
To: 
From: 
Re: 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF FREEPORT 

Freeport, Texa s 

Mrs. Maurice Brown, Local Current Agenda Chairman 
Mrs. David Landsborough, Freeport LCA Chairman 
Freeport LCA 

February 9, 1958 

In anticipation of reaching consenus at our Unit Meetings this week on our 
Local Item - A Study of the Types of City Government, Working Toward Recommendation 
of the Best Type f or OUr Newly Consolidated City - and feeling rather strongly that 
this uonsenus will probably mean recommending the Council Manager form of city 
government for Freeport, we would very much like some advice f r om you as t o whether 
our proposed plans in the event we do reach such consensus, are in accordance with 
proper League procedure. 

Just to give you a brief resume of our present LOA, - in May 1957 we had Unit 
meetings using our present City Charter for study and discussion to acquaint the 
membership with our present city government now operating, and we had a general 
open meeting with our Mayor and City Secretary as speakers to outline and dis­
uu.ss how our present Commission type city gc:rernment actually functions . Our nexti 
Unit meetings dealing with our LOA were held in October, and during that month 
we studied and discussed the Institute of Public Affairs at the University: of 
Texas booklet "Forms of City Government". We are also using 11.story of the' Council 
Manager Plan" published by the National Municipal League . We have had fa,{r rep­
resentation at our city commission meetings, though not as many members have 
attended these meetings as should have. However, our Unit meetings this week 
will be devoted to our LCA, whether or not we wish to make a specific recommendation 
after our year of study and discussion, and of course what we should do for next 
year. 

Now if the membership feels we should recommend the Council-Manager type of govern­
ment for Freeport, will it be right and proper for us to write a formal letter so 
stating to our Mayor and each Commissioner? Also, should I as our LOA chairman 
and our president go personally and present the LWV recommendation at a regua.J.zr 
city council meeting, and if so should it be done before our .Annual Meeting, and 
immediately after our Local Board authorizes such act ion? 

Ther e seems to be quite a strong feeling both here and in Lake Jackson that a 
very good LOA for both leagues to adopt for next year would be Know Your County. 
If our lacal boud decides to recommend this item, and it is so voted at our 
annual meeting, I presume the logical procedure would be to place on Continuing 
Responsibilities "Support of Council-Manager form of City Government for Freeport", 
or some such thing. 

Can you j ust advise us please - are we on tht right track w.i.th these ideas , 
and if not, please set us straight and let us know what we should do . 

Many, many thanks . 

cc to SO 

JA-~ 
Mrs. David J. Landsborough 
Local Current Agenda Chairman 
1530 West Broad Street 

L 



TO: Dorothy Brown 
FROM: State office 

February 12, 1958 

RE: Freeport's !£A memo to you, dated February 9th, Mrs. le.ndsborough 

As Cookie is snowed in today, she asked me to write you a bit of background on this 
u;iague I s !£A. 

She says the Freeport planning sounds 11real fine". She suggests it possibly might 
be a little better if they keep their present item on as Item II instead of putting 
it on Continuing Responsibilities if they can think of plans along the public 
education idea. 

They have to decide their own timing when they announce . They might wait and have 
the official vote at their Annual Meeting. They have to decide best public relations 
effect in Freeport. 

The League has fine official prestige in Freeport. So they are on solid ground. 

She suggests the necessity of your getting r:JVer the following two points: 

Remind them that getting a city charter is a long range plan; 

Encourage them to do a Know Your County with Lake Jackson with lots of member 
participation. 
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' FREEPORT 

LCA - 1958-59 

I. Know Your County 

II. Support of Counci l-¥anager Form of City Government for Freeport 

Chair man : Mr s . Duncan MacLaren 1306 West 4th Street 

CR: Community Action on Proposed Maste r Plan for Freeport 



LOCAL PROGRAM: ~ 
Describe any activity on your local Program. 

Haxe a very active QA cbairnan , Workine hard on Charter Revision for city to have 

CouociJ-roaoager farm of govermnent aoci an Know Yonr County, which is in stage of 

preparatjon, Both i terns 1:ti J J continue in 1959-60. 

- 2 -



1007 WEST 24TH STREET 0 AUSTIN 5, TEXAS January JO, 1959 

TO: Local Current Agenda Chairmen 
FROM: Mrs. Eugene H. Hughes, State Chairman, I.CA 

Let's share our work on our I.CA items this year! At President's Council in Austin 
we will have a I.CA Browsing Table, where Local Leagues may display materials about 
their local programs. We have limitations as to space at the Driskill, so we must 
limit our display to materials which can lie on a table; such as, Know Your Town 
booklets, study outlines, newspaper publicity on I.CA, outlines for work, or anything 
pertaining to your local program. Won't you arrange to have such a display? It will 
be helpful to other Leagues to see what you have been doing. 

-----------------------~------------------
I.CA REPORT, 1958-59 

(Please return this report to me at 3812 Gartin, Houston 4, before February 20.) 

League Freeport Chairman Mrs . Duncan MacLaren 

I.CA ItemI Know Your County, - jointly with Lake Jackson League 
(Use 2nd Report Form for I.CA II or local Continuing Responsibility on which 
you worked this year.) This pertains to portion done by Freeport only 

1. How many members on your conmdttee?_,..1,.5 __ _ 

2. How did you inform your members? 

Units --------- General Meetings __ n_o-t-•~¥-~-t--

Voter proeress re.part on Go-see trips InterViews at Court House 
status of work no resource yet . 
Special bulletins or fact sheets _____________ _ 

3. Was this an interesting item to most members? Yes , committee members that is . 

4, Do you think that you accomplished your purpose in 1958-59? Yes, sa far 

5. Do you feel that you made a contribution to your community? Not yet. 

6. Did you recommend this to continue as an active item for another year? Yes, 

Or, made a continuing responsibility? _______ _ 

7. What can you bring (or send with your delegation) for display at Council? 
(Description and space required on display table.) 
Nothing this year . Plan to publish a booklet which we will display at a future 
Convention or Council. 

Please use the back of this sheet for anything you wish to report about your plan 
of work and accomplishments. 



I 007 WEST 24TH STREET 0 AUSTIN 5, TEXAS January 30, 1959 

TO: Local Current Agenda Chairmen 
FROM: Mrs. Eugene H. Hughes, State Chairman, LCA 

Let I s share our work on our LCA 1 tams this year? At President's Council in Austin 
we will have a LCA Browsing Table, where Local Leagues may display materials about 
their local programs. We have limitations as to space at the Driskill, so we must 
limit our display to materials which can lie on a table; such as, Know Your Town 
booklets, study outlines, newspaper publicity on LCA, outlines for work, or anything 
pertaining to your local program. Won •t you arrange to have such a display? It will 
be helpful to other Leagues to see what you have been doing. 

