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GAIL, TEXAS -  BLOCK NORTH OF COUTYHOUSE -IN 1926 

NOTE THE UNPAVED STREET

LIGHYS FOR GAIL
DONATION BY

(Your Name)

Nights available will be from November 27 through December 31, 1999.

Bulbs @f$5.00 per person per bulb Nights @$25.00 per person or couple
per night. per night.

Date
x $5.00 @ $25.00
x $5.00 @ $25.00
x $5.00 @ $25.00
x $5.00 @ $25.00
x $5.00 @ $25.00
x $5.00 @ $25.00

Total Bulbs $ Total N ights $

To be fair to all please limit each bulb or night to one of the following examples: 
John Smith If you want to list John, Jane, Joe & Julie Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. John Smith Please list them on separate lines.
John Smith Family

TOTAL ENCLOSED $
MAIL T O :

B o x  312F . U •

Your donation is greatly appreciated. G a i l , TX 79738

(A receipt will be sent when requested)

Please note below if you wish to have the name listed above "In Honor of.. "
"In Memory of..."

For example if you listed Joe Jones for a night, note here that it is in memory of, 
or any special notation you wish.

SIXTH ANNUAL LIGHTING OF THE STAR

You a r e  in v i te d  to  a tte n d ! th e  6 th  A nnual L ig h tin g  o f  th e  S ta r  on G a il M ountain . Once again.^ 
th e  "STAR" on G a il M ountain w i l l  b e  l i t  on F r id a y ,  N ovem ber 26, 1999 a t  7 :00  P . M. and w i l l  
co n tin u e  to  s h in e  u n t i l  J a n u a ry  1, 2000. The Museum in  th e  C o u r ty a rd  w i l l  b e  open  a t  5 :00  
P . M. f o r  re m in is c in g , v i s i t a t io n  and r e f r e s h m e n ts .  T h e re  w i l l  b e  lo c a l  t a l e n t  p r o v id in g  
m usic f o r  y o u r  e n jo y m e n t. P le a s e  p la n  to  a t te n d .
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B u ilt  in  l a t e  1930! . T h is  p ic tu r e  and  th e  one on th e  f r o n t  p ag e  s e n t  b y  la N e ll  ( J o h n s o n ) 
D eaton , 325 R a in tre e  DR #52, T y le r ,  TX 75403. We s a y  THANKS""

BRICKS FOR THE NEW COURTHOUSE

OLD GAIL

If time could turn again to Gail 
In times of “ use to be”
If we could walk again upon 
the streets of memory.

We’d meet in Dorwood’s Drugstore 
and sip a sasparilla 
say hi to Myrtle Hopkins 
who carries her umbrella.

The Millinery Shop display 
attracts the passing ladies 
and Jim Smith passes on the street 
and tells about his babies.

Then hurries to his blacksmith shop 
and stokes the burning embers 
and people hurry on the street 
in golden mid-September.

And times are good and neighborhood 
exemplifies perfection 
and all in sweet accord await 
Gail’s very first election.

Miss Minnie teaches at the school.
Doc Prince makes his rounds.
Men gather on the sidewalk.
The mail hack brings the mail.

J.N. Hopkins reads his law book.
The sheriff keeps his jail.
Cowboys come to town again 
and all await the mail.

All this has faded in the mist 
A picture perfect scene 
but hearts relive and minds recall 
and “ Old Gail” lives again.

Bobble J. Lawson 
2267 W. Inglewood 

Springfield, MO 65810

LETTERS FROM THE PENS OF OUR READERS

E n c lo se d  i s  a  c h e c k  f o r  my s u b s c r ip t io n  to  th e  
B orden  C itiz e n  and  to  one f o r  my b r o th e r  B in ie  
W h ite . I  am s t i l l v e r y  much in te r e s t e d  in  s a v in g  
th e  o ld  s c h o o l  h o u se  in  so u th  B orden  C o . th a t  i s  
W est o f  t h e  G r if f in  Ranch and n e a r  th e  o ld  W ilson 
P la c e . My g r e a t  Aunt w as one o f  t h e  te a c h e r s  
t h e r e .  No one seem s to  c la im  o w n e r s h ip ,  b u t  I  b e -  
l e iv e  t h a t  we c o u ld  m anage to  p r e s e r v e  o u r  h i s t o r y . 
L e t me know i f  t h e r e  i s  any  s u p p o r t .  I  h a v e  ta lk e d  
w ith  s e v e r a l  p e o p le  t h a t  w ould  b e  w il l in g  to  c o n t r i ­
b u te  to  s a v in g  t h i s  b u i ld in g .  M artha  K a llu s

