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THE MUSK*

T 0 finifh the hiftory of the goats, gazelles,
chevrotains, and other animals, of this
Kind,, which are all natives of the' Old Contir
nent, it now only remains to give that of thy
mufk, an animal as famous as it s little known,

It

% The Tibet mufk is of the form of a roebuck : Length three
from the top of the. to the foles of the
dhree i Th 1 longer thay
the lower ; on each fide of whic] ler tufk, near two
ging out quite expofed to view, In the loyer
nall cutting tecth, none in the upper, and in each

- The ears are long and narrow,

outfide deep brown. 'The chin is yelloy

y long. and each marked wil
jous at the tips. The
ious hoofs of the fores

feet are very long. The tail dint
ferotum is of a bri ¥

hai on the whole body is ere

is cinercous, black near the end, and ferr
nder and black;

s fo hid as fearcs
o be diftovered, The f ¥
fharper.  She wants the two

drug the mufk is fopnd in a b
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Tt has been mentioned by all our modern natu-
ralits, and by moft travellers into Afia. Some
of them have confidered it as a ffag, a rocbuck,
or a mufk goat, and others as a large chevrotain.
It feems, indeed, to be an ambiguous animal,
participating of the nature of all thefe fpecies.
We may be affured, however, hat its fpecies is
diftin@, and different from all the other qua-
drupeds. It is of the fize of a fmall rocbucks
but has no horns. By this chara@er, it refem=
bles the memina or Indian mufk. It has two
Targe tufks in the upper jaw, by which it ap-
proaches to the Guiney mufk. - But what dit
tinguithes the mufk from all other animals, is a
kind of bag near its navel, about two or three
snches in diameter, in which the liquor, or ra-
ther fat humour called muft, is fecreted, and
which differs both in odour and confiftence from
that of the civet. Neither the Greeks nor Ro=
ap i animal. It was firft taken
notice of by the Arabians #.  Gefner, Aldro-
vandus,

15, p 153 Le Bran's

Mulk animal Teversier’s 77
5. p. 116, Bells Trov. wol. i po 88 Strablenberg,

. 324. Grew's Myfum, p. 21.

mofchiferus, Mo Quad. p. 13

umbilicum follc 55 Briffry

Quad. p. 97

Molchus mofehifervs, folliéslo umbilicali 3 Linn. Syt Nat.

2ot
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vandus, Kircher *, and Boym have treated pretty

fully of this animal ; but Grew | is the only

autbor who has given an exaét defeription of

from a ftuffed fkin, which, in his time, was prefer.

ved in the cabinet of the Royal Society of London,
This

Legss in the hoofs, in the ere? and fomesihat binded borns  anl
that it is armed with two white tufks on the fide of each cheeky
“This author alone aflerts, that the mufk animal has horns; he
has pm.‘mp; conjectured from analogy, that, as it refembled the
rocbuck in other refpetts, it ought likewife to have. lvnms. Ve
have taken notice of this error, lmua it is copied by Aldro.
Vandus, Avicenna, when fpeaking of the muf, fays, ﬂ\.u it
the purfe or follicle of an i prcny fimilar to the roebuck
as two large crooked tuks. There is a figure of tis

o fragment of Cofmas, printed in grigigl

* 1fay, in the firlt place, that there is a certiin fag in the

pm\\mu of Xenfiand Chiamsi, which has a fne odour, andi
alled by the Chir he mft

Clinete Adas

1 can affure you that I have feen the animal oftener thin
once. It has a protuberance near the navel which refembles 4
final purfe, becaufe it s furrounded with a very delicate fiin, and
covered with foft hair. The Chinefe cal
fignifies odaur, com
of the animal Xe, or §6,
fift as 2 f
and it has no horos.
Tcae. The povinces of Suchucn and Jomnan
animals, and they are moft numerous in the wellern
Chinas La Chine Hlfivée de Kircher, #
The mufk dees breeds in China and the Baft-Tndi
ill pictured in Calceolarius’s mufeum. That in Kircher
lgfrata fauly as 10 the frouc and feet. That of | g
furd.  Almoft every where worfe deferibed, That he is a two-

3 Torned

THE MUSK w7

This defeription I have copied in the note.  The
year after the publication of Grew’s woxL. in
1,

horned animal, fays Aldrovandus, all agre
who faith he hath but one., Neither of
feription likewife given by Scalig
m, is fol
ons 3 t0 which T would have
o ring it with that I had drawn
..p 1 before I met with i, 1 e fr
Erom his nofe nnJ o his £ a foot long.
oot e fourth of & yard. His

legs, a footand
Neas an inch over; the
an inch and @ quarter
ad two heels almoft as
wer are here
s b on i hes st
ably fvall. On lis
thicker. O his
proportion than any other
dhree or four times