------------------------------------------
LCA REPORT, 1958-59 

(Please return this report to me at 3812 Gartin, Houston 4, before February 20.) 

League Freeport Chairman Mr:s. Duncan Ma,cLaren 

LCA Itemf:s,~ort of Council Manager Fonn of City Government 
(Use 2nd Report Form for !CA II or local Continuing Responsibility on which 
you worked t his y$ar.) 

1. How many members on your committee?_..._ __ _ 

2. How did you inform your members? 

Units. _________ _ 

Voter sbort article in 
each issue 

General Meetings _____ _ 

Go-see trips Attendance at City Commission 
Meetings 

Special bulletins or fact sheets _____________ _ 

3. Was this an interesting item to most members? //???? Not well attended. 

4. Do you think that you accomplished your purpose in 1958-59?-=Ye- s ___ _ 

5. Do you feel that you made a contribution to your community?_Ye __ s"-----

6. Did you recommend this to continue as an active item for another year? Yes , with 
Chart~r R~~~!!.t 3~~ }F~b~~~¥E:e2~ted to Chart,er Review. Conmrj.ssi ol)., and. the 
quM-t1'ilfa<feL av~~num'Yr-r~txttttff~~y to be submitted to the voters 111 Apri l. 
The bther members of t he_Char~er Review CoITDnission constantly looked to the LWV 

?, mepjfi'UE'sc{Bry3av6iinf1to~~8&1ejth your delegation) for display at Council? 
(Description and space required on display table.) 

Mimeographed legal size paper, LWV Recommendation to Board of Commissioners of 
City of Freeport, that the Counci l-Manager Form of city government be established 
in the City of Freeport. 

Please use the back of this sheet for anything you wish to report about your plan 
of work and accomplishments. 



ACTION ON CR: Community Action on Proposed Master Plan 

t ' 

General membership meeting on July 29, 1958, considered 
and discussed detailed infonnation and plans regarding 
a proposed bond issue of the City of Freeport to be sub-
mitted to the voters on August 23, 1958, as recommended 
by the Pl~g Commission of the City of Freeport, and 
as part of a Maister Plan sti,11 developing. As a Voters 
Service we sponsored a ptb-':frc meeting where the: Mayor 
City Secretary and two Commissioners explained in detail 
the proposed bond issue. The League then supported the 
entire bond issue which appeared on the ballot as 10 
separate propositions. It was passed by the voters of 
Freeport on August 23, 1958. 

r 

I • 

_ _____J 



February 8, 1959 

Dear Ruth, 

Technically I guess this ought to be written on Freeport LWV paper, 
but I don' t seem to have any left . Anyway, I am quickly sending you 1mat 
little I have to say about local items . I think your idea of mailing the fonns 
instead of haVing them go from SO is a good one. Hope you get the answers back 
real soon. 

I did a Unit meeting last Thursday on both our Items, and what 
we think best to do for next year . The recommendation went out :in the Voter 
some time ago to keep Know Your County as is for another year, and to put 
the Council-Manager thing on CR. I have missed both the December and January 
local Board meetings, - December because Ann's baby was born the day before 
and I had baby sitting to do, and the January one because of State Board. But 
anyway, our City situation has had somewhat of an upheaval justsince Christmas 
so I strongl y feel, and so do mostof our Board that in light of that mess, we 
certainly should not put Council-Manager on CR, but even strengthen our stand 
there by encouraging the Annual Meeting to adopt as Item I: Support of Charter 
Revision Providing for Council Manager Form of City Government. Then, Kelly and 
I have t alked at some length, naturally, about the County Item, and I aim to get 
ours worded, if I can "Jointly with LW of Lake Jackson Continuation of Know Your 
County Survey and Publicationcof a Booklet. 11 Yes, it sounds awfully ambitious, 
but we do have all the r eports in now, and needless to say, Kelly and I are rather 
anxious to get it finished and figure i f we state it definitely in the item we 
will have a better chance to actually complete it. Our annual meeting seems to 
fall the same day Chris will be here . I don't know whether Lois and Betty are both 
coming with her, or what, but I think Mrs . Caldwell figures we can elect our officers, 
adopt the budget and local item in about JO minutes before the LJ board and the State 
Board arrives with Chris. Whew! 

After several chats wi.th me, and a phone call to Cookie, Kelly is 
going to take the Jury Item on State Board. I am delighted, of course . And 
I hope we can all still travel together . 

don't 
Gwen is due in Lake Jackson Tuesday for their Finance training. I 

know whether I will see her or not, but I plan to baby- sit for Ann that day. 
Love, ~ 

~~ 



THE LE.A G{Jt<~ OF .Jm"EN VOTE-=tS OF FLEE PORT 

Position taken on 1957-1058 LOUAL CUPJillNT AGSlfllt\ as authorized by the 
Board of Directors of the Leag1:ie of \iomen Voters of Freeport at its reg­
ular monthly meeting held on February 17, 1958. 
"Study of the Types of City Cbvernment Working Toward a Recommendation 
of the Best Type for Our Newl y Consolidated City. 11 

I . From a study of the City Charter adopted by the qualified voters of 
the city of Freeport at a special election held on October 1, 1949, and 
from fairly r egul ar attendance at the regular meetings of the Board of 
Conmissioners, we have foun d that the City of Free9ort is govern0d by a 
Board of Conmissioners composed of a mayor and four contnissioners all 
elected a t large for two year terms . Under our Commission type of city 
government the elected officials serve as a legislative body, and each 
commissioner may act as head of an administrative department, although 
this does not appear to be the case . Here all the commissioners collec­
tively spend many hours on administrative details with no one vested 
with tho authority to act quickly and decisively when necessary. 
II. From a study of "Forms of City Cbvernment" -i;>ublished by the Insti­
tute of Public Affairs, at the University of Texas, and the "Story of 
the Council-Manag.er Plan11 published by the National Municipal League, 
we have found that under the Council-Manage r Form: 

1. There is a small council elected at large. 
2. All legislative and ~olicy making functions are located 

in t he Council. 
3. The Council emDloys a professionally trained city manager 

who 1s subject to dismissal by the Council at any time. 
4. The manager is responsible fo r administration, having 

the power of apoointment and removal of employees sub­
ject to civil service rules. 

4. The manager is responsible for the oreoaration and 
presentation of the budget to the Cotl!lc11. 

Thus there is a clear differentiation between the P,Olicy-making function 
of government and the administrative function. 66% of the Home Rule 
Cities in Texas have the Council-Manager form of government, while only 
a fraction over 8% operate under the Commission type. 

