
fxecUTtVE OFFICES
THE MCLENDON STATIONS - DALLAS

Gordon McLendon
■ -D ^  Kevp

DATE: J u l y  ,  I 9 6 0

FROM:Joe Long SUBJECT: file c u  on Poll

Thex  ̂ is  no question that our methods in the May election 
poll were a ll wet.
It is  impossible for me to come up wi th any figures other 
than the narccntaces used on the newscasts. There were 
just too many people involved,“
I want, theVefore, to make firm policy  of the following!»
lo All straw polls within our company a ~e to be cleared 

through me before being conducted.
2o A complete record of a ll figures w ill be ke^t in a 

permanent f i l e .  These figures to include nuidber of 
ca lls , resoondents, non-respondents, dally percentages 
and running to ta l. '"p'

3o There w ill be no fewer than 28-hundred ca lls  per week.
This means ca lls  placed, not respondents,

Lo In the case of KLIF, I vd.,11 arrange for the^hiring o f  
those who w ill make the survey and they w ill report 
the results to me and to no one e lse . At other stations 
the News Director w ill have the sane responsibility.

5o The city  w ill be divided into six sections and an squal 
number of ca lls  w ill be placed in each section.

6. The f i r s t  tabulation w ill  be phoned to the News Director 
at 11:30 a.m. and the second at 4:30 p.m. We w ill renort 
only percentages with no breakdowns by section or actual 
figures.

7o In making the ca ll the surveyor w ill clearly state that 
i t  is  the KLIF Election P oll. We are not Interested in 
the respondents name. It is  an Impartial poll and no 
reoordlr^ is  being made. Then, ask the question.

8o The final tabulation w ill be made the afternoon before 
the actual election  day. No ca lls  to  be made on election 
day I t s e l f ,

I f  ycu have any other suggestions I would av:)reclate hearing them, 
I f  the May situation caused ycu undue embarassraent with Jack Cox, 
ny apology. I believe the aV>ove items w ill place us on firmer 
ground«

Joe Long



M E M O R A N D U M

A L L  M A N A G E R S ,  A L L  P R O G R A M  D i R E C T O R S  

D O N  K E Y E S  

S E P T E M B E R  2 1 ,  1 959

One of our attorneys calls to our attention the fact that we should be maintaining 
a file of beeper telephone tapes. Should we ever have to refer to one in court, 
we w ill have them on hand. Please answer the following three questions and 
advise me as soon as you can.

1. Is your newsroom equipment so constructed that it's possible 
to air directly and tape record a telephone conversation without 
the use of the beeper tone?

If it is, you should take immediate steps to change this and arrange 
it so nothing can be broadcast or recorded by telephone which does 
not have the beeper tone.

2. Do you maintain a file of actual beeper tapes and is this file 
indexecf and reodfly accessible.?

3. Is your file of newscasts complete and,again, indexed and 
readily accessible for examination?

Remember that once your news has been broadcast it is considered the same as 
having been published in a newspaper and is accessible to anyone who would have 
reason to review it. The fact that beeper tapes are not written down does not 
exclude them from this category of published material.

Don Keyes

DK/ys

cc: Gordon McLendon 
B. R. McLendon

y
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TO: ALL NEWSMEN
FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN SEPTEMBER 4, 1959

0

Let’s not be morbid this holiday weekend in spite of the wire 
service heavy play on traffic death counts and so forth» Of 
course, we will use these items but our emphasis will be on 
holiday pleasure rather than tragedy«
Beginning Saturday, September 5j we no longer will use Fidler on the 
news»

New news intros are in effect Saturday morning at 6am« They are 
both fast paced and short.

We no longer will carry local stocks on the news« 
to carry complete Dow Jones averages.

We will continue

For the next several days we will be plugging some station promotions 
by means of news stories as well as regular promos, Altho these 
stories will be written in advance you are expected to re-write 
them as you would any other story with extreme care not to miss 
the objectives in any of the stories«

In line with the fresh, new sound in our station programming, the 
news department is expected to carry through the same idea in 
news. Do not air any mobile report in viiiich the quality, both 
sound and content, is questionable« Be prepared well before air time so that you don’t drop the ball on the air in newscasts.
We will be doing two-voice newscasts regularly, specifically on 
the 3 am and 5 Pm news casts and generally during the day whenever 
two men are in the newsroom at once«
As a resmLt, newscasts should be completely written at least ten 
minutes before the hour with the exception of a possible last-minute 
story«

Be on the lookout constantly for sensational or sex stories. Scan 
the papers, especially the Fort Worth Hress, for items that can be 
updated and that have not received any or much local play.
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TO: ALL NEWSMEN
FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN SEPTEMBER 5, 1959

Beginning immediately:

Drop missing persons reports as special feature, 
called and requested to do so by police.

Drop hot car reports.

Use only when

When giving pollen count, dress it up slightly. ’’Attention hay feaer 
sufferers.”...or something to that effect. It’s okay to give credit to the Dallas Health Museum, but let’s cut it to just that, 
knocking out the ’’and Science” part of the title.
Also, in dressing up the pollen count report, let’s tell people 
what the figure means as far as they are concerned. I.E., use 
the term ’’caution level.” For example: ”No sniffles yet. The
latest pollen count reading in Dallas is seven. Still far short 
of 25....the caution level for ragweed sufferers.”

Please note the new news format calls for ringing the ship’s bell 
to intro the weather. No need to clear the channel, just a couple of quick rings.

-30-



M E M O R A N D U M

A LL M ANAGERS, ALL PROGRAM DIRECTORS 

D O N  KEYES 

AUG UST 14, 1959

Cecil Tuck, News Director of KTSA -  Son Antonio, has come up with a good idea 
that I wish you would all incorporate immediotely. Cecil says now that they a'"e no 
longer doing half-hour headlines, he occasionally uses a combination headline -  type -  
teaser when several good dramatic stories are breaking This can usually be done with few 
words and ! think it is a very good combination . Here is an exomple of how this would 
work Instead of just broadcasting a teaser ten minutes before news time, you would 
broadcast the following, for example:

"From the KTSA news center; San Antonio constable wins bloody battle . 
death toll mounts in dynamite disaster. . . .Now they know what ails the 
queen.. . . .Details on the next edition of KTSA pacesetter news 
minutes from now"

Don Keyes

DK/ys

cc: Gordon McLendon 
B R McLendon



S T A T I O N  M E M O R A N D U M

J O H N  B L A IR  & C O M P A N Y
415 M A D IS O N  A V E . • N E W  Y O R K  17. N. Y.

July 10, 1959 

Deadline T'ashington, Inc.

Gentlemen:

Ben Strouse at VIIDC in Viashington has asked me to ca ll your attention 
to Deadline ’i'ashington, Inc.

This is  a V^ashington news service available on an exclusive basis to 
one station in a c ity . It  is  headed by Joe Phiops, former News Director 
o f T'ilDC, and i t  is  an outgrowth and improved version of the original 
Jock Lawrence News Service. Copies of the rate cards are attached.

There are tvro distinct services available from Deadline Washington. One 
is  by daily beeper telephone. This is  available on a basis o f six calls 
per week, six stories per ca ll, or two calls daily, 11 per week (no 
Saturday P .P .), minimum of four stories per ca ll.

These stories are a ll f ir s t  person actuality Washington reports and 
they are so arranged that they can be incorporated into special newscasts 
or they can be custom-built with opening and closing so that i t  appears 
to be the station's individual Washington bureau.

For those stations that don't want to pay the collect telephone charges, 
we also have a prepaid air mail special delivery service, with taped 
stories so set up that they can be used a day late without losing their 
news worthiness. This is  available on a basis o f six stories per day, 
Monday through Friday at $>25 per week, with Saturday a dded at $¡30 per 
week, and with Sunday added at $¡35 per week.

For further information, contact Joseph K. Phipps, Deadline Washington, Inc. 
1701 - 16 Street, N.lj., T'.ashington, D.C.; telephone ADams 2-8152.

Best ragards.
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SARAH Mc C l e n d o n
N E W S  C O R R E S P O N D E N T  
National Press Building 

W a s h i n g t o n . D. C .

March 20, 1959

Mr. Gordon McLendon 
The McLendon Corporation
2104 TaolrGrtn

MEMORANDUM

DSL!EF“ ®a!LiLai
TO: Gordon McLendon DATE: April 1, 1959

FROM: Don Keyes SUBJECT:

This might be worth trying on a trial basis for a month, however, I wouldn't bother 
with Long Distance ca lls. I would have this lady record tapes and mail them. Unless, 
of course, something really hot broke,

Don Keyes

dciiunxm.eu wirn j-ou wnen you are in these p arts.

Sincerely,

Sarah McClendon
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S A R A H  M c C l e n d o n

N E W S  C O R R E S P O N D E N T  
National Press Building 

Washington, D. C.

March 20, 1959

Mr. Gordon McLendon 
The McLendon Corporation 
2104 Jackson Street 
Dallas, Texas

Dear Mr. McLendon:

Sir, isn’ t i t  about time you and I got together to produce a radio 
or television show for Texas?

How about it?

I ’ m a news correspondent up here beating my brains out and walking 
my legs o ff  getting news for Texas. I do know Aihat is  going on. I get 
much news that Aiould be suitable for a Texas neiirs program over the air.

I f  you notice, in reading Texas newspapers, there is l i t t le  of color 
and not enough news. There is plenty here. In fact, sometimes, you can 
get more news about Texans in Washington than you can at home.

A light, but factual, newsy program would give the Dallas News a 
rim for cover.

ler,

I !

Q)

I ’ ve had experience. I have a Texas voice. That’ s why some of 
these Yankee stations won’ t  use me. I interviewed women for over a year 
for WBAP, Fort Worth, from Washington. I produced for about four years 
Texas Quality Network Forum from 'Washington but they never le t  me go on 
the air because I was a woman.

I cover a ll types of news. I ’ ve been a news reporter in Texas and 
VJashington since 1931. I ’ ve been covering news here nearly 15 years. I 
cover the Congress, White House, Federal Communications, Lyndon Johnson, 
Sam Rayburn, and anything else you can name.

When I was down in San Antonio recently, I met your station repre­
sentative. He’ s very alert. He told me I ought to w ite  you a letter.

My people came from around Monroe and Houma in North Louisiana, but 
we spell our name with two C’ s.

I ’m always being approached here by some one who wants to meet me 
because I ’ m kin to you, then I have to disappoint him by telling the truth,

I ’ d like to hear from you about this soon. And I ’ d like to get 
acquainted with you when you are in these parts.

Sincerely,

Sarah McClendon
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TO: ALL STAFF AND TELEPHONE SURVEY PEOPLE

FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN

SUBJECT: TAX SURVEY

MARCH 25, 1959

KLIF News is conducting a poll on public reaction to.some of the tax proposals 
offered the current Legislature, The poll w ill be reported on the 5 p.ra. news for the 
firs t  time, each day, with follow-up stories on remaining newscasts through midnight, 
then again at six  a.m,, seven a.m. and eight a.m., each morning.

Telephone survey people w i l l  complete 60 c a l ls  a day, h a lf o f  these c a l l s  the n ight 
b e fo re , the remainder by  4 p .m ., o f the reporting  day. C a lls  w i l l  be d iv id ed  in to  the 
s ix  section s  o f  the c i t y  ou tlin ed  in the p r e -e le c t io n  survey.

In making the survey, the telephone people w ill point out:

"One of the hottest controversies in years is raging in our state capitol 
over the question of new taxes. Legislators are divided over the merits of 
several tax proposals, KLIF wants to know, as a public service, how the 
taxpayers feel about these proposals. We do not need names, since a ll we keep 
are percentages,

"Taking it  for granted that tte* the state must increase revenue in some manner, 
which of the several tax proposals would you most favor? Which would you most 
oppose?

1 -  A state income tax

2 -  A general sales tax

3 -  A tax on gross business sales (receipts)

4 -  Additional franchise taxes and natural gas taxes

5 -  Sales tax on special items

A SPECIAL NOTE TO TABULATORS: If the person declines to give any opinion, note i f
the reason is because the person feels unfamiliar with the tax proposals,

-3 0 -
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January 20, 1959

o
TO: All Managers and Program Directors

FROM: Don Keyes

SUBJ: News Teasers

I have noticed lately that a couple of our stations have grown extremely 
lax in the use of news teasers, even though they were indicated on the 
log. I would point out to the disk jockey that they are responsible for

------------- ^ 5 and are not at liberty to make changes

MEMORANDUM

cc: Joe Somerset 

FROM: Bill Weaver

C

SUBJECT:^ Program

Just as soon as It Is possible to do, we have two Ideas that we would like 
to experiment with and see If they will Improve our programming and Increase 
our ratings;

1. The Tovm Crier Idea of having a Disc Jockey discuss various con­
troversial angles over the air using the actual voices of our 
listeners. This would be broadcast In the afternoon period. We 
would probably experiment with Spivak at night, and If he can do 
the job,move him to a day time slot.

2. Have regularly scheduled Editorials dally. One In the AM, one 
around noon, and one In the PM. Each day we would have a different 
editorial subject, and run the program on a Fulton Lewis, Jr. type 
of broadcast. The Editorials would be short - about 2i to 3 minutes 
each, but the main feature would be a different subject each.day.
This would require another full time editorial writer and broadcaster 
for the news department.

I will appreciate your comments.





TOs Newsmen and Jocks 

FROMs Dave Mühlstein November 2§ 1958

CC»iTROL ROOM SOUND EFFECT FOR HOLIDAY WEEKEND NEWSCASTS==

A 78 rpm record of Big Ben Chimes w ill be played at 45 rpm to intro hoftkday death to ll  
stories on a ll  newscasts during the holiday period» The weird Sound w ill b e  cued io  the 
end of the closing line of the news intro» The death to ll  Story w ill be the lead story 
on the newscasts,

BASKETBALL SCCRES-— -=

Basketball season starts on KLIF„ Mondayg Dec, 1» The scoreboard w ill Start at Ss45 pm. 
Scores should be continued through the one a»m. news„ then picked up again on the 6, 7 
and 8 a.m. news. Many times the Western Union ticker w ill shut down before a ll the scores 
are in,, especially from the West Coast, For this reason^ the night man will have to check 
closely the AP wire for those scores s t i l l  not complete when the ticker shuts down. 
Basketball scores w ill be given in the same manner as in footballs

Be as brief as possible 
Winning team f ir s t .
Give the sdores in groupss

Use no verbs, o0„S-.M-U 56, Baylor 52,

Final scores, then third period, second period, 1st,
If a game went into overtime, mention thats Final score in a double overtime.

S-M-U 56, Baylor 52.

HOT CAR REPORTS-

Starting immediately, on the 7 and 8 a.m. news and again on the 5 & 6 p.m. news,
^  we’ l l  ring bells and say ’’The KLIF Hot Car Report” ,

This is being set up with the auto theft bureau now. The morning newsman will have 
to check with auto theft in the a.m. and a new check w ill have to be made by the 
newsman for the five and six  p.m, news. Be b rie f. Use a maximum of one report per 
cast. Use this general forms ”A 1958 Pontiac, color blue over white, stolen 
from in front of 2104 Jackson between ten p.m, and two this morning. License number 
MN 6919.**Anyone knowing the whereabouts of this car notify Dallas Police immediately,"peat

aber
This item will be used just before the weather, 
and w ill close i t  with more be lls .

Newsroom will intro by ringing bells

A REMINDER. .OR TWO—

We need to get the ca ll letters into the newscast more often. At least ten on each cast 
including the intro, close and weather. Any story that was reported from a mobile unit or 
reporter <xi the beat should include tiiat information in the story. Don’ t fa ll into bromide
of every story being lead with ”KLIF Dateline, I t 's  okay for one or two each cast, but
that should be the lim it. Don’ t go so far afield  the other way, either. That i s , , . ’’ Ike 
told KLIF r e p o r t e r s , o T h e r e  are a number of ways to work the ca ll letters in without hitting 
extremes. With the intro, close and weather counting, you only need a few to hit the minimum.

Also, on datelines overseas, le t ’ s use KLIF times or Heather conditions.

Let’ s not forget teasers or top story of the hour.

Let’ s make it  a point to come up with at least one new local story an hour.

Be certain top local stories are included on the headlines. This includes leaving top 
local headlines for the jocks when a newsman leaves at night.

We want ceiling and v is ib ility  on seven and eight a,m,, news ,.,and when weather ca lls for i t ,  
continue on following newscasts as long as the information has news value.



TOs Newsmen and Jocks 

FROMs Dave Mühlstein November 2§ 1958

CCWTROL ROOM SOUND EFFECT FOR HOLIDAY WEEKEND NEWSCASTŜ ».-

A 78 rpm record of Big Ben Chimes w ill be played at 45 to intro hoA&day death to ll  
stories on a ll  newscasts during the holiday period» The weird Sound w ill b e  cued *o the 
end of the closing line of the news intro» The death to ll  Story w ill be the lead story 
on the newscasts»

BASKETBALL SCCRES—

Basketball season starts on KLIF„ Monday, Dec, The scoreboard w ill Start at /;4 5  pm»
Scores should be continued through the one a»m. news, then picked up again on the 6, 7 
and 8 a.m, news» Many times the Western Union ticker w ill shut down before a ll the scores 
are in, especially from the West Coast» For this reason, the night man will have to check 
closely the AP wire for those scores s t i l l  not complete when the ticker shuts down. 
Basketball scores w ill be given in the same manner as in footballs

Be as brief as possible 
Winning team first»
Give the sdores in groups; Final scores 
If a game went into overtime,

S-M«U 56, Baylor 52»

Use no verbs,o„„S~M=U 56, Baylor 52,

then third period, second period, 1st» 
mention that; Final score in a double overtime.

HOT CAR REPORTS=

peat
aber

Starting immediately, on the 7 and 8 a.m, news and again on the 5 & 6 p»mo news, 
w e'll ring bells and say "The KLIF Hot Car Report” ,

This is being set up with the auto theft bureau now. The morning newsman will have 
to check with auto theft in the a,m, and a new check w ill have to be made by the 
newsman for the five and six p»iE»  news» Be brie f. Use a maximum of one report per 
cast. Use this general forms ”A 1958 Pontiac, color blue over white, stolen 
from in front of 2104 Jackson between ten p.m, and two this morning. License number 
MN 6919,**Anyone knowing the vdiereabouts of this car notify Dallas Police immediately.

This item will be used just before the weather, 
and w ill close it  with more bells»

Newsroom will intro by ringing bells

A REMINDER, ,CR TWO-»—

We need to get the ca ll letters into the newscast more often» At least ten on each cast 
including the intro, close and weather. Any story that was reported from a mobile unit or 
reporter on the beat should include lhat information in the story. Don't fa ll into bromide 
of every story being lead with ”KLIP Dateline„ , . ” » It ' s  okay for one or two each cast, but 
that should be the lim it. Don't go so far a field  the other way, either. That is ,.." Ik e  
told KLIF reporters,oo" There are a number of ways to work the ca ll letters in without hitting 
extremes. With the intro, close and weather counting, you only need a few to hit the minimum.

Also, on datelines overseas, le t 's  use KLIF times or feather conditions.

Let's not forget teasers or top story of the hour.

Let's make i t  a point to come up wiih at least one new local story an hour.

Be certain top local stories are included on the headlines. This includes leaving top 
local headlines for the jocks when a newsman leaves at night.

We want ceiling and v is ib ility  on seven and eight a,m., news »..and when weather ca lls for i t ,  
continue on following newscasts as long as the information has news value»
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V, TECHNIQUE ON REMOTE NEWS UNITS

I

There is no reason why radio cannot excel newspapers as a news­

reporting medium. Radio is faster cind has the emotional appeal of the 

human voice.

As a remote news reporter, one large part of your job is to see that 

no major story appears in a newspaper which your radio station has not 

previously broadcast. If this appears to be a large order in view of the 

larger staff of the newspaper, it is merely your job to overcome this man­

power advantage. And you have many advantages with the speed of Electronic 

Communication which permit you to cover many more stories than the news­

paper reporter. Thus, your function is, as one man, to do the job of 

twenty.

You must not miss important crimes, trials, council meetings, 

accidents, business developments, etc. You must have contacts to tip you 

on such imminent stories.

You should scan each newspaper to be sure you have missed no 

stories. If you have missed a story, begin work immediately to correct 

your contact or to establish one which will prevent such omissions in the 

future.

Another most important reason for reading the newspaper is to 

ascertain which story or stories is being most talked about by the people, 

and therefore which one or ones should be worked upon most heavily. Always 

hit hard and follow up relentlessly a story that seizes the public fancy. If 

the public is interested in a certain item, give them news of it. If the 

subject on everyone's lips in Dallas is the intense heat, keep abreat of
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this; if your most discussed story is a murder, follow it up on every news­

cast; if a controversial city action is the talk of the tOAvn, hit hard on stories 

concerning this. In other words, sense what the people are talking about and 

are interested in, and give them what they want to hear.

Next, when you are reporting an event over the air, keep telling the 

public what you are reporting; when you are talking to someone, tell the 

listening audience to whom you're talking, and keep telling them. And when 

you are finished reporting, summarize, and then close by telling them what 

you've reported, whom you've just talked to, and from where.

If you're reporting an exclusive story, don't hesitate to emphasize 

it. And emphasize the speed of radio news. And tell them to keep tuned in 

for a possible follow-up report if you think there'll be one.

Do not editorialize on the air without executive permission.

When signing off your broadcast to return to the studio, always tell 

your listeners the name of the program you are returning to.

If you are sponsored, give your sponsor an occasional ad-lib credit, 

i. e., "And now, from here at the City Council, on this Joe Doakes Motor 

Company broadcast. . . .  " ,  etc. Don't limit his mention to the commercial 

unless the nature of the story dictates same.

Call attention to the next regular newscast for complete details of 

the story you've reported.

When interviewing officers, give their names and give them clearly.

If necessary, spell out the name of any person, officer or otherwise, whom 

you're interviewing.
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When interviewing an arriving celebrity, say something. Don't just 

ask him some idiotic questions about when he arrived, how long he'll be here, 

if he likes Texas, etc. Don't be banal. Think in advance of what you're going 

to ask him. Ask him pointed, newsy questions--he'll appreciate it. Ask him 

about things you'd like to know--things that you'd like to hear from him in an 

intimate, two-man conversation. For heaven's sake, don't conduct the 

ordinary blab-blab interview so characteristic of radio interviews. Get 

something out of your interviewee, be he a general, a golfer, a movie star, 

a corporation president, or what-not.

Don't be awed by your interviewee's presence. Be respectful, but be 

a news reporter. Don't indulge in a flattering match. Have hard-hitting 

questions. If your interviewee is General Ridgway, don't act as a one-man 

Chamber of Commerce Welcoming Committee to Dallas. Your listening 

audience doesn't give a tinker's dam about your welcome or anything you say. 

They want to hear the General answer questions. Ask him if he thinks we're 

going to have another war, how many troops Chiang has on Formosa, if he 

plans to retire soon, if he's ever been shot and if so, how, if he believes 

the Russian Army is as good as it is cracked up to be, what he thinks should 

be done in the Far East, etc. These are examples of meaty questions.

Don't dwell on such things as how glad we are to have him, how long 

will he be here, where does he make his home, did he have a good flight, does 

he like Texas, has he ever been in Texas before, where will he go next, etc.

You are not a representative of either the Royal Geographic Society or the 

Ladies Sewing and Pink-Tea Patter Party. Try the latter method of questioning, 

and we will send you to Pine Bluff for seasoning.
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By now you must have gathered that this radio station wants to do 

the news differently than other radio stations---- and interviews, too.

Conduct your interviews as though you were a member of the "Meet 

the Press" panel. If you haven't the guts or the foresight to think out your 

questions in advance, we don't want you.

If you meet an entertainment personality, ask the same newsy 

questions. If it's Marilyn Monroe, ask her (within decency) what you'd like 

to know about her. For instance, ask her if she's happy with Mr. Miller, 

if she's having any more trouble with 20th, if she's ever regretted her 

calendar pose, if it's true about her sleeping attire, or lack of it; about her 

salary, if she likes the script of her next picture, what was her favorite 

scene, who is her favorite leading man, etc.

Think out your questions, and for the third time, ask your inter­

viewee what you'd like to hear if you were at the other end of the radio.

Don't be awed. You have an opportunity to be as important in your 

field as your interviewee is in his; he or she puts on his or her pants one 

leg at a time. Get the news. You are doing a public service when you give 

your audience what it wants to hear.

Any, any interviewee---- an arrival, a celebrity, a criminal, a public

official, any of them--the same tactful but piercing questions. Get the news. 

Don't be timid.

While KLIF has defeated its rivals by mere opportunism in coverage 

of national and international news, it is in its coverage of local news that 

KLIF's real superiority lies. Local news, again, because of fixed program 

schedules of network stations is a type of news that has been neglected by
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KLiIF's network competitors; hence, local news becomes the most important 

subject of KLiIF's news department, followed in order by state, national, and 

international news. Details of KLIF's unique coverage of local news will 

follow.

Another interesting use of the remote unit, particularly after 

10 p. m. at night, is to call it on the air and have it come in with a routine 

cruising report, whether there is any big news or not. This breaks the 

monotony in lonely hours.

GORDON McLe n d o n

O
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TO:
FROM:
DATE:

All KLIF Newsmen 
Gordon Mcliondon 
November 19, 1955

I have noticed several things lately that disturb me. For 
one thing, on many newscasts there are nut enough items. 
On other newscasts, the sound on the news machine in 
the background is not audible. We are not plugging enough 
the fact that certain stories and mobile reports are "as  
reported exclusively from the scene on KLIF." We are not 
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TO:
FROM:
DATE:

All KLIF Newsmen 
Gordon McLendon 
November 19» 1955

o

m

1 have noticed several things lately that disturb me. For 
one thing» on many newscasts there are not enough items.
On other newscasts» the sound on the news machine in 
the background is not audible. We are not plugging enough 
the fact that certain stories aind mobile reports are "as  
reported exclusively from the scene on KLIF,"  We are not 
making adequate follow ups on our news. The other morning 
we had a bank robbery story and played it up pretty heavily 
in the middle of the day. There was no mention of it on 
late afteriu>on or evening newscasts. You have got to remem­
ber we have an entirely different audience and this item is at 
least worth a mention on later newscasts. When you come 
cn duty» check your back file.

Thanks.

GBM:bp



NEWS POLICY AT KAKI

Despite the frequency of our headline coverage, there are still some news 
events which should be covered between records. We speak here of events of 
national importance, a tremendous local story, or a national or international human 
interest story which has caught the fancy of the nation--for instance, Kathy Fiscus' 
imprisonment in an abandoned well.

Only your common sense can guide you in picking items to use. Whole days 
will go by with nothing that demands such treatment--on another day, you may have 
two or three in one day; in the case of a Kathy Fiscus story, every hour treatment 
might be dictated. You are the judge. The ordinary story which you put on the 
headlines will only seldom be big enough to give such treatment--i. e . , tanker 
sinkings, international armament pronouncements. President going on vacation, etc. - 
these are not big enough stories. Nor are small air crashes. If a Delta plane 
crashes with 85 aboard, this should be given the special treatment. We do not want 
to become a news excerpt station.

After you finish giving a news story between records (and you should use only 
that portion of the story--probably the first paragraph--which gives essential details) 
you should use this closing; "another KAKI news service - -khaki gives you only the 
important news and gives it to you fast. "

The above treatment of news is to be distinguished from bulletin usage. You 
have a special bulletin intro that is already recorded. You will use every bulletin 
that comes in, employing this intro. Repeat--the news stories discussed above are 
over and above and in addition to our use of bulletins.

In baseball scores, you should occasionally give between records a score 
involving competing teams in either league. Since there are no competing teams 
now in the American League, that restricts it to the National League--but use only 
games involving the competing teams.

By the way, you'll have opportunity occasionally to use sports stories on your 
headlines or on a between-records story in such cases as these: a no-hitter, four
homeruns in a gaime, outcome of a World Series game, a new world's record mile, 
Davis Cup results, etc. In other words, a spectacular sports item merits such 
treatment.

Instructions on the use of football scores will be given later.

GBM;bp
9/2/58
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The McLendon Investment Corporation (KLIF) agrees to employ

_______ _________________ _ 3S an _____________ ______at a regular

hourly rate of $___________ per hour for the firs t  40 hours in any

work vjeek» and at the rate of $ per hour for a ll hours

in excess of 40 hours in any work week, with a guarantee that

_____________________________ w ill receive, in any week in isrtiich

_______  ____________________  performs any work f o r ________________

the sum of $ ____________ __ as total compensation, for a ll work per­

formed up to and including _____________  hours in such work week.

Approved by:

Employee ___

Employer ___

(1̂ 1



From: Gordon McLendon
To: All Stations

A ¿U a^

. GENERAL NEV/S LETTER
Some few ideas: have 6000 plastic mobile units rrade up, give thera away

to the kidSj then you can advertise that you have 6000 mobile units ̂ Or 
hov\.r about a do~it--yourself mobile unit kit? Or maybe, whei your WINUO con­
test begins to wear out, Iiaving everybody come in and get tattoed?

Incidentally, somewhere down the road, the plastic mobile unit thing 
actually would have merito The kids would write in like crazy for themo

On the more serious side, WRIT served as the guinea pig for the "Mystery 
Telephone Number" contest outlined in a previous Isttero To say the very 
least, the results were sensational» Weaver gave away two all expense paid 
vacations in Mineral Wellso He reports that everybody in Milwaukee was 
calling everybody else» Must have beoi, because the contest only lasted 
a little over three hours» The mystery telephone number belonged to a very 
obscure, little known lady so it is all the more unusual that she could have 
been called ©a quickly. The telephone company offered to sue us and probably 
would have if the contest hadn’t ended so quickly. The denouement came when 
the wj. nner’s wife got so excited she promptly had a premature baby and now 
the mobile news unit is covering that event at the hospital, since the condition of the child is naturally precarious»

So, we have really got the listeners in Milwaukee» V/e have got them with the combination of excellent programing plus promotion» 'We've been 
into this before Irut 1 want to esapihasize that you must keep about ttiree 

' moving at once, particularly when you are on your way up. I learned'̂smat the hard way» Keep them talking»
Bill Stewart reports he’s running an ad of an unclothed lady, profiled, 

in the New Orleans paper with the vrording; "all she's got on is WNÜE2» It 
is sort of the next thing to the "Naked Woman" ad we have considered but never 
found anybody who would run it» Bill suggests from the BMI nevisletter another 
gimmick» A donkey being led dcwn the street, wearing a sign which says"Every“ 
body in town is listening to 'v/NOE except me and you know what I am"» On this 
line, let me point out that costumed people walking around is one of the 
cheapest forms of promotion: a beautiful babe, a clown, a gorilla, etc»

Do not believe that Weaver and Roddy have ever got a telephone sales­
person» Hope that this can be accomplished soon» We realized ÿLOOO net from 
just this one source in July»

Bill Stewart, you were going to make the "You Never Hear This" spots for 
VJRIT0 They would like very much to have them just as quickly as possible»

We have put an absolute iron--cla d prohibition of anyone saying "moving 
into the last half of the so-and-so show", or "th-1 concludes the first 
fifty-five minutes of the Bull Durham show, and there are now only two more
days to go"» This business of moving into, concluding, starting, or edging
in sounds like just what it is: clock=v/atching, and a verbal crutch. It
sounds terrible and we have it stopped here.

