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Gray County 
Texas, USA 
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Name: Thoma• R. Davia 

Side: Confederate 

Regiment Arkansas 
State/Origin: 

Regiment 8 Arkansas Infantry 
Name : 

Regiment Name 8th Regiment, Arkansas Infantry 
Expanded: 

Company: C 

Rank In: Private 

Ra nk In Private 
Ex panded : 

Rank Out: Private 

Rank Out Private 
Expanded : 

Film Number: M376 roll 6 

Source Information: 

; familyh istory9000 

Hire An E•pert 

National Park Service. U. S. Civil War Soldiers, 186 1-1865 [dat abase on -line ). Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Origmal data : National Park Service, Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System, online 
<htto :/fwww.jtd np5.g9v/cwss/>, acquired 2007. 

Description: 
This database contarns the names of approximately 6 .3 million soldiers wt10 served in 
the American Civi l War . [n addition to their names, 1nformat1on that may be listed for 
each soldier includes regiment, company, and rank. Lea rn more .. 
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Name : 

Application 
Date : 

Application 
Place: 

Spouse: 

Marriage Date : 

Marriage Place : 

Death Date: 

Death Place: 

Pension File 
Number: 

Application 
Type : 

Thomas Richard Davis 

31 Jan 1935 

Hansford 

Mrs Mary Francis Davis 

8 May 1877 

Bradley, Arkansas 

19 Nov 1934 

Gray, Texas 

51566 

Widow 

familyhlstory9000 

Shop Hire An Expert 

Source Citation: Texas State Library and Archives Commission ; Austi n, Texas; 
Confederate Pension Applicat ions, 1899-1975; Collection # : CPA16526; Roll # : 2522; 
Roll Description: Pension File Nos . 51541 to 51580, Apphcation Years 1911 to 1935. 

Source Information: 
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Commission 
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Ancestry.com . U.S., Confederate Pensions, 1884-
1958 (database on-line ] . Provo, UT, USA : 
Ancestry .com Operations, lnc., 2010 . 

Origina l data: Texas, Confederate Pension Applications, 1899-1975 . Vol. 1 - 646 & 1 -
283. Austin, Texas: Texas State Library and Archives Commission . 

Confederate Pension Rolls, Veterans and Widows . Richmond, Virginia : Library of 
Virginia 

Confederate Pension Apollca(lons 1880-1940, Montgomery Alabama· Alabama 
Department of Archives and Histor/ 

Description: 
Pension records for the soldiers or their widows who served in the Confederate Army 
during the Civi l war are contained in this index . Infonnation tha t may be found 
includes names, counties of residence, approved pension numbers, rejected pension 
num bers, etc. Learn more .. 
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U.S., Confederate Pensions, 1884-1958 record for Thomas Richard 
Davis 

Record Index 

Name: Thomas Richard Davis 

Application Date: 31 Jan 1935 

Application Place: Hansford 

Spouse: Mrs Mary Francis Davis 

Marriage Date: 8 May 1877 

Marriage Place: Bradley, Arkansas 

Death Date: 19 Nov 1934 

Death Place: Gray, Texas 

Pension File Number: 51566 

Application Type: Widow 

Source Information 

Record URL: http://search .ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse .dll? 
h- 1350734&db-TexasConfederatePensions&indiv - try 

Source Citation: Texas State Library and Archives Commission; 
Austin, Texas; Confederate Pension Applications, 1899-1975; 
Collection#: CPA1652&, Roll#: 2522', Roll Description: Pension 
Rle Nos. 51541 to 51580, Application Year.s-1911 to 1935. 

Source Information: 

and ,\rehires 
Commission 

ALABAMA 

Ancestry.com. U.S., Confederate Pensions, 1884-1958[database 
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. 
Original data: Texas, OJnfederate Pension Applications, 1899-
1975. Vol. 1--646 & 1-283. Austin, Texas: Texas State Library and 
Archives Commission. 
OJnfederate Pension Rolfs, Veterans and Wh'ows. Richmond, 
Virginia: Library of Virginia 
Confederate Pension Applications, 1880-1940. Montgomery, 
Alabama: Alabama Department of Archives and History 
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8th Arkansas Infantry Regiment 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

The 8th Arkansas Infantry (July 13, 1861 -April 
26, 1865) was a Confederate Army infantry regiment 
during the American Civil War from the state of 
Arkansas. It served throughout the war in the western 
theater, seeing action in the Kentucky, Tennessee 
and Georgia campaigns. Following its depletion in 
numbers the regiment was consolidated several times 
with other Arkansas regiments, finally merging in 
1865 into the 1st Arkansas Consolidated Infantry 
Regiment. 

