
December 7 1924

My Dear Captain Carter,

Your note of the 6th has been received*
As the eye stands now, that is the right eye I do not think that 
it  is  necessary to ca ll in Dr* Wilmer into consultation* I t  would 
be an expense not necessary I  am certain.

Relative to the le ft  eye* I  am anticipating 
measuring that for glasses when I next see you, that is  I  believe 
either Wednesday or Thursday of this week* Until then I think that 
I  would save as much work and reading as you can, that is ,  only 
indulge in necessary reading*

Many thanks fo r  you kind letter* I assure 
you, and you know this even now, that I  w ill do everything possifte 
for your vision and for your comfort.

Believe me, yours most sincerely



Ed m u n d  B. Sp a e t h , M. D.
N. E. C O R N E R  C H E S T N U T  A N D  20th  S T R E E T S  

PHILADELPHIA

My Dear Captain. C a rte r ,

Your l e t t e r  o f the 3rd was r e c e iv e d  la te  
Saturday a fte rn oon . Thank you fo r  the check you en closed , a lso  
xny since r e s t  thanks fo r  r e fe r  in g  General S w ift  to  me* He is  
coming to the o f f i c e  tomorrow. I  w i l l  he g lad  to  drop you a note 
t e l l i n g  you the r e s u lts  and adv ise  o f my exam ination, as I  know 
you are in te r e s te d .

The remainder o f your l e t t e r  I  have reread  
s e v e ra l tim es to  he c e r ta in  I  w i l l  answer i t  f u l l y .  As to  the 
headaches. 1 do not b e l ie v e  they are or can he connected w ith  
the eyes or w ith  e y e s tra in . Your v is io n ,  w h ile  im paired , i s  
s t i l l  o f such a degree that read in g , or a c u ity  f o r  near and 
d is ta n ce  a re  ob ta in ab le  w ithout severe  e f f o r t .  But such an 
e f f o r t ,  i f  demanded, would recover du ring a n ig h t ’ s s le e p . 
F ran k ly , 1 doubt whether th ere  is  an eye s tra in  headache which 
i s  eve r  presen t in  the morning upon awakening. This statement 
i s  almost a proverb in  ophthalm ology. This is  the reason fo r  
my alm ost dogmatic n ega tiv e  to  your qu estion , b e fo re  and aga in  
now. 1 have, however, enclosed  a p r e s c r ip t io n  herew ith  fo r  
e s e r in e  so lu t io n  which, i f  eye s t r a in  is  a fa c to r  should h e lp , 
but even more i f  th ere  is  any in c rease  in  ocu lar ten s ion  as 
p a rt o f your gen era l c o n d it io n  i t  w i l l  s top  qu ite  s h o r t ly  any 
eye r e la t io n s h ip . The reason fo r  the p re s c r ip t io n  is  th is ,  
the headaches o f in creased  ocu lar ten s ion  are u su a lly  more 
marked in  the morning and become le s s  ev id en t as the day passes 
on. Th is is  somewhat re le v a n t to your cn c iition .

Now as to  the a l lo n a l  and the insom nia. 
This is  the one ou tstand ing p o s s ib i l i t y ,  even more so than that 
above. 1 am su gges tin g  most s t ro n g ly  that j^ou stop the a llo n a l 
fo r  aw h ile  and t ry  some oth er s le ep in g  p o tio n . I  know o f your 
insomnia and recogn ize  the fa c t  that some so rt of s le ep in g  po tion  
is  n ecessary . Maybe bUMINAjj would be as s a t is fa c to r y .  P lease  
do g iv e  i t  a t r i a l  fo r  a week le t  us say.

A f t e r  you have used these two p rep a ra t­
ions f o r  a week drop me another n o te . I  want to  knoxv about 
your co n d it ion  , and you know I  w i l l  be happy i f  I  can a s s is t  
you to  com fort.



