In Japan

Word that Arthur Capps is. '_

. safe, although he is a pns-
' oner in Japan, reached Wel-
£ lington late "last week by
' short wave radio from tlmt
_country. The broadeast was
picked up by Andrew Poteet '
|aml ‘relayed fto the young
man’s parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Fred ('apps P

Mr, "Capps - stated that he
was well treated and that he
would like to have hooks
sent to him through the
American Red Cross. i

Broadecasts such as this g
one are being allowed from
time to time by the Japanese‘
government.

The Wellington man ]\ad
been listed only a week and
a half ago as a probable
prisoner of the Japanese.

.ofth J . e nrg war
prisoner e Japanese. '

list was ° e
February .19 a.nd includ
ficers and: enhst’ed ‘pers
of the gNavy ‘and I
Corps, and éi:vﬂmn‘;
of public works proiéctsﬁ}:?

 Capps was a mvﬂxa.n employee

at Wake Island when ‘the Ja b
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released - ﬁ.‘hd sday, |

ese struck Dééemhera'r“” gan‘rr

Fred Capps of W‘enmgson.**
bers  of the family had ]f‘s eral
weeks 333’0 emesse& their. belief
l:hat he ‘was a pnsonexi?of the
e Cmtg%ed on Pa,ge
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( CLVILIAN WOREERS ON -

 ISLANDS TO BEPAID

SAN FRANCISO, Jan. 10 GP)
—Navy headquate:s “here an-

| nounced today | workers on
the islands “of % and ‘Wake,
held prisoner by mpanese, wauld
edited = with

continue fo  be i
f wages, and that dlotments to. their

fanuhes, arrang bef.ore the war,
would be con ed.

The announcement followed al
| conference betw the officer in

"He is the son of Mr and xngr |

charge of the Patific Naval Air
Bases and the commandant of ;
12th Naval District, Several h
dred workers' from the wes
\states were engaged at

Wake and deway whe
broke out.

7l ;lr;lt EAVE ‘ﬂn'ﬁ

Arthur Capps -

( Couanued from. 1‘;098 One) .
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glrfhur Capps On ”ir ti?
Defenge Work '
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1 ;r Ca.pps,, former\W' ling-
ton | m,saﬂeimy 18 from San
Francisco, Calif.,, for Wake Island,
‘where he is employed on constme— ]
tion work at ‘the Wake Ishmd
‘Na.val Alr Base. Tlus is one ‘of
the government’s defense pro:ects
- Mr. Capps is the son of Mr. and |
M.rs Fred Capps of We]]mgton.
He"'iv'as ‘educated in ‘the Iocali
sehools- He visited here with his :
pa.rents a.nd with his | smter Mzs.
- a

r

- Sa.tlmg on
4Matsoma., he landed m
nmed on Page Twefue)

s e e e

=

Honolultr July 21, and spent three
days there v:sxtmg pomts of in-
terest. i
5 He® has been employed on sev-
.| eral large construction jobs before
going to Wake Island, including
the Denison Dam at Demson, a.n_d
at Bisbee, Arizona.

‘Wake Island is located approx-
imately 2,500 miles west of Hono-
Iulu, and about 1,500 miles east
of the Japanese controlled Mari-
c|anna Islands. :
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Afthur Capps - J
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' mé’ at’ Wake Island. | "‘.'l‘]r' B

l,it(;mhﬂugd from Page O‘MJ
b I |
§0ne Bithes man From tlus area i

}L ﬁu’:luded on the list from. m the |

LNﬂvy Depslrtment He 1s Jacob
X Sanders, a pnvate ﬁrst cIass

mth"the Ul S. Marine Corps a.nd
at the time of attack was Serv-

+ "'7 "31, e ”]
5 il ¢

[t was pomted out that because
of the ‘interruption of mmum-
atmns and the eliminati [ of
 contact entxrely when ‘various out—
posts were overwhelmed, the Navy
Departme.ni cannot have absolute
mformatmn of the exact status of |
all mdlnduals ‘who were servmg
In the armed forces or ‘civilians
frho were 3eng-aged on these }’ l
cific, Isla;nd outposts. | 4’-%'-"
i ]However, from. mformatmn‘ that
had been avaﬂable up. to the.t;rhge
‘or =near the ‘time -of the captnre
of eomeiof the groups, and :Erom.
thet.:rosters _of ' personn :
at the dlfferent places, it is pre-
sumed that those ‘not otherwme p

