


‘The Gateway to Freedom

Co-operation In Action

e

A Story of the Endeavor and Achievements
of the Llano del Rio Co-operative
Colony at Llano, California

This colony is situated in the Antelope Valley, Los Angeles
County, California. It opens the gateway to freedom for
those who are willing to join their comrades and
fellow workers who have already borne

the brunt of the early pioneering

It solves the problem of disemployment and eases the burden
of those who are plunged in the maelstrom of the struggle
for existence. It offers a way to provide for the fu-

ture welfare of the workers and their families.
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“That avhich is not for the interest of the whole ssvarnr,

L

is not for the interest of a single bee.’'—MARCUS AURELIUS

The Story of the Llano del Rio
Co-operative Colony

ODERN SOCIETY conducts its affairs under conditions
M which create and maintain an ever increasing burden on all
humanity.

o The average man is sustained through youth and early
RN manhood by the illusion that ability or good fortune ulti-
mately will reward him with a large share of wealth. Dis-
illusionment comes when he awakens to the futility of his efforts. Fre-
quently this comes after a struggle that has broken him in body and

spirit before he has reached middle age.

Years of unceasing toil result at best in only a few material re-
wards at the end of life. No one is secure against the hazards of pos-
sible fnancial failure. No one has a guarantee against disemploy-
ment, poverty and suffering for their loved ones.

In the turmoil of life the modern city is a battlefield where the
fierceness of competition crushes, maims and kills. Men and women
gather day after day in such strife that only those whose instincts and
training fit them for successful trickery, or whose natures render con-
tinual vigilance possible, meet with any degree of success. For the
masses failure is inevitable.

The continued centralization of wealth, the seizure of the land,
the tools and the machinery for production, the monopely of the
sources of life all go to make the struggle for existence more and more
acute as the years pass.

In the heart of nearly every man is the instinctive desire to get
on the land, or at the source of production of the means of life.

Millions of Americans have this land hunger but with it the hope-
lessness in the realization that all the free land has been seized and
that it would require more money than they could raise to put them on
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purchased land and carry them to a point where success would reward
their efforts.

Again, an obstacle arises in the knowledge of the hardships and
the long and diffhicult struggle that is nearly always entailed by pioneer-
ing adventures.

Those who have knowledge of cultivation of the land in Cali-
fornia have uppermost in mind the difficulties of obtaining that neces-
sary combination—Iland and water. In addition to this is the realiza-
tion that a tremendous amount of laber is necessary where land must
be cleared by individual effort, without the aid of machinery, water
obtained and diverted to the soil. Those who contemplate attempting
this on an individual basis find the obstacles too great and they retire
after bitter dicappointment. :

Flowing with

large tratfor

Another great obstacle has been the lack of social life and the
opportunity of education of the children and the utter dearth of the
comforts and conveniences of city life such as medical and hospital
facilities, access to libraries, lectures and educational gatherings.

To all of those who have investigated the possibilities of deliver-
ance from the struggle and the turmoil of city life has not come the
vision of the possibilities of a great co-operative group undertaking to
do what is impossible of achievement for the individual. To some,
however, has come the realization that by collective effort the greatest
obstacles may be overcome and that with the force of numbers by
centralizing their aims and by use of modern scientific methods and
the adoption of the latest means of production, by use of power-driven
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agricultural machinery and practical management, success can be
‘made where otherwise failure would be inevitable.

Method of Organization

The Llano del Rio colonization enterprgse was conceived with
the co-operative end in view. The company is incorporated under the
laws of the State of California. All business is transacted ‘upon the
lines of other corporations. The corporation laws of this staté have
been well tested and construed and by organizing in this manner the
company has the advantage of well established rul:s by which it Wl]]
be guided and which leaves it free from éxperiment. '

‘ The entire management of the enterprise is conducted in the same
‘basinesslike manner as other corporations. The general management
of the affairs of the company is in the hands of the board of directors

Z
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Some Liano Girls
at Basket Ball
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who select the men best qualified to take charge of the various depart-
ments. Members of this board are elected by the stockholders and
; theyl"are subject to the rules laid down by the state corporation laws,
+and the bylaws adopted by the stockholders.
The board of directors has control of the acquisition of land,
_development of the property, and makes all contracts for employ-
ment with individual stockholders and transacts all business of the
corporatmn. 4 ' >
“ There are six departmentS' {a) Agriculture, (b) Building and
Engmeenng, (c) Commerce, {d) Industry, (e) Education, (f)
Finance. : '
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A manager for each department is appointed by the board of
directors. The manager of department A acts as superintendent and
has the control of the working of all ranch departments. This mian-
ager was first appointed and the remaining appointments were made
on his recommendation and with his approval.

Each manager serves subject to a recall by two-thirds majority
of the workers in his department and at the will of the board of di-
rectors. Vacancies in the departments are filled by the directors on
advice of the superintendent, ~ Departments are divided into divisions
with foremen appointed by the manager of a department and remov-
able by him.

Upon entering the colony members are assigned to a department
subject to transfer at the direction of the superintendent.

The agricultural department covers farming, horticulture, irriga-
tion and stockraising. Managers of departments are responsible for
the work done in their departments, and they are held accountable '
for all implements and material assets of the department.

The manager of the educational department has within certain
restrictions charge of the social welfare of the colony and is ex-officio
president of the Social Welfare organization. :

The foregoing is a brief outline of the working plan.  Since it
has been in operation it has proven an excellent working system.

Community Constitution

A new organization plan has been completed and a constitution
adopted by the community commission of the colony. Under this
plan a community commission of nine is elected quarterly by the
general assembly. In this assembly the franchise is extended to all
residents over 18 years of age.

‘The commissioners have charge of all the affairs of community
life and act as an initiative legislative body. They hold sessions weekly,
and once a month sit in council with the directorate.

There is a tribunate consisting of five members. This body is
elected by the general assembly and members serve five months. To
this body is referred all differences that may arise. The directorate is
the place of appeal. The community commission does not handle any
of the business affairs of the colony, as that is left in the hands of the
directors.

None of the members of any of the legislative, executive or
judicial bodies interlock and none serves on more than one commis-

sion board.
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The entire colony is thus placed on a basis of broadest democ-

racy and freest expression.
* The declaration of principles in the preambls of the constitu-

tion contains the following paragraphs:

Things which are used productively must be owned collectively.

The rights of the community shall be paramount over those o
any individual. :

Liberty of action is only permissible when it does not restrict the
liberty of another. = i

Law is a restriction of liberty and is only just when operating for
the benefit of the community at large.

View of Big
Rock Creek

These snoav-
made waters
Jorm a large
part of the
Llany supply

To live without labor is to impose an unjust burden upon all
workers. :

Values created by the community shall be vested in the com-
munity alone. ]

The individual is not justly entitled to more land than is suf-
ficient to satisfy a reasonable desire for peace and rest. Productive
land held for profit shall not be held by private ownership.

Talent and intelligence are gifts which should rightly be used in
the service of others. The development of these by education is the
gift of the community to the individual, and the exercise of oreater
ability entitles none to the false rewards of greater possessions, but
only to the joy of greater service to others.
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Only by identifying his interests and pleasures with those of
others can man find real happiness.

The duty of the individual to the community is to develop ability
to the greatest degree pcssible by availing himself of all educational
facilities and to devote the whole extent of that ability to the service
of all.

The duty of the community to the individual is to administer
justice, to eliminate greed and selfishness, to educate all and to aid
any in time of age or misfortune.

Location of the Colony

Llano del Rio co-operative colony is situated in the Antelope

Auto trucks
play a
grflat part

i the
; develspment

of the Colony

Valley, Los Angeles county, California. This valley lies to the north
of the Sierra Madre range of the San Bernardino mountains. The

‘land on which the colony is located is about 40 miles from Los Angeles

in a direct line and about 80 miles by the present automobile road, and
the same distance by train. The nearest railway station is Palmdale,
about 18 miles from the center of the land.

Transportation between Palmdale and the colony is principally
by automobile. Auto trucks run between the station and the colony
and usually make several trips a day. By automobile it is about one
hour's ride from the colony to the railroad station.

The Antelope valley is bounded on the north by the Tehachapi
range of mountains, the highest elevation of which is 9,214 feet.
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Standing on a point in the foothills of Llano del Rio and looking
toward the west and northward the eye reaches out and across the
great valley below and finally rests on the skyline of the blue moun-
tains of the Tehachapi more than 200 miles away.

To the northeast are the Lovejoy buttes which rise like huge sugar
loaves out of the level plain below. These points are 3,528 feet above
sea level. On the south and west of the llano lies the Sierra Madre
range of which the highest and most prominent elevation is Mt. San
Antonio, better known as “Old Baldy,” which has an elevation of
9,931 feet. It is from this latter range that the Mescal and Rio del
Llano, known also as Rock creek, draw their snow-made waters dur-
ing the entire year.

Nature of the Land

The soil of the llano is formed by the decomposition of granites,
feldspars and limes from the mountain range, giving a deep, light soil
that never bakes. It contains potash, soda, carbonate of lime and
magnesia, sulphides and oxides of iron, etc.; etc., in fact, all the min-
erals necessary to sustain plant life, requiring only the oxidizing influ-
ence of water and air, obtained by irrigation, plowing and cultivation
to render them soluable and easily assimilated by plant growth as food.

Much of the land now held and yet to be obtained by the com-
pany is uncleared and is covered by a light growth of chapparal,
grease-wood, light sage, yuccas and, in the higher lands, juniper.

Climate Is Delightful

The average elevation of the Llano del Rio (plain of the river)
country is 3,500 feet. The elevation, combined with the close prox-
imity to the mountains, give a healthful climate where the extremes
are not so noticeable as they are on the southern slope of the range.
The summers are not excessively warm and the contour of the section
shelters this part of the valley from the high winds that prevail during
certain seasons of the year in the northern and central parts. The
winter months are as a rule pleasant, varied at times by a slight snow .
fall and sometimes cold enough to form ice on still water one-quarter
to one-half inch in thickness.

The Water Supply

In semi-arid countries the water supply is the most important
thing to be considered. Water for this valley is dependent upon the
fall of rain in the mountains. During the winter months there are
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occasional light rains in the valley, but the heavy and dependable
rains are confined to the mountain area.

Day after day during the winter the valley is wrapped in warm
sunshine while the mountains are lost to view, smothered in clouds of
rain and snow. These snows fall on the mountain tops, in the timber-
land below, and fill deep canyons and narrow granite gulches where it
lies for months, slowly but steadily sending down its supply to the
beds of the creeks and rivers below. As late as August 1, 1914, snow
on the north side of North Baldy was still visible to those in the
colony at Llano del Rio. Part of the water from the rain and snow
is lost by evaporation, part is absorbed by the mountains and part is
carried by the streams to the valley where it disappears. That which
is absorbed irrigates and nourishes the heavily timbered mountain
sides and part of it reaches the stream beds and makes a steady sum-
mer flow.

Big Rock
Creet flow
in July,

1914

(B

The company has secured the exclusive rights to the waters of
Mescal creek, Jackson's lake and Boulder creek and has rights to a
large portion of the surface flow of Big Rock creek, and we control
the Big Rock irrigation district by means of which practically all of
the flow of Big Rock creek can be controlled. ;

Water Control—Conservation

The colonists have constructed a diversion dam on Mescal creek at a
point where t}_me canyon widens out into a high mesa which in turn
broadens and sweeps down to the plain below. From this dam water
will be diverted to two reservoir sites to the east and west where a
small amount of work on the natural basins will complete reservoirs
of large holding capacity. -
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The chief engineer of the colony in an informal report says:

“The area of watersheds adjoining these lands is approximately
80 square miles, which, with 40 inches rainfall per annum, should yield
about 70,000 acre feet of water that could be used if it could all be
saved—enough water with the character of probable crops, to main-
tain 40,000 to 50,000 acres of land under cultivation.

“Under present conditions, however, the first work to be done is
to make use of the minimum flow of water from this water-shed by
putting it on as much land as it will serve—and this is what is now
being done.

“The minimum fow of both Mescal and Rock creeks probably
will take care of some 8,000 to 10,000 acres by the construction of
small diverting dams in the foothills, and leading the waters there-
from by ditch and pipelines to the land being cleared and planted.

ey

Mescal diversion
dam built by
the Colonists

. m

This will make the beginning and foundation from which to enlarge to
the limit of available water. There are four such reservoir sites with
the total capacity of between 30,000 and 40,000 acre feet, and sur-
veys are now in progress to define their actual extent and construction
requlrements.

“Enough is now known to assure an irrigated area that will sup-
port a population of 5,000 souls or more and have an unusual sur-

plus of product for the open market.” -

The Power Projects
Within a half mile of Jackson's lake, which is owned by the

colony, the waters can be so conducted around the mountains that

13
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they may be dropped through a penstock a distance of 500 feet. A
ditch or flume may be continued from that point for about another
mile and the water again dropped through pen-stocks for another
500 or 600 feet. The same may again be repeated at the mouth
of Mescal canyon. This water, thus conducted and utilized, will de-
velop all the power the company will need for years to come. There
are other power possibilities in the mountains nearby of which the
company is endeavoring to gain control.

Some Wonderful Possibilities

Looking into the future for the colony ene can see the wonderful
possibilities at the time of maturity of deciduous trees and other per-
manent crops. " ;

Much of the raw land acaquired by the colony costs less than $10
per acre. [This is as rich soil as was ever plowed. [t will be cleared,
cultivated and planted in deciduous trees.

The elevation of this land especially adapts it to the growing of
deciduous fruits, notably berries, pears, apples, peaches, plums, cher-
ries, olives, figs and walnuts.

The fame of the Antelope valley as a pear growing district is
widespread. Within a few miles of the colony are pear orchards that
are bringing large returns to the owners. Pear trees begin bearing
on a paying basis at about the fifth year, when they bring in returns
of from $25 to $50 an acre. The sixth year runs from $50 to $100 an
‘acre; the seventh from $150 to $300 an acre. The increase in income
is rapid from this time on, running to $1,250 the twelfth year. Some
19-year-old trees in the vicinity are reported as having paid at the rate
of $2,000 per acre.

Alfalfa is grown to a good profit and will yield five or six crops
each year. Kaffir corn, milo maize, barley and other small grains also
produce an excellent crop. All kinds of berries and small fruits can be
grown. Potatoes, sweet potatoes, excellent tomatoes and all kinds of
garden truck thrive and mature fully on this land.

It is not the intention, however, to sell such products as alfalfa,
hay or garden produce. The aim of the colony is to put the products
into the most concentrated form possible. Instead of selling alfalfa
it will be fed to livestock and poultry. Hogs, cattle, dairy and poultry
products will be marketed.

The products of other departments are depended on to support
the colony and' carry out construction and extension and show a clean
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earning. When the land is cleared, plowed, irrigation provided and
trees planted, the value of each acre has been increased more than ten
fold. Each year the value of such land is vastly enhanced and its
earning capacity made greater. :

Caloenists to Feed Themselves

Gardening as it is now conducted is for the purpose of use of the
product on the colony. It is the aim to produce the vegetables, fruits,
dairy and poultry products, meats and at least a portion of the cereals
that the colonists will need for their own use. This forms a large per-
centage of their expenses for food.

To End Exploeitation

Under working conditions today the producer receives a small
percentage of the wealth he produces. The remaining large percent-

L
Among the Bees—-
1

Lrae Co-operators

age goes to his employer, and over this he ceases to have control. The
large percentage, now going to his employer, will, under the colony
plan, go into the property of the company in which the worker ulti-
mately will become an equal sharer with all other stockholders.

Many Lines of Activity

In addition to agriculture, horticulture, stock raising, gardening,
poultry production and dairying there is a diversity of other lines of
profitable activity contemplated in the plans made by the company.

Among these are: A trout hatchery on the upper waters of the
streams; a department devoted to canning fruits, vegetables and meats;
a shoe factory, (which is already producing in Los Angeles and which
is ready to go into the colony as soon as hydro-electric power shall
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have been developed); steam laundry, knitting mill, tannery, bee-
keeping, a motion picture production company, silk manufacturing,
printing and engraving plant and a number of other productive enter-
prises. There is scarcely a useful occupation that will not furnish
capable workers to the colony.

Scientific Methods Used
Hitherto the approved custom in agricultural and horticultural

pursuits has been to spend a large amount of human energy on a small

amount of land, such method being known as intensive cultivation.

In recent years, however, horticulturists and agriculturists have been

able to continue intensive cultivation on a large scale by employing the

best modern machinery, and have attained even better results with far

less human energy expended. This policy will be followed by the®
company in all its operations.

oy

Modern
Agricultural
Machinery

at work

L

We have on the land and working a large tractor engine, gang
plows, levelers, drags and various other heavy machinery used for the
purpose of clearing and preparing land for planting on a large scale.

Plans for the New City

A section of land, a mile square, on the mesa, where the
view reaches from the snow-capped mountains to the southward
down across the magnificent plain to the buttes to the eastward and
the blue mountain range to the far north, has been selected as the
site for the ideal city.

According to the plan the city will be hexagonal in form and the
residential portion will consist of six sections divided by parkways
and by the great inner or central court which will contain the immense

17
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Tentative Plan for Colonist Residence

This plan is for a brick residence, 26 feet 6 inches square, with ceilings
8 feet 6 inches high. The building will have flat concrete roof, and stairs
leading therete. The roof will be inclossd by a wall or railing three feet
high, where arrangements may be made for sleeping purposes. All the wood-
work is to be properly stained or painted. The bathroom to be fitted with
bath tub, lavatory and toilet. All plumbing to be modern, and all labor to be
performed in a first class workmanlike manner.

This plan may be exchanged at any time for the plans of any of the other
houses that may be offered for sale by the Liano del Rio Company, at a price
not in excess of the price of this house. Should a more expensive house be
desired, arrangements can be made to suit the purchaser.
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civic and social center. This center will be surrounded by parks in
which there are six school groups and six lakes with two open streams
of running water flowing to the north.

The main building in the civic center also will be hexagonal in
form and will surround an immense forum in the form of a big theatre
capable of seating several thousand persons. The building will contain
administration offices, library, theatres, gymnasium, art gallery, con-
servatory of music, hall of science, departments of industry, agricul-
ture, economics, commerce, public service and social service. These
departments are expected to cover all branches of activity in the
colony.

Factories, garages, electric transformer station, laundry, store-
houses and large public dining halls will be located at six selected
sites near the outer circle of the city. All of these buildings, according
to plans, will hold to lines of greatest artistic beauty outwardly and
greatest utility inwardly.

The architects have virtually agreed that dwellings shall all be
detached and each surrounded by an enclosed garden; that all con-
struction shall be of the white hydraulic lime Roman bricks, with green
or red tile roofs, all of which material is available on the lands of the
colonists. i

The streets, according to the plan, will be parked and ornamental
shade trees grown in great profusion. Rose pergolas and concrete
grape arbors will cover most of the walkways. A remarkably simple
plan of transportation will enable a person to reach any given point
in the city from any other point, no matter how remote, within a period
of ten minutes.

The plans contemplate furnishing each dwelling or apartment
from a central distribution point with water, electricity for lighting,
heating and cooking purposes; telephone connection, refrigeration and
cooled air; vacuum for cleaning purposes and every other connection
and device for comfort and convenience of the dwellers in the city.
The aim is to abolish household drudgery and give the women and the
men an opportunity for leisure for social life, education and amuse-
ment.

Value of Social Centers

The plans contemplate the establishment of athletics fields where
there will be golf links, baseball diamonds, football grounds, tennis
courts, and running tracks. There will be large outdoor swimming

19



plunges and, in fact, every facility for amusement, sports and pastimes.

There are fundamental reasons for this plan; one is that those who
engage in labor must have some means of enjoyment at hand or they
will become dissatisfied and unhappy. Then, too, the mind will not
develop unless the brain is rested with enjoyment and relief from all
care, which comes best through the struggle for supremacy in sports.
Also the brain develops to a higher degree and is more healthy when
it is absolutely relieved occasionally from care, and enjoys an intense
excitement when such excitement results only in pleasure. The play-
ground has settled more family and neighborhood differences than all
the courts of all our cities; for man will never quarrel with those with
whom he finds his keenest delight.

One of the Colony
Workers

An Ideal Jersey
Cozo

L

Natural Advantages

The material for all this construction, with the possible exception
of the structural steel needed for the administration building and the
machinery for equipment, is to be found on the land all within close
proximity and readily available. This, combined with the fact that
the colonists will have an abundance of skilled labor to put on this
construction work, will vastly reduce the cost and place it at a low
figure as compared with similar achievement in the competitive world.
This is but a brief outline of the plans of those working on this
featur_‘e of the great enterprise.

These plans may be elaborated on, changed or curtailed upon the
judgment of those who may later become interested.
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Education Facilities

Schools of a character that will be a vast improvement over the
average institutions is the aim of the Llano del Rio colonists. The
first school is planned along the lines of the provisions of the state
law. The school has over 50 pupils and more are being added each
week. It would require much space to tell of the school plans. Two
teachers are having all they can do to handle the school at present.
A woman of wide experience in kindergarten and Montessori
work will take charge of that department within a short time.
The new $5000 school building will be erected before the fall term.
With the growth of the colony and the establishment of factories and
various industries, the building of the city with its great social center,

Hunters’ camp
at "

Jackson’s Lake

L

schools will be vocational, as well as classic in character. Here the
opportunity will be given to each child to pursue such play, and such
vocation as his or her own happiness indicates that he or she is hest
adapted to. :

The various industries and the school will be so connected that
the children will be permitted to follow the lines of investigation and
the activities to which their inclinations lead them. The administration

- of the affairs of the company will be conducted in such a manner as to

bring its affairs constantly before the school in such a way that the
children will learn the various arts and industries as well as the nature
and habits of plant and animal life, under the most intelligent direction.

