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WAR DEPARTMENT

SERVICES OF SUPPLY JAU
§ OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
IN REPLY
REFER TO WASHINGTON
AG 201 Underwood, Charles Calvin
(5-21-42) 0G. :
May 21, 1942.

e Mr. Ernest Norton Underwood,
916 Polk Street,
Topeka, Kansas.
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According to War Department records, you have been designated as the
emergency addreseee of First Lieutenant Charles Calvin Underwood, 0-378597, Infantry,
who, according to the latest information available, was serving in the Philippine
Islands &t the time of the final surrender.

I deeply regret that it is impossible for me to give you more iInforma-
tion than is contained in this letter. In the last days before the surrender of
Bataan there were casualties which were not reported to the War Department. Con-
celvably the same 1s true of jthe surrender of Corregidor and possibly of other
islands of the Philippines. {The Japanese Government has indicated its intention
of conforming to the terms of the Geneve Convention with respect to the inter- -
change of Information regarding prisoners of war. At some future date this Govern-
ment will receive through Geneve a list of persons who have been taken prisoners
of war. Until that time the War Department cannot give you positive 1nformation.‘i

The War Department will consider the persons serving in the Philippine
Islands as "miesing in action" from the date of the surrender of Corregidor, May 7,
1942, until definite information to the contrary is received. It is to be hoped
that the Japanese Government will commnicate a liet of prisoners of war at an
early date. At that time you will be notified by this office in the event his
name 1s contained in the list of prisoners of war. In the case of persons known
to have been present in the Philippines and who are not reported to be prisoners
of war by the Japanese Government, the War Department will continue to carry them
as "miseing in action,"” in the absence of information to the contrary, until twelve
monthe have expired. At the expiration of twelve months and in the absence of
other information the War Department is authorized to make a final determination.

Recent legislation makes provislion to continue the pay and allowances
of persons carried in a "missing" status for a period of not to exceed twelve
months; to continue, for the duration of the war, the pay and allowances of persons
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15 October 1943

REVISED JAPANESE MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

PRISONER OF WAR INFORMATION BUREAU
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL

WASHINGTON, 25, D. C.

The Provost Marshal General, belng charged with the responsibility
of furnishing all available Informatlon concerning American Prisoners of War,
has directed that the following Information be given to every Interested per-

S0n.

When a member of the armed forces of the United States has been
officially reported Interned as a prisoner of war by the Japanese Government

ordinary mall may be sent, boscage free, through regular postal channels by
relatives and friends. It 1s not necessary to send prlsoner of war mall_to
this office for forwarding. You are also advised not to attempt to correspond
with a member of our armed forces whom you believe to be held as a prisoner of
war untll you have first determined his offlclal status from this Bureau be-=
cause only those letters which are addressed to offliclally reported prisoners
of war will be permitted to go forward by the Postal Censor.

The 1mportance of correctly addressing prisoner of war mail cannot
be too strongly emphasized. 1In thls connectlion, The International Red Cross,
Geneva, Switzerland, has reported as follows:

"Among the 100,000 messages received In Tokyo, more than 700
letters addressed to Amerlcan and Britlsh prisoners of war could
not reach their destinatlon because the addresses were not suffi-
clently clear.

The Japanese authorities have created a-special post office,
connected with the prisoners of war camp 1n Tokyo, which 1s in
charge of distribution of mall to prisoners. The staff of thils
post offlce 1s composed of American and Britlish officers. These
officers polnt out that the insufficlent addresses make 1t diffi-
cult, 1f not Impossible, to forward these letters. The name and
first name are not enough; there may be a few prisoners of the
same name. Besldes, these prisoners of war with similar names
are often Interned in camps many hundred milas apaptts—— =

Strict adherence to the instructions in thils circular will facilitate
censoring and the ultimate delivery of prisoner of war mail.

When addressing prisoner of war mall, the rank, complete name (In-
cluding the middle initial or middle name), Dprisoner of war number (when
known) and place of Internment or camp number (when Xnown) shall be used.

The face of the envelope should be prepared as follows when the place

of Internment 1s not known:
Prisoner of War Mail Postage Free

(Insert Rank and Complete Name here),
American Prisoner of War,. (# when known),
c/o Japanese Red Cross,

Tokyo, Japan,

Via: New York, New York.
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