DR. EDM UND B . S P AE T H
1 9 3 0  C H E S T N U T  S T R E E T  

PHILADELPHIA

January 
5, 1933

My dear Captain C arter:

I  was ve ry  happy to  r e c e iv e  that 
pamphlet you sent me and am proud to  have i t  
because o f  the memorandum as to  your s e rv ic e  
and honors. I t  was very  th ou gh tfu l o f  you 
to  send i t  to  me. I  ap p rec ia te  the cou rtesy  
o f  i t  .

My best wishes to  you fo r  many 
happy and prosperous New Years .

I  h a ven 't  been to  Washington fo r  
some tim e. The next tim e I  come down I  w i l l  
c e r ta in ly  take the p leasure o f  c a l l in g  on you.

EBS: EMG

Again w ith  best w ishes, I  am

Yours ve ry  t r u ly ,

Captain Robert G. C arter 
Army and Navy Club 
Washington, D. C.



Ed m u n d  B. Sp a e t h , M. D.
N. E. C O R N E R  C H E S T N U T  A N D  20th  S T R E E T S  

P H IL A D E L P H IA

My Dear Captain  g a r t e r ,

F ir s t  o f a l l ,  we "both must look  sh arp ly  to  the 
co n d it ion  o f th a t l e f t  eye o f yours i f  you continue to  make m istakes 
as ser iou s  as th is  la s t .  I  am re tu rn in g  t ie  h i l l  I  sent you w ith  my 
check f o r  $20.00. You sent me a check fo r  tw ice  th is  amount, so I  
sen t your check on tB the hank and have returned you the excess h ere­
w ith . Thank you f e r  your check.

Now to  answer your va r iou s  q u estion s , a l l  o f  
which are q u ite  s e n s ib le  and reasonab le qu estion s . F i r s t , -  when a 
ca ta ra c t i s  taken from  an eye , the le n s * -  which i s  the ca ta ra c t 
having become opaque- by reason o f  i t s  e x tra c t io n  low ers the r e ­
f r a c t io n  o f th at eye a c e r ta in  d eg ree . This must be rep laced  by a 
transparen t len s in  a sp ec ta c le  frame to  b r in g  up the v is io n  o f the 
eye aga in  to  normal. But because o f th is  a r t i f i c i a l  lens the image 
which i s  formed on tne r e t in a  cannot be o f the same s iz e  as that 
formed by tne n a tu ra l lens o f the op pos ite  s id e .  A marked d is ­
s im i la r i t y  o f  r e t in a l  images as to  s iz e s  i s  in to le ra n t  to  s ig h t  and 
com fort however. For th is  reason , a person who has s t i l l  v is io n  
b e t t e r  than 20/50 in  one eye , and an operated  eye -  post c a ta ra c t -  
in  the other* cannot accept h is  f u l l  c o r r e c t io n . I t  would be and is  
l ik e  t r y in g  to  h itch  up in  a team a p low -horse and a ra ce -h o rse .
They w i l l  not work to e g th e r . T h ere fo re  s u f f ic ie n t  v is io n  is  g iven  
in  the operated  eye through the reestab lish m en t o f a c le a r  pathway 
fo r  the rays o f l ig h t  so th a t the p a t ien t has a good form p ercep tion  
As sonn as th is  is  ob ta ined , that most im portant part o f v is io n  is  
aga in  a t hand, i . e . ,  depth p e rcep tio n . I t  is  the v is io n  o f b in ocu la rs  
as in  c fh tra d is t in c t io n -  the v is io n  o f a one eyed te le s co p e*  The f i e l d  
o f v is io n  w idens, p e rsp ec t iv e  is  aga in  es ta b lis h ed , movements on the 
operated  s id e  are seen and id e n t i f i e d  w ith  the see in g  eye , c o lo rs  
have th ere  tru e va lu es aga in  and d is tan ces  a re  p ro p e r ly  judged. This 
i s  e s p e c ia l ly  true w ith  a r t i f i c i a l  l i g h t .  By reason o f  the in creased  
lu m in os ity  con ten t read in g  should be improved as w e l l .  At the time 
o f  your next v i s i t  I  w i l l  t r y  to  demonstrate th is  more d e f in a te ly  to  
you however. I  am g lad  you asked me these qu estion s , and am more 
than w i l l in g  to  d esc rib e  or ex p la in  any part o f your case .