H C 71, Box 109, C oahom a, TX

N ov. 15, 1998 My good f r i e n d s  in  B orden  C oun ty , 
a  h a p p y  T h a n k sg iv in g  and  C h r is tm a s .  I  w as r a i s e d  
in
s c u r r y  County b u t  I  m a r r ie d  Wat W eath e rs  in  1923, 
th e n  m oved to  B orden  County.W e h a d  good n e ig h b o rs  
t h e r e ,  E dd  M u rp h y , Von R o e d e rs , B a r r i e r s ,  R ic h te r s  
& many m ore good p e o p le  o u t t h e r e .  We m oved to  
H am ilton , T e x . in  1952. I  s t i l l  m iss  o u r  o ld  fAITH_^ 
f u l  f r i e n d s  and  lo v e d  o n e s . I  lo v e  g e tt in g  th e  C i t i ­
zen p a p e r .  L e ila  W e a th e rs , H am ilton , T ex as

Am e n c lo s in g  $ 2 0 .0 0 . $3 .00  f o r  BORDEN CITIZEN r e ­
n e w a l, b a la n c e  a  s m a l l  d o n a tio n . T h a n k s , m uch.
Bob W h ita k e r , B re c k e n r id g e , TX

P le a s e  ren ew  my s u b s c r ip t io n  to  THE BORDEN CITIZEN 
T hank  y o u , S te p h a n ie  Brown P o r te r f i e ld ,  New Y o rk .

I  h a v e  w o n d ered  a b o u t w hy I  h a d  n o t r e c e iv e d  a 
"News L e tte r"  in  su c h  a long  tim e  and  found I  h a d  
f a i l e d  to  s e n d  new a d d r e s s  a s  r e q u e s te d .
M ary M itc h e ll ,  L u b b o ck , T ex as

Am e n c lo s in g  $3 .00  f o r  my s u b s c r ip t io n  fop  1999.
I  saw  a  c o p y  o f  th e  S p rin g  1998 a t  th e  L ib r a r y .
My h u s b a n d s  fa m ily  w ere  from  Lam esa and  we en jo y  
le a rn in g  a b o u t th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  o th e r s  w ho w ere  
e a r ly  c i t iz e n s  in  t h a t  a r e a .  M rs. C a r r o l l  A nderson  
L u b b o ck , TX.



WANDA JONES, 65, o f  S e a g ra v e s  p a s s e d  aw ay  N ov. 18, 1998. She l iv e d  in  B orden  County u n t i l  
1972 and among h e r  s u r v iv o r s  a r e  tw o  d a u g h te r s ,  Deona H ale and D eb ra  L a n c a s te r .

LINDA PERRY STANFORD, 49, o f  Big S p rin g  l o s t  h e r  long  f ig h t  on J a n . 25, 1999. She g rew  up 
in  B orden  County and g ra d u a te d  from  th e  H igh S ch o o l h e re  in  1967. She i s  s u rv iv e d  b y  h e r
m o th e r , Lura P e r ry  o f  Lake J .  B. T hom as, a  b r o th e r  Glen P e r ry  o f  V ealm oore 7 C o u sin s .

BONNIE WILSON, OF H e re fo rd  l e f t  t h i s  E a r th  F e b . 1, 1999. M r. W ilson l iv e d  in  G a il u n t i l
1942 w hen h e  m oved to  S n y d e r . S u rv iv o rs  in c lu d e  a so n , T . Glen W ilson o f  F t .  W orth , tw o 
d a u g h te r s ,  3 b r o th e r s ,  Bob o f  N am pa, I n d . ,  P e te  o f  A m a rillo , & M a rsh a ll o f  S w ee tw arw e . A 
s i s t e r ,  M a rg u e rite  F a v o r  o f  L ubbock  i s  among h is  o th e r  s u r v iv o r s .