1 long, and rate-

Asitere fial
ficr. than in ot animals, and ex-
o ed with glofs,

o be made up of lile bladders, like thofe in the

Gt
plume or flalk of & quill; (o tat i
quill.  On each fide

career of s mouth, there i 3
of an inch long,) of fhort, thick,
of cqual length, as in a ferubbing
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1681, Luc Schrockius* printed at Vienna, the
hiftory of this animal, which contains nothing
remarkable cither for correctnefs or novelty. T
fhall, however, combine the facts which can be
gathered from it with thofe of other authors,
and particularly the more modern. travellers,
Having never been able to procure the animal

afk bladder or bag is abont three inches long, twoover,
om his belly one and 2 half.  Standing before,
hereby. the obfers

bag) i provented.
He hath tw

which there are

grnders on ¢

tecth. Tn his lower chop, fixteen 5 of
bt fitle cutters before; - behind

inch and a ha

de a tafk, two inches

WEamt e ending
ot round oo 45 e Triadrh of Helegh
p edge be

There are. no homs; Grewl

oe:
buck, and approaches to that of the wolf; that the hair is
generally marked with for pots 5 at the protu
berance which con e below the
navel. He adds, that th i e, 1
in China, and particalarly in in

quin, in Pegu, ia the & iniiants s B

P-32—57.
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itfelf, we are reduced to the neceffity of collect-
ing and digefting what has been faid of it by
others. From Grew’s defcription, which is the
only authentic work we are poffeffed of; it ap-
pears that this animal has long coarfe hair, &
fharp muzzle, and tufks like thofe of a hog ; and
that, by thefe characters, it approaches the wild
boar, or rather the babirouffa, called the wild
Indian boar by the naturalifts, which, along with
feveral chara@ers of the hog, is, like the mufk
animal, fmaller, and has taller and more nimble
limbs, refembling thofe of the ftag or roebuck.
On the other hand, the American hog, which
we have called pecari, has on his back a cavity
or purfe which contains an odoriferous humour ;
and the mufk animal has a fimilar purfe, not
on his back, but under his belly. In general,
none of thofe animals which produce odorous
liquors, as the badger, the beaver, the pecari,
the muik rats, and the civet, belong to the
genus of deer or goats. Hence we thould be led
to think, that the mufk animal makes a nearer
approach to the hog-kind ¥, of which he has the
tuiks, if, at the fame time, he had cutting teeth
in the upper jaw. But, his want of thefe teeth

* Avimal mofeifrum ssque ¢ carvin neqe ¢ capg genere
e videur coroua eim son habets tan rumioes acertm e
Sencions s oo o aperiore mandibl caet,
el e
defenfs Gallice,) velut porcus; R Sy Quad. p. 127+

VOL. VII. D conneéts
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conne@s him with the ruminating animals, and
particularly with the chevrotain, which chews:
the cud, though it has no horns.  All thefe ex-
ternal chara@ers, however, furnifh us with con-
je@tures only. But an examination of the ins
ternal parts can alone decide concerning the
nature of this animal, which is ftill very little
known. I have made it follow the goats and
antilopes, not becaule it feems to have any con-
ne@ion with thefe fpecies, but left I fhould too.

much offend the prejudices of moft naturalifts.
Marco Paolo, Barbofa, and P. Philippe de M
rini; are all more or lefs deceived in the notices
they have given concerning this animal *  The
only

» Paolo del menner :—Its hair is coafe, like
¢ and tail of a gazelle, andm
It has foar teeth in the upper
bout three inches long, which are as delicate and whiteay
i and two turn downward ; and

fll moan, itis

5 andat

that of the fiag.

