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THE JERBOAS.

JERBOA is a generic name employed to dénote
thofe animals which are remarkable for the
difroportion between the hind and fore legs,
the later not exceeding the length of a mole’s
and the former refembling the legs of a
In this genus, we are acq\nlmcd with
four fpecies, or diftingt varieties: 1. The Tar-
fier, or woolly Jerboa, formclly mentioned,
which is certainly a particular fpecies, becaufe it
has five toes on cach foot, like thofe of a mon=
key: 2. The Jerboa, properly fo called ¥, which
has
+ The Egypian Jerbos, with hin, e, and brcad cars, fll
and dark eyes, and long whifkers.
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has four toes on the fore feet, and thre
: ) 3 3
hind. 3. The alagtaga®, whofe legs ar:ncm
firuéted Tike thofe of the jerboa, but which f
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re toss on the fore feet and three on the hind,
it a fpur, that may pafs for a thumb or fourth
{oe, much fhorter tha the others. _ 4. The Da-
o Jracl®, or lanb of Jrael, which may be the
fame animal called Mus longipes by Linnzus T,
snd which has four toes on the fore fect, and
five on thofe behind.

The head of the jerboa has a great refem-
blance to that of the rabbit; but its eyes are
Jarger, and its ears fhorter, higher, and broader,
in proportion to its fize. - The nofe s flefh-co-
Joured and naked; and the muzzle is thick and
fhort, ' The opening of the mouth is very fmall;
the upper jaw is very broad, and the under nar-
sow and fhort. ‘The teeth are like thofe of the
fabbit; and the whifkers round the mouth are
compofed of long black and white hairs.  The
fore fet are extremely fhort, and never touch
e ground, being ufed only as hands to convey
Vi@uals to the mouth. Thefe hands have four
fingers, armed with claws, and the rudiments of
2 fifth without any claw. The hind feet have

+ Danar Jiacl, lamb of the children of Ifrael; Shas's
T
“imal quoddam pumilo. cusiculo non diffmile, fed curd-
s majus quod agus filerun pael nuncupant;s Profp. Api:
. Egpt. lib.iv. cap. 9. 232
pes, cauda. clongata vefita, palmis tetradadylis,
Syp. Nar
3 e word fieribus is hese improperly appled s for the
F cwarh, or firt bones of the foot alone, are extremely long in
this animal
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only three toes, of which the middle one s}
eft, and all three are armed with claws -r!hm'gf
istheee times longer than the body; itisco i
with fimall G hairs, of the fume colassinl
fhofe!‘onsha backy and the xizamadilal
gamithed with longer, fofir, and mare bufy
Foir.” Tho legs are aked 2nd felciomii
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the iris and pupils are brown. - The body isaas
row before, broad and almoft round belind,

The tail is very long, not fo thick as a finall -

, and two thirds of it are covered with
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e cxtremity, where they form a kind of tufe,
fich s black at the beginning, and white at
The end. The fore fect are very fhort, and have
v tocs 3 thofe behind are very long, and have
anly four toes, three of which are placed beforc,
0 the fourth, which is a thumb, flands at &
Siftance from the others.  All thefe toes are
¢ med with clawe, which are fhiorter in the fore
han in the hind feet,  The hair of this animal
‘s foft, pretty long, yellow on the back, and
white on the belly *.

From comparing thefe two deferiptions, the
it of which is taken from Edwards and Haf-
{elquift, and the fecond from Gmelin, it appears
hat the jerboa and alagtaga refemble cach other
in a firiking manner. The jerboa s only fmallex
than the alagtaga, and has but four toes on
the fore feet, and three on the hind, without
any fpur; while the alagtaga has five tocs on the
fone fect, and three and a fpur on the hind feet.
But 1 fufpee that this difference s not conflant;
for Dr. Shaw, who has given a figure and de-
feription of a Barbary jerboa, reprefents it with

poll
poll. 13 pedu

canei poll 353

b exortu digiti poferio
do_corporis anterioris poll. 11




206 THE JERBOAS,

a fpur or fourth toe on the hind fect;
Edwards remarks; that he cc\r(e]ﬁft;]:;,c:nd'M"‘
two jerboas which he faw in England, and Lot
difeover no fpur. - Hence this chara@er, ol
might ferve 23 a fpecific diftinetion el
jerbos and alagtaga, by not being conflany L
fivers no purpofe, but marks rather the idoyt,
than the diverfity of the fpecies. Neither 1)
the diffrence in fize prove them to be g
fpecies: Edwards and Hafllquift may fave g
feibed only young jerboas, s Gramb/a
alagtaga. i
Two circumflarices, however, i
ter il doubtful 3 the pmpor’lir::d\:;llh):zm‘p
which is much larger in the jerboa than ;nh):”
alagtaga, and the difference of the climateswiity
they inhabit. The jerboa is common in Ci)lm[
fia¥, Egypct, Barbary, and Arabia; and the
alagtaga in Tartary, along the Wolga, and asfi
as Siberia, It is fldom that the fume animl
inhabits climates fo different ; and, when it Klﬂjs
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Jappen, the fpecies undergoes great changes:
This we prefume o be the cafe with the jerboz,
of which, notwithftanding thefe differences, the
lagiaga feems to be only a varicty.

“Thefe animals generally conceal their hands
or fore feet among the hair; fo that, at firlt fight,
ey feem to have only two feet, In tranfport=
ing themlelves from place to place, they do not
walk, or advance one foot after another, but leap
simbly to the diftance of three o four feet.
When repofing themfelves, they fit on their
knees, and flecp only during the day. They
est grain and herbage, like the hare. Their dif-
politions are mild, and yet they can never be
tamed beyond a certain point. They dig holes
in the carth like the rabbits, and in a much
fhorter time.  About the end of fammer, they
oy up herbage in their magazines, where, in
cold countries, they pafs the winter.

As we have had o opportunity of diffecting
his animal, we fhall fubjoin the remarks of M.
Gmelin upon its internal ftrugure *.

With
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With regard o the daman, or lumb of g
children of Ifracl, which feems to be a kind o
jerbos, becaufe its fore legs are. remarkay
fhorter than  the hind, having never feen
animal, we cannot do better than copy the .
marks of Dr. Shaw, who had an opportunityef
comparing it with the jerboa, and fpeaks of they
as two diftin€t fpecies. ¢ The damany fays ity
author, ¢ is likewife an animal of Mount Lib.
nus, though common in other places of iy
ountry. It is a harmlefs creature, of the fume
fize and quality, with the rabbit; and with tie
like incurvating pofture and difpofition of the
fore teeth.  But it is of a browner colour, with
finaller eyes, and a head more pointed, Tike the
marmote. The fore feet likewife are fhort, aad
the hinder are nearly as long in proportion
thofe of the jerboa. Though this animal is
known to burrow fometimes in the ground;
I refidence and refuge are in the

of the Scriptures, than the
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rather be the faphan
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sman Trael, i-¢. Tfracl’s lamb, as thefe words are
interpreted *0 Profper Alpinus, who mentioned
his animal before Dr. Shaw, fays, that its flefh

larger than

be fufpicious s for Dr. Shaw has omitted this

palfige of Profper Alpinus, though he tranferibes
2l the othier remarks of that author.
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