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flaves without fpirit, orexiles without
and to exift in folitude,
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pofielled by
power? C um\u'lulm fly,
they can attain to no improvement; they can
ncitheracquire nor tranfinit knowledge, but muft
continually languifh in calamity,
ithout multiplying ; and,

and decay;

they muft perpetuate wi
in 4 word, they muft lofe by their duration more
than they acquire by experienc

It is for this reafon that there are now r
mmw] that aftonifhing induftry of a
cept in fe diftant and defert regions where,
for a long m\cdhm\ of ages, m.\ )V.\\U\Lu.\ul

no difturba
can difplay with freedom its 1 o S e
mature them in quiet, by uniting into permanent

focieties. The beavers afford, perha

fubfifting monument of the antient

of brutes, which, though

principle to the human intelle&,

and relative views; projects w

mon projects
having fociety for their bafis, and, f
Jike to conftrud, a town to

r th

je&, a
republic to found, imply fome mode of m
pacity of acti

aking
emfelves underftood,and
in concert.

The beavers are faid to be, among qu:
peds, what the bees are among the infec t
The e, 2
fpecies of focicti which muft be exam
fore we can compare them : The free {c
man, from which, next to God, he de
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power ; the confirained fociety of the larger ani-
mals, which always flies before that of man; and
the neceffary Imlu\ of certain {mall creatures,
which, being all produced at the fame time, and
in the fame place, are obliged to live ogeiher: A
individual, folitary as he comes from the hand
of Nature, is a fterile being, whofe induftry i
limited to the fimple ufe of his fenfes. Even man
himfelf, in a ftate of pure nature, deprived of the
light and affiftance of fociety, neither multiplies
nor conftruts.  Fertility, on the contrary, is the

cceffary refult of every fociety, however blind
or fortuitous, provided it be compofed of creatares
of the fame nature. From the neceffity alone of
defiring to approach or to avoid each other, com-
mon movements arife, from which there often
refults a work, that has the airof being concerted,
managed, and executed with intclligence. Thus
the works of bees, each of whom, in a given
place, fuch as a hive, or the hollow of an old tree,
builds a cell ; the works of the Cayenne bee, or
fly, which not only makes the cells, but the hive
that is to contain them ; are operations purely
mechanical, and imply no intelligence, no con-
certed proje®, no general views; they are la-
bours which being the produce of a phyfical
ceffity, a refult of common movements %, are 2
all times, and in all places, uniformly executedin
the fame manner, by a multitude not affembled
from choice, but united by the force of nature.
fertation on the Na
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matured among thefe animals ; for
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the beavers have every where united, formed
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fructed works

o excite admiration.  Of thi
ote the moft judicious and

1 {hall hold

R.

which conti-

all endea-

as ¢

sing which authors agree.

Lefs inclined, perhaps, than fome
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indulge admiration,
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his purel’ individu:
any

appears, on the contrary,

below fome of them
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fent me from Canad
near twelve month
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he beave

wdofpoffefling
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bled to cor
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occupied with a defire of ib
ates of it
5 forits efcap!
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and with the fole view

In other mat-
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© This beaver was
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} We are told, howe:

Royal

t, and neither withes to hurt
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to pleafe. In thefe relative qualities, which would
make him approach to man, he feems to be in-
ferior to the dog. He appears to be formed
neither for ferving, commanding, nor even hold-
ing commerce with any other fpecies than his
own. His fenfe, locked up in his own perfon,
never entirely manifefts itfelf butamdng his own
tribe. When alone, he has little perfonal indu
try, lefs artifice, and hardly prudence enough to
avoid the groffeft fnares. Inftead of attacking
other animals, he is very aukward in defending
himfelf. He pr flight to combat, though
he bites cruelly when he finds himfelf feized by
the hand of the hunter.

If, then, we confider this animal in a ftate of
nature, or rather in a ftate of folitude and dif-
perfion, he appears not, by his internal qualities,
to rife above the other animals. He has not the
genius of a dog, the fenfe of an elephant, the
craftinefs of the fox, &c. but is more remark-
able for fome fingularities of external conforma-
tion, than forany apparent fuperiority of mental
faculties. He is the only quadruped furnifhed
with a flat, oval tail, covered with feales, which
he ufe a rudder to dire his courfe in the w:
ter; the only animal that has his hind-feet web-
bed, and the toes of his fore-feet, which he em-
ploys for carrying vi€tuals to his mouth, fepa-
rate from each other; the only quadruped that
during feveral years, and that it followed, and went in queft of

him, as dogs fearch for their mafters,

refembles
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that they may fland on en
labouring in thi

which they plath and beat firy
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view to render their fmaller habitations more
commodious, Thefe cabins or houfes are bui
upon piles near the margin of the pond, and have
two openings, the one for going to the land, and
the other for thr felves into. the wa-
ter. The form of the uHHru is either oval or
round, fome of them larger and fome lefs, vary-
ing from four or five,to
Some: afthem deonlibof: Hires o fourftoriess
and.their walls are about tsvo fect thick, raifed

nks, or plain flakes 3

r ten feet diameter.