horns asy more ¢

s, and, when the
ripe, the tumour ‘grows fo iichy, that they rub it agaiil

treee: The matter which falls down in fmall grains is the muk
perfel . Thevenov's defeription feems to correfpond &l
better with the others. ¢ Tn thefe countries,” fays he, e

is an animal with a muzzle fimilar to-that of the fox, bt
fize b f

His hair refe:

b

whofe body exceeds not
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only fa in which they agree is, that the mu/k
s formed in a pouch or tumour near the navel;
and it appears from their teflimonies, as well as
thofe of other travellers, that the male alone
produces the i/t ; that the female has the fame
pouch near the navel, but that the humour
fecreted in it has not the fame odour ; that this
tumour of the male is not filled with 7u/%, ex-
cept in the rutting feafon ; and that, at other

bles that of the flag, and he has the teeth of a dog: He pro-
duces excellent mufk in a bladder under the belly, which is full of

rrupted blood ; and this blood compofes, or rather is the mufk
Relf, The natives cut away this bladder, and cover the cut part
of it with leather, to prevent the diffipation of the odour. But,
after this operation, the animal foon dies.”” ‘The defcription given
by Pigafetsa, who fays that the mufk is of the fize of a cat, cor-
refponds not with that of other authors ; neither docs that of
P. Philippe, who makes the head of the mufk refemble the head of
2 wolf: And P. Kircher, in the figure he has given of this animal,
seprefents it with the fout of  hog, which is perhaps an error of
the engraver, who has likewife given it claws infiead of cloven
hoofs. _Simeon Sethi recedes fill farther from truth, when he
‘makes the mufk as large as an unicorn, and even a fpecies of that
animal. « The muf of leaft value,” fays he, « is brought from
China and the Eaft Indies, and is of a blackifh colour. The syl
s formed below the navel of a large animal with one horn, and
which has a refemblance to the rocbuck. In the rutting feafon, &
mafs of clotted blood colle@ts round his navel, and produces a
fvelling, the pain of which preveats him from eating or drinking :
He then rolls himflf on the carch, breaks the tumour, and dif-
charges the blood, which, after coagulating, acquires 2 fine
dour.” Al thefe authors agree, in the manger in which the
muf is formed in a bladder or tumour near the navel, when
the animal ruts 3 ducieunes Relations des Indes & de la Chine,
2. 216

D2 times,
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times, the quantity of this humour is fmaller, and
its odour weaker.

With regard to the mu/k itfelf, its effence i
perhaps as little known as the nature of the
animal from which it is procured. All travellers
agree, that this fubftance is perpetually adulte-
rated with blood, or other drugs, by the venders,
The Chinefe not only augment its fize, by mix-
ture, but they endeavour to increafe its weight
by incorporating with it finely povdered lead,
The mufk that is pureft, and in moft reqult
among the Chinefe themfelves, is that which
drops fpontancoufly from the animal upon fones
or trunks of trees, againft which it rubs, when
the matter is too abundant, or begins to irritate
the pouch where it is formed: That found in
the pouch itfelf is feldom fo good ; becaufe it is
not fully ripe, or rather becaufe it is during the
rutting feafon only that it acquires its greateft
firength and odour; and, at this period, the
animal endeavours to get rid of a matter which
is too highly exalted, and occafions itching and
fome degree of pain. Both Chardin * and Ta=

¢ T s el kmw, hat sl is the ex
of ich

o5 18V Dl ndopy Mumu at

of
inthe Chira Iyirsta of Kircher, It is commonly fad,
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vernier have well deferibed the methods prac=
tifed by the Orientals to adulterate mufk. The
merchants

that the muft is the f

is callsaed in o mu biadder

ives of the Eaft tell us with more precifion,

in an abfeels uhm the body, and near the na

the humour of which produces an

elpecially when the animal is in feafon 5
socks, the abfcefs burf

g P
 rubbing. ’lgdm“
the matier is diffufed
between the mofcles and the fkin, where it collets and forms
a kind of blifter or blidder; and that che intermal heat

and gives it the ftro

v or e

in poeerthe TitRE i

Tibét being

the province of Xinfi, which produces

more muft than any other difrit of China. ‘The greac ik
s carried on b the ki

dom of Tibet, The Pawns go there to parchaf

they diftrbute it all over Indis, from whence it is tranfpored

thiough the whole carth, ‘The Patans border on Perfia and

High Tarcary, and are fubjedt or rather ibutasy o the Great

The Indians make great ufe of this aromatic drug.