EDWARD E . SMITH, OF G a il, d ie d  M arch 5 , 199&. He w as a  f a r m e r  in  B orden  County and was 
a s u p p o r te r  o f  B orden  County J u n io r  L iv e s to c k  A ss , and  4 -H . He i s  s u rv iv e d  b y  h i s  w ife , 
T e r ry  o f  G a il, a  so n , G e rry  o f  A m a rillo , a  so n , Jam es o f  S t r a t f o r d ,  h is  m o th e r , Ju a n ita  
S m ith  o f  Big S p r in g , tw o  s i s t e r s ,  a  b r o th e r  and many f r i e n d s .

MARY CANTRELL SANDERS, 83, o f  L ubbock  p a s s e d  aw ay  May 4 , 1999. She was b o m  in  Durham 
in  B orden  C oun ty . She was a lo n g tim e  r e s id e n t  in  B ig S p rin g  and  B orden  C ounty . She s e rv e d  
a s  County C le rk  in  B orden  County f o r  tw o  te r m s .  S u rv iv o rs  in c lu d e  a  s i s t e r ,  P a ilin e  C a n tre l l  
B righam  o f  Laguna Hi l l s ,  C a l ifo rn ia .

TOLLOE FAVER, 104, o f  S n y d e r  d ie d  May 7 , 1999. He w as b o m  M arch :lil 1895 in  L ig h t, n e a r  
F lu v a n n a , and  l iv e d  in  S n y d e r - ,  w ith  som e i n t e r e s t s  in  B orden  C oun ty . S u rv iv o r s  in c lu d e  a s 
so n , Red , and  a  d a u g h te r ,  W em ette  S m ith  o f  S n y d e r .

J .  D. HART, 78, o f  G a il p a s s e d  aw ay  May 10, 1999. He was a f a rm e r  and r a n c h e r .  Among 
h is  s u r v iv o r s  a r e  fo u r  s o n s , S idney  o f  G a il, Ronnie o f  P o s t , Kenny o f  R u idoso , N.M . and Jay  
o f M unday, s e v e n  s i s t e r s  and a b r o th e r .

WELDON "BANNIE" HANCOCK, 75, o f  B o rden  County d ie d  June 17, 1999. He was b o m  in  B orden  
County and  l i v e d  h e re  m ost o f  h is  l i f e .  He w as a c t iv e  in  th e  L iv e s to c k  A ssn , T he B o o s te r  
C lub and  w as a  g r e a t  s u p p o r te d  o f  th e  S ch o o l and  s p o r t in g  e v e n ts .  S u rv iv o r s  in c lu d e  h i s  w ife  
Ju a n d a , tw o  d a u g h te r s  and  tw o  s o n s , and  h i s  p a re n ts  o f  T ah o k a .

ALDA HARRISON STAGGS, 92, o f  Lam esa d ie d  J u ly  9 , 1999. She m oved to  B orden  County from  
A b ilen e  in  1944. S u rv iv o r s  in c lu d e  tw o  s o n s , B i l l  o f  H o b b s , N .M . and J e r r y  o f  A c k e r ly . A 
d a u g h te r ,  M ary Lynn W illiam s o f  B orden '1 C ounty , 15 g r a n d c h i ld r e n ,  26 g r e a t s  & 2 g r e a tg r e a ts .

/  , 1 1

“LIVING PORTRAIT” — Ritch Miller, who paints life on scenes 
Spain, gets down a different type sketch while visiting back in 
> home in Borden County. Posing in a living portrait on a rise in

the rugged “breaks” country on the Ralph Miller H L Ranch c 
Ralph Miller and his daughters, Becky, left, and Tammy. (St 
Photo by Pauline Warner)

D ear F r ie n d s ,  P le a s e  se n d  y o u r  l e t t e r s ,  p i c tu r e s  and  m em ories o f  G a il  to  u s  so  we can  co n ­
tin u e  to  P u b l is h  th e  N e w s le tte r .

ADDRESS: THE BORDEN CITIZEN
GAIL, TEXAS 79738



The Hail In Gail
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Pail Upon
Pail Upon P a il...