III . It has been observed by the League of Women Voters of Freeport 
that notwithstanding the fact that the City Charter stipulates that the 
governing body shall be a Board of Connnissioners who shall administer 
the business affairs of the c ity, and who shall appoint a City Secre­
tary and prescribe his duties and compensation, the governing body here 
actually functions more like the Council-Manager form of city governmen~ 
wi th the exception that uhile th0 City Secretary seems to ~erform all 
the usual duties of a city manager, he does not at present have the ad­
ministrative authority usually vested in that office. 

IV. The Council should be the ?O licy making legislative body of the 
city, and its time, effort and concen trated, collective thought should 
not be consumed wi th administrative details. 

V. The city manager should be a professionally trained, competent exec­
utive chosen by, and subject to dismissal by, the Council. He should 
manage the city government. Res~onsibility for the appointment of the 
various department heads, and through them all other city employees 
should be delegated to him. He should be charged also with r esoonsibil­
ity of preparing the city budget for the Council discussion and approv­
al, and furthermore with its enforcement aftor its adoption. He should 
be the coordinator of all city activities. The Council should rely up­
on him for information and expert advice regarding the status of any 
and all city affairs. He should attend all meetings of the Council. 
His relationship with the Council is very similar to that of a general 
manage r 1n a busines s c orporation to its Board of Directors. 
VI. Since our consolidation with the City of Velasco in 1957 which 
brought not only a relatively large pouulation increase, but also a con­
siderable area increase with all the various comolex problems inherent 
t her ein, and furthermore since the extra ?Opulation and area increases 
r esulting from r ecen t annexations of adjacent t erritories, it s eems ap­
parent tha t our original Home Rule City Charter adopted in 1949 i s no 
l onger a dequat e for the most efficient oneration of our city government 
at the present time. 

VII. Therefore, the League of Women Voters of Freeport respectfully 
recommends to the Board of Commissioners of the City of Freeport that 
the Council-Manager form of city government be established in the City 
of Free port. 



Feb. 2, 1959 

Dea r Marion: 

I hope it w.on ' t be too much trouble t o 
fill out th e~ e report ~heets . I ' m sending 
them out myself to each LCA chairman. Think 
t here is a better chance ot' getti11,; them 
answered t han if they went out in a regu l ar 
mailing from r..o. 

Glad to hear that you and Kelly ha d gott en 
together to work on "Know Your County . 11 

How is it c oming? I sure ly hope tha t she 
decides that she can come on Stnte Board . 
I t hink t ~~t i t woul d be fun t o have he r . 

Has anyo 1e don@ anything on :'our CR 
thie year? Don ' t k ow how you have had any 
t Me e 

Love , 

Ruth 



J THE FREEPORT VOTER 
AUGUST - S2PTEi.-IBER 

NO. 3 

LEAGUE OF ii/OMEN VOTERS FREEPORT, TEXAS 

MRS.H.H. McAMIS, BULLETIN CHR:.. ~ JC HN CALDW'~LL, PRES ID ENT 

FR'G_;SIDENT 'S 
MESSAGE 

TCR REPORT 

VOTERS' 
SERVICE 

JtJRY 
SYSTEM 

PUBLIC 
R~LATI ONS 

Thanks to all members f or he l p thr ough the hot weather to 
carry out League · acti ~,i ty . We are now pl anning our f all 
prcgram~ which looks to be most interesting . Plans bG~in 
July 30 for the Finance Drive . Program plan f or Sep1,c'.Tl­
ber is compl etion of Finance Dr i ve. 

TCR acti vity is now centered on a state-wide basis, on 
getting a resolution adopted i n as many pre cinct conv8n­
tions of both parties as possible, calling on the 56t'.1 
Legislature -to appronriate funds for the specific purpose 
of r esearch on the T~xa s Constitution . As a ll of you }'.-now , 
when House Conc L1.rrent Resolution 13 was passed and sigr,.ad 
by the Gover nor, authorizing the Texas Legislative Counci l 
to do compl e te r esearch on the Constitution, it did not 
provide funds for thi s pur·)ose . The Counci l is na turally 
hampe r ed in t heir work by this l ack and the Leagues all 
over Texa s are sponsoring this resolution in both prec i nct 
and county conventions . 

We decided to join with Lake Jackson in an effort to 
oover the whole of Br azoria County , since we are the only 
two Leagues in the coLmty. Letters have gor1e out to every 
Democratic pr ecinct chair man in the county, and to as many 
Rep~1blica11 chairmen as we coL1 ld asce·rta j n . In Freeport 
and 1ake Jackson proper, persona l co1tact has been made , 
and wo nre hopefnl of getU.ng a goodly nur ber of t hese 
l_'e solutions passed in the July 26th pr·eci nct conventions 
and forwar ded t o the county cor vention for their considera­
tion August 2nd. 

We ar e a l ro -happy to r eport on the first Citizens Ad­
visory Committee meet j_r.g, he ld in Austin June 13 . News of 
t his meeting did not q1 1 i t e reach us in t i me for inclusiOlll 
i n the July Bulletin , but you will all be inter es t ed t o 
l ear n that our State President , Mr s . Horton Wayne ( "Cookie") 
Smith, Has named 2nd Vice Cr.ai:r□an · and our TC:1 Sta te Chair­
man , Hr s . Geor ge c. (Glet1) Boller, was named Cha irman of 
the Public Informati on Cor.1nitt8e a t the or ganization mee t ­
ing held a t this time . 

Guess that ' s a ll t he news on TCR for t his time , but I 
want to extend my special thanks to Jane Gorton for her 
help in typing L'.:" th~ l etters and r esolu,tions to be used 
at the precinct conventions . 

DELLE LAWT.QJL_ 

A bi"g "thank you" to Francis for the excel l ent work shop 
and di s tribution of Vote r s Guides . for Stat e and Ccunty 
Pr imary e l ections July 26th. Also· f or wor ~ .. on Canida tes ' 
Rally at tho dedicat ion of the Berna r d · River Br:1.dge July 
19t h. The League r eceived excellent publicity and again 
has made our efforts fel t in our conmuriity with good in­
formg,ti.en and f acts given the citizens, 
In August, a trip to Angl eton is planned to see the j ury 
wheel. The date i s t ont~:t'ive, but member$ will be not:lfied 
and a r e 'urged to se t aside time tb go. This is an i r.i.p0rt­
ant purt of our study of the Texas J ury Syst em. Before 
we can eva l µ.a to our role in the jury- system, we r;1.ust be 
infor med; - so watch for this first import4nt step in our 
study. Watch the Facts f or questions Hhich pertain t o 
j ury service . These will serve as a briefing before the 
Angleton trip . 