The first year in high school work has been begun. The school
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is receiving supplies from the county. A reference library is sup-
plied by the county. The school furniture is made by colonist cabinet
makers and they keep up with the steadily increasing demand. Voca-
tional classes will soon be established. The upper-grade pupils have
organized a literary society and a debating team will ‘quickly be de-
veloped. : -

The school has grown from nothing to its present size and im-
portance in one term, and it is still growing and is considered by
all as the most important feature of the colony life. :

Night schools are planned and some classes have already been
started. Men and women of all ages will attend these classes and lec-
tures. Technical training is proving most popular. There will be
classes in engineering and other professions. ' .

Waiting for the
Dinner Bell
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Some of the Colowists
Guing Out for
the Day
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Co-operation In Action

SOME ACHIEVEMENTS

Workers at the Llano del Rio Co-operative Colony are making
such rapid progress in so many departments that it is difficult to keep
up with them. Since the adoption of the department plan there has
been greater enthusiasm and activity than ever before.

A rancher of several years experience, who knows California
ranching in all its phases, is in charge of the agricultural department.

The colony started May, 1914, with no members and no assets.
Before the end of the month there were five members—working men.
They possessed four horses, one cow and sixteen hogs. Now there
are more than 350 residents in Llano. There are 400 members, many
of whom will go to the colony in the next few months. Applications
are coming from all parts of the United States, and the correspondence
shows “‘prospects’” from every English-speaking country. California
ranchers predominate in number.

The lonely milch cow has been joined by 100 of her kind. A
herd of fine Jersey and Holstein dairy cows, numbering about eighty-
five, forms one of the important features of the colony. There are
about 115 hogs in pen and pasture and there are many good brood
sows in the drove. The colonists now have about 50 horses,

The first half-dozen hens are a small part of the poultry depart-
ment, as there are now 600 laying hens—white Leghorns—and several
hundred pullets and fowls. Several thousand spring chicks were put
into broocders in April. There are a number of blue-ribbon geese
and some turkeys of excellent stock. The colony boasts the champion
tom turkey of Southern California and will make a specialty of turkeys.
There are about 400 Belgian hares in the rabbitry and they are the
most remarkable multipliers.

The apiary department, as all other divisions, is in the charge of
an expert. This department will henceforth supply honey for the colon-
ists and ultimately run the number of stands of bees up to the thou-

sands.
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Two experienced gardeners are in charge of the garden depart-
ment and have sixty acres for truck gardening,

The colony's giant tractor is plowing every day, and a large
crew is sowing grain and doing other planting. The tractor is clearing
the new land, preparing 160 acres for an apple orchard and about
the same amount for additional pear orchards. This will be under the
care of an expert horticulturist. Several thousand grape cuttings have
been planted. These will be used as table grapes and to manufacture
grape juice.

The new dairy building is of stone and concrete construction, 150
feet long, and is of the latest model and will make the colony one of
the best equipped in the state,. The dairy products are all contracted
for and are bringing good prices. The Llano del Ria creamery butter
has already gained the reputation of being the best in the great valley.

The new chicken coops are 60 by 18 feet and each have a ca-

o)
A row of

| temparary botses

pacity of 500 hens. To these will be added others of a similar type
designed along the latest scientific lines.

It is expected that by midsummer the colony will be producing
90 per cent of all the food it consumes,

By the use of the tractor, two men can plow thirty acres a day.
This machine, pulling a large lister plow, digs ditches at a rate that
makes it do the work of 100 men in that sort of construction. This
machine has dug a ditch two feet deep, two feet wide, and thrown the
dirt three feet, for a distance of half a mile and completed it in twenty
minutes.

A complete modern steam laundry is on the ground and soon
will be installed at the colony and with it steam for the dairy and the
laundry. This steam will supply power to generate electricity to light
the houses and pawer for the printing plant, the planing mill, window,
sash and door mill, the shoe machinery and all other appliances.
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One lime kiln is running and ancther of a more modern type
has just been completed. These will furnish material for the brick
machine and the power mixer. With the white Roman cement bricks
made at this plant on the colony land, the permanent houses in the
colony will be built, including the large administration building that
is projected. '

The Clubhouse

The colonists have built a large clubhouse—50x150 feet, and

in this building most of the single men are housed. Families are

housed in small wooden bungalows and California tent houses and at
ranch houses where ranches have been purchased. Theé building of
the beautiful white bungalows with red and green tiles will relieve
the situation and enable the colonists to more comfortably house the
incoming members.

By
The Clublouse

and
New. Dormitory

The clubhouse forms the civic and social center at this time. In
the large assembly hall, 50x50 feet square, the dances are held and
here the children have their dancing classes. :

The Saturday night dances attract young people from all over
the valley and have done much to pOpulanze the colony with the
younger set of the district.

The United States Government has recognized the importance of
the colony and Llano postoffice has been allowed and a postmaster
has been appointed. :

The Big Rock Creek Irrigation District has been established and
at an election of the district recently held, five members of the colony
were elected directors and other members were elected tax assessor
and tax collector and treasurer. Thus the first election held in that
part of the valley saw a clean sweep for the colonists, who elected
every officer on the ticket.
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The Llano del Rio Public Library is supported by the county and
state and there will ultimately be several thousand books contributed
to this department. ‘

An expert, formerly in charge of important departments of the
Canadian fisheries, will have charge of the colonist trout fishery. The
hatchery will be situated at the Luckel Camp, where the colony wiil
also establish its motion picture factory. The studio will be near the
industrial center of the valley.

The foregoing is but a brief outline of the achievements of seven
months. Such progress is being made in all departments and divi-

L

Romantic Scenery

near the

Fish Hatchery

sions that news grows stale in the printing. Colonists are joining
daily and it is believed the thousard memberships will be taken before
the end of the year. The white city will be the most unigue and beau-
tiful in the world. It will house 6,000 persons.

If you think this is an exaggeration in any way, that a miracle
has not been wrought in this valley, the colonists will do their best
to convince you. You are invited to be their guest and to see for
yourself.
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How to Become a Colonist

An application is made for 750 shares of stock at $1.00 per share,
accompanied by a remittance of $10.00. If application is rejected,
the money will be returned promptly. If accepted, the applicant will
be enrolled as an installment member of the Colony, to pay at least
$10.00 per month, and a contract will be executed providing for con-
tinuous employment at $4.00 per day of eight hours’ work, to take
effect when $750.00 shall have been paid.

The contracts provide that in addition to the $750 to be paid in
cash $1750 shall be paid in labor by deducting $1 per day, or more
if desired by the colonist, from the $4 daily wage, for which the col-
onist receives 1250 additional shares of the capital stock, at the par
value of $1.00 per share, and a deed to a lot 50 x 100 feet, with a
residence to be erected thereon.

The Company will not s=ll any one person more than 2,000 shares
of stock. Ninety days grace will be allowed if for any reason the
applicant should not be able to make any payment when due.

The cost of food, clothing and any private service, or materials, is
deducted from the wages, and any surplus over and above the cost of
living and the amount applied on the membership accumulates to the
credit of the member, to be paid in money out of the surplus profits of
the Colony. In addition to supplies purchased and services rendered
by the Colony, each member, should they so desire, may draw as much
as $75.00 per year in cash to be used outside of the Colony.

Any member desiring board at the Colony Club is charged 75
cents per day, and the amount is deducted from his wages. Members
desiring to keep house secure their supplies at the commissary and the
amount is deducted from their wages. Children large enough to work
will be furnished employment when they and their parents desire, at
wages commensurate with their services, and the amount is credited
to the account of their parents. In this way it is possible for children
to be able to earn a membership in the Colony.

To summarize:

Each shareholder agrees to buy 2,000 shares

Each pays cash $750. _

Each pays in labor $1,750. g

27



I -
I
|
I
‘ I
‘ !
IJ wage.
| i
i and c
may k
l : {
2
]
: I other
o A
It 9 made
g ment:
g
O
-
o
| o
Ll o)
| =~
o
‘ g} : Prove
g Impo
(o) .
o along
= worlc
= urger
5}
=
m .
@) serion
= and :
pellir
an in
Such
to be
own
sense

tive
c0-0]




Each receives a daily wage of $4. {

Deferred payments are made by deducting $1 from the daily
wage.

Out of the remaining $3 a day, the colonist gets the necessities
and comforts of life.

The balance remaining to the individual credit of the colonist
may be drawn in cash out of the surplus profits of the enterprise.

A cerlain agreed per cent in cash may be drawn during each year.

Continuous employment is guaranteed.

Provisions are made for vacations at the option of the colonist.

Each member holds an equal number of shares of stock as every
other shareholder. : :

Each member receives the same wage as every other member.

All payments—cash, drafts, checks and money orders—must be

made payable to Llano del Rioc Company. Not responsible for pay-
ments made otherwise.

Co-operation a Necessity

No co-operative enterprise that has ever been launched has failed.

Every effort at communal ownership has been of value

Each attempt to solve the problem of collective ownership has
proven a valuable addition to the sum total of knowledge on this
mmportant subject.

Co-operation finds friends most readily among persons educated
along lines of understanding of the great radical movement of the
world. A contributor to the Western Comrade in writing on the
urgent need of co-operation says:

“For the mass of working people the problem grows ever more
serious as they are driven near to or even over the line of subsistence
and are threatened by the imminence of poverty and dire want.

“The social reasons for co-operation are no less urgent and com-
pelling. Along with the growth of democratic institutions, there is
an increasing demand for men and women with the Social instinct.
Such workers are in demand everywhere to build up the state that is
to be and to guide aright the efforts of the people to manage their
own affairs, * * # ;

“The growing demand for social service, the development of a
sense of human solidarity and the recognition of the value of associa-
tive and community effort constitute the social reasons for the notice
co-operation is attracting.”’
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The Ofhicers of the Company

The officers of the Llano del Rio Company are as follows:

PRESIDENT, JOB HARRIMAN, attorney, for thirty years a prominent
leader in the Socialist and labor movement of America.

VICE-PRESIDENT, FRANK P. McMAHON, former president of Los An-
geles Central Labor Council (two terms); former president Los Angeles County
Building Trades Council; president Labor Temple Association (two years);
secretary Los Angeles Bricklayers’ Union for five years; former president of
California State Conference of Bricklayers and 27 years in trade union and
Socialist movements.

TREASURER, A. F. SNELL, cashier of First National Bank of El Monte,

California. For twenty years a Socialist.

SECRETARY, G. P. McCORKLE, a banker of 20 years experience and a
Socialist of several years standing. Has charge of books and accounting system
of the colony and city office.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY, FRANK E. WOLFE, editor. First editor of
California Social-Democrat; many years experience as editor daily newspapers;
Socialist writer and playwright. Former member National Committee Socialist
Party. Present editor Western Comrade and in charge of publicity and corres-
pondence department of colony.

DIRECTORS: W. A. ENGLE, former president Los Angeles Central Labor
Council and secretary-treasurer of that body for fhive years. Formerly vice-
president of California State Federation of Labor. Has been for many years
active in Labor organizations and Socialist movement.

L. A. COOKE, architect of wide experience in group planning on large
scale. State licensed architect. Had extensive training in European centers.
Has built many of highest class residences of Pasadena and Santa Barbara. Has
charge of building operations at the colony. A Socialist and student of long
standing.

D. J. WILSON, for 25 years in flour mill and mercantile business. Tock
a prominent part in labor movement in New York in early 80’s as organizer
of Knights of Labor. Has been a Socialist since 1896. He now has charge of
purchasing and real estate department.

W. S. ANDERSON, formerly a locomotive engineer and member of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. Has had much experience in farming
in the East and has been ranching in California ten years, where he has been
most successful. Thoroughly understands agriculture and stock raising. Has
been @ Socialist for many years. He has taken out a membership in Llano del
Rio Colony for five members of his family.



Your Gateway to Freedom

Are you tired of the struggle in the cut-throat competitive system?
Have you fought long enough in the uneven and all but hopeless
battle?

Are you not ready now to join forces with these comrades, the
men and women who have gone into this co-operative movement with
the determination of making a collective effort to reach the goal of
freedom and happiness and to show the world the possibilities and
desirability of co-operative action?

Nearly all the desirable land in America has been seized. Almost
all the water rights are held by the greedy capitalist.

Here is almost the last remaining chance for an opportunity
where the land is cheap and the water plentiful.

The colonists have secured an abundance of water and land, and
can secure more land, as their control of the water gives them a com-
manding position in their district.

This land and water need but the application of human energy to
develop a principality in the beautiful Antelope valley. It may be the
last opportunity of the sort ever given to the workers of America.

But a limited number of memberships in the colony will be
available. :

Do you want to secure a membership now and plan to join us as
early as possible?

Write today and tell us your age and occupation. Do not allow
any small or imagined obstacle to stand in your way. We may be
able to assist you.

Don’t delay. The step you take today may be the opening of the
gateway to your freedom. :

Address your cemmunication to

The Llano del Rio Company
C. V. Eggleston Co., Fiscal Agents
924 Higgins Building, Los Angeles, California

All Payments-checks, cash, and money orders—must be made to the Llano del
Rio Company. Not responsible for payments made otherwise.
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‘makes a picture that is embarrassingly grotesque. Not 1n the
~ hyperbole of Mark Twain, Dosticks, or even the undaunted

Barron Munchauson do we find its equal. The News stands
alone. Now if the Stamford News knows that Socialism is

- Wwrong, that knowledge came by a careful investigation. There

have been certain facts deduced from the history of our race

«which prove its immorality and impracticability, and justifies
- these accusations. We gall on the News to display those

facts. We are anxious to see thew that we may arrive at a
correct conclusion of the matter. And if they are not given

we will be free to conclude that the News has fallen mto a

a position that neither its intelligence or its. reason can de-
fend.

Now we do not wish to be harsh or insulting, but the
slurs and ridicule to which the Socialisis are daily subjected
are such as to demand a reply, clothed in a spirit of unmis-
takable plainness. We hold no ill will toward anything ex-
cept what we pelieve to be érronous ideas; and have cited the
News article merely to show how little the average mind
knows of the Socialist sentiment and the significance of the

,move}nent. We do not wish to personate, and if wa did, the

worst thing we could say of the editor of the News1s that we
like him very much and have always found him a kind and

. good man. But as all men in agsuming any position concern-

ing anything, are apt to get up against things they know noth-

. ingabout, so we feel it has been thus with the News. And

in order vo justify our feelings and maintain eour position we

-propose to cite a few [lacts and make a few comparisons, and

in doing so, no doubt, we too, will be brought against things
we know nothing about and will be forced to draw our con-

clusions without consulting some very important items.
v
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The Socialist Party and the
Working Class

Opening address delivered by

EUGENE V. DEBS
R

candidate for President of the Socialist Party,
Indianapolis, Ind., September 1, 1904.

My, Chairman, Citizens and Comrades:

There has never been a free people, a civilized
nation, a real republic on thig earth. Human
society has always econsisted of masters and
slaves, and the slaves have always been and are
today, the foundation stones of the social fabrie.

Wage-labor is but a name; wage-slavery is the
fact.

‘The twenty-five millions of wage-workers in the
United States are twenty-five millions of twentieth
centnry slaves.

This is the plain meaning of what is known as

THE LABOR MARKET.

And the Iabor market follows the capitalist flag.

The most barbarous fact in all Christendom is
the labor market. The mere term sufficiently ex-
presses the animalism of commerecial civilization.

They who buy and they who sell in the labor
market are alike dehumanjzed by the inhuman
traffic in the brains and blood and hones of hu-
man beings. ;

The labor market is the foundation of so-called
civilized society. Without these shambles, with-
out ‘this commerce in human life, this sacrifice of
manhood and womanhood, this barter of babes,
this sale of souls, the capitalist civilizations of all

5 3



lands and a]l climes would erumble to ruin and
perish from the earth.
"~ Twenty-five millions of wage- sla,ves are bought
and sold daily at prevailing prices in the Ameri-
can Labor Market. ;
This is the
PARAMOUNT ISSUE

in the present mational campaign.

T.et me say at the very threshold of this discus-
sion that the workers have but the ome issue in
this campaign, the overthrow of the capitalist
system and fthe emanclpatmn of the woﬂung class
from wage-slavery.

The capitalists may bave the tariff, finance,
imperialism and other dust-covered and moth-
eaten issues entirely to themselves.

The rattle of these relics no longer deceives

- workingmen whose heads are on their own shoul-
ders. ; :

They know by experience and observation that
the gold standard, free silver, flat money, pro-
tective tariff, free trade, 1mper1ahsm and anti-
imperialism all mean capitalist rule and wage-
slavery.

Their eyes are open and they can gee; their
brains are in operation and they ean thinlk:

The very moment a workingman begins fo do
his own thinking he understands the paramount
issue, parts company with the capitalist politician
and falls in line with his own class on the political
‘battlefield.

The political solidarity of the working class
means the death of despotism, the birth of free-
dom, the sunrise of civilization. :

Having said this much by way of introduction
I will now enter upon the actunalities of my

theme.
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" THE CLASS STRUGGLE.

We are entering fonight upon a' momentous
campaign. The struggle for political supremacy
is not between political parties merely, as appears
upon the surface, but at bottom it is a life and
death struggle between two hostile economic
classes, the one the capitalist and the other the
working class.

The capitalist class is represented by the Re-
puhlican, Democratie, Populist and Prohibition
parties, all of which stand for private ownership
of the means of production aud the triumph of
any one of which will mean continued wage-
slavery to the working class.

As the Populist and Prohibition sections of the
capitalist party represent minority elements which
propose to reform the capitalist system without
disturbing wage-slavery, a vain and impossible
task, they will be omitted from this discussion
with all the credit due the rank and file for their
good intentions, i

The Republican and Demoeratic parties, or, to
be more exact, the Republican-Democratic party,
represents the capitalist elass in the elass strug-
gle. They are the political wings of the capitalist
system and such differences as arise between them
relate to spoils and not to principles.

‘With either of these parties in power one thing
is always certain and that is that the capitalist
class are in the saddle and the working class
under the saddle.

Under the administration of both these parties
the means of production are private property,
production is earried forward for capitalist profit
purely, markets are glutted and industry para-
Iyzed, workingmen become tramps and criminals,
while injunetions, soldiers and riot guns are
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brought into action to preserve ‘‘law and order??
in the chaotie carnival of capitalistic anarchy.

Deny it ag may the cunning capitalists who are
clear-sighted enough to perceive it, or ignore it
g8 may the torpid workers who are too blind and
unthinking to see it, the struggle in which we are
engaged today is a class struggle, and as the toil-
ing millions come to see and understand it and
rally to the political standard of their class, they
will drive all capitalist partieas of whatever name
into the same party, and the class struggle will
then be so clearly revealed that the hosts of labor
will find their true place in the conflict and strike
the united and decisive blow that will destroy
slavery and achieve their full and final emanmci-
pation. :

In this struggle the workingmen and women and
children are represented by the Socialist party
and it is my privilege to address you in the name
of that revolutionary and uncompromising party
of the working elass.

ATTITUDE OF THE WORKERS.

What shall be the attitude of the workers of
the United States in the present campaign? What
part shell they take in it? What party and what
principles shall they support by their ballots?
And whyt

These are questions the importance of which
is not sufficiently recognized by workingmen or
they would not be the prey of parasites and the
servile tools of seheming politicians who use them

- ouly at election time to renew their master’s

lense of power and perpetuate their own jgnor-
ance, poverty and shame,

Tn answering these questions T propose fo be as
frank and candid as plain-meaning words will
allow, for T have but one object in this discussion
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and that object is met office, but the truth, and
I shall state it as I see it if I have to stand
alone. : !

But I shall not stand alone for the party that
has my allegiance and may have my life, the
Socialist party, the party of the working class,
the party of emancipation, is made up of men
and women who know their rights and-scorn to
compromige with their oppressors; who want no
votes that can be bought and no support under
any false pretense whatsoever.

The Socialist party stands squarely upon its
proletarian principles and relies wholly upon the
forces of industrial progress and the education
of the working class.

The Socialist party buys no votes and promises
no offices. Not a farthing is spent for whiskey
or cigars. Every penny in the campaign fund

is the voluntary offering of workers and their

sympathizers and every penny is used for educa-
tion. 3

‘What other parties can say the same}

Ignorance alone stands in the way of Socialist
success. The capitalist parties understand -this
and use their resources to preveni the- werkers
from seeing the light. {

Intellectual darkness is essential to indusfrial
slavery.

Capitalist parties stand for Slavery and nght.

The Socialist party is the herald of Freedom
and Light.

Capitalist parties cunningly contrive to divide
the workers upon dead issues.

The Socialist party is umhng them upon the
living issue: A

Death to Wage Slavery! -

‘When industrial slavery is as dead as the issues

i









THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Tet us briefly consider the Republican party
from the worker’s standpoint. It is capitalist to
the core. It has not and can mnot have the slight-
est interest in labor except to exploit it.

Why should a workingman support the Repub-
lican party?

Why should a millionaire support the Socialist
party?