>
' Bill Stewart at WNOE will need a top announcer. We will, too, v/hen
Don Keyes leaves here. We are making our routine weekly check at KGKO.



Bill Weavers, Mitch Lewis says you will really have to watch those bumper 
stickerso He has had considerable experience with them and says that unless 
you^ve got a top-fli^t outfit guaranteeing ^emj they’ll ccme off in any 
type of weather» The Milwaukee, weather being what it iSj, you’ve really got 

prctolem there» He goes so far as to say that he thinks the Bumper idea 
\rill be a big fizzlej that they’ll nevar stay no matter what company you use» 
Anyway, you better diedc that deal completely and get some sort of written 
assurance about stidcability»

Another source for anyone wani.ing jumping beans» Antonio Cavazosj, Box 
1322j Laredo, Texas» Steve Frendi, wish you would occasionally write me 
a short report and let me know how everything is moving along^^j^jst a brief 
newsletter whenever you find two spare mimites» Stewart, another simple 
promotion is the middle^name idea» Just start saying, Cecilia”, or
some other funny middle name, and that gei.s everybody talking» Here at KLIF 
we’re making a deal with a local helicopter company to provide us with a 
helicopter and pilot who will brmdcast from congested traffic points each 
aftemoon=“trade-=out for mention of helicopter corpany» It’s a wonderful
promotional talking point, 
as a public service?

^ould you wrk it with the Army in El Paso, Joe,

Jo®, am sending promoticeial spots cn your news and mobile unit» I 
should get them off today»

A good idea in this weelc’s ©roadcasting» Ha^s a moment aa. your after­
noon deejay show for "today’s cool sound”s water rushing over a waterfall, 
gurgling brooks, tinkling ice cubes, torrential downpours, waves washing 
up on a shore, crunch of shoes on snow, etc»

J  The Jirrmy Fidler deal sounds better and better on our newscasts»
Memos to all of you forthcoming on foot.ball scoreboard programs» This 

is only six weeks away now»
WRIT has three differeit types of mobile news intros; siren for any 

event involving violence or emergeacy, another intro fcr celebrity inter­
view, still a third for a lesser-known person»

Am outlining in the next three weeks the new series of forty jingles 
viiidi Merriman will start cutting 3n December» Will appreciate ideas from 
all of you OR the type of thing you want in this new series» As discussed 
in previous letters, you will get forty new ones a year from this service»

A :
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Even i f  you have already sent in a questlorfflatfeT^ease f i l l  out again,, including
»ame and addreego as we neglected t o ^ d ic a te  that we also needed that information-. 

Please check correct answerso
QUESTIOMNAIRE

i.0 Is your mobile eqtiipped vehicle or vehicles frequently on the freeways?

_____  NO How many units do you operate?

2o Which freeway or ftreeways does your mobile unit use nH>8t frequently?

HAP.B0R_____  HOLLIWOOD SAW BERNARDINO

PASADENA _____  SANTA ANA_____  GOLDEN GATE

3o What hours o f the day or night do your mobile equipped vehicles use the freeways?

6 AM to 8 AM____  12 Noon to 2 PM _____

2 FM to 4 PM _____

^  4 FM to 6 FM

8 AM to Id AM _  

10 AM to 12 Noon

6 FM to 8 PM _ 

8 PM to 10 PM

10 PM to 12 Midnight

12 Midnight to 2 AM 

2 AM to 4 ah _____ 

4 4M to 6 Afl

Do you have a radio in your mobile equipped vehicle that can receive KFWB ?

YES. ____ NO ____ _

Would you serve as a KFV/B mobile reporter as a public service to your community? 

^  . NO

Will you be willing to report whenever possible — freeway Jams, serious accidents 

or any unusual happenings that would be o f  public Interest?

YES _____  NO _____

Would you object to receiving publicity for yourself or yo\ir f im ?

YES NO

NAME

ADDRESS_

PHONE

UNIT N0_ 

CITY

THIS QUESTIONNAIRE DOES NOT IN ANY WAY OBLIGATE YOU OR YOUR PIRMc 

PLEASEoo»PLEASE RETURN IHIS QUESTIONNAIRE PROMPTLY»



i The K L I F Newslog

- V

These news introductions and the recommended changes in 
news delivery are designed to give our listeners a ’’rest” from 
some of the cliche’s found in most all radio news delivery nowadays.

You will notice that recommendations include omitting (for a 
short while, anyway) use of/such terms as: NEViiSROOM, NEWS BUREAU, 
NEWSCAST, FRONT PAGE, EDITION, NE1/Í̂ ?APER, ETC.

In the accompanying news copy you will see how I recommend 
we make strong use of the ’’headling” as the beginning of each 
story of each report. This headline is in the present tense 
and is PSMMHMMNIMM preceeded by a TIME ENTRY. Even though the 
story may have been used all day, its time entry will be within 
the hour and because the ”re-write” was within the hour. If the 
dateline is ’’overseas” the TIME ENTRY will be the TIME OF RE*WRITE 
CORRECTED TO CORRESPONDING OVERSEAS TIMlE ZONE. Every story in a 
report, thus, will have been DATED within the last hour.

Lets cut down the length of political, diplomatic and other 
domestic news and include more ’’personal interest” stories. Th,is
does not necessarily mean Humorous stories--- anything that happens
to people in the same walks of life as our listeners is personal 
interest.

Since our dee jays confctantly give the weather forcast and 
since our news reports are ”happening at this moment” ... lets 
give only ’’current” weather on the news report, er uh NEWSLOG.
i.e., ’’THE WEATHER IS PARTLY CLOUDY OVER KLIFLAND AND THE TEMPERATURE 
IS NOW S7 DEGREES. THE FORCAST FOLLOWS ON THE ART NELSON SHOW.” 
(Remember that it is even on the log twice an hour besides the 
other times the dee jay gives the ’’forcast”).

When a dee jay does not have a newsman on duty with him, he 
should get a FIVE MINUTE BRIEF and just pencil in a PRESENT TENSE 
HEADLINE and then proceed with a line or two of the story as written 
by UP or INS. His local storees done in the same manner.

S a/ t^ iC ^/up £>F PfB/n^//uS
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i . !! e. m. orowitz public relations • 1401 n. fuller Hollywood 46, calif.

May 2l|th 19^8

Dear S ir :

Where can peop le  send questions about the movies and i t s  p e r s o n a lit ie s  
and get answers based on fa c t  or docvimentation? D aily  papers and movie 
magazines carry  Hollywood gossip  but none have f a c i l i t i e s  to  provide 
th is  much needed s e r v ic e .

The attached sample l5-m inute con tin u ity  w i l l  serve that purpose and 
you w i l l  agree i s  w r itten  s p e c i f i c a l ly  f o r  ear a tten tion  based on i t s  
s in c e r ity  and a u th e n t ic ity . A l l  movie questions you re ce iv e  are typed 
and m ailed to  u s. ¥e in corp ora te  the most in te re s t in g  and answer them 
in  our weekly re le a se  co n tin u ity .

The weekly se rv ice  charge, fo r  a l5-m inute co n t in u ity ------

Population  to  U9,000-------------- $2.50
50.000 to  99 ,000----------------------13.00
100.000 to  199,000------------------$3 .5 0
200.000  to  3U9,000------------------ $ h . 0 0

350.000  t o  U99,000--------^5 .0 0
500.000  t o  7li9,000--------16.00
750.000  t o  8U9,000-------- 1 7 .5 0
850.000 t o  999,000------ ^10 .0 0

1 , 000,000 pop u la tion  or over---------- $ l 5 .0 0

This se rv ice  w i l l  be inaugurated September l5, 1958 (o r  sooner i f  the 
m a jority  o f  our c l ie n t s  p r e f e r . )  I f  you are not convinced as t o  i t s
appeal------------ t e s t  th is  sample m ateria l?  Your l is t e n e r s  w i l l  help you
decide  and i t s  r e s u lt  may exped ite  s e l l in g  a p o te n t ia l  l o c a l  sponsor 
who i s  seeking something d if fe r e n t  and econom ica l. W hy  not send in  
your 13-week order NOW?

¥e wecome su g g estion s . Do you need more than l5-m inute c o n t in u ity , 
weekly?

May we hear from you by retu rn  m ail-----acceptan ce , r e je c t io n  or  what
have you? Thanks.

Youri

%

EMO-McD / /E *  M .^ row itz

P . S . ---------- The name OLLIE WOOD i s  r e g is te r e d .

P. PP S. —  Many years ago, we serv ie^ cO K t^ T ^ th  "Hmo's Movie B roa d ca st,”

phone ho 9-5835



(San^Dle movie answer c o n t in u ity . — E. M. O row itz, lUOl N. F u ller  A v e . ,  Hollywood l|6,Cal.)

Here are t h is  week’ s answers t o  your movie q u estion s , from O ll ie  (s p e lle d  0 -1 -1 - i - e )

O llie  Wood d ir e c t  from Hollywood......... Earl Jon es...G a ry  C ooper's fa c e ,  a fte r  the removal

o f  minor blem ishes does not lo o k  l ik e  the photo p r in ted  in  nexispapers. I t  was a p u b lic ­

i t y  man's idea  o f  earning h is  from Mr. Cooper and ce r ta in ly  got him p len ty  o f  va luable 

space t o  p u b lic iz e  h is  current pictxnre "Ten North F re d e r ick ."  In c id e n ta lly , he xcLll r e ­

turn  to  the same d octor  f o r  another sx irg ica l jo b ,  c a l le d  spectxim—which means removing

a c a r t i la g e  in s id e  the n ose , because i t  i s  a l i t t l e  crooked .........Mark H arris . . . .A lic e

White d id  not r e t i r e .  For the la s t  s ix  months she has been recoverin g  from an acc id en t 

which b lin d ed  h er. She f e l l  o f f  a ladder w hile  priining a tr e e  in  her back ya rd .. . .Mary

E l l is o n ......... G a il R u sse ll who was en joy in g  a m eteoric  r i s e  t o  stardom, when the John

Waynes washed th e ir  d ir ty  lin en  in  a d iv orce  a c t io n . Miss R u sse ll was named as a c o r re s ­

pondent because o f  a p a rty  that fo llo w e d  com pletion  o f  a pictxore. Miss R u s s e ll 's  hus­

band, Guy Madison, prom ptly d iv orced  her and re -m arried . The a ctress  w asn 't prepared 

f o r  th e  headlines th a t fo llo w e d . She took  to  l iq u o r  to  fo r g e t  and was in volved  in  an 

auto a cc id e n t , w hile drxuik and in ju re d  a man. But fr ie n d s  con soled  h er, su p p lied  en - 

coxiragement and helped her rega in  con fid en ce . I  am happy t o  sta te  th a t she has been

given  the fem inine lea d  in  "No P lace To L an d ."................Norman Green............Do not condemn

anyone based on newspaper a r t i c le s  a lon e . I t  i s  not f a i r  o f  a colxomnist t o  say that 

Anna Kashfi (who i s  Mrs. Marlon Brando) i s  paying the fo o d  b i l l s  f o r  Rock Hudson's e s ­

tranged w ife . In the f i r s t  p la c e , Mrs. P h y llis  Hudson had an $18,000 balance in  her 

bank account which she re ce iv e d  from an acc id en t laxisxoit. She was se cre ta ry  to  Mr. 

Hudson's agent, Henry W ilson . Why d id  she t e l l  a colximnist she was broke and starv in g? 

I ' l l  t e l l  you why. Rock was in  I t a ly  working in  "Farew ell To Arms." P h y llis  was hepa­

t i t i s - s t r i c k e n  and cab led  him to  come home, which meant walking out o f  th e  pictxore and 

put thousands o f  peop le  out o f  work. He re fu se d . May I  add th a t Rock Hudson i s  one o f

the f in e s t  and k indest gentlemen in  the f i lm  co lo n y ..............H arriett Moore. . . .T h e  rom antic

s t o r ie s  in v o lv in g  Russ Tamblyn w h ile  a t  Fort Ord are ju s t  p u b l ic it y  p lan ts  by th ose  t r y ­

in g  to  get fr e e  space fo r  xinknown young screen  a c tr e s s e s . Although he i s  d iv orced  from



m

Venetia Stevenson> he writes her a letter, every week....

Milton Work. . . . .There is  no special formula for getting into the movies, unless of 

course, i f  a player has been on the stage or in TV and attracts attention of a producer 

or talent scout. So many youngsters, flattered by friends, come to Hollywood and end up 

either as waitresses or car lo t  attendants. And, yes, many beautiful g irls unable to pay 

rent or eat— being jobless—resort to shameful degradation, too proud to go home—de­

feated. However, accidents do happen. For instance, about eight months ago a 20-year- 

old boy helper working for Bekin's Moving & Storage Company, on one o f their trucks, made 

a delivery at Universal-International studios. As he jumped o ff  the back of the truck, 

a producer passed by and took him to the casting o ffice . What happened? He was signed 

to a contract but since Universal hasn't made a picture in months, the boy's contract was 

picked up by MGM. His name is  Denny M iller.. . . .His experience is  one in ten thousand...

Mrs. H. M. M........Barry Fitzgerald did not die. He suffered a heart attack two years ago

and recuperated in Santa Barbara. Recently he ret\u’ned to Ireland. I hope he comes back 

to Hollywood soon, because his screen performances brought so much enjoyment to m illions..

........Merle Hoffman. . . .Tommy Sands isn 't  making that much money— ŷet. For his co-starring

role in "Sing, Boy, Sing" he was paid $10,000. The studio offered him an additional 

$10,000 for a series of personal appearances with the picture. He turned i t  down and 

instead went to Lee Strasberg in Mew York to study acting. Tommy's mother lite ra lly  hit 

the ceiling because her son made that decision and lost the 10 grand. But, Tommy is 

smart. He likes movie work and knows that singing only means limited film assignments... 

He is  also in "Mardi Gras" with Pat Boone and Gary Crosby. Talking about Gary reminds 

me that Bing saw a preview of this one and remarked: "It took me five movies to h it.

Gary w ill do i t  in on e ."....en d  quote. . . .Miriam Gold. . . .Yvonne De Carlo has resumed work 

in pictures after giving birth to her second son, Michael, now six months old. She has 

the feminine lead opposite Victure Mature in "Timbuktu." I f  you w ill look close enough

at this picture, you w ill see her husband, Robert Morgan in several parts----as a French

general, an Arab and a Colonel..........Joseph Rath........ Although John Wayne has his own pro­

ducing company called Batjac, he is  under contract to make three pictures at 20th Century-

1



3.

Fox at 1666,000 per picture.W arners signed him for one picture "Rio Brava" and he co l­

lects $730,000 for i t . . . . .Mrs. J. Hutchinson........Eric Blore, the stage and screen come­

dian, mostly in butler roles, is  not dead. Two years ago he suffered a stroke and is 

slowly recovering.. . . .

Gordon McAllister.........Barbara Stanwyck has not retired. She works occasionally.

Her next picture assignment is  in "This Land Of Mine" in which she co-stars with Elizabeth 

Taylor and Rock Hudson. Miss Stanwyck's real name is  Ruby Stevens and she was born in 

Brooklyn, f i f t y  years ago. She came to Hollywood with her f ir s t  husband, Frank Fay, a 

comedian who was signed to make a p icture.. . .That was in 1929 ....But, fate stepped in and 

Barbara made her screen debut in "Locked Door." Mr. Fay's picture was a flop and he made 

no more film s. She divorced Mr. Fay and later married Robert Taylor from whom she is  also 

divorced. Miss Stanwyck owns her own home and lives at 273 S. Beverly Glen, Hollywood,

Cal. . .  .Martin Hess........Who w ill replace Elvis Presley while he is  in the service? That's

a good question. Naturally every film studio has someone in mind but MGM is giving ser­

ious consideration to Jerry Lee Lewis who makes his screen debut in "High School Confi­

dential" and also has a record hit called "Great Balls Of Fire." Jerry's next screen ap­

pearance maybe in "Snob H ill."  That's not o f f ic ia l  at the moment..........Marilyn Murphy. . . .

Mitzi Gaynor's real name is  Gerber. Her father, Henry Gerber, is  a musical director and 

her mother is  Pauline Fisher, the dancer. Mitzi is  now in Europe and may star in a p ic­

ture to be produced there. Her current release is  "South P acific"..........But i t  can be

shown only in limited theatres equipped with Todd-A until later when new prints w ill be­

come available for regular theatres............... Harriett Ball.......... Clint Walker did not make

his screen debut in "Fort Dobbs." He was a b it player in "10 Commandments"—cast by his 

friend, Henry Wilcoxon, assistant to Cecil B. DeMille. Walker, as you know, walked out 

on his TV contract with Warners, after starring in "Cheyenne" for two seasons. Here are 

some things about Walker the public does not know. Clint worked as a night club bouncer 

in Long Beach, California. He chose that town because his wife had a sister living 

there and would have a temporary place for his family. Later he took them to Las Vegas 

where he got a job as a deputy sheriff because o f his height— six feet, six inches ta l l .



There he met movie people. One of them. Van Johnson introduced him to Henry Wilson, the 

agent. In July l $ S h  he moved to North Hollywood and visited Mr. Wilson. The latter told 

Walker he would need dramatic lessons. So, while his wife, the former Verna Lucille 

Garber, took a job as a waitress to help finance his dramatic lessons from Estelle Harmon, 

they lived in a l i t t le  shack behind a house. His agent, lir. Wilson, talked to Hal VJallis, 

the producer at Paramount and as a result Walker got a contract for $100 a week. For one 

year, Clint collected a weekly salary but no work. Somehow, someone from Warners talked 

to Henry Wilson about a ta ll  Western type for a new TV series, called "Cheyenne." He 

was signed for $250 a week. The series was successfiil. Up until two xieeks ago, he was 

receiving |7$0 a week. When option time came up. Walker refused to renew because he was 

being typed and thought that the series was deteriorating, and that there was a sameness 

to the stories and also because he could not earn anjrthing on the outside. By that he 

meant the case of Hugh O'Brian who is  Wyatt Earp on TV. O'Brian not only gets more mon­

ey for his TV work, but he is  allowed to do a picture on the outside in between TV work.

As a result, O'Brian gets $100,000 from Fox studios on a four picture deal----that's

$100,000 for each film  and also makes personal appearances at $20,000 a week....No wonder 

Walker is  sore. However, Clint saved up $20,000 to tide him over until Warners gave in 

to his demands. Unfortunately, The Internal Revenue Department told  Walker he owes an 

additional $8000....So, maybe, he w ill make some kind of compromise and return to work. 

Warners w ill not supplant him with another actor but substitute a new series....H e has 

a daughter, Valerie Jean, who is  eight years old. His home is  in North Hollywood—but

not in the shack he originally occupied—but a $50,000 home. His address is  79U5 Belair,

North Hollywood, California. . . .

Nellie Swartz..........The Bing Crosby retirement story is  just a lo t  o f publicity.

He and Bob Hope and Bing's business brother, Larry, held a secret meeting and i t  was

practically decided that Hope and Bing w ill co-star in "V isit To A Small Planet."..........

Mark D ill ..........Joan Davis was recently discharged from the hospital because of a displaced

vertebrae in  her neck . She tri.ll have t o  wear a brace f o r  a w h ile . She l iv e s  a t 10971 

B e lla g io , B el A ir , C a l ifo r n ia ............George H a rris . . . . .The s to ry  you read about Jan S te r lin g



m . -

appearing semi-nude for a so-called Eviropean version o f "High School Confidential" is 

nothing but cheap publicity. Miss Sterling would never do a thing like that and her

husband, Paul Douglas would k i l l  her, i f  she did. Miss Sterling told  friends........

Shirley Moore........Bette Davis' fa l l  downstairs in her home forced her to reject many

stage and screen offers. However, she is  much better now and is  in Europe. Before 

leaving, Perc ¥estmore, her makeup man gave her the closest haircut any woman ever got 

so that she could wear a wig in her role of Catherine The Great in the picture "John 

Paul Jones." For four days work in that film , produced in Spain, she collected $^0,000. 

Next is  her co-starring with Alec Guinness in Daphne DuMaurier's novel, "The Scapegoat." 

Miss Davis is  accompanied by her 11-year-old daughter. . . .Bette is  $ 0  years old and lives

at 1757 Camino Palmero Drive, Hollywood, California............Mrs. Geniveve Bard..................

It is  very d ifficu lt  to predict what w ill happen in marital a ffa irs, ify personal opin­

ion is  that Ernest Borgnine w ill reconcile with his wife Rhonda, i f  fo r  no other reason 

than the happiness o f six-year-old Nancy. But, i f  there is  no reconciliation----remem­

ber i t  is  only a guess..........Bert Howard............Tyrone Power and his new bride can't oc­

cupy his home at U07 North Rockingham, Brentwood, because i t  was leased to Mr. and Mrs. 

Charles Vidor. Power's ex-wife, Linda Christian collects the rent. That was part of 

the divorce deal. So, Mr. Powers and Debbie are staying at the Bel Air Hotel until he 

gets delivery of a U2-foot yacht he ordered. They w ill live  on i t  im til he goes to 

Europe for his next picture "The Stalk" in Scandinavia and then in "Solomon and Sheba"..

........And now comes time for my sponsor's message and until next week.. . . .O llie Wood

says take i t  easy and live  longer. . . .Send any questions about the movies or its  person­

a lities  to Ollie spelled 0-L-L-I-E Wood in care of this station and w e 'll try to take 

care of them.............
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Gordon McjLendon

Rather thaa discuss this with you ia person, I write it ia order to (a) be sure 
I ‘ve got my thoughts eaqpressed correctly  aad (b) in order that you may have 
time to consider it.

S do not think we are making proper use of our in- studio newsmen.

It has taken me a long time to figure out e ^ c t ly  what 1 think is  lagging in our 
news program. It ia the ia-studio newsmen.

Did you read my piece in BROADCASTING-TEL.E CAS TING? And how about the 
speech itaelf, from  which that article was taken?

If so, you will recall the reference to localiaiag national stories of interest. 
There ia hardly an hour that such a story doesn't come off our wire. It is for 
this purpose that the article Z wrote mentioned the list of 250 top leaders, fe ­
male and male, subdivided into categories. With such a list, or 400 would be 
better in Dallas, any national story can easily be localised, with either a 
beeper telephone interview or story about the interview.

Have our in-studio newsmen localised the most important story of the moment, 
Eisenhower's action on the farm  bill? Have we asked local personalities con­
cerned with farm legislation--C olonel Owsley, the bankers, e t c ., --th e ir  opinion 
about this?

I cannot emphasise to you how very important it is to get the names of local 
people on the air. It is important to cover tlrds event, and that event, to be sure, 
but it is Just as important to get those local names and voices on the air. By 
and large, this must fall the province of the in-studio newsmen. The guys nut 
in the field wrestling for stories cannot do this as well, although even you 
fellows can make it a point to get as many local names on the air as possible.

L et's  see what can be done about this. I am very serious about the list we have 
discussed, with some sort oS system devised to add to it, and just as serious 
about using the list.

Second thing on the agenda is making greater use of our mobile news broadcasts. 
For instamce: w e'll do a mobile news broadcast, such as your story Monday 
night about the two men being "badly electrocuted, " and then make no use o f a 
recording o f this story. To my mind, excerpts from  said recording should



appear on the na»t nsv/Bcast and poaaiblf the ten o 'c lock  aewacasi» aa^v/ay. 
laaleads we rarely smke; sjse of a mobile broadcast eaffispt at that tnom&Af. v/hen 
it ie broadcast live, and then« like the wind, it is gone. Some definite e>vtem 
of making use of these broadcasts oa succeeding newscasts should be evolv>d.

By the way, we compietoiy m issed not Oialy stories about but even ocorss of th». 
opening o f the Teasis L.eague season here in Dallas Sunday afternoon until the 
game was over. Williamson apparently didn't even know how to read the ticker, 
eKpiaining to me on the phone earlier that no scores had come through. At 
this time, the opening game was in the eighth inning.

A s a last thing, let me n&y that our in-studio newsmen need to be especially 
sharp at night. W e need to have news event piled ou news event at night, and 
especially the eeasationai news, the Hollywood type of stuff that v.’iil have them 
talking the nest day abot?.t "say, did you hear that story on Cliff last night about.. .  ? " 
¥ou see, nighttime in radio these days sounds a little slower than daytime be­
cause there aren 't as many com m ercials. To me, com m ercials add life to a 
radio station. When they aren 't there, th® sound is daifarcat, and slow. Until 
nighttime radio becom es again as com m ercial as daytime, we must lay addi­
tional responsibility on our newsmen to add "sparkle" to our sound in every 
station. In Miiw'a\ikees for instance. Radio Station WOKY has it® night nev/®men 
to cut in a minimuma o f ^re®  times an hour to give the first paragraph of a story 
that has come in ovsr the wire that hour. It is  always a good story but. rarely a 
bulletin. It adds both a change of voice and a feeling of life to the station in 
these largely non-com3Xi.ercial periods. This need not be necessary if the news­
men, both in and out of station, recognise the problem created for us at night 
by television; being to some esteat non-com m ercial. They must themselves be 
cognisant o f our need to "sparkl®" m ore at night to make up for the fewer com ­
m ercials, Not ihat 1 want to over-emphaeirse nighttime radio. I don't. But we 
are on the air at night and xve should make it as good as possible.

I realise the fact that in-studio aewEmea have telephone calls to take, stories 
to transc-vifee, duiiea to coordinate, ©tc., and even weathercasts. Still, I am 
confident that they can do more c l  the things outlined in this memorandum than 
they are presently doing.

When they have dons it, w® will force  people to listen to the radio at nijght. We 
will make them vrant to listen. It can be done and it can be done in a period of 
a few months but it can only be done by G1¥SWG THiSM SOMETHING EVERY 
NIGHT THEY'EE TALK ABOUT THE NEXT DAY.

And the aeact moraiag, w® should be pointing up our coverage o f the previous 
evening: "DsliaS“ “ fesre‘ B an excerpt from  a mobile unit broadcast you could 
have heard at 9:05 last night on K L IF .. .  "

GBM: bp
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■fO''s getting dovm to the wirej) but here®s a. reminder on 
tne possibility cf a pre-̂ -elect!on poll on a Paiticular race cr issue wi-fch hot local interesto

Here at KLIF;, we are running a poll on the Algers-Sanders 
congressional- race, of high interest not on,ly locally but also nationalyc

In order not to sncvimber the listeners witts too many figure-« we are nakijig it as simple as possible.-,. We tabulate only three'’ ' 
figures^ A3,gern.. ci^anderso oRefuse to stateo

lou can argue it pro and con, but \ve throw out a.ll ea3 3s wnich answer don’t knowt,”
V X. Eu.rvey pepple have a definite number of calls each d a v  .alj. of vihi.i;h must fall into one of tl'̂e tiiree catagories? That, is”

If we get an answe.r, "31 dontt Snow," we donH even count it as a ' callo . ■
In our particular case, v;e make ten calls each dav to 

each of the city’s six districts for a total of sixty calls each 
day,. Xx you want to complicate y o w  poll, you can cosapiicate it 
by weighting your results per©entage-wize by the vcte-i'ecord of each districto We are not doing thiso

" 4" ioiportent thing to note is that we make half our ca.Us the evening beforethe report day, the other half on the day of 
the report0 . Ihis is because you miss the workers if you do it all during tl̂ e day« '  ̂ "

Our tabu.l.ations are run each day on tir̂e five PoCio nevis, 
repeated the "remainder of’'the evening and on the early morning ' newscasts.

'<|e,do. not botte.r, after the first day, with giving the aingb Init <yii»(3 t-.h o i»nrrm1 ir̂i To o AND THJiBE
BIZJS OF IliE

. f i ' * ' 3 ct i  i/tsi uaic i j -x ' S w c i s y w i u j n
day“„s tot̂ aX's.» but give the cumulative totals only,.AND THJiBE ARE given in PERCiiSiTAGES ONLY, WE NEVER TELL 'fflE HI

: t,eSAAU-LE...
3’he-entire-poll is biliboarded once an hour,o,pointing to results on the five .Pofflo news, ' ,

»3 0 »
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FIRST TH E , HEADLINES a ........... ■

M : Pm -
CONGRESS ROVES'TO REaDEaD^OIT postal service CtJTS ThREATffflED-EjR TuMCRRO'̂ .

jS' ^ ' . ■
. __  -OlERj.OR SECRETARY FRED S EATON REPORT'ED '̂ N

«¿IgJIERY ;"’OR Da of: AELl'-iEW T . . .  .
:)OOD CONDITION .

^UKe
Worth

1)
APR f  '<S]957 ^

:tlS

C tt P. GALVESTON, \T>rj,ftS—«-A MAN CHARGED WITH THEFT BY PRETEXT

HAS ASKED THAT HIS CASE GO DIRECT TO A GRAND JURY. HE IS DRIVE-IN OWNER 
OLIVER VAN NORTWICK. THE CASE BROKE TWO DAYS AGO WHEN NORTWICK WAS 
ACCUSED CF TAKING 15-HUNDRED DOLLARS TO "FIX" A NARCOTIC CASE.

THE CHARGE AGAINST NORTWICK WAS BROUGHT BY TEXAS RANGER 
CAPTAIN JCHNNY KLEVENHAGpi. HE SAID VAN NORTWICK ACCEPTED THE 
MCNEY FROM CARL GLAZE, ANOTHER DRIVE-IN OPERATOR. GLAZE HAS A 

NARCOTICS CHARGE AGAINST HIM.
W1240P4/5

w

DAR34A

MISSISSIPPI POULTRY:

...— ^
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P'lRST TH E .tlE ADLINES <

g -  i>'C.

GurIGhii.3S kUVES'TO hEnD Ui'i i’USEAL SERVICE CUTS THREATEHED . I\jR TOkLIIROE . 
g . 9/̂  ■ ,

r -... SECRETARY FRED SEiiTEN ?fSf¥5fiR REPORTED IN COOD CONDITION
AmiENT.....

Wop2-î
^orth Ŝ  . Al t;'« »

m  m  ' V * a i  ;? l
■D

■fev-

DAR33A APR 5 jĝ j

(CIGARET TAX)

"•V

r* ^

.j:g:P/n. AUSTIN,! t HIiOi i* THE HOUSE M C  FINAL APPROVAL-«**? TO A BILL 
COOflNUlNĜ  ALLOCATION OF ONE CENT OF THE STATE’ S CIGARET TAX 
FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE HOSPITALS.