" ,'£ *
By MICHAEL 0. WESTEK ; it

GAIL, Tex. (UPI)—Hail takes its toll across Texas dur­
ing the spring and summer but the fiercest storm of all 
might have been one that hit 38 years ago in West Texas.

“We had a real whopper during May, 1934,” said Mrs. 
Adella Drew, who grew up in Borden County near the small 
community of Gail, midway between Lubbock and Big 
Spring.

“Ice was piled up after the storm—and a real l.^avy 
rain— 12 to 15 feet deep along the channel of Jolly Draw,” 
Mrs. Drew said.

“And for the Fourt hof July celebration seven weeks 
later, we got ice out of the sheltered-from-the-sun parts of 
the draw to freeze ice cream.”* * *

Possible Texas’ Worst
That hail storm may have been the worst in Texc 

history —although there are no records to prove or dispro' 
it. There were several persons caught in the storm, however, 
who will never forget it.

“It was a very hot afternoon,” said Russell Dorward, an 
oldtimer from Gail who was helping two others mend fence 
along the old ’49’ Lane in the pasture draw.

“About 1 p.m. a small, spinning black cloud formed over 
what youngsters still call “Dillahunty Mountain.’ With little 
warning the bottom just fell out,

“Fortunately, the hail was about the size of a large 
marble and we were able to get some protection by holdin 
our hands over our heads,” Dorward said. “But it fell s 
fast, and rain with it, that we could hardly breathe, ll 
seemed like it lasted a lifetime, but most likely it was only 
about 40 minutes." * # - *

Water Knee Deep
When it was over, Dorward said, water was knee deep 

on the flat, running like cold molasses because of the ice in 
it. Several persons caught in the’ storm were beaten black 
and blue by the hail stones.

“A big rise came down every creek,” Mrs. Drew said. 
“The hail killed jackrabbits, wildlife, and even small calves. 
Trees were beaten to a pulp.

“The ground was packed as hard as pavement. Stock 
tanks were ruined. Some tanks were packed so solid with ice 
you could drive a wagon team out on them.”

Hail still takes its toll on the plains. Already this year 
some farmers have had their cotton crops wiped out and a 
few ranchers have reported heavj' damage to cattle. But few 
storms can compare with the one near Gail back in 1934.
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D ear F r ie n d s  a t  G a il, E n c lo sed  money f o r  s u b s c r ip t io n  
to  w o n d e rfu l p a p e r .  One H u n d re d  y e a r s  ago , my 4 
g r e a t  g r a n d f a th e r s  & t h e i r  w iv e s  s e t t l e d  in  & l iv e d  a t  
G a il, a ls o  b o th  s e t s  o f  g r a n d p a r e n ts ,  T he J e t e r s  and 
th e  S c a lp e r  Jim  S m ith s . My p a r e n t s ,  C h a r le y  J e t e r  
& H a ttie  S m ith  w ere  b o th  b o m  in  G a il. T h ey  h a v e  
p a s s e d  on to  s e t t l e  a n o th e r  C o u n try ,a n d  w e, t h e i r  d e -  
c e n d a n ts  a r e  s t i l l  h e re  to  c h e r i s h  th e  m em ories and 
a c co u n ts  o f  l i f e  a t  G a il. B obb ie  ( J e t e r )  Lawson 
S p r in g f ie ld , Mo.

T h a n k s  B o b b ie  f o r  th e  poem in  t h i s  
N e w s le t te r .  A lso  T hank  You f o r  y o u r  
i n t e r e s t  and  l e t t e r s .

F r ie n d s  l i k e  you m ake t h i s  p a p e r  p o s s ib le !

u

✓  -  **

WAY BACK IN ’34

T h e  F ir s t  S t a t e  B a n k No..

.Days After Date
F l u v a n n a , T e x a s ,_..

V\Y TO THE ORDER OF T H E  F I R S T  ST A T E  B A N K , FLUVANNA. TEXAS,  $

1 9 2

Dollar:
For

J
J

CD To

'k'k'k'k'k

B: C. This Day Sold to Drawee, Documents Attached.
V A L U E  R E C E I V E D  A N D  C H A R G E  TO A C C O U N T  OF

At THE FIRST STATE HANK
1? L 5 J V  A  N  N  A  .  'S' K X  A  S

S E L L E R
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