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ARISTOTLE semarks, ¢ that there are

¢ animals whofe nature is ambiguous, and
¢ are. partly allied to man, and partly to quac
< drupeds; fuch as the pigiice, the debes, and
< the cyuoccpbali. The kebe is a pigmy with a
¢ tail; and the eynocepbalus is perfely fimilar
¢ to the pigmy, except that it is larger and
¢ fironger, and has a longer muzzle, approache
¢ ing nearly to that of the bull-dog, from which
¢ circumftance its name has been derived. Its
¢ manners are likewife more ferocious, and its

* Ape with a flatifh fice ; ears Tike ‘thofe of a mans body
of the fize of a cat;. colour aboye an -olive brown, beneath
yellowifh; nals flacs bustocks naked; fits

Sypf,of Qbad. p. 58

right; Pennans

Quad. p. 149,

anis ct rotundatis3
que caudas non habent:

e

i Eg o.
Sini flvanas, ccpudass masbus

capite fubrotundos
Kina. Sp. Nat, p. 34, ¥

¢ teeth

THE PIGMY. 107

¢ teeth are ftronger than thofe of the pigmy,
¢ and have a greater refemblance to thofe of the
¢ dog. From this paflage, it is apparent, that
neither the pigmy not the eynocephbalus men=
tioned by Ariftorle have a tail ; for he fays, that

h tails are called Acbes, and that
the cynacephalus tefembles the pigmy in every
article, except the muzzle and teeth, Hence
‘Ariftorle takes notice of two apes without tails,
the pigmy and eynoccphialus, and other apes with

tails,

y
to which he gives the denomination of

bees. - Nows 10 c
with that of Ariftotle, we fhall remark, that we
have feen three fpecies of apes without tails, the
orang-outang, the gibbon, or long armed ape,
and the: magot, or Barbary ape, and that the
pigmy is none of thefe three fpecies; for the
orang-outang and gibbon could not be known to
Atiftotle, fince thefe animals are only found in
the: fouthern parts of Africa and India, which
were not difcovered in his time; befides, they
have charalers very different from thofe he
aferibes to the pigmy. But the third: fpecies,

which we call the magaf, or Batbary ape, is the
eynacephalus of Ariftotle; for it has no tail; its
muzzle refembles that of a bull-dog; and its
canine teeth are long and thick.  Befides, this
animal is common in Afia Minor, and other eaft~
ern provinces which were known to the Greeks.
The pigmy belongs to the fame country ; but
we know it only from the relations of travel=
lers.

pare our own knowledge
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lers.  But, though we have never been able to
procure this ape, its exiftence is equally real wity
that of the eynocephalus.  Gefer and Johnfioy
have given figures of the pigmy. M. Briffon
mentions his having feen it, and he diftin.
guillies it from the cynocephalis ox Barbary ape
which he likewife faw. He confirms AriﬂctIe‘s‘
remark, that thee two animals refemble each
other in every thing, except that the cynocephalus
has a longer muzzle than the pigmy *.

We remarked, that the orang-outang, the
pigmy, the gibbon, and the Barbary ape, are the
only ‘animals to which the generic name gpe
ought to be applied ; becaufe they alone want
the tail, and walk fpontaneoully, and oftener on
w0 feet than on four feet. The orang-outang
and the gibbon are very different from the pigmy
and Barbary ape.  But, as the two latter havea
perfec refemblance, except in the length of the
muzzle and the largenefs of the canine teeth,
the one has frequently been miftaken for the
other. They have always been mentioned under

o tail, aod a lhog
e ape.. T fow feveral apes which difred only
Their fce, cars, and nals, were. very fr

1 hof of man, The hair which covered.ther bodicn excpt
ih ook, which e ke, s  mirs of grena el
e green predominates on the foperior part of the body, and
skl e e g o The T s

* The firf race of apes, which have n
muzzle: 1. T

! : + .. The fecond race of apes,
i bave ol avd 3 oo e 1. The po
rom the ape only in having a long. masle, like thatof 2 dog
1 fow feveral of them which had no difference bat e g

Regn, duim, . 185, 19

the
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the common appellation of ape, even in-lan~
guages which have one name for apes without

tails, and another for thofe which have tails. In

German, both the pigmy and Barbary ape are

called aff, and ape in Englifh, It is only in the

Greek language that each of thefe animals has a

proper name.  Gynocephalus is rather an adjec~

tive than a proper fubftantive; and for that rea=

fon we have not adopted it.

From the teftimony of the ancients, it appears,
that the pigmy is more mild and docile than all
the other apes with which they were acquainted,
and that it was common in Afia, as well as in
Lybia, and other provinces of Africa which
were frequented by the Greek and Roman tra-
vellers. Hence I prefume that the following
paffages of Leo Africanus and Marmol ought to
be applied to the pigmy. They tell us, that the
apes with long tails, which are fhown in Mau-
ritania, and which the Africans call mones, come
from the Negro country; but that the apes with=
out tails are natives, and very numerous in the
mountains of Mauritania, Bugia, and Conftan-
tina: ¢ They have,’ fays Marmol, ¢ the feet, the
“ hands, and the countenance of a man, and are
¢ extremely malicious and full of fpirit. They
“live upon herbs, corn, and all kinds of fruits.
“They go in troops into the gardens or felds ;
< but, before they leave the thickets, one of them
¢ afcends an eminence, from which he views the
¢ country; and, when he fees no perfon, he