MRS.R.T.McFADDEN 

Coleen Kenyon has had excellent public r elations for 
the League of Women Voters a ll thr ough J ul y . ,,.,Te are 
grateful to her for her untiring e fforts with the Press, 
Radio and others . 

(Conti nued on r everse side) 
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LOCAL C 
AGENDA Itec I - Support of Council Manager Form of Cit~ Govern­

ment. A Charter Review Commission of fifteen meobers was 
appointed on June 16 by the Board of Comr., issioners of the 
City of Freeport. Three members of the League of Women 
Voters were named on this Charter Review Commission -
Garnette Miller, Bertha Salmans and Marion MacLa.ren. The 
first meeting was held on June 24, when Mr. -Dwight .-
Wetherell was elected Chairman, our o,~ Secretary Garnette, 
elected Secretary of the Commission. They will be meeting 
twice a month, and are charged with "reviewing the Home 
Rule Charter ·of the City of Freeport, Texas, and the 
amendments thereto, and making recommendations with refer­
ence thereto to the Board of Commissioners in a r eport 
which shall be f t led with the Board of Commissioners of 
the City of Freeport, Texas, no later than _January 1st 
of each year." 
tem 11 - Know Your County. Lake Jackson and Freeport 

working jointly on this Item have appointed a committee 
ot six members, made up of three members from each League­
Lake Jackson's members being Mrs, E,Jack Turner, Mrs. Ivan 
Oden and Mrs. M.P.Keister, and the Freeport members are 
Mrs. Duncan MacLa.ren, Mrs. Alvin Miller and Mrs. Hardy 
Carlton. The Know Your County study will be carried on as 
outlined in the LWV handbook "Know Your County", with the 
exception that we plan to divide the survey into eight 
sections rather than ten, with two or more members from 
each League assuming the r esponsibility for each section. 
These eight sections to be studied and our members work­
ing on each are: 

I. Your County Government - What is its background? 
Ruth West and Florence Wilson 

II. Popular Control of Government 
Margaret Monte and•Jane Gorton 

III . Structure and Functions ·or County Government 
Marion MacLa.ren and Fern 01 Bryan 

IV. Staff Service of Your County Government 
Clara Carlton and_____ -~ 

V. Administration of Justice 
Garnette Miller and Colleen Kenyon 

VI. Public Welfar~ and· Publie Health and Sanitation 
Eileen Levine and 

VII. Education and Othc_r_C_o_un_t_y_S_ervices 
Elizabeth Frink and ___ _ 

VIII. Highway .Administration · 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Carol Caulder and Ada Eads 

A public meeting is scheduled fqr Tuesday, July 29th, at 
7:30 P.M. in the Brazosport Building & Loan Association 
building in Velasco, sponsored ey the League of Women 
Voters for the purpose of facts and imformation on the 
Improvement Bond Issue for two million dollars for Freeport 
Date o thee ection is Au ust rd 

on erence in Galveston, Texas, r 3rd & t. 
Det i inn xt bulletin 

o e enc osures- correct list o mem ers up to , 
and a new policy sheet. Please keep these sheets in your 
file for reference, _ 
We regret the loss of three members due :to removal fr ':>111 
this area - Mrs . L.W.Wright, Mrs. E.C.Dean and Mrs. C3~~1 
A. Newton 
Some did not renew their membership. we surely need you 
and hope you will reconsider. Please give me names of 
interested periohs. 



A ... 

September 13, 19.58 

TO: Hughes 
From: MacLaren 

RE: Freeport LCA 
State Board Publications Committee 

Thank you for the copy of your letter to Mrs. Caldwell about the TIJinois 
State League booklet as a guide for out Know Your County. We are looking 
forward to having itsoon. I am sure it will be helpf'ul., .Ruth, because we have 
really just begun on the survey. Xelly and I made the first official visit to 
the COlllJll:i.ssioners Court on August 25. Then last 'lhursday we had a meeting in 
Lake Jackson, at Kelly's house, with all the committee members from both Leagues 
invited ( 8 from Frpt. and 12 from L.J. actually present) to outline the job and 
give some direction as to how to approach the various officers and employees at 
the Court House, and to emphasize the constant public relations for the LWV they 
would be creating. It was most encouraging, I thought, and eveyone seemed most 
enthusiastic. 

Our other Local Item is doing all right. Support of Council-Manager, you lmow. 
The Charter ReView Commission has been meeting all summer, - and progress .on 
that has been slow because of lack of legal and consilting talent at the meetings. 
But the last meeting, last Tuesday, with Mr. Crutchfield of Teas League of Munici­
palities and the city attorney present Garnette and I felt more encouraged. It 
will be a long dra-wn out item, though. Will chat with you more about it when I see 
you. 



.• ,; -

Sept. 16 

D~ar Mari on : 

Thanks for inflor mation about Freeport LCA. 
S,unds rs if you . re cominc alone fine . 

Gee wr.at a break to "et to Vermont in Octo 
Take a ioJ k look at the bri~ht foliace f or me. 
Have '1 '•>1onderful time. I envy you. 

Lov~, 

Ruth 



3812 Oert1n 
ffi.,unton t+1 tax s 
npt. 9, l. 5:1 

Mrr. J ta-a i,)• C ldwl.l, ~. ,._ Preaident 
Le :: r 1-l n Voters ot RM rt 
C26 ·.: st t•t, cl 

port• T.XA$ 

))oar Mn. C··ldwellt 

$ you .. - .. ·--bly h vo l"eoe ~ 
y o b-.>0kl•tt 11.A Guide to IC W O 

let h t· t;e dored the or the 
Qre do1nt; nurve r r ~o~s or It se . · 

us f\~l t oot witt. l r suicostt bt, quit• 
t~ y u~ lt cets · tot. M r ion 
your 'Lt!A .h 1 'I 

tcr yJ_yr Lo u•-' h ... • ti.11 hed with 1t, I t • th t y u -w1 l 
retur:i 1t tQ flat• Ottice so th t ot..~~rs eaJ2 use it. 

llow C&r t !n:s 101 with t.he 1'~ ort L•acue? lour Au411at-Se t..,. 
bcr l t.. sr.o th t you "-v• beon buay au:ri~ -cbe !! er. 1'h• 
LCA 1t 1 ... tct be ins lsh~ ah• d. 

0 SM L re 
so 

Braunacel 
Pettis 

Corcl1ally1 

Hr • ..., .. ,.ft9 a. 1iu1 es 
t t •haiman 

Dear Marion: Y..,ur report 1~ your l.a'1t Voter sho·wed 
that you are a inc strides on Y!>Ur LCA it $• 

?his booklet ne.y be tcx, late to be of muoh help to you, 
becaaae Y u sem to be well ~l ni on your aurvey 
May'be thdre ,.dll i,. some 14eas you can uso. • 



est Fourth 
rt, Texas . 