·--·----------·--------

Contents 

• 1 Organization 
• 2 Battles 
• 3 Battle flags 

. . l 
I 
I 

• 4 Consolidation and surrender 
• 5 See also 
• 6 References 
• 7 External links 
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Organization 

The unit was enrolled in state service on July 13, 
1861 at Camp Price[4

J near Jacksonport, Arkansas. [SJ 

The unit was inducted into Confederate Service on 
September 10, 1861_!61 The unit was originally 
composed of units from the following countiesY1 

• Company A, of Jackson County, 
commanded by Captain Robert 
Anthony. 

• Company B, of Jackson County, 
commanded by Captain James H. 
Wilson. 

• Company C, of Independence County, 
commanded by Captain George W. 
McCauley. 

• Company D, of Independence County, 
commanded by Captain Thomas J. 

8th Arkansas Infantry (Confederate) 

Flag of the 8th Arkansas Infantry Regiment 

Active 

Country 

July 13, 186 l -April 26, 1865 

Confederate States of America 

Allegiance • I CSA 

Branch Infantry 

Engagements American Civil War 

• Battle of Shiloh[') 

• Siege of Corinth 

• Kentucky Campaign 

• Battle of Perryville 

• Battle of Murfreesborof21 

• Tullahoma Campaign 

• Battle of Liberty 

Gap 

• Chickamauga Campaign 

• Battle of 

Chickamauga 

• Chattanooga Campaign 

• Battle of Missionary 

Ridge 

• Battle of Ringgold 

Gap 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th Arkansas Infantry Regiment 2/8/2013 
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Morgan. This unit was orgionally 
organized on June 8, 1861 as a volunteer 
militia company in the 59th Regiment, 
Arkansas State Militia.l81 

• Company E, the "Independence 
Guards", oflndependence County, 
commanded by Captain Justus F. Tracy. 
This unit was orgionally organized on 
February 15, 1861 as a volunteer militia 
company in the 59th Regiment, 
Arkansas State Militia. csJ 

• Company F, the "West Point Rifles", of 
White County, commanded by Captain 
A. T. Jones. This unit, also "West Point 
Rangers" was orgionally organized on 
May 29, 1861 as a volunteer militia 
company in the 65th Regiment, 
Arkansas State Militia under the 
command of Captain Joseph F. 
Hathaway. l9J 

• Company G, of Jackson County, 
commanded by Captain William H. 
Gray. 

• Company H, of Independence County 
(that portion now encompassed by 
Cleburne County), commanded by 
Captain Enoch N. Floyd. 

• Com an I of Jackson Coun 
commanded by Captain Winfield S. 
Smalley. 

• Company K. of Randolph County, 
commanded by Captain James P. 
Wright. 

The original regimental officers of the 8th Arkansas 
were:llOlf I IJ 

• Colonel William K. Patterson. 
• Lieutenant Colonel Henry M. Couch. 
• Major John A. Price. 
• Sergeant Major T. H. Hubbard. 
• Surgeon Lycurgus A. Dickson. 
• Chaplain John H. Mann. 
• Adjutant Henry J. McCurdy. 
• Quartermaster Elbert L. Watson. 

Disbanded L ________ _ 

• Atlanta Campaign 

• Battle of Rocky 

Face Ridge 

• Battle of Resaca 

• Battle ofNew Hope 

Church 

• Battle of Kennesaw 

Mountain 

• Battle of Pickett's 
MillPI 

• Battle of Peachtree 

Creek 

• Battle of Atlanta 

• Siege of Atlanta 

• Battle of Jonesboro 

• Franklin-NashviIJe 

Campaign 

• Battle of Frank.Jin 

• Battle of Nashville 

• Carolinas Campaign 

April 26, 1865 

--·-·---------------·---

Arkansas Confederate Infantry Regiments 

Previous 

7th Arkansas Infantry 

Regiment 

Next 

9th Arkansas Infantry 

Regiment 

The regiment was armed with weapons which the state confiscated when the Federal Arsenal at Little 
Rock was seized by Arkanssas State Militia troops in February 1861. Disposition of the weapons found 
in the Arsenal is somewhat sketchy, but from various records it can be surmised that the 5th, 6th, 7th, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th Arkansas Infantry Regiment 2/8/2013 
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and 8th Arkansas Infantry Regiments, mustered in June, 1861, were issued M 1816/M 1822 .69 caliber 
flintlocks. They retained these weapons until April, 1862 when they were able to exchange them for 
better weapons scavenged from the battlefield at Shiloh.(1 21 

