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WOMll.'J VOTillS SPONSOR 
NEW RADIO PROGRAM 

(Note: From time to time 
ROUND- UP will publish news of 
activities of Texas organi za
tions interested in the Texas 
Yiar a.rid ... poace .···efforts, · · If 
:10t,r organi zation is sp onsor
ing a forum , aiding · in win
the-war legislative programs , 
etc . write The Editor , ROUND
UP , 917 \/ , l?.th St., Austin, 
Texas . ) 

A -fdr ·.,urd =step_ in· informing 
the Texas public about the 
vital issues of the war was 
taken b:y the Texas League of 
\"/omen Voters, soon to sponsor 
a t'l:J i ca-mon thlJr radio program 
with the theme · ·11ci. tiz0ns 
Responsibilities in Peace and 
riar 11 on StaUon KTBC, Austin, 

The program will be enti
tled "Citizens All" and will 
run 15 minutes each time. The 
exact hour of the ·programs 
will be announced in the nezt 
issue of RCUNI'-UP, 

A main emphasis of the pro
gram will be the need for co
operation ,.vi th other nations 
of the wor l d after the v.iar. 

IfJ.r s. Robert Buffler, former 
director of the little Thea
ter of Austin, and If.rs, Her
bert Ash will be co-chairman 
of the group in charge of the 
program. Others on the League 
of f/oman Voters committee in
clnda Mr s . T,'J • Holbrook, 
Mrs . D, L. Clark, Mrs. D. S, 
Strong, Mrs . Frank Goodw~rn, 
Hrs. \'J , L, Brown, and Mrs . V/ . 
H. Curdy. 

Q.uestions about the war 
will be answered i n dramatic 
forrn , . w.i-l;h i: r c.1,i ne<l ·nc.;tors of· 
the Little Theater fHling 
the roles. Guest speakers 
1,Jj.l.l discusB partictJ.lar pro
blems in their special fieid& 
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"You'll l011e it-It ,melt, like ga,oli11,, ... 

TEXAS Will.JEN ACT TO FORM 
UiHTED LEGISLATIVE: FROl~T AGArnST 1lEAC'IIOU 

rt is ..i.pparunt to most T·1x:1ns int .J:Mst 1d in making this 
,,xl.r u. p001JlJ ' s \ 'JDX to achiovo l'\. poopL.:l Is pc1..,.;u thc.,t the: 
need of the hour is a t:mited front of like-minded -j tizens 
to work for these ends. The reasons progressive Texans 
of all shades of opinion see the necessity of unity arB 
obvious. 

The fir st of these reasons is that the opposi Uon to 
dsmocratic prosecution of the war and equalitarian reso
lution of the peace j_s united, and has been thronghoD.t 
the war . There a.re no splits in the ranks of the men of 
.. ,a ll Street, the monopolists, the pr ofit eers, tl1e .'3ot1.r1':on 
landowners of the SotJ.th, the axploi ter s of child la1:oi: , 
the po ll tax politicians, the manufacturers' assocj~
tions, the opponents of fr ee education and women's 
rights, the union wreckers, the l~egro and Jaw and I1Ce)ri~an 
haters, and a ll the rest of the char l a tans and or,sc11.rant 
ist s who constit ut e the imitators of Hit ler in this coun
try . 

·rhsse men are P.nited , And ~:ecatJ.sa the;.' are 11.nited , th3 
nation has seen almost tJ.nbslievac le " tLtrning t acl~ of the 
clock" j_n the means of :fighting t:1e ·.m.r , means \ihic,1 ·,,.i l.l 
also determine greatl:•.1 tl1e sha·r;e of tl10 -;eace . J.l[ost of 
this regrf':lssion has occnrred in the let;islativs halls . 