REPRESENTATIVE MALCOLM MCGREGOR OF EL PASO SPONSORED THE BILL 
WHICH RECEIVED UNANIMOUS APPROVAL AND NOW GOES TO THE SENATE.

- 0 -

REVENUE FROM A ONE-CENT CIGARET TAX INCREASE ENACTED IN 1950 
WAS ALLOCATED TO THE STATE HOSPITAL SYSTEM FOR CONSTRUCTION OF 
BUILDINGS UNDER A SEVEN-YEAR, 35-MILLION DOLLAR PROGRAM.

W1235PA/5

DAR34A
MISSISSIPPI POULTRY:

i)

-- - J~'.'
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FIRST THE .MEADLIrJES.

g '  i>'C*
COIilGRESS i-iOVES‘ TO hEaD uF: PUSTAL SERVICE CUTS ThREATEKEU. F.Jl: TOFORHOV. 

_5'
IT'rERlUR SECRETARY FRED SEiiTQN REPORTED II'T SUOD CONDITION -

■:R_SLRGERY -’OR D'-.CF: AEUiENT.

^AYoi

yV» ..' ✓  ̂lU r ______

^£SV£ on bT*,? “% •

/ i

I / r j

(AUSTIN)—THE SEN CE COMMITTEE INVESTIGATINGrr<E COLLAPSE ’ 
OF THE I-C-T INSURANCE COMPANY OF DALLAS flH W S ITS INQUIRY 
THIS MORNING WITH JAMES C. CAGE AS FIRST WITNESS, HE IS A DISTANT 
COUSIN CF BENJACK CAGE WHO FORMERLY MANAGED THE DEFUNCT COMPANY.

(DALLAS) —-TWO NEWLY-ELECTTED MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
AND A CANDIDATE WHO WAS DEFEATED IN TUESDAY'S ELECTION WILL 
APPEAR BEFORE THE DALLAS COUNTY GRAND JURY NEXT WEEK IN AN 
INVESTIGATION OF CHARGES OF CORRUPTION IN THE DALLAS CITY HALL.
- 0-
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% <
v'':\vV"

VIRS' ........ U' û■ ■■ -,.rnuV-EI)
SERVXC® -

cotroiixoM■ .■ » „c.TO HE»«
 ̂ . ,.,P0RXEB ®

!\ c? cxviv'TOiR
^  cxECRRl’ i^ -̂3- xin'ER^U^ - -  ,.

'•■OR R“-«- j «ssiOR

r  (LAKE WORTH, ^gjx CITIZENS HAVE BEEN DEPUTIZED BY LAKE
WORTH’ S NEW MAYOF TO SERVE ON THE i'OLlCE FORCE. THE
TOWN’ S PROFESSIONAL POLICE FORCE TOTALS FOUR MEN OF WHOM TOREE 
RESIGNED YESTERDAY WHEN MAYOR JCHN WEBB LEFT OFFTi TV t' r\r , T

c '■ p  /r> Ciî y±yU-L ~ ¿? ^  A ■¡3'fvu-^ .-Ou. f
(AUSTIN)—MEMBERS F̂ THE HOUSE ARE STUDYING ' -----------------

cr .
“i,pi

A REQUEST FROM
CONGRESSMAN-AT-LZRGE MARTIN DIES THAT THE LEGISLATURE CREATE 
A 22ND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT AND ABOLISH THE POSITION HE NOW 
HOLDS, HOUSE DEBATE ON A BILL TO REMEDY THAT SITUATION HAS BEEN

T

SCHEDULED FOR NEXT TUESDAY.
i,,Rp,i'riN(jR

GARAA'_;^XTTLR
VilTlR

X'ODAi

XivVON Ai5U 

X'lE - ^
-1 ®  EUi, gRARB’ ® ® ’ ......... cgRRBS^by Xi-

j i t " '
t i ,

VICIAR

¡M 2 ,5

yield

'■'̂ 1

V,
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t 'lR iiT  THE . m  ADLINES<

(LAKE WORTH, SIX  CITIZENS HAVE BEEN DEPUTIZED BY LAKE

WORTH’ S NEW MAYOR’^ ^ g j^ B H B h fc  TO SERVE ON THE^ OLICE FORCE, THE 

TOWN’ S PROFESSIONAL POLICE FORCE TOTALS FOUR MEN CF WHOM THREE 

RESIGNED YESTERDAY WHEN MAYOR JCHN WEBB LEFT OFFICE, THE POLICEMEN 

WHO QUIT COOMPLAINED THAT THE NEW CITY OFFICIALS TRIED TO £

-HE VjEATKEii OUTLOOK TN Th''. Di.LLj. FT. ’..:RTH iiREA.....F-iIR THRU
TOMORKOV;. HIGH mis .T’TLRi OoN aROUND 60. LOL TOKIGHT IN THE UPPER
30b. high TOPiORROL IN THE ■.PPGR 60s. LEbTERLY ..IWTiS 15-2$ Ki’H
HbiDUNG LIGHT AND V.HtlABLE T0NIGH1 /P-iU T')MORROV.'.

/for LINDS IN EXCESS OF 2$ i PH
LIND \LlRNINGS are STxLL IN EFFECT FOR THE LAKES AT HELTON, Dj'TISOoK,
GAREA-LITTLE ELi-I, GRAPEVINIE, EAVOK ilJD LHITI'IEY.. .TP:E L'nRNIivG 
L:: EFFECT^l^TIL SUN-=-ET TODAY. ITÊ  LIND IS CURREi'TLY FROi-i THh /j J  A t

:iPH. relative hula t Z 6
FIELD TEIHPERATURE.

^?^3AR0PiETER>̂ ‘P >̂ )f̂ /*THE OFFICIAL i,CV E
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i'lRST THE; I-E ADLBIES =

g -  i>'C.
CONGRESS i-iOVEŜ  TO READ OFi' POSTAL SERVICE CLfTS THREATENED ■ FjR TOiiORROV

INTERiOR SECRETARY FRED SEATON W9ER REPORTED IN GOOD CONDITION .
; AFTER SUR GERY FOR BACF AELMF^ T . o . .. ■ '

. (■/ ‘ J)/̂ >
:;ÊF:.TC)R RUSSCiiLL OF GEORGIA...SAYS. 15 HWIP.RED M L E  BALLISTIC MISSILE 
V/ILL BE READY P'OR USE IN MATTER OF I'iONTHS..,..

v>.

THE VJEATHER OUTLOOK IN THE DaLLA S P’T. NORTH iiREA.....FAIR THRU
TOMORROW. HIGH THIS iiFTERi OON AROUND 60. LOW T̂ N̂IGHT. IN THE UPPER
30S. HIGH TOMORROW IN THE UPPER 60s. WESTERLY WINDS 15-25 IJ’H
BECOMING LIGHT AND VARIABLE TONIGHI AND TOMORROW'.

/FOR \.IND3 IN EIXESS OF 25 LL'H
WIND WARNINGS ARE STILL IN EFFECT FOR THE LAKES AT BELTON, BENBROOK, 
GAREA-LITTLE ELFI, GRAPEVINE, LAVON i'lND WHITNEY... THE WARNING IS 
IN EFFECT l^TIL SUNSET TODAY. lUiÊ  WIND IS CURRENTLY FROM THE / j J  A /  

mUl. RELATIVE HUM«RELATIVE ^BAROIvETER^<P »̂ f^A'HE OFFICIAL LCVE
FIELD TEIUPERATURE.
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11 ;

WELCCME TO THE KPWB MOBILE REPORTER UNIT I

Thank you for volunteering to become an auxiliary arm of the KF\VB News 
Staff and thereby helping us extend our service to the public. Your 
contribution o f "on the spot" emergency news reports is  one o f which 
you can justly  be proud. Freeway and tra ffic  reports — disaster 
reports — anything that is  of general public concern is  of importance 

■tn vour f  el low r'-itizer'R->

i'-Ji
DAR14A

■'at'

SECOND TEXAS NEWS'IN BRIEF
■

(AUSTIN)---- T̂HE HOUSE IS HOLDING A FRIDAY S ESS I ON— NORMALLY IT MEETS

BUT FOUR DAYS A WEEK— TO CLEAN UP A BACKLOG OF BILLS , IT ALSO MET 

LAST NIGHT JaND AMONG BILLS IT TOOK TENTATIVE ACTION ON IwAS ONE RELATING 

TO RACIAL INTEGRATION. THE BILL WOULD REQUIRE AN ELECTION IN A SCHOOL 

DISTRICT BEFORE RACIAL INTEGRATION COULD GO INTO EFFECT,

x*0^ox*'O v^non dx'ociuucisujlii^ -—  _

also request that you tune in 980, KFWB, on your AM car radio so that you 
may answer direct questions from our sta ff here. I f  you have no car radio, 
the Exchange operator w ill stand by to relay questions to you from our 
KFWB sta ff. Please remember, when you make a report to KFWB, you are 
actually broadcasting on your car radio and hearing our questions on your 
car radio. To avoid feedback or howl (a static-like distortion) i t  is 
most important for you to keep the volume on your car radio low. Attached 
is a card outlining these important points. Please place i t  on your dash­
board as a guide until you are thoroughly familiar with the procedure for 
making your reports.

We are in the process o f finalizing future plans for our KFWB Mobile 
Reporter Unit...among which are — an o f f ic ia l  KFWB Mobile Reporter card
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September 6, 1957

WELCOME TO THE KFWB MOBILE REPORTER UNIT I

Thank you for volunteering to become an auxiliary arm of the KRiB News 
Staff and thereby helping us extend our service to the public. Your 
contribution o f "on the spot" emergency news reports is one o f which 
you can justly be proud. Freeway and tra ffic  reports — disaster 
reports — anything that is  o f general public concern is  o f importance 
to your fellow citizens.

We are proud to be associated with you in this worthy public service 
endeavor for the people of Los Angeles County,, , .and we're proud o f 
you ,,,,the people who are making this venture possible.

For the f ir s t  few weeks o f our project, so that our KFWB listeners can 
familiarize themselves with you as KFWB Mobile Reporters, and with the 
type o f reports that we are jo in tly  going to present to them, please try 
to ca ll in at least once during the early morning hours from 6:30 AM to 
9:30 AM when the Larry Finley "Radio Tempo" show is being aired, REMFMBER, 
THERE ARE NO UNIT CHARGES FOR CALLS CONCERNED WITH A REPORT TO KFWB.
Since you w ill undoubtedly be tuned to 980, KFWB, i f  you notice that there 
has not been a ca ll from a KFWB Mobile Reporter, ca ll in even to report 
clear freeway conditions. This w ill enable our listeners to become accus­
tomed to receiving our KFWB Mobile Reporter ca lls .

When you ca ll the Business & Professional Telephone Exchanges, the operator 
w ill ask you certain questions regarding your report and she w ill then 
connect you by direct wire to radio station KFWB, requesting that you open 
your report when broadcasting by stating your name and location. She w ill
also request that you tune in 980, KFWB, on your AM car radio so that you
may answer direct questions from our sta ff here. I f  you have no car radio, 
the Exchange operator w ill stand by to relay questions to you from our 
KFWB sta ff. Please remember, when you make a report to KFWB, you are
actually broadcasting on your car radio and hearing our questions on your
car radio. To avoid feedback or howl (a static-like distortion) i t  is 
most important for you to keep the volume on your car radio low. Attached 
is  a card outlining these mportant points. Please place i t  on your dash­
board as a guide until you are thoroughly familiar with the procedure for 
making your reports.

We are in the process o f finalizing future plans for our KFWB Mobile 
Reporter Unit...among which are — an o f f ic ia l  KFWB Mobile Reporter card
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identifying you — a get-acquainted gathering for the KiWB Mobile 
Reporters and the staff o f KPWB — and prizes for the best news 
reports received. As these plans materialize you w ill be notified and 
a ll  pertinent material w ill be forwarded to you.

Since we are a ll  working together in this project to be o f public and 
civic service to our community, please fee l free to ca ll on us with 
any question that might arise. We want a ll  o f you to fee l very much 
a part o f the KPWB operation, and pride in our cooperative association 
o f making this v ita l information available to your fellow Southern 
Californians, I f  you are in the vicin ity o f the station, please stop 
in and say hello . W e'll be happy to show you around your station.

T i Z i  »1

Robert M. Purcell 
President and General Manager

RMP:bb

..J)
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ALE STATIONS 
Gordon McLendon 
January 17c 1956

AU stations, excepting of course, KNOE and WNOE, lax in failing to billboar.' 
Tuesday night's hot Louisiana election. Better make it a point to get an 
accurate list of primary and runoff dates. See policy book on out-of-state 
elections. W rite letters to all local political figures* and party bosses, inform­
ing them of this service you are rendering exclusively,

NOTE; I'm having a private line installed in. my office, Billie will advise you 
the number. From now on, call me station-to-station on this line. If it is 
answered, I'm available; if not, I'm out, W e can save a lot of money on station- 
to-station calls. Bill virill issue a strict meinorandiun that nobody is to answer 
that phone unless I'm available on the premises.

Billie, please show Bubbles previous Fidler open and close lines, have her write 
new ones for KLIF, KELP, WRIT and WNOE with instructions to Jimmie to 
send them to the individual stations.

KLIF's new news intros, built around INS and UP correspondents' names and 
voices, sound good. When any of you get ready to cha.nge, please advise me and 
we will send you formats. You now have voices from 6 stations available which 
gives you great variation.

C. A. P. going to furnish KLIF 'and shoixld furnish the- rest of you) with regular 
daily traffic-period reports from airplanes--espechully large number on weekends.

Suggest each station start assembling library of deejay intros from other cities. 
Sample:

"This is Jim Ameche of Radio Station KLAC in Hollywood, Happy to 
know feat you are listening to fee top-rated Gene Edwards show on WRIT 
in Milwaukee. My show is top-rated here in Hollywood, too, so when 
you're on the coast, be sure and tune in the Jim Ameche show on KLAC."

Each one of these intros should be diftarent.

A source of advertising revenue; notice your Saturday and Sunday papers and 
the host of ads they carry advertising Sunday services. Why should these ads 
be restricted to newspapers. Ors.r Dallas papers carry pages of these ads each 
week. It's something that, if your regular salesmen can't handle, your telephone 
salesmen certainly ought to be able to manage. Woxild appreciate your thoughts 
on this.

Hula Bowl and Pro Bowl ^neither of them either broadcast or telecast) gave us 
big shot in the arm bofe audience-promotion and re%'enue-wise on our weakest 
day, Sunday.

GBM:bp
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DALLAS SATUldUI fglGLT liiSTt.UCTIONS

Cecil

Jack, Bruce, Les, Dick, Jim, Herb, B ill, and everyone else 
connected with Alohr Chevrolet and "Dallas Saturday Mighto

■ 3

to>hr Chevrolet is  to be given credit on every remote broadcast done on 
"Dallas Saturday Kight", but the one minute commercial used on regular 
remote broadcasts ¡.'ILL NOT BK US!']D. There w ill be a special close (very 
short) which w ill give Llohr Chevrolet proper credit, yet should not be 
80 irritating and obnoxious to our listeners. LN THii CASH OF an emergency 
or violence broadcast, the Hi-iCULAR iiohr Lobile Unit format w ill be used,
EVi?N on Saturday night.

Jack, Les, and Dick—-  Whan you finish with your end o f  the deal, turn i t  
back to the station as quickly as possible, iileminate any and a ll commercials 
you «nay have been giving for ;:ohr. Do you object? I f  so, l e t ’ s talk i t  over«

I f  there are any questions as to how the commercial end of'Dallas Saturday 
Night" is  to handled, l e t ’ s get together and work this daxnn thing out prior 
to Saturday Night, I f  there are no questions. I ’ l l  have to assume that you 
know what to do, and you must be w illing to accept the responsibility i f  
something goes wrong.
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Octobei- 2?, 1955

Bruce-Announcers-ilewsraen

Cecil
Interviews in Studio and by mobile units

Effective this date, a ll  interviews in the studio must be oicaiyed by 
either Gordon or mso No doubt, some interviews w ill be approved, but 
even so, those that are, w ill be restricted to one minute (6u~second) 
interviewso I f  at any time we can be shown that our ratings are suffering, 
or that we are losing money because interviews are restricted, you can 
be assured o f a change o f policy on this subject.

I am also requesting that the announcers refrain from plugging the label 
on every record played. To plug a label on every record played is  uncalled 
for and unnecessary» Primarily our listeners are interested in hearing 
the music and maybe an occasional short b it about the record, but I don't 
believe they give a damn soout the label.

Interviews with entertainmant personalities from the Mobile units are not 
to exceed one minute in lengthy only in rare occasionso Also, such interviews 
should be taped when at a ll possible <,

Dallas Saturday Night is  not to be run past 12:00 Midnite.

' 3 '
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Aii KLiiF Employees 

Cecil Hobbs 

November 9i> 1955

Whati, in your opinion, are the Idnds of news stories that the 
majority of our listeners are interested in? As all of you 
know, we are most anxious to improve our news department.
In an effort to do this, we would like for each of you to cut out 
at least five stories from the Times Herald and Dallas News 
for die next three days in which you think the majority of our 
listeners would be interested. I know that each of us win have 
personal opinions but forget about the personal aspect and bring 
in copies of stories that you think appeal mostly to the majority 
of our audience.

Thanks.

CH;bp
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the possibility of a pre-election poll on a particular rase or issue with hot local interesto
Hex-e at KLIFj we are i-unning a poll on the Algers-Sanders 

congressional rarê , of high intex^est not only locally but also nationaly.-,
In order not tc encumbei' the listen(2rs xvith too rixanv figures, 

xve are making it as simple as possible., We tabulate only titree 
fi gurass A3 ger= o ̂ banders.̂  o ̂ Hefuse to state ̂

¥ou can. a.rg'ue it .pr-o and con¡; but we tisrow out all ca'ils which answer ”1 don’̂t knowo'̂
Our survey people have a defini.te number of calls each day 

all of which must fall into one of the th.ree oatagories:. That is¡ 
if W6 get an answer,, '*! donlit Know,” v;e d o n ’ t  even count it- as a call o .

In ciu' partidular case, we make ten calls each day to 
each of t)ie city’s six disti*icfcs for a total of sixty calls each 
day. If you want to complicate your poll, you can complicate it 
by weighting your results per0entage-vd.se by the vote-record of 
each districtq V/e are not doing thiso

An important thing to note is that vie make half our calls the evening before the report day, the ether.half on the day of 
the reporto This is because you miss the workers if you do it all 
during, the ' day« ‘

Our ̂ tabulations are run. each day on the five PoOin nev/s, 
repeat.ed. tlye remainder of the evera.ng and ón the ..early mohciing new.spastso ,

V!|.e,do not bother, after the first day, with ĝ iving the single- 
day’s totals,' .but give the cumulati.ve totals only00oAND THESK ARE GIVl•í:̂i ■IN PERGKNTAGiSS ONLYo VJE NEVER. TELL THE S H E  OF TisE 
SAjViPLEo .̂.. j

The •entire poll is bilxboarded once an. hour«oopointing tc< 
results on the. five .PoiQo newso

.3 0 =̂



ON MENTIONING SMALL SURROUNDING TOWNS

o

KLIF has been using a small gimmick which can't help but be well 
received with a portion of your listening audience.

It all arose when we discovered that the Dallas Hooper includes Grand 
Pradrie because Grand Prairie uses the Dallas exchange. Hooper con­
firmed that Grand Prairie calls are made in getting the Dallas sample.

We reasoned that we could do much to ingratiate ourselves with lis­
teners in the perimeter cities by simply mentioning their names oc­
casionally. As, on &e weadiercastSj, every once in a while now we 
will say, "and noŵ  mother nature for Dallas, Fort Worth and 
Arlington.. . " ,  etc. I think you get the idea. And on station i. d. 's, 
we'll frequently say, "this is color Radio Dallsvs, KLIF, serving Dallas 
and Pleasant Mound."  People who live in simll towns get a special 
kick out of hearing the xtstxne of their city on the air.

It is a little thing but the little things have a way of snowballing.

to
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S u b j e c t :  News F i l e
FROM; Don K e y e s
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Radio Station WWDC
1260 ON THE DIAL

iJLt* iS lo iLtl

HAS MfN DESIGNATED

HONORARY W W D C  NEWS REPORTER

A T  9:35 a.m. last Jan. 30 Joe Phipps, news 
director of W W D C  Washington, answered 
the phone. A  volunteer reporter, one of sev­
eral thousand who have phoned news tips 
to the station, said excitely, “A  man with a 
sawed-off shotgun just robbed the Home 
Building Assn, on Pennsylvania Ave.”

A  phone check with Washington police 
verified the tip. A t 9:39, eight minutes after 
the robbery had occurred, W W D C  was on 
the air with a bulletin, explaining that $7,- 
000 had been taken and giving what sketchy 
details the police could provide.

A t 9:47 the station gave a more detailed 
account and at 10:05 offered a first-hand 
story from one of the bank’s employes.

This fast reporting is typical of a volun­
teer news service started by W W D C  just 
one year ago, adopting a formula long used 
by newspapers and broadcasters. Paying $1 
to $5 for each usable news tip phoned in by 
the audience. W W D C  is operating a service 
whose potential news sources reach into a 
substantial segment of the two million per­
sons living in the Washington metropolitan 
area. The cost— only $35 to $40 a week.

Ben Strouse, W W D C  president-general 
manager, summed it up this way: “No sta­
tion can afford to hire as many reporters as 
the average city desk of a metropolitan news­
paper. On the other hand, no station can 
honestly promote itself as a news station and 
be satisfied to ride along with the wire serv­
ices and rewrite the local papers. W W D C , 
on the basis of a year’s experience, believes 
it has licked the economic problem and at 
the same time has done an honest news job 
on a day-to-day basis. When W W D C  claims 
to be ‘First With the News’ it’s not kidding 
the public or newscast sponsors. Prompt 
payment for news tips is an important public 
relations technique. The word has spread 
and our volunteer staff becomes larger and 
more efficient every day.”

Criss-Cross Directory Helps

Since most of W W D C ’s tipsters are not 
trained news people, a fast checking system 
is used when a tip is received. The criss­
cross telephone directory is especially help­
ful. Last Jan. 22, for instance, a tip came in 
that an auto had crashed into a bus on E. 
Franklin St. in Silver Spring during a heavy 
fog. A  check with the fire board yielded 
only the information that rescue squad 
ambulances had picked up three persons.

Turning to the criss-cross, the occupant 
of 216 E. Franklin Ave., was phoned. When 
M r. Phipps said, “This is the W W D C  news­
room," he was told, “I was just picking up 
the phone to call you. Does this mean 1 don’t 
get my dollar?”

After being promised his dollar, he sup­
plied complete details. He not only had
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TWO MILLION TIPSTERS
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Best System For Covering Metropolitan Area

heard the crash but also had helped the teen­
age victims out of the car. At the request of 
the driver he had informed the parents and 
then was preparing to call W W D C .

Besides the criss-cross and the usual pub­
lic agencies, W W D C  has a 2,000-name index 
of persons who are logical contacts for 
quick reference on any conceivable subject 
that might be cause for a news tip. If checks 
with public agencicT) or residents near the 
scene of the incident.,aren’t adequate, this 
name index is utilized.

Frequently, according to M r. Phipps, the 
police radios report that “W W D C  says such- 
and-such. Will you check.” This can be em­
barrassing sometimes. A  few weeks ago 
when the station got a tip that a 15-year-old 
Silver Spring youth had confessed to the 
murder of a girl classmate, a police check 
supported the tip. W W D C  aired the develop­
ment. with the boy’s father getting his first 
information from the broadcast, heard by 
a neighbor.

This problem of airing a name before 
next of kin gets the word bothered the sta­
tion until an arrangement was made where­
by W W D C  withholds the name if the police 
request. In turn the police agree to call 
W W D C  as soon as they have notified next- 
of-kin. The day after the tip system was 
started last year, W W D C  was on the air 
with reports of a serious B&O train wreck 
between Washington and Baltimore. W W D C  
had first detailed information and the list 
of casualties long before other news outlets, 
even beating the wire services, according to 
Mr. Phipps. This was tip No. One.

W W D C  is seldom bothered by cranks 
though it naturally gets useless tips, such as 
the phone call from a lady who supplied the 
information that Grace Kelly was the mother 
of a baby prince. Duplicate tips are fre­
quent and the station pays off in some cases, 
especially when important details are sup­
plied.

A  cab driver who phoned that a man had 
just jumped off the Calvert St. bridge, was 
asked when it happened. “He’s just about 
landing now,” the tipster grimly replied.

About a dozen times a day, in news and 
personality programs, W W D C  will announce 
that it pays $1 to $5 for any usable news tip 
broadcast on the air, concluding, “If you see 
news in the making, call Tuckerman 2- 
7604.” Station personnel, incidentally, are 
efficient tipsters. Signs are posted on bulletin 
boards in Peoples Drug Stores, sponsoring 
12 daily newscasts.

“Honorary news reporter” cards are given 
those who send in news.

Over a 12-month period the volume of 
news tips has steadily grown. “We’re worried 
if we don’t get at least one tip an hour,” 
said Mr. Phipps. “On weekends we often get 
five or six tips within an hour. The average

runs 10 to 15 calls a day, with three to 10 
used on the air. Frequently we can build an 
entire newscast around news obtained from 
tips and we break into personality programs 
regularly with bulletins. A t the same time, 
we try not to let local news get out of pro­
portion with national and international 
events.”

A  spot check of W W D C ’s records showed • 
these eight typical tips: Ceiling collapsed in : 
Arlington, Va., bank, injuring three: serious ' 
multiple car crash on Baltimore-Washington • 
Parkway; man shot in stomach in Jimmy’s - 
Grill; fire near Marlboro, Md.. three chil­
dren burned; Suburban Trust Co. official i 
kidnaped in $60,000 bank robbery; Easter i 
egg-hunt riot; robbery of Silver Spring 
Quick Car Wash and fatal shooting.

Interviews
uses beep interview:

Goes After Some
While the station 

only when they add materially to the story^j 
it goes after interviews when the news iSjj| 
important. Last October, the station con-^ 
tacted the Richard Gordon family when the  ̂
parents and twin daughters (aged 2) were 
rescued from a Pan American plane that was 
ditched between Honolulu and San Fran­
cisco, claiming a world-wide scoop for its
long-distance interview. The Gordons
from Silver Spring.

During the December fires around Mali­
bu, Calif., an Alexandria, Va., woman 
phoned the station that her sister, formerly 
of Washington, lived in the area. The sister 
supplied an eyewitness account of the fire 
and the destruction of her own house, one 
of the first lost in the spreading blaze.

The W W D C  news staff comprises, besides 
Mr. Phipps, Tom Slinkard, news editor;

he

r

WWDC newscaster Bob Will (1) and 
News Director Joe Phipps check the 
location of a news tip.

B r o a d c a s t i n g T  ELECASTING
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BEFORE (Jan. 22) and after (Feb. 4) collapse of the new tower being erected in 
West Nashville, Tenn., for WSM-TV. Cause was still unknown last week.

Maxwell, 33, Jacksonville, Fla.; Robert Lee 
Kirshner, 30, California, Mo., and George 
Pressler, 33, Union City, Tenn.

Collapse of the tower started, it was 
Sj*-‘'>d, while riggers about half-way up 
, adjusting tension of guy wires. Two 

le workers fell on the transmitter house 
. and the others were thrown away from 

- direction of fall. A  fifth, on the ground, 
as treated for shock.
A n A P  story quoted G . A . Wallenstrom, 

G E  engineer, who was present at the time, 
as saying, “I ’ve never seen anything like it 

’ and I’ve been in the business for 34 years.” 
A P  said that viewers of the W S M -T V  
M o d e r n  R o m a n c e s  were cut in on the phone 
call from the transmitter house, hearing 
these words from the disaster scene, "Oh. 
my God. Send help. The tower has just fallen 
down. Help, quick.”

The 1,250-foot tower of W M T -T V  Cedar 
Rapids, la., was blown over Dec. 10 in a 
high wind shortly before completion of 
erection. A  650-foot tower of K G E O -T V  
Enid, Okla., collapsed in October while the 
antenna was being lifted out for transfer 
to a new tower.

COACHED V IA  TV
T E L E V IS IO N  was credited with an 
important assist in the basketball vic­
tory scored by St. Francis Catholic 
High School, Parkersburg, W . Va., 
over Spencer High, Spencer, W . Va.

The game was the first remote car­
ried over ch. 15 W T A P -T V  Parkers­
burg.

The Catholic high school coach was 
in the hospital suffering from ulcers, 
but a portable tv set was placed aside 
his bed and he coached his team by 
telephone as he watched the play over 
the set.

The score: St. Francis, 85; Spen­
cer 56.

W V E T
Has
Rochester 
by the

McClatchy Promotes Collins;
Other Shifts Announced
K E I T H  B. C O L L IN S , formerly station man­
ager of K F B K  Sacramento, Calif., has been 
appointed sales director of the McClatchy 
Broadcasting Co.

Frank Devaney, has been named to re­
place Collins. Ramsey G . Elliott, program 
director of K M J Fresno has been named 
station manager of that outlet. Jeff Nagle, of 
the announcing staff, will be program di­
rector.

The McClatchy stations are; K F B K -A M - 
F M  Sacramento, K M J -A M -F M -T V  Fresno, 
K E R N -A M -F M  Bakersfield, K B E E -A M - 
F M  Modesto, all Calif.; K O H  Reno, Nev.

W BZ-TV Gets Red Sox Tv Slate
W B Z -T V  Boston, a Westinghouse Broad­
casting station, has signed to telecast the 
entire 51-game Red Sox baseball tv schedule 
for the 1957 season, according to Franklin 
A . Tooke, general manager of the Boston 
station.

The schedule includes 33 home games 
and 17 away games, with seven night games 
to be played at Boston’s Fenway Park.

Sponsors of the ball games include Lig­
gett & Myers (Chesterfield and L&M  filter 
cigarettes) through McCann-Erickson; Nar- 
ragansett Brewing Co. through Cunningham 
& Walsh, and the Atlantic Refining Co. 
through N . W . Ayer.

W PAT-AM -FM  Plan New Building
A  N E W  building that would house all facili­
ties of W P A T -A M -F M  Paterson, N . I., is ' 
on the drawing board, according to Dickens 
J. Wright, president and general manager. 
Current plans are to erect a building, in 
contemporary design of glass and masonry, 
at Broad St. and Hepburn Rd., Clifton, 
N . J., site of the present transmitter. In 
addition to studio facilities, the new struc­
ture would contain business offices and a 
restaurant for personnel.