oo
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« gives the fignal, by a cry, for the reltto pros
< ceed, and removes not from his ftation as lopg
¢as they continue abroid. But, whenever he
¢ perceives any perfon approaching, he fercamy
¢ with a loud voice and, by leaping from tres
¢ to tree, they all fly to the mountains, The
¢ fight is worthy of admiration ; for the females
¢ though they carry four or five yo
¢ their backs, make great fprings
¢ branch.
¢ numbers of them ate taken by diffe
 When wild, they bite defperately ; but by cae
¢ refles they are cafily tamed. They do much
¢ mifchief to.the fruits and corn; for they ga
¢ ther it together in heaps, cut it, and throw it
< on the ground, whether it be ripe or not, and
 deftroy more than they cat of carry off. Thofe
¢ who are tamed perform things which are al.
¢ moft incredible, and imitate every human ace
¢tion*”  Kolbe relates nearly the fame fas
with regard to the apes of the Cape of Good
Hope. - But, from his figure and defcription, it

is obvious, that thefe apes are baboons, and have

a fhort tail, a long muzzle, pointed nails, &3
andthat they ae sugh Jarger aod fr ;
the apes of Mauritania . We may, therefore,

prefume, that Kolbe has copied the paffage from

Marmol, and attributed to the baboons of the
=LA de Marmol, tom. . p. 57
7 e
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Cape the manders and difpefitions of Mauri=
tanian pigmies: :

The pigny, the Barbary ape, and the baboon,
were known to-the ancients ; thefe animals are
found in Afia: Minor, Arabia, Upper Egypt, and
in all the northern parts of Afica. FHlence this
paffage of Marmol may be applied to all. the
three. But it correfponds not with the baboon ;
for it mentions, that thefe apes have no, tails.
Neither is it the Barbary ape, but the pigmy, of
which this author treats ;. for the Batbary ape
s not eafily tamed, and, inftead of four or five,
it generally produces only two young:  But the
pigmy, being fmaller, hould produce a greater
number. Befides, it is milder and more docile
than the Barbary ape, which is never perfe€tly
tamed.  For thefe reafons, I am convinced that
it is not the Barbary ape, but the pigmy, to which
the paffage in the above athor. ought to be aj
plied. The fame remark is applicable toa ps
fage of Rubruquis; when mentioning the apes
of Cathay, he fays, ¢ That, in every article,
 they are fafhioned like man. . . . That they
¢ are more than a foot and'a half high, and all
¢ covered with hair; that they live in caverns;
< that, in order to, feize them, the natives put
¢ firong imebriating liquors in the caverns they
< frequent; . . « that they affemble together to
¢ drink thefe liquors, crying chinchin, from which
< they have obtained the name of chincbin;

“ that, after intoxicating themfe

<afleep,
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< aflep, when they are cafly taken by the hun,
¢ters.” Thefe charalers correfpond with the.
plgmy, and by no means with the Barbary ape,
The latter we have feen alive, and never heard
it cry chinchin. Befides, it is much more thay
a foot and a half high, and has not fo greata
refemblance to man as the author alledges, We
have the fame reafons for applying to the pigmy
the figure and remark of Profper Alpinus. - He
tells us, that the fmall apes without tails, which
he faw in Egypt, tame fooner and more eafily
than any other; that they have likewife more
fagacity and induftry, and are gayer and more
froliclome. Now, the Barbary ape is thick, and
of a confiderable Rature it is a dirty, ferocious,
melancholy animal, and is never fully tamed,
Hence the charaers given by Profper Alpinus
to his ape without a tail, apply not to the Bar-
bary ape, and can belong to no other animal
than the pigmy.

Diftinélive Charatters of this Specics.
The pigmy has no tail, and his canine teeth
are not proportionally larger than thofe of man.
He has a flat face; his nails are likewife flat,
and rounded like thofe of the human fpecies.
He walks on two feet, and is about a foot and
a half in length. His difpofition is mild, and
he is eafily tamed. The ancients alledge, that
the female is fubject to the meufirual difcharge,
and analogy permits us not to doubt the fact.
The

The GIBBON, or Long-armed APE*

HE gibbon keeps himfelf always ered,
even when he walks on four feet; becaufi
his arms are as long as both his body and legs.
We have feen him alive.
feet in height ;
tivity. Hence we may prelume, that he had
tlot acquired his full dimenfions, and that, in a
natural flate, he might arsive at four feet. He
bas not the veflige of a tail.  But he is diftin-

* Long-armed ape, with a flat fiarthy face, furrounded

difproportioned length, reaching quite to the g
the animal s ere@, its nawral pmm of @ lideous defor-
ity Foenet i of Qo 4

priores manibus f
¢ animal poftea Roma non vidic.”
st Hb. v xuws vocat, elfeque tradit face fatyes finilems
i i o 1. N, T gy b e s of
s of Pliny, which ouzhe to be pronounced Abus and
m,.. m) Have originaly come fiom hepbi, the Helaew 3nd Chle

VoL, viir. guithed




	2358 The Pigmy Vol 8
	2359
	2360
	2361 The Gibbon Vol 8