In a sanse it is literal.ly trite that the U.S. is "winning 
the militar:-7, 1rnt losing the legislative v1ar. 11 

For, "becau.se the:.1 are not Li.ni ted against the forces of 
darkness, the people of the U.S. seem not able to ~1in the 
fight for food, the struggle against higher pric es and 
inflation, the attempts to put taxation on equalit:7-of
sacrifice grounds, to ro~ovs ~eulth . ·u~ -a qu~lification 
for voting, to maintain the rights of ·vwrkingmen. Utili
zing the "divide and conquer" techniq1J.e made famous by 
their Suropean counte.rparts, the American fascists have 
defeated the people on all these issues. The? intend to 
break rationing, price control, taxes on high incomes, 
efficient organization of industry, and all other meas
ures which threaten their vested interests. 

An earl:.r development in the campaign of these Un- Ameri
cans was to pursue their diabolic ends through the state 
legislatures. Led by the radical National Association of 
Mannfacturers and its aide Pap1)Y O'Daniel, the anti-com
mon man bloc secured in the legislatures of all the South 
t he introduction of first, anti-labor bills, then bills 
GO cripple the schools, the public welfare programs, the 
protection of child labor, the free ballot, and finally 
measures to shift the burden of taxation from those who 
can afford to pay to those who cannot. 

All of Texas knows the tragic story of the works of 
this· \"1r .. :ick,ns 1 gap& :tn:thu last -sassion of t'hJ ·Texas ·LJg-, 
j_ slat ur .:i. "Leading" publishers, "civic minded" chambers 
of. comm0rc,1, a.nd "trraa.t 11 • oi 1 comp~n:1. · m..1gno..t ·:,s : combiiud ·:to 
roll up a devastating table of defeats for the American 
callse. 

Th-3i-' sabotagad the war effort by harmftJ.lly rastrict
ing Yiorkingmen' s organizations. 

They left child laborar s without protecUon. 
The:_r defeated the secret ballot, first requisite of 

democracy. 
·I1hey seriously damaged the old age assistanca pro-

gram. 
They did nothing to furthar the war effort. 

In the face of this black tide of reaction, many patl.'i
otic Texas organizations battled hard and -- sGparately. 
Not. united, each trying to go the struggle aiona, . rr.up.:,r 
greut groups of Texans added luster to their names by 
Their valiant efforts. Bv.t their separat·.3 afforts 

Th~ nGw program is tha sJc
ond s·:;ionsor ad b;v the Leac u.0 
in th3 last fei, years. '.I\'i O 

yaar s ago it put on ona nu.mad 
"Battle of Production" to aid 
in the fight to dafund this 
countr;.r by ru.shine; aid to 
Britain. "Citizens All" ,-.,111 
takG its placo among soveral 
other C·)ntri"butions of TD~r.il s 
civic groD.ps, inclu.,Hn5 ,,. . .'in
ning the 1;/ar and the PaacG," 
S;Jonsored b:.1 tha Texas Busi
ness and Professional ~omen. 

. . 
JESSE JONES NOMTiiTAT:;JJ 
FOR PR'.)SID:11.~T BY ••• V.ANC:~ MOS:L 

Jesse Jones before a de
f~ns~ investigating co~ittaa, 

spaaking __ of the los~ ~ fir -a 
of thousands of tons of vital 
strategic rnbber in the - ~st 
Indies: "Oh don't -;;-orr:.r, .::::.::.1.. __ 

gentlemen--the rubber~~~ in
surad." 

Such an economist is th-a 
pres3nt SecretarJ.r of COmm8rc ., . 
His CLJ.rrent 0:rposLJ.re b:,r Vice:: 
Pl' Jsid 3nt 1:-/allaca makos it 
important for T-axans to lrnm·1 
the "background of the RotJ.ston 
bankor now high in tho na
tional government. 

1. Jonos \:1as chairman 
and prosidGnt of thu Bankors 1 

MortgagG Co., prt:Jsidsnt of 
tho Houston Prope rties co. of 
New York (ths title itself is 
suggestive), ownar of the 
HoL1.ston Chronicla. Bis Na
tional Bank of Commerca in 

failed. The? were not united. 
St1ch ·;1as the stor~1 of 1943. It 

story of 1945. Not in Texas. 