MELODIOUS MUSIC

TOPFLIGHT HOURLY NEWS

ABC NETWORK FEATURES

. . .  that’s how we win and hold the 
“buying-est” audience in the rich 
Rochester-Western New York market.

G ET FA C TS  AND FIGURES 
ON “ PREFERRED PR O G R A M M IN G ” 

FOR YOUR ADVERTISING

5000 WATTS 
1280 KC

ROCHESTER, N.Y.

Represented N a tio n a lly  by
THE BOLLING COMPANY
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George Darlington, Maryland U . journalism 
major, on weekends, Ken Evans and 
Bob Will, newscasters-announcers— plus, of 
course, the growing staff of volunteers.

Sponsors like the news formula, accord­
ing to Mr. Strouse. Clayton R. Sanders, ad­
vertising director of Peoples Drug Stores, 
said he has watched the idea “with interest” 
and added, “It certainly seems to be paying 

ijj off in good shape.”
In its early weeks the plan brought only 

occasional results though some of the tips 
were hot ones. A  rate of around 40 usable 
tips per week was reached by summer, about 

f  two-thirds of them usable. Cost for the first 
g year— about $1,300.
 ̂ W W D C ’s bookkeeping department, how­

ever, takes a dim view of the project, M r. 
Strouse said. “Quite a few of our reporters 
don’t cash their checks and our auditing de- 

1 partment is going around in circles. Over 200 
checks are outstanding, perhaps adorning 
den walls.”

Seminars on Traffic Problems 
^ Scheduled for Retry Stations
1  o iP E C IA L  seminar gets under way Friday 

for traffic managers and personnel of radio 
and tv stations represented by Edward Petry 
& Co. and will continue through May at 
Petry’s New York offices.

Emphasis will be on discussion of traffic 
problems between station and representative, 
touching on such matters as the submission 
of availability data as well as the clearance 
and confirmation of time and contract ex­
ecution. The Petry firm, reports Lee Red- 
field, manager of Petry’s special services 
department, intends to be host for two days 
to two or three traffic department heads and 
their assistants weekly over the four-month 
period. At the same time, the guests will 
have the chance to make calls on agencies. 
Findings will be made available after the 
seminar ends.

Stations to take part in the sessions the 
first month; W B A L -T V  Baltimore; W T A R - 
A M -T V  Norfolk; W IC U  (T V )  Erie; K P R C - 
T V  Houston; W T V D  (T V ) Durham; W T V H  
(T V )  Peoria; W R N L  Richmond; W S M -T V  
Nashville; W JH P -T V  Jacksonville; W ESH ^ 
T V  Daytona, and W N E M -T V  Flint-Saginaw- 
Bay City, Mich.

Five Promoted by KNXT (TV)

— ^ F R A N C IS  H A U G H N , sales traffic manager 
of K N X T  (T V )  Los Angeles and CBS Tele­
vision Pacific Network, has been appointed 
to the newly-created position of sales service 
supervisor of the station and regional net­
work. Rudy 'Wissler, who has been Miss 
Haughn’s assistant, succeeds her as sales 
traffic manager.

Robert Cole has been promoted from T V  
city guest relations to be Miss Haughn’s as­
sistant, with the title of sales service man­
ager. Van Rubenstein has moved from sales 
service to the post of national sales repre­
sentative for K N X T  and C T P N . Fred Sher­
rill transfers from tv city mail department to 

.K N X T  and C T P N  as assistant sales traffic 
¡manager.

B r o a d c a s t i n g  • T e l e c a s t i n g

TV  ACCENTS PRINT AD
I T ’s no longer startling when a “hinter­
land” station buys time on a New York 
radio or tv station to present its “mes­
sage” directly to agency timebuyers in 
the New York area. But W B N S -TV  
Columbus, Ohio, has come up with a 
new wrinkle: paid announcements on 
W C B S -TV  calling the attention of 
timebuyers to a double-spread, black- 
and-white advertisment in the current 
(Feb. 9) issue of N e w  Y o r k e r  maga­
zine.

The station placed two 10-second 
announcements on the station at the 
first station break after the start of T h e  
L a te  S h o w  (feature films)— about 
11:30 p.m. E S T— on W C B S -TV  last 
Friday and today (M onday). The an­
nouncement was a telop of the W BN S- 
T V  two-page ad— picture of a little 
girl wide-eyed before the tv screen—  
with copy urging the timebuyer to 
read about W B S N -TV  as the great 
station for holding the attention of 
children. Agency handling the buy was 
Maurice Mullay Inc., Columbus.

KWK Inc. Opens N. Y. Office
K W K  Inc. (K W K -A M -T V  St. Louis and 
W G T O  Haines City, Fla.) has opened an 
Eastern sales office at 53 E. 51st St., New 
York, N . Y ., with Jerry Danford as man­
ager. Telephone is Plaza 8-0540.

Arnold Stations Now  Operating 
W TAM  With Full New Staff
A R N O L D  Stations have assumed contro 
from Republic Broadcasting System ol 
W T A M  Decatur-Atlanta and filled all staff 
positions.

Dick Harvey has been named station man­
ager; Howard Morris sales manager; Ric 
Marcellan and Harvey Morris have been 
added to talent; Stanley Brown, chief engi­
neer, and Muriel Chamberlin is traffic di­
rector.

W T A M  will be located in the Atlanta 
Biltmore Hotel. (The station broadcasts with 
1 kw and holds a cp for 5 kw.) ■ -

Other Arnold Stations are W IN N  Louis- ' 
ville; W A L T  Tampa; W M F ! Daytona 
Beach.

KUM V-TV Begins Operation
K U M V -T V  Williston, N . D ., was scheduled 
to begin operating Saturday, using film until 
its radio relay connection with parent sta­
tion K F Y R -T V  Bismarck, N . D ., is com­
pleted. Both stations are owned by Meyer 
Broadcasting Co. The ch. 8 Williston outlet, 
which will be fed by NBC-affiliated ch. 5 
K F Y R -T V , was built through the efforts of 
almost 7,000 Williston area residents who 
raised about $450,000 and asked Meyer
Broadcasting to build and operate the sta^__,
tion. The local group also promised $20,000 f 
a year for five years to help operate the“^' 
Williston station. K U M V -T V  received its 
permit July 1956.

m .
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MORE THAN ONE MILLION HOURS IN THE MAKING...

th e  snics" ielePrompisr m o d  V  ^ .
M O D  V H L E P R O M P T E R  E Q U I P M t N T  . .  . . C O M P I E T U Y  N E W  
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H A N D  C O N T R O L S . .  I N D U S T R Y  C A M E R A  M O U N T S . . .  G R E A T E R  F L E X I B I L I T Y !
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1 0  ADVERTISERS
discovered
th e i.. .

when you
T E LL  THEM 
IN SPANISH

you
S E L L
T H E M !

Make the 573,000 
Spanish-Speaking 
Prospects in Metro­
politan Los Angeles 
YOOR CUSTOMERS

Listening Surveys and 
M arket Studies A vailab le

P À S A D E I Î A  • LOS A N G E L E S
•— 1^--—:Sy*rf'Tt—-V ~Slcttall ^

%

AR O U ND-THE-CLOCK SPANISH PROGRAMS
L.A.— RYan 1-6744 

S. F.— Broadcast Time Sales
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JOSEPH A. DONOGHUE, secretary of 
the Philadelphia Eagles football club, 
signs the paper that launches exclusive 
broadcasts on W C A U  Philadelphia for 
the seventh season. Joseph T .  Connol­
ly, radio vice president for W C A U , 
awaits his turn to sign the new three- 
year contract. The station is setting up 
an eastern regional network for the 
1957 card of six-pre-season and 12 
regular games— the entire schedule.

KGFJ, Rev. Dawkins Dispute 
To Be Revived in L. A . Courts
A L T H O U G H  they were refused an injunc­
tion against an alleged “ban” imposed by 
K G F J  Los Angeles on a broadcast by the 
Rev. Maurice A . Dawkins, the Southern 
California branches of the American Civil 
Liberties Union and the National Assn, for 
the Advancement of Colored People plan 
to fight the decision in the courts, it was re­
vealed in New York by A C L U .

The Rev. Dawkins, pastor of the People’s 
Independent Church of Christ, is chairman 
of the executive board of the Los Angeles 
N A A C P  chapter. A C L U  claimed that the 
station advised the minister he could not 
deliver such a controversial broadcast as 
his planned sermon last April on the Negro 
struggle for equal rights. A C L U  said it con­
tained “a call for passive resistance against 
segregation.” It also was charged that al­
though the minister had regularly broadcast 
weekly sermons for more than a year, after 
May 27 his sponsors had been required to 
renew their contract from week to week.

Attorneys said they would challenge the 
alleged ban under both the First and 14th 
Amendments, charging “arbitrary censor­
ship, infringement of freedom of speech and 
a breach of contract between the sponsor 
and the radio station.”

K G F J  Manager Thelma Kirchncr told 
B »T  she v/as surprised at the attempt to dig 
up the controversy again at such a late date, 
explaining that a Los Angeles superior court 
judge denied the request for an injunction 
last May and the case was dismissed in 
June. She said Conner &  Johnson Co., a 
Los Angeles mortuary, signed to sponsor the 
program as a religious show with music and 
a short sermon, but that Rev. Dawkins de­
viated from this format.

Miss Kirchner explained the mortuary 
simply let the series expire last July after

the minister resubmitted a controversial tape 
refused earlier by the station. She added that 
the minister also used the program to suc­
cessfully promote his candidacy for the 
presidency of the local N A A C P  chapter.

$150,000 Renovation Started 
On W HBF-AM -TV Establishment
A  $150,000 renovation project is under way 
in the Telco Bldg, housing W H B F -A M -T V  
Rock Island, 111., as part of the expansion 
program planned by Rock Island Broadcast­
ing Co., station officials reported last week.

Plans were announced Tuesday by Ben 
H. Potter, president, and Leslie C. Johnson, 
vice president and general manager, of the 
R o c k  Is la n d  A rg u s  properties.

Involved in the remodeling are a new 
exterior, installation of an elevator for three 
floors, location of executive and sales offices 
on the ground level, and enlarged office and 
client space on the second floor. The build­
ing will be air-conditioned and will inch’ 
exterior floodlights, with provision for fi\ 
new display windows. '

Eventually, W H B F -A M -T V  plans a build­
ing of five stories for office purposes, to be 
erected under the W H B F -T V  tower adjoin­
ing the Telco Bldg.

In announcing plans, Messrs. Potter and 
Johnson said additional space has been 
needed for some time to accomodate new 
facilities and personnel.

Co-owner of W BNS-TV Dies
E D G A R  T .  W O L F E  SR., 63, co-owner of 
the Dispatch Printing Co., which operates 
W B N S -A M -T V  Columbus, Ohio, and two 
Columbus newspapers— the C o lu m b u s  D is ­
p a tch  and the O h io  S la te  Jou rnal— died of 
of cancer Feb. 2. He had been in failing 
health for several weeks.

M r. Wolfe also was chairman of the 
board of Baneohio Corp. and headed the 
board of the Wolfe Wear-U-Well Corp., a 
shoe concern affiliated with some 1,500 shoe 
stores.

REPRESENTATIVE APPOINTMENTS
W M M N  Fairmont, W . Va., appoints George 
P. Hollingbery Co.

W BCO  Bessemer, Ala., appoints Interstate 
United Newspapers, N . Y .

STATION SHORTS

Triangle Publications Inc. (W F IL -A M -F M - 
T V  Philadelphia, W N B F -A M -F M -T V  B ing-'' 
hamton, N. Y ., W F B G -A M -T V  Altoona, 
Pa., and W N H C -A M -F M -T V  New Haven), 
radio-tv division, N . Y . office, moves to 485 
Lexington Ave. Telephone: Oxford 7-9736.

W F IL -F M  Philadelphia begins weekend pro­
gramming. Station previously operated on 
Monday through Friday schedule.

W F E A  Manchester, N . H ., has announced 
plans to swing into a fully independent opera­
tion in the near future.

W E W  St. Louis moves offices and studios 
from Hotel DeSoto to Rialto Bldg., 220 N . 
Fourth St., that city. Telephone remains: 
Chestnut 1-1921.
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: Crcrdon iíoL.endon
AU staticïis

At KLIF, we have added news headlJnes on the half-hour accordàng to  the attached 
formato Evai thou^ we are again heavily ccmmeroâalj, we fe lt  tteit we could not avoid 
adding tiiis small b it  of extra talk to serve the ikw demand for newso This is  a point 
where tíie music and news fom ula has to be flex ib le  to seive an unusual sihiatioio

I®ve ala> cut some ^ o ts  for each of you in my voice promoting your coverage o f the 
near a astern situationo

We are todsy cutting new news intros for each static«o

Saturday, Oregon State and Stanford play 8 o r  the Rose Bowio We paid $100 for the 
r l^ t s ,  plus vshat we have to pay to Western Union, and we'U. s e ll  i t  for ons hell of a 
l o t  o f mcneyo Added to which, i t  ^ ves us a complete sports exclusivec.

Ranember that coming up in December America plays in Australia to attempt to regain 
the Davis Ctçio

Be sure end fiixi out when your staticn“s birthday iso We have found tthat we can 
squeeze a thousand dollars or so out of our supplisrs for a spscial day on the occaaLoi, 
of our bir^iday-D I_cidentaLly, i t  Friday, Noveaîber 9th, and we are nine years oldo 
KLIP is  having the IxLggest niiB days in  it s  historyo We are iç> almost a thousand dollars 
a day so far over la s t  mmth, and last month was the second biggest month in our Mstoiyo

j  Again, I think there is  too l i t t le  interconnection between our stations as regards
infomationo While I realize that a ll o f us have preciouslittle time for letteiv-writirg, 
i t  seams to me that we should have better exchanges o f station breaks, gimmick 
commercial ideas, special event selling ideas, etco

Jiargaa has one h e ll o f a fine proraoticn regarding real estate that we thmnk w ill 
hypo our Januaiy and February b illin g  about twenty^five to thirty thousand dollarso You 
m i^t write him i f  you are irierestedo

Recently, we sent a l l  stations a l i s t  of the station breaks ](LlF is  presently usingc 
These are really a choice of the best f ifty  breaks from the last couple cf yearso I'm
sure you got your copy<>

Here's a station break suggestion for  the next couple of weeks: "This is  KLIF, and
KLIF nows is only seconds away firom Budapesf'o HatursúJy, you'd have about a hundred 
différant ones, using a different place car c ity  name on each cne, logo, "This i s  KLIF in 
Dallas, where Egypt is  only secoids away from KLIF news^o

By non, a ll  o f  you know tint KLIF v d ll be represented by the Jchn Blair Company 
effective January 2nd while KEIP w ill be represented Iqy Adam Young effective seme day 
likew ise KILT)o Let me also commend the giys at WRIT, whidr continues to do an outstanding 
job in h illin g .

Let's a l l  keep up the good worko And s « d  us copies o f any new ideas- 
jsaleso Any tiling good up there in Mj l̂waukea, Qene?

»program or

Gordon UcLendon

r
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TO JILL rUNAGERS:

C D

TELEGRAPH S0I3NDEK KEY AS STANDARi) OPENING 
ANNOUNCER (in  Walter V incbell»llke s ty lo ):

Another Rayeo Hollywood eolTanto Cleo Moore, 
oeai3tiful blende sta rle t, i s  apparently serious about 
rvjtming fo r  Governor o f Lotsisiana« She says that i f  
Marilyn Monroe can play "The Brothers Karaiaas:oXi« she, 
Cleo, can be Governor o f Louisiana* a »«.i «store Hollyvood 
news in a minute*«,«o«««.oStop by your favorite Hayo© 
store today, see th© new Seran^-plastic seat covers 
,« » « fo r  beauty, style asid durability , you oar.i''t beet 
Rayco»,o*for Rayoo seat covers are th© world’ s fin est 
<oe*«(sounder key again) another Rayeo iioXlywood 
ascla3 ive.»«<>St{u* Ruth Roman announced today she and 
husband Hortlaier Hall are separatin g .«,«It ’ s the third 
separation and this may be the finish.«»«keep tuned 
to ELIF tiases every day as Rayeo Seat Covers
bring you Rayeo Bollywood coIiBans.» • .Rayeo the 
fin est seat covers taonoy can bnyl

NOIE; This i s  but an example o f  the format fo r  this 
sort o f  ctHssiereial» After two days, instead ©f just 
sleeping through the coeaaercial, people w ill perk up 
their ears when that telegraph sounder opening ccates 
on. And they’ l l  have to lis ten  to th© eoHseercial to 
get Hollywood item follow ing i t .  Tlie ocegterclals 
Qould a l l  be written long in advance, likewise the 
opening and c lo se . But the c lien t would have to st^ply, 
or you well to  stq>ply, the short opening and closing 
Bollywood i t ^ s .  I f  1 were a sponsor, this is  the 
sort o f  Identlfioation  cttsmerclal I ’ d l ik e .

Gordon McLendon
(3ioL:fr

O



TO: AEL STATIONS

FROM: Gordon McLendon

DATE: April 1, 1957

( 0

Tomorrow is election day here in Texas. While statev/ide interest will 
be focused on the senatorial resuitSs there are also important local 
elections involving mayoralty and City Council campaigns. It was brought 
to my attention today that; while we at KLIF have been billboarding like 
hell on upcoming coverage of the Dallas race, we have failed utterly to 
take into consideration an extremely hot race in which local lawsuits 
have been filed in Grand Prairie. There is also, I understand, an Irving 
and Garland race. A ll of this might seem to you to be unimportant but 
it is highly important. I point out to you that all of these three towns 
and perhaps others that I don't know about, which are conducting ra ce s --  
are all in the Dallas telephone exchange. This means that these cities 
get as much credit for a Hooper call as Dallas itself. We should have 
been pointing out to those people that we will devote attention to their 
local races, thus identifying ourselves as the station to whom their loyalty 
should be affixed. We should identify ourselves in such a way as to be 
their hometown station.

1 am sending this memo to Bill Weaver and others because San Antonio, 
Houston, New Orleans and other such cities all have towns surrounding 
them into which Hooper places phone calls and in which there are fre ­
quent elections of great interest. Election should not only be covered, 
it should be billboarded thoroughly in advance. In almost all cases, 
these small towns will have weekly newspapers who will be absolutely 
delighted to cooperate in coverage for just a plug or two in return.

GBM:bp

o
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M E R i c A N  W e e k l y
. Anglers! Her^s a chart that tells you ...

^ 0  Tlie i,0 st tjjn0

P 1  catch

iO

lïVo

HAROLD K. BANKS
Are you one o f thoM fithemien who 

feel that, whenever you dunk a 
hunk o f tempting bait, if there are fiih 
down there you’re going to  get a bite? 
If you are, better diacard your braih 
optimum and hearken to Ftank A. 
Andersen o f Brookline, Massachusetts, 
a piscatorial soothsayer who claims he 
can tell you exactly when a fish will 
take your hook and when it’ll thumb its 
fins at it.

He 'derives thU in-, 
formation from hU 
Moss Psychoiofv rim s 
Tablet, hour-hy-hour 
charts showing “ up­
trends” and “down­
trends’’ based «a  more 
than 2,000,000 correla­
tions o f moon time, 
earth time and stock- 
market price changes 
over a period o f 17 
years.

Last December The 
American Weekly re- 
c o u n t e d  s o m e  o f  
Andersen’s successful 
prophecies —  the 19S2 
Presidential election,
Russia’s entry into 
World War n ,  Japan’s 
capitulation and the 
1948 decline o f com-’ 
modlty prices.

Now the f o r m e r  
stock broker U laying 
hU r e p u t a t i o n  for 
prophecy right on ths 
line by presenting to 
readers o f The A -ier- icAli >\ eSlKTy TÍ.«
’ ’When - to -G o - FUMlig 
Time Table“  for the 
eight days.from  June 
3rd —  today —  through 
June 10th, next Sunday.

Andersen’s fisher­
men clients say that 
he’s right 89 per cent o f the time.

A  hunch prompted Andersen to try 
Ids time tables—originally designed as 
stock market guides—on fiah. In late 
August o f 1947, at Sefaogo Lake in 
Maine, he noticed that the time table 
for the next day showed' an “ iqitrend” 
starting at 7. A  m. He urged 
a Mend, a fishing enthusi­
ast, to try ids luck then.

T f a  too late la tho as»* 
son,“  the friend said. But

WNIN-TO-*0-PISNIN« TIMI TAMJ 
Fra« JsM 1 difu sb JwM 10, 1414 

N O n i  th is  tsMs U  bass« sa hastwa

and a  half ahead o f time. At 7:1S ». m., 
the friend later wrote Andersen, the 
snudl-mouth bUck bass "started to 
strike and adthin SO minutes I had a 
catch o f four pretty good ones."

He gave fo m e r  heavyweight champ 
Jack Sharkey an hour-by-hour guide 
and Sharkey reported delightedly; “It 
worked!”

A florist friend, Joel Quint, tried the 
chart r e l u c t a n t l y .  
“W owl“  was his reac­
tion. “At first I thought 
it was a Joke.. Now I 
wouldn’t wet a Une 
w i t h o u t  consulting

BarMgM Savtag'TlaM Hist floara sat 
y  sor Issal Us h  ̂ UU b  a M  sas haar.

BON.
d /t

U M  AM—* PM =  F  
* PM —MID. =  I T

MON.
t /4

U :*1A M —7 AM =  P 
7 AM—S PM =  O 
• PM— BOD. =  p r

TOB.
g/S

U M I A M —8 AM =  NO 
8 AM—SPM  =  P 
*P M —M m  =  r a

WBD.
S /t

U lI lA M —7AM  =  P 
7AM—8 P M 3 P F  
8 PM—M m  =  r

m o .
t /7

UI81A88—SPM  =  P 
SPM —M 1 D .Z P

FBL
S/S .

SAT. I818I 8M.. 8 8M =  TQ 
8 AM—8 P M s p  
SPM — M m . =  r

0/10

Fo—rair «S ssso

Aêàmm UftmlirtM. Imw IpmMm, U§m.

A large seafood firm 
tested A n d e r s e n ’ s 
tables arith its fishing 
trawlers for 11 weeks 
and fouiHl them 93 per 
cent correct. Miasis- 
s i p p I catfishermen.
working on Andersen’s 
time tables, reported 
they "astouiMled the 
old river men with 
‘our’  knowledge about 
when to drop a line.”  
A  Mfisoonsia fisherman 
caught 31 fish on one 
o f his “uptrend”  pre- 
dictlons addle his dis- 
belisving companions 
beat the bullrushes 
without any luck on 
one o f his “down­
trends.”  From loara, 
Oregon, Virginia, CaU- 
forrdA Louisiana^— 
even fiom  the I%lUp- 
pitws —  eoMe glowing 
reports o f fuU creels 
on “Andersen time.”

I f  in the next eight 
days you fe d  the urge 
to match wits with any 
type o f fish whatever, 

this Andersen time table is devised espe­
cially for your benefit ’IIm  American 
Weakly cannot guarantse that the fish 
arlll cooperate but Andersen feels sure 
you won’t be disappointed. Maybe you'd 
like to let us know how you and the 
fish made o u t  If so . ,

F T — Fair m  psw

▼F-wV«t7 pMTrr—Vmv to teir

he aras On the lake SS hour

^  The SporM Ed:*or. Amgricdn Wenkly,

u  y n i . r  S - . . *  Y . . .  7 N Y :t ’ o K . . '



K L I F
M E M O R A N D U M

C ^ O : Gordon McL«ndon
FROM: Dave Mühlstein
SUBJECT: non-coninercial newscasts

DATE: J ’ Jn e  3, 1957

Edd Routt has cone up with a gimmick he heard on a Lubbock station 
during the weekend.

I think we have had public service sponsorship of weather and 
newscasts by communit3'’ chest, red cross and etc. -S-h,l.'.'t
Instead of these agencies, vhiy not give sponsorship to various 
departments of local government; police, fire, water, health, 
sanitation, sherrff s office, etc., allowing these agencies to 
use safety copy, collection infcrnation, health advice, etc.?



TO: KLIF DISC J’S
FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN

mx 16 „ 1957

SAVING LOCAL NEWS STORISSc««o. .Al® ETCc

o

o

FOR SOME REASON OR ANOTHERj LOCAL NEWS STORIES USED BY THE 
NIGHT STAFF ARE NOT AJilAYS BEING SAVED FOR THE MORNING MANo 
SOMEWHERE THEY ARE LOST IN THE SHUFFLE» IT HAPTENS OFTEN 
ENOUGH TO BE H4BARRASING» T H I S  INCLUDES NOT ONLY STORIES 
THAT THE NIGHT DJ WRITES (AND HE SHOULD TAKE NOTES * LEGIBLE 
NOTES j THAT IS^ FOR Ti-i£ MORNING MAN TO WORK FROM) BUT ALSO 
INCLUDES STORIES T5i\T 'fKE NEW/SFlAN LEAVES FOR THE NIGHT DJ-s

ALSO, IT IS IMPORTANT TxHAT THE NIGHT DJ DO ANO'JH ER THING 
THAT HAS BEEN IGNOREDo THAT IS, BATE ALL LOCAL AI® STATE 
COPY THAT IS READ» THIS INCLUDES THE BALL SCORESc
A PJUMINDER TO WH^IvER READS THE SIX A »Me NEWS: NIGHT

BAI® SCORES, AMERICAN, NATIONAL AND TEXAS LEAGUE, ARE TO 
BE READ ON THE SIX A»M» NEV/S« PLEASE READ MEMO ON HOW TO 
READ TIE SCORES.

ALSO, RFM̂ jviBER TO USE DATELINESg CITIES, NOT STATES.
jeOMES NOfJ A BRIEF NOTE FOR ''iHE SUNDAY MORNING MAN. PLEASE DO
NOT READ ALL THE STORIES ON fflE STATE SPLIT JUST BECAUSE 'niEY
ARE LOCALo BY EIGHT OR NINE O’CLOCK THESE STORIES, FOR THEMSX
MOST PART ARE NOTHING MORS IHAN RE--WRITS OF THE MORNING PAPER..,.
AND THE RE-WRITE ON THE SUI®AY A.M. SHIFT IS WJCKX WEAK ENOUGH TO
SOUND JUST LIKE YOU ARE READING IT OUT OF THE PAPER YOIKSELF,
THIS IS A CRITICISM T U h l  HAS COME FROM MANY SOURCES WH01\ACTUAIJ.Y
ARE UI®ER THE IMPRESSION YOU ARE COPYING STORIES FROM fflE t'APERSc
IN HOST INSTANCES, THESE ARE '»LAST NIGilT STORIES," ANYV/AY, YOU
MIGHT TOUGH LIGHTLY THE MOST IMPORTANT, BUT UNLESS YOU HAVE HEW 
ANGLE, BE LEARY OF 1403T OF THEM.
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TO;

FROM:

DATE:

ALL MANAGERS 
PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
MANAGING EDITORS

Gordon McLendon

August 23, 1957

<!/

Henceforth we wish to institute on every newscast, with the exception 
of the 5:00 and 6:00 PM newscasts, a feature at the very end of the 
newscast, just before the weather.

At this point, we will say "and now another look at the top story of 
the hour, "  Herein give a brief repeat of what you consider the 
number one news story on that newscast. It will probably have been 
your lead story.

A second innovation on our newscasts will be on the 5:00 and 6:00 PM 
editions. As Dave Mühlstein has pointed out, on our 5:00 and 6:00 PM 
newscasts, we not only try to have the latest top news but we also try 
to include top news stories of the day that may have occurred diiring 
the morning and afternoon but have been dropped on subsequent news­
casts because.of lack of new details. These stories have been bled 
white but we want to get them on the air again during the driving period. 
They are no longer news to sustained audience but certainly a re to those 
who have been at work all day. Therefore, henceforth on our 5 and 6 PM 
newscasts, w.e will close these newscasts with the following line:
"and now a review of earlier news stories on KLIF today."  This will 
be followed with a 3 0 -second report of stories dropped from the 5 and 
6 PM newscasts because of timeliness or lack of it but heard earlier 
in the day.

All stations please comply.

GBM:bp
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o
TOs ALL DJ»S 

FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN

RE: . MOBILE AND TELEPHONE NEÄ/S REî ORTS

Whai more than one mobile or telephone report i s  
broadcast in a s in ^ e  hour, i t  i s  NOT necessary to repeat the 
commercial« Howeverj be sure to Ĵse the appropriate open and 
close«

When the dj on duty covers a story by i^one and gets 
an on°the=-air interview  pertaining t© a news events ^ v e  telephone 
open and c lo se  and conmercialo I f  i t ’ s a newsworthy intorviewg l e t ’ s 
draw attention  to it  and get cred it f o r  i t o

Be sure and include infornation on next newscast^ and 
leave note fo r  newsman so that he can indudo in fo  that ” Joe Blob 
told  KlIF listen ersoooo”

»0=0-0-0-=0<=0-0»0»0~0-0-=0-=0==

0

% .

TO: MILKMAN DJ
FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN AND LARRY MONROE

RE: HOÜRLY BEAT CK ECK
The night dj i s  responsible for hourly checks with 

the p o lice  and ä i e r i f f ’ s dispatchers® These ca lls  must be made 
without fa ilg  every hour® There is no reason fo r  KLIF to miss a 
fa ta l accident or f i r e  in itìiich liv e s  or lostg  or any other major 
news story just becavise i t  happens after raidni^t when there is  
no newsman on duty® Since it  i s  not p ra ctica l to re ly  on scources 
to  c a ll  without f a i l  during these hours^ i t  f a l l s  on the night dj 
to  protect us® I t  goes without saying that the jo ck ’ s show w il l  be 
that much more in teresting with the added coverage o f  vhat’ s going 
on®

The two nunhers to  c a ll  are;

Polices RI«’2=’2if31
Sheriffs  RI- 7=3641 (ask for dispatch)

I f  i t  looks too  b ig  to handle by phone, and you need 
help , ca ll  a newsman® Yoia* attention  is  ca lled  to the memo posted 
in ttie newsro«wn l is t in g  home phone nxunbers of the mobile newsmen, 
arri a ls o , a quick check phone l i s t  for covering a major news item, 
or any news item involvirg disaster®

Above a l l ,  when in  doubt, don’ t  le t  a story  die® I f  
you need help , ca ll  a newsman®



USE OF INTERNATIONAL NEWS SERVICE

f o

I •

Following is a list  of the good features available on INS» Others have 
some good m aterial but you can really use the following:

Hollywood, by Louella Parsons. ’'T h is m oves seven days a 
w eek--one day in advance. Usually m oves in the AM early 
and if you use good bits o f it, with proper credit, you can 
effectively kill the afternoon newspaper's use.

Baering Down on the News, by Bugs Baer. Moves seven 
days a week, two days in advance. Good quip m aterial.

Hollywood, by Louella Parsons. This is a Sunday only 
feature and is m ailed to I^B subscribers at least a week in 
advance.