For precisely the same reason that all the mil-
lionaires arve opposed to the Socialist party, all
the workers should be opposed to the Republican
party. It is a capitalist party, is loyal to capital-
ist interests and entitled to the support of capi-
talist voters on election day.

AN it has for workingmen is its ‘‘glorious

past’’ and a ‘‘glad hand’’ when it wante their
votes. : :

The Republican party is now and has been for
several years, in complete control of government.

What has it dove for labor? What has it not
done for eapital?

Not one of the erying abuses of capital has
been curbed under Republican rule.

Not one of the petitions of labor has been
granted. ; ;

.The eight hour and anti-injunetion bills, upon
which organized labor is a unit, were again ruth-
lessly slain by the last congress in obedience fo
the capitalist maaters.

David M, Parry has greater influence at Wash-
ington than all the millions of organized workers.

Read the national platform of the Republican
party and see if there ig in all its bombast a
erumb of comfort. for lahor. The convention that
adopted it was a capitalist convention and the

10

only thought i
its vote witho
In the only
to speak easy
ists who own
it in power.
The labor
Democratic pa
redeemable. ]
and justice to
iy worse than
leading and s
that labor sh
leaves nothing
Justice to 1

The old par
is false preten
well in the p

" votes of unthi

‘What worki
national conve

The grand
nates, corpor
gamblers, pro
ists and othe
but there was
horny-headed
were nob in it

Compare tl
of the Socia
of working m
in the interes

TH

But a part
ropregentative
Who are tl



yublican party
is capitalist to
ave the slight-
it it.

yrt the Repub-

t the Socialist

at all the mil-
Jist party, all
the Republican
yyal to capital-
pport of eapi-

its ¢“glorious
it wants their

d has been for
of government.

'hat has it not

of capital has

abor has been

ion bills, upen
ere again ruth-
n obedience fo

ience at Wash-
anized workers.
the Republican
its bombast a
convention that
ntion and the

only thought it had of labor was how to abstract
its vote without waking it up. A

In the only reference it made to labor it had
to speak easy so as to avoid offense to the ecapital-
ists who own it and furnish the boodle to keep
it in power. |

The labor platforms of the Repubhcan and
Democratic parties are interchangeable and non-
redeemable. They both favor ‘‘justice to capital
and justice to labor.’’ This hoary old platitude
is worse than meaningless. It is false and mis-
leading and so intended, Justice to labor means
that labor shall have what it produces. This
leaves nothing for capital.

Justice fo labor means the end of eapital.

‘The old parties intend nothing of the kind. It
is false pretense and false promise. It has served
well in the past. Will it continue to cateh the

" votes of nnthinking and deluded workers?

What workingmen had part in the Republican
national convention or were honored by it?

The grand coliseum swarmed with trust mag-
nates, corporation barons, money lords, stock
gamblers, professional politicians, lawyers, lobby-
ists and other plutocratic tools and mercenaries,
but there was no room for the horny-handed and
horny-headed sons of toil. They built if, but
were not in if.

Compare that convention with the convention
of the Socialist party, composed almost wholly
of working men and women and controlled whol]y
in the interest of their class.

THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES,

But a party is still better known by its chosen
representatives than by its platform declarations.
‘Who are the nominees of the Republican party
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for the highest offices in the gift of the nation
and what is their relation to the working class?
First of all, Theodore Roeosevelt and Charles
W. Fairbanks, candidates for President and Vice-
President, respectively, deny the class struggle
and this almost infallibly fixes their status as
friends of capital and enemies of labor. They
insist that they ean serve both; but the fact is
obvious that only one can be served and that one

‘at the expense of the other. Mr. Raosevelt’s

whole political career proves-it.

The eapitalists made no mistake in nominating
Mr. Roosevelt. They know him well and he has
served them well. They know that his instinets,
associations, tastes and desires are with them,
that he is in fact one of them and that he has
nothing in common with the working class.
 The ouly evidence to the contrary is his mem-
bership in the Brotherhood of Locomotive Fire-
men which seems to have come to him co-incident
with his ambition to suceeed himself in fhe presi-
dential chair. He is a full fledged member of
the union, has the grip, signs and passwords,
but it is nof reported that he is atiending meet-
ings, doing picket duty, supporting strikes and
boyeotts and performing such other duties as his
union obligation imposes,

ROOSEVELT ENDORSED CLEVELAND.

‘When Ex-President Grover Cleveland violated
the constitution and outraged justice by seizing
the state of Illinois by the throat and handeuffing
her civil administration at the behest of the crime-
stained trusts and corporations, Theodore Roose-
velt was among his most ardent admirers and
enthusiastic supporters, Ie wrote in hearty com-
mendation of the atrocious act, pronounced it
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most exalted patriotism and said he would have
done the same himself had he been president.

And so he would and so he will!

- How impressive to see the Rough Rider embrace
the Smooth Statesman! Oyster Bay and Buz-
zards’ Bay! ‘“‘Two souls with but. a single
thought, two hearts that beat as one.”’

There is also the highest authority for the state-
ment charging Mr. Roosevelt with declaring about
the same time he was lauding Cleveland that if
he was in command he would have such as Alt-
geld, Debs and other traitors lined up against a
dead wall and shot into corpses. The brutal
remark was not for publication but found its way
into print and Mr. Roosevelt, after he hecame a
candidate, attempted to make denial, but the dis-
tinguished editor who heard him say it pinned
him fast, and the slight doubt that remained was
dispelled by the words themselves which sound
like Roosevelt and bear the impress of his war-
like visage.
~ Following the Pullman strike in 1894 there was
an indignant and emphatic popular protest against
‘¢ government by injuncfion,’’ which has not yet
by any means subsided.

Organized labor was, and is, a unif against
this insidious form of judicial usurpation as a
means of abrogating constitutional restraints of
despotic power.

_ROOSEVELT UPHOLDS ‘‘GOVERNMENT BY INJUNC-
; TION.’?

Mr. Roosevelt with his usual zeal to serve the
ruling class and keep their profesting slaves in
subjection, vaulted into the arena and launched
his vitriolic tirade wupon the mob that dared
oppose the divine decree of a corporation judge.

f‘Men who object to what they style ‘govern-

13



ment by injunction’,’’ said he, ‘‘are, as regards
the essential principles of government, in hearty
sympathy with their remote skin-clad ancestors,
who lived in caves, fought one another with stone-

headed axes and ate the mammoth and woolly

rhinoecercs. They are dangerous whenever there
is the least danger of their making the Drinciples

of this ages-buried past living factors in our

present life. They arve not in sympathy with men
of good minds and good civie morality.’’

In direct terms and plain words Mr. Roosevelt
denounces all those who oppose ‘‘Goverament by
Injunction’” as cannibals, barbarians and anar-
chists, and this violent and sweeping stigma em-
braces the whole organized movement of labor,

‘every man, woman and child that wears the badge

of union labor in the United States,

It is not strange in the light of these facts that
the national congress, under President Roosevelt’s
administration, suppresses —anti-injnnetion and
eight-hour bills and all other measures favored
by labor and resisted by capital,

No stronger or more convineing proof is re-
quired of Mr. Roosevelt’s allegiance to capital
and oppesition te labor, nor of the class struggle
and class rule which he so vehemently denies;
and the workingman who in the face of these
words and acts, can still support Mr. Roosevelt
must feel himself Aattered in being publiely pro-
claimed a barbarian, and sheer gratitude, doubt-
less, impels him to erown his benefactor with the
highest honors of the land.

If the working class are barbarians, according
to Mr. Roosevelt, this may aceount for his esteem-
ing himself as having the very qualities necessary
to make himself Chief of the Tribe,

But it must be noted that Mr. Roosevelt de-
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Roosevelt de-

nounced orgaﬁized labor as savages long before

he was a candidate for president. After he be-
came 2 candidate he joined the tribe and is today,
himself, according to his own dictum, a barbarian
and the enemy of civie morality.

The labor union to which President Roosevelt
belongs and which he is solemnly obligated to
support, is unanimously opposed to ‘¢ Government
by Injunction.’’ President Roosevelt knew it
when he joined it and he also knew that those
who oppose injunction rule have fthe instinets of
cannibals and are a menace to morality, but his
proud nature succumbed to political ambition, and
his ethical ideals vanished as he struck the trail
hat Ted to the tribe and, after a most dramatic
scene and impr:essive' ceremony, was  decorated
with the honorary badge of international bar-
barism.

THow Theodore Roosevelt, the trade-unionist,
can support the presidential candidate who de-
nounced him as an immoral and dangerous bar-
barian he may decide at his leisure, and so may
all other union men in the United States who are
pranded with the same vulgar stigma, and their
ballots will determine if they have the manhood
to resent insult and rebuke its author, or if they
have been fitly characterized and deserve humilia-
tion and contempt. :

STRIKE BREAKERS IN ROOSEVELT’S CABINET.

The appointment of Judge Taft to a cabinet
position is corroborative avidence, if any be re-
quired, of President Roosevelt’s fervent faith in
Government by Injunction. Judge Taft first came
into national notoriety when, some years ago, sit-
ting with Judge Ricks, who was later tried for
malfeasance, he issued the celebrated injnnction
during the Toledo, Ann Arbor and North Michi-
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gan railroad strike that paralyzed the Brother-
hoods of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen and
won for him the gratitude and estecm of every
corporation in the land. He was hauled to To-

lede, the headquarters of the railroad, in a special

car, pulled by a special engine, on special time,
and after hastily eonsulting the railroad magnates
and receiving instructions, he let go the Jjudicial
lightning that shivered the unions to splinters and
ended the strike in total defeat. Judge Taft is
a special favorite with the trust barons and his
elevation to the cabinet was ratified with joy
at the court of St. Plute.

Still again did President Roosevelt drive home
hig arch-enmity fo laber and his implacable hos-
tility to the trade-union movement when he made
Paul Morton, the notorious union hater and union
wrecker, his secretary of the navy. That appoint-
ment, was an open insult te every trade unionist
in the ecountry and they who lack the self-respect
to regent it at the polls may wear the badge, but
they are lacking wholly in ‘the spirit and prin-
ciples of union labor,

Go ask the brotherhood men who were driven

- from the C. B. & Q. and the striking union ma-

chinists on the Santa Fe to give you the pedigree
of Mr. Morton and you will learn that his hate
for union men is equalled only by his love for
the scabs who take their places.

Such a man and such another ag Sherman Bell,
the military ferret of the Colorado mine owrers,
are the ideal patrwts and personal chums of Mr.
Roosevelt and by houoring these he dishonors
himself and should be repudiated by the ballot of

‘every working man in the nation,

Mr. Tairbanks, the Republican candidate for

. Vice-President, i a corporation atforney of the
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first class and a pluteerat in good and regular
standing. He is in every respect a fit and proper
representative of his party and every millionaire
in the land may safely support him.,

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

In referring to the Democeratic party in this
discussion we may save time by simply saying
that since it was born again at the St. Louis
convention it is near enough like its Republican
ally to pass for a twin brother.

The former party of the ‘‘common people’’ is
no longer under the boycott of the plutocracy
since it has adopted the Wall street label and
renoiinced its middle class heresies.

The radieal and progressive element of the
former Democracy have been evicted and must
seek other: quarters. They were an unmitigated
nuisance in the conservative counsels of the ‘old
party. They were for the ‘‘common people’’ and
the trusts have no use for such a party.

Where buf to the Socialist party can these
progressive people turn? They are now without
a party and the orly genuine Democratic party
in the fleld is the Socialist parfy and every true
Democrat ‘should thank Wall street for driving
him out of ‘a ‘party that is democratic in name
only and info one that is democratic in fact.

The $f. Louis convention was a trust jubilee.
The Wall street reorganizers made short work
of the free silver element. From first to last it
was a eapitalistic convoeation. Labor was totally
ignored. As an incident, two thousand choice
chairs were reserved for the Business Men’s
League of ,St. Louis, an organization hostile to
organized lahor, but not a chair was tendered to
those whose labor had built the convention hall,
had clothed, transported, fed and wined- the dele-
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gates and whose votes are counted on as if they
wera s0 many dumb driven cattle, to pull the
ticket through in November.

As another incident, when Lieutenant Rich-
mond Hobson dramatically declared that President
Cleveland had heen the only president who had
ever been patriotic enough to use the federal
troops to crush union labor, the trust agents,
lobbyists, tools and elackers sereamed with delight
and the convention sheok with applause.

The platform is precisely the same as the Re-
publican platform in relation to labor. It says
nothing and means the same. A plank was pro-
posed condemning the outrages in Colorado under
Republican administration, but upon order from
the Parryites it was promptly thrown aside.

LABOR LOBBIES THROWN OUT.

The editor of *‘American Industries,”’ orgen
of the Manufacturers’ Association, commented at
length in the issue of July 15th, on the triumph
of capital and the defeat of labor at both Repub-
lican and Democratic mnational conventions.
Among other things he said: ¢‘The two labor
lobbies, partly similar in make-np, were, to put
it bluntly, thrown out bodily in both places.”’
And that is the simple fact and is known of all
men who read the papers. The capitalist organs
exult because labor, to use their own brutal ex-
presaion, was kicked bodily out of both the Repub-
lican and Demoecratic national conventions,

‘What more than this is needed to open the eyes
of workingmen to the fact that neither of these
parties is their party and that they are as strange-
1y out of place in them as Rockefeller and Van-
derbilt would be in the Socialist perty?

And how many more times are they to be
¢‘Kicked - out bodily’’ before they stay out and
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join the party of their class in which labor is
not only honored but is supreme, a party that is
clean, that has conscience and convictions, a party
that will one day sweep the old parties from the
field like chaff and issue the Proclamation of
Labor’s Emancipation?

Judge Alton B. Parker corresponds precisely to
the Democratic platform. It was made to order
for him, His famous telegram in the expiring
hour removed the last wrinkle and left it a
perfect fit.

Thomas W. Lawson, the Boston millionaire,
charges that Senator Patrick MecCarren, who
brought out Judge Parker for the nomination,
is on the pay roll of the Standard Oil Company

‘as political master mechanic at twenty thousand

dollars a year, and that Parker ig the chosen tool
of Standard Oil. Mr. Lawson offers Senator
MeCarren one hundred thousand dollars if he will
disprove the charge.

BRYAN COMPROMISES WITH PIRATES.

William Jennings Bryan denounced Judge
Parker as a tool of Wall street before he was
nominated and deelared that no self-respecting
Democrat eould vote for him, and affer his
nomination he charged that it had been dictated
by the trusts and secured by ‘fcrooked and inde-
fensible methods.’”” Mr. Bryan also said that
labor had been betrayed in the convention and
need look for nothing from the Democratic party.
He made many other damaging charges against
his party and its candidates, but when the supreme
test came he was not equal to it, and instead of
denouncing the betrayers of the ‘‘ecommon peo-
ple’’ and repudiating their made-to-order Wall
street program, he compromised with the pirates -
that scuttled his ship and promised with his lips
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the support his heart refused and his conscience
eondemned,

The Demoeratic nominee for President was one
of the Supreme judges of the State of New York
who declared the eight hour law unconstitutional
and this is an index of his' political character.

In his address accepling the nomination he
makes but a single alusion te labor and iu this
he takes occasion to say that labor is charged
with having recently used dynamite in desfroying
property and that the perpetrators should be sub-
jeeted to ‘“the most rigorous punishment known
to the law.?? This cruel intimation amounts to
conviction in advance of trial and indicates
clearly the trend of his capitalistically trained
judicial mind. He made mo such reference to
¢apital, nor to those ermined rascals who use
judicial dynamite in blowing up ‘the constitution
while Izbor is looted and starved by capitalistic
freebooters who trample all law in the mire and
leer and mock at their despoiled and helpless
victims,

DAVIS MATCHES FAIRBANKS.

Tt is hardly necessary to make more than pass-
ing reference to Henry G. Davis, Democratic can-
didate for Viee-President.. He is a coal baron,
railroad owner and, of course, an enemy to union
labor. He has amassed a great fortune exploiting
his wage-slaves and has always stremuously re-
sisted every attempt fo organize them for the
betterment of their condition. Mr. Davis is a
sta\‘.}nch believer in the virtue of the injunction
as applied to union labor, As a young man he
wasg in charge of a slave plantation and his con-
viction is that wage-slaves should be kept free
from fthe contaminating influence of the labor
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master.

Mr. Davis is as well qualified to serve his party
as is Senator Fairbanks to serve the Republican
party and wage-workers should have no trouble
in making their choice between this precious pair
of plutocrats, and certainly no intelligent WoTk-
ingman will hesitate an instant to discard them
both and cast his vote for Ben Hanford, their
working elass competitor, who is as loyally de-
voted to labor ag Fairbanks and Davis are to
capital,

THE SOCIALIST PARTY,

In what has been said of other parties I have
trmd to show why they should not be supported
by the common people, least of all by working-
men, and I think I have shown clearly enough
that such workers as do support them are guilty,
consciously or unconseiously, of treason to their
class. They are voting into power the enemies
of labor and are morally responsible for the
crimes thus perpetrated upon their fellow-workers
and sooner or later they will have to suffer the
consequences of their miserable acts.

"The Socialist party is not, and does not pre-
tend to be, a capitalist party. It does not ask,
nor does it expect the votes of the capitalist
class. Such capitalists as do support it do so
seeing - the 'approaching doom of the capitalist
gystem and with a full understanding that the
Socialist party is not a capitalist party, nor a
middle class party, but a revolutionary working
class party, whose historie mission it is to conquer
capitalism on the polifical battlefield, take control
of government and through the public powers
take possession of the means of wealth production,
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abolish wage-slavery and emancipate all workers
and all humanity.

The people are as capable of achieving their
industrial freedom as they were to secure their
political liberty and hoth are necessary to a free
nation. :

CAPITALIST SYSTEM OUTGROWS PROGRESS.

The capitalist system is no longer adapted te
the needs of modern society. It is outgrown and
fetters the forces of progress. Industrial and
commiercial competition are largely of the past.
The handwriting blazes on the wall. Centraliza-
tion and combination are the modern forces in
industrial and commercial life. Competition is
breaking down and co-operation is supplanting it.

The hand teols of early times are used no more.
Mammoth machines have taken their places. A
few thousand capitalists own them and many
millions of workingmen use them.,

All the wealth the vast army of labor produces
above its subsistence is taken by the machine
owning capitalists, who also own the land and the
mills, the factories, railroads and mines, the for-
ests and fields and all other means of production
and transportation.

Hence wealth and poverty, millionaires and
beggars, castles and caves, luxury and squalor,
painted parasites on the houlevard and painted
poverty among the red lights.

Hence strikes, boyeotts, riots, murder, suicide,
insanity, prostitution on a fearful and increasing:
seale,

The capitalist parties ean do nothing. They
are a part, an iniquitous part of the foul and
decaying systemi.

There is no remedy for the ravages of death.

Capitalism is dying and its extremities are
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already decomposing. The blotches upon the sur-
face show that the blood mo longer cireulates.
The time is near when the cadaver will have to be
removed and the atmosphere purified.

In eontrast with the Republican and Democratie
conventions, where politicians were the puppets
of plutoerats, the convention of the Socialist party
consisted of working men and women fresh from
their labors, strong, clean, wholesome, self-reliant,
ready to do and dare for the cause of labor, the
cause of humanity.

Proud indeed am I to have been choser by such
a body of men and women to bear aloft the pro-
letarian standard in this campaign, and heartily
do I endorse the clear and cogent platform of
the party which appeals with increasing force
and eloquence to the whole working class of the
country.

To my associate upon the national ticket I give
my hand with all my heart. Ben Hanford typifies
the working class and fitly represents the historie
migsion and revolutionary character of the So-
cialist party.

CLOSING WORDS.

These are stirring days for living men. The
day of crisis is drawing mear and Socialists are
exerting all their power to prepare the people
for it. ;

The old order of society can survive but little
longer. Socialism is next in order. The swelling
minority sounds warning of the impending change.
Soon that minority will be the majority and then
will come the co-operative commonwealth.

Every workingman should rally to the standard
of his class and hasten the full-orbed day of

~ freedom,

Every progregsive Democrat must find his way
s



in our direction and if he will but free himself
from prejudice and study the principles of Social-
ism he will soon be a sturdy supporter of our
party.

Every sympathizer with labor, every friend of
justice, every lover of humanity should support
the Socialist party as the ouly party that is organ-
ized to abolish industrial slavery, the prolific
source of the giant evils that afilict the people.

‘Who with a heart in his breast can Jook upon
Colorado without keenly feeling the crueltics and
crimes of capltahsm‘ Repression will not help
her. Brutality will only ‘brutalize her. Private
ownership and Wage-slavery are the eurse of Colo-
rado. Ouly socialism will save Colorado and the
nation. : :

The overthrow of capitalism is the object of the
Socialist party. Tt will not fuse with any other
party and it would rather die than compromise,

The Socialist party compwhends the magnitude

of its task and has the patience of preliminary

defeat and the faith of ultimate vietory.

The working class must be emanelpa.ted by the
working eclass,

Woman must be given her true place in society
by the working elass.

Child Iabor must be abollahecl by the workmg
class.

Society must be recomstrueted by the workmg
class.

The workmg class must. be employed by the
working class..

The fraits of Iabor must be engoyed by the
working class.