Hou.ston has financial con
will not likely cs the trols ·.,hi ch -,.lra, aroP.nd .JVury 

Tt:Jxas activity. This c zardom 
~ill be doscribod in a forth-

Jnl? 7 the first steps to form a "united front" of Tex
ans opposed to the o.n-Americans in the state was formed. 
Represontativss of all the large v,omon' s organizations of 
the stats met to form a joint legislative council, to 
',?ork this coming yaar for measures which it will estab
lish in tha next session of the Texas lJgi~lature 

This council has not yet ceen formed. As yet , on.ly 
tentative plans have been made, pend ing action by the 
constit1wnt organizations. Interest evidencad at the 
meatinc;, hO\·'lever, seems to point to the tmanimous "\::anding 
to5ether of al tha women's organizations of Texas to 
·,mrk for common goals. 

"Ths medting was called to order by Mrs. ·:laanor Damon 
Paco, state le5islative chairman of the American Associa
tfon of UnivJrsity Women, and i>.:Trs. Jane Y. I\'icCallum, 

coming book. 
2. In 1902 

organized th-J 
1,umbor Co., 
Sout:iern Loan 

Jasso Jones 
south 'l'o~ms 

in 1905 th-:i 
and Inv .Jstm,rnt 

Co. , nm, the ,T J s s e H. Jons s 
Co., in 1909 tho T .. D~as T:'1.1.st 
Co. Ho was vico-prJsicont of 
tho Union National Bank, vie :., 
presidont of th::1 1,1.J.mb.)rman' s 
1qational Banlc, "both of T-TotJ.s 
ton. In 192?. h0 oGcamJ prJs
idont of tho National Bank of 
CommJrcu. 

::i. TonJs' .tTuJ,il af:filia-
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ti ons are the Banlters' and 
IVianha ttan Clu.b s, Ne·,1 York 
City; the A.rdslJy country 
Clu.b, t,10 Slo0:p~1 H. 0110\J Coun
try ClD.c, and thJ Blind Brook 
Countr;.r Clu.o, also of N.JW 
York. 

4. In 1936 vanco MusJ, 
~ r i nrd 'Jad Jr with Pap:p,v 
O' Dani J l of th-.i notoriotJ.s 
fa scist Christian-.AmJrican 
group, thJn mJmb·Jr of thJ 
Jguall;.r notorious and un-.Am::ir-
ican SouthJrn Committ.lJ to 
u.phold ~ thJ constitution, 
boom )d JonJs for th.J pr JSi 
d:mtial candidacv of thJ D::im
ocratic Partv. 

MLlsJ stJ.gg:J st Jd that thJ 
D:Jmocratic Party shunt asid J 
PrJsid~nt Roos JV0lt and suo
stitutJ JJSSJ JonJs. HJ con
Cj iV.Jd of JonJs as th ::i idJal 
rJprJ sJntativ-.i of his groirp. 

Jam.JS V. Allr ·Jd, at that 
timJ gov:.:irnor of TJxas, JX
posJd th:J mov~ and what Mus::i 
stands for. "I r J f or JV Jry
on J who r ::iad yoLlr sugg Jst ion," 
Allr :.:id ·;1rot J MusJ, 11to tho 
congrJssional Rocord of your 
lobbying activitiJs in t~sh
ington as disclos~d by thJ 
Carravia;,r commi tt .JO r .Jport and 
to :1our similar oporations in 
TJxas. I sugg.:ist to ;vou and 
to all yo1;i.r gang that you gJt 
ovo.r to th-J RJpublican camp 
1.'/h Jr ,; y ou hD..v J aLvays b J
longod." 