Broadway B oxscore, by INS staffers. Moves Friday night.

Weekly Business Review by Theodore Koslow. M oves Friday 
night for weekend use.

Radio and TV, by Jack O 'Brian. Moves Thursday night.

i n*
..

Q s
MCLENDON IN V ES TM EN T CORPORATION

DAVE MUHI..-: DATE. July 9, 1957

SUBJECT.

DALE DRAKE, BILI  ̂ , aiKQ'.)W

UBQR DAY TR/JTXC

FOLLOWING THE LEAD OF KTSA*S FOURTH OF JULY TRAFFIC WARNINGS,
I HAVE CONTACTED BOTH CITY irOLICE AND SHERIFF BILL DEChER aND 
THEY ARE GATHERING DATA FROM THEIR FILES OVER THE FAST EICWT TO 
TEN YEARS ON MAJOR ACCIDENTS INVOLVING BOTH SERIOUS INJURIES AID 
FATALITIES DURING LABOR DAY WEEKENDS IN DALLAS COUNTY AND Ci.TY.

WE SH0U1»D HAVE THIS MTERIAL WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE HOUDAY FOR 
BROADCAST AT THAT TIME.





c

(¡3)

Gordon:

I realize the attached memo to the newsmen is too long and 
in parts too wordy for everyday consumption...but these memos, 
lumped with others, serve as supplemental policy books for new­
comers to the newsroom. So we put a lot of explanation into them.
At any rate, I wanted you to know I was, or am, well aware we 
need some shaping. Perhaps I am too close to it at times, but 
again, I haven’t been away fiom it, usually seven days a week, 
since August of 1955. And having observed your schedule I 
know you know what I mean.
Back to the issue: We will improve.
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TO; ALL NMSI-iEN 
FROM; DAVE MUHLDTEIN NOVEI'fflER 28 „ 1957

( j

It is time we had a critique5 with an honest evaliaation of our 
news operationo Generally speakingg we are doirg a good jobj but 
we are a long way from doing an "excellent” jobo To be brutally 
frankj there never has been an excellent job done in our nevis 
departments when we pick up ’the pace in one facets we slack in 
anothero And this is not just because of a lack of personnelo
No one can criticize us fcr lack of hard isork oooobut they can 
criticize us for lack of perspective and planningo It is not the 
duty of the News Director to guide the staff through each motiono 
What we need to do is think m t h  a common goalo Most of the time 
our- teamvjork is excellent g but there are times when it lacks a lot 
of though to
Partof our difficulty has been in our zealousness not to miss the 
routineooooand as we a3.1 are awareooowith a staff our sizsooothe 
routine can gobble precious time like a sponge soaks watero
Howeverj here again vie h^ve a habit of spinning our wheels and 
losing perspectiveo 
angleso

Let®s break it down and look at some of the

THE LOCAL ANGLE'=>'-=-First of allj let’s look at it in i-elation to 
national storieso A prime example would be the Eisenhov;er illnesso 
What did the KLIF newsroom do to localize this storyooo(or even to 
make it more interesting)? As far as I’m concerned we could have 
done just as v e i l  by lettiiig the dj’s staff our newsroomo And» I’m 
certain our listeners were better entertained if they tuned elsev;hereo 
Orj, at least they didn’t miss anything if they tuned elsewhere,. The 
other stations v/ere reading the m r e  alsOo Our listeners deserve 
better treatmento The reason they listen to KLIF news is because 
they expect more than they’ll get on any other stationo

If we did nothing elseg we should have called one of the offic ers 
on the local stock exchangaoo oOr one of the leading brokerso These 
contacts are not strargers to uso We have called them many times in 
the pasto V/hat makes it particularly sad on this occasion is that 
it was such an obvious move on our partooobut vje didn’to It is old 
hat now that the stock market reacts to any bad nevis about the health 
of the president o How much reaction in comparison to his 1955 
heart attackg his June 195^ upset stomach or his stubborn cough of 
February of this year is a question evei*y listener will want to kno\i 
abouto Even those who don't play the stock marketoooand the number 
that do is amazingo

oWhat about the medical angleo Here again we could have gotten a 
local angleo The classified section of the telephone book is loaded 
with the names of doctors listed by catagories according
to their specialtieso Enough information was available on the wire 
for a local doctor to comment at least on whether or not Ike’s
condition could be seriousj 
his ag6g and so ono

(MORE)

if the affliction is common to person’s
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d ^
_I am dead set against ’’man on the street” interviews in a case 

like this (fcr radio) unless v i e can qualify the person being interviewed 
as either an expert (such as a stock broker or doctor) or someone 
directly affected by the news (and this definite tie^'in relationship 
must be shown in the interview as the reason for the interview)o

Another person who should have been contacted immediately for 
comment is the local Republican congressmano It would have been 
highly interesting to hear his answer to the quest!on| ”Do you think 
the President should step down because of his health continually 
throwing the country into a dither?” And5 what about the Demo's?
What about a national interview? We'll spend time and raoney chasing 

down an BO^dollar robbery north of Garlandooowhich is good from the 
local point of view and makes us sound smack on the bailoooUnd eve'll 
go so far as to call Alamagordo to contact a man who savr a flying 
sauceroooT,-jhich still puts us on the balloooobut we won’t even attempt 
to call the president's physiciano Andg believe it or not he is 
available f o r  oommento
All this leads us to one major excuses the man in the nevisroom 

doesn’t have enough time to do all thisj especial3.y when local news 
is breaking all over the terrains This is vjhere oneness of purpose 
comes ino In the first place^ v i e usually have a man at or around 
city hallo In the afternoon two shifts overlap in the newsroom for 
a period of two hourso Suppose during the day shift you get a story 
that demands a lot of attentionj why can't you call the man at 
city hall and ask him to make your checks for you» or ask him to 
chase down the accident storyg or so on© In other words, let's seise 
the initiativeo The editor on duty is the editor on duty© It is 
up to him to decide the news fare that gets aired© If time lets him 
work on only one story at the moment, decide which can best be handled 
from the newsroom (taking into consideration that you will want to 
record details or interviews from one of the stories and that in 
the interest of time or expediency the neî rsroom rai^t be best to 
handle it by phone for tapingo The man in the field can handle the 
story that needs no tapingoo©unless of course it is a story \diere he 
needs go to the scene)o

This seising of the initiative by the editor on duty is no small 
task and is not to be overlookedo Let's take another exarapleo In 
this story we came out all right, but we nearly didn't©©©and for no 
apparant reason©

The story was the announcement that the Dallas Eagles vjere being put 
up for sale© The story came into the newsroom from the Eagles' pr ma® 
just before the noon cast© This is a helluva storySH Attendance 
notwithstanding, minor league baseball is dear to the hearts of a lot 
of people who -̂iouldn’t go across the street to see a game because they 
can hear or see one via tv or radio©©©or for numerous other reasons 
that every sports fan will debate©

(MORE)

1
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leihen the story came into the newsroomj the first thing the editor 
on duty should have dcsie was ask the pr man if any of the club 
officials vfere available for comment o As it turned out5 the pr man 
didn’t even volunteer the information a press conference was scheduled 
at 2pmo The editor did not afek for any information in addition to 
the handoutoo ooVihich again puts us in the realm of every other station 
in towno

The editor then attempted to call team officials but could not 
find the listing in the telephone booko SO5 he called the league 
headquarterSo it v̂ as there that he found out a press conference 
had been scheduled at Burnett Fieldo He still did not come up with 
the number of Burnett Fieldoo o t o  at least try to beat the packj press 
conference or nOo Let the man on the other end tell you he would 
rather wait until the press conferenceo

The editor on duty found ®ut about the press conference sometime 
prior to his one o’clock newso We are certain about the tine because 
vihile he was on the news he received a call notifying him officially 
that there was to be a press c nferenceo

At one“25i) the man at the courthouse called in to check on another 
story and was told about the press conferenceo No attempt had been 
made to notify either of the two beat men prior to thisj although the 
editor knew the exact vfhereabouts at that time of the beat man at 
city hallo
At two o’clockji the courthouse man was scheduled to cover a hiaaring 

involving a prominent insurance executive (former) and an attempt to 
throw a bit of malicious scandal at a member of the da’s officeo The 
city hall man. had scheduled an ai-pointment with a city official for 
a feature story involving the year’s entire operationo Here was where 
perspective comes into pla3?’o It was not the editor on dutii" v;ho made 
the decision as to which story he wanted covered and which scrapped 
for the momento It had to come from the courthouse manoooV/ho in turn 
had to go into an explanation to the city ma.n that this was more 
important than the year-end interview at the momento
We finally got our intervie^'JSoooand they were good oneso But v/hy 

such a hectic8 time-consuming approach?
I ’ve gone over details of this s^ep-by-stepj not to be picayunishg 

but for purposes of analjrsiSo Certainly we don't go about every_ 
story in this manner^ but v;e do enough of them often enough to miss 
the beat on occasiono o oand on others to irritate our ulcerso

Another story that deserves brief analysis is the Garland Council 
move requirirg registration of all groups in the city when requested 
to do so by officials§^§hile Sputnik travels overhead perhaps one of 
the biggest stories among earthlings is integrationo In addition^ awy 
move^ to unionize 3abor in the Dallas area is of huge consequenceo 
Sure 8 we got the Garland story on the airooobut in attempting to get 
interviews8 o r  follow through we fell flat on our faceso

(MORE)
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IT IS ABSOLUTELY IfiPERATIVE THAT EACH MEVJSMAN HAS READ THE RARER 
BEFORE HE CORiES ON DUTYo You must know what is going oH j, not only- 
in Dallasg but all o-ver the globeo At least one member of our staff 
is well-informed about national military developmentSj but is ex-fcremely 
vague about v;hat’s happening in city politicso In his lack of 
informations he not alone» I ’m afraido
We read the nevispaper not only ho find out vdiat we missedj but to 

figure out a new angle« ooAND FOR BABKGROUND TO STORIES THAT M Y  HAVE 
A LOCAL ANGLE THAT HAS NOT BEEN MWTIONED IN TFIE PARERo We do not 
depend on -the paper for our source^ but it is common sense to check 
the competition and also in this víáy to di eck what the other wire 
service has that ours have missed.;
In this matter of nevrspapersi't also is important to clip futureSoooo 

ando oo even mere important to note stories 'that are obviously pr 
ha rd outSo o obut about vh ich we have not been tipx-edo There are many 
groups that go to the newspapers \rithout -bh inkix^ of radio and we want 
to bug them as they come a longo

It also is important to keep ui- the fíatui-es book (ray desk calendar) g 
and to check it before each shift to see î hat the schedxaled fare iSo

ONCE AGAINp BRIEFLY, MiOffiER CIMmNT ON THE LOCAL ANGLE.=— Today 
is Thaiksgiving Dayo The state legislature has been in special session.; 
Yetg not one newsman has even th:)u^t to call Joe Rool, \’hose bill 
on registration of the NAAGP meabership lists is big news at the momento

This goes back to being v/ell-informedo
Back to the matter of nevispapersg the morning editor should have the 

morning paper dipped and filed before his fiml newscasto The day 
man should have read the paper before he came to work and should see 
that he gets tte afternoon pap^r the minute its delivered to the front 
desko It should be scanned iriaediatelyo If we have missed a story5, 
there is no reason ttet by the time, the Herald gets its copies to its 
readers we cannot have develoi-sd angles way ahead of the original 
storyoooHiald-ng theirs seem lil;e old hat by the time its read©

The men on the beat usually can get hold of a paper earlier0o«and 
also should scan rapidlyg not. only to check >hat they iaay have raissedg 
and angles that they i¡ay be .-ible to develop on the beato« »but also to 
notify the newsroom of anylhirg tliat looks good and to check to see 
if we have ito This is good businessoooand speed is essenceo Let’s 
see no more of the paper sifting untouched for fourg five or more hourso

IN THE RATTER OF FOLLOifj-UP— Alviays look to the latest angle or 
possible developraento Never approach a rBwj story the same way it's 
already been reported« If tl;.e President dies«««no matter how toudiirg 
is the concise wire story thit will run several times váth the leado«« 
'’The President is dead« o«Let-’s jump ahead of tiiems "The full áaodc 
of President Eisenhower’s death is just beginning to be felt”«0«etc«
You get the idea^ I’m certaiiu««of what to do on updating stcrieso

(MOKE)
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This system of follovj=>up also shows itself in interviewsoo .with the 
type of questions you asko Do not ask the man to repeat what already 
is old hatoooOr what you already haveo Ask him something nevJo The 
exceptionj, of ooursej is x^hen you want to dress up a newscastj the 
subject has absolutely nothing moneto sayoooand you think it xiould 
enhance the cast to have the man®s ovm voice give the punch lineo
Here againj keep it extremely bi-iefo You can do this by by briefly 
telling most of it in your ovsi storyooothen x h introducing yom’ 
insert by saying oooo”as to monkeys iiaving anything to do viith the 
Republicansooothe Senator tossed this barb during his interview by 
KLIF"ooo(tape insert)
Always be sure to tag it then with an identity; "And that’s h o v i  

Senator Smiths interview viith' KLIF earlier todays summed up
the United States’ lag in the missies raceo"
WHAT'S WRONG WITH OUR NEV/SGÀSTS; I have been informed they seem to 
lack sparkleo This caught me flat at firstj since 'we have gone over 
this thing a million timesooooand it vrould seem we couldn’t miss if 
we followed the ruleso I have been listening with a mor*e critical 
ear as of late and talee the blame for letting certain things slip byo
For instances Fidler may be newsj but he certainly isn't startling 
newsoooand he's \Mi1ài us all the timeo SOj let's not hear Fidler as 
the third of fourth item on the news as I've heard quite a bit latelyo 
If the cast is sponsoreds put Fidler after the commercialo its This 
holds true commercial or not; Fidler comes near the tail of the casto
Stock quotationSg unless that's a lead items also come at the tailj 
just before the weathero Andj while we're at it , lets not ignore local 
business itemso But let's not go overboard as 1 heard the other night 
and give the most minute details of a stock dividend storyo It's 
enou^ to say only that Temco aircraft has declared another quarterlyAnds unless it's

_ _ on a nexvseasto
Republic National Bank story v/as a much better

dividendootheir lóth consecutive since organisationo 
a fabulous storyoodt does not go as the third story 
As far as that goesooothe
storyoobut v;e didn't even botiier with it until the actual vote on 
enlargement of assets was takenoooand then I had to insist on ito
Let's remember to make up the newscast as though it were the front page 

each story screaming for
don’t viant newscasts made up on a geographical basisooo.

of a highly interesting tabloidooowith 
attentiono Vie don'ibut on a basis of importance of eadli individual storyo And tie stories 
togetheroooevai though YOU MAKE IH13I SEPARATE STORIESo You can most 
effectively do this with a lead-line before the dateline«opunching 
the dateline with pauses for effect« I.E.g Dallas— (And here you give 
brief but purple details of a local rape)« Then,.«after slight pause«oo 
"Dallas is not alone in its story of a lurid sex crime tonight (pause)o. 
New York««(pauseI"
SOj let's vfork on it« Not so many draggy details«««and better stories« 
At least make the ones you use sound inters sting« o .not as though you 
have the time to fill and you'll do it as painlessly as possibles’̂ MID 
LET'S HAKE SOI® STORIES SHORTER«

(MOltE:
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BILLBOARDS-^^If you do not know what billboards are at thds late datej, 
please refer to the policy bookj encased in a black cover and filed 
in the metal cabinet near my desko Billboards are a valuable 
promotion and every newsman should be on the alert to use thsno
A good for instance is when you get an advance on a storyj such as 
the UP All-American pigskin lineupo The story will move anyv/here 
from six hours to one day ahead of timeo So, you start talking about 
it by means of bill boar ding«, if you have the storyj you scan it for 
selling pointSo The very fact that it is an all'=>araerican list will 
be only part of your selling pointo You can’t tell your listeners tiiat 
A and M ’s Crow made first teamo That is j you can’t tell them ahead 
of the release timeo But you can tell tlBm that the mid^vjest dominates 
the selectionooothat only one southwest conference player made the 
first s^ado0 0othat only one school in the southwest conference was 
honored in tlis first teamooothat the team contains a sophomore (which 
\idll make them wonder if by miracle SMU placed a raan)o
In other wordsj you write two or three short billboardsoo opointing to 
the fact that KLIF will have the s t o r y  on the six o’clock newsooor 
whatever it isooothe next dayoooOr that afternoono -i%ke sure the 
billboard is used continually all that timeo It’s even good sometimes 
to read 'bhe billboard from the news centero
If you are hazy on billboards© o oPLEASE READ THE POLICY BOOK IMILiDlATELYo
You also can use billboards to point up a hot interview that you know 
you are protected onoooat least until you get your story on the airoco 
or sM on any major interest announcemento
You can also use a billboard to mke KLIF sound like the authority on 
vihat otherwise is a routine story © Such as when they were announcing 
ahead of time vihat time the next medical bulletin on Ike vrould be_ 
forthcoming© We could have said© © © "Unless the situation
has gravely changed^ KLIF will bring you the next medical bulletin on 
the condition of President Eisenhovier at six pom©"
People would automatically listen to KLIFp even if they could get the 
same information from every other station in town© © ©BECAUSE THEY VJEHE 
CERTAIN WE WOJLD HAVE IT© WE HAD TOLD THEM SO©
You even mention this type billboard on your news© Remembers like the 
headline writer and the makeup man in the newspapers we are selling 
our news©
FINALLY--==Let’s take our assignments v/ith regard to filing and building 
up a source file to heart© We now have between ¿¡-OO and 500 names on 
files but we are far from completes and each of you knovis the valuable 
tine that can be saved v/hen the cards are already there© Never
make a contact that you don’t immediately afterward check to see if a 
card is on file© ©.and if not ©©that you don’t irar.iediately file one©
Enuf for now© If you’ve waded throu^ this» you know what we want©

af
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RADIO STATION KLIF 
2104 Jackson Street 
Dallas, Texas 
RIvei-side 2-7121

FOR IMiWEDIATE RELEASE! —

k

DALLAS— Dallas v«as struck by a tornado 4s40 PM 

Tuesday, April 2ndo KLIF Mobile News Units reported d irect from the fringe area of 

the tornado, describing the tornado as i t  roared along. KLIF was called by numerous 

radio station from a ll over the United States for reports o f the tornado, knowing 

that our on-the-spot coverage would be ’che best information available.

KLIF gave special reports to the following stations:

Wi/VDC Washington, D. C.
KXYZ Houston, Texas
KTSA San Antonio, Texas
KILN Denver, Colorado
KELP El Paso, Texas
KHB Wichita, Kansas
WFBR Ba 11 imore, PiU.
Texas State Network 
KMPC Hollywood

KhDE Monroe, La.
KINKl Seattle, Washington
KTBB Tyler, Texas
V®XB Chattanooga, Tenn.

WACO Waco, Texas
V/NOE New Or lean, La.
KCjiiK Albuquex'que, N. Mexico
WCUE Akron, Ohio

Amarillo, Texas 
KFJZ Fort Worth. Texas

1

KLIF was praised by the Christian Science Ptonitor for 

the outstanding public service job o f a ll Dallas radio and television  stations during 

the tornado for its  on-the-scena warnings of the tornadoes progress, enabling the 

listeners to get out of the path. It  said that casualty l is t s  were undoubtedly kept 

at a minimum because o f the broadcast warnings by KLIF,



T T o a l  lioT'ciori McL,«naOii "
Tos All Station f-ianagers, Sales Managers

While I ’ m thinking about its  want to  ca ll youra attention again to 
a way o f  s a t ia t in g  the demand o f national advertiaers f o r  merchandisingo 

'kx More and More, requests fo r  merd»andising are being made a part- o f  
requests from national ageicieso

In addition to the regular j|umbo card mailings that most o f you o ffe r , 
guarantee then that they w il l  be featured on certain weeks csi our "news 
answering service" o Obviously, we are ju s t  that “ -rece iv in g  hundreds o f 

ca lls  each we^ fo r  sports score news, news o f crashes, news o f  al3. s o r ts , 
as w ell as record requestso It is  valuable to any national clIAent for 
th is answering se iT ice  to feature an answer such as "This is  KlIF New«“ “  \ 
Try Turtle Wax", or "This is KLIF News—have you read th is  week’ s LIFE?" 1

It might be good i f  a l l  o f you would n otify  your H-R o f f ic e s  o f  the 
a v a ila b ility  o f  th is  typ « o f merchandising to a l l  worthvrtiile c l  lent So 
F all*  sales pitches are now tindeirway and some o f  the H-R people may want 
to incorporate th is  into t h » r  pitches»

om

K n - T  C .

WEATHER

Cloudy -  Windy 
Cool

Hi^h Today -  39 
Low fo n i  hb- 28

L AS T  M i N U T E  H E A D L I N E S
DIRECT PROM

RADIO STATION WJJD

The
STiiK DiiLE SHOW 

’"^onday -  Friday 

6 i00  t o  9:00RT

NOO"' W /S  -  TfONuAY -  A.e-RIL 6, 1957

................  Touhy who has spent alm ost h a l f  h is  l i f e  in  p r ison  makes a dram atic
b id  f o r  fre -dora . His fa m ily  w i l l  present h is  p e t i t io n  fo r  r e le a se  at a 
paro le  board h earin ^ . I t  w i l l  ba he f i r s t  time the fam ily  have revea led  
them selves t o  the p u b lic .

J3T 0’ 3,KAI'JSAS. Gusts û , t o  50mph were whip in̂  ̂ the snow in to  hu e d r i f t s  at the towns o f  
L iv e ra l and Jet-.ora , and now has moved in to  Texai & Oklahoma Panhandles.

: AiIONS C.'iairOL Former ^-.ssistant Defense S ecreta ry  R obert Ross and h is  w ife  ■’' / i l l  aooear 
b e fo re  a house ¿roup f o r  q u estion in g  on 20 m il l io n  d o lla r s  in  . ovemment 
c o n tra c ts  re ce iv e d  b̂  R oss ' fam ily..

CAIRO. B ^ p t  has la ced  i t s  armed fo r c e s  in  a f u l l - s c a l e  a lert^  a a re n tlv  
because I s r a e l  s ;:id  i t  would send a sh ip  th ru  -¿he Suez C -n a i.

J3RUSALEH..............  I s r a e l  f e e l s  such c t io n  is  unwarranted by E .y p t . They say they  have no
in te n t io n  o f  shootin^, th e^r ivâ  thru : he canal*.

NICE, FRANCE.... P rince A ly  Kahn has been c a l ’ed bo the oedside o f  h is  fa th e r  -  The Aea 
Kahn. The 80 year o ld  ’ ’Moslem Leader i s  s e r io u s ly  i l l .

NEWS ON THE AIR EVERY HALF HOUR TO KEEP YOU AHEAD OF THE HEADLINES
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s All Station imagers. Sales Managers

While I*m thinking about it »  want to  ca ll youra attention again to 
a way o f  s a t ia t in g  the danand o f national advertisers f o r  merchandisingo 
More and Uor«s requests fo r  merdiandising are being mad« a part  ̂ o f/ AUVX t t l l U  iUUX w  j  4 v (^ U C30 v 89 J> V X XUO X I

^  requests from naticnal agm cies«

In addition to the regular jfumbo card mailings that most o f you o ffe r j 
guarantss them that they w il l  be featured on certain weeks on our "news 
answering service"o Obviously, we are ju s t  that—»receiving hundreds o f 

ca lls  each we^ fo r  sports score news, news o f crashes, news o f  a l l  s o r ts , 
as w ell as record r e q u e s t s I t  is  valuable to any national c lie n t for 
th is answering serv ice  to feature an answer such as "This is  KLIP New«—’ i 
Try Turtle Wax", or "This is KLIP News—have you read th is  week^s LIPS?" 1

It might be good i f  a l l  o f you would n otify  your H«»R o f f ic e s  o f  the 
a v a ila b ility  o f  th is  type o f merchandising to a l l  worth^diile c l  lent So 
F all*  sales pitches are new iinderway and some o f  the H«R people may want 
to incorporate th is  into their pitcheso

GHM

HEAR THE HIT TUNES AND 1 HE BEST IN MUSIC AT 
1160 ON YOm t RADIO

CHICAGO’S MOST POPULAR STATION FOR NEWS & MUSIC

CY NELSON-------------------------- --------------------------  6 :00  A.M.
CARL WARNER-------------------------------------------------  9t00 A.M.
SID ROBERTS------------------------------------------------- 11 ¡00. A.M.
CARL WARNER------------------------------------------—  12iOO ,NOON
TOP FORTY WITH DEL CLARK-’---------- — ---------  2 :0 0  P.M.

SATURDAY SERENADE--------------------------- _ 6 :30  A.M,
SUNDAY SERENADE---------------------------------- —  12:00 NOON

' p lus

NEWS EVERY HALF HOUR TO KEEP YOU AHEAD OF THE
HEADLINES

WJJD— WHERE YOU ARE NEVER MORE THAN FIVE MINUTES AW AY FROM MUSIC! MUSIC! MUSIC!
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Tos All Station fianagers^ Sales Managers

While I’m thinking about it a want to call youra attention again fco 
a way of satiaftring the desnand of national advertisers for merchandiaingQ 

More, requests for raerdiandising are being made a part- of 
requests from national ageicieso

In addition to the regular ^umbo card mailings that most of you offer, 
guarantee them that they will be featured on certain weeks on cur "news 
answering service"o Obviously, we are just that-“receiving hundreds of 
calls each week for sports score news, news of crashes, news of all sorts, 
as well as record requests^ It is valuable to any nat?„onal client for 
this answering seinrice to feature an answer such as "This is KLIF Newe—  i 
Try Turtle Wax", or "This is KLIF News— have you read this week’s LIFE?" I

It might be good if all of you would notify your H-R offices of the 
availability of this type of merchandising to all worthvrtiile cli^tso 
Pall* sales pitches are new underway and some of the H-R peoplje may want 
to incorporate this into th^r pitches»

GBM

This tiling sounds big to a national timebuyer, so don’t overlook 
it because, being on the spot, you think it is small, I personally think it is a '%'aluable ser'^ice.

Augittt 1955



M E M O R A N D U M
J3

T O ^

F R O M :
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* A L L  M c L e n d o n  s t a t i o n  m a n a g e r s

c c :  N e w s  D i r e c t o r s ,  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r s

G O R D O N  M c L e n d o n  

J U N E  13 ,  1 9 6 0

' < o

The lost few weeks have gone by with occasion after occasion where news stories were aired on K L IF  
without a beeper telephone report. Almost 100% of these stories could have had beeper telephone 
reports. I defy you to find any national news story which I can't localize and without too much 
exercise of imagination. This goes for international news stories also. Ye t we were not getting any 
beeper reports on such stories. Nor were we getting any to speak of on local stories for that matter.

Accordingly, a few days ago I instituted a new policy at K L IF  in which we require at least one new 
beeper telephone report per hour. That is, one beeper telephone report on each newscast. The news 
department can always do as many as it wishes and then continue to use them as long as good news 
practice dictates but the fact is that there was a definite requirement for one new and previously 
unheard beeper telephone report with each newscast where a newsman was on duty. Since that time, 
at least the ho^rs I have listened, this policy has been followed by our news department. It has 

^^certainly made cur news sound 1000% better. However, an interesting question arises: Why wasn't 
.5 before? I am afraid that my answer to you must be that it was not 'done through lethargy.

GeHihiig'%eeper news reports is a habit, but a habit the development of which requires the exercise of 
some energy and ingenuity each hour. Once you fa ll into the habit and it becomes a regular part of 
the pattern of making up the news, I don't think it is so bad. Henceforth, upon receipt of this memo­
randum, such an order wi l l  prevail in all of our news departments where a newsman is on duty at the 
studio. This manifestly does not include KA BL and W YSL. It does not include KEEL at times when 
Bob Dale is not on duty.

It w ill expedite the performance of this duty if each news department wi l l  have a list of the top 300 
citizens or more on hand at all times, categorized by type of business, etc. You should keep in mind 
that even if you are able to reach someone to localize any particular news story during one hour it 
may very well be possible to reach somebody the following hour and localize  that same news story. In 
other words, because you fa ll upon a particular news story in one hour you may be able to accomplish 
your purpose the second or third hour and revitalize the whole story.

With respect to mobile news units, we have been extremely lax in the format we use to report stories.
The mobile news unit man should sign on with something to this effect: "This is Bill Jones at the 
corner of Fourth and Market in K LIF 's  mobile news unit ^ 3 where a major accident has taken p lace ." 
You should sign off by saying: " A  report of a major accident at Fourth and Market. This is Bill Jones 
in K L IF  mobile news unit ^ 3 reporting from the scene. Now, back to the K L IF  studios."

itiwtlc sl;e,-5omeone at the scene should be interviewed if only for a couple of 
i'^iiliLdu%ority to the fact that they are actually at the scene. A  mobile 
second garty on the broadcast sounds merely like another beeper, so get 

that second person Interviewed. Somebody at the scene must be able to say something about what 
has just happened. It is a vital part of the mobile news report. Also when you are coming on the



irr oY going off, don't fust say "M obile Unit 
news unit.

3 — use the ca ll letters in connection with the

ri i
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On regular newscasts remember that it is our policy to pause slightly between the dateline and the 
item. It is also our policy to work in our ca ll letters two or three times during the process of the 
newscast. The news department has been lax in doing this also. The scores of last night's base­
ball games should be included on the 7 and 8 a . m .  newscasts. Efforts should be made to give 
water temperature at this season of the year.

Jack Lee in Louisville has been talking about his d ifficu lty  with prestige accounts. If you w ill 
compile a list of top citizens and merchants similar to that I have suggested in this memorandum, 
it w ill go a long way in securing these prestige accounts for you. Since you w ill be in constant 
contact with the leading merchants, citizens and advertisers, this very constant reminder of 
your opportunism wi l l  ultimately plant a distinct image and a prestige one in their minds.

Now that we wi l l  be requiring one new beeper telephone report an hour, I think it is important 
that we specify clearly to you that this does not mean a beeper telephone report from one of our 
newsmen or from anybody connected with the station. It is a beeper telephone report chosen from 
some local authority or citizen not connected with the station in any way. It does us no good to 
interview ourselves all the time. You may wish to put your staff newsman on from police head­
quarters but this, does'not mediji,that this takes the place of the beeper telephone report for that 
hour which should feature an outside man.

On K L IF  beepers, we have a lia b it  of putting the beeper on the air and then at the end going 
straight into another news story. This is no good. In any beeper report, because many of them 
are hard to understand, we need to explain in one sentence after the beeper report, who is talking 
and in the fewest possible words, the absolute gist of what the man said. Failure to do this is as 
slipshod a practice as a mobile reporter fa iling to tell where he is, what he is, what he is reporting, 
and introducing a second party from the scene.