Joy it in their perfumes, confeltions, and every com-

ned to prepare for the pur-

pofes of provol g loft vigour. The wo-
men ufe it to difipate the vapours which afcend from the ut
s to the brain, by fxng 3 bladder of it on their navel

pours \mm and perpetual, they take

he bladder, tie it in a fmall linen bag,

permits not o be

bag is cut open, fo frong an odour burfls ou, that the s
s sbliged to have lis mouth and nofe covered with feveral folds

of linen; and that, notwithfanding this precaution, the force
of
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merchants muft neceffarily augment the quantity
of it beyond conception ; for, in one year, Ta-
vernicr * purchafed 1663 bags, which fuppofes

an

of the m lour is often fo great as to produce a mortal hamorre
hag made a particular inquiry into this fact, and, hays
ing ]\canl fimilar accounts from fome Armenians who had beeh
at Boutan, inclined to think itis true ; becaufe this drug,
inltead of acquiring, lofes its odour in procefs of tim %

ong in India, that I was unable to bear it
i, 1 fiood m in the open air, witha

perceived that muf, when
infupportable. 1 fhall only .mm. that there is no drug ﬁ) cafily
: Some bags are m,xy'p.cm of
the arin i its blood, and & fmall quantty
inflead of that bladder formed by
r the navel to receive this wonderful
d to the genuine bladders,
when the hunters find that they are not full, they fquecze the
mal’s belly, and fill (hcn with blood ; for they believe that
i The

and odoriferous humo

ox’s blood, and

The Eaftern

on, with-

n experience to diftinguih
They it

e, I

e

a thread .\'(‘p e

with a n IF the olour of the garfic be ex:

he mik is good, and if the thread preferves the
feent. of the galick, the mof is adulersted ;. Voyage de Chard
« "The bet, and the greateft quantiies of myf come f

the kingdom of Buuar, from which it is u'u/d o
Patna, the chicf town of Bengal. All the myk fold in Perfia
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an equal number of animals. But, as this
animal is no where domeftic, and the fpecies
confined toa few provinces of the Eaft, it cannot

poffibly

is tranfporced. from th Thad the cariofiy to canry & &in of

this animal to P: B it
ling the animal, the peafants cut off the b

of an cgg, and i fituated nearer the organs of gene-

ration than the navel. T it which then

ce of clorted blood. When they want 1o adul-

i, al’s iver and blood in the

place of the ok they had e Tn two or three years,

st mixtare produces cerwin fmall animals which ca¢ the good

that, when opened, a great defalcation is difcovered.

don of the mufk, put in fmall picces

The merchants' who tranfport

an the other, be-

o mone of thefe fmall animals are produced by it. Bt the

+is Ml worfe to difcover, when, of the fkin taken from the

il they make e bags, which they few o

they refemble ge-

nuine bags. hey take out of the ge-

bags, and fome fraudulent mixture, which it is extremely

«c&t. When the bags are fewed,

jithout allowing any part of

y have ebftracted as much

if 4 perfon applies one of thefe

bags to his nofe, be drawn by the mere force of the
odour, which moft neceffarily be

sender it agreeable, W hout injuring the brain. The odour of

a it was impoffible

akened or diluted, in order to

o Paris was fo firo

the

o keepitin my chamber. J¢ made every head in the hou'e giddy 5

and T was obu"ul to put it in a barn, where my fervants at
the The fiin, nowithflanding, always

retained a portion of the odour. Thefe animals are not
Tound in 4 lover luitade than the ffty-fixh degree. But
in
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poffibly be fo numerous as to produce fuch g
quantity of this matter. Moft of thefe pretended
bags, therefore, muft be little artificial bladders
made of the fkin of other parts of the animals
body, and filled with blood and fimall portions

in the fixteth they are very numerous, the country being ful
of woods. In the months of February and March, it is true,
after fuffering much hunger in their favourite clime, on account
of the fow, which es ten or twelve feet deep, they
come fouthward as far as the fory-fourth o forty-ffih degree,
order to procare grain o frefh rice. During this period, the
cafints fie in wait for thefe animals with fnares, and kil them
T was affured, ars
languithing with the hunger they fuffer, that they
ken. Thefe animals muft be extremely numerous
them ha i

dom exceeds the

ounce of myf

prehenive i heradice of s
ethe commerce of his kingdom, efpeci

ced, Ghough deavensod indefs quatiey n Tomate

ordered, fome time ago, that none of the bags

¢ that the whole of them fhould be broug

I dence, to be examined and

ht

ms of the King, the peafunts
.  pas ot shem fnall i

¢ lead, chints tolerate, becaule lead, as formerl
remarked, docs ot il the muf, but only augmentsche weght
F iges 0 Patna, T purchafed 1663 bags, which

2557 ounces and a half; and the muf, when taken
s Ve de
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of the true muf. It affords, in fa&, the
ftrongeft of all known odours. A fmall bit
of it perfumes a large quantity of matter.
The odour of a finall particle extends through
a confiderable fpace. Tt is likewife fo fixed
and permanent, that, at the end of feveral
years, it feems to have loft no part of it
adivity.
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