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The MICO¥, or Fair Monkey,

E owe our knowledge of this animal to

M. de la' Condamine; and, therefors
we (hall tranferibe the account he has given of
it: « The monkey, of which the Governor of
¢ Para made me a prefent, is the only one of
¢ the kind that had been feen in this country,
¢ The hair on its body was of a beautiful filvery
¢ white colour; and that on its tail was a thining

fout approaching to black.  1ts ears, cheeks,

ot it twelve months ; and, when
¢ almoft in fight of the French coaft, it was
« fill alive. Bur, notwithRanding all my pre-
« cautions to defend it againft the cold, it fell a
¢ vidtim to the rigour of the feafon before my
¢ amival. . .. I have preferved it in aqua-
¢ viwz, which will be fufficient to fhow that

mkey, with 2 finall ror

thecus
subris fplendentib
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¢ my defeription is not exaggerated *.’ From
his narration it is obvious, that M. de la Con~
damine’s defcription will apply to no other ani~
mal than the mico; and that it is a diftin@, and
probibly a very rare fpecies. Though remark=
ible for the beauty of irs hair, and the lively
sed which adorns its face, it was never mention-
ed by any former author or traveller,

Diftinéiive Gharatters of this Specics,

The mico has neither cheek-pouches nor cal-
Iofitics on the buttocks. The tail is about one
half longer than the head and body, and is not
prehenfile. The partition of the noftril is thin=
ner than that of the other fagoins; but their
apertures are placed at a fide, Its face and cars
are naked, and of a vermilion. colour. The
muzzle is fhort; the eyes are diftant from each
other ; the cars are large; the hair is of 2 beau=
tiful filver white colour, and that of the tail, of
2 gloffy brown, approaching to black. It walks
on four feet, and exceeds not feven or eight
inches in length. The females are not fubject

to the menfes.

* Voyage fur Ia Riviire des Amazones, par M, de la Con-
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