5. Jon J s was originally 
p lac.Jd in thJ govJrnm.Jnt by 
Harb Jrt Hoov Jr. 

6. In all th.J long da;vs 
of isolationism Jon J s was a 
conspicuous optimist, as WJr J 
oth.Jrs, J .g., Vandonourg , Ham 
Fish. His statJmJnts frJ
qu.Jntl? -.·Dr ::i of thJ charact J r 
of th.J following , mado Oct. 6, 
1935 in A1:stin, TJxas : "ThJr.:i 
is no ~himcG of .Am'Jrica gJt
ting 1.n anoth:.ir 'f/orld \'Jar • 11 

B UY W A R B ONDS 

forme r secr Jtar;.r of stat .:: , and Mrs. n ona l d Strong of th-2 
TJxas LJag u . .J of Wom .. m Vot ors, s:pokd . Both strassed the 
nJ Jd for T:Jxa,s wom J:, ' s vi Y,Js t o b J .;xpr .. rn s .Jd i n fLJ.tD.r <J 
state l egislation. 

1rhJ m00ting ol oct ::id thJ foll owi ng t Jm;.;orar? offic ::ir s , 
to sJrV J until a mJ.:iting in S.;ptim'b.Jr: 'Pr J sid Jnt, Mr s . 
Bal P. Byb J J of t hJ ·11:Jxas Congr .:i ss of Par::ints and 11,;a ch
Jr s; v ic J-p r J sid ..::n t, Ivir s . McCall DJn; s ,Jcr -Jtary , l~r s . 
Strong. 

Among thos ..: taking part in this prJliminary mJJ tints 
wor J I-iirs. 7,niz;_,b Jth GardnJ r, TJxas Social "iJ lfar..: Associ
ation; Mrs. &1,m J. Smith and Mrs. Uilli '.l SatJ.'Jr, TJxas 
FJd.::iration of WomJn's Clubs ; M:r s . P.os Jrnary Harmon, TJxa s 
Association for Childh~ocl •~dtJ.cation; Miss Kath::irinJ cook , 
DJlta I{appa Gamma; thJ Rov. :?aul J. <Jhling Jr, rJ1::,r o sJn t 
ing th:; Catholic r/omJn of thJ Dioc•J s::i of Sen Antoni o ; 
Mrs. Hal ,:,• Byb J .:: and Mrs. s. M. iif. Marrs, TJxas congrJs s 
of Par:.J nts and TJachJrs; Mrs. D. Bailo:1 Calvin, Mrs. 
Donald Strong, Mrs. ClaudJ Hill, Toxas LJagtJ. J of n omJn 
Vot Jrs; Mrs Dav() Doom and 'Mrs. Jan.J Y. McCall11Jn; Mrs. 
A. 1. Brandon, r opr os onting tho YPCA and AAU .' ; Mrs. ·· ·• T . 
DochJrd, Toxas council of It.C:ithodist 1}omon; J!lrs. Raphaol 
\'/J inJr, :Mrs. Victor RaVJl, Council of J.Jwish ' 'Jom.m; Mrs. 
SlJanor D, Paco and Mrs. G. L. FiJld, .Aln )rica n Associa 
tion of Uni vorsi ty 1·.1om.Jn. 

1rhJ proposod coD.ncil has naturall:.r consi cl ::ir Jd onl;,.r t Jn
tati vo plans and programs. rJho.,t evJ.r progr.~m .. ·.is · find. lJ:y 
adopt ed will be subj ect to the approval of all the coo?
erating organiza tions. 

It is important to note, however, that the n ow coLmcil 
will be in no sense, if 1Jresant thinking continu.Gs, a n GYJ 
organi :mtion. Rather it ,,.Jill attempt to make more J ff ::ic
tivG t h9 legislative e fforts of already existing gro1.1."'.>S 
by corre lating ancl c oordinating t he se efforts. By so 
doing the council ma~1 retain a ll the advantages of dis
tinct organizations ca t ering t o variot1s interGsts, at the 
same t ime channe lling the ·w or lc o f a ll to common legisla
tive ends. Great :pr sssur e from one source is a h :ia:,s mor e 
effectiv e than small pr esstJ.r e from many soD.rces. 

