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Grants, are tracts of country granted by the Legislature of tolzahlr
ila and Texas, to persons of influence and respectability siyled
Lmpresarvios or Undertakers, who engage to settle orlocate on

|| their Granzs, within the time specified thereby, the required nuun
-ber of settlers. The Empresario by this acquires no.right to the
so0il but only the powers of an agent of the government, to give
titles to setilers on condition of occupancy and the payment
of the required {lees, with the privilege of having for his remu-
neration tive leagues of land for every hundred families sett-
~led under his direction, without expense to Government. Until
the present year, (1835) the head of a family intending to settle
n the cownary, was entitled to one sitio orleague of land 4428
acres, on paying the cost of surveying and office fees, together
with the sum claimed by Government, amounting to about one
lundred dollars; and a single man was in like manner entitled
0 a quarter of a league. Six years residence,on. and improvement
of the soil, was requi. to acquire a legal title. by a late law the
Governument has determined to make no more Grants, until the.
terms of the present Grants are fulfilled; and have enacted aregu
lar land law, and established offices for the sale of all the vacant
lands in the country. At presenl, a person desirous of purchasing
public land, goes to the land office in the district where the land
is situated; files his petition for sale; and obtains an order of sur-
vey. The land is laid off into labors,of 177 acres each, and the
individual ma v purchase any amount he pleases up to 275
labors or near 50000 acres, at the mininuan. price of 10 dollar.

the money is payable at the time of sale, and the remainder in
two annual instalinents. Those however; who pay the whole ant-
-ount at once, perfect their titles inunediately. New settlers are ex
empted fiom the payment of the wsual taxes,for the'term of 10 years,
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Those parts of Mexico, known by the names of Cohahuila

- REMARKS ON TEXAS.

and Texas, form one State in the Mevican confederacy,
of which Texvas is the easternmost and largest division.
7o the people of the United States, Texas is peculiarly in-
teresting, firom its unmediate contiguity, and from the
circumstance of Anglo Americans, forming the principal
portion, of its rapidly increasing population. 4 soil of |
"great fertility & a geographical position highly favorable
1o commercial intercourse,with the United States, and the
rest of the World, are advantages which doubtless will

State. 4 sea coast of 350 miles in length,affords by means
of its numerow.s rivers, communication at a number of
pointswith the Gulf of Mexico, which with the probable
employment of steam navigation, on those streams suscep-
tible of it,will speedily enhance the value,of the soil and
its vich productions. The face of the country is generally
level, and a great portion of it consists of iminense prai-
-ries; the soil of'which is a rich deep black mould, mived
with sand ; the bottom lands on many of ihe rivers, are
of a rich red texture of great. depth and well timbered
with cotton wood,walnut, cedar &e. Most of the produc

Hions of tropical climates grow here in great perfection
and the cotton is equal to the finest produced in the

United States: the other products are sugar, tobacco,rice,

|indigo, wheat &ec. Texas is one of'the finest stock count

|\ 7ies in the world. (attle are raised in greal abundance:
and with but little trouble. Many of the settlers count
their herds by hundreds; and great munbers are annu -
-ally purchased, and driven to New Orleats by drovers,
who visit the country for that purpose. The population
is estimated . at near 45,000 Americans and 4 or 5,000
Mexicans. When the population shall be found to num-|
“ber 50,000, the people will endeavour to obtain a goverr
ment seperate from that of (ohaluila,the establisiunent
of a State legislature at San Felipe, and the vight of
electing their own representatives to the General (ongress
at Meaico. During the spring of' 16354, the legisiature of
(ohaluila and Texas, passed a law allowing the free
exercise of all veligions; also, a séperaie judicial code,
forihe benetit of the people of Tevas, which awthorizes the
adoption of the Euglish language in all legal proceed- |||
ings; establishes trial by jury: likewise a seperate suprene
and circuit court, most of the appointinents of which
have been filled by dmericans. The usual mode of visit]
ing lexasis by sea,from New Orleans to Galveston, Mata |ff
-gorda.or dransaso bays,or Brazorvia on Brazosviverand
by land, frone Natchitoches by San dugustine, Nacogdo-
-clies, Trinidad river &c.&c. The roads represented on the ||
map are mere tracks, except that from San Felipe to Bra -

g

—zoria: but ile openness, and reqgular surface of'the
country, renders travelling in. all directions, pleasant gnd
casy. The number of cinigrants,who entered Texas i
twelve meonths, ending on the 15t September 1834, is esti-|
-mated at fione 4000 to 5000, the prnm)ml part of whom,
1 were from. the United States.
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I'hf Sabmo Neches and Trinidad rivers are respectively 350, 300

and 40 miles in length ; they are all navigable to a certain extent
during a part of the year. The R.Brazos is considered the best navi
gable stream in Texas: vessels drawing six feet water can navigate. it
10 Brazoria, and steam boats of light draught to San Felipe de dus
tin 90 miles higher, the tides ascend to Orazimba, at its mouth the)
R.Brazos is 200 yards wide and continues about the same to San
Felipe. The lands on this river and on all the streams from hernce to
the (olorado inclusive, are the richest and deepest in Texas; and are
considered equal in fertility to any in the world. The San Dernard is
the most beautiful stream in. Texas, it is navigable about 60miles
and has from 410 5 feet water on the bar. The Rio Colorado rise$in the
ligh prairies east of the Puerco R.and after a course of 600 nules
flows into Matagorda Bay. Aboui 12 miles above its mouth the navi
gation is obstructed Yy a vaiv of a mule in extent, beyond this light
vessels may ascend it 300 miles. The La Baca, Guadalupe, San Anto
nio,end R.de las Nueces, are more orless navigable part of the year.
They ave,howerer but imperfectly known. The Rio del Norte, Rio
Grande or Rio Bravo, has a course estimated from 1500 101700
miles in length, it has been ascended. by a steam boat to Loredo,
upwards of 200 miles from the coast; and persons acquainted with
its navigation assert that it can be ascended by steamn boats of tight
draught 500 miles further for at least seven months i the year.
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