Char 
or City Government . , 

e forg.tve my wer1ng your letter of July 
d to the work of the Brownav1lle League in City Chart 

on . Now that I hav• met a number of League deadlines , 
answer your questions . ~. 

First about Brownsville. Maura Smith (¥rs . H. ij . , 1704 
Ei1zabeth Street) and I were the last to work on the charter revis­
ion 1 tem . \·e were both on a rather informal oharter revision com­

, mittee . An election was held; every item was defeated so the two 
year interval does not apply; city "politics" are such that the 
League ia lying low ; and that is what we are doing right now . How­
ever , 1nanagement ot the o1ty was not as issue 1n our oontroverey, 
so definite deta1la ot our experience will not interest you . I do 
think that our general plan or avtack 1a one that you might oonelder . 

* For o~ initial study, we sp~nt aome League money and sup?l1ed 
ourselves with some very valuable material . Although you have some 
of 1t, ~ am ro'ng to 11st 1t all since a - copy or th1e 1s going to 
.Ruth Hughes, 9tate LCA Chairman. 

~ODEL 'cITY CHARTER, National Municipal League, 299 Broadway, 
A GUIDE FOR CHARTER COMMIS~IONS, National V~nioi~pl Cea~ue 
~U~ICIPAL HO 'E RULE CJiAnTER ~~ECTIONS [N T~XAS, Institute of 

Fubl1o Affairs , University or Texas, Austin , Texas . 
• REVISI~O A CITY CHARTER, Governmental Research Assn . , 30 Rockefeller 

Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. , 
B8ST . PRACTIC€ UNDF.l\ THE kA~AGiR PLAN, National Mun1o1pal League 
THE STORY OF TH~ COUNCIL-MAKAGtR; PLAN, National ~unic1pal League. 0 

FACTS ABOUT THE COUNCIL-MA AOER PLAN, National Municipal League. 
CITY EMPLOYEES AND ~HE ¥ANAGEn PLAN, National ~unioipal League . 

We also, on advice of the League of Texas Municipalities, armed 
ourselves wtth copies or the city charters of ~everal 1exae cities . 
Some were recommended as· near-perfect; others were chosen becauAe the 
cities were or comparable size. 

~aura and I had much the same experi~noe a you and Garnette . 
The committee loo<ed to the League for information and leadership . 
We headed two important eub-comm1ttees . We furnished material to 
nearly every other committee . And we were quite vocal during the 
d1aouas1ons . 



I can see from your short description of the Freeport plan 
that you have followed our procedure in generai. You might go 
a few steps further and ·suggest that the IJ1embers of the Commis­
sion be supplied with the small and relatively inexpensive 
pamphlets dealing directly with\the Council-Manager Plan. If the 
i•1les you adopted do not provide for the division of the commis­
sion, I wo uld recommend that as a quicker and more thorough method 
of getting the Job done. 

As the daughter of a very excellent lawyer, I have a great 
r espect for the profession. But I am aware of their faults, too, 
and the greatest of these is put-off-itis. Besides, belonging to 
the profession does not necessarily elevate every member to the 
position attained by a few. So, as friend to friend, let me warn 
you: Do not expect too much from the lawyer member of the Com­
mission, and do not accept hie e very word as gospel .•.• I have said 
rather blun.tly what the National Municipal League dresses up rather 
nicely in warning the would-be city charter revisers that seldom is 
a local lawyer a municipal law expert. The League recommends muni­
cipal law experts from the universities and law schools as the final 
writers of city charters - after the Commission has agreed on the 
general provisions. 

You did not mention the election date at which your commission 
i s shooting. /It is rather far in the future, your Commis s ion might 
take a little time off to consider the proposed constitutional amend­
ment extending the present 2-year term of city office to 4 years. 
That could make a big difference in your city charter planning. And 
it might be a very effective way for the Commi ssion to gain prestige 
and backing in the c~mmunity. 

In my file, I find two left-over copies of an excerpt from 
A GUIDE FOR CHARTER COMMISSIONS whBch I made for members of the 
Brownsville committee. I am lending t hem to you to use until you 
secure copi es of tha t excellent publication - or rather, as an 
inducement for you to place an order. 

If I can help in any other way, don't hesitate to call. I 
very much interested in city government, and I will always find 
to t alk about it. And I will always welcome an excuse to write 

Love , 

"'A&•t 
Mrs . E. A. 



Mrs. Duncan MacLaren 
1306 West l+tb trNt 
Freeport, Texas 

Dear Marion, 

3812 Gert1n 
Houston ~1 Texas 
May 12, ly58 

I see th t you have taken on the Job or LCA chairman 1n you local 
L•t.CU•• And you h ve 2 1tlll8 tooJ I expect the "Know Yaur County" one 
is the item th·t you and the La.ke J ckson Leotue are go1nr t»o work on to-
1ether. I will be so intere ted in hearin1 how your plann are be1n1 made 
on this it • Your Le 1ue11 will be helpina: otber Le ues who decide to do 
thi ~ort or thine so e time in the ruture. I thiruc 1t would be an awtulty 
cood idea 1r you asked some mm.her ot your committee to keep runn1nc 
account of' your . lans and accompl1sbmenta. Thi will be a wonderful record 
tor your Le cue to have tor it u1ll be bu1ld1nc tor the future on LCA items. 

I'm sure you have the new state ublication1 ''On the Home Front". 
Wouldn't it be a cood idea tor each m ber ot ~ou c 1ttee to have one. 

What 1s your outlook tor york on yo r other item or ~upport ot counc11-
mana1er form or city covornment? I m.1ppooe you are lookinc t:>rward to 
same action on thiff 1tem tbi ·year. When your committee h.., decided on 
plans, I•d appreci te it tr you would :write and tell~• your plnn.~. 

I'm certainly clad th t someone ot your Le~• •~erience has taken 
LCA tor the Freoport Le cu•, and I' 11 be lookil I r orvard to hctar1ni tro 
y u about them. 

CCI SO 
Braunacel 
Pettis 

Cord.1ally, 

Mrs. Eutene H. Hncnea • 



LEAGUE □ f" W□MEN V□TERS □ F" f"REEP□ RT 
F"REEPORT, TC:XAS 

Mrs . Ehgene H. Hughes, LCA Chairman 
3812 Gertin 
Houston 4, Texas 

Dear Ruth : 

1306 West 4th Street 
May 16, 19.58 

Thank you ever so nruch for your letter of May 12 regarding our local 
Current Agenda. Yes, t he fact that we do have two items scares me 
somewhat, - but circumstances sort of forced us into the situation, 
and we are all optimistic about bot h of them! 

