


















































dEALTH _CRARE FOR_THE MEDICALLY INDIGENT

What kinds of medical care should be available to the
medically indioent? Emerpency care, prenatal/delivery/nostrnatal
care, pediatric care, preverntive care, fTamily plarning care,
public health care, other

Who should pay for such care? city taxpayers, county taxpayers,
state taxpayers, federal taxpayers,non—indigent patients, stockholders
of for-profit hospitals, charitable donors, cther

Where should such care be provided? Not-for—-profit hospital,
for—-profit hospital, city—county health department, not-for-profit
private health care agencies, for—-profit private health care
agencies, other

How cari the medically indigent be directed toc care?
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is the rnew pediatric orogram at Ji1fe “larmning/Health /Services. The fee :1s

ten gol.ars for the first visataang fave ol lars 1 & repeat visit 1= rneedec.
“rescpantions are filled ar the Wk Wegicaid orices. Due to lack of stafe,
BOW - -ChILorern can o seen i this ora D an.

witain tne Denton Indeoerdent Schnool District (DISD), the school riurses
try to fing out wher a sick child 1s not getting reeded care and
offer the help of the "Teachers' Welfare Fund'. This is morney dornated
by Denton teachers toc be spent for medical care for cur children whose
parents just car’t pay the bills. The Director of Medical Services

at DISD, Elizabeth Faox, acministers this fund.

Another source for paying children’'s medical bills is the HKiwanas
Club. This service orgarnization raises morney locally and has a very
iamrted oudget. Tne parent (s) must be interviewec to determirne eEsgiblity;
not all who apply are accepted.

PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARE

Looking next at preventive health care, we found that again Life
Planning/Health Services (LP/HS) is a source. Life Planning provides
women®’s preventive care such as pap smears and breast exams for the early
detection of cancer, and an array of laboratory services that can
catch many problems early and prevent others from developing. Help
is available in the area of nutrition too. ARll these services are
onn a sliding fee scale based on income and rumber in the family. Medicaid
eligible patients receive free care.

Some very minor illnesses can be treated, for a $25 charge, at both
Flow and Westpate hospitals, and some mirnor problems can be handled at
LtP/HS. Charges for medicine ard lab work are extra.

The Denton City-County Health Department provides preventive care
for well children, including immunizatiorns, pnhysical assessments, develop-—
mental screening, and nutritional cournseling. They also screen pecple aof
of all ages for high blood pressure, diabetes, and some octher medical
conditions. Although limited in space, staff, and budget, the Denton City—
County Health Department provides a great deal of service. In 1984 they
saw 794 children. Rlthough the well child clinic is geared to well children,
one of the pediatricians who volunteers there reports that at least half of

children seen are ilil.

The Women Infants and Children program (WIC), orovides help with
rnutritian for its cliemts, wno are low income orecnant womeyi, mothers

Jeen cansisterntly praised) For

SESE) ln  EXaS.

“he DISD nelps with preventive care by its fres SEEeem IR EEgrans 1
vision, hearing, scocliosis, and immunization monitoring.

Flow Hospital in association with Dr. Lockwood of Family Radioclogy
has cut the cost of mammooraphy (breast cancer screening) by two—thirds,
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Thanks so much for your help, Sally. I find this wvery
interesting and informative to read. I like having easy to
understand consensus questions that are conducinve to

discussion. They could even be answered by people who don't
come to the LL meeting.