¢ unte for are pnsonersf, Of
Lat: 0l

= o ey
Rl e i

e

- g e ——‘-.T.I..\.—I:' i




v
e

SACE T

WE

|
1 T
J¥'
i o

|Rubber Firm




=20 " (#).—The lmers
:Maru and Conte ' Verde
okohama Thursday with
2100, apanese repatriates, mainly
fro he United States, exchanged
:ou%A ericans taken from the Ori-

i Kichisaburo Numura,
.,Japans ambassador to
‘and  Saburo  Kurusu,
8l envoy to Washington when
Pﬂcif_le war  broke out, were
@ passengers.

a»d behmd“ {]

'THIS SCENE Tromiai ;
m Shangha""appears in th
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Kol DS
Relahves to Be Barred“'

From Gripsholm Pler:

, 29 (B)— 8’2“
NEW YORK, Aug, 20 (B R

ns barring relai
}:i 1‘?hgse arriving on the diplo atic

Im irom ‘the
exchange €hP anirlme have been

rsey City,
g;fxzomlg:d by Harry M. Durnmg.‘

customs,
rLok due mext ’I‘uéﬂﬁﬂy

ot

id. it may. be two .0
e all of the 1-51511
three days betordisembatke % £ p t H (
First to be pe st in home. mp:ovemeg “of .
the Swedish shme cid, would ‘b_e ind M. College: Extens; p Q!Vc

collecto
The: shlp is

i iplomats, $
order, foreign %;:?ar s P;es p’lh

in transit to © gl of*
-n officials, other fore gl
gg::‘fsm }r\lmericﬂn citizens and othel
- s i
st fol arations have been F;lean ‘bag removed 12 times as;m
lirt as the other, But when;the
' bas emptied and brushed clean;
s to convey ‘MeS" he machine run. over the surfac
friends and relatlves &0 | ‘had  covered - previousl
w4 . nount of dirt, removeahwas*conai
~ srahbly increased, = The stud
mstrated that. machines' clean best
f the bag ‘is” emptied  after using;
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TUESDAY EVEN Ly

low Alr Mail Rales
Annoumed For
ﬁverseas Personnel

Rela.tives :md frlends wrlting to
men of the U, 8. Army, Nayy or
Marine Corps who are stationed outr
side of continental " United Staies
may now take adyantage of a 1€-

to such mail,’

Six . cents per: hadr-ounce of mail
is the mew rate now effective, ac-
cording ‘to a ‘statement' issued by
Postmaster Ha.t'vey Washburn, The.
same Tate’ is effective 'for the ‘men
|of the armed. forces ‘writing 'home,
This compares with a former rat=

. | for such'mail amounting to 20 cents || -

‘per half-ounce for airmail to the
€| Tsland, 60, cents to Midway. Isla:
" |and 70 cents. to" the Philippmes
i |the Orient,, S

Such mail should ]
the indivxdua.l showing his rank and
the unit|to which he is. vassignedi
care of Army or Navy and Marine
Corps headquarters for the area; on

" |the west coast, either Ba.n,r‘rancisco £

or San Diego.