»o  l ig h t  on your rea d in g , use good l ig h t  
though not too  s tron g , and keep up the treatm ent as i t  has been 
o u tlin e d . P lease  fo r g iv e  my tea s in g  in  the f i r s t  pa rt o f th is  l e t t e r  
but I  could not h e lp  b e in g  amused- fo r  i t  is  funny. My s in c e re s t  
w ishes f o r  e v e ry th in g  p leasan t f o r  you, however. Th is even ing the 
fa th e r  o f  that boy to  whom you t o ld  s to r ie s  w h ile  you were in  the 
Sam aritian h o s p ita l spfeke to  me r e la t i v e  to  you. I  to ld  him 1 was 
w r it in g  you th is  even in g, and he quaked me to  send you h is s in c e re s t  
com plinents a ls o .

December Sth.



15 January, 1934.

Major Edmund B. Spaeth, 
1930 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa.

My dear Major:

Yours of the 11th instant proved not only a 
delightfu l surprise but was most gratifying to me. I had 
heard nothing from you since my last operation and I most 
warmly appreciate the e ffo rt you have now made after your ca ll 
upon Mrs. Godfrey, in expressing the kindly sentiments convey­
ed in your le tte r ,

I  had a very hard, uncomfortable and rather 
c r it ic a l experience in the Walter Heed Hospital from May 
until October, as I indicated in my le t te r  to Mrs. Godfrey, 
but of course I could not go into the details of three prostatie 
operations. I was given at my age (89th year) about a 50/50 
chance. Major Kimbrough performed the operations. When I 
thanked him upon leaving the hospital fo r "pulling me through 
the mess", his reply was: " I t  has been a very greals™pleasure
to Vrtend you* I merely performed the operations hut you 
pulled yourself through by your nerve, endurance, w ill power 
and superb courageweha've never had a better patient in 
this hospital than you have proved yourself to be through 
i t  a l l  and Colonel Keller and a ll o f us are very proud of you." 
A ll o f which was most consoling to me sp iritua lly  although 
the body was s t i l l  weak. I am now as sound as a dollar and, 
with the exception of chronic spinal arth ritis  am as well as 
I ever expect to he.

I was afraid I might get my le f t  eye infected 
so I went to the eye c lin ic  and had Col. Goldtowaite examine 
me between operations. He assured me that I need have no 
anxiety regarding that possib ility . By the way, he is , on his 
father’ s side, a kinsman of mine. My middle name is Goldthwaits. 
He referred to you during our interview,

How, my dear Major, you state that Mrs. Spaeth 
and yourself may come over sometime in the near future and give 
me a c a ll. It  would afford me very great pleasure to meet 
you both again and also to have you dine or take lunch with me
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here at the Club on any day you may name and to suit your 
convenience.

I lo s t my eldest daughter at the '.'alter Seed 
Hospital last March. She had intestinal infection and abscess 
of the liv e r . Keller operated but could not save her. Just 
two months la ter I went in fo r my own operation. I was mourn­
ing her loss, and this with arth ritis  were serious handicaps to 
my own recovery.

The sight in my le f t  eye is s t i l l  normal and I 
read and write with perfect, freedom, only interrupted by both 
eyes watering, and frequent use o f a wiper — particularly 
noticeable during my operations. You did a great job for 
me in my old age, fo r  which I have always fe lt  very grateful, 
as I am now for your nice le tte r .

With warmest regards to both Mrs, Spaeth and
yourself.

Always most sincerely,

R. G. Carter,
Ca p t a in, IJ. S • A rmy.