War, bloody war, must be ended. by the work-
ing class. :

These are the principles and objects of the So-
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Eugene V. Debs

A Biographical Sketch

Fugene V. Debs, Socialist Party candidate for
President, was born in Terre Haute, Ind,, in 1855,
and at the age of 15 years began work as a rail-
road employee in the Vandalia railroad car shops.
Afterwards he worked as fireman on a freight
engine for geveral years and became a member
of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen. He
was made editor of the Brotherhood magazine in
1877, and three years afterwards he was chosen
general seeretary and treasurer, a position whieh
he occupied for thirteen years, resigning in 1893
to organize the American Railway Union, which
was intended to unite the railway workers of
America in one great organization.

Within a year the Great Northern Railway
strike was fought and wom Through this con-
test the wages of thonsands of workers from St.
Paul to the Pacific coast were saved from reduc-
tion and the railway managers awoke to the fact
that they had a new power to grapple with,

In May, 1894, the famous Pullman strike oc-
eurred. Unable to effect a gettlement hy arbitra-
tion, the A. R. U. took up the matter in the na-
tional convention in session at Chicago in June.
As a result a boycott was declared against the
Pullman ears. Within a few days the entire rail-
road system of the country, extending from Chi-
cago west and south to the Gulf and. Pacific coast
was tied up and the greatest labor war in the
country’s history was on.

On July 2, 1894, Judges Woods and Grosscup,
at Chicago, issued a sweeping ¢¢ ommibus?’? injune-
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tion. Debs and associates were arrested for con-
tempt of court, on alleged violation of the injunc-
tion. They were tried in September, but Judge
Woods did not render a verdict until December,
when he condemned Debs to six months’ impris-
onment and his associates to three. The case
wag carried to the Supreme Court, which sus-
tained the lower eourt, and in May, 1895, the im-
prisonment in Woodstock Jail began. The term
expired on November 22, 1895, and on the even-
ing of that day the prisoner was tendered a re-
ception in Chicago, the like of which that city
had never seen.

Debs and his associates were also indicted and
placed on trial for conspiracy, and the trial con-
tinued until the evidence of the prosecution had
all been heard, but suddenly when the defense
began to testify, a juror was taken ill during a
temporary adjournment and the trial abruptly ter-
minated in gpite of all efforts of the defendants
to have it continned. They were anxious to bring
the General Managers’ Association into court
and show who were the real law-breakers and
destroyers of property. The trial was never re-
sumed, presumably hecause an acquittal by a jury
upon substantially the same charge as that mpon
which -they were imprisoned for contempt would
have been fatal to Judge Woods.

On January 1, 1897, Debs issued a circular to
the members of the A. R. U., entitled ‘‘Present
Conditions and Future Duties,’’ in which he re-
viewed the political, industrial and economic con-
ditions, and came out boldly for Socialism, Among
other things he said: ¢‘The issue is, Socialism va.
Capitalism. T am for Socialism because I am for
humanity. The time has come to regenerate so-
ciety—we are on the eve of a universal change.’’

When the A. R. U. met in national convention
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in Chieago, in June, 1897, that body was merged
into the Soeial Democracy of America, with Debs
as chairman of the National Executive Board.
The following year (1898) the Social Democratic
Party was started as the result of a split in the
Social Demoeracy. In 1900 Debs was nominated
for President as candidate of the Social Demo-
eratic Party, which was afterwards merged with
the larger part of the split Soecialist Labor Party
into what is now the Socialist Party.

During the past seven years Debs has devoted
3]l his time to lecturing and writing for Social-
ism, and has also takem part in some notable
strikes in the industrial and mining centers of
the Bast and West.' He has visited every state
during his travels and carried the Socialist mes-
sage into ‘more places ’rhan probably any other
man in America.
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Ben Hanford

A Biographical Sketch

Ben Hanford of New York, candidate for
Vice-President on the Socialist Party ticket, has
long been known as one of the hardest workers
in the Socialist movement. :

He combines to an exceptional degree the quali-
ties of agitator, speaker and writer, and he is
thercfore a fitting companion to the Presidential
candidate, Eugene V., Debs,

Hanford has been a Socialist more than ten
yearscand a trade unionist for twice that period.
He was born in Cleveland, O., 46 years ago, but
began life as a wage worker in a country print-
ing office in Iowa, He shortly afterwards went
to Chicago, where he joined the International
Typographical Union, of which he has been a
member ever since. He has worked in printing
offices in every large city east of Missouri.

Hanford became a Socialist in Philadelphia,
and upon removing to New York in 1892 not only.
continuned his activity as a trade unionist, but
threw himself into the Socialist movement with
all the intensity and earnestness which has al-
ways characterized him.

Although he has never held an office in his
union, and hag never been a candidate for ome,
he has answered to the call of duty for the po-
litical working eclass movement several times,
In 1898 he was the candidate of the Socialist La-
bor Party for governor of New York, but leay-
ing that party the following year because of dis-
agreement with its poliey, he joined the Social
Democratic Party (which is the official name of
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the Socialist Party in New York state), and in
1900 and 1902 was its candidate for Governor,

Hanford’s writings have become deservedly
popular, his ‘‘Railroading in the United States’’
winning distinetion for its merit and originality.
His articles in The Worker have attracted wide-
spread attention. His portrayal of ¢‘The Jimmie
Higginses’’ appealed to all Socialists and has fur-
nished a name now universally used for a type
of faithful workers in the ranks of the Socialist
army.

Two gqualities go to make Hanford a. convine-
ing and an inspiring speaker—a burning earnest-
ness, as evident in his daily private life as in his
appearance on the platform, and an ability to
clothe his thoughts and feelings in the simplest
and most direct language, so that no hearer can
fail to understand.

More than this, he is a workingman, a elass-
congeious workingman, in every fibre of his heing
—living the life of the working class, thinking its
thoughts and instinet_with its feelings, full of its
growing hope and self-reliance, hating class rule
with all his soul and despising the sham and
meanness and cruelty which are necessary to what
is conventionally called ‘‘success.’’ Thus he
speaks for the working class when he speaks from
his own experience, and he gpeaks in the sincere
and unmistakable language of his class.

£
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The ealves are seen to roast the cook.
On men are riding the horses:

On freedom of veaching and laws of light
The Catholic owl discourses.—Heine.

Socialism, the Antichrist

The Catholic Church is the Christian Church par excellence. It is
the most potent Christian institutional church in the world. Its attitude
toward Socialism is, therefore, very typical of the institutional church
in general.

Pope Leo XIII issued two encyclicas concerning Socialism, one of
which was dated May 15, 18971, and the other January 18, 1goz. In
these documents he enlarges upon the Christian Democracy, destined
to replace in the future Christion Socialism. He distinguishes between
Christian and Political Democracy. The task of the Christian Demo-
cracy consists in the veligious and moral elevation of the souls and is
based on the principles contained in the Christian faith. Christian
Democracy has therefore to preserve vested rights in property, to
preserve class privileges and to strengthen by all means the existing
form of the State and Socicty with all powers at its command.
Christian Democracy should not neglect the interests of the higher
classes. Religion and wirtue should be the foundation of all social and
political activity. The social problem is primarily a religious and moral
problem and must be solved by religion and morality. Christian love,
expressed in charity and almsgiving, has its important mission, How-
‘ever, it is necessary that all Catholics unite in order that the Christian
Democracy may be effective. Such a unification of all Catholic forces
is especially imperative for the purpose of combating Social Democracy,
threatening alike the existing State and Church.

The priests are therefore urged to impress upon the mind of the
people to be careful to avoid unrest and preachers of unrest and dis-
satisfaction, to avoid the discussion of wseless questions, to respect
other people’s rights, to ohey the powers that be and serve them
willingly. The priests are further instructed to imbie the people with
religious ideas of life, so as to furnish consolation in the vicissitudes of
life and gather force for the highest aim,—the heavens.

Obviously the only thing new in the encyclicas is the term Christion
Democracy. Old, sour wine in a new cask! Asceticism, servifity,
petrified dogmatism, life beyond the grave are the things dished out
by the Pope as remedies against the crying injustices of our social-
economic fabric; a clerical stone instead of the bread of rational self-
help advacated by the Socialists. There are among us servants and
masters, poor and rich, persecutors and persecuted, oppressors and
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oppressed, exploiters and exploited, vested rights and.ft_aarful_ wrcmg?s.
What of it? The Church says, “Let us have peace, religion, virtue (?)
in this ‘vale of tears and sighs’ and all wrongs will be _rlghted after we
are dead and buried.” What an elevating, ennobling program of
endeavor! Indeed, all evil in this world ruled by the Lord Almighty
is, according to the teachings of the church, necessary, nay ]aenevolent.
1i there were no evil, where would there be any necessity for the
spiritual services of the Holy Church? If there were 119 poor, there
would be no need in almsgiving, no “sweet” charity.. If there were
no ignorance, there would be no superstitious fear, no 1rratmna} hope,
no stupid satisfaction with misery, no servile submissicn to gxpimtat]cm,
no respect for social parasites and drones! And the State is to be con-
sidered the protector of the Church, while the latter is the handmaid
of the former. Manus manum lavat! What a touching harmony
between the policeman and the self-appointed representative of God an
earth! :

Such is the attitude of the Roman Catholic Church toward the
modern Labor movement, toward its advance guard—the Socialist
movement.  And it is the consistent attitude on the part of an institu-
tion based on class inferests sanctioned by religious supernaturalism.
It is the consistent attitude of all institutional churches—Catholic,
Protestant, Mohammedan or Mosaic. The historic mission of all
institutional churches consists in hypnotizing the toiling masses of

humanity into passive submission to the ruling classes. The Lord of

all churches is an unlimited monarch, a despot, benevolent or otherwise
The Kingdom of

as the case may be, but a despot just the same.
Heaven is a monarchy, where only the will of one is law. A
democratic republic on earth is a defiance of the Lord Almighty, as
represented by the church. The latter never did and never can con-
sistently reconcile itself to a democratic republic, all its hypocritica
assertions to the contrary. What is true concerning political ireedom,
political democracy is thousandfold more true in respect to economic
democracy to Sccialism. The very idea of economic democracy must
he abhorrent to a truly religious person, to a genuine Christian
Political democracies are very inhospitable toward orthodox Chris
tianity and this inhospitahility is rather alarmingly increasing with the
spread of popular enlightenment in spite of the moral and financial
support, of the ruling classes and the official capitalist State. [t i
easy enough to imagine what will happen to the churches within the
f6lds of the co-operative commonwealth of the future! The simple fac
that under Socialism everybody who is in good health will have either
to work in some capacity or other, or get along without the necessitie
of life, the eliminating of social-economic parasitism is sufficient ¢
horrify the leisure class of middlemen between the Kingdom of Heaves
and the miserable brood of Adam and Eve. August Bebel is per
fectly correct in his statement that “Christianity and Secialism are &
antagonistic to each other as fire and water. The so-called sout
kernel of Christianity is not specifically Christian, but rather generall
human. What actually distinguishes Christianity are its teaching
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and dogmatic rubbish (Dogmenkram) inimical to humanity.” Indeed
historical Christianity was always inimical to culture and civilization.

The known historian of Culture and Civilization, the Bavarian,
F. Coll, states as the result of his researches concerning the role of the
church as follows: “The Christian Church presented humanity with
persecutions, auto da fe's and perdition (Verderben), with obstruction
(Hemmung) and enslavement instead of development and advance-
ment of Science. It brought barbarity and raving fanaticism instead
of culture and humanitarianism, it spread mental darkness and popular
stultification instead of enlightenment. Only when the church lost its
deadly grip on the popular mind, in the XIII-XIV centuries in [taly
and in the XV century in Germany, was there a revival of interest in
the study of the literary treasures of pagan antiquity. The dawn of
rejuvenated progress dazzled the eyes of the Western World, ac-
customed to the dismal gloom of the Dark Ages, and the progress went
on with the aid of the non-Christian Arabian culture in spite of all
persecution and obstruction on the part of the frantic church, who for
ages kept the classics of Greece and Rome buried heneath heaps of
dust and rubbish.” :

What else could be expected from a “revealed” religion, founded
on blind faith, slavish submission to autherity and tradition—unreason-
ing acceptance of dead dogmas and most flagrant superstition? The
institutional church is of necessity inimical to its own deadly enemies—
culture and civilization, based on human reason and its unhampered
exercise: observation, investigation, experimentation and rational gen-
eralization or deduction from carefully ascertained facts.

Religion knows miracles, Science but immutable laws of nature.
Religion teaches blind faith in the unexplainable. Its motta is: “Credo
quia absurdum est!” (“I believe in spite of its absurdity!”) Science
investigates the mysterious and removes the mystery. Religion revels
in mysteries as certain beings in muddy water. The muddier, the
merrier is the sport.

There is no common ground between Religion and Science.
Religion cannot be reformed, it can only he weakened. With the
advance of knowledge the gods spread their wings and depart to
some nook and corner of the earth where the darkness of ignorance
still reigns supreme: Spain, Russia, France, Canada. The concrete
(objective) foundation of all revealed religions is a miserable humanity
clamoring for mystic salvation of souls, whatever that term may mean.
The self-imposed task of each religion is to save from imaginary
instead of actual evil. And the most astounding fact about the struggle
with self-created phantoms is, that the religions looked for a means of
salvation outside of humanity, above the carth to another phantom. It
is 2 Punch and Judy show of ghosts with the church pulling the strings,
while the stupid crowd gazes with holy terror at the performance and
the shekels flow and flow in a generous stream into the spacious
pockets of the priests. The imaginary evil serves as a means of mask- -
ing the actual evils of an unjust and irrational social-economic system.
The salvation of the soul is an ingenious means of making people

5



forget the urgent salvation of their material self from _exploi:catioq by
the rich and powerful. And the Kingdom of Heaven is an ingenious
he people with the frightful wrongs of the

means of consoling t with ful wrong
material existence on earth. Rationalized humanity 18 willing to re-

linquish the Kingdom of Heaven, as the Qerm‘an poet says, to :Lhe
angels and sparrows. And Socialism is rationalism applied to social-
economic institutions. Socialism is based on the theory of evolution.
Socialism would be impossible without emancipated modern thought,
Free Thought and Science. ; :

The modern agnostic or atheistic phase of the labor movement
called Socialism, is anything but Christian, Nay, it is anti-Christian
Modern Socialism is the Anti-Christ. According to a Sicilian legend
“The Anti-Christ shall scem as Christ himself. There shall be great
want and Anti-Christ shall go from fand to land and give bread to
the poor and he shall find many followers.” o

The similarity between primitive Christianity and Socialism is but
superficial indeed. Modern Socialism recognizes but material evil as
the foundation of all other evils. Tt recognizes that the exploitation
of men by men is responsible for the poverty, ignorance and wvices of
the toiling masses. It insists on the irrationality, wastefulness and in-
justice of our present sysiem of society and preaches rational, scientific
readjustment of social relations in harmony with the progress in the
modes of production. Socialism is not a scheme of salvation con-
cocted by a man or a group of men. It is a new phase of civilization
destined to replace our present commercial one, which outlived its
usefulness. There is nothing mystic or mythical about modern Social-
ism. It has no need in supernatural sanction. [t appeals to human
reason, to the best and noblest that is in men, to his love of his fellow-
men, to bis sense of justice and fair play, to his artistic instincts.
Socialism is concerned only with human affairs on the earth, it preaches
social-economic self-help, co-operation in the exploitation of bountiful
nature. Socialism is animated by the spirit of meliorism. Socialists
are confident that a normal material existence is the necessary founda-
tion of a normal, spiritual life, that material salvation must necessarily
lead to spiritual salvation, provided human souls are in need of
salvation from anything except irrationality and superstition.

‘The miracles performed by Socialism are far more important than
the miracles recorded in the Bible. Socialism united more than seventy

millions of toilers of all races, climes and countries of the world into
one international brotherhood, into one political organization with com-
mon fundamental prineiples based on rational economic and democratic
ideals. The church divided them in so many religions, denominations
and creeds. Socialism has done more for the preservation of peace
on earth and good will to men, than the Christian Church during the

thousands of years since the vicarious atonement of its founder.
Socialism broke the silent majesty of the material misery of the

masses by spreading the gospel of discontent with unjust and irrational

social economic institutions, Socialism created a mnew Social con-

science, it brought a new social hope of a better, brighter future on
6
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carth into the most magnificent palace and the most miserable hovel.
It caused a revaluation of ethical conceptions, based on an unrefutable
indictment of the profit, rent and interest system, the unholy trinity
sanctioned by the Church from time immemorial. Socialism forced
its way into the governments of the world, into the institutions of
learning, into the arts and literatum, nay—horribile dictu—into the
bar and pulpit. Socialism is in the very air we breathe. It cannot
be ignored. Tt compels respect and attention by the logic of its argu-
ments, by the character and number of its adherents, by the loftiness
of its ideals, by the nobility of its aspirations, hy its humanitarian
enthusiasm.

The martyrologue of Socialism is far more inspiring of awe and
reverence to all the friends of humanity than the martvrologue of
Christianity. The martyrs of Socialism suffered and died, not for a
phantom but for maunkind, for the betterment of the material condition
of their persecuted, downtrodden, exploited brothers in htimanity.

Socialism is the proletarian movement turned conscious, it is the
proletarian movement turned rational and articulate, it is the philosophy
and ethics of the proletarian movement. Socialism appeals to the suf-
fering majority in the words of the Russian poet :

“My friend, my brother, weary, suffering brother, whoever you
be, be not discouraged. Let untruth and evil have full sway on earth
that is watered with tears, let the sacred ideal be crushed and defamed,
let them shed the blood of innocents. Believe me, the time is comine
when Baal will perish, and T.ove will return upon earth! Not with a
crown of thorns, nor oppressed with chains, nor with a cross upon its
bent shoulders. Tt will come into the world in its strenoth and snlendor,
in its hands a bright torch of glory. There will be in the world neither
tears, nor warting, nor crossless graves, nor serfs, nor cheerless, dead-
ening want, nor the sword, nor pillory.

“O my friend! That bright vision is not a dream, nor an empty
hope. Look about you—everywhere evil appresses ton much, everv-
where night is too dark! The world will grow tired of torments, will
get weary of senseless battles—and it will raise to Love. to unhampered
Love, its eyes, full of vearning.”

The fundamental principles of Socialism cannot he reconciled
with the fundamental principles of the institutional church. Such
fundamental principles are economic determinism or the materialistic
conception of history including the role of the class struggle in human -
social development. .

“The mode of production in material life determines the general
character of the social, political and spiritual processes of life. Tt is
not the consciousness of men that determines their existence, but, on
the contrary, their social existence determines their consciotisness. At
a certain stage of their develonment, the material forces of production
in society come in conflict with the existing relations of nroduction. or
—what is but a legal expression for the same thing—with the nroperty
relations within which they had been at work hefore. TFrom forms of

7



development of the forces of production these relations turn into their
fetters. Then comes the period of social revolution. With the.change
of the economic foundation the entire immense stperstructure is more
ot less rapidly transformed.” (Karl Marx: “A Contribution to the
Critique of Political Economy.” New York, 1904. Pages 11-12.)

To read these graphic lines means to realize how utterly in-
compatible Economic Determinism is with Religious conceptions of
the causes “determining the general character of the social, political,
and spiritual processes of life,” and especially with Christian conception
of these processes. It is one of the two. Either a supernatural being
or the mode of production in material life. It cannot he both at the
same time. To claim that the deity fashions “the production in ma-
terial life” is to take refuge to a sophistic subterfuge. And again—
the spiritual processes of life, including religion are, according to K.
Marx, also the products of material life. Can this clear statement be
reconciled with the hazy teachings of the institutional Church? Or is
Revelation to he explained as the result of “the mode of production in
material life?” Can Revelation be identified with Revolution, or even
peaceful, slow Evolution? To ask these guestions means to answer
them. Indeed all Christians deny the validity of Economic Determin-
ism as they deny the validity of Determinism and Materialism in
general. So-called “Christian Socialists” claim even that economic
Determinism is not essential to Social philosophy. However rational,
i. e. Scientific Socialism is unthinkable without historic: materialism.
If history is but the result of the will. whims and fancies of an un-
knowable, supernatural persomality—there is no place for rational

endeavor on the part of single lovers of mankind and groups of such

men—large or small—to consciously shape social institutions to suit
their ideas and ideals. Surely no sane person will be satisfied with
the frequently advanced sophistic subterfuge. that the deity works out
its plans by proxy, through the agency of human beings, especiallv
selected for that purpose. Modern minds want to know. instead of
believing in something nobody knows anvthine about. Mystics may
enlarge upon the unreliabilitv of our senses, the limitations of cur
human mind to their hearts’ content. However, this admitted un-
reliability and limitation is in no way an argument against trusting
our senses and using our mind in all processes of life. Unreliable as
our senses may be, limited as otir mind mav be. oir senses and mind
are our only guides in the intricate labyrinth of the universe. What
would we think of a man groping in a dark. mvsterious place with a
small taper in his trembling hands, who wauld throw awav this taper,
preferring to grope in utter darkness? Another fundamental princinle
of Socialist philosophy is the recognition of the fact that the conflict
of the material interests between the class of emplovers of labar.
canitalists, on the one hand and the class of emplovees. on the
other hand, laborers, catises an unconscious struogle between
these two classes. Socialists trv to introduce the consciotisness
into this class struggle with the purpose of abolishing .classes
from human society forever. The Christian Church cannot con-
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sistently admit the existence of this class antagonism and
struggle without subscribing at the same time to the materialistic con-
ception of History, of which the theory of the Class struggle is but a
derivative. All maudlin prattle about the “inscrutable ways of provi-
dence” will not blind any rational person to the absurdity of the sup-
position, that a deity would for seme mysterious purpoese create antago-
nistic classes, allow them to fight out their battles and fill the world with
misery, degradation and incongruities.