Battles 

The 8th Arkansas saw no action in the coming months, only taking part in a small raid into Missouri 
with General Hardee's Command. By October 1861, the regiment, along with the rest of General 
Hardee's division had been sent to Columbus, Kentucky to become the Army of Central Kentucky.[IJJ 
After the losses of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson in February 1862, Confederate General Albert Sidney 
Johnston withdrew his forces into western Tennessee, northern Mississippi, and Alabama to reorganize. 
and then retreated through western Tennessee to northern Mississippi. On March 29, 1862, the Army of 
Central Kentucky was merged into the Army of Mississippi in preparation for the Battle of Shiloh. [1 4

] 

The 8th Arkansas was assigned to Brigadier General Sterling A. M. Wood's brigade of Major General 
William J. Hardee's Corps of the Army of Mississippi. When Brigadier General Woods was wounded 
during the battle, Colonel Patters assumed command of the Brigade. The regiment suffered heavy 
casualties on both days of the battle. Lieutenant Thomas Bateman was killed, and Lieutenants Perryman, 
Cates, Harris and Richardson were wounded. On April 26, 1862, the entire regiment totaled 272 menY1 

In his after action report regarding the Battle of Shiloh, Colonel Patterson commented:£ 151 

During the entire engagement the men and officers generally exhibited cool, 
determined gallantry, often exposing themselves to serious fire in squads by 
irregularity caused by an earnest desire to advance, and it is a melancholy fact that we 
lost more men in proportion to the wounds, in those places where irre ular firin in the 
rear occurre t an m engagements where we were exposed alone to the guns of the 
enemy. The enemy often wounded but rarely killed us.[ISJ 

In May 1862 the Confederate Army underwent an army-wide reorganization due to the passage of the 
Conscription Act by the Confederate Congress in April 1862. All twelve-month regiments had to re
muster and enlist for two years or the duration of the war; a new election of officers was ordered; and 
men who were exempted from service by age or other reasons under the Conscription Act were allowed 
to take a discharge and go home. Officers who did not choose to stand for re-election were also offered a 
discharge. The reorganization was accomplished among all the Arkansas regiments in and around 

Corinth, Mississippi, following the Battle of ShilohY 61 

On May 7, 1862, the original members of the 8th Arkansas were consolidated into five companies and 
united with the 7th and 9th Arkansas Infantry BattalionsY1 The reorganized regiment was composed of 
the following companies:l4l 

• Company A - Originally Companies B & K of the 8th 
Arkansas Infantry Regiment from Jackson county. 

• Company B - Originally Companies D & I of the 8th 
Arkansas Infantry Regiment from Jackson county. 

http:! /en. wikipedia.org/wiki/8th Arkansas Infantry Regiment 2/8/2013 
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• Company C - Originally Companies E & H of the 8th 
Arkansas Infantry Regiment from Independence county. 

• Company D - Originally Companies C & F of the 8th 
Arkansas Infantry Regiment, from Independence and White 
counties. 

• Company E - Originally Companies A & G of the 8th 
Arkansas Infantry Regiment from Independence county. 

• Company F - Originally Companies B & C of the 9th 
Arkansas Infantry Battalion, which were also ( originally 
Companies B & E, of the (McCarver's) 14th Arkansas Infantry 
Regiment). 

• Company G-Originally Companies A & D. of the 9th 
Arkansas Infantry Battalion, Izard and Jackson county 
(originally Companies A & H, of the (McCarver's) 14th 
Arkansas Infantry Regiment) 

• Company H - Originally Companies B & C, of the 7th 
Arkansas Infantry Battalion, from Independence county. 

• Company I-Originally Companies D & F, of the 7th 
Arkansas Infantry Battalion, from Jackson county. 