No official annoD.ncement of t echniqu.e and p rocednr o ha s 
be on ma de b:-7 tho new council. It is t:mderstood, howover 9 

from present s entiment and ~a s t ex, erience that t,w main 
line s of action will be f ollowed, These ar 0: 

1 . Educational. From now until the opening of th3 
naxt Lagislatura t ho c ouncil a nd cooperating organi za 
t ions wi ll gather mat erial on t ho issuds theJ a r 0 int Jr
ast ad in , prepara wor kab l o bills , a nd in ganoral road? 
t heir member s a nd the pub li c fo r a c t ion on thG speci f i ed 
l i nes. rt has be en tho expor iance of groups of this sor t 
that to f ocus a tt ,rntion a nd wor k on a r elativle~.r sma ll 
numbor of bill s (four or fiv0 ) is more satisfact or~r than 
t o viork on a l arge numb or. It is eas:.1 t o "spr aad on0s3lf 
too thin, " ·I1his part of the :::,r ogr a m alone shonld bo im
mensoly worth"lvhi l e . To got ci tizens intJra s t ad in the 
dJmocra tic proc.J s s , to stimalato t ho11.ght and di sci,.ssion 
on tho issues of the day is tho flrst reqnisitJ for in,.
t:.illig .. mt lawmaking. rt is al s o the first gri.n.rd against 
tho dark tactics of t ho v ost Jd int J rosts. ~xp osuro of 
thG r oo.sons buhind a nti-price control efforts, o.nti-1.::.bor 
dr i vos , tho noll tas , :.:i tc . is sor e ly need ed . 

2 . ·political. ThJro ar e D.suall:-7 t1'10 sorts of acti -



vi ti8s •;1hich fall under this hJad . The first conc.3rns 
the q1J.estioning of candidatJs 1:ogarding tha issuos on the 
organization I s program and tha widJ pt:i.olication of thoir 
viows e In this '<W,~7 th8 electorata may loarn hov:1 the var
i ous candidat8s stand, with this statamant also serving 
as promises to oo fulfillod. Tha sacond sort of activity 
7Jill tak8 .placo during tha actual sassion of the Lagisla
tur e. It will include all the measuros necessary to get 
ting bills passJd and madJ into la·;is. 

It should b.) point Jd out that in no way a oos an organi
z~tion of thu sort outlined approach tho status of a 
third party. Rathor it is of tha nat1J.ra of other "non
par tisan" groups. 

The importance of the formation of the new council is 
great. But it is a first step only and it is to oo hopod 
that othors will follow. For the rost of Texas is intar
estod in a popular :front against thJ un-.AmJricans as 
,;,lll. To name out a fGw groups, thore arJ thJ small 
:tar."·.clrs, tho small brtsinessmen, tho labor unions, and 
laboring man gonorally, the a.gad, the dofonso workers, 
t he minority groups, tho chlll'chas who will oJ intar osted 
in ths furthoranc..:i of the samJ ideals vihich have spurrad 
the women of tha stata to unity. Thoso too should bo 
"banded together in thu common fight against tho anti-com
mon man bloc. Not many organizations but ona solid front 
should faci.3 tho foos of progress, ·that this war may bo 
won spoJdily, and usher in an ara of poaco and justic~. 

SO FAR we've had in ROtn~D-UP stories exposing the 
dr.ive against the public welfare program in Texas, t he 
attempt to sabotage cheap public power in the state, the 
fight aBainst protection of child labor which Texas' big 
news;.,a.pers and big corporations lad. And lots more. If 
yo1J. ,. on't wnat to miss the news that counts, citizen , the 
ne,as the big Tams papers don't like to print ••• better 
send in your buck right now, toda.y. The o.ddr·ass is 
Romm-UP, EJlgin V/illiams Jr., :nJitor·, 917 ;1est 1?.th st. 