All rational reformers or revolutionists base their actions on the
tacit or expressed assumption that man is not a passive puppet in the
hands of a deity, but that he is to a considerable extent, the master of
his own destinies, especially when acting in harmony with his fellow-
men. This assumption is irreligious, unchristian on the face of it. If
the world is governed by a deity, the human will and mind count for
nothing. On the other hand, if the world is ruled by laws—the human
mind may study these laws and use them to the advantage of humanity.

. If the world is governed by a deity—all that man may do is to humbly
- pray and fast.

On the other hand—if the world is ruled by laws—
Thinking and working makes men free,
while praying and fasting enslaves them. People pray and fast because
they fear, people think and work because they love. If God be Love,
as some Christians claim—He must be a total stranger te the institu-
tional church, whose hands are stained with the blood of martyrs for
Freedom and human rights.

The final aim of Socialism is to emancipate humanity from the
thraldom of material subjection, to make it a brotherhood of equals
as far as chances for advancement and fundamental rights are con-
cerned—to organize society on principles of science, art and human
sympathy. The institutional church certainly cannot consistently sanc-
tion such ideals.

Is Religion a private affair, as some Socialists claim officially?
If religion means a theory of the universe, a philosophy of life, a
code of morals—it cannot be considered as a private, i. e., exclusively
personal matter. In modern society the inter-relations and con- .,
sociations of all its members are so very complex and vitally inter-
woven, that not only the actions, hut even the sentiments and thoughts
of one and each are to a great extent the concern of all others. We
are the keepers of our brothers whether we do or do not like it.
Religion as defined by us deeply affects our thoughts, our sympathies,
our ideals, our conceptions of right and wrong, our relations to our
fellowmen, to the state and social groups. [t cannot, therefore, be said
truthfully, that religion is a private affair.

The arguments advanced by the adherents of the principle of non-
interference or strict neutrality in religious matters are in the main
as follows: Religion has to be treated as a personal matter out of
consideration of tactics. Soecialism having enough antagonists as a
strietly secular movement, it were unwise to arouse some mare op-
position by openly declaring hostility to the institutional church. Tt
were unwise to unchain the beast of religious hatred, intolerance and

man can think and worls.
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superstition. Religion being only a superstructure of material condi-
tions, with the change of these conditions will have to go out of ex-
istence by itself. As Laboriola states it in his Essays on the Material-
istic Conception of History, “Ideas do not fall from heaven, and what
is more (important), like other products of human activity, they are
formed in given circumstances, through the action of definite needs,
thanks to the repeated attempts at their satisfaction, and by the dis-
covery of such and such other means of proof, which are, as it were,
the instruments of their production.and elaboration. Even ideas in-
volve a basis of social conditions.” And yet we maintain, that the
declaration: “The Socialist Party is not comcerned with matters of
religious belief,” is untruthful and consequently unwise. Tactics are
out of place iw questions of fundamental principles. In great things
and small, Truth is the best policy. The Materialistic conception of
history on which modern Socialist philosephy 1s built cannot possibly
be reconciled with the mystic conception of the institutional church,
It is either Chyist or Antichrist. It is no use to shut our eyes to the
mortal antagonism between the two. Christ canmot be reconciled wwith
Antichrist. They cannot live in peace, as the past cannot be identified
with the future, as night and day cannot co-exist at the same time.
The church knows it, too, very well.

Socialism has heen opposed on many strange grounds, but here
is the latest: A Prof. Kirby of the Catholic University of Washington,
D. C, says he believes “Socialism is a very great menace to our
civilization,” these are his very words, “because it appeals to the best
in human nature; because it appeals to the imagination, and because
much of its criticism of present-day institutions is well founded.”
And then he adds: “I would use all my influence to prevent its
development; but for all that I believe it is useless to combat it by
saying that it is impossible, that it is ridiculous or that it is full of
errors.  The danger lies in misunderstanding, in underrating Social-
istn, and in assuming that those of us that are comservative are
altogether right.”

© “The heresy of the hour” is the characterization that Arch-
bishop Farley of New York put upon Socialism in an address at the
Cathedral College. The New York Tribune states that the attack was
inspired by the annual report of Monsignor Wall, spiritual director of
three hundréd Sunday school teachers and missionaries belonging to
the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine.  Monsignor Wall had set
forth to the teachers two grgwipg_ obstacles in their work of keeping
Catholics true to the faith-—Socialism and the settlement houses “that
work into the sympathies of the poor Catholic by clothing him and
giving him food and then rob him of his faith”—after the “Fashion of
Christian missionaries in Mohammedan and Buddhist communities.
Archbishop IFarley backed up the monsignor by saying: .
approved of the part of your director general’s report that concerned
ﬁ}quahsm. He could not have been too strong in a denunciation of

1s propaganda. [t is the heresy of the hour—a rampant heresy. It

is an organized attempt to establish a religion in which no religion,
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~of the principles of Socialism.
profession of Atheism.

no faith, is taught. And look at the means they have of spreading
this doctrine. I am informed that there are thirteen hundred news-
papers in the world propagating the principles of Socialism. It is
corroding the working classes. In the factories of this and more con-
servative countries, such as England and Germany, the workingmen
are furnished these newspapers free. They devour daily this mental
pabulum that poisons their souls. I have recently completed a study
I find that its leaders make an open
With them there is no hereafter; ‘this life
ends it all.” ‘Eat, drink, and be merry,” they say, “for tomorrow we
die” TFortunately Catholics have not been influenced to a Very large
extent by the spread of this new doctrine.” T thank God for it. Tt is
for you and for me to combat this common enemy. Teachers must tell
the clergymen of the parish in which they are working when they find
that Socialism is making inroads.” Socialists will know by these
presents that they are heretics, and any Catholic authority will inform
them of the end they may expect as such. Tt i is, briefly, that after one
or two admonitions they are to be abandoned to the secular arm to be
put to death without the shedding of blood, to-wit: by being burned
at the stake. That is the formula. FHow much did it profit our Sacial-
ist friends to put that plank in their platform declaring that “Social-
ism has nothing to do with religion ?”

The Church knows that Socialism, in spite of the declaration of
neutrality of the latter in relicious matters, undermines the very foun-
dation of the former. The Church 'rm!ww that Socialism is the Anti-
christ and must combat it with all the powers and resources of religion.
For the Church it is a question of life and death, a Rtruwgle for ex-
istence. Why, then, should the Socialists not engage in an open ag-
gressive campaign against the Church? Would not an honest. open
war between Christ and Antichrist be more dienified, more wise and
more effective than a false pretence of neutrality and a defensive atti-
tude toward the attacks of the Church? Tet us have the courage of
our convictions, not only in matters of social and economic significance,
but in all tlnnf*q affecting the interests of the toiling masses of human-
ity, including religious institutions.

But aside from all considerations of moral warfare, is it not a fact
that the institutional Church was always and is now the bulwark of
class-rule and exploitation of the masses by the privileged mmorltleq?
Is it not a fact that the institutional Church itself always was and is
now one of the most pams1t1c institutions humanity was ever afflicted
with? Ta use the expression of the great German poet and thinker
—the church always had a good stomach. It devoured many a nation.
And even now the church, as all parasites. thrives best where {he
people are the weakest menhlly and economically—in Spain, France,
Canada, Russia and Southern Ttaly. What justification have we Social-
ists in shutting our eves to the parasite features of the institntional
Church? Why should we ignore the fact that the Church in the
United States enjoys, for instance, freedom from tavation? Ts not
this freedom from taxation of church property an indirect tax on the
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working class? And is not the entire expense of maintaining the
Church in the final consideration carried by the producing class ?

In sixteen years the aggregate value of church property in the
United States, as estimated by Dr. H. K. Carroll, who compiled the
religious statistics for the goverament in 18090, has increased from
$670,496,489 to $1,257,575,.867. The gain on all is 85 per cent. The
gain on property held by the Catholic church is 147 per cent. There
could not be a stronger argument than this for the taxation of church
property, and it is about time for Protestants, who can hold their own
with the Catholics neither numerically nor financially, to see the duty
imposed upon them as citizens if not as Christians.  Our legislatures
are filling up with Roman Catholics who are prevented by their re-
ligion from voting to tax Catholic church property, but can place any
disability they choose on other property.

Under the head of “value of church property” is included the
estimated value in 1906 of the buildings owned and used for worship
by the organizations reporting, together with the value of their sites,
and of their furniture, organs, bells, etc. It does not include the value
of rented buildings or halls, nor of parsonages, parochial school build-
ings, theological seminaries, monasteries, convents, or the like. Re-
ports as to the value of church property owned were made by 186,132
organizations, or 877 per cent of the total number. The total
value of church property reported in 1906 for all denominations,
was $1,257,675 86% of which $935,042.578 was reported for Protestant
bodies, $202,638,787 for the Roman Catholic Church, and $28,004,502
for all the remaining bodies.

In the consideration of the foregoing statistics it must be kept in
mind that some bodies are not very fully represented. For example,
for the Jewish congregation only 747 organizations or considerably less
than one-half the entire number, reported the value of church property
owned by them, and, similarly, for the Church of Christ, Scientist,
only 401 organizations, or not much more than three-fifths of the entire
number, made a report. TFor the Roman Catholic Church, only a little
more than four-fifths of the total number of organizations made any re-
port of property owned, while the Eastern Orthodox Churches as a
whole, show a report for only about one-fifth of afl their organizations.
In these, and in other cases, there has not heen. therefore, a full report
of the value of church property, and the total amounts shown, even
though large in themselves, do not, in all probability represent the
whole amount of property owned and used for worship by the several
denominations. The figures for 1890, like those for 1906, also probably

do not stand for the entire value of church property owned and used
for worship at that period,

The Unitarians, with church property valued at $14,263,277, as
reported by 406 organizations, have a comparativelv low rank in total
value, but are first in point of average value, with an average of
$3_5,I31 for each organization reporting. The Tewish congregations,
with property valued at $23,198,925, as reported by 747 organizations,
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rank just above the Unitarians in total value, but are second with
respect to average value, with an average value of $31,056. The
Roman Catholic Church, which is first in point of total value of
church property reported, $202,638,787, comes third in the average
yalue per organization reporting, with $28,431, and is followed by the
Church of Christ, Scientist, and the Protestant Episcopal Church, with
average values per organization of $21,061 and $20,644 tespectively.
The increase from 1800 to 1906 in the value of church property re-
ported was $578,149,378, of which $386,246,871 represents the increase
in the value of the property reported by Protestant bodies and $174,-
515,441 the increase in the value of the property reported by the Roman
Catholic Church. The Methodist bodies reported the largest increase
of any of the Protestant denominations, $97,310,817, and were followed
by the Baptist hodies with an increase of $£7,514,533, and the Presby-
terian bodies with an increase of $55,328,099. The percentage of in-
crease shown for the different families varies greatly. Leaving out
of consideration the phenomenal increases shown for the Church of
Christ, Scientist, and the Eastern Orthodox Churches, the property
reported by the Latter-day Saints more than trebled in value, while
the independent churches, the Roman Catholic Church, the Disciples
or Christians, the Jewish congregations, the TLutheran bodies, the
Dunkers, and the German Evangelical Synod of North America, re-
ported increases of more than 100 per cent.

The church is not a producer, but a consumer. It exists on the
means of the toilers. Tt has no means of its own. Ernest Crosby de-
scrihes correctly this state of affairs in his “poem in prose” entitled,
“The Collection.”

“T passed the plate in church.

There was little silver, but the crisp bank-notes heaped themselves up
high before me; :

And ever as the pile grew, the plate became warmer and warmer,

Until it finally burned my fingers, and a smell of scorching flesh

Rose from it, and T perceived that some of the notes were beginning
to smoulder and curl, half-browned at the edges.

And then T saw through the smoke into the very sithstance of the
money, and T beheld what it really was.

T saw the stolen earnings of the poor, the wide margin of wages pared
down to starvation;

T saw the underpaid factorv girl eking out her living on the street,
and the overworked child, and the suicide of the discharged miner :

T saw poisonous gases from great manufactories spreading death and
discord; '

I saw despair and drudgery filling the dram shop;

1 saw rents screwed out of brother men for permission to live in
God’s land.

T saw men shut out from the hosom of the earth and hegoing for the
poor privilege to work, in vain, and becoming tramps and paupers
and, drunkards and lunatics, and crowding into almshouses, in-
sane asylums, prisons:
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I saw ignorance and vice and crime growing rank in stifling filthy
slums ;

I saw usury, springing from usury, itself again born of unjust monopoly |

and purchased laws and legalized violence;

I saw shoddy cloth and adulterated food and lying goods of all kinds,
cheapening men and women and vulgarizing the world;

I saw hidecusness extending itself from coal mine and foundry over
forest, and river and field.

I saw money grabbed from fellow grabbers and swindled from fellow

* swindlers, and underneath them the workmen forever spinning it
out of his vitals.

I saw all the laboring world, thin and pale and bent and careworn and
driven, pouring out this tribute from its toil and sweat into the
laps of the richly dressed men and women in the pews, who only
glanced at them to shrink from them in disgust;

T saw money worshipped as a God, and given grudgingly from hoards
so great that it could not be missed, as a bribe from superstition
to a dishonest judge in the expectation of escaping hell.

I saw all this, and the plate burned my fingers so that I had to held it
first in one hand and then in the other, and T was glad when the
parson in his white robe took the smoking pile from me on the
chancel steps and, turning about, lifted it up and laid it on the
altar. ;

It was an old-time altar indeed, for it hote a burnt offering of flesh
and blood—a sweet savor unto the Moloch whom these people
worship with their daily round of human sacrifices.

The shambles are in the temple as of yore, and the tables of the money-
changers waiting to be overturned.”

And who will overturn the tables of the money changers if not
Socialism—the Antichrist? It was Christ Jesus’ mistaken notion that
he could successfully accomplish it without at the same time destrov-
ing the temple. The fact is that the femple and the money chancers
belong together. There is no stronger alliance in history than that
between the parasitic classes oppressing the masses economically and
politically on one side and the spiritual hypnotizers of the people on the

other, between the ruling class and the institutional church.’

Socialism, the Antichrist will break up this evil alliance between
the earthly and heavenly trusts by doing away forever with class-rule
and the institutional church simultaneously. _

Socialism will free men and women economically, materially.
And economic, material freedom will free men and women mentally and
morally from the thraldom of the church.

. Socialism is unthinkable without the materialistic comception of
history and the mstitutional church is unthinkable with the matevialistic
conception of history.

Religion cannot therefore be a private affair from the point of
view of logical Socialism. The soooner we realize it the hetter. The
Socialist Party of America ought to declare openly and unequivocally
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its opposition to the institutional church in its general declaration of
principles. It ought to incorporate into its minimum oprogram (im-
mediate demand) the following points:

1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical property
shall no longer be exempt from taxation.

2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, in
the Legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons, asylums, and
all other institutions supported by public money, shall be discontinued.

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educational and
charitable institutions of a sectarian character shall cease. j

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by the
government shall be abolished; and especially that the use of the
Bible in the public schools, whether ostensibly as a text-book or avow-
edly as a book of religious worship, shall be prohibited.

. We demand that the appointment by the President of the

United States or by the governors of the various states, of all religious
festivals and fasts shall wholly cease.
" 6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in all other
departments of the government shall be abolished, and that simple
affirmation under the pains and penalties of perjury shall be established
in its stead.

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the
observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed.

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of
“Christian” morality shall be abrogated and that all laws shall be con-
formed to the requirements of natural morality, equal rights and impar-
tial liberty. ‘

0. We demand that not only in the Constitution of the United
States and of the several states, but also in the practical administration
of the same, no privileges or advantages shall be canceded to Chris-
tianity or any other special religion; that our entire political system
shall be founded and administered on a purely secular hasis; and that
whatever changes shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently,
unflinchingly, and promptly made.

THE 'COMMON ENEMY.

Religion the foe alike of the Freethinker and of the Socialist.

The term religion admits of several interpretations. However
vague and hazy the term religion may be in the popular mind, to the
critical thinker religion appears as a psychological (a German would
say “Voelker-psychologisch”) growth of two principal aspects.

Religion comprises, on the one hand, a theory of the universe: at
large, a cosmogony, and on the other hand, a system of cenduct in
every day life-ethics.

The religious cosmogony is demolished to such an extent by nat-
ural sciences as to present in our distressingly sober age a rather pitiful
although somewhat quaint. and picturesque ruin. No amount of
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modernization by so-called “higher criticism” (whatever that term
may mean) can restore the barbarian splendor of this ruin. To gal-
vanize a corpse does not mean to restore it to life. The system of
conduct identified in the popular mind with religion is vital, not on
account of its connection with religion, but rather in spite of its relig-
ious appendage. It is morality by and for itself, ethics per se, that
lends dignity and meaning to religion, and not religion to morality.
Morality is an antecedent of religion. Ethics are as old as life on
earth.

As soon as the germs of gregarious life in the animal kingdom
developed to such an extent as to surpass excessive tendencies of indi-
vidual variation (centrifugal, anarchic tendencies) in the interests of
the survival of the species (centripetal, archic tendencies) ; as soon as
the first rudiments of “conscicusness of kind” triumphed over the pri-
mordial consciousness of self—a system of conduct of individuals
composing the species (social aggregate) toward each other, started
to evolve. Morality, ethics, is a sub-human institution, a purely biolog-
ical phenomenon. Morality 1s the expression of the interests of the
social aggregate, as opposed to the nmarrowly understood individual
interests. All conduct tending toward the conservation and furthering
of the interests of the social aggregate is considered as good and praise-
worthy, heroic and noble by this aggregate ; and vice versa, all conduct
tending towards impairing the interests of the social aggregate, is
considered by this unit as bad, blameworthy, cowardly, and mean,
IHence the relativity and changeability of all moral conceptions in
space and time, ]

The higher an animal species stands on the evolutionary ladder
the more developed and pronmounced is its “consciousness of kind,”
the more strict is the subjection of the individual will to the will of the
aggregate or social unit, the higher is its morality.

The human race is the most gregarious, the most social of all
animal species, as it is physically one of the weakest and individually,
the most helpless of all animal species. It has reachied the climax in
the “consciousness of kind” or ‘“‘race-consciousmess,” as we would
prefer to term it. ‘There was no choice about it. Nothing can be more
natural than that the human code of conduct reached the highest
degree of development. And this evolution of morals or ethics—itself
an evolutionary biological phenomenon—can terminate only with the
life of the race on earth. Religion could not and did not create mor-
ality or ethics. Morality or ethics existed long before religion was
evolved in the crude mind of the human animal of bygone ages, and
will survive religion in the enlightened ages of the future. Religion
found morality deeply ingrained in the nature of the human being as an
unconscious instinct of race-preservation. The primitive man was
moral—to the extent of his mind-development—simply because he, had
to be moral in order to be able to exist as a member of his primitive
social unit before he troubled himself with the mystical and metaphys-
ical phantoms. The humanization of nature or anthropomorphism
forming the essence of all religions belongs to a comparatively recent
stage of the history of men on earth.
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What was the effect of anthropomorphic religions on morals or
ethics? " el
In the first instance religion falsified the motives of human con-
duct. Religion invented the purely anthropomorphic motives of fear
of punishment by a humanized supernatural power and desire for
reward by the same power in ain imaginary mystical life following
physical bodily annihilation. Religion invented the dualism of mind
(spirit) and matter, of body and soul.

_ The anthropomorphic religious philosophy could not fail to pro-
duce material changes in the moral concepts of believers.

The motives of fear or reward hy a supernatural humanized
power (deity) could but debase the moral currency. These motives
appeal to and tend to develop the lower, baser part of the human nature
_its individual selfish side. Indeed the primitive man unconsciously
acted from higher and nobler motives than those substituted by religion.
The reward of his comduct was its beneficent effect directly on the
social aggregate he belonged to, indirectly on himself. The punish-
ment of an evil deed or immoral act consists in the bad effect it pro-
duces on its author through the medium of his respective social unit.
In other words, good conduct is dictated by ( conscious of unconscious)
enlightened selfishness; immorality by unenlightened crude animal
selfishness. Consequently morality depends on the development of the
human mind, it is a question of intelligence, an emotional refinement.
Making human conduct depend on any other basis than broad self-
interest identified with the interests of the social or racial aggregate
is not only a perversion of actual facts, but amounts to undermining
of the very foundation of social life, to poisoning the very fountain of
morality: However, especially pernicious is the introduction of the
whims and fancies of a deity as a criterion of good or bad conduct, the
making of that deity an arbiter and judge in the realm of human con-
duct. The criterion of morality—the will of a deity! Can there be a
more fruitful source of eternal confusion and flagrant abuse, con-
fusion for the believers and abuse by the self-appointed representatives -
of the deity—the caste of priests! As a matter of fact, it was the caste
of priests that, in the name of the deity, usurped and monopolized the
function of moral legislation by nature and right belonging to the
social aggregate as a whole. The deity, through the agency of priests,
of course, can be propitiated by gifts and coaxed by prayers to pardon
‘evil deeds, as if an evil deed may be undone. The curse of an evil
deed is that it is an inexhaustible source of other evil deeds and the
idea of pardon itself is not only irrational but highly immoral. Most
religions teach that a repentant sinner is dearer to the heart of the
deity (the stomachs of the priests) than an immaculate saint. Does
not it put a premium on immorality ? :

However confusing and debasing the influence of religious an-
thropomorphism in the realm of human conduct may be in general,
there is one aspect of the case especially fraught with moral confusion
and debasement.