. A new regulation is also in ef!ecb
in regard to parcel post’ to serv1c=
men stationed outside of the co"w

basig of the 8th zone rate, the high-

such parcel post'is charged accord-
ing to the zone in which the pos

-~ |office of address falls,  »

| In the case ‘of parcel post ad
. |dressed to! men care of the
Franeisco post: officé, to he for

b ed, to stations' of units in the

cxﬂc area the charge wauld be

ed care of vbhe Sa
nce 7

\,41

duction in Air Mail rs.tes app11cablw |

Hawalian ‘Tslands, 40 cents to Wake'
li"

tinent, Fommerly it was ilie prac-|
tice to charge such postage on the |

|est possible ‘charge. Now, howeyer, |
e

T

~of ‘men: “captured  or missing,-

. signed by Presldent "Rooseyelt ear=|
lier, this week, - ‘and' officials® said |

" ‘allotment has been made, or where

e - tinues for- six- months,
31 whereabouts or his' death has been

“ticials sought Thursday to remove

: amnng famll:es of. American sol-|

. basic arrangement by, w
‘the armed services may prowde fm’

.~ ‘on’ duty. - An officer or: ‘enlisted
“man. stationed- at- Honolulu,

“lcheele would be for only $35.

~ of Navy may make an:original al-

1im;t is' reached and'a final settle-|
t
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Mlssmg Men S
Famlhes Alded

Army and Navy Act
 Under Proyisions of New
Law Covermg Allotments., :

WASHING’I‘ON March 12 (;P)-—}
Acting under authority of a newly.
enacted 'law, army and navy_‘ci_-

any posszbﬂlty of ﬁnanmal distress |

—diers, sazlnrs and marines capturea|
by the enemy or. reported 'missing,

The law, empowering the Secre=
~taries of War and’ Navy to order de-
pendency\allotme'ﬂts from sala:les
wash

‘many cases of real OF ] otenlial i
hardship were expected,to be ‘quick=
Iy corrected S W

Salary allofments

their: families” while they are away

for' in-
stance, would. in' these. tu'ne 1eavé
. his family in this country.= ~Out, of
- his pay of, say, $80 a ‘month, he

~ would" allot possibly $45 for thein|
~ support,
" sent to them du’ectly by -the Goy=|.

This allofment would be
ernment and the man’s own monthly
While a man has control of his|

own affairs, the' making of a regu- |
lar allotment is entirely up to. him.|

Once he falls into the hands of the ||
‘ ‘enemy, however, or is:interned in ||
‘a neutral country or shipwrecked or |
stranded on some remote island; the ||
new law takes control of his salary, |/

It provides that in cases where 1o

_ the one in force was inadequate, the
Secretary of War or the Secretary

lotment out’of a man's salary, or
. raise or lower the'!one already in
effect, Allotments also may be made
to pay for insurance, | :

Ita ‘man is missing, his pay con—
Unless his:

‘definitely established at:the end of
‘that time, if goes on another slx
months before the 12-month’ legal |

mada on- the a.ssumpimnmf-
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. Department to speak cautiously: of
. their experiences—out of deference
a0 ‘their compatriots: still living-in
_the conquered countries—some vol-|
. unteered - information  about atary.
I“ing,face slapping and humihating

_“Lines at Hong" Kong,
-"held  for 16..7days -
.. brothel. where for twe
~ the five ‘occupants of a tinys
£ WAR given elther=food ‘or:wale

ansholm Passengar,
~ Down Gangplank, Grim
Pictures of Jap :Citiéliyc

JERSEY CITY, N, J,: (&)
steady stream of grim tes im:my to
war's burden on:eiviilans—m
women  returning from the Orient
with thin bodies and shadowed" eyeg

—disembarked' from the diplomatic|

liner Gripsholm on thepfday after
its' return from Japanese-oceupied
territories,

By late Wednesday' atternoon 601

of the more than: 1,400 repatriates|
who had completed a long voyage|

home had left the docked vessel, in:

cluding: approximately 145 whom !
the Government sent to Ellis Island i
¢ for further auestioning; concerning

their. loyalty to the United States,
< Though ' instructed. by the State

tactics of the Japanese, Others spake
of more happy treatment.’