.'11'1D IF YOU'TI ulrst-.dy subscribed, ma.yba yon know n 
f riand· \ ·:kio 1 s on tha i:oc-plia' s aids in this wa.r .a.nd wo.nts 
to k1•3p u:p \,1th W.h..:.t lika minded Texo.no c-.re doing a.bout 
it. Tho..t oubscr~.r1tion blnnk l:alov; will .do for him, too. 

:ROUND-UP, !)17 ·W9st 12th Ste 
.Austin, T~xo.s 

· P2.2.1. i.e :intJr rry a.ubscription to ROUl:D-U?. I oncloso ( l 
for- 26 issuJs. 

n•,rr.u ___________________ _ 

Address _______________________ _ 

SAV1.:! YOUR TIB~S 

•. 11 •• •;:ind·, · '.boy.s ··.:1nd · eir.ls, 
America is obviously win
ning the war--our ·indu$
trial profits for 1943 
are 30 billion as aga,j.nst 
25 for· German~r, 10 for 
Bi·itain, i.l.nd zero for 
Russia. 

A ME:MOR.ANDUM 

1. It is generally known now 
that the race riots i n Beo.n
mont and other Texu.s cities 
war·a sta1'ted b~r Nazi agents, 

2, The Nat ional ''.far labor 
Boo.rd has directed the South-
port P.etrole1J.m co., Texas 
City, Texas, to grant wage i n
cr eases to its Negro em:(J loyBss 
which will "place thsm on u. 
basis of economic parity with 
white workers in the same 
classification," Fr.o,nk Gr aham, 
southern member of the Nr!LB, 
stated : 11 ;.;:conomic discrimino..
tion on ac~ount of race oY 
craaa is in line with thg vazi 
i,ro~re,m ••• 11 



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF TEXAS 

.w eanor. 
I , too , _have been doin~ a little file cleaning . Found this that 

I think should be preserved in the historical files of the Le"'.o;ue office . 

If ·you do not want it , Dlease return it to me .. It mig;ht be useful 
in evaluating the grovrth of the League in Texas 

Nita 

? 
:J 



LEhGUE OF UOEBI: VOTKlS UF 'i'EXAS 
Dec ember 5, 1949 

OFFICE REPORT 

The Ste.te Office he.s 2. new secretary who is finding after a month that there 
\ 

is still mu.ch to lea rn a bout the League and the office . i'f.ary i\fagle:c left Sept. 1 to 
teach at S . H. U., and Carol 'J'ho011pson worked in Septe,:1ber and October. Because of her 
illness and her sudden move to Austj_:0. , ;rrs . Thompson was out the latter part of 
October , clur:1.ng much of uhich ti'11e the Pres:i.dent also had traveling commitments out 
of town. Thus , "hen I cane to the office the first week in November , there 1-1e.s three 
weeks of bac:~ uor~;: on which to 11 cut my teeth11 • Since that tine there seein to have 
been com,tant cmergencj_es , be1) .naing with Voters Service prio:d ty the ueek before the 
( l ection r.,nd endinc with the :c;1_sh to get out reports for this Bo'..l.rd meeting . To say 
1.19 h :we been rushed is an understo.t.enent ! 

'I'he corn.fort of the office in both sur,uner o.no 11inte:r has been greatl y j_ncreased 
.J t 1,10 g:i.ft~; f:toia Er. T(oo1--2- ,,JindoH air-conditioner and a new stove . Another valuo. 

',"'._2 piecG of eq1:ipnent is the pidgeon- l1ole r~ailing box 1-1hich the President ;~ade last 
' :_:r,1mer :1fter ·c.:c-y-ing in vain to 11bfJg , borro1·1 or s tea 1 11 one. This mai ling box gren tly 
;'·-;cili ta tes ow: chcc:dne; on uho roce:'.. v0s vnrious mailings (all Boar d members , a ll 
:.0cal Leagues , etc . ) . 