We refer now especially to the transference of the center of grav-
ity of human morals, from its natural and only legitimate field—human
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relations and consociations—to the mystical domains of mythical rela-
tions between man and his deity.

Who created this idea? It is a time-honored legal rule: “fecit cui
prodest.” If a crime is commited and the culprit unknown, look for
the person that would or could profit by the crime. The culprit in this
crime against rational ethics was and is the pl‘zes':thood, t_he s_elf—
appointed representatives of their own creature, the deity. This crime
against humanity is eminently calculated to create and maintain n 2
comfortable, if not luxurious life of idleness, a parasitic class of priests
at the expense of the community. “Fecit cui prodest.” The priests
invented theocracy in order to establish their class-rule over the un-
reasoning masses of humanity, scared by hell'anc_l damnation, and
coaxed by paradisiacal bliss into submission and obedience.

In short, religion and the institutional church are the creations of
class-interests, and are maintained by class-interests cand in direct
violation of the interests of the human race as a whole. The class of
priests produce nothing useful to the community, they are an essentially
parasitic class. And as such the priests as a rule naturally sympathize
with other parasitic classes, the military and capitalistic class. This is

‘the reason why the institutional church was and is always on the side

of the strong and against the weak, on the side of might against right.
In spite of all the sickly mysticism and maudlin sentimentalism of the
so-called “religion of love” (lux a non lucendo); the institutional
church never seriously attacked any anti-social institution and fre-
quently defended them against attacks on the part of Rationalists.  The
church never seriously attacked the wholesale murder of men called
war, and frequently glorified and sanctioned it. The anti-war move-
ments were started and are kept up by Freethinkers and Socialists.
The so-called peace conference of Hague is correctly termed by Blatch-
ford a “thieves’ supper.” :

The institutional church never seriously attacked pauperism and
frequently glorified it. : .

Tt never seriously attacked the social evil, but at times engaged in
white slavery for filthy lucre (as some Roman popes did).

The institutional church never seriously attacked injustice in any
shape or form, but frequently covered it up by turning and twisting
the Bible. It defended slavery, serfdom and modern exploitation of
men by men. The institutional church always had two weights and
two measures, two codes of morals. One rule of conduct for the toiling
masses and another for the parasite class. Quo licit Jovi non licit bovi.
It preaches the virtues of slavery to the masses—humility, stibmission
to the powers that be, contentment with a life of drudgery and want.
To the powerful the church respectfully recommends the social lubri-
cant of charity equally demoralizing to the giver and the receiver.

The institutional church is not conservative—it is reactionary. Its
dial always moves backward, its ideals and aspirations are in the past.
It believes in human degeneration (fall of men) instead of evelution.
Tt preaches the inherent baseness of the human nature, and is pessim-
istic to the core as to the future of the human race.

Any attempts on the part of public-spirited men to arcuse the
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. Jethargic masses from their torpor by preaching to them the virile

gospel of discontentment and self-help, must naturally meet with the
open or clandestine opposition of the institutional church.

All those who have the interests of the toiling masses of the

- people at heart, all those who scorn charity and demand justice, all

those who struggle for economic as well as political demacracy must

. earlier or later meet the “non possumus’ of the church. The abolition-

ists of the United States found it out to their chagrin. The great
French revolution found itself incompatible with the revelation of the
church. The communards of Paris, in their first proletarian uprising,
treated the church as its bitterest enemy. The present French republic
convinced itself that the church is the worst enemy of popular freedom
and enlightenment. These lessons of history do not seem convincing to
some American Radicals in general, and Socialists in particular. The

. overwhelming majority of Socialists are Free-thinkers. They only do

not believe in the wisdom of arousing religious antagonism having
to contend with a great deal of antagonism of all imaginable kind.
The fact is, that there is no need in arousing religious antagonism
against Socialism, or against any other movement toward the improve-
ment of the condition of the masses. This antagonism exists, it is
apparent and real to the same extent as there is an apparent and real
antagonism between exploiting classes and exploited masses every-
where and at all times. This antagonism is irrepressible. Only those
who wilfully close their eves do not see it; only those who wilfally
plug their ears with the cotton of self-complacency do not hear the
rumbling of the struggle between the classes and masses in some form
or another. The struggle is on between Materialists, Frecthinkers and
Socialists on one side, and the church and the exploiting classes on
the other. That. there are Freethinkers who are not logical enough to
be Socialists and that there are Saocialists who are inconsistent enough
to imagine themselves to be Christians proves only that men are not
always logical and consistent—a fact, alas, that is commonplace enough.
1f all Freethinkers would have the courage to discard their middle-
class prejudices and take the trouble of studying up Socialism sine irae,
they would soon find out that free-thinking means scientific thinking,
not only on religious, but likewise on social-economic matters. and that
Socialism is nothing else but the result of such thinking. If the so-
called Christian-Socialists would have the courage to discard their
religious bias and study up Christianity or relizicn in general in the
same spirit as they approach social-economic life. in the snirit of
scientific truth-seeking, they would soon arrive at the conclusion that
Christianity is, if anything, anarchistic and that Socialism is not and
cannct be Christian. Then a!l Freethinkers would nrofess Socialism,
and all Socialists be militant Freethinkers, and Freethinkers and Social-
ists would have the courage of their convictions, and struegele together
against the common foe. But what is the use indulging in day
dreams? We ought to be satisfied with convincing the small. but elect
circle of those who are always open to conviction. They will lead and
the rest eventually follow or drop out by the wayside as the case may
be, and the truth will march on.
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THE “RELIGION OF INFIDELITY.”

‘The absurdity of calling Science, Unbelief, or Socialism Religious.
THE LEGEND: :

ALL KINDS OF :
TWISTING AND TURNING ::
DONE HERE, :

ought to be inscribed in flaming letters over the entrance to all places

of worship and religious devotion. The gentle art of imparting to the
Bible or Koran any meaning desired—without the slightest regard for
etymology, logic or truth—has always been regarded as the especial
privilege of theologians. The priestly caste was always anxious to use
this “divine prerogrative” as a means of spreading and strengthening
their influence over the unreasoning masses. The “holy scriptures” by
the method of reckless theological sophistry (exegesis), was made so
elastic and pliable as te advocate and condemn anything and every-
thing in the world in strict conformity with the interests, whims and
fancies of opportune divines of all creeds and denominations. The Bible
was cited for and against capital punishment, war, polygamy, chattel
slavery, political liberty, and all issues near to the heart of men.

- In our own age the same verbal jugglery is used by the theological
school of “higher” criticism as a convenient way of modernizing
externally decaying creeds so as to make them apparently conform to
new mental attitudes, to modern moral phases of life. Liberal preach-
ers enjoy the use of euphonious but meaningless cant phrases, as “God
is Love.” Some radical ministers would even fain make believe that
Christ Jesus was a Marxian Socialist. The conscious or unconscious
motive of pouring new wine into old and time-worn casks is in this
case obvious. The mythical and mystical cycle of ideas connected with
religion needs fresh blood in order to get a new lease of life, it is a
struggle for existence on the part of those who make a living as
religious leaders. Business is business.

The demoralization of theological sophistry, however, has proved
to be contagious. Some modern scientists and thinkers of the rational-
ist school of monism indulge in flirtation with the institutional church
and delight in phrases—contradictory in terms (contradictio in adjec-
ta)—as “Religion of Science.” If taken in their true historical mean-
ing, religion and science are mutually exclusive of each other.

History proves, if it proves anything, that religion is a creation
of the primitive mind of man, incapable of logical reasoning, and
devoid of any accurate knowledge of nature and its laws. History
proves that religion created more hate than love; more cruel persecti-
tion than humane toleration ; more cruelty than mercy ; greater moral
debasement than moral elevation; more fanciful horrors than sane
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enjoyments of life; more superstition than enlightenment; more blind
enmity to knowledge and progress than thirst for truth and improve-
ment of environment and conditions of life.

On the other hand, history proves that science is the child of the
highly developed human intellect, trained in the art of logical reason-
ing, original research, and strict observation of nature’'s phenomena.
Science has but one object in view—to reveal the secrets of nature to
men so as to enable them to use this revelation to make them happy.
Science endeavors to eliminate hate, persecution, cruelty, moral obtuse--
ness. Science knows no mystical horrors ; it preaches sanity, optimistic
enjoyment of life, co-operation and association of men for mutual ad-
vantage. Religion and science are antitheses.

Faith makes knowledge impossible. Knowledge makes faith super-
fluous. There can be no compromise between religion and a science,
mysticism and rationalism.

Expressions like “religion of science” are not only contradictory
in terms, and historically wrong, but highly mischievous and leading
to confusion in a realm where there is a great need for clearness and
exactness of fundamental conceptions. There are such things as intel-
lectual integrity and mental prostitution. Rationalistic thinkers and
scientists should consider it below their dignity as thinkers and scien-
tists, to follow slavishly into the devious, crocked and slippery cow-
paths of theological and metaphysical sophists.

Rationalism does not need any “pons asinorum’ for the passage
of people who do not possess the courage of their conviction, or are
interested in the stultification of the masses for the benefit of parasitic
classes. Militant freethought is a necessity of our age. The struggle
for existence between mysticism and religion on one hand and rational-
ism and science on the other is by no means decided in favor of the
latter in the mind of the overwhelming majority.

The Free-thought movement needs all the help it can get in order
ta be able to cope with the tremendous inheritance of ignorance and
superstition and the assiduous and systematic work of contemporary
obscurantism on the receptive mind of the unreasoning masses. It is
the moral duty of every rationalist to courageously stand by his colors.
The church is still a formidable enemy. To try to bridee over the im-
passable chasm between reason and unreason, knowledge and’ faith.
mysticism and sanity, on the part of rationalists, is cowardly and
despicable.

Unfortunately the intellectual dishonesty hidden hehind careless
terminology invades all fields of human interests. We frequently hear
such meaningless expressions as “‘religion of art,” “religion of Free-
thought,” etc.

However, the most objectionable use of the term religion is when
applied to a decidedly modern political, social economie, or cultural
movement, based on human thought and conscious endeavor to eman-
cipate humanity from the thraldom of mysticism antd exploitation of
men by men sanctioned by the church as a divine institution. Expres-
sions like “religion of Socialism” are not only as meaningless histor-
ically and logically, as the expression “Christian Socialism;” they are
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also calculated to confuse and mislead the unwary into the belief that
there is something common between a thoroughly rational modern
popular movement and the sickly mysticism of past ages.

Religion spells death of Socialism, just as Socialism spells death
to religion. The moment Socialism turns into a religion it loses all its
vitality, all its progressiveness, it ossifies and turns into a superstition
of fanatics, who never forget and never learn anything. Socialism is
essentially, although not apparently, a Free-thought movement. The
thinking Socialists are all Freethinkers.

Religion adopts some distorted fragmentary elements of ethics
into its mystical fold. Flowever, religion is not a rational ethical system
of thought and sentiment. There is a great deal of ethical power
behind art, Free-thought and Socialism. But it is obviously absurd to
speak of art, Free-thought and Socialism as forms of religion. Let us
distinguish between right ahd wrong terminology. Let us see our
friends and enemies in their true light. Let us have courage to face
issues and fight for what we consider as right fairly and squarely in
the open.

THE GRAVE-DIGGERS OF THE PAST AND THE BUILDERS
OF THE FUTURE.

Who made whom?

Did deities create men, ot did men create their deities?

The ancient Greek philosopher Xenophanes said: “The mortals
imagine that their deities possess their own outward appearance, dress,
and language. The negroes worship black gods with flat noses; the
Thracians, gods with blue eyes and red hair. Ti the oxen and lions but
had hands, they certainly would paint or chisel their deities according
to their own image.”

According to Brann's Iconoclast, Paganism is the universal reli-
gion. No race has ever been satisfied with one god. There are and
have been individual exceptions. Even Jesus told his disciples there
were three gods. In every age and clime men have manufactured as
many gods as happened to suit their fancy. God made one man, but
man has made many gods. The manufacture of gods for countless
ages, was the chief industry of the race. For them he waged most of
the world’s wars. Man has always clothed his gods with his own
characteristics. The gods of the cruel are invariably cruel. The
vindictive god exists in the minds of vindictive men. Small men have
small gods. In other words, religion is nothing else than the humaniza-
tion of Nature, the conception of all phenomena of matter in huaman
terms, anthropomorphism. :

The inclinatfon of the uncritical human mind to create gods
according to the human image is not limited to outward appearance
only. This inclination extends to embrace the entire field of psychic or
soul life. The gods of cannibals are greedy to devour human flesh,
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while the gods of peace-loving people are gentle and kind. Religion is
a somewhat poetic reflection of the character, life, and strife of a
people.

The God of America is the God of Gold. Capt. W. E. P. French
thus portrays the character of the God of Gold.

wsaddraEn
Hard and yellow, heavy and cold, defiled by vices manifold,
That have used it for lure and snare and price, :
Won with marked cards and with loaded dice;
Stained with lewdness and women’s shame,
Sordid bribe for-a man's fair name,

Blurred with blood and with children’s tears,
Fouled with sweat through the toil-wrung years;
Blackened with dust from the coal pit's mouth;
Cankered with wrong —east, west, north, south;
Tainted with shackle of serf and slave;

Fetid with mould from the drunkard’s grave.

Accomplice of murder and crime’s best tool,
Joy of the miser and pride of the fool;

Foe of truth and the lie’s aily,

Pay of traitor and thrice-dammned spy;

Dole of the spoiler to charity,

Theft's insult to alms of humanity.

Wage of the harlot, loot of the thief,
Promoter of crimes that pass belief;
Hirer of slanderer, forger, cheat,
Spoil of a stab in the midnight street;
Fee for the unjust law’s decree,
Guerdon of fraud and hypocrisy.

Salvage of wrecks on a sea of wrong,

The loss of the weak, the gain of the strong.

Base supporter of perjury, prop of false pride and luxury;

Maker of envy, spites and spleen, ereator of book and play obscene;
Breeder of every breach of trust, pander to war and to fierce blood lust.
To the lust of the eye and the lust of gold,

That hardens men’s hearts and turns them cold.

Despoiler of labor, menace of life,
Gold God of cruelty, hatred, strife.

St iz i
Bow, O Fool, as thou passeth by, This is the God we have set on high
“Beneath the dome of the Union Sky.” This is the thing to which we pray,
This is our Golden Calf today. This is the deity we obey.. .,
Down on thy knees to the dollar God, He owns the water, the trees, the sod,
The food, the clothing, the oil, the coal; owns thee, body, estate, and'soul;
Holds existence in deed of foe, controller of life and destiny.

Gueflex, Fool, to the Gold of Pelf, Lord God of the Great I AM—Of Self.

His heaven, wealth; financial loss, his hell,
His litany a stock that’s well,

His license, interest; his book of prayer,
Bond, mortgage, scrip, certificate and share;
His temple the exchange; his altar stones,
Discount, eollateral, secured call-loans;

His priests are users: his creed “Combine.”
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Religions, as any other cycles of ideas, when once created by men,
are bound to produce in their turn a retroactive influence on the human
- mind and activity. No earnest student of history will therefore ignore
the religious factor as one of many others shaping the culture and
civilization of nations and to some extent determining their destinies.
The adherents of the materialistic conception of history will go a step
further. They will maintain that there is a reciprocal relation between

the philosophy of life, the religion of a people, and ifs social-economic

life and activity. The religion of a slave cannot be the religion of a t1me}.} e qr.
free man, and vice versa (if we mean by religion not a conglomeration Loppiyele
of conventional fictions, but actual honest convictions). Determinists A h:eall
may say: “Tell me the religion of a man and T will tell you his social- communica
economic status,” or “Tell me the social-economic status of a man and ful elaboral
1 will tell you his religion!” Of course, there are periods of transition ‘harden, wil
in history, periods of decay of old growth of new social-economic a substitute
institutions. During such periods religious views are in a more or less Moses
chaotic stage. Hypocrisy and confusion in religious matters reign Jesus -
supreme, and skepticism is rampant. Religion even here reflects life. : (1\?056
To study Christianity, the dominant religion of the dominant pnuc;]g;f;l
nations of the world, from the point of view of Materialism is certainly of th‘e B
a very ambitious and tempting task. What was the main material cause were meek
of the miraculous success of the gospel of the humble Nazarene in the el
antique world? Why did not the teachings of the Old Testament ?ﬁf id
appeal to the early converts of Christianity? very S
The predominant idea of the Old Testament was a somewhat Thg wer
crude conception of justice and retribution, -an idea born in the mind econyomic '
of a semi-barbaric but free people. Jehoval is represented as a just hecessity a
although cruelly revengeful deity, as a vigorous, viril militant god. of protest
3_ m I T}f.e conception of mercy plays a subordinate part in the ancient Hebrew St 0
il 1 religion. . i ,
&I“:z | The old testament along with purely mythical elements contains ?E;&gsiaﬁ
;_‘H a more or less complete legal and moral codé calculated to build up tate. He
i the hody politic and social-economic structure of a young nation of sities ofis
il semi-barbaric nomads on an agriculture basis (see “The economics of to the me
81 Moses” in the current _issue of the Arena). The religion of the ancient their bodi
bl Hebrews was a living issue of a vigorous race. It was constructive and spirit ;" t
118 conserving although somewhat narrow and clannish. s whe
i Christianity in its inception was but an adaptation of the ancient 5 Tesus
i Hebrew creed to the Helleno-Romanic world of the age. Even the social-eco
I| | dogma of the Holy Trinity—this remarkable a.ttgnpt to assume that
Wi o
|
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three is equal to one—was but a compromise between the strict mono-
theism of the Semites and the polytheistic tendencies of the Greeks
and Romans. '

Jesus of Nazareth lived in an epoch when the Hehrew nation lost
its independence, being crushed by the iron hand of the Roman in-
vaders. The Hebrew nation was demoralized by the enforced slavish
submission to the superior physical force of the alien heathen con-
querors. It was a dark epoch without any ray of hope for the restora-
tion of independence. The nation’s political life was at an end. The
economic state was of course a direct counterpart of the political: the
religious views of the Hehrews of the time of Jesus could not he the
same as the religious views of the Hebrew of the time of Moses and
the prophets. The virtues of a free man are the vices of a slave and
vice versa. Indeed, meekness, non-resistence to evil, indifference to the
physical well-being would be considered as vices by the primitive fol-
lowers of “the Lord of Hosts.” Justice was the essence of the moral-
ity preached by the Old Testament, the gospel of a semi-barbaric but
free nation full of animal spirits. Jesus of Nazareth was a child of his
time. e preached mercy, meekness, non-resistance to evil, indifference
to physical well-being, self-abnegation—the virtues of slavery.

A healthy nation living with all the fibres of their body in constant
communication with Nature has no inclination to mdu]ge in the fanci-
ful elaboration of a life after death. A slave, who is hut a beast of

‘burden, will naturally cling to a faith in retribution in a future life, as

a substitute for justice in this life.

Moses was the prophet of Freedom.

Tesus was the prophet of Slavery.

(Moses and Jesus may never have existed, but they represent two
principles cardinally opposed te each other.)

Jesus of Nazareth appealed to the lowest strata of the proletariat
of the ancient world, to the “Lumpenproletariat.” This proletariat
were meek and lowly, they were callous to physical suffering, and
neglected their bodies ; they were poor in spirit as well as materially;
they did not resist evil, they wanted mercy from their oppressor. The
very idea of justice was obscured in their minds bv their actual lives.
They were what they must have been under the existing social-
economic conditions,—slaves in bady and slaves in mind, children of
necessity and want. Jesus of Nazareth came to them not with a gospel
of protest against their cruel fate, not with a message of material sal-
vation demandmgr sp1r1tual regeneration for the purpose of revolt
against the “overman’’ and his hateful yoke in the name of ]ustzce
Jesus taught slaves to look upon slavery as an ideal sacial-economic
state. He not only 1deah7€d slavery, but turned into virtues the neces-
sities of slavery, the vices of slavery. He said to slaves, “Be slaves,”
to the meek and lowly, “Be meek 'md lowly;” to those who neglected
their bodies, “Neglect your bodies;” to the poor in spirit, “Be poor in
spirit;” to those who cowardly relied on mercy, “Relv an mercy;” to
those who did not dare resist evil, “Do not resist evil.”

Tesus eliminated the remnants of dissatisfaction with the sad
social-economic conditions in his disciples and followers by the strong
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narcotics of a mystical and mythical life after physical death. His

teachings were not conservative, they were reactionary in the extreme..

He destroyed the very springs of life of his followers by imparting to
them a disdain for life and its functions. Jesus resolved the human
race into individuals even in his preachings of mystical salvation. To
the somewhat indefinite but pronounced consciousness of kind, or race-
consciousness, of the prophets of the Old Testament, he opposed his
purely individual ideals of personal mystical salvation.

