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The GRAY SQUIRREL®,

" HIS animal inhabits the northern regions
of both worlds. It has a great refem~
Hancc to the fquirrel, from which it differs only
y the following external chara@ters : It is
Imgcr than the fquirrel, and its hair s not red=
(ih, but of a gray colour, more or lefs deep.
The cars are deprived of the long hairs, which
adorn thofe of the common fquirrel.  Thefe dif-
ferences, which are conftant, feen fufficient to
confttute a diftinct fpecies.  Several authors
maintain, that the gray fquirrels of Europe dif-
fer from thofe of America; that the former be=
Jong to the common kind, whofe colour changes
fon in out northern climates. With-

nding to deny this laft fa@, which,
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however, is not properly afcertained, we confider
the gray fquirrel of Europe and that of Ame.
tica as the fame animal, and as a fpecies difting:
from the common fquirrel ; for our fquirrels are
found in North America as well as in the nort
of Europe. ‘They are of the fame fize, and their
colour is of a more or lefs lively red, according
to the temperature of the climate. ~ At the fame
time, we find, in both Continents, ot fquir-
rels, which are larger, and whofe hair is grayof
blackifh in all feafons. | Befides, the fur of the
gray fquirrel is much finer and fofter than thay
of the common kind: Hence it appears, that
thefe two animals, the differences between which
are conflant, and their  fpecies, though very
fimilar, have neve
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poftively, that the gray fquirrels of Laplind
are the fame animals with our French fquitrels.
This authority would be fufficient, viere it not
contradited by other evidences. M. Regnard
tas written fome excellent theaical works 3
but he-was not much verfant in natural hiftory =
Neicher did he remain' long enough in Laplund.
1o fee the fquitrels change their colour. It s
tiue, that fome naturalifts, atd among this num-
ber s Lininzus, tell us, that, in the norchern
regions, the fquirrels change their colour in
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ter *; which is not improbable, as, in thefe
climates, hares, wolves, and weafels alfo change
their colours.  But this change is from yelloyw
or red to white, and not from yellow ot red to
an ath-colour. Bat, 1o confine ourflves to the
wus, in the Fauna Succica, fays,
«flate ruber, byeme incanus., - 'The change, there~
fore, is from red to white, or rather from red=
difh to whitifh 3 and it is not eafy to_ conceive
why Linnzus, in the laft edition of his Syfema
ature, thould have fubflituted, in place of i
canus, the word cincreus, M. Kleinf aflures
us, on the contrary, that the fquirrels in the
neighbourhood of Dantzick are reddifh in win=
ter as well 4s in fummer ; and that there are,
in Poland, gray and blackifh fquirrels as well
as the reddifh kind, which never change theic
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found in Canada f, and in all parts of North
America.
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America. Hence the gray fquirrel may be re-
garded a3 an animal common to both Continents,
and of a different fpecies from the ordinary
fquirrel.

Befides, we never fee our fquirrels, though
very numerous in the forelts, unite together in
flocks.  Neither do we. ever fee them travel in
company, approach the waters, or traverfe ri-
vers on the bark of trees. Thus they differ
from the gray fquirrel, not only in fize and co-
Jour, but in manners and habits ; for, though
the navigations of the gray fquirrel feem to be
hardly credible, yet they are attefted by fuch
a number of witnefles ¥, that we cannot fay
abiolutely that they are falfe.

Of all the wild quadrupeds, the fquirrel is fub-

to the greateft varieties, or whofe

country, is the fin of the black fyuirrel.
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fpecics, at leaft, is approached by the greateft
number of neighbouring fpecies. The white
fquirrel of Siberia* appears to be only a ya.
siety of the common kind.  The black f and the
deep gray T fquirrels of America may be varieties
of the gray fquirrel. ‘The Barbary, the palm,
and the ground fquirrels, are three fpecies which
make a very near approach to each other.

We have few hiftorical fals concerning the
gray fquirrel.  Fernandes | remarks, that the
gray or blackifh fquirrels of America dell up-
on trees, and particularly upon the pine; that
they feed upon fruits and feeds ; that they amafs
provifions for the winter, which they depofit in
theholes of trees, where they alfo retire to pafs the

feafon; that in thefe holesthe females bring

r young, &cc. Thus the manners of the

gray fquirrel differ from thofe of the common
Kind, who build nefts, like the birds, on the
tops of trees. We cannot, however, pretend to
determine. abfolutely that this blackifh fquirrel
of Fernandes is the fame with the gray fquirrel
of Virginia, or that both of them are the fime
with the gray [quirrel of Europe. We only
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mention it as a probability 5 for thefe three ani-
mals are nearly of the fame fize and colour,
inhabit the fame climates, have precifely the
fume figure, and their fkins are equally ufed
under the denomination of the gray fur, or the
fur of the gray fjuirrel.
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