{ d

| Most of the stories of severe freats|

©_ment came from. those who lived|
_;thraugh ‘the  eapture ‘of “Hong Kong|
where prison. conditions immedlata i

1y rafter the Japanese occupatio
‘were described as’ abominablE

M1 was kept in a 15x17-fo

"ﬂi
T T

‘.:with 30 bt.her _persons, ~mostly - Oric|/

y. Oris|




obtained:
ang |




WASHINGTON May'll UPI-.—The
; Na.w Department Monday issued its|
|| Casualty, List''No.. 2, covering the|l
penod from Dec. 7, 1941 to April 5, |
lusive, = A T
The following Texas enhst.ed “men, 2

«ip--—-..:-.a

[imater: tirst: class: sister, fars,
‘Gregory, » Kennedale. s '{E

“Billy . W. Allen, corporal, max{ne'
.corps. mother, Mrs. Satry Allen L
Van Alstyne, v
. James Gilbert' Autrey,‘, eaman
second class; father, Miles .Aut-
rey, Bryan.. L
. ‘James - Wcodmw Babb pr ate.
first' ‘class, marine corps; mother,
Mrs, Minnie Babb, 4324 Coloriial
Dallas v
Jerome Kearby Beale seama
seeond .class;. mother, . Mrs. Nann
G. Loard Lew:svxlle :
- Louis Edgar Ca.rson, gunner's
mate, third class; father, Edgar Olan-
er Carson, Merke § ’
- Tilden Robert Childs, ship ntter }
first, class; mother, Mrs. Latt:e Hat-'
ue Chﬂds Fairne]d
- Willie Edwm Cook, seaman, first|;
class; father, Lum Columbus Cook,
Jacksunv:lle £l
A Tommie. Jackson Dale, privnte
first class, marine corps; tathex Wil-
fliam Dale, 1305 Lee Avenue. Fort
orth;
Eugene Fuller ‘mess attendant
‘first class; mother ‘Mrs, Ethel Fow-
ler, 23-A Canal - Street. s Wacoi
Joseph T. Goleman. pnvate. first
,Iass. .marme _corps; mother, Mrs,
|Savah E. Coleman, 153 South Fifty-
econcg Street, Paris,
~ Estel . Hendrix Gotcheb tlreman,
second  class; father, Ed Gntcher
.armersvil]e IE
Lo | Thornton E, Hamby, private ma-
I 1ne corps; parenta “Mr, ‘and‘ Mrs.
F arrel ‘E. Hamby, Seymour,
Alva Allen Harrison Jr., seaman
second class; - father, Alva A. Har-
rison Sr., Coppell, /
. R. J. Hodnett, seaman; tlrsteclgsa
imother, Mrs; Eva' Hodgett ‘Hico,
 James Thomaa.Lackey. ‘seaman,
second’ class; father, James Madison
acltey. Beevzlleg« I3
. Léwis Emil Lagessé' ea.man. ﬁ.rst
lass; father, Emi] I.,agease,' 0

3 s;-mother; Mrs, (Clara L. |
’ tz, 8111 Marshall. Veman. 7

‘with their next ot km,. are . reported_ R







Regarded not as civilian intern-¥
ees, but as prisoners of war, the
1,000' men employed at Wake Isl-
and, along with 400 Marines and a
few Guamanians, were the first
Americans captured who had put

up resistance after the Japanese
| attack, Arthur Capps, one of those
men, revealed here last week.

Mr. Capps reached Wellington
October 16 to visit his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Fred Capps. He was a
prisoner from the fall of Wake
December 23, 1941, until’ the sur-
render of Japan.

He speaks matter-of-factly of
his imprisonment. He does not em-
phasize the brutality with which
the men were treated, but He is
quick and frank in saying there
was nothing fair or just about
their treatment. He speaks of the
hunger that was with them from
the time of their capture, work in
the mines and steel mills of Japan,
of living in unheated buildings in
winter. And these are in addition
to the many, many smaller things
the Japanese did to make life al-
most unbearable for their prison-
ers.