In modern terms we would call Jesus “a religious anarchist.”
The expression “Christian Socialism” €0 often used by mystically in-
clined collectivists is a contradiction in terms (contradictio in adjecta)
If Socialism means anything it means race-consciousness. If Christian-
ity means anything it means the opposite of race-consciousness, i. e.
Individualism, “self-consciousness,” if you choose.’ If Socialism stands
for anything, it stands for justice. If Christianity stands for anything,
it stands for mercy. Christianity idealizes material wretchedness. So.
cialism aims to eliminate wretchedness on earth.

Count Leo Tolstoy was the only modern writer who had grasped
the real essence of Christianity and had the courage and integrity to
expound it as it is, as religious anarchism.

If our conception of the spirit of Christ’s teaching be true, the
remarkable success of Christianity is easily explained. The “ragged
proletariat” of the ancient world found in Christianity its idealization,
its justification, its consolation, its philosophy of life.

But why, then, did the ruling classes prosecute and persecute the
early Christians with such relentless cruelty and persistence ? The
ruling classes were shrewd enough to see in Christianity an anti-social
movement, and were afraid of it as such. The “Overmen” were afraid
that Christianity would demoralize the “Undermen” to such an extent
. as to make them incapahle or unwilling to work and clave. As soon as
this fear proved to be groundless, as soon as it was proven that Chris-
tian slaves were better slaves than non-Christian ones, the ruling
classes radically changed their attitude towards the new religion. The
“Overmen” were willing to show once in a while mercy to the “Under-
men,” who gave up the idea of fighting for the attainment of justice.
The “Overmen” considered it a good bargain, and not only tolerated
and patronized -the religion of their slaves—they went a step farther,
and with a grim sense of humor, adepted Christianity themselves.

The first Roman ruler who realized the utility of Christianity as an
antidote to social-economic and political justice was Constantine the
Great. Other mighty and petty rulers followed in his footsteps. Little
by little Christianity, contrary to its original spirit of passivity and
inertia, turned into a militant church. Subjected nations were con-
sidered safe when they were either exterminated (as the American
Indians for instance) or adopted Christianity. The Bible was carried
on the edge of the sword into the land of heathens, and its teachings
were inoculated by bullets. | ;

Christianity proved to be such a useful tool in the hands of the
ruling classes that it was turned into an institution auxiliary to the state,
once in a while dominating the state. The institutional church was
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grateful to the Overmen for their patronage and protection. Whenever
and wherever a class of people forgot the teachings of Christianity to
such an extent as to spurn “mercy” and demand Old Testament justice,
the church was always on hand to help the oppressors against the
oppressed, to emphasize its historic mission of material and spiritual
enslavement of nations, “ad majorem dei gloriam.” The institutional
church, wherever and whenever it had the power to do so, kept “the
common people,” the “Undermen,” in a dense cloud of truly Egyptian
darkness and superstition and oppressed the spiritual life like a night-
mare. In the middle ages the institutional church almost extinguished
the light of Greek and Roman art, philosophy and literature. That
these treasures were preserved for posterity we owe a debt of gratitude
to the enlightened Arabs who ruled Spain during the so-called dark
ages. Only as late as the fifteenth century, when Christianity started
to lose its deadly grip on the mind of some great men, the renaissance,
or revival of interest in the remmnants of classic philosophy, art, and
literature, was made possible and a humanitarian spirit animated some
of the foremost thinkers of the age. And since then every success in

the field of science and arts has had to be conguered from the institu-

tional church by dint of great sacrifices and heroic perseverance on the
part of the pioneers of modern culture and civilization.

The church was always with the oppressor and against the op-
pressed. The church was with the feudal lords against their vassals;
it was with the French autocracy against the people in the great IFrench
revolution (with a few notable exceptions). The position of the
Church of England in respect to popular rights is known. Luther
denounced the peasant riots of his time in the most violent terms. The
attitude of the church in the United States towards abolition is also
well known, and aroused the indignation even of such a deeply religious
nature as the gentle Quaker poet.

Just God—and these are they

Wheo minister at thine altar, God of Right;

Men who their hands with prayer and blessings lay
On Israel’'s Ark of light.

What; preach and kidnap men?
Give thanks—and rob their own afflicted poor?
Talk of their glorious liberty, and then

Bolt hard the captive's door?

What; servants of thine own

Merciful Son, who came to seck and save

The homeless and the outcast—fettering down
The tasked and plundered slave?

Pilate and Herod, friends;
. Chief priests and rulers, as of old, combine;
Just God and holy; is that church, which lends
Strength to the spoiler, thine?

Paid hypoerites, whao turn :

Judgment aside, and rob the Holy Book

Of those high words of truth which search and burn
In warning and rebuke.
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Rational philosophy ignores any other but the material world and
proclaims the material needs of life as perfectly legitimate and basic
of spiritual development.

The institutional church hypnotizes the unthinking toiling masses
of humanity with the powerful narcotics of empty promises of a topsy-
turvy mythical life “in heaven” after physical death.

Rational philosophy concerns itself only with the living. It teaches
the toiling masses of humanity to live and enjoy life, while they are
among the living on earth. Rational philosophy relinquishes “the
heaven” to angels and sparrows. 4

The institutional church preaches humility, seli-effacement, mercy,
charity, non-resistance to evil, all the virtues of slavery.

Rational philosophy insists on human dignity, -self-assertion, jus-
tice, active resistance to evil, all the virtues of free manhood.

The institutional church turns men into lifeless toys in the hands
of a capricious deity, a heavenly despot.

Rational philosophy emancipates mankind once for all from the
thraldom of superstitution and supernaturalism. It teaches men to be

. the masters of their own destinies.

~ The instititutional church teaches mystical salvation of individual
souls. : ;

Rational philosophy aims at the redemption of the entire human
race from material bondage. .

Christianity is mystical individualism, anarchism.

Rational philosophy leads up to race-consciousness.

This antithesis will suffice to explain the necessity of a Free-
thotight movement among civilized nations.

The psychology of every progressive movement as a rule reveals
three consecutive stages of development:—The first stage is purely
emotional or sentimental (utopian) ; the second critical or analytical
(scientific), and the third svnthetical or constructive (artistic).

When a certain physical or spiritual phenomenon of our environ-
ment has outlived its utility—we begin to feel instinctively its heavy
burden. We are against it without analyzing the reasons of our dis-
satisfaction and unrest. Then comes a time when we start to analyze
our feelings of dissatisfaction and unrest and try to find their reason
and causes. :

We then study carefully the phenomena we outgrew and dissect
them with the weapons of our reason and knowledge. The analytical

‘or critical stage prepares us for the task of impartially distinguishing

between the useless and useful, the right and wrong, the false, the
true, the sickly and sound, the accidental and essential in the phenome-
non arousing our protest. Intelligent negation contains the germs of
affirmation ; absolute negation, negation without any elements of affirm-
ation, is absurd. Indeed, determinism teaches, that all phenomena of
life at one time or another must have had a justification—otherwise it
could not have existed at all. Moreaver, all phenomena of life are
firmly linked together by an unbroken chain of causation, of cause and
effect. Every error contains some grain of truth and every truth some
seed of error. There is not and cannot be any absolute truth in the
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relative world of ours. What was considered to be true yesterday may
be proven to be wrong tomorrow. : :

The . constructive period of every progressive miovement must
take all these considerations into account. '

The Free-Thought movement started with a purely emotional pro-
test on the part of the intellectual strata of the middle class against
the nightmare of the institutional church, that so heavily oppressed the
human mind during the feudal ages. The Institutional Church, true to
its policy of being always in alliance with the strong, tried to perpetuate
feudalism, while the middle-class wanted to destroy feudalism. The
natural trend of events lead to the development of critical or analytical
Free-Thought. The Encyclopaedists and other intellectual sponsors of
the great French revolution attacked the institutional church vigor-
ously with the weapons of reason and science. The “decreeing away”
of old religion and the “decreeing in” of a semi-rational new religion
by the actors of the French revolution, grotesque and bizarre as it may
appear on the surface, was a natural sequence of the overthrow of the
“ancient regime” whose powerful and by no means disinterested sup-
port the church was. - !

The upper strata of the victorious middle class, the bourgeois,
hastened to conclude a compact with the church, the former ally of its
mortal foe—of feudalism, in order to secure the spiritual and divine
support of the church in keeping the proletariat—who by the way

. pulled the chestnuts of political liberty out of the revolutionary fire for

the same bourgeois,—in due control and subjection.

The same phenomena are to be observed in the history of the
United States. During the period 1638—1770 the sovereignty of the
Ecclesiastics was supreme and undisputed. The period of the revolu-
tion 1770—1795 may be considered as the ebb-tide of religion. The
period 1795—1800 may be justly called the Reign of Infidelity. The
abolition movement and subsequent civil war marked another era of
religious decline due no doubt to the pro-slavery tendencies of the
institutional church. The growth and development of Capitalism in-
duced the bourgeois to rally to the banner of the institutional church.
Only the intellectual lower strata of the middle class and especially the
intellectual proletarians, as far as they are actually class-conscious,
persist in their opposition to the Institutional Church. Indeed, what is
the attitude of the church in the United States towards political and
economic corruption ?

The Rev. Charles D. Willians, since 1893 dean of Trinity Cathe-
dral, Cleveland, Ohie, in his article in the current issue of McClure’s,
“The Final Test of Christianity,” makes the following statements :

“The religion of the past spoke its message of righteousness chiefly
to the individual, and especially in terms of ecclesiastical properties
and the minor moralities of personal behavior. But there has come to
the modern world a sudden and vast expansion of commercial and
political developmient. And the old Christianity is confronted with con-
ditions for which she has no definite treatment. Her moral standards
and her ethical systems are not big enough for the new life of the day.
She faces vast fields of conduct which are to her unexplored territory.
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“Ay, even go to the church and say: ‘So and so is suspicicusly
heretical ; he is not sound in his doctrine; he does not cbserve the
properties of worship; he does not even go to church; above all he
does not support the ecclesiastical institution and religious work, and
they are inclined to excommunicate him. But tell to the church: ‘So
and so has made his vast wealth by flagrantly dishonest and oppressive
methods,” and the church will shrug its shoulders in nine cases out of
ten, saying, ‘That is a secular affair with which we, as religious or
Christian people have no concern. We are interested in how the rich
man spends his money, not in how he makes it.” If only a man gives
generously, the whole race of college presidents, charity workers, par-
sons, and even bishops will run after him and canonize him.”

Concerning political corruption: the same authority states: “But
the church for the most part preserves a discreet silence. Her watch-
men are ‘dumb dogs that will not bark,” to use the language of the old
prophet. They restrain their voices though the enemy marches with
banners to assault the walls of the city of God. But we have no con-
cern with either business or politics, that is, with nine-tenths of the
lives of the people who sit before u1s Sunday after Sunday. And why?
Because the church, too, has a disintegrated conscience. It is ‘long’
on piety and desperately ‘short’ on civic righteousness.”

An address' that has heen widely commented on in the East was
that recently delivered before a mass meeting of printers in Philadel-
phia by the Rev. Dr. E. A. Wasson. rector of St. Stephen’s Protestant
Episcopal Church, of Newark, N. J. Said Dr. Wasson in speaking of
his own profession at the outset: “T don‘t believe that workingmen can
ever expect much from us ministers as a class, for the reason that we
are under the control of the class that is hostile to ovganized labor.
The rich employing class control the preacher, either directly as mem-
bers of his congregation—and not only the honest ones but all the
biggest scamps of the country are active in the church, and the likeliest
place to find a big financial rogue of a Sunday morning is in church—
or indirectly through their retainers in outr churches, their lawyers,
doctors, secretaries, employes, ciistomers, associates, poor relations and
hangers-on in general; or through the denomination under such finan-
cial obligations to them that the ecclesiastical powers-that-be will ruth-
lessly bar the objectionable preacher from promotion.

“And since ministers are actuated by the same motives as doctors,
printers, lawyers, chauffeurs, hodcarriers, this last consideration is a
powerful check om their better impulses. And then a whole lot of
preachers don’t know anything of the labor question, since all their
associations have been with a different class.”

Rev. Dr. Wasson evidently does not have much faith in the frater-
nal delegate scheme that has created more or less feeling in Tabor circles,
for he said:

“This business of fraternal delegates from ministerial associations
to lahor organizations is a sop thrown to labor. It costs nothing to the
ministry, since it does'not range us against our masters, the employing
class; nor does it give any real help to labor. And of course we should
like to get laboring men back into the churches, since they would help
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to fill the pews; for like business men, we hate to lose husiness. But T
advise you to have nothing to do with this fraternal delegate business.
Here is a genuine test that you can put up to the ministers in view of
the fact that every church in this city and in the country, and societies
like the Y. M. C. A. have printing to he done: ‘Are you ministers, who
profess so much interest in us, interested enough to have your printing
done in union shops? And if you are, how many of you are willing to
exhibit the union label on it? One union label is worth a hundred
fraternal delegates. If you use the union label, you don’t need to assure
us of your sympathy; for the union label does its own talking. We

- don’t want mere talk, which is cheap; we want practical sympathy ; and
there is 2 simple, sure way of showing it.””’

Coming down to the leading issue in the present industrial
struggle, the open and closed shop question, Dr. Wasson struck home
in a manner that is surely refreshing in this day of cant and hypoerisy :

“Yet, how can we Episcopal ministers have the face to oppose the
closed shop when the Episcopal ministry is the tightest kind of closed
shop ¢ Long years of preparation are required; then careful examina-
tions, before a man is admitted to the ministry. No suggestion here
of the freedom of an American citizen to exercise his inalienable right
to work where and as he pleases! And then, when we accept a call,
see what we stipulate with our employer, the congregation, concerning
our control of the ‘shop’ we are to run. Our control is supreme, and
this is even embodied in the law of the church, since we will not run
the chances that might come from individual contract. No man can
touch the organ withour our consent. No person can raise his voice in
song in the choir without our consent. No hymn can be sung, nor tune
selected without our consent. We have plenary authority as to the kind
of choir; we can overthrow the traditions of a generation in a day,
if we wish; we can force an arrangement obnoxious to every member
of our employer, the congregation. We determine the service, when
it begins and ends, whom we will invite to assist us. and whom we will
keep out. Moreover, we are not content with closing the chureh build-
ing, we close the whole neighborhood. No Episcopal minister can
preach in a church of another denomination without asking the consent
of the nearest Episcopal rector. And no Episconal minister can even
preach the gospel on the street corner in my neighborhood without first
coming to me and getting my consent !” '

Talk about the closed shop! Here is another. uppet cut :

“And yet we ministers have the nerve to sav we don’t approve of
the closed shop! We approve warmly enough of our own closed shop;
and it is only the closed shop of the poor workinemen that we oppose
or question. And remember, too, that our contracts with our emnployers
are for life; and that when we are sick, we are not docked: and that a
lot of us get fat vacations with full pav, while our employer pavs for
our substitute. You printers ought to have entered the ministry, if vou
were looking for the real thing in the way of a closed shop. ¥You work-
ingmen will have to work out vour own salvation. as vou have thus
far. The men of God won'’t help vou to any extent: nor the lawvers ;
nor any other class. Through your own efforts, and the force of cir-
cumstances, you have in the course of generations come up from
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slavery and serfdom and peasanthood to your present level. And the
sole instrument through which your progress has been effected has
been the labor union in its earlier or later forms. And the sole barrier
today between you and a speedy relapse, as on a toboggan slide, to
virtual slavery is the laber union.”

Speaking of what the unions have done and are doing, Rev. Was-
son declared:
_ “And look what it (the union) has done for society as well, Tt
bears the brunt of the warfare against child labor, and were it not for the
labor union 1 do not believe there would today be a single scrap of child
labor legislation the country over. Like Jesus, the labor has been the
friend of the ‘little children,” when church and state turned their bhacks
on them. And sanitary conditions in factories, so far as they prevail,
the mitigation of the sweat-shop evil, the limitation of hours, the
aholition of the company stores—all this has come from the labor
unions.”

Turning to the present political agitation among the workers, the
speaker gave out this wholesale advice in concluding:

“And there is but one weapon of defense that vou can wield effect-
ively. Organize with the rest of your class, politically, and go into
politics. Government is an instrument of class, and always has been:

“and the only question is whether vou shall control the government in

your own interest, or government shall control vou in somebody else’s
interest. When you foolishly leave it to your enemies to make and
administer the laws, you reserve to yourselves only the right to obey
the laws which your enemies have made to vour prejudice, or to break
their laws; and if you break their laws, they will break you. Why
should not the vast working class send their own members to congress
and legislatures and fill every office in the land with workingmen from
President down? And elect or appoint judges that shall be accountable
to them?

“Remember, government is and always has been an instrument of
class and always will be as long as classes exist.”

Another minister who deserves the highest praise for daring to
dump doematism overboard when he discovered it to be out of harmony
with modern social problems is the Rev. G. C. Porter, a Preshyterian
clergyman of Nebraska. Mr. Porter went to the limit of sacrificing his
job rather than stultify his conscience by preachine what he did not
believe, as the following letter to his congregation will show :

““T'o the First Presbyterian Church of Laurel, Neb.

“I hereby tender mv resignation from the pastorate of the First

Preshyterian church of Laurel, the resignation to take effect at the

close of this month. Very briefly stated. I resign because I have become

convinced that Christianity. as taught by Tesus. involves Socialism ( ?),
and second, because this view of Christianity is either unsupported or
opposed by practically all whom I am supposed to represent in a
denominational pulpit. Tt is unfair to any church to ask it to support
an interpretation of the Master’s teachings which it believes to he
wrong. I cannot be true to myself and do any less than declare: “The

whole counsel of God” as I understand it. As a church you would
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Milwaukee church people, no less than the church people the
country over, well deserve the ringing rebuke, given them by a not-
able member of their ranks at the St. James’ Men’s club a week ago.
Mr. F. C. Morchouse is a leading churchman of the country. He
is editor of the recognized paper of the Episcopal church in America,
the Living Church, which makes his remarks all the more notable,

“If a Socialist were to declare that the church was responsible
far the povérty that exists in the world today,” he said, “we would
feel the thrust. Let us face the matter squarely, here by ourselves,
The church is responsible for a large degree of the poverty that exists
today because, through the centuries, it has been uplifting man, but
has not removed the causes that worked to impoverish him,

“I can feel for the man out on the street who hates the Christian
religion. It is because he locks at us, and not at our master, that he
feels this way. He hears us talk of the power of the church and
then, looking at us, judges us by what we have done toward removing
the causes of poverty.

“If there is a spiritual power in the church that.is worth any-
thing, that power must go out to spiritualize society. Are we not pay-
ing too much attention to saving our own souls? Do you suppose
saving your little soul means much to the universe? A thousand years
from now who will know or care whether you saved your little old

- soul er not?”’ »

Certain it is that when the modern successors to the apostles live
in palaces on the chief houlevard, while a stone’s throw away their
brothers of earth writhe in the most brutalizing poverty superinduced
by a social system which the bishop or the archbishop stands spor-
sor for, the church must seem to the man in the street a mocking,
ghastly echo of the ministry, of the Son of Man who had not where

~ to lay his head!

No, the church has not been meeting the causes that have worked

to_impoverish the working people, as Mr. Marehouse says. It has

shirked that duty of the commonest humanity and eased its conscience

- by handing out doles, doles which degrade .the giver as well as the

receiver.

A ray of light comes from over the sea. Bishops and priests of
Mr. Morehouse’s church, in England, have been coming out flat-footed
for Sacialism for several years, pointing out that the social and indus-
trial problem must be met without flinching. They have gotten over
the superstitious idea that spirituality can only find lodgment among
people who have not economic peace of mind. Just as Socialists have
gotten over the old notion that their. propaganda was only to be ad-
vanced by increasing misery among the masses.

The church must take sides with the people—and not from ulterior
motives, either.

Responsibility for the notable absence of working men from the
churches was placed with the employers of labor rather than with the
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laboring men themselves in 2 special sermon to the congregation of
mill employes by Rev. Llewellyn Brown in the Trinity Baptist church.

A strenuous attack on the present day employers, charging them
with mortgaging the souls of their workmen, and even foreclosing the
mottgages, characterized the sermon. Business competition, resulting
in the overworking of employes to the ruin of their physical well being
and the neglect of their spiritual natures, was explained, and serious
results predicted for the coming generation as the direct result.

Employes of the Union and Empire Rolling Mill companies made
up the audience, the announcement of the sermon having heen made
as an address to federated labor. The address was based on the text,
“What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his
own soul?’ In part the speaker said:

“Business competition is directly responsible for the ahsence of
working men from the church. Men are worn out during the week
by the burden put upon them by their employers and are in no condi-
tion often to leave their homes. Human beings were not made for
the heavy work which is heing put upon them. Employers are over-
working their men and the next generation will show it.

“VWhat about the thousands of white slaves in this country who
are forced to work on Sundays? They cannot leave their work and
live. It is not hard to forget God, when they face such conditions as
these, and that they have souls to be cared for.

“Thus employers not only demand powers of hody beyond reason,
but take a mortgage on the souls, and before many ycars pass this
mortgage is foreclosed and man is spiritually dead through soul
atraphy.

“My advice is for the fathers to give their boys’ souls a chance
by giving them work, even at a loss of high wages, in a place where
their souls will have a chance to grow.

“A second reason for lack of workingmen in the churches is the
migration of the churches. They are too apt to follow their richer

members and move to more aristocratic neighborhoods. Tao reach the

workingmen the churches must stay in their vicinity. They should
have attractive churches and good music.