The office hD.s tuo fou:..·- dr awer lego.l size f iling cabinets, barely adequate to 
]:,,use the rai)idly gr01-:in:s files. A volunteer assisted Hrs . l1Jagler and Hrs . I1ow for 
t-, i1eek in August, during wh:'..ch time the closets were cleaned out and four large gar
b.c~G cans of ola m2. te1·iaJ. '·'Gre thro1m m-Jay; J . 0., e:ittra COiJies of President Truman I s 
l'Y,.6 Report on the U. N. J\t thut tJme fonr dr~nerD of the f iles wer e re-done, bu t the 
dro.11ers on t1c.tion".J. i".c.·•.t8rial o.nd the historic files still need to be reorganized and 
all the files need to be thoroU£~h2.;y goi1e ovc,r to correct mis filings . As yet \·Te have 
no c1deqw:J.te pl1:·.ce to dispJ.ay Hc.tional publications for the bone.fit, of visitors to 
the office. 

'l'o give you 2.:1 idea. of t he volume of workg we o.verE,.ge about ten original t:rpe ·· 
1:r:.ttcm letters a d.2.y , ,Je duplicate varj_ou.'3 itoms, i,uc11 as Frosident1s let.tor an& :-e
r' - -:-ts

1 
nll naterfol for ,State BoarG. meeting, per rr..anont materials such as Stnte B~r-

1. .,;s , i/G ho.vo a rr.ail.ing to c.:.ll Board menbers and to all local and provisiona l Ler g,l 9 F-

') t, least once a ·,10olq we type c.nd duplicatG :rrnteris.l for a number of the Sta to Boo.,:'-~. 
r:,3r-,_bo:r.s (for tho Sto.to Finance Cha.irr:ian, 'l'roasure}~, Voters Service Cho.irman , u.1,r. 
( ,r .:i.r;,10.11 8. ild Nominating Commi ttco Chairman during I11ovembor); wo often do public r 0 : _, .... 

·i u ms work, such as contact with r ndio sta tj_ons or tnking calls which would ordinnr•-
7.v go to the Dallo.s League office (since :i:t, is sto.ffed only part of tho tine , wo 
..; ·. to often nnS\•ier questions foT it v.nd ref er peopl G to it) . 

i\ very :Lmport:.nt po.:rt of our ' Jor:c in tho .St2. t o office is kccpinp, track of th 
r",,W Leo.3u0 m.e111bo1·s over t:ie s tr-. t::i . 1 'o hnvo r ecently r.rranged fo:,~ n. girl to Hor!~ c·. 

Oc.lst one do.;y c. 1,,1eo!r on mem:)01·shir files o.nd ,·,;:\ j_linF£ l i sts in orc~or to (sOt and !me:,' 
ClT :nonb0Tship records con_:_)J.etoly up to da to o.nd correct . · 

Boco.uuo of co:1tinuo:.J..s e2:1erg0ncj_os durin~ tho past nonth, despite working me·, 
thc.n ..-w suppos ed hLlf- t.ime , <'.nd even 1,1ith the Prosidont givins practic2.lly full t i ·-1 
t,o tho Lca g·~10 , uo still have boon unnble to do more th:rn kJep up with tho nost pro: ·, 
ing dail/ business-not yet hnvc 1,.re been nblo to seo daylight under thG pTossu.rG cl 
bo.c!: ·,ork , •Jnt uo l:i..c.vo h:i.gh ho:t)GS of go-c.tj_!1g compl.:::teJ.y caught up within -t.ho next 
month. 

Respectfully submitted , 

' Eo.r-garct Dunla p 
Off ice Secrotar~' 
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December 29, 1952 

NOTE TO EDITORS: The following background material for use 
in editorials is supplied you by The League 
of Women Voters of Texas, 2509 Washington, 
Waco, Texas. 

WHY PAY POLL TAXES? 