The Wellington man went to

Constant Hunger F elt By Men
In Prlson Camps, Capps Reports

ARTHUR CAPPS

Wake Island in July 1941 to do
structural steel work on the air
base and submarine base. This was
approximately 20 per cent complete
on December 7.

Constant Hunger -

(Continwed from Page One) |
treated as prisoners of war and
put on short rations.”

In prison the men were divided
according to race, but all received
the same treatment. Prisoners from
one of the President liners were.
added to their camp, then British
from Hong Kong, and later 1,500
North China Marines from Pekin
and Tsingsing.

Despite the January cold, they
were given only four cofton blank-
ets and the barracks were unheat-
ed.

cor disease. We wondered at first
‘why he was so kind but decided
| that was it,” he recalled.

They remained at Shanghai until ||

August 23, 1943, when 500 were
transferred to Japan.

“I was one of the 500,” Mr.
Capps said. “We were taken to
| | Kawasaki, near Tokyo. It was a|

little bit worse than Shanghai. In |

fact, each place got worse by de—
grees.”

Surrounded by a h1gh guarded
fence, the men left only to work
or go to the general hospital.

“We had one interpreter who re-
alized the men would do more work’
if they didn’t die from infections

|

Civilians were then ordered to
disperse over the island. Asked if
they were armed to fight the en-
emy, Mr. Capps replied:

“There were not enough: fire-
arms even for the Marines. The
Japanese would send reconnais-
sance planes over during the day
to spot the gun positions, and the
civilians worked at night changing
them. The island was bombed every
day except one. Yet losses were
surprisingly light.

“After the surrender, we were
held on the island until January
12. About 250 men were left and
the remainder sent aboard ship to
Yokohama, then two days later we
were sent to Shanghai, where they
put us in the old Jap barracks at
Woo Sung,” Mr. Capps recalls.

“They didn’t treat us quite so
bad after they decided what to do
with us. We were the first prison-
ers to reach Japan who had re-

sisted. The Guamanians didn’t re-
sist and they were treated as in-|

ternees and given considerable
freedom of movement. But we were

(Continued on Page Twelve)

Along with others, Mr. Capps
was sent to work around the steel
mills. At first the Japanese tried
to assign work according to skill,
but the prisoners wouldn’t work
this way and it got to where every-
one did common labor.

The men were supposed to work
eight hours, but it was usually
more. At first they had each Sun-
day as a day of leisure, but in
Japan they worked 10 days and
were off the 11th.

As American power in the Pa-
cific increased, bom mgs were fre-
quent.

‘ “But we didn’t mind these. We :
could tell what was happening. Af—l

ter we were moved away from To-
kyo, the time seemed to go slower
and we didn’t know what was go-
ing on,” Mr. Capps recalled. -
Last April, everything was burn-
. ed to within a block and a half of
‘their barracks, and even these

caught fire. J |

Speaking briefly of their treat-
ment, he said,

“Punishment was unreasonable.
If a man were cought doing some-
thing, the Japanese went to the
extreme. The men got the feeling
|that if they were going to try to

\ do anything, they might as well go |

{all the way. For instance, instead
} of stealing a package of cigarettes,
| they’d take a whole carton.

“I’'ve seen men beaten half to
‘death because they took rice that
had already been thrown away,”
he declared.

“We just tried to live,” he said
in summing up the situation.

The Chinese Marines were per-
{mitted to set up a hospital.

“I suppose that was one time
the Japs did give us a fair break,”
he said thoughtfully. Medicine
came through the Red Cross, but
vitamin tablets were kept by the
Japanese for an “emergency,”
which of course, never came. The
Japs added a few herbs, valuable
medicine only in the light of their
own superstitions. Nothing what-
ever came out of their own stores.