Gordon McLendon
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AUGUST 26, 1959

We want more mobile reports...especially on accidents that sound 
spectacular or in which critical injuries may have been suffered. 
Let's have less delay in notifying news units that such a story is 
developing. And, unless the reason is absolutely valid, let's 
make these reports from the units and not by phone.

Whenever a major accident is working and an ambulance continues 
"code three" the news editor immediately will put the information 
on the air. Use telegraph key sound effect, not bulletin disc.
It is not necessary to use the word bulletin unless you know 
someone has been reported killed. Merely follow this idea:
(key effect)o.."KLIF newsmen report a major accident at______
Two ambulances have been dispatched to the scene. KLIF newsmen 
will report further details."
It is not necessary to break into a record for this...but it should 
be used even if it is just two or three minutes from news time.
Even if you have no further details at air time, be certain to 
report the story on the news, giving it a different approach:
"As reported on KLIF just minutes ago, ambulances are speeding to
the scene of a major accident at ______. KLIF newsmen also are
enroute to the scene and will re^^ort details as soon as they are 
available."

Whenever an accident of this type is working or whenever traffic 
is tied up for any reason, immediately give the information to the 
jock. This is in addition to the break-in from the newsroom. It 
allows the jock to billboard as well as warn motorists of traffic 
bottlenecks.

We have not been taking advantage of billboard possibilities on 
upcoming sure-shot stories: "More fireworks are expected in
Dallas County's Commissioners’ Court this morning as the battle 
continues over the firing of three employes, KLIF News will be 
on the scene to report full details.",....or.."KLIF News advises 
you to stay tuned for full details from KLIF newsmen vho’ll be on 
the scene,"

We need more liberal use of bulletins from our wire. Unless it is 
an absolutely ridiculous bit of news, put it on the air.

For some reason baseball billboards are not being carried except on 
early show. These should not only point to a particular game or 
two but should point to the closeness of the league races. They 
should be typed with room enough at the top for "billboard" and 
instructions on how often it’s to be read.

We want more use of sensational stories on the air. If you have to 
dig to the fifth paragraph of a wire story for the angle, do so. 
Lots of Hollywood items, too. Let’s have juicy newscasts w/drama.
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TO; ALL NEWSMEN 
FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN AUGUST 26, 1959

Unless a national story is able to generate tremendous impact, 
always start a newscast with a local story. And make certain 
the local story is not read word for word as it was the previous 
hour. Rocket launchings and etc, of course are important, but 
at this stage in the game, uhless there’s a man inside, or unless 
it kills about ten people on the launching pad, or unless it’s 
circling and threatening a major city, you’d better make a one=liner 
out of it and use it far down in the cast.

We want more sharp, terse drama in our news writing. Taking one 
of the examples from above, a huge rocket circling a city out of 
control, start your with i'vord picture, either of what officials 
are doing about it, how the citizens are taking it or, a clever
summary of the situation at this moment: 
circle in the sky..... etc.

i.e, death continues to

J ' J

10 It is perfectly okay to continue using a story of a traffic death
for many, many hours, but your writing should clearly reflect after 
several houBS either latest developments or that this is only a 
brief summary of a story reported earlier and first on KLIF. It is 
better to have a one or two=liner after several hours than to drop 
it altogether. At any rate, do not hilow an old story that we have 
hit hard already appear to be an old story merely because of lazy 
or careless writing.

11 ““ We want more inserts on newscasts. Lately there has been a tendency
to hold some special reports for newscasts, then let them drop.
Let’s get the reports to the newsroom early enough for specials, 
then the newsroom can either ask for an insert or take part of the 
special for an insert. At any rate, a clear, exciting insert adds 
to a newscast.. .and they should be repeated.
News editors also should work to get more phone interviews, not 
only for specials but also for inserts. Inserts should be short 
and to the point. Intro’S?■t'O ¿Lnsert'sashbiadd̂ f'spa’hkreowithnbrevity and 
with punch. Your intro is the key to a successful insert regardless 
of lack of personality of the person being interviewed.
YourrtintrOs should bring out why your.,insertris important to the 
story. After the insert, a single sentence, such as: ’’And that’s 
how Joe Dokes sum® up his feeling about the action by the court.”

a ?



TO: ALL NEWSMEN
FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN

lift

APRIL 1, 1959

o Read this memo carefu lly , then adhere close ly . Once again, the news souAds sloppy. It 
needs general tightening. Above a l l ,  know viiat you are going to say when the mike comes on.

1 -  Use the telegraph bug in short, rapid bursts at the following times:

On newscasts, to in tro: A repeat of the "top story of the hour." ^

The story you’ ve teased.

A heavy impact story,

A bulletin  in the news, '•*

The baseball scoreboard in the news.

Stock report in the news,

Hot car report.
I,Special features, such as "tax survey,"

Weather on newscast,

"Top stories heard ea r lie r " . . .and to separate each of these,

(J^ The telegraph bug also is used to intro: Bulletins (in  addition to recorded opening).

News teasers.

Missing persons reports.

The weather portion of the half-hour report.

J

2 -  Unless i t  is a story o f unusual impact, lim it a ll  tape inserts to an absolute maximum
of 20 seconds each. Tight intros to these w ill add to the e f fe c t , I .E ., "Dallas----
For the latest on the story of Big D’ s downtown fire  bug, we switch to police 
headquarters and KLIF’ s Stan White."

3 -  Note. In referring to our newsmen we use the possessive: KLIF’ s Stan White,

4 -  Please make certain that instructions for those taking over after you go o ff  duty are
clear and understood as regards special handling of any story or s to r ie s . Do not 
leave anything to chance. Ask yourself i f  you would understand vdiat was to be done
with a story i f  you were to see i t  cold the next day. Sounds simple and log ica l, but
this results in more headaches than anything e lse ,

5 -  An extra wire basket has been placed next to the news desk for the night man to leave
stories to be brought to the attention of the morning man. In addition, i f  a story is  
to be continued on the morning news at certain times, note that information. If a 
story is to be dropped, note that information.

6 -  When giving the weather: After the forecast, say, "Now le t ’ s take a reading." Then
give readings,

7 -  Try to use at least one bulletin  during each hour. That is :  USE MORE BULLETINSIIT
We now have a recorded opening for Bulletins, I t ’ s short, one word echo.



'TO: A ll Newsmen

FRCM: Dave Mühlstein March 9, 1959

FRO
This is a continuation o f a previous memo on general news policy points that need 

continued re-emphasis. Please read carefully  and refer to these memos often.

12

13 — Use KLIF ca ll letters a minimum of ten times in each newscast. This includes the
c a ll  letters in the in tro , weather intro and c lose . Do not reach into le f t  f ie ld  
with such phrases as "Khrushchev te lls  KLIF newsmen," Instead, use imagination 
to develop plausible phrases, such as,,,,"KLIF looks at a tense international 
situation. The latest word comes from Khrushchev, who s a y s , , . , "

Other samples, these requiring l i t t l e  imagination: "From the KLIF foreign d e sk ,,,,
sports d e sk ,..p o lit ica l d e sk ,..e tc . The KLIF financial page,,..The KLIF 'tough 
story of the day,' , . . . ..H ere's good news from KLIF....A KLIF story for the man 
who wonders where his money goes,"

14 — Unless absolutely necessary, never refer to "AP correspondent" in a story. Say,.,"a
KLIF source learns". . . ,or drop the personal reference altogether,

15 — Accuracy again. In this case, a co n flic t  of facts between a wire story and our own.
I f  there is a co n fl ic t , double-check back with the reporter who handled our story. 
Or, go to the source i t s e l f .  In any event, be certain you Imow how we reported 
the story. I f  you are going o f f  duty, be sure you point out the co n flic t  to the 
reporter or dj who w ill be handling the news next. Never leave i t  hanging.

At the same time, i f  you are the reporter on the original story, be certain you 
point out to the editor or your r e lie f  possible wealmesses in available information 
at the time,

16 ~  Whenever the weather situation ca lls  for i t ,  check for ceiling and v is ib i l i t y  each
hour, then check airlines to see i f  flig h ts  are being delayed or cancelled. At 
present. Love Field Control Tower (FL-7-4551) asks that we alternate these ca lls  
with the Communications Station (FL-7-4346),

17 — Arrange stories on a newscast as though i t  were tiie front page of a tabloid. Every
story is to be hard-hitting, i f  possib le. Since you keep or lose an audience with 
the f ir s t  few stories , the most exciting or those with the most listener interest 
come f ir s t .  Also, i t  takes a helluva big national story to steal the lead from 

a good loca l story. Do not, however, go through your complete f i l e  of loca l 
stories before getting to national or international, unless these loca l stories 
are a ll more exciting or interesting than any others. Common sense and experience 
w ill dictate the arrangement with clever spotting of lurid and sensational stories 
throughout to keep up the pace,

18 — Jimmy Fidler is  always placed near the end of the newscast. Not necessarily at the
very end, but never in the f ir s t  half of the cast,

19 — A top story of the hour is  to be repeated on every newscast except the Monday through
Friday five and six  p.m, casts. The top story repeat is introduced with sound 
e ffe ct  and comes just before the weather. Do not repeat the entire story. Brief 
i t  down to one or two short sentences,. . .only s ligh tly  longer than headline form,

20 — Top stories o f the day, reported earlier but since dropped from newscasts, are to
be reported in terse, single sentence form on the five  and s ix  p.m, newscasts, 
Monday through Friday, These include stories from everywhere. Space each one 
with a sound e ffe c t . Coming at the ta il  end of the newscast, "top stories of the 
day" w ill be introduced ,.,,"KLIF newsmen also reported these top stories , earlier 
to d a y ,,.."



TO: A ll Newsmen

FROM: Dave Mühlstein February 8, 1959

These are general notes on policy , covering points that need constant review for one 
reason or another. The l i s t  is  by no means complete. Additions w ill be made to this memo 
from time to time.

1 — A ll news stories are to be written present tense. Be prepared to defend any exception.
This meams a ll  copy must be up-dated for each newscast,

2 ~  A ll stories are to  be written in a simple, hard-hitting s ty le . Don’ t confuse your
listeners by being too clever. Avoid a lliteration  and other tongue-twisting, 
jargon-jumbling sounds,

3 — Use lead lines on a l l  stories . Again, don’ t confuse the listener by being too clever,
A lead line is  not a teaser, A lead line should prepare the listener for the rest 
of the story, should adjust the lis ten er ,,.n o t  start him guessing. In short, a 
lead line should accurately t e l l  the listener what i t ’ s a ll  about,

4 — Lead lines always should be "active*’— never "passive," That is ,  the subject of the
sentence should be doing the a ction ,..n ot recaving i t ,

5 — City datelines are required on every story,

6 ~  Overseas times are required on a ll  foreign stories outside this hemisphere,

7 — On rare occasion, i t  is  permissable to use a sharp transition line preceding the
dateline. These w ill be stories o f similar nature, but separated geographically or 
otherwise. Don’ t ever try to get by with that simple bromide,.."meanwhile",..and 
remember, the transition line is  a rarity in our newscasts,

8 — Be accurate. Take nothing for granted. I f a newsman on the beat gives you a story,
or makes a beeper or mobile report, check with him at that moment to make certain 
you have the facts correctly . I f  you are taking a story from a news source, always 
double-check your spelling and pertinent facts ,

9 — Any remote report, telephone or beeper, should have high priority  rating for the number
one spot on the newscast immediately follow ing. That is ,  whether or not you use
an insert, that story should come f i r s t .  I f  you use an insert, make certain i t  is 
short and fu l l  of meat. Don’ t re-run the entire report. I f  necessary, edit the 
tape into a short take. Better yet, i f  i t  is a report from one o f our own men, ask 
for two reports, one for the special report,,,then a short version for the news,

10 —Check every stcjry that comes over the wire for the p ossib ility  of a phone beeper. Then
get one. I f  we find ourselves beat on a loca l story , the chances are we can re-coup 
the loss by getting a clever interview,

11 — On the subject of inserts. Use them whenever possible, repeating on several newscasts.
Another reason why they should be short,

12 — Always think ahead on billboard p o ss ib ilit ie s . When an important story moves on the
wire with a release time some hours ahead, you can turn the advance to our advantage 
by billboarding the fact KLIF w ill bring a major development in such and such a 
story at such and such a time. The same thing can be done with advances on sports 
p o lls , hinting at certain changes in the ratings, or all-america selections, hinting 
at possible membership.
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TO: KL.IF NEWS STAFF

FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN MAY 27, 1957

'ON BEING SCOOPED'

Comes now a b rie f dissertation on the pitfalls of thinking you are 
"covered " on a m ajor running story. Add to this the pitfalls of failing to 
make routine checks of routine news sources throughout the day.

At the present time, there are four or five m ajor interest stories 
of a running nature. Off hand, these would include the Oak Cliff beer sit­
uation, the hike in Dallas Transit Company rates, the insurance probes, 
fluoridation, and the recent rape of a telephone operator and strangulation 
murder of a secretary.

Except for fits and starts, the coverage of most of these stories has 
been exceptionally weak.

It is true we have been plagued with the weather at a time when we 
are under-staffed. And let me say at this time that it is im possible to 
express the amount of my appreciation for all the extra hours that havebeen 
given on a strictly voluntary basis during the past two months.

But, it is basic that we cannot neglect our standard news coverage 
com pletely, regardless of any pressures we might feel as per m ajor storm 
coverage. I feel that better organization of our individual duties would 
eliminate some wheel-spinning.

We are com pletely aware of the fact that the hectic situation of the 
weather, changes in staff and duty hours has resulted in many gaps in training 
in our particular setup, but we hope to correct this as rapidly as possible. 
Overall, I think we are doing a fine job. . . . but again, we could do a much, 
much better one with very little additional effort.

F irst of all, the editor on duty must seize the initiative. He must be 
aware of what is going on, what m ajor stories are "running". Then, when 
we have extra help coming in, the editor on duty will be able to advise just 
what help he needs. . . where the help can do the m ost good. Neither the News 
D irector nor anyone else can judge for you what you need. They might be able 
to offer an opinion, but you are the one who is organizing your news reports. . 
and it is up to you to see you get the information you need.

To aid the editor in keeping tab on m ajor stories, we are setting up a 
book, to be kept on the news desk for this purpose. In this book are to be 
kept clippings and typed notes or m obile reports from  our staff about partic­
ular local stories of interest. Each time something new is added, it should 
be clipped to other information of the same story. It would be best to glue
clips to a sheet of notebook paper. . . . leaving room  for notes in folo. THIS 
BOOK IS TO BE STRICTLY FOR FOLO. NOT DEAD STORIES.

(MORE)
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TO; KLIF NEWS STAFF 
FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN

"ON BEING SCOOPED'

MAY 27, 1957

■{CONTINUED. . . FIRST ADD)

The news editor also has a beat to cover by telephone. This telephone 
beat takes less  than five minutes to cover, will result in absolutely no news 
90 per cent of the time, but when there is news, we will get it because we are 
seeking it.

The morning man, without fail, must make routine checks of the 
following: (BEFORE SEVEN A. M. NEWSCAST)

Dallas P o lice --------------------------- --R I-2-2431
Dallas F ire ---------------------------------- R I -1-9711 Station 660
Sheriff------------------------------------------ RI-7-8641 Station 5
Texas Highway Patrol radio------ AN-2-4590
Parkland Hospital-----------------------LA-6-7611 (ask for em ergency information)
Methodist Hospital--------------------- WH-6-8181
Baylor Hospital-------------------------- TA-4-5411
Highland Park P o lice -----------------L A -1-3181
University Park P o lice --------------L A -1-4131
Grand P ra ir ie -----------------------------A N -2 -1593
Irving P o lice -------------------------------RI-8-4140
Cockrell Hill P o lice -------------------FE-9-9955
Garland P o lice ---------------------------- DA-7-9201
Richardson P o lice -----------------------AD-5-7157 (nite and Siui. RI-7-8641)
M esquite------------------------------------- A T-5-5448 (nite and Sun. RI-7-9641)

In addition, if the weather situation fits, call Love Field tower for 
visibility and ceiling and ask if they have that info for Amon Carter. The numbers:

Love F ield Tow er------F L -2-1674
Amon C arter--------------A T-4-2523

A follow -up to a report of low ceiling and visibility is a few quick calls 
to the airlines to check on flight delays, both incoming and outgoing.

Am erican A irlines reservations.-.-:-rAN-2-3292
Braniff reservations-------------------------FL-2-7511 or, operations--
Delta A irlines reservations------------- RI- 1-9401

•FL-2-1721

It will be noted in the list of telephone numbers to check that the single 
call to the sheriff's  office before seven a. m. will also cover Mesquite and Richardson.

As an added protection, it now becom es S. O. P. for the news editor to 
make once-an-hour checks with the following:

Dallas police dispatch 
Sheriff's dispatch 
Parkland Hospital

Between 11 am and 12-noon, the entire list is to be called, without fail.

(MORE)



TO; KLIF NEWS STAFF 
FROM: DAVE MÜHLSTEIN MAY 27, 1957

"ON BEING SCOOPED"------ (CONTINUED-------SECOND ADD)

THE ENTIRE LIST AGAIN IS TO BE CALLED between 4 pm and 5 pm, 
then again between 7 pm and 8 pm. , , . and when a night man is on duty, between 
10 pm and 11 pm.

This is set down in this manner so that it will becom e established routine.
It has been neglected for no apparant reason. You easily can see that by making 
ourselves fam iliar with these people throughout the day, and day after day, we 
will establish voluntary news sources from  some. . . as well as friendly cooperation 
from  most.

The driver of Mobile News Unit number four is responsible for a morning 
check of beef sheets at CID, a quick run through City Hall, and a check of the 
Federal Run. Much of this can be checked by telephone.

Some telephone numbers to save time:
U. S. Com m issioner, William Madden H ill-------RI-7-2571
Federal M arshall--------------------------------------------- RI-7-0966
Federal Court C lerk---------------------------------------- RI-2-4705
U. S. D istrict Attorney-------------------------------------R I -1-9858
Judge Davidson-------------------------------------------------RI-2-7968

IN ADDITION, the m obile man is responsible for checking twice each day, 
once before noon, again late in the afternoon, with the JP courts on complaints 
filed:

Precinct 1, place 1, Glenn W. Byrd, Courthouse------------------ RI-7-4817
Precinct 1, place 2, P ierce  McBride, Courthouse----------------- RI-1-1675
Precinct 4, F. T. Fox,, 115 W. Main---------------------------------------AT-5-5761
Precinct 7, place 1, W. E. Richburg, 410 So. B eckley--------- WH-6-9522

WH-8-3588
Precinct 7, place 2, S. T. Chandler, Sr. , 410 S. B eckley---- WH-6-2153

s

As our staff expands, we will develop m ore beats. For the present, though, 
these are basic. The important thing to rem em ber is "KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON" 
and "DO NOT LET A STORY RIDE BECAUSE YOU DON'T HAVE TIME TO COVER 
IT YOURSELF." That is why we have m ore than one newsman.

If you have something that needs follow -up by a m obile unit, pass that 
information along. If in doubt, ask the News D irector.

In addition to background information in the FOLO BOOK, the editors will 
be responsible for keeping a list of running stories posted in the front of the FOLO 
BOOK. Keep it up to date, tossing out the old. If it looks as though some of the 
information might be valuable in the far distant future. . . slip the background in an 
envelope and file it in the desk in appropriate listing.

A final note, when new names for source reference pop up, immediately 
take note by typing out cards for our file: One card by person 's name, the second
by subjectmatter involved. And, le t 's  use this file for reference to obtain local 
comment on national stories.
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SUMMARY NEWS POLICY FOR FREQUENT REFERENCE 
(Please ask for explanations where desired)

1. 12 items per newscast.
2. Sharp, W inchell-like style.
3. Choose tabloid-type news interesting to you.
4. All items short except em ergency news.
5. Use leadlines.
6. Attempt to find local angle for leadlines.
7. Be informational in any interview --no welcoming addresses.
8. Use bulletins immediately.
9. Use news teaser once an hour.
10. Don't overlook wire service features as source of news.
11. Use outside newspapers and magazines.
12. Use "Looking Back in H istory" items.
13. Play up all Hollywood items.
14. Use long-distance when story rates special coverage.
15. Baseball scores (see special section policy book).
16. Football scores (see special section policy book).
17. Basketball scores (see special section policy book).
18. Minor sports (see special section policy book).
19. Top sports results stories should be included in regular newscasts.
20. Monitor all receivable stations' p lay-by-play sportscasts for scores.
21. See sports news schedule in policy book.
22. Continue to change opening and closing of news format.
23. Use market summaries as tags to strategic newscasts.
24. Standings of both baseball leagues this day last year.
25. R ecord  news prom os of prominent citizens and advertisers.
26. Some stations offer $10 for "news tip of the week. "
27. Minimum of five m obile unit broadcasts each day.
28. Get on m ovie studios' mailing list for Hollywood news.
29. Include item about morning star, evening star, etc. - -almanac.
30. Local headlines this day last year.
31. Use something current each thirty minutes.
32. You can't overdo weather, time, and temperature.
33. Use foreign weather.
34. Use newscasts for station news developments.
35. Election coverage---- see policy book.
36. Any m obile report should be first lead next newscast.
37. Install weather gauges, etc. , in control room.
38. Use baseball, football promotional billboard announcements----

important.
39. B illboard important non-sports stories coming up.
40. Mobile reports occasionally report on air on way to event.
41. Occasionally, m obile reporters check in with general report of 

what is going on during cruising.
42. Get exclusive stories from  V IP 's by writing letters.

ri
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43. Use city datelines--not state datelines. Hit dateline hard and then 
pause a fraction of a second before first word of story,

44. Use as many voices as possible on newscasts.
45. Open m obile reports by identifying sponsor thusly: "This is John Jones 

in the KLIF Mohr Chevrolet m obile news unit number three. . . . "
^ 1 1 — 46. You can't get too many beeper telephone reports on newscasts.

47. For crucial sports events, set up correspondents at locale for 
several telephone reports during event (see policy book)

48. Funnel kickers to deejay for his use occasionally,
49. Do temperature thusly: "forty-tw o degrees---- four two degrees"
50. Don't use important story at ten in morning and then abandon it before 

important late-afternoon newscasts: you have changing audiences.
51. Four, five, six PM newscasts are "blue streak editions," 11 PM news 

is "eleventh-hour edition, " 2 AM is "late, late edition" and three AM 
"late, late, late edition. " Red Streak Edition, Brunch Edition.

52. One-minute editorials.
53. Keep news machine strongly in background.
54. Remem ber that function of m obile news units is not ambulance­

chasing; we also want civic, political, social news, etc.
55. Check society pages for m obile news p ossib ilities--soc iety  pages 

are a gold mine of names which are locally  interesting.
56. You can't get too many local names on your station.
57. Don't say "co rre c t  time, " say "co rre c t  KLIF time. "
58. Must check every issue of newspapers to see what you've m issed and 

what you've got and what contacts you should build,
59. Don't cruise a im lessly in the m obile unit.
60. Nobody except newsman and interviewee allowed in m obile news unit 

without perm ission from  Station Manager,
61. Newsman should be used, if available, on weather cut-ins, bulletins, 

teasers, etc.
62. Use newslines gigging newspapers.
63. O ut-of-state election coverage and promotional billboard announcements 

on same, are important feature of our news programming.
64. D irect reports from  F ire Department, Police Department, Weather 

Bureau, other vantage points, using m em bers these departments on 
mike.

65. Give prices of loca l stocks and securities of interest in your particular 
city.

66. Have certain set interviews each week, such as football coach on 
Monday mornings following games.

67. U P's "Sizing Up Sports" has excellent flashback section.
68. Excellent baseball, football, basketball schedrdes available Western 

Union, also "Sports Illustrated. "
69. Get out-of-state election calendars your news services.
70. Use Time news style.
71. Letters to the E d ito r --15 secs.
72. B erlin ------- 10:45 a. m.
73. Two voices on newscasts.
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74. Kill both morning and evening newspapers with bulldog ed itions-- 

check and copy headlines.
75. Drew Pearson inserts in newscasts.
76. Oil news.
77. Sunrise and sunset certain time.
78. Dave, or another radio man on "M eet the Press. "
79. Beeper as news intro--K LAC tape; observatory; like preceding 

atom bomb; 5 -sec. pause.
80. W orld's largest circulation. "Confidential" - do regular news 

stories this and other such mags.
81. Deal with "Confidential" to get copies first.
82. Mentioning on news and weather and station i. d.'s, small cities 

surrounding Dallas.
83. If you have good m obile story, do it again.
84. News department sends out blue paper with headlines of stories 

heard on KELP yesterday that you had to wait until this morning 
to get.

85. KLIF poll of legislators - -  can get copyrighted stories anytime 
stories concern government or famous people, etc.

86. Ideal news staff: (all on BELO plan) 4 inside newsmen, crim e and 
violence editor, business and political editor, society editor, sports 
editor, editorial writer, entertainment editor, local and civic events 
editor (11).

87. Temperature at Amon Carter as well as Love Field.
88. List local and area stocks.
89. WHB - accent on wind velocity, present weather first in newscast, 

forecast later.
90. Editorials also important on complimentary subjects--good  work 

by Chamber of Com m erce, etc. They build friends and good will.
91. R ecord  good m obile news stories and beeper interviews for replay.
92. Famous headlines in past as news intros.
93. WRIT News Traffic and Road R eport--on  good days 4 or 5 times; on 

bad days, as much as twice an hour. Recorded intro featuring 
weather noises and traffic sounds.

94. Consistent cutting in on WOKY: "J o ck  Lawrence, Nightbeat News 
Editor".

95. Cards to news sources whose stories in paper.
96. Develop system of playing back m obile unit 'casts.
97. Interesting facts about weather, tornados, etc., in weathercasts.
98. Walter Winchell and columns for sensational leads.
99. Lowell Thom as's "H istory As You Heard It. "





ROUGH DRAFT

Under the Fairness Doctrine, whenever a radio station (either through 
an employee or even an independent agent) makes an attack upon a 
person, the station must afford that person an equal opportunity to reply. 
The Commission has specifically held that in such a situation, the 
station must:

a) Supply the person attacked with a copy of the copy prior to or at 
the time of its delivery over the station; and

b) Advise the person of his right to reply.

THE STATIONg^EMORANDUM

To iweitzer -  Home Office Date December 6, 1965

From Billie Odom Subject

Ursula, the attached was dictated by Marcus Cohn in the car on the way 
to Oakland for the hearing. It must have been one of my off-days (as if they 
all aren't) and I do not recall if it was being dictated for distribution to all 
Managers or what. For that reason, I am sending you the rough and you can 
check it out with Gordon before sending it out. I'm sorry I can't remember 
or I would be glad to ditto it and send it out. Hope you will overlook my 
inefficiency this one time and I won't do anything bad again until after 
Christmas.

Looking forward to seeing you soon. L&K.

End.



ROUGH DRAFT

Under the Fairness Doctrine, whenever a radio station (either through 
an employee or even an independent agent) makes an attack upon a 
person, the station must afford that person an equal opportunity to reply.
The Commission has specifically  held that in such a situation, the 
station must:

a) Supply the person attacked with a copy of the copy prior to or at 
the time of its delivery over the station; and

b) Advise the person of his right to reply.

If one leaves the specific area where a specific person is attacked upon 
a specific ocx issue, we get into an area that is not as distinctly marked. 
There are basically two of these kinds of areas.

The first is an attack upon an organization, as such, because of its 
activities. In this situation, no individual himself is attacked but rather 
the organzation. It would appear to be clear that in such a situation, a 
responsible official of the organization should be notified and advised of 
the organization's right to reply.

The other general situation which arises in this gray area is not a specific 
attack upon a specific person for a specific reason, but rather general 
derogatory remarks about a person. Here, a lso, I think that the Commission 
will ultimately hold that under the Fairness Doctrine that even though there 
is not a specific focal point for the attack, the person so attacked should be 
advised that the attack is coming or has just been made and notified of his 
right to reply.

Dictated by Marcus Cohn.
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M E  M O R A N D U M

ALL. M c L e n d o n  s t a t i o n  m a n a g e r s  

GORDON M c L e n d o n  

AU G U ST  30 ,  1963

Apparently, somj of you are someudiat confused alxnit our policy on 
editorials--that is, when they will be run--and this memorandam 
is intended to clarify that issue,

We agreed »t the last Managers Meeting that editorials, unless time 
forbade or mleds they would be dated and must run immediately, 
would be ran os Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday«.*if you had editorials 
to offer fa those days. If you have other editorials you are 
perfect}/ free to run them on any other days of the week that you 
wish. It is simply that we want the first three editorials that you 
run, if you run any, done on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, if one 
of thoiO editorials is not going to be dated by waiting for one of these 
thref days.

If af*y of you have any farther questions, don't hesitate to let me
knc*.v»

Gordon McLendon

ys

P. S. [ should add that if you have local editorials that you feel are 
more mportant, delay the use of my editorials. Say for instance» 
that y< u had 2 local editorials and Z of mine, you cotild delay mine 
until ‘ later Sunday, Monday, or Tuesday—delay, that is, the least 
tirofiy one.
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M E M O R A N D U M  

July let. 1963

ALL MANAGERS
ALL PROGRAM DIRECTORS

T O ;

FROM: ' Gordon McLendon

cc: B .R . McLendon 
Don Keyes 
Bill Stewart 
Mitch Lewis 
Joe Long

« i

I >'

KLIF has recently begun the distribution of Noon>News Bulletins 
to leading Clubs and Restaurants in Dallas. You will shortly be receiving 
from Mitch Lewis a copy of the forms which KLIF is using.

Initial ittdications are that the response from this is going to be 
top flight. We are in the better Clubs and Restaurants in Dallas, and every 
day at lunch the call letters of our station are thrust forcefully in front of 
the business leaders. These Noon<»NewB Bulletins also contain mention of 
the matter on vdaich KLIF is editorialising that day. This not only promotes 
listenership to the editorials among people but, more important, calls their 
attention to the fact that we aire editorialising.

Medce it a point to see that your call letters are included in the body of at 
least a couple of stories with something to the effect of "« . .  KLIF News
reports that.. or . oKUF sources indicate that.. . "  etc.

Even after you begin the distribution of these Nooh-^News Bulletins, 
you will have to police the Clubs and Restaurants once every two weeks or so, 
to be sure that they are being properly disseminated. A dollar handed here 
or there to the proper waiter, or an occasional bottle of whiskey, will do 
wonders in this regard.

I would like reports from all of you as to w&at progress you are 
making in getting these Noon-News Bulletins into the proper places.

Bill Morgan can give you details on the distribution costs and 
methods which, thus far, we have found to be cheapest and most efficient.

If you have any further questions on this matter, get in touch with
me.