Page 4 of 10 

Colonel John H. Kelly, 

became the youngest 

General Officer in the 

Confederate Anny.C17l 

• Company K - Originally Companies A & E, of the 7th Arkansas Infantry Battalion. 

Upon reorganization, John H. Kelly was elected Colonel; Wilson, Lieutenant Colonel, and Capt. G. F. 
Baucum, Major. Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson resigned, and Anderson Watkins was elected Major. Upon 
the promotion of Colonel Kelly to brigadier-general, Baucum became Colonel, and Anderson Watkins, 
Lieutenant Colonel. [SJ 

The regiment took part in the battle of Murfreesboro, as part of Liddell's brigade, of Cleburne's Division, 
[ISJ and captured two stand of colors, which were taken by Private James Riddle of Com an C and 

orpor . A. Hom, of Company E. Colonel Kelly was wounded the second day and borne off the 
field, and Lieutenant Colonel G. F. Baucum assumed command of the regiment. Lieutenants T. H. 
Beard, S. B. Cole, Colvin Ead and H.J. McCurdy, of the Eighth, were killed. Its casualties were 29 
killed and 124 wounded at Murfreesboro.l'91 

By the time of the Chickamauga Campaign in September 1863, Colonel Daniel C. Govan had assumed 
command ofLindeU's Brigade.r2oJ The 8th Arkansas would continue to serve in Govan's Brigade until 
the end of the war. Its casualties were 14 killed, 92 wounded, and 65 missing at Chickamauga. P9I 

Due to the casualties suffered at Chickamauga, the regiment was consolidated with the 19th Arkansas 
for the Chattanooga Campaign The regiment was in the battles of Missionary Ridge, Ringgold Gap 
under Lieutenant Colonel Alexander T. Hawthorn of the 19th Arkansas. The 8th/I 9th Arkansas lost 16 
men at Ringgold Gap, totaled 363 men and 265 arms in December, 1863Y91 

When General Joseph E. Johnston assumed command of the Army of Tennessee to oppose General 
Sherman's Atlanta Campaign, Govan's Brigade was reorganized but the 8th and 19th regmained 
consolidated. The 8th/19th Arkansas participated in the battles of Resaca, Kennesaw Mountain, 
Peachtree Creek, Ezra Church and Atlanta or Decatur Road. Its casualties were 97 disabled at the Battle 
of AtlantaP 91 The regiment and it colors were captured, along with much of Govan's Brigade at the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th Arkansas Infantry Regiment 2/8/2013 
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Battle of Jonesboro, Georgia on Sept. 1, 1864.1211 Due to a special cartel between Union General 
Sherman and Confederate General John 8. Hood, the unit was quickly paroled and exchanged for Union 
prisoner held at Andersonville Prison. The regiment re-entered service approximately a month later_l221 

The 8th/l 9 Arkansas and the rest of Govan's Brigade were released and exchanged just in time to 
participated in General John 8. Hood's disastrous Franklin-Nashville Campaign. The 8th/19th was under 
the command of Major D.H. Hamiter at the Battle of Frarrklin.!231 Govan's entire brigade numbered just 
550 rifles and sustained 66% casualties during the Battle of Franklin. [241 

The remnants of Govan's Brigade that survived the Tennessee Campaign remained with the Army of 
Tennessee through its final engagements in the 1865 Carolinas Campaign. [251 The 8th Arkansas would 
be credited with participation in the following battles: 

• Battle of Shiloh, Tennessee, April 6--7, 1862. 
• Siege of Corinth, April to June 1862. 
• Battle of Perryville, Kentucky, October 8, 1862. 
• Battle of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, December 31, 1862 to January 3, 1863. [261 

• Tullahoma Campaign, June 1863. 

• Battle of Liberty Gap, Tennessee, June 24-26, 1863. 

• Chickamauga Campaign, Georgia, August-September, 1863. 

• Battle of Chickamauga, Georgia, September 19-20, 1863.!271 

• Chattanooga Campaign, September to November 1863. 

• Battle of Missionary Ridge, Tennessee, November 25, 1863. 
• Battle of Ringgold Gap, Georgia, November 27, 1863.L281 

• Atlanta Campaign, May to September 1864. 