"Shall I pay my poll tax? 11 That is the question before 

every citizen of Texas today~ That is the question which will 

haunt him until February 1, 1953, when the time for poll tax 

payment is past. Other questions follow this one: Why do we 

have a poll tax in Texas? What elections are coming up this 

year? I do not approve of the poll tax, so why should I pay it? 

The answer to the first question goes far back in history 

to the time when Texas was sparsely settled. The expense of 

running the state government was low. The land holdings were 

large and the land owners few, and these few, with the taxes on 

their real estate, carried the whole burden of the government's 

expenses. 

In time the property owners rebelled and insisted that 

bachelors, men without real property and the "floating pop

ulation" pay their proportionate shares. Their wish was granted 

about the time of the last constitution and a tax of "a dollar 

a head" was levied on every male resident of the state. The 

tax, somet_imes called the capitation, or head, or poll tax, re

mains to this day. 

The poll tax was deemed a fair tax in that it was levied 

on all residents, citizen and alien, alike. The apportionment 

of the money thus collected was well calculated to benefit every 

resident directly, for $1,00 was directed into the state school 

fund, 50¢ into the state General Fund and 25¢ into the county 

General Fund, Many counties forego the latter and assess the 

poll tax at only $1.50 
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Whe n the payme nt of th e poll tax, or the exemption there of. 

be came a pre r e quisite for voting in 1903, th e idea be hind the 

poll tax was forg otten. Texans have f org otte n, too, th a t r e s

i de nt ali e ns are als o required to pay poll taxe s for which 

sp ecial r ec e ipts are given with the word " Alien" stamped in bold 

l e tt e rs upon the face. Contributing to the ge neral loss of me m

ory is th e fact that payme nt of poll taxe s is not enforced; suits 

for de linquent poll t axe s are ne ve r filed. The fact r emains that 

payment of the poll tax doe s no t entitle the payee to vot e , but 

the citize n may not vot e without having paid )it. 

Paying your poll t ax 0 or e xempti on the r eo f, will entitle you 

to vote a t all el ections he ld betwe en Febru a ry 1, 1953, and Jan

u a r y 3 1 0 1 9 5 4 • A 1 t h o u g h t h i s i s n o t co n s i de re d a b i g "e 1 e c t i o n 

year" , man y e l ec ti ons of i mpo rt anc e will be he ld. 

Th e r e will ce rtainly be school and city e l ecti ons whe re 

scho o l trust ee s and city commissione rs or c ouncilmen are e l ecte d. 

Scho o l cons o lidati on e l ec ti ons or bond e l ecti on s, affe c ting e ve ry 

pr oper ty owne r. may be he ld. It is ve ry like ly th a t an e l ecti on 

t o ame nd th e st a te co nstituti on will be c a lled in th e f a ll. And, 

pe rhaps, an ame ndme nt to abolish th e poll tax will be include d. 

Th e poll tax, whi c h co me s next t o th e ge ne ral prope rty tax 

in ag e , is sl owly passyin g out of us e , Only five st a t e s r e t a in 

it, Alab ama , Ark a ns as . Mississippi, Te x as and Virginia. Efforts 

t o ab olish it by fede ral law as it pe rtains t o national e lecti ons 

have fail ed time and ag a i n ; the Le gislature submitted the prop

ositi on t o the vot e rs of Te x as in 1949, but it was de f ea t e de 

Ma ny o f the people who o ppose d the tax had disqu alifi ed th ems e lve s 

t o vote for its ab o liti on 0 We c a n abolish th e poll t ax only at 

th e polls. 

Wha t e ve r opini on th e c iti ze n ho ldsw he can do no thing un

l e ss he bec ome s a VOTI NG CITIZEN by p ay ing his poll tax. 

Eithe r way, it wi l l PAY yo u t o PAY YOU R POLL TAX t his yea r. 

NO TE TO EDITORS: We sugge st that in using all or part of the 
above you a dd th e list of el ecti ons t o be he ld 
in your t own in 1953~ c ity, s c hoo l , bond, e tc. 
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