GBM:us
Gordon McLendon
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ALL MANAGERS
ALL PROGRAM DIRECTORS

T O {

FROM: ' Gordon McLendon

cc: B.R. McLendon 
Don Keyes 
Bill Stewart 
Mitch Lewis 
JToe Long

KLIF has recently begun the distribution of Noon>News Bulletins 
to leading Clubs and Restaurants in Dallas, You will shortly be receiving 
from Mitch Lewis a copy of the forme vAAch KLIF is using.

Izdtial indications are that the response from this is goiz^ to be 
top flight. We are in the better Clubs and Restaurants in Dallas, and every 
day at lunch the call letters of our station are thrust forcefully in front of 
the business leaders. These Noon^News Bulletins also contain mention of 
the matter on which KLIF is editorialising that day. This not only promotes 
listenership to the editorials among people but. more important, calls their 
attention to the fact that wa are editorialising.

Make it a paint to see that your call letters are included in the body of at 
least a couple of stories with something to the effect of " . . .  KLIF News
reports that. or . ..KLIF sources indicate that.. etc.

Even after you begin the distribution of these Noo'n«News Bulletins, 
you will have to police the Clubs axui Restaurants once every two weeks or so, 
to be sure that they are being properly disseminated, A dollar handed here 
or there to the proper waiter, or an occasional bottle of whiskey» will do 
wonders in this regard.

!  would like reports frem all of you as to what progress you are 
making in getting these Noon-Newe Bulletins into the prdper places.

Bill Morgan can give you details on the distribution costs and 
methods which, thus far. we have found to be cheapest and most efficient.

me.
If you have any further questions on this matter, get in touch with

Gordon McLendon
QBM;us



CS) PROMOTION { Johaay Borders, Program Director, KTSA )

Johany Borders of KTSA comes up with two ideas. First he proposes 

a "Love" contest, in which the word love is taJcen from various pop songs, 

spliced together, with listeners asked to name the KTSA "Lovers", which 

is to say, the artists who made the record or, in lieu of that, the name piT 

the record. Kept simple, with clever production, Johnny thinks this could 

„ be a very cute contest.

Borders also suggests a "Speeiker Service" in which Deejays or 

competent station personnel are available to speak on the broadcasting 

industry free of charge. They could promote this on the air or with letters 

to civic groups.

®  »
EDITORIAL FIRST ( Gordon McLendon )

At KLIF in Dallas we will unveil an innovation in that station* s 

programming. For the first time one staff member is going to answer 

another staff member editorially. While I was away in Buffalo, Joe Long 

wrote an editorial in which he expressed satisfaction over the settlement 

of the Chamisal Affair. Quite unbeknownst to him, I had written an 

editorial for airing in Buffalo which scored the Buffalo Courier for a 

similar stand. Therefore, I am now going to answer Jos Long of KLIF, 

taking an opposite view from the one he expressed earlier. This brings 

to mind a thought I had expressed to Art Holt much earlier; which is, any 

 ̂ time your station wishes to answer any one of my editorials or one of the



o « 2 »

members o£ your staff has cogent views which can be well expressed and. 

are backed by logic but are different than my own, they ahotild be given the 

chance to rebut.

# # #

TV TAKE<OFF PROMOS ( Stan Richards, Program Director, KLiF }

KLrIF reports good response to its "Nauseous TV Take-Off" promo­

tional announcements. Four examples are attached to this report.

i!f # #

COMMERCIAL REJECTION ( A1 Lurie, Sales Manager, KLIF )

A1 Lurie reports that KLIF "  rejected tag on a novelty record which 

had a double entendre. "  This sort of information does us no good without 

knowing the name of the novelty record.

# # #

NEWS SCOOP ( Larry Webb, News Director, KTSA )

KTSA's Larry Webb came up with a particularly good scoop last 

week when the station got inside dope on San Antonio's attempt to lure 

Braniff away from Dallas and Fort Worth.

Larry points out "newsmen received detailed critiques on re-writes 

of story content, taken from newspa^rs. "  1 shoiild point out to everyone 

that a lemdmark court decision on this matter occurred last week which 

specifically prevented radio stations, or other newspapers, from lifting facts 

from a local newspaper. 1 have not seen the text of the official decision yet.
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PROMOTIION ( A1 Harto Program  Direcfcorp KA3L )

WMle aone of our other stations can do thiop 1 mention it because 

it points out how you should be alert to local happenings and be ready to 

eiiploit them promotionallyo KAB.L Is going to have & prom otion on the air 

which says la effect» 'Swim from  S&u Francisco to Alcatraa and win a 

wonderful week for two on 'The Rode', subject to approval of the Federal 

Service Adm iaistratioao"

0

# #

LOCAL EDSTOIUAh C Bill Sfawart i

I am attaching cvyies of an excellent editorial aired at WYNR and 

written by Bill Stewart.. The writing is excellent-»-dram atic, short and 

punchy. The subject matter is sensational and the stand taken by the station 

is , o f course, con ’-nendabls.

it has t-> do with an ob^noualy demented youth who has a way with 

fireasisiis.

# # #

COMPETvTOR'S PROMOTION { Jay Schata, Manager, W YNR)

Jack reports that VVIND in Chicago is  having special guests as 

sumr/ar replacem ents on their deejay shows. On June 23rd, for example, 

Edcj® Arnold will be on from  1:00 to 4:00 PM; on June 30th Sebastian Cabot; 

arfi for a few days, the 4:00 to 8:00 PM slot will be handled by Mort Sahl, 

Phyllis .'3iliar, Charles F arrel, Jackie Leonard, Jipn Bachus, etc,

in my estimation, the sound of the station is going to suffer greatly, 

but Uie w ord-of-m outh comment value of this idea should be fantastic.

# #
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Dave Mühlstein February 2, 1959

Gordon McLendon

Please pass this note on to Mr. Bailey. Please also supply him with copies 
of my two speeches, "Revolution in Radio", and "The Coming Battle of 
Giants - -Newspaper versus Radio".

Mr. B ailey 's editorial style is of the highest order. It is, however, m ore 
particularly a newspaper style than a radio style. Not that these editorials 
would not also be good for rad io --even  in their present state; the point that 
I seek to make here is that they could be even better for  radio if two or three 
basic radio tenets are kept in mind.

/'XL—' F irst of all, le t 's  rem em ber that the average newspaper editorial reader
descends on the editorial page, presumably, because he specifica lly  desires to 
read that page. Not so in radio, at least not the way we handle editorials. 
Sandwiching them in between records ten or twelve times each day, our 
audience is not restricted  to the editorial addict. On the contrary, we will 
catch an audience ninety-five percent of which just never reads an editorial 
in the newspapers. This is great strength for us, it seem s to me, and it 
IS a point which should be borne in m ind when one writes editorials for radio. 
Although Joe Doakes may never read or be interested in the new spaper's 
editorial page, he is caught right in the middle of the firing line with radio 
editorials done in this unique spot-announcement style which we originated.
As I've often averred, soon he becom es interested in the issue and then a 
real public serv ice  has been done.

Rem em bering the different character of rad io 's editorial 
t o this opening thought:

'readers" leads me

(1) The lead paragraph --or at least the lead sentence--should be a "hook", 
much as is the case with our m ovie com m ercia ls. Like the old story about 
the mule, the first thing we have to do is get their attention. R ecall that our 
listener isn 't interested in what you've got to say; he didn't tune in to hear an 
editorial. You've got to grab him with a h ook --a  kickoff that's humorous, or 
dramatic, or folksy, or top ica l--o r  in some other way attention-arresting. 
Newspapers don't have this same problem  since their editorial readers, by and 
large, already are interested when they begin reading. A study of some of our 
m ovie com m ercia ls will m ore readily illustrate the type of "hook" we use to 
grab initial attention for our editorials. We cannot employ the same exact 
situations for editorials, of course, but the basic "hook", in infinite variations, 
is a sound point at which to begin a radio editorial.
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O - (2) Repetition - -  enamored as I am of radio, I have always nurtured the belief 
that the m ajority of the people are eye-minded rather than ear-m inded. Even if 

this were untrue, I cannot but feel that people absorb m ore quickly from  print 
than from  aural communication. In the case of newspapers you can always go 
back and review the editorials if you m issed anything on first reading. Contrarily, 
a radio editorial is gone with the wind once it has been aired. This brings up a 
necessity for repetition. If you will provide Mr. Bailey with a copy of some of 
my editorials, Dave, I think he will readily notice a redundance alm ost to the 
point of annoyance. This I do only on m ajor points, and I do it in order to drive 
home m y point and be sure that it has not slipped by them in first voicing. Again 
one must reca ll the point I made earlier in this memo: the listener isn 't really 
tuned in to hear the editorial, and m ost of the listeners are essentially d is ­
interested. We not only have to force  their attention but tell them, tell them 
again, and then tell them we have told them.

(3) I like the sim plicity of wordage in Mr. B ailey 's editorials. V erbosity on 
the radio is dangerous and useless. For example, in jradio one would never 
use the figure $7, 146, 312 on the air. It would be simply "over seven m illion 
d ollars".

(4) I think the dramatic hook with which an editorial begins is no m ore important 
than any dramatic and/or humorous ending for the average editorial. There are, 
of course, a few exceptional cases where this rule cannot be applied.

(5) The specific editorials written by Mr. Bailey are notably sound. I definitely 
approve his view that a general sales tax is not equitable. I particularly agree 
with him that P rice  Daniel's stand in proposing an increased tax on natural gas 
is both courageous and justified. His third editorial on the Faubus proposals
is equally excellent. The main rule I have for editorials is that they be right 
and fair. We must never editorialize on any issue in which there is any motive 
of self gain, other than our normal self gain as part of the cummunity, and I do 
not think that we can or should be either conservative or liberal in approach.
Each editorial must stand on its own m erit, upon the facts of the case, and 
without regard for where the chips may fall. There is only one issue upon which I 
have a particular personal prejudice: I am unalterably opposed to continued United
States intervention in the affairs of other nations, and I am sim ilarly sickened by 
our foreign giveaways.

Dave, I will be delighted to sit down and talk with Mr. Bailey as long as he desires 
about the editorial policy  since I am desirous of beginning with him at once.

m
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T O ; All Station Managers

All Program Directors
June 1961

FROM; Gordon McI>endoa

EARS, INCo, will supply your station exclusively in your market 
30 editorials per week from top publications around the world» These edit­
orials are all one-minute or less in length» In addition, you will receive at 
least one editorial each week which you can adapt to a local community
problem»

o -

All editorials are marked with a Title, Reading Tune, Number,
Date and its Source» They are further identified as Feature, Humor, Docal, 
State, National or World editorials»

We pay $40» 00 per week total for this service, cancellable at any 
time,» Arbitrarily, we divide the cost as follows; KLIF $7, KiLT $7, KABL 
$7, X-TRA NEWS (which has also asked to be included) $7, KTSA $4, WAKY 
$3, KEEL $3, WYSL $2» You should receive your first 30 editorials on June 
22 by air, and weekly thereafter on Wednesdays» You will receive full details 
on a national editorial writing contest which can and should be extended to your 
local high schools» You should have the full cooperation of every school, teacher 
and civic leader»

You must quote the source of an editorial» You should give its 
title. You might want to attempt a sale of this feature to a bank, savings and 
loan, or other sponsor concerned with prestige»

My thought is that you might want to have your newsman cut in once 
a shov/ (or fewer times if you strike certain of the editorials) with a different 
editorial» The format tnight go thusly;

S o li«» Sound of Newsroom

ANN» ; KU F brings you another exclusive Cliff feature -  the 
guest editorial page. In its editorial entitled "Now It*s 
Canned Rifles", the Milwaukee Journal says ,»»»

ANN» :

E D I T O R I A L

So says the Milwaukee Journal editorially. Keep tuned 
to KLIF for guest editorials throughout the day.

You may, on the other hand, care to use them once in a while in your 
newscasts» No time for response need be offered since we are merely quoting.

Please let me hear from you if you have any questions»
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EDITORIAL -raDIRTY NEWSPAPERS

Let’s face it. Newspapers today are dirtier tl-ian 
ever. Plain and simply dirty.

In this instance, this is not a criticism of editorial
content or interpretation. It is, instead, directed towards
a production ill that has too long plagued the public.

W h y is it, even today, one cannot thumb carefully
through a paper without winding up wit|i IskK hands which would
embarass a coal miner? Even thou^ newspapers roll off the presses

oddlyfour, six, even eight hours before consumption, readers / pay for the 
priviledge of serving as human blotters for the black, sticky, 
stubborn ink,

It seems to us that the prime objective of newspapers 
should be to ruboff on the public mind - not the public person.
Surely, in this age of astounding scientific conquests, nev/spapers should 
somehow seek a solution to this trying daily vexation.
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M E M O R A N D U M

A L L  M A N A G E R S .  A L L  P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R S  

DON K E Y E S  

J U L Y  26» 1961

P  T OQT1» trr\rt g  n a  n f  f f t  h m  a d ^

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

T H E  M c L e n d o n  s t a t i o n s  -  d a l l a s

To ALL STATION MANAGERS 
cc: Don K«y«f

B. R. McLondon 
Marcus Cohn 

From Gordon McLondon

Date Novembor 28, 196 I

Subject

GBM:us





M E M O R A N D U M

O
F R O M ;

D A T E :

A L L  M A N A G E R S ,  A L L  P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R S ,  A L L  
MA NA GI NG E D I T O R S

G O R DON M c L e n d o n

N O V E M B E R  2 6 ,  1962

Henceforth, all editorials will be placed within newscasts Any newscast containing 
an editorial will run 5:45 instead of 4:30, or, if your newscasts are normally shorter 
than 4:30, they will be allowed to be 1:15 longer when they contain an editorial.

This rule applies only to KLIF, KILT, KTSA and WYNR.

We believe that we will be hitting an audience listening to, and thus presumably 
concerned with, news. We believe the editorials will spice our newscasts. Further, 
it should overcome the frequently heard objections from teenagers that we editorialize 
too much, interrupting the music. This group in the main mentally tunes off during 
newscasts so we haven't lost a thing. Furthermore, this new move will give our news­
casts a greater sense of "depth", if in length alone.

Editorials should be placed about 2 1/2 minutes deep into newscasts and followed 
f , with other news stories.

The intro:

More news following this one-minute ( call letters) 
editorial by _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  , ( title )

Instead of a close, you will go directly to the dateline of the next story.

Gordon McLendon

ys



M B M O R  A N D U  M 

A pril 2» 1963

T O Mitch Lewis

FROM: Gordon McLendon

ce: A ll Managers
A ll News D irectors 
Don Keyes 
B ill Stewart

Regarding yonr Bditorial (draft) on the FAA Budget <»»

1 thought the attack on the person o f Najeeb Halaby ndth his name 
mentioned derogatorily twice was unnecessary, 1 like to avoid 
personal attacks, eacept where important to  ^ e  subject matter of 
the editorial»-and it was not h ere»-for many reasons. Among those 
reasons are:

1«) The complicaticHas o£ seeking an answer mid actually getting 
one»»thsre are different ru les to this than when you attack 
m erely agencies,

2*) The everinresent peaMbUity o f legal actiim, no matter how on» 
justiBed,

ttt other words, where attack upon names o f people is  important to the 
making or structure or acceptance o f an editorial, the names must be used. 
At that point all hands are eautioaed that a new type of endeavour to seek 
response is  triggered. I f it  is  m erely an organisati<m, group or body wMch 
is  attacked, ^ i l e  respoase must be ^ e r e d , the procedures are sim pler, 
and I trust you are all f  am iliar with these[ p roc^ n red .

Gordmi McLendon

GBM;us
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Jack Sckata I May 11, 1962
S T A

Doa Kayaa t
 ̂ f Editorial Parley

2 .)

Flrat and foramoat. wa abida by tba ragaUtlana aat fortb by tba
•••Wm  out «rf appanaata and tba afiaring ol

Tha fallawlag ara ganaral aad ara flaxibla:

Tka Ouorl-
^ttoa o£ tba city watar oupply, tba «idaalng af Tartla Craak
Boulavard.. .  a baauty apot. City ragulatio« of our lacal ambu- 
lanca aaraica.

Sttbjacta oi aational ar iatarnatleul intaraat. Na\» fadaral tax 
propoaala, bilia caming up in Congraaa. Tbaaa ara not aa 
aiiacUya aa locai iaauaa bui wa faal tbat tbay land a dagraa oi 
cradaaca, atatura axtd praatiga to tba atatloa*a Imaga.

Wrltlng -  Thia ia tba aacrat to aa ai/acUva adltoriaU Flrat wa 
auta tha facta o i tba mattar and than procaad to laab tba iacta 
Utb our opiniona, uaually In no uncartain tarma. A faw coplaa 
ara aacloaad £or your acTIUcatlaa.

SebaduUng - Oaca an h,mr ia trafOc parioda and aaary otbar bour 
in otbar parioda.

Prodttctiaa .  Wkaaavor poaaibla. aaiaad by tba Praaldant of KUF, 
Gordon bCcLandon. Aacardad aa aoatato diac for ratantloa in fiUa. 
Wa try ta kaap tbam osdar 60 aaoonda la langth.

DK

OIGua
ància.

^ ^ ù m l to  ^



M E  M O R A N D U M

A L L  M c L e n d o n  s t a t i o n  m a n a g e r s  

GORDON M c L e n d o n  

a u g u s t  30 ,  1963

Apparently, aom^ of you are somewhat confused about our policy on 
editorials--that ia, when they will be run--and this memorandum 
is intended to clarify that issue.

We agreed fi the last Managers Meeting that editorials, unless time 
forbade or mless they would be dated and must run immediately, 
would be /jn  on Sunday, Monday, and Tueaday--if you had editorials 
to offer ra those days. If you have other editorials you are 
perfect// free to run them on any other days of the week that you 
wish. It is simply that we want the first three editorials that you 
run, if you run any, done on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, if one 
of thcio editorials is not going to be dated by waiting for one of these 
thre»̂  ̂ days.

If ar.y of you have any farther questions, don't hesitate to let 
knf^v.

me

Gordon McLendon

ys

P. S. [ should add that if you have local editorials that you feel are 
more mportant, delay the use of my editorials. Say for instance, 
that y< u had 2 local editorials and 2 of mine, you could delay mine 
until - later Sunday, Monday, or Tuesday--delay, that is, the least 
tim</yone.



Broadcast: June 13, 1963

S u b je c t  ^j^3g

CHICAGO TEENAGER PART i

230 N. MICHIGAN BLVD. 
CHICAGO 1, 726-156i

Public Relations

IT SOOBDS LIKE THE PU ^ OF AN AlFHED HITCHCOCK MOVIE. A 16 TEAK OLD 

p m  ORDEHS HIS PARENTS AROUND ™ e HCUSE. HE ALSO TRIES EIECTROCUIE 

HIS SISTER BY WIRING THE BATHROOM DOORKNOB AFTER FIRST FLOODING THE FLOOR 

^  this same PU,« has led a t  IEAST »  TEENAGERS IN THREE SHOOTINGS. 10 ARMEo’

robberies, more w a n  50 BURGIARIES AND AN ARSON BOMBING. POLICE SAID HE 

admitted that he was the BRAVE ONE WHO SHOT A 13 YEAR OW CHICAGO BOY 

three times from a  moving gar ia st  week,  y e s , unbelievabie though i t  may

SOUND . . .  THIS IS SOMETHING THAT HAPPENED RIGHT HERE IN CHICAGO. NOT IN 

A FANTASTIC HOLLYWOOD MOVIE. THESE ARE SCWE OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF A 

16 YEAR Oil, HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORE. HE AISO SIEPT WITH A NAZI fiag  IN HIS 

bedrock and a  sub machine GIK AND FIVE GERMAN BAYONETS IN HIS CIOSET 

CAN SOCIETY BIAME THE BOY? WYN.R BELIEVES NOT. w Y N.R BELIEVES m i  

THIS BOY-S PARENTS SHOUID BE ON TRIAL. WHEN THE TII^ COMES THAT PARENTS 

I/IST CONTROL OF THEIR OWN HOME. SOMETHING IS VERY DEFINITELY WRONG

-3 0 -
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B roa d ca st; June 15 , 1963

.. ;.  i -  • • i!-vN

S u b ject
CHICAGO TEENAGER PART 2

m  CHICAGO 1,
Public Relationp

230 N. MICHIGAN BLVD.
726-1566

¡66

YESTERDAY, W Y N-R COMMENTED UPON A 16 YEAR OID PUNK SO TOUGH HE SLEPT 
WITH A CLOSET FULL OF WEAPONS, HE WAS ALSO BRAVE ENOUGH TO FIRE ONE OF 
THESE WEAPONS THREE TIMES AT A 13 YEAR OLD BOY. BUT W Y N-R YESTERDAY 

POINTED OUT THAT THE PARENTS HAVE AraiITTED THAT THEY LET HIM ORDER THEM 

AROUND THE HOUSE AND THAT HE WOULD "NEVER BE WITHOUT A PISTOL IN HIS BELT." 
IMAGINE A PISTOL IN THE HANDS OF A 16 YEAR OLD WITH A THINKING MACHINE 

[like HIS? WE HAVE lAWS THAT PREVENT MINORS FROM DRINKING. BUT NO LAWS TO 

PREVENT THEIR BUYING A DEATH WEAPON. W Y N-R SAYS, lET’ S ALL GET BEHIND 

A LETTER WRITING CAMPAIGN TO WASHINGTON TO MAKE IT A FEDERAL OFFENSE TO 
SELL FIREARMS THRU THE MAIL OR ACROSS THE COUNTER TO MINORS. NEXT TIME 

IT MIGHT BE YOUR SON ON THE RECEIVING END OF THE BULLETS.

-30-



^ ■ ( -»*̂1 Kart„ Program  D irector, KABL )

While non© of our other sta&ions can do this, Î mention it because 

it points out bow you should bs alert to local happenings and be ready to 

exploit them promotionallyo KABL is going to have a prom otion on the air 

which says ia  effect, 'Swim from  Ssxi F rancisco to Alcatraz and win a 

Vifoadariul week for two on 'The Kock', subject to approval of the Federal 

Service Administration, "

6 6

LOCAL EJPITOglA L  ( Bill S^awart )

I am attaching copies of an excellent editorial aired at WYNR and 

written by Bill Stewart, The writing is «xcellent-=-dramatic, short and 

punchy. The subject matter is sensational and the stand taken by the station 

is , of course, corj'.nendabls.

It has i-> do with an obviously demented youth who has a way with

fireaffiJiiSi

# # #

COMPET.rOR’S PROMOTION  ̂ Jay Schatz. Manager, "VVYWR )

Jack reports that WIND in Chicago is  having special guests as 

sumrraa' replacem ents on their deejay shows. On June 23rd, for example, 

Eddie Arnold w ill be on from  1:00 to 4:00 PM; on Jun® 30th Sebastian Cabot; 

arri for a few days, the 4:00 to 8:00 PM. slot will be handled by M ori Sahl, 

PUyllis Diller, Charles F arrel, Jackie Leonard, Jim Bachus, etc.

In my estimation, the sound of the station is going to suffer greatly, 

but 1 he word^’of^mouth comment value o f this idea shoidd be fantastic,

i? # #

■ ■
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B roa d ca st: June 13 , 1963

S u b ject  #136

CHICAGO TEENAGER PART T

™ G ] -  . .
230 N. MICHIGAN BLVD. 

CHICAGO 1, 726-1566
Public Relations

-1

66

IT SOUNDS LIKE THE PLOT OF AN ALFRED HITCHCOCK MOVIE. A 16 YEAR OT.D 

PUNK ORDERS HIS PARENTS AROUND THE HOUSE. HE ALSO TRIES TO EIECTROCUTF». ■Tf
1;̂  ■ HTS SISTER BY WIRING THE BATHROOM DOOPJ<NOB AFTER FIRST FLOODING THE FLOOR, 

THIS SAME PUNK HAS LED AT LEAST 25 TEENAGERS IN THREE SHOOTINGS, 10 AR>̂ FD 

ROBBERIES, MORE THAN 50 BURGLARIES AND AN ARSON BOMBING. POLICE SAID HE 

A dmitted that he was the brave one who shot a 13 year old chigago boy

THREE TIMES FROM A MOVING CAR LAST WEEK. YES, UNBELIEVABLE THOUGH IT  MAY 

SOUND . . .  THIS IS SOMETHING THAT HAPPENED RIGHT HERE IN CHICAGO, NOT IN 

A FANTASTIC HOLLYWOOD MOVIE. THESE ARE SOME OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF A 

16 YEAR OLD HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORE. HE ALSO SLEPT WITH A NAZI FLAG IN HTS 

BEDROOM AND A SUB MACHINE GUN AND FIVE GERMAN BAYONETS IN HIS CLOSET.

GAN SOCIETY BLAME THE BOY? WYN-R BELIEVES NOT. W Y N-R BELIEVES TH/iT 

THIS BOY'S PARENTS SHOULD BE ON TRIAL. WHEN THE TIME COMES THAT PARENTS 

LOST CONTROL OF THEIR OWN H»1E , SOMETHING IS VERY DEFINTTEIY WRONG.

-30-
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Broadcast! Ju„* j , „

S u b je ct  ^ 1 3 7
^TGAGO teenager pad  ̂ 2

P i j  . ^

230 N. MICHIGAN BLVD 
CHICAGO ., 726.,5^^

i^b l ic  Rel«tiou«

VESreRDAY, W Y N.R cOMMENied Upon a  16 year r  
« m  A CUOSET FULL OP WEAPONS »  WAS 

™^SE WEAPONS wree Times at a u  tear

POINTED OUT THAT THE PARENTS haw VFSTERn.Y

around THE HOUSE AND THAT HE WOULD^^^^^^

^ - l O L  IN THE HAN. r :  i r i v L ” ™ " '"  ^ - -• ■ ■J I like HIS? WE have LAWS THAT pop *  ™INKINC VAOHIW

» « ; r ;  ™ : " : : : „
-  “ » *  ™ : r

■’  - » « . » .  i r : ~ : r -  ”

-30 -
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M E M O R A N D U M

o T O ; ALJ-  ] VxANAGERS„  A L L  P R O G R A M  D i t R S C T O R S  

c c ; M £i n <■?» g i n g E d i t o r s  

F R O M ;  DOW K E Y E S  

D A T E ;  J U N E  2 5« 1 9 6 3

H' ■ J

The ioilowiag is to bs conaidersd £s this Coiiipaay’ s firm  policy  ora editorialiaiegi 
ojad it supersedes sll previous cox'respondenc© on that subject,,

SUBJECT IvlATTERs

It must be sagnificani;« tim ely aad topicaL We do nos editorialise 
just to editorializeo We editorialise to support or reject a saguificant 
idea that is o f interest to the m ajority of the audience is. our com » 
muaityo

Subjects of nattonal or iateraational m terest are not to be handled 
by individual stations but will be covered by Gordon McLeadoao 
Ejcception made iov  WYMR when related to racial issues.

Editorials aa*e to be forcefu lly  v/ritten with a marked dramatic 
fla ir utilising sim ple words and short sentences. Your stand 
on the matter must be made crystal clear by the writing you 
employ. Example;

• ( DON'T ) "The Mayor conferred with the City Comrcil late 
last Thursday afternoon and. recom m ended that they recon " 
sider his proposal to actively oppose integretion in various 
facets o.f Dallas business. While the Mayor is certainly entitled 
to his opisioKy we don't think that, in the light of world conditions.. . . "

{ BO } "M ayor Smith wants the s.hame of Little Rock to com e to 
Dallas, He said as much last week. He asked the City Council 
to amoar Balias streets with blood by opening figliting integration 
of Dallas' businesses. KLXF Seels that the Mayor lias really hit 
the nail with his head. D.allas needs bloodshed, boycottso and 
fear lik® the Mayor needs another Cadiilcxl 1"

Your a.ttention is called to Gordon M cLacdon's memo of Juae 21st 
on 'editorials" for fm-ther information on writing.

C  {y>



D E I - X Y S E . Y

Not a comrnsJicjal ''se ll"  but an mteusely interested convei’sational 
approach'^-as iS yoii were deeply engrossed ift a serious con ver- 
aataoa vvltfe a close  friend.

SPEAKERS

Gordraa McRendoa¡, General Mauagafo Managing Editor» Program  
Dirsctorp or myseH should you wish to use me Soi’ a chaege o í voice.

FORMAT;

Each editorial shall have a transcribed intro ai’ d close . The wording 
and Gtructur® ma3r be changed occs.sioaaUy, but as this memo 
is v;ritteiio use this format;

Anr.cr; '*A KLliF Editorial, The speaker is__
 ̂ title OÍ KLIF V\

when appropriate
. and the McRsndon 
Listening time»

one msnuue.

{ editorial

"You have just heard a statement of editorial
opinion, Th« speaker v/as C name )___,

__ J  title > _ o f iCL?.F C", » , , and th© McLendon
Stations" if appropriata ). "

LOGGMG;

Logged as a program . 'Talk" with time on and off
indicated. Code remainder accordingly. Subject matter 
indicated on log either by your own code system  or by writing 
down the subject m atter. It is suggested that a written copy 
o f the editorial be attached t© the log for future reference.

EQUAL TIMS:

A copy o f the sditorial along with a letter offering equal time to 
make repljr» must be seat to responsible opposing groups or 
individuals. When aa individual is meatioasdo h« should receive 
the cop-y and letter cimultaaeously with the stairt o f the broad'= 
cast or preferably before the start o f the broadcast. Naturally, 
if  ho lives outside your area, this is virtually im possible,

Wh&is. you editorlaliB® against Communism i in general ) or you 
praise a local c iv ic  leader or you do aa obituary editorial, 
common sense isidicates that you need not offer equal tim e.



See iViaretss Cohn's insSrnctions in yon? files  for furiher 
formation.,

TMs paragragho by She wayc was eleared by Marcus Coha by 
SelephOE® Jime 2io 1963.

RETE ÎTHON OF COPY g

V/ritten c o p i e s  of editorials s h o u l d  be retaimed tedsfisaiCely« Tyaas«' 
G r i p t i o a a  or t a p e s  should be retaiaad 30 days,

SCHE.DU.U[NGs

Editorials will„ hencefortk» be rem oved from  the confines 
of the newscast and will be broadcast at 20 minutes past the 
hour. The' o33ly ejrceptioa being that noted on Sunday morningso

UNLESS m M ED lATE M  NATURE^ all oditoriala will be broad­
cast on the foilo-wing times oa the foilo'vi'ing days;

Sundays; 9:20 AMp i0s40 AM. 12;20 PMp 2;20 PM, 4;20 PM,
5:20 PM, 6;20 PM, 7;20 PM, C Morning schedule may be 
altered to  accommodate raligious programming

Mondays and Tuesdays; 6;20 Ahd, 7:20 AM, 8;20 AM, 12;20 PM,
4;20 PM, 5;20 PM, 6;20 PM,

A,gaia, you may editorialise on agy other day should your need 
be im m etiate. Use the M oadsy-Tuesday schedule when you do,

Gordon McLendon v/ill feequently sand you editorials •which he 
has voiced  him self. Most o£ these will not be "daded" and should 
bs scheduled either Sunday, Monday or Tuesday, .Should ea occasion 
arise during those days that dictates immediate editorial action in 
your ci'ty, £eel free to pre-em pt .his editorial for your own.