which ferve both for foundation
their houfes. When they conf
and
hem for a
They are buil with mazing folidity,
plaftered both without and withtn, Th
ain, and refift the' moft impet

partions are corered wit

of this mortar,their tails ferve fortro
feet for plathing. - They employ
wood, flone, and a kind of fa
s not fubjed to be diffolved in water.
they ufe is almoft all of the lig
as alders, poplars, and wille
grow on the bank
d, cut, o et e
vier and more folid fpecies of timber. When
they
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that they may ftand on end.
labouring in this ma
which they plath with their feet,
with their tail They carry the earth in
mouths, and with their fore-feet,
in fuch quantities, that they
intervals between the piles.
of feveral rows of ftakes, of | height, a
placed oppofite to each ther,and extend from on
bank of theriver to the other.  The ftakes facing
the under part of the river, are placed perpend
cularly ; but the reft of the work flopes upward
to fuftain the preffure
bank, which is 10 or 12 feet wide at
reduced to two or th Ith
fore, not only all the necel
dity, but the moft advant
porting the weight of the
its iffue, and to repel its efforts.
or thinneft part of the bank,
three floping holes, to allow the
efcape, and thefe t!
ing as the river
breaches are made in the bank
Jent inundations, they know how to repair t
as foon as the water fubfides.

It would be fuperfluous, after tl
their public work, to give a detail of their |
cular operations,
tory of thefe animals, to mention every

le with
were not the firft great ftru@ure made with a
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view to render their fmaller habitation
commodions. Thefe cabins or houfes are built
upon piles near the margin of the pond, and have
two open

the other for throw emfelves into the wa-
ter. The form of the edifices is either oval or
round, fome of them larger and fome lefs, vary-
ing from four or five, to ¢i

Some of them confilt of three or four flories 3

and their walls are about two fect thick, raifed

perpendicularly upon planks, or plain ftakes ;
which ferve both for foundations and floors to
their houfes. When they confit but of one
the walls rife perpendicularly a few f
afterwards affume a curved form, and terminate
in a dome or vault, which ferves them for a roof.
They are built with amazing folidity,
plaftered both without and withtn, They
impenetrable to rain, and refift the moft i
ous winds. The itions are coy
kind of flucco, as nicely, plaftered as i
d by the hand of man. In thea
of this mortar,their tails ferve for trowels,and their
feet for plathing. ~ They employ different mate-
as wood, flone, and a kind of fandy earth,
not fubje@ to be diffolved in water. The
hey ufe is almoft all of the light and tender
Kinds, as alders, poplars, and willows, which ge=
nerally grow on the banksof riversand are more
y barked, cut, and tranfported, than the hea=
vier and more folid fpecies of timber. When
they




eighteen,  and, it
oemanasi thirty beavers. They are almoft always cqually
they‘cut ltdown,andca paired, being inbmBes ofefe:
HeEs e males, Thus, upon a moderate ¢

afterwards in fele@ tribes

 companics, in making particular hat
In this fociety, however numerou

peace is maintained

by common lal

ion to blood

every poffible

how to pant after hay
other, if they have {

know how to

approaches, they tife one another, by

ing their tail on the furface of the water, the
noife of which is heard at a gr

refounds throv

t diftance; and

his part; fc
themfelves v
ed only by
of man, and
t cither to open or to overturn.
ly very fafe, but neat
and commodious. The foors are fpread over
with verdure: The branches of the box and the
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and with a fkin perfedlly fimilar to that of Jarg
fithes, The feales may be feraped off with a knife
and, after falling, they leave an impreffion on tk
fkin, which is the cafe with all ifhes

It is in the begi
heavers affem he
Julyand Auguft in the Ammmm of tt
and cabins, They collect,
provifions of bark and wood
enjoy the fruits of their labours, and tafte the

fweets of domeftic happinef si

the time of
1 the fez £ love. - Knowing and
om the pleafures
s of a common labour, each couple

not by
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fep At eafe in their cabins, they go ot out
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e fruits of the fpring. They return, occafion~
, to their cat it dwell there no more.
The mothers continue in the cabins, and are oc-
d in nurfing, prote&ing, and rearing theic

young,
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young, which, at the en dual powers, they lofe for ever t
condition to follow lities which we have & X
! Hosevermarvellous the focicty
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"They have affirmed, that, after the beavers have

eftablifhed a fociety, they reduce ftrangers and
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