We had such a wonderful response from our City Commissioners when 
we made our recorranendation that the Council-Manager form of city 
government be establ ished in Freeport that we are eager to continue 
our efforts in support of it . I have a clipping which appeared in 
our local newspaper while I was away stating that the City Commission­
ers had decided to appoint a new Charter Review Commission to re-examine 
our City Charter for possible reVision "as the result of recent recom­
mendations from the Freeport League of Women Voters. 11 fut since I 
returned home last Saturday, :C have not heard that this Commission has 
actually been appointed. I certainly plan to attend the regular meeting 
of our Board of Commissioners next MondaY, t he 19th, and I hope to learn 
something definite about it then. 

AB for the Know Your County item, we were all eager to get started on 
this too, and f elt that even though it meant two items for us we 
really should do it with the Lake Jackson League. So far we have not 
done anything definite on this item except to order, and receive, 10 
copies of the LWV book, Know Your County, and 1 copy each of the Policy 
statement on County Councils and the Model County Council Agt:eement . We 
shall probably need to confer with you as to whether a Connty Council 
is really necessary in our case. I have tried to call Kelly Turner , but 
have not succeeded yet. Hope to see her soon so we can really make some 
firm plans and get going. And I feel sure we will order copies of "On 
the Home Front" for our committee members as soon as we decide how many 
we need. 

My Lake Jackson grapevine, Ann, tells me that you and Maxine Barkan w.i.ll 
be there next Thursday for their Board training, which is certainly good 
news, and I know Kelly will confer with you t hen about our joint LCA. 

Sorry I do not have more specific plans to relate to you now, but the 
three weeks I was gone - in Atlantic City and Vermont - put me way 
behind League-wise, and every ot her wise too! I t was all most worth­
while though, and I still have hopesof catching up soon. 

Love and best wishes always,. 1"' • 
'1 11..Q.,."\..\.. c,yJ ' 

Mrs . Duncan MacLaren 



LOCAL CURRENT AGENDA 

Item I KNOW YOUR COUNTY - Afte r the adoption of this item at our nnnua l 

Meeting in 19_58, ten copies of the · "Know Ybu~ County" handbook were 

purchased from the National ·office. Early_ ih the yeaj;- ot a conference 

with the Lake Jackson LWV cha irman, -it was agteed that we would 
. ! . . 

Item II 

~ivide our survey 'j ·!:o ':ii ght sections rd:her than the ten suggested 

in the handbook. We also agreed .to appoint a co1;1Illittee composed of 

two members from each League for ·each section~ _thus making sixteen 

members in all working on the survey. A meetirtg ~as then scheduled 

for all committee members to outline the pur pose and procedure for 

conducting the survey. Everyone was urged to a t t end the regular 

meetings of the Cor,nnissiorie rs Court in addition to the necessa ry 

interviews with the various County Officia ls conce rned with each 

section of the survey. January 15 was agr eed upon as the deadline 

for ·the first written report from each committee. All such reports 

have now been turned in and unit mee tings a r e being scheduled for 

discussion of the information and ·mat erial gather ed and compiled by 

each committee. According to present plans .-the cormnittee members 

who did the r esearch will lead the discussion for these unit meetings. 

Support of Council-Manager Form of .City 9overnment for Freeport. 

After the adoption of this item at our annual meeting in 1958, the 

LCA Committee urged and encouraged more members to a ttend r egularly 

the nreetine of the Boar d of Commissioners. In respouse to the LWV 

recomn'ledna tion tha t our city gover nment be changed to the Council 

Manage r form, the Boat d of Cormpi s sioners appoi ~·.t .-. 1 a Charte r Review 

. <;:ommissi~:n on June 16,- 1958, a1:1d directed this C ,tm,iission to report 

by Janua ry 1, 19 59. Three LvN members we re . a p,-•;. inted .to . this 



Commission, with the first meeting being held on June 24. The 

Charter Review Commission held regula r meetings twice a month, and 

submitted its report to the Board of Commissioners on November 10, 

1958 in the form of a resolution recommending that the question 

"Shall a Charter Commission be chosen to fram a new charter?" be 

submitted to the voters of the City of Freeport, as required by 

law when it is fu~ ~ to be in the best int~rest of the City to 

revise the Charter. The Commissioners have accordingly caused the 

question to be placed on the ba llot for the regular Genera l Election 

of the City to be held on April 4, 1959. 

The Loca l Current Agenda Committee hns recommended that our Loca l 

Program for 1959-60 be worded as follows: 

Item I Work for and support City Charter Revision providing 

for Council-Manager form of City Government. 

Item II With the League of Women Voters of Lake Jackson 

completion of our Know Your County survey a nd 

Publication of a booklet. 

C.R. - Community Action on Proposed Master Plan,. 

LCA Committee 
Mrs . B. H. Carlton 
M~s. A. A. Miller 
Mrs. Duncan MacLaren, Cha irman 

- - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·, _ - - - - - - - - - -
Re po r t of Bulleti n Edi to r: 195?- 59 

This portfolio has b een sna r ed by Mrs. H. H. Mc~mis and 
Mr s . w. J. Binyon III f o r the f iscal year .• April 1958 to 
April 1959 . 

McAmis: 0ombinati on •... April and. May 1958 
Combination .. ~.June and J ul y 1958 
Qombination ..•. June and J u l y 1958 
yombination .... August and Se ptomLe r 1958 

October 1958 
Bi nyon: vomb i nation •.•• November and December 1958 

January 1959 
F eb r uary 1959 
March 1959 

Katy Binyon, Editor 
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LEAGUE OF wavnm VOTERS 

TIIE FREEPORT VOTER 

APRIL-MAY 1960 FREEPORT, TEXAS 

Mrs. John Caldwell, PreDiclcnt Mrs. w. J. Binyon, Editor 

Lookine back into the month of March we can recall that the Anmu1l Meeting of 
the Freeport League of Woocn Votero produced excellent reports froo the officers 
ond directors. The highlight of the uectins was the interesting report of the 
Pla.nnine Cor;1:1ittce for Freeport, given by l.i'ranceo Lnndaborough, the only 11Fcuce

11 

on this cOlllClittec of five. The ne~bero approved the Budsct, the Local Current 
Asenda, and the slate of officers and elected directors and accepted with regret 
the withdrawal of Mro. Vanarodale Fnllio ao Secretary. The olatc of the Nomim• 
ting Connittee for 1960·61 was approved no oubr.iitte4 by the outgoing NOf.linoting 
Connittee. Dolegates to the Convention in Dallno, Mro. TOtil Kenyon and Mrs. w. J. 
Binyon were appointed. The "Know Your County11 ourvey is now cooplete. Copieo 
have been delivered to sixty county coployeeo by the l.i'reeport League. Sixty nine 
were oailetl to contributoro an<l othero. There ret:1nins in the office about two 
dozen copieo of "Know Your County:;. -Anyone may haven copy or copico. 