“There are also ethical grounds. Workingmen are made to feel
that the rich are indifferent and that they are not wanted in the
churches. They come to look upon the church as the rich man’s palace
car to heaven, with accommodations limited and seats reserved.

“The cuire is in the death of the caste spirit. God created the
church as an ideal society, where all should stand on common ground.
This is not the condition now prevalent in the church, and it must he
reached. A broader sympathy is also necessary. Simple proclama-
tions of the gospel are the greatest leveler of human saciety.”

Why is it that the vast majority of American men does not attend
church? :

Rev. L. D. Woodruff, pastor of the East Madison Congregational
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i church, asked the question in a sermon preached by him.
“Take the laboring man for instance,” said Rev. Mr. Woodruff.
“Why does he not attend church? Briefly—because he is suspicious
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of the church. He believes that the church is in league with capital-
ism.!J

Arraigned by its own ministers, the modern Christian church
stood trial before the Cleveland and Medina Congregational associa-
tion, meeting in convention at Medina and representing sixty-three
churches of Cuyahoga, Lorain and Medina counties. As a vital social
factor in modern life, the church is a failure. Such was the verdict.

“Man’s inhumanity to man, tolerated and abetted by the church,”
declared Rev. J. A. Jenkins, pastor of the First Congregational church
of this city, “is enough to make angels weep.”

“It is narrowness and bigotry to complain of social movements,
originating outside the church, as antagonistic to the church,” said
Rev. H. M. Tenney, pastor of the Second Congregational church of
Oberlin. “Religion is individualistic, it is true, but religion is also
social. Social wrongs are fit problems for the church, why, for
instance, disregard the exploitation of wage earners by capitalists ?”

“The pillars of the church—who are they?  Men of so-called
prominence—men out of sympathy with the workingman’s life, its

- needs and its problems. For my part, if I were a workingman and my

children needed shoes and clothes and food, I, too, would be suspicious
of an institution controlled by men themselves well fed, but deaf to the
cry of masses underfed.”

“The church is largely a failure,” Rev. Mr. Woodruff admitted.
“And it is the church’s own fault,” he added. “God, the Father, and
man, the brother—here is the real essence of Christianity. The churches
have surrounded this gospel with dogma and creed, but they have
failed to send men out into the world, willing and capable of making
it a real and social fact. i

“The modern Christian church is weak because too often money
dominates the ministry, because it insists on orthodoxy, contending
that doctrine once accepted is for all time, because it teaches that all
biblical statements are equally true, forgetting that after all the Bible
1s a spiritual authority and not a treatise on science, because it is
divided by sectatianism, a thing of straining parts instead of a united
whole.” e ]
The addresses of both Rev. Mr. Jenkins and Rev. Mr. Tenney -

“were received with enthusiastic approval.

“The church must understand modern times, modern wrongs and
the hopes of modern society,” said Mr. Jenkins, speaking on “What
Constitutes an Effective Church in Our Modern Life.”

The effectiveness of the church today must be estimated in terms
of service. The effective church will not challenge the world with
theological argument, cold authority or threats of punishment.

“The church must make men love and trust it. The mightiest dis- -
appointments have come to men when, through the machinations of
an unholy clergy the passion for God has been debased to corrupt
ends. The church should, indeed, embody in actual practice the highest
conception of human brotherhood. .

“Why does the modern church lag behind in reforms, the object
of which is to assist God’s poor? What excuse has the church for

.37



e e

s

the subsidization of its institutions of learning? What is the justifica-
tion of the church’s retreat from the c1owded tenement districts to the
peaceiul suburbs?
“What of some stone palaces for the worship of the few clap-
board missions for the many? What of the auction pews, literary
ministers and empty missionary treasuries? - The church of today
fails to utter any certain sound on the labor struggle. It is silent on
the subject of frenzied finance. It speaks not of the debaucheries of
high society. War thrives and the church speaks no word of disap-
proval. The ‘spirituality’ of the new church will be in touch with
thmgs a3 .they are. It will vitalize economics, sociology, intellectual-
ism, even wealth. And its ministry will cease to fear historic truths
concerning the Bible, the church and the race. Service, not emotion,
will become the test of the new spirituality.”

Such is the indictment of the church by prominent churchmen, Rev,
Williams and others. They state the facts correctly but forget that
the Christian church was from 1ts very inception to the present day
“long” on piety and desperately “short” on civic righteousness and
will remain so till the last Christian expires or turns free-thinker. The
institutional church never earnestly 0pposed the etploita’tion of men by
men. The church was and is at present “in business”—an exploita-
tion of human labor. Goethe was right when stating that the church
always enjayed a good digestive apparatus.

Many other New Yorlc ministers have made statements of sxmliar
tenor which are, indeed, substantiated more or less definitely by the
findings of the Rev. Dr. Walter Laidlaw, of the Federation of
Churches, who has made an extensive sociological and statistical study
of church conditions in New York City. Dr. Laidlaw estimated that,
in 1908, there were over a million (1,071,081) churchless Protestants
in the city. By churchless Protestants are mieant people whose ante-
cedents were Protestants and who, if they becomie interested in relig-
ious work would naturally associate themselves with some Protes-
tant. Dr. Laidlow shews, moreover, that the membership in Protes-

tant churches, in spite of rapidly increasing.population, has barely

held its own in Greater New York, while in Manhattan Island there
has been a natural loss of membership. In the first five years of this
decade (1901-1g06) the population of Manhattan Island increased
by three hundred thousand, but the number of Protestant church
buildings actually decreased by three, the Catholic churches increased
by only five and the Jewish synagogues (buildings), in spite of the
enormous Jewish immigration, by eighteen.  The Roman Catholic
church has felt a similar loss of power, not only in New York, but in
other great American cities. Concerning this tendency we have the
. word of no less a personage than Archbishop Falconio, apostolic dele-
gate from the pope, spoken at the first great rmssmnary conference
of the Roman Catholic Church in America, held last spring in Chicago.
And the Roman Catholic Church is not more concerned than the
Jew, although the Jewish population of New York city is growing
rapidly, the same disheartenment exists among Jewish leaders as
among Christians. The Jews, especially of the younger generation
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show a growing inclination to drift away from the synagogues and
the teachings of their fathers.

Not only have the working classes become alienated from the
churches but a very large proportion of well-to-do men and women
who belong to the so-called cultured class have lost touch with church

 work. Some retain a membership, but the church plays no vital or

important part in their lives. Thousands of men and women
contribute to the support of the churches, yet allow no church duty
to interfere with the work or pleasures of their daily lives. They
are neither inspired nor commanded. And what is more, this indif-
ferentism is by no means confined to the “wicked city,” but prevails
throughout the country—in small towns and villages, as well as in
large cities. Omne of the most evident tendencies of Protestantism
in New York City has been the movement of the churches up-town,
or out of town. following the movement of the rich, or well-to-do,
people. In fact, the Protestant churches for over a century have
been in a constant condition of flight from the common people.

Years ago, the up-town independent churches, which, of course.

- dominate their respective denominations in the city, began to feel that

ordinary mission work was not enough. What was the trouble? This
was a question familiarly asked in public and religious conferences.
It was discussed with heat in religious journals—and vigorotsly
answered. =i ' ]
The first instinct of the rich, whether individuals or a church,
when really troubled, is to give more money. Money to the rich,
somehow, seems the universal explanation. 3%
“As I have gone among Protestant churches in New York, as T
have studied their abundant literature, T have discovered both clergy-
men and lay-workers in many cases devoting a very large part of
their time, not to progressive religious work, but to getting together -
huge sums of money, which, put out at interest, will support the work
of their churches. No longer able to command the enthusiastic alleg-
iance and the willing offerings of the people, they resort to the ready
alternative of interest-bearing stocks and bonds. : !
“Anocther expression of the same tendency is to be found in the
upbuilding of enormous and costly churches, cathedrals ana rarish
houses. The new cathedral of St. John the Divine (Enisconal) is
a notable example of what I mean.. Set upon the top of a hill, five
miles up the Hudson river from lower Manhattan Tsland, it is isolated
in every possible wav from the crowded centers of population. An
ericrmous, pretentious structure, it will probably ccst, when completed,
Tt has been constructed in imitation of
the great cathedrals in Europe, but instead of being a people’s church,

- paid for by the people and growing out of a passionate, religious and

democratic impulse, as did those wonderful old cathedrals, this huge

and costly temple, built by the subscriptions and bequests of rich men

and rich churches, is indeed far removed from the spirit of the age.

Says Paul Sabatier, of the middle-age cathedrals:

“‘The cathedrals were the lay churches of the thirteenth cen-
tury. Built by the people, for the people, they were originally the



true common houses of old cities. Museums, granaries, chambers of
commerce, halls of justice, depositories of archives, and even labor
exchanges, they were all these at once.’

“Nor is this movement toward great buildings confined to the
Episcopal church. The Presbyterians have been trying to raise money
to endow one of their churches’in Fifth avenue as a sort of Presby-
terian cathedral, and some of the newer churches of other denomina-
tions are of exceeding gorgeousness and costliness.

“Tt has long been said, ‘If we can only get the children we are
all right,” but even the Sunday-schoeol is now failing.

“One is likely to form the hasty conclusion that because the
Protestant churches are not reaching the people that therefore there

‘are not enough churches—that more should be opened, that none

should be closed ; in short, the Protestants are niggardly in their sup-
port of churches. My own first impression, when T began my mnquiry,
was that New York was underchurched, but I scon came to the con-
clusion that the city today is not only underchurched, but decidedly
overchurched.

“Tn one Protestant church on the East Side. one Sunday morning
not long ago, I found just fourteen people in the audience, including
myself. It was a good-sized church, heated for the occasion, with an
organist and a choir, besides the clergyman who preached the sermon.
One is almost driven to the conclusion sometimes that an endowment
is the worst possible possession a church can have for it makes it
utmecessary for the church to report constantly to the people, or to
draw its life-blood from the people. There has heen, indeed. no

lack of experimentation during the last ten or fifteen vears among a

growing group of thoughtful progressives. Though it is difficult to
break away from tradition, many Protestant churches have been doing
it. It was a decided innovation when men like Rainsford, in the
Episcopal Church, and Judson among the Baptists, added to -their

church work such accessories as carpenter shops, gymnasiums, baths.

and parlors and organized all sorts of clubs and classes. Tt was surely
a drastic and original step when men like Worcester in Boston, and
Batten in New York, turned their attention to healing sick bodies, as
well as sick souls. I have deseribed the Emmanuel Movement in a
former number of this magazine. In another church, the Church of
the Ascension, Mr. Irving, a Socialist, addresses a large audience
every Sunday evening, and a Socialistic discussion is held afterward—
surely, an unusual activity for the church. ;

“WWhen summed up, all these movements mean one thing: that the
Protestant churches, having fled from the common people. are trying
various constructive measures for GETTING BACK TO THE COM-
MON PEOPLE. They are trying new ways of serving the people,
whether with carpenter shops, baths, bodily healing or Socialistic dis-
cussions.  And all of them are full of significance. They are signs of
that spirit of humility, that willingness to do service, which always
accompanies the appearance of new truth, * * °K :

T have heard many of the ablest and most conscientious clergy-
men of our church confess with tears that they are doing this work
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with a sense of despondency and humiliation because they do not feel
that they are giving the people the best they have to give.”

“The Protestant churches, as churches, may be said, indeed, to
have no longer any very positive convictions or any very definite pro-
gram. They no longer believe their own creeds, and the old fervor
of hostility, with which they becudgeled one another (a sign of life,
at least), has departed. They no longer fight one another, neither do
they unite; there is no fire to fuse them.”

“I have said that the Protestant churches have been withdraw-
ing from the common people for a hundred years. To this end they
have given much money ; it has not availed.

“What, then, is the trouble?

“The Archbishop of Canterbury said recently that he worked
seventeen hours a day and had no time left to form an opinion as
to the solution of the problem of the unemployed. To which Keir
Hardie replied that ‘a religion which demands seventeen hours a day
for the organization and leaves nothing for a single thought about
starving and despairing men, women and children, has no message for
this age.’

“Two remarkable reports have just heen 1ssued, one a study of
workingmen’s budgets in New York, by Prof. Robert Coit Chapin,
~* Deloit College ; another a report of industrial conditions in the City
of Pittsburg, by a staff of trained investigators. Both of these reports
show conclusively that a very large number of the people in our great
cities ARE CHRONICALLY OVERWORKED AND UNDERFED.
Many of the families investigated for Professor Chapin’s hook had
incomes so small that it is difficult to helieve that human beings could
exist on them without outside help. There was also a considerable
percentage of actual underfeeding—even among those of higher
incomes.

“And Dr. Edward T. Devine gives this summary of the findings

- (in part) of the Pittsburg survey which will apply with more or less

force to conditions of the working class in all American cities -
“‘An altogether incredible amount of overwork hy evervbody,

reaching its extreme in the twelve-hour shift for seven days in the
steel mills and the railway switch yards.

“‘Low wages for the great majority of the laborers employed
by the mills, so low as to be inadequate for the maintenance of a
normal American standard living. : .

“Stll lower wages for women.

“‘An absentee capitalism, with bad effects strikingly analogous
to those of absentee landlordism, of which Pittsburg furnishes note-
worthy examples.

“‘THE DESTRUCTION OF FAMILY LIFE, not in any _
imaginary or mystical sense, but by the demands of the day’s work
and by the very demonstrable and material method of typhoid fever
and industrial accidents, both preventable, but costing in single vears
in Pittsburg considerable more than a thousand lives and irretrievably
shattering nearly as many homes.” :
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“At the same time that this condition exists among the working
people WEALTH HAS BEEN INCREASING, the ‘steel mag-
nates, the ‘railroad kings, the ‘coal and oil barons,” have been grow-
ing richer and richer. Along with the discomfort in the tenements
have grown elaborate luxuries, elaborate amusements in the homes,
botels and clubs of the rich. NOR NEED WE GO TO ANY S0-
CIALIST AGITATOR TO DRAW THE CONCLUSIONS; WE
HAVE IT FROM SCIENTIFIC EXPERTS OF THE PITTS-
BURG SURVEY in these words: '

«¢The contract, which does not become. blurred by familiarity
with detail, but, on the contrary, hecomes more vivid as the outlines
are filled in—the contrast between the PROSPERITY on the one
hand, of the most prosperous of all the communities of our Western
civilization, with its vast natural resources, the generous fostering ot
government, the human energy, the technical development, the gigan-
fic tonnage of the mines and mills, the enormous capital of which the
hank balances afford an indication and, on the other hand, the
NEGLECT OF LIFE, OF HEALTH, OF PHYSICAL VIGOR,
even of the industrial efficiency of the ndividual. ]

“‘Certainly no community before in America or Europe has ever
had such a surplus, and never before has a great community applied
what it had so meagerly to the rational purposes of human life. Not by
gifts of libraries, galleries, technical schools and parks, but by the cessa-
tion of toil one day in seven and sixteen heurs in the twenty-four, by
the increase of wages, by the sparing of lives, by the prevention of
accidents and by raising the standard of domestic life, should the sur-
plus come back to the people of the community in which it is created.

“This is the situation which the Protestant churches are facing.
Many of the rich are in the churches; nearly all of the poor are out-
side. The churches feel that somehow they must ‘get back to the
people.” But they bave not yet touched the real problem. Here and
there a man is crying in the wilderness, crying to the people who
are spending their wealth, on themselves. The churches, as churches,
have not waked up. They are still dallying with symptoms; offering
classes and gymnasiums to people who are UNDERFED and UNDER-
PAID; who live in miserable and unsanitary houses! They wonder
why revivals of the sort of religion they preach do not attract the
multitudes. They deyote tremendous energy in attempting to sup-
press vaudeville shows, while hundreds of thousands of women and
children in New York are being degraded, body and soul, by sensc-
less exploitation—TOO MUCH WOREK, TOO SMALL WAGES,
POOR HOMES, NO AMUSEMENT. They help the poor child
and give no thought to the causes which have made him poor. They
have no vision of social justice; THEY HAVE NO MESSAGE FOR
THE COMMON PEOPLE. They have no faith.  And without such
vision how shall they reach the hearts of men? Of what purpose is
‘their passion for efficiency

. The church swallows the fruits of toil of countless generations
without any apparent injurious effect on its digestive system. The
church was always a parasitic institution and must naturally sympa-
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thize with the exploiting parasitic classes of society. The church was
always with the strong against the weak. The church was with the
feudal nohility against the struggling third estate in France. As soon
as the feudal nobility lost its power the church, with truly Chris-
tian forgiveness hastened to conclude an alliance with the victorious
middle class and against the industrial proletariat. As soon as the
preacher dares to champion openly the interests of the working class
he finds his pulpit too hot for him and he has to resign. The prole-
tarians, in their turn, feel the hostility of the church and are getting
rapidly “unchurched,” if not Unchristian. Tndeed, what has Chris-
tianity to offer to the modern proletariat? The wageworker of our
time is not much interested in mystic individual salvation of his soul.
What he wants is the material salvation of the producers who make
up the overwhelming majority of the human race. He wants to elim-
inate social-econormiic parasitism by means of economic democracy. IHe
wants to inatgurate social-economic justice here on earth by the means
of co-dperative common wealth. This is the religion of the modern.
industrial proletariat. Tt is desperately “short” on piety and “long”
on civil righteousness.

The claim of the Christian church to priority in the advocacy
of charity, brotherhood of men and other altruistic virtues is untenable
in view of historical facts. The religion of the Hindus, Chinese, Per-
sians and Hebrews in the East, of the Greeks and Romans in the
West, all preach altruistic virtues. '

Confucius, the great Chinese lawgiver, who flourished six hun-
dred years before Jesus Christ, said: “Act toward others as you wish
them to act toward you. This is the foundation of all moral precepts.”

Another wise Chinese teacher, Wene-Tse, who lived 370 years
before our era, called love the climax of perfection. Another great
Chinese thinker, Lao-Tse, said, six centuries before Jesus: ¢Practice
love and virtue toward all men.” _

The sacred books of Zendavesta (the hible of the Parsi) teaches,
“Re a well-wisher to all living beings; help the poor and needy.”

The Greek Pittakos, one of the seven wise men of antiquity, said
650 vears before Christ Jesus, “Avoid doing thy neighbor what thou
wouldst not like him to do thee.” =

Aristoteles, born 384 vears before Christ, said: “It is morally
heautiful to do good to others.”

The father of history, Herodotus, 500 years before Christ, said:
“Do not cure evil with evil.” :

The great Hellenic tragedian, Sophocles (197 vears before
Christ), said: “To cause suffering in retaliation for caused suffering
is not proper. I am here to love others.”

The Hindu prophet, Buddha (600 years hefore Christ). preached
as follows: “Love thy neighbor as thyself, be jovful with the joyous
and sad with the sad. Be always good; never shirk thy duty.”

The great Roman orator, Cicero, said (60 years hefore Christ) :

“Anyone hurting his neighbor acts against natire.” :
The Roman thinker, Seneca (exccuted 75 years before Christ).,

said: “Consider that the man you call your slave is of the same seed
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as you; that he breathes under the same skies, lives and dies as you.”
Such quotations could fill volumes. Those cited will suffice to
prove the falseness of the claim of the institutional church to a monop-
oly of moral teaching. August Bebel was correct when stating, “The
good possessed by Christianity does not belong to it, and the bad we
do not want.”
As thrifty merchants endeavor to advertise their wares by skill-

- ful display, the institutional church parades with the Golden Rule and

the sermon on the mount, while the other teachings of the new testa-
ment are passed by in silence. However, as a matter of fact these other
teachings, practically nullify the effect of the sermon on the mount.

Here follow a few selections taken Irom John E. Remsburg’s
hook, “The Christ:” :

“Great stress is placed upon the moral teachings of Jesus. What
did he teach? Did he advocate industry and frugality ?

“‘Lay not up for yourself treasures upon earth” (Matt. vi, 19.)
: “ “Pake no thought for your life what ye shall eat or what ye shall
drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.” (25) :

«“Take therefore no thought for the motrow. & (34.) -

What were the early Christians? !

They were Communists. “They had all things comimorn.
For as many as were possessors of land or houses sold them, and
brought the price of the things that were sold, and laid them down at
the apostles’ feet; and distribution was made unto every man according
as he had need” (iv. 32-35.) : ;

Most Christians condemn Communism; but was the Communisa
of nineteen hundred years ago better than the Communism of today?

To condemn Communism is to condemn primitive Christianity. Yet,
Christians profess to abhor the Communistic ideas of modern teachers,
while they worship as a God the founder of this Communistic sect of
Palestine. :

What did he teach respecting poverty and wealth?

“Blessed be ve poor.” (Luke vi, 20.)

“Woe utito you that are rich.” (24.)

Poverty is a curse; wealth honestly acquired and wisely used is a
blessing. “The rich man’s wealth is his strong city; the destruction
of the poor is their poverty.” (Proverbs x, 15.)

In the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, what befell the
representatives of vagrancy and respectahility ?

“The beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom.” (Luke xvi, 22.)

“The rich man also died, * * * and in hell he lifted up his
eyes.” (22, 23.)

Sk e 3

“See the red flames around him twine
Who did in gold and purple shine!
While round the saint so poor helow,
Full rivers of salvation flow.

Jesus, My Lord, let me appear

The meanest of thy creatures here.”
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