Need I say that if you don't have any editorials to broadcast on 
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, don't broadcast any?

Don Keyes

ys



E M O R A I-i D U M

a  I

T O ; A L L  ^ . A N A G E R S „  A L L  P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R S  

CCS M a n a g i n g  E d i t o r s  

F R O M ;  DON K E Y E S  

D A T E ;  J U N E  2 So 1 9 6 3

The followiag is to be considered as this Company's firm  policy on editorialieing« 
and it supersedes all previous correspondence on that subjectc

SUBJECT IvlATTERs

It must be significanto tim ely and topical« We do not editorialise 
just to ediiorializCo V/e editorialise to support or reject a significant 
idea that is of intex-est to the m ajority of the audience in our com » 
muaity«

Subjects of national or international interest are not to be handled 
by individual stations but will be covered by Gordon McLeadotio 
Exception made for  WYNR when related to racial is sues«

WRITING :

V y

Editorials are to be foreafully written with a marked dramatic 
fla ir utilising simple words and short sentences. Your stand 
on th® matter must be made crystal clear by the writing you 
employ. Example:

( DON’ T J "The Mayor conferred with the City Council late 
last Thursday afternoon and recom m ended that they recou» 
sider his proposal to actively oppose integration in various 
facets of Dallas business. V/hile the Mayor is certainly entitled 
to his opinion« we don’ t think thaU:, in the light of world conditions.,

{ DO ) "M ayor Smith wants the shame of Little Rock to com e to 
Dallas. He said as much last week. He asked the City Council 
to sm ear Dallas streets with blood by opening fighting integration 
of Dallas' businesses. KLIF feels that the Mayor has really hit 
the nail with his head. Dallas needs bloodshed« boycotts« and 
fear like the Mayor needs another Cadillac! I '

Your attention is called to Gordon McLendon's memo of June 21st 
on 'editorials" f o r  fw eher information on writing.

! i-



DEjLJiVSRY s

a
Not & comixiesrcial 'seU" but an intensely interested conversational 
approach=’“ as you were deeply engrossed in a serious con ver- 
satloQ, with a close  friend»

SPEAKER;

Gordon McJLeadon, General Manager^ Managing Editor, Program  
D irector, or m yself should you wish to use me for a change o f voice.

EORMATs

Each editorial shall have a transcribed intro and close . The wording 
and BtructTiT© may be changed occasionally, but as this memo 
is v;ritten, use this format;

Anr.cr; '*A KLIP Editorial, The speaker is ( name ) ,
i title I _ o f KLIF and the McLendon

Stations“ when appropriate ), Listening tim e, 
one minute, "

Biz; ( editorial )

Anncr; "You have just heard a statement of editorial
opinion. The speaker v/aa ( name )_

 ̂ title > off KLIF and the McLendon
Stations" if appropriate "

LOGGING;

Logged as a program , "T " for "Talk" with tim* on and off 
indicated. Cod© remainder accordingly. Subject matter 
indicated on log either by your own code system  or by writing 
down the subject m atter. It is suggested that a written copy 
of the editorial ba attached to the log for future refference.

EQUAL TIME;

A copy o f the editorial along with a letter offering equal time to 
mzike reply, must be seat to responsible opposing groups or 
indi")dduals. When an individual is mentioned, he should receive 
the copy and letter aimultasaeously with the start o f the broad-» 
cast or preferably before the start of the broadcast. Naturally, 
if  he lives outside your area this is virtually im possible.

When you editorialize against Communism ( in general ) or you 
praise a local civ ic leader or you do an obituary editorial, 
common seasa indicates that you need not offer equal tim e.



Se® R/iSrcus Cohn's instructions in your files for further la== 
form ation.

S

u

This paragraphs by the way  ̂ was cleared by Marcus Cohn by 
telepfeona Jtme 21 e 1963,

RETENTSON OF COPY s

Written copies of editorials should be retained indefinitely. Tyaaa^ 
criptiona or tapes should be retained 30 days,

SCHEDULMGs

Editorials wiil„ henceforth, be rem oved from  the confines 
of the newscast and will be broadcast at 20 minutes past the 
hour. The only exception being that noted on S\mday mornings,

UNLESS mMEDLATE SN NATURE, all editorials will be broad­
cast on the following times on the following days;

Sundays; 9:20 AĴ 'i, 10;40 AM, 12;20 PM, 2;20 PM, 4;20 PM,
5:20 PM, 6;20 PM, 7;20 PM, ( Morning schedule may be 
altered to accommodate religious programming K

Mondays and Tuesdays; 6;20 AM, 7:20 AM, 8:20 AM, 12:20 PM,
4:20 PM, 5:20 PM, 6:20 PM.

Again® you may editorialise on any other day should your need 
be immediate. Use the Monday-Tuesday schedule when you do.

MISCELLANEOUS :

Gordon McLendon will iTrequently send you editorials which he 
has voiced him self. Most of these will not be 'dated'' and should 
be scheduled either Sunday, Monday or Tuesday. Should an occasion 
arise during those days that dictates immediate editorial action in 
your city, feel free to pre-em pt his editorial for your own.

Need I say that if you don't have any editorials to broadcast on 
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, don't broadcast any?

Don Keyes

ys
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T O : ALL STATION MANAGERS

- cc; B, R, McLendon 
Don Keyes

NEWS Marcus Cohn
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July 30, 1962

F ü OMí
FROMte Gordon McLendon

! I

’ I they

j  nfw eticlp*^*9i 
^  eafftci*at io

t;/ic\e-

• o n e  IP®*
o£ erttt>

ila.1*

•?«rily ^
1 am - Bieece^

.In a letter of July 13th, v^ich the Commission wrote to KBMY in 
Billings, Montana, relating to its use of editorials, the FCC made 
it crystal clear that where an editorial attacks an individual or 
organization by name, a copy oi the specific editorial or editorials 
shall be communicated to the person'or organization attacked, tT~ '
either prior to or at the time of the iBroadeast of such editorials.-----------£------------------------- ■ ...... ........... '-r  ■—■ ■ ' —  ...............
I have cautioned all of you many times before on this particular 
responsibility and now the Commission's stern letter to the licensee 
in Billings makes it clear that you must be doubly responsive to the 
orders I have given. ™ 'ST »'

tthas a® ‘ " »•-'it
is muQ« « i « « * . -  -i

___  1. nn raom  to r»'** _ __There I* » »  tía »««I :  Ittvclved and er
^ c h  the aadvca ’ , canno* he t®®

■ - "  • '.1 , ,^  wcrdetoe;^^^.-

^  A radio
£o«i or .

',e re  i»  '
. .  lo r  loo«

ttA ^ oA«>k a. s « - ' 
P. S. ; «

S • f ^ a r  and s i« ? '*  ^  ysial éMiar

-hasi’’̂ '̂

Ton caii

-Í*'' the eir ' time.
■7-— ¡Q cases where we do editorials of national or international scope, 
een̂  ̂ *

Tour
Don’t

we will make the proper contact from Dallas, sending the appro- 
priate parties a copy of the editorial or editorials in question and 

®^^^*8oUciting their response by offering equal time. The order to you erl- 
?-■ obviously intended to cover only those editorials which you write I see- 

and deliver locally. _ . “ ,, * Tsitae”

4 .» = .  -  - ¡ i  ■ ’  •
i«s ‘ » “ ' t
^  GBM:us
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M E M O R A N D U  M 

June Zlt 1963

T O : ALL. MANAGERS
ALL PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
ALL NEWS DIRECTORS

FROM: Gordo» McLendon

cc: Bo R. McLendon 
Don Keyee 
Bill Steî vart 
Mitch Le«ds

Subject; EDITORIALS

i am sick and tired of foggily written editorials, I am enclosing 
some recent editorials from WTNR In Chicago, If they atre not sufBcient to 
give you an idea of the type of thing we want, study my own editorials* copies 
of which are sent to you regularly.

The editorials I am receiving from most stations»-the local editor 
rials that is »«are proper subjects for an Einstein mentality-rthe sentences 
are long and rambling. The New Yorker would put the editorials under the 
classification of "the cloudy crystal ball" because you cannot ever understand 
very much in them.

Remember that you are writing to an audience which is hearing a 
vocal editorial. It has no time or opportunity to go back and hear again or 
reread the editorials. It must get it the first time, A radio editorial must 
be twice ao clear as a newspaper editorial—in fact four or five times as clear. 
There ia no room in radio editorials for long sentences. There is no room 
for involved and intricate clause structure. There is no room for long words 
which the audience may or may not understand. If there is any doubt in your 
mind, pick a shorter word. You cannot be too crystal clear and simple in your 
editorials. You cannot keep your words too simple. You cannot keep your 
sentences too short. You cannot emphasise and re-emphasise your fimdamental 
point too often. You must remember that it may slide by the first time. Your 
audience has no opportunity to reread the editorial-'pX repeat that again. Don’t 
fail to make your fundamental point at least twice«

Furthermore, and just ao alarming, I am not seeing any real evi­
dence of ingenuity or thoughtfulness with respect to local editorials. I am see­
ing absolutely no puckish humor, such as illustrated in oui* "Fink, Texas" 
editorial or our editorial on the F’rofumo affaur. Is it impossible for you to

(cont’d)



have a little hatno? or satire in local editorials? I see no creativity in 
editorial subjects. I see no evidence that people are sitting down and 
reading the newspapere, listening to comment, e t c ., and then creating 
an editorial that w ill cause plenty of talk. '

I easpect this from  our news departments axid I expect the program director 
to be responsible for observance of this by the news department.

Gordon McLendon

GBMius
en d .







I ,
M E M O R A N D U M

. \ T O ; A L L  M A N A G E R S ,  A L L  P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R S ,  A L L
MA NA GI NG E D I T O R S

F R O M ;  G O R DON M c L E N D O N

D A T E ;  N O V E M B E R  2 6 ,  1962

Henceforth, all editorials will be placed within newscasts Any newscast containing 
an editorial will run 5:45 instead of 4:30, or, if your newscasts are normally shorter 
than 4;30, they will be 2dlowed to be 1:15 longer when they contain an editorial.

This rule applies only to KLIF, KILT, KTSA and WYNR.

We believe that we will be hitting an audience listening to, and thus presumably 
concerned with, news. We believe the editorials will spice our newscasts. Further, 
it should overcome the frequently heard objections from teenagers that we editorialiase 
too much, interrupting the music. This group in the main mentally tunes off during 
newscasts so we haven't lost a thing. Furthermore, this new move will give our news­
casts a greater sense of "depth", if in length alone.

Editorials should be placed about 2 1/2 minixtes deep into newscasts andfoUowed 
with other news stories.

The intro:

More news following this one-minute ( call letters)
editorial by________________________ _ , ( title )

Instead of a close, you will go directly to the dateline of the next story.

Gordon McLendon
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MEMORANDUM IN RS THE REQUIREMENT THAT 
STATIONS WEIGH EDITORIALIZEJ’SEEK OUT" AND 
PRESENT THE OPPOSING POINTS OF VIEW

When the Comm ission, on June 2, 1949» issued its decision which 

authorized stations to editorialize, it held that if a station editorialized 

it had an affirmative obligation to (1) "seek  out" and (2) present the 

opposing point of view. Even though the Com m ission has not expressly- 

m odified that decision by any specific language, it has, nevertheless, 

by interpretation, watered down the scope of these obligations.

From  recent Com m ission actions and interpretative letters it now 

becom es clear that if the editorial carried  by the station relates to a 

broad or general subjeci--=such ap, for example, Am ericanism , safety 

on the highway, balancing the Federal budget or conservation of natural 

resou rces “ “ it is not necessary for  a station to seek out and present the 

"other side. " -J  On the other hand, it has also becom e equally clear 

that if the editorial makes a specific attack upon an individual, then the 

station not only has an obligation to seek out that individual and give him 

an opportunity to reply, but it also must supply him with a copy of the 

editorial either before it is presented on the air, or, at the very latest, 

at the time it is presented

However, when the editoriali deals with a specific national or international 
controversial subject-=for exaunple, the legislation proposing that the United 
States purchase United Nations' bonds or AT&T's participation in T e lsta r-“ 
and there are available to you x’esponsible spokesmen for the "other side", 
they should be advised o f the editorial and afforded an opportunity of reply.
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on the air. It is n̂ ot necessary that the station pursue the matter and fort, 

an opponent to respond; the station has discharged its responsibility by 

offering the tim e.

If a station editorializes on behalf o f a political candidate it should, 

prior to the time that the editorial appears on the air, supply a copy of 

the editorial to the opponent and, at the same time, afford the opponent 

an opportunity to reply.

The editorial problem s arise when an editorial is not general in nature 

and is also not related to specific individuals. The c loser  the editorial 

approaches a specific subject-~and the "other side" is easily ascertained-“ 

the clearer it becom es that the requirement to "seek  out" is applicable.

For example, if the editorial is critica l o f the manner in which streets 

are repaired or subjects are taught in public sch ools— and even though 

no names are m entioned-“the station has an obligation to advise those 

administrators in charge of these projects of the editorials and offer them 

time for reply. As a matter of policy, it would appear to us that when this 

is done a copy o f the editorial should also be supplied. On the other hand, 

if the editorial deals generally with the poor caliber o f public o fficia ls, 

then there is no obligation to "seek  out" or supply copies of the editorials 

to anyone.

There are no hard and fast rules to govern the question of presenting 

"the other side"; each situation must be separately evaluated. On
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T O - ALL STATION MANAGERS 

cc: B. R. McLendon 
F R O M ;  G O k . Don Keyes

Marcus Cohn
D A T E :  A U G U S -

July 30, 1 9 6 2

FROM: Gordon McLendon

enclosed on,/- .a 
■..urrent thinking the 
»dvisc' ana i -
In a letter ot July 13th, which the Commission wrote to KB MY in 
Billings, Montana, relating to its use oi editorials, the FGC made 
it crystal clear that where an editorial attacks an individual or 
organization by name, a copy o£ the specific editorial or editorials 
shall be communicated to the person or organization attacked, 
either prior to or at the time of the broadcast of such editorials .

1 have cautioned all of you many times before on this particular 
responsibility and now the C om m ission's stern letter to the licensee 
in Billings makes it clear that you must be doubly responsive to the 
orders I have given.

Gordon McLendon

P. S. ;
In cases where we do editorials of national or international scope, 
we will make the proper contact from  Dallas, sending the appro* 
priate parties a copy of the editorial or editorials in question and 
soliciting their response by offering equal time. The order to you 
obviously intended to cover only those editorials which you write 
and deliver locally .

GBM:us
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From  recent Com m ission actions and interpretative letters it now 

becom es clear that if the editorial carried  by the station relates to a 

broad or general subject-=such as, for example, Am ericanism , safety 

on the highway, balancing the Federal budget or conservation of natural 

resou rces~ -it is not necessary for  a station to seek out and present the 
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However, when the editoriad deals with a specifiĉ  national or international 
controversial subjeci"=for example, the legislation proposing that the United 
States purchase United Nations' bonds or AT&T's participation in T elstar«» 
and there are available to you responsible spokesmen for the "other side", 
they should be advised of the editorisd and afforded an opportunity of reply.
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on the air. It is not_ necessary that the station pursue the matter and fort, 

an opponent to respond; the station has discharged its responsibility by 

offering the tim e.

If a station editorializes on behalf of a political candidate it should, 

prior to the tircne that the editorial appears on the air, supply a copy of 

the editorial to the opponent and, at the same time, afford the opponent 

an opportunity to reply.

The editorial problem s arise when an editorial is not general in nature 

and is also not related to specific individuals. The closer the editorial 

approaches a specific subject--and the "other side" is easily ascertained-- 

the clearer it becom es that the requirement to "seek  out" is applicable.

For example, if  the editorial is criticcd of the manner in which streets 

are repaired or  subjects are taught in public sch ools--and  even though 

no names are m entioned--the station has an obligation to advise those 

administrators in charge of these projects of the editorials and offer them 

time for reply. As a matter of policy, it would appear to us that when this 

is done a copy o f the editorial should also be supplied. On the other hand, 

if the editorial deals generally with the poor caliber of public o fficia ls, 

then there is no obligation to "seek  out" or supply copies of the editorials 

to anyone.

There are no hard and fast rules to govern the question of presenting 

"the other side"; each situation must be separately evaluated. On
a
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the other haad, the rules can be summarized, in a general v;ay, by these 

principals:

■ o

lo When the editorial deals with a specific 
loca l controversial matter, the ’’ other side" 
should be advised of the editorial and given an 
opportunity to reply.

2o Whether the subject is local in character or 
not, if  the editorial is an attack upon a specific 
person, he should be given a copy of the editorial 
as soon as possible and afforded an opportunity to 
reply.

3. When the subject is of a specific national 
character ( such as, for CKample, any specific 
national legislation ) and responsible spokesmen 
for the "other side" are available, they should 
be notified cind given an opportunity to reply.

4. When the subject is of a general or broad 
national or international nature there is no 
affirm ative obligation to seek out the "other side" 
and afford it an opportunity to reply, but, if a 
responsible spokesman for the "other side" demands 
an opportunity for reply, it should be given to him.

Cohn and Marks

August 13, 1962

O
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Goidou hai com e up with a aev/ xaii-o ios- editcu-cala which has a gxsa-£ deal 
qI li-ierito P lease pui it ititc esisct immediatalyo

Sairo: •aCLIF coniments 3 diSoi J.ailyc The 
Spealcei’ is Gordon Mcljendom Preaidsat 
of K.UP, .Uetsaing iim a.

( Editoxiai )

O

Close; “ The precediag was ¿ai edigoidal opioiOBo 
The Speaker was Gordcai KlcLisadoii» 
President o f Kl.iJ5‘ and the McLendon 
Stations, “

Hens;e£o.i*tbi» ail editorial copy w ill ba held to 60 seconds.

■ya

Doc. Keyes
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RADIOTORIAL, ,Nc.

1»

June 22, 1959

5 7 5 5  H a u b n e r  Road  
C in cinn a ti  39, O hio

J A ck so n  2-1914

Mr. Jack Irvine 
Radio Station KROW 
i|6l4. 19th Street 
Oakland 12, California

Dear Mr. Irvine:

From almost every quarter in the industry broadcasters are 
being urged to exercise their right of editorial opinion.
As veteran broadcasters ourselves, we understand the 
misgivings of many station operators concerning the function 
of the editorial.
Good editorial writers are expensive gentlemen, 
are nothing but big trouble.

Bad ones

Our experience with the radio editorial goes back to 1950.
With this background and understanding, we have established 
a service to meet this need in the industry. Granted the 
editorial creates its greatest impact when it is local in 
nature, still it is almost impossible for many broadcasters 
to create a local editorial every day, for many reasons.
Our service will provide you with seven editorials every week. 
It is our hope that those using our service will be able to 
produce their own strictly local editorials as the need 
arises in the community. But the pressure to produce a 
piece of creative writing every twenty-four hours is 
elininated by RADIOTORIAL.
We have enclosed three samples of our service. As you can 
see, they deal with situations which do concern your listeners. 
Supplemented by your own occasional editorial effort, they 
will make you listeners and create new respect in the 
community for your station.
Let me make this clear: RADIOTORIAL, Inc. is a profit-making
concern. have no special ax to grind. We are not
subsidized by anyone. Our service will create editorials 
which are hard-hitting and to the point. But have no 
fear of you or your station being "labeled" in a political 
sense by their use.
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RADIOTORIAL, ,n c .
5 7 5 5  H a u b n e r  Road  
C in cinn a ti  39, O hio

J A c k so n  2-1914

We do not require you use any certain number of our 
editorials....or any at all, for that matter. You 
exercise your own editorial judgement. If we should 
send you something with which you cannot agree and do not 
want to broadcast, don't use it. You may change any of 
our editorials around, as you see fit. We are simply 
providing a service.
Our fee for this service is ten dollars ($10.00) per 
week, billed monthly.
We will send you the first batch of seven editorials--all 
timely--upon receipt of your letter requesting our service. 
Your letter will serve as a contract and you may cancel 
at your pleasure, If you desire a formal contract, indicate 
this in your reply and we will gladly oblige.
With the first series, we will also include some tips and 
observations on̂  the most effective use of the radio 
editorial. Our writing staff includes men with solid 
backgrounds in radio, T.V. and newspaper editorial work.
Of course, this service will be yours exclusively in the 
market area. We have not contacted any other stations 
in either San Francisco or Oakland,
Awaiting your early reply, I am

Yours trulÿ-.

'-•̂ John H, Fraira

JF/erg 
enc. 3
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RADIOTORIAL

THE Cam paign  of t h e  u n it e d  s t a t e s  p o s t o f f ic e  in  ( your tov,n ) 

and elsev ĥere t o  break  up a v ic io u s  smut Ra c k e t , vihich makes

CHILDREN ITS PRIME TARGET» DESERVES THE SUPPORT OF EVERY 

C ITIZEN » USING Ma ILING LIFTS BOUGHT FROM MAKERS OF ITEMS 

NORMALLY SOLD TO YOUNGSTERS, THESE PURVEYORS OF FILTH SOLICIT 

TEEN -aGERS for PICTURES AND FILM ORDERS THROUGH THE Ma ILS.

THE SOLICITATIONS COME IN LETTER FORM PURPORTEDLY SIGNED BY 

MODELS, FREQUENTLY, SAMPLE PICTURES ARE ENCLOSED, UNTIL NOW 

THE JUSTICE departm ent HAS BEEN VIRTUALLY HELPLESS IN PROSECUTING 

th e  SELLERS FOR SENDING THIS O&SCENE MATERIAL THROUGH THE MAILS, 

THE GOVERNMENT COULD FILE CHARGES ONLY IN THE PLaCE OF ORIGIN. 

u s u a l l y , t h i s  !S LOS AN^FS OR NEW JERSEY , AND LOCAL 

CONDITIONS MAKE IT NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN A CONVICTION. 

HOWEVER, CONGRESS HAS NOW P/^SED A LAW WHICH ALLOWS 

PROSECUTION IN THE CITY WHERE THE MATERIAL IS RECEIVED, AS WELL 

aS th e  c i t y  FROM V HIGH IT IS SENT, MUCH OF THIS MAILED 

PORNOGRAPHY AND VULGARITY HaS Cu ME INTO ( YOUR TOWN),

POFTaL AUTHORITIES HERE ARE EQUIPPED TO T aKE ACTION. PARENTS 

are aSKED t o  WATCH FOR SUCH MAILINGS. WHEN FOUND, CONTaCT THE 

POSTMASTER OR POSTa L INSPECTOR. HE’ LL T a KE IT FROM THERE..TO 

THE U .S . DISTRICT ATTORNEYS
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RADiOTOR SAL

RECENT NEWS DISPATCHES TOLD OF A SPEECH IN THE SENATE BY 

OHIO*S STEVEN YOUNG IN WHICH SENATOR YOUNG AGAIN BLASTED 

C IV IL  DEFENSEo THE SENATOR LISTED SOME SPECIFIC INSTANCES I'HICH. 

HE CONTENDED, SHOVS MONEY a ND MATERIAL APE BEING WaSTED DY THOSE 

IN CHmRGE OF V/TnuQS C IV IL  DEFENSE aLTHORITIES«

THIS IS Nói THE FIRST TIME SENaTOR YOUNG HaS (^UEST K NED THE

POLICIES OF C IV IL  DEFENSE» NOR IS THE SLNaTOR THE ONLY ONE 

TO WHOM SERIOUS QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CIVIL DEFENSE PROGRAIvl 

HmVE OCCURRED»

IF SOME OF THE CHmRGES AIRED BY SENATOR YOUNG ARE SUPPORTED 

BY THE FACTS, IT IS TIME TO PLUG THE LOOPHOLES, IF , ON THE 

OTHER Ha n d , THE C IV IL  DEFENSE PROGR>aM IS BEING PROPERLY aND 

a b ly  a d m in is t r a t e d , UNSUPF’ORTED a tta c k s  a g a in s t  i t  SHOULD 

CE/\SE» WE Have NO QUARREL WITH EITHER THE SENATOR OR WITH 

C IV IL  DEFENSE» WE HQ THINK WE HAVE A CONSIDERABLE STAKE (N 

C IV IL  DEFENSE BECAUSE IT^'S SU0POSED TO vORK FOR OUR SaFETY 

and PROTECTION, AND BECAUSE I T ’S OUT— AND YOUR— TAX DOLLARS 

THAT GO TO SUPPORT C IV IL  DEFENSE. THE LAST TIME SENATOR 

YoUNG SPOKE OUT IN THIS MANNER, THE WHOLE THING DISINTEGRATED 

INTO A SORT CF NaME CaLLING CONTEST BETWEEN THE SENATOR aND 

VARIOUS C IV IL  DEFENSE O FFICIa LSc WE HOPE THaT WON’T HAPPEN

a g a in , we HOPE THE ErfTIRE MaTTER CAN BE AIRED, AND CLARIFIED, 

ONCE AND FOR a LL, BEFORE THE PEOPLE LOSE CONFIDENCE IN BOTH 

THE INTEGRITY OF THE SENATOR mND THE VALIDITY OF THE NEED 

FOR C IV IL DEFENSE,
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r a d io t o r ia l

RESEmRCH SClEr-iTlSTS AT THE RECÊ Í̂T NmTIONa L a-NFERENCE OIM AIR

POLLUTION EXHIBITED SOLID BELIEF THaT POISONS FED INTO THE 

AlR IN OUR m ec h a n ized  aGE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH SICKNESS

AND DEATH« LUNG CANCER, OTHER RESPIRATORY AILMENTS AND HE/-.RT 

DISEASE are th e  t y p e s  OF ILLNESS MENTIONED MOST FREQUENTLY. 

CHIEF SOURCE OF THESE a IR f^OLLlD'ANTS aPPmRENTLY IS AUTOMOBILE 

EXHAUSa. IF YOU TURK DOHSiTOl N EaCH DaY, YOU aRE MORE LIKELY 

TO CONTP'aCT ONE OF THE AFOREMENTIONED AILMENTS THaN a PERSON 

I'HO STaYS in  th e  SUBURBS (OR THE COUNTRY) aLL DAY  ̂ V HERE 

EXHAUSE FUMES ARE NOT aS PREVALENT. THE MOST EFFECTIVE VaY 

TO ELIMINATE a NY DANGEROUS CONDITION IS STOP IT AT THE SOURCE. 

THIS C..N BE DONE ON mUTOMuBILES, BUSSES a ND TRUCKS T ITH EXHAUST 

a f t e r - b u r n er so DErROlT AUTO MANUFACTURERS SaY SUCH A DEV ICE 

STILL IS TOO COSTLY IN A COMf’ETITfVE MARKET, THE SCIENTISTS 

agree THAT THE EQUIPMENT V OULD COST MONEY, Bin' NOT AS MUCH 

/aS th e  MANUFACTURERS CLAIM. IT 'S  DOUBTFUL IF THERE IS a 

MOTORIST I'HO fOULDN'T I'lLLINGLY SACRIFICE A COUPLE OF STRire 

OF CHROME TO aLLOV; THE AUTor:oB!L£ INDUSTRY TO INCLUDE L IF E - 

Sa v in g  a f t e r - burners a;5 stan d a r d  e q u ip m e n t .

-I .



EDITORiAL
run on KEIF-D alla 8 3 KTSA-San Antonio, KIET~Houston„ KEEL-Shreveport

Wednesday Decem ber 11, 1957 at following times;
7;15, 7:45, 8:15, 9:15, 10:15, U;15 AM
12:15, 2:15, 4;15, 5;15, 6;15, 7:15, 10:15, 11:15 PM

OPEN

We take you now to the editorial office© of ¡,KL.IF, KTSA, KIET, KEEI4  for a 
sta tement o f editorial opinion by this station. Hera is Gordon McLendon, 
president of j^KLIF, KTSA, KILT, KEEL), to bring you that statement.

EDITORIAL

o -

Several weeks ago, the Texas Triangle Radio Stations, KLIT' in Dallas, 

KILT in Houston, KTSA in San Antonio anji KEEL in Shreveport, urged 

President Eisenhov/er to appoint J. Edgar Hoover as head of a crash m issile 

program..

We see no reason to change oiu* original position. The administration's 

handling o f m issile  deve.lopment continues to reserooble the abject and tragi­

com ic confusion o f Keystone Kops. The man for the job is  J. Edgar Hoover. 

Mr. H oover has competent aides y^ho could relieve him for tiie rnombnt at tJ.ie 

FBI. He is  fearless , an able administra.ior and a man who has the guts tc 

res ist tbiC kind of political and newspaper pi*essure which has just forced  the 

unbelievable public relations blunder on the Bands o f Carnavai.

While Russia .launches Sputnik, we sputter,. Our satellite not only does 

not go up - -  it blows up. M o?« iznportant., this grievous pijblic blunder holds up 

for all the world to see idae now undeniable fact that we do not have the 

intercontinental m issile - and Russia does.

The bungling and bickering going on within the defense department 

and the administraiion continues. Millions of A fricans and A siatics nov/ 

view  Russia as our superior.
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In these days» uncertainty lies  heavy on our land. In the vin- 

coordixiated and ineificient administration of our m issile programs we 

have watched the good old days drain av/ay. Even our dom estic economy 

has been damaged. We are rxuming eastward against the grain of time.

A s we said earlierg the defense of Portland now begins in Shanghai^ and 

oiur east coast is  the west coast o f the Rhine.

A s the angels of Christmas herald peace on earth and good v/ill 

to meur another nation prepares for v/ar. In Americag our m issile  commamd 

ro lls  derelict. The hour is  late^ W'e stand at Armageddon and we battle 

for the right.

The slow days o f the Cold War have dragged into yearsi but no 

great tyranny baa e’̂ ^  lasted - -  the em pires of Pharoah, Caesar, Philip,
, -t -u.

Napoleon, and H^t3.^r^ave each flourished, and held sway - -  and were 

destroyed, ^ ' l l ,  whole nations have been swallowed up before their 

destruction. Let us take this warning from  iii'i.jiwsry.

To those o f us who stand on the threshhold of tom orrow, the 

Texas Triangle Stations urge J. Edgar H oover's immediate appointment 

as unlimited chief of a crash m issile  program . Let not Am erican roses 

wither in ^x>ols of blood.

CLOSE
This h«ts been a. statement o f editorial opinion by KLIF iKTSAp KILT^ KEEL) 
The speaker was Gordon McLendon, president of KLIF JKTSA, KILT, KEEL).
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