Mro. John Cnldwell, President 

DUES ME DUE ...... PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK FCll $4.00 TO 
1-ms. WALLACE DAVIS ·- 11~30 \mST 8th. 

* * * * * * * *·* * * * . . 

/\1'l ALERT TO ALL l1EMB8RS! ! Work on the Local Itcr.1 is to begin i.m"lCdiatc1y, 

LOCAL CURRENT AGENDA: Study of Propooecl New City Charter with continued support 
of Council-Manager form of city governr,1ent. 

The Charter Cor.nisoion elected on April 4, 1959, to draft a new Charter for the 
City of Freeport hao coopletcd ito work, on official copy of the Propooed Charter 
will be presented to the Donrcl of Counissioncrs by the Char t er COt:Diooion Mr, 
Dwieht H. Wetherell at a special r.1eetins of the Cot'llilissioncro on Monday, April 
25, 1960. A copy of the Proposed Charter hno also been sent to the printer, and 
as soon as it is ready a copy will be sent to every qualified voter in ·the City 
of Freeport, at least 30- days be fore the election for its adoption, which io 
now oe t for June 18, 1960, We will hove two Unit raee tineo in May, one on t .he 
11th., and the other on the 25th,, for the purpose o.f studying nnd diocuooing 
thi::: Proposed Charter, · so that all our 1:lcr.1bero, and any other . intcrcoted citizeno, 
r.1.'.ly becoI:le info1.--nccl and i;anilinr with the provioi_ono of the Proposed Charter 
well in advance of the election date.. Tentative plano hove also been nade for 
an open general public lJCeting to be held soI:lctioe the latter part of Mny fQr 
the purpoDc of givins the entire coor~unity an opportunity . to diocuos the Charter 
after every voter luis received a copy. The Proposed Charter <loco provide for a 
change in the forr.1 o-f o\lr city governraent, which we r e c0f$leodcd over two yoarc 
ago. If it ia adopted on June 10, we will hove the Council•Mana8er f.orra of · 
city governucnt for wh~eh we hove been workin8 thece lust two yearo. There arc 
r:1£1ny other provioiono in the Proponed Charter which EVERY LEAGUE MEMBER, and 
indeed evqry citizen of Freeport should know and understand before goin8 to the 
pollc on June 18. Our neotings in May will be the place to discover r:ia.ny thinea 
about your city govcrnoent! 

April 25 
May 9 

May 16 
May 23 
June 6 
June 20 
June 27 
July U3 
Auguat 15 

CALEl-IDM • 1960 

Voters Guide Preparation 
Unit Meetine - Study of Charter - Mrs. MacLarcn - Mrs. Miller 
(ocobcro of Charter Cor:r.ri.soion) 
Board Meeting 
Unit - Charter Revicion Conccnsus 
Unit re: T.C,R. Survey 
noaru. Meeting 

oncl Opinion::; 

T.C.R, • Report an~ Concenoua 
noarcl Mee ting 
Board MoctinG 

REMINDER ••-• HAY 7, 1960 --•- VOTE 

\ 
\ 



OFFICERS 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
(Elected and Appointed) 

NOMINATING C01MITTEE 

Mrs. John C~ldwell, President 
Mrs. Franks West, Vice President 
Mrs. Toe Kenyon, Secretary 

Mrs. Russell McFadden, Chairr:1an 
Mrs. Bertha v. Salmns 

Mrs. Wallace Davis, Treaourer 

DIRECTORS 

Mrs. Duncan lfacLl\ren, Local Itec 
Mrs. L. P. O'Dryan, ICR 

Mrs. R.R. Curbello 

HOLD OVER DIRECTORS 

Mrs. Frank Hcst, Publication 
Mrs. Tora Kenyon, Publicity 

Mrs. A. A. Miller, Units 
Mrs. Fred MacDonald, · Nat 1 1. Prograc 

Mrs . David Landsborough, Voters Service 
Mrs. w. J. Binyon, Bulletin 

Mrs. Dnle Fallis, Budget 

The Fin.:ince Drive, usually held in Septenber, has been set for Feb. l, 1961. 

COttVEl'rrION MEMORIES 

Delegates Colleen Kenyon and yours truly, Katie Binyon, wich that all of you 
could have been with us. A raost invigorat ing experience, to put it nildly! 
At the end of the three Jan-packed days, we feel like experts in the field of 
caucusing. Announceoents after each general oeeting led to continued discussion 
in various rooos, such as Roon 906 -- By-laws changes; or room 1682 for the 
Houston delegation, re: a non-recoomended iten -- or the Voters Registration 
iteo led by neighbor Lake Jackson Leaeue, under the guidance of calr:1 low-voiced 
Katie Rave (in roor,1 1'►84) and so on into the Qidnight houri:: . In order to 
facilitate finding League groups, we were supplied with lists of naoes of dele­
gate::; by cities and towns with rOOlll nunbers of each delegate. The ;1nike 11 was 
used to the breaking point by nany of the delegates, and in listening to theo, 
nll of us were filled with pride in belonging to an organization containing so 
r;iany intellegcnt wor.1en, ages 21 to that of a charter ner.ilier of the 'first LWV 
founded in 1920. 

*~',·/.'/:******** 

Our deni', delightful, outgoing President, Cookie Sr,1ith, cut the 40th. Anniversary 
cake . At the closing oeeting, Cookie handed the gavel to our neighbor. Mrs. 
George Boller of Galveston. Doth Cookie and Mrs. Boller arc sraall of stature, 
but filled with energy to again uake a TEXAS BEST BOI.ST, the very best League 
in the U.S.A. Dallas hostesses were wonderful. l1rs. Briscoe, a candidatu for 
First Vice President of t he National League, thrilled the audience with her 
succient rer:iarks obout LEAGUE MEMBERS. Loads of other outstanding events were 
ours to share with the interesting wonen present . Several Leagues invited us 
to their ho~Gland for the next Convention. Edinburg won. Don't niss being there­
let's all go in 1962. 

Your grateful Editor 
Katie Binyon 
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FREEPORT 

LCA 1959-60 

I. Work for and support city char ter Revis ion providing for 
Council - Manager form of City Gover nment for Fr eeport 

Chairman: Mrs . Duncan MacLaren 1306 W. 4th St . 

I I . With the Le··gue of Lake Jackson, Completion of our "Know Your 
County survey and publication of booklet . 