• Battle of Rocky Face Ridge, Georgia, May 5-11, 1864. 
• Battle of Resaca, Georgia, May 14-15, 1864. 
• Battle of New Hope Church, Georgia, May 25 - June 4, 1864. 
• Battle of Pickett's Mill, Georgina, May 27, 1864.l31 

• Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, Georgia, June 27, 1864. 
• Battle of Peachtree Creek, Georgia, July 20, 1864. 
• Siege of Atlanta, Georgia, July 22, 1864. 
• Battle of Jonesboro, Georgia, August 31 to September 1, 1864. 

• Franklin-Nashville Campaign, September 18 to December 27, 1864. 

• Battle of Spring Hill, Tennessee, November 29, 1864. 
• Battle of Franklin, Tennessee, November 30, 1864. 
• Battle ofNashville, Tennessee, December 15-16, 1864. 

• Carolinas Campaign, February to April 1865. 

• Battle of Bentonville, North Carolina, March 19- 2 l , 1865. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th Arkansas Infantry Regiment 2/8/2013 
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Battle flags 

There are four surviving examples of the battle flags of the 8th Arkansas lnfantry:[61 

A circle of ten stars appears in this flag, elaborated by an "A" 
superimposed over the central and eleventh star. Presumably, the 
star outside the circle represents Missouri, admitted in August, 
1861 by the Provisional Congress. The flag was presented to the 
unit raised in Jacksonport by William Patterson in the summer of 
1861. Ladies of the town distinguished the flag with gold 
embroidered chain stitch, "March on! March on! All hearts 
resolved on victory or death". This flag was most likely retired 
when flags in the Hardee pattern were issued to the Army of 

Central Kentucky in early 1862. First Confederate National Flag pattern variation. Cotton, red wool, red 
silk fringe and gold embroidery, 21" x 39". Currently held at Old State House Museum, Little Rock 
Arkansas. C29J 

A Hardee Pattern Flag of the 8th Arkansas prior to Consolidation 
with the 19th Arkansas. This flag is extremely large, measuring 
56 and l /2 by 59 inches. The flag bears an inverted pair of 
crossed cannons, which is an honor for having captured a battery 
of field artillery. The words, "CLEBURNE'S DIV" and 
"GOV AN's BRIGADE" surround the cannons. This flag is 
currently located at the Battle Abbey, Virginia Historical 
Society, Richmond, Virginia.[61 

The flag of the 8th flag is 
an example of Hardee 
flags. This flag, probably 
issued in the summer of 
1863, bore the battle honors "SHILOH", "PERRYVILLE", and 
"MURFREESBORO". Brigadier General John H. Kelly took this 
flag home and it remained in his family for many years. The flag 
is currently located at the Texas Civil War Museum, Fort Worth, 
TX_[JO] 

The Flag of the 8th and 
19th Consolidated 

Arkansas Infantry Regiments. This flag is an example of the 
1864 issue of Hardee flags. This was produced and decorated 
specifically for the combined unit, displaying battle honors of 
each. The poorly dyed blue field, now faded to pea green, is 
typical of the 1864 flags. When it was captured at Jonesboro, 
Georgia, on l September 1864, the flag was identified as that of 
an artillery battery. The honor of crossed cannon, as well as the 
unit's position supporting Key's Battery, caused the confused 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th Arkansas Infantry Regiment 2/8/2013 
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attribution. Hardee Battle flag pattern, Clebume's Division 1864 
issue. Cotton with black and white paint, 35" x 34 1/2" 

/ remaining. War Department Capture Number 206. Currently 
/ located at the Old State House Museum, Little Rock Arkansas. 

[3 IJ 

Consolidation and surrender 

The remnants of ten depleted Arkansas regiments, along with 
one mostly-Arkansas regiment, in the Army of Tennessee were 
consolidated into a single regiment at Smithfield, North Carolina, 
on April 9, 1865.£32U33l 

Page 7 of 10 

The 1st Arkansas, was lumped together with the 2nd, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 15th, 19th and 24th Arkansas 
Infantry Regiments and the 3rd Confederate Infantry Regiment as the 1st Arkansas Consolidated 

Infantry on April 9, 1865.£341 On April 26, 1865 the 1st Arkansas Consolidated Infantry Regiment was 
present with the Army of Tennessee when it surrendered in Greensboro, North Carolina.P5l 

See also 

• List of Arkansas Civil War Confederate units 
• Lists of American Civil War Regiments by State 
• Confederate Units by State 
• Arkansas in the American Civil War 
• Arkansas Militia in the Civil War 
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