The men were fed chiefly a cer-
eal diet—rice, barley and common
maize. They were constantly hun-
| gry, all lost weight, and some de-
veloped diseases due to diet de-
ficiency. They received one set of
work clothes and what was sup-
posed to be one set of winter
clothes. These had been taken from
British residents of Hong Kong.

Little word of what went on in

the outside world reached the pris-

-
The men guessed then the warE
E

‘wouldn’t last much longer.

Late in the war treatment was
less severe. Men were not punished
brutally for taking food from Jap-
anese gardens, 'and other irrita-
tions were dropped, such ‘as the
guards coming into the barracks
after the men returned from work =
and forbidding them from lying on
the beds, or making them bow to
the guards at the gates, or keep
their shoes polished when nothing
was provided to polish them with.

“The Japanese didn’t seem to:
realize the war was over,’ Mr. g
Capps said. “It took about ten-
days to get orders from Takyo
what to do.”

In the end, the men were taken
to Yokohama by their guards,
turned loose, and left for Ameri-

oners. Five B-29 pilots who were|

‘shot down brought information.
| The Japanese told of President;
| Roosevelt’s death, and they learned.

of Germany's surrender

[ can soldiers to pick up.

The general run of Japanese ci-'s

l_ sy I 3 —
| vilians were friendly enough to the E
['men, but it was when they were |

| given a little authority that thev
hecame so cruel, Mr. Gapps ex—
plained.

“Tt seemed to me that the com-=
mon people dldn’t care too much !
about the emperor or anything else =
‘as long as they had enough to: eat,
and it didn’t matter whether 11:
came from the Japanese or the
Americans,” he declared.

Mr. Capps left Friday to return
i to California for a physicalicheck-
up. But he will return to Welling-
| ton to live, he declared upon leav=

“ing.
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Capps Is Liberated
From'Jap Prlson e

‘Arthur . V. Capps, one of the%
first men from this county to be
itaken a prxsonen by the Japanese,
has heen liberated from the prison
‘camp in Japan, his parents, Mr.
‘and Mrs. Fred Capps were notified
in ¥ 'megsage from the War De-
partmeh{: Monday, Septémber 10.

Island when the Japanese attacked,
he became a prmoner when the isl-
and fell December 28, 1941 i

The messagelfrom the Provost
Marshal read in part: :
“Am’ pleased to inform- you of
the liberation from Japanese cus-
tody of your son, Arthur V. Capps.
Physical condition good.” The re-
mainder of the telegram gave Mr,
'and Mrs. Capps directions for gend-
ing a message to their son before
he returns to the United States.
Only two weeks ago Mr and
Mrs, Capps received a prisoner-of-

wag /written December 22; 1943,
motre than 18 months ago. At thht
time ' he was at the Kawasaki pris-
on ca.mp,r in. the Tokyo area. He
wrote!

“Thig finds me well I weigh the
sanie as before. Two mionths ago I
received 20 letters from Nola and
you. Hope to receive personal pack—
agesfthis  Xmas. Hope you Técog-
nized my voice Hope you are we]l
Love. 1t i

reared and educated in Wel]mgton
After being employed away from !
here for several years, he went to
i Wake Island in July, 1941, to work
lon the Naval Air Base then under
constluctlon
From tirfie to time, Mr. and Mrs.

Capps have received prisoner-of-|
war. messages from him, although
!all were mahy months old when
ithey arrived. He has also spoken;
jon prisoner- qf—war broadcasts from
‘Japan t°

- A civilian employee ,on Wake |

war card! from  him, although’ it |

. ents, Mr. and Mrs, Fred

Mr. Capps; 30 3ears old, was‘!,_
" byl the Japanese. LS ¢

LIBERATED | |
Arthur V. Capps, a prisoner.
.of  the Japanese since De-|
‘cember 23, 1941, has been
‘liberated from a camp at,
‘Kawasaki, Japan, his par-

' Capps were notified Mon-
day, September 10. He was
a civilian worker on Wake
Island when it was attacked
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