Chai rman: Mrs . Leonard Levine 1714 West 9th St. 

CR: Work for Community Action on the Proposed Master plan for the city 
of Fre~prt . 

Chairman - MacLaren 

Memos, Correspondence , etc . 

Memo April 9, 1959 

Memo May 1959 (On Know Your County surveys ) 
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FP league 
Supports 
Merger 

Frecport·s League of Women 
Voters. a non-partisan group 
dedicated to the study of pub'ic 
affairs, Friday recorded their first 
stand on a local issue by un:mi­
mously endorsing the proposed 
consolidation of Freeport and Ve­
lasco. 

To date, seven are.a organiza­
tions have gone on record as fa­
voring the consolidation of the 
two cities. 

The vote on the merger w a s 
taken by the League in a special 
general membership meeting, af­
ter a study and discussion of the 
report of the fact-finding eom­
mittee on consolidation. 

Though ihe Leagµe of Wom­
en Voters never supports or op­
poses a candidate or a party, 
they may take a stand on an is­
sue "after concerted study, dis­
cussion, and deliberation of the 

J facts pro and con." 
· At the Friday meeting, League I members were given the fact-
finding report by two members 
ot the committee, W. V. Curry, 
its chairman, and W. G. Correll. 

1 Each of the 1 O points of the 
fac,-finding report was discussed, 
after which the vote was taken. 

Since its organization and 
"'Know Your Town" survey in 

1953 and the subsequent adop­
tion oI i t s first local current 
a ~onda item, concerned with 
"implementation of the Free­
pod Plann·ng _B0t1rd and M1:.s­
;ter Plan" and thi~ ye~r•s "Cor!:­
m·1..'1:ty Action on the :i>ro osed 
Maste:c Plan," the .rreepor! 
League has been studying, dis­
cussing, and taking to the com­
munity facts relath•e to the de­
velopment and future of Free­
port. 
Following visits of the fact-

I 
finding committee to their meet­
ings the following organizatio!"ls, 
many of which are co!UJ)osed of 
citizens from throughout t,1e area, 
have also voted their support to 

· the merger of the two cities: 
Brazosport Chamber of CoM­
merc,-e, Freeport Jaycees, Fre,cport 
Kiwanis, Freeport Lions, Fret~.l:l:_ 
Business Association, and I az­
osport Optimist Club. 

I Members of the fact-findi~ 
committee wilL appear tonight •~ 
7:30 p.m. at Lnnier High School, 

. to talk to a joint meeting of the 
I Lanier PTA and the Velasco 

I Community Achievement Club. 
Saturday at 2 p.m. they will 

be at the Velasco Fire Station 
to talk with the Volunteer Fi:re 
Department there. Mond:1.y, 
Feb. 4, ihe committee will ap­
pear at a 7:30 p.m. meeting of 
the Operating Engineers Union 
Hall, and t h e following night 
will talk at 7:30 p.m, at Whii­
tens before the Velasco Lions. 
Also that night, at 8 p.m. in 

the Brazooport Savings Civic 
Meeting Room, part of the com­
mittee will talk to the LULAC. 
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BRAZORIA COUNTY 

The first white man to set foot on Texas Gulf Coast was a Spaniard, Alonzo 

Alvarez de Pineda in 1519. He drew a fair ly accura te map of the coaot line 

of the Gulf of Mexico~ In 1528 an expedition from Spain was shipwrecked 

nea r Galveston :r:slond. All but Alvor de Vaca were killed by Indiano. · Many 

tribes of Indi~ns r anged the country from Galveston to San Antonio. There 

were .eight noteworthy tribes when Stephen F. Austin brought co1onize ro to 

the coast, Comanches, Waccoes , Ionies, Towoccannies, Kechis , Lipans, Tonkawas., 

and the Karonkawas, the lost names were ct,e most well known. 

In 1820 noses Austin traveled to San Antonio to seek permi_ssion from the 

Governor of Spain to es t ablish a colony of Americans in Texas. After his 

death l a te in 1820 his son Stephen F. Austin .made pl ano to fo llow out his 

father's colonization. In 1821 Stephen F. Austin came t o an agr eement with 

Governor Mortinez r e l ative to establishment of a colony in Texns. He chooe 

the t erritory between the Colorado River and the Br azos Ri ver. Permission 

was granted to settle 300 families; each head of a f amily and each singl e 

man would be granted 640 acres and 320 a dditionai' acres a llowed for a wife 

and 160 acres for each child and 80 ac::-es · for each slav_e. Aust in to r ece ive 

12\ cent s nn acre from each s·ettler for surveying. 

In 1821 the first nttempt t o permnncnt settlement was mode when ·17 or .18 

immigr ants from New Orleans .:n:i:-i,;~~ u 1 -~he -~r.hcooner "Live ly". They· sel:ected 

a site nea r present town of ·Richmond. Eut soon be~a1:n~ discour.:iged and 
. . 

disbanded and r e turned to the u·~ S. Confu~-io.I) ~x_its. concerning the exact 
! 

dates of the . ne,ct settl?~ent in t he coucty. In 1824 Josj.n~-. r-1. Bf:!11 l a id out 

a town which was known· as Bi!l Is Landing or Marion , today i s 7ca lled East 

Columbia. Columbus-on-thc• Colorndo and Washington•on•~the .. B7as.os were being 

settled, al$o Vel ~sco , Brazoria and Quintana . Snn Felipe de Austin (now in 

Austin County) was laid out as the sea t of first govcrm.1ent of t he·. colonies 



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
Freeport, Texas 

BASIC PRINCIPLES TO BE USED AS A GUIDE 
IN JUOOING A HOME RULE CITY CHARTER 

AND WHAT IT SHOULD PROVIDE 

1. Framework of basic law written in clear, simple language w.i.th 
the fonn of government clearly stated. 

2. A system of government which is responsible to the will of the 
people and which enables the voter to carry out his obligations 
as a citizen. 

3. Qualifications for voter eligibility and guarantee of fair elections. 

4. A system of government in which responsibility is clearly fixed. 

5. Provinon for justice w.i.th minimum of delay. 

6. A system of government in which there is a clear differentiation 
between policy-making functions and administrative functions. 

7. A system of government which provides for adequate financing of 
government functions and services as efficiently and economically 
as possible with sufficient flexibility for emergency requirements. 

8. Provisions for ~ster plan for the physical development and im­
provement of the city. 

9 . Provisions for simple, flexible, numbering system for the sections 
with a complete index. 

10. Provisions for amendment and revision. 



VOTERS 

COUNCIL 

Ct"T V 
c,-rv 

A"Tlo~WE:Y 

Prepared as a Public Service by the League of Women Voters 

Freeport, Texas 
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