The LORIS, or TAILLESS
MAUCAUCO*

THE lots is a fmall animal of Ceylon,
which is very remarkable for the elegance
ofits figure, and the fingularity of its conforma-
Son, OF all animals, its body is, perhaps, the

« Mascaoco with a fnall head, fharp pointed nofe, orbits -
omded aith & black circle, and & white fpace between thern.
i top of the head, slong the middle of the back, to the
o ther Js & drk ferroginouslse, which on the forchead is
TP el The ears are fmall. The body is covered with

il fur. The toes

naked, d
oot are long, crooked, and. fharp. ‘The len sl
e ke nofe to the rump is fixteen inches; Pensant’s ynatf, of
Quat 4135

it or i, the name given to this animal by the Datch.

Avimal clegantifimum Robinfori; Raii, S

Sinia parva ex cinerco foa, o
sibusy pedibufque loogis, tenuibus,

Oritali Myl Petrp. p- 339-

Auimalcalum cynocephalum, igradom diétam,
finie pecies Scbay vl ‘Cercopithecus
Cllonicus, feu tardigradus . 47- e 1. Klen. Quad.

. 86,
Lemur tardigradus ecaudatus 3 Linr. Syf. Nat.

incurvis, et
v, Quads o pocephalus unguibus ndicis
longis, incurvis, ct acutis 5 Jdems .

fongeft
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longeft in proportion to its bulk. Tt has nipe
lumbar vertebr, whillt all other quadrupeds
have only five, fix, or feven. The length of
its body is an effe of this firucture; and it ap-
pears fill longer, becaufe it wants a tail: Wepe
it not for this defect of tail, and the uncommoy
number of vertebr, it might be comprehended
under the lift of makis; for it refembles them
in the hands and fect, in the quality of the hair,
in the number of teeth, and in the pointed
muzzle. - But, independent of the fingularty
above taken notice of; which removes this anima]
from the makis, he bas other peculiar qualities,
His head is entirely round, and his muzzle is
almoft perpendicular to this fphere.  Hlis eyes
are exceedingly large, and very near each other,
His ears are large, rounded, and garnifhed in
the infide with three auricles, in the form of 4
fmall fhell. But, what is ftill more remarkable,
and perhaps peculiar to this animal, the femals
difcharges her urine by the clitoris, which is per=
forated Tike the penis of the male 3 and thefetwo
organs have a perfeét refemblance toeach other,
both in figure and fize.

Linnzus has given a fhort, but excellent de-
feription of this animal¥. It is likewife very
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well reprefented by Seba and it appears to be
the fume animal of which Thevenot fpeaks in
the following terms : ¢ Lfaw in the Mogul coun-
* tey, apes which had been brought from Ceylon
« They were much cfteemed, becaufe they ex-
« ceeded not the fize of a man's hand, and

« wwere of an uncommon fpecies, Their front
< wxas fat, their cyes large and round, and of
« 2 bright yellow colour, like thofe of certain
< tats. Their muzzle is very fharp, and the
« infide of their cars is yellow. They have no
eail.... When I cxamined them, they ftood
« on their hind-feet, often embraced each other,
¢ and looked fieadfaftly on the people, without
¢ being afraid %"

& Relation de Thevenot, tom. ii. p-217:
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