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T H:Es GE'N-E«T#*,

HE genet is a finaller animal than
civets. It has a long body, fhort legs 5
fharp muzzle, a flender héad, {mooth, foft by,
of a fhining grayith ath-colour, marked wify
black fpots, which are round and detached o
the fides, but unite fo clofely on the back. l|\’:
they feem to form continued black bars, fteh
ing nlongihe body. Upon the neck and fpine,
there is a kind of manc or long hai, formj
black bar from the head to the tail, \l’]\‘ili’hmll;:;lg:
as long as the body, and marked with feven or
cight alternately black and white rings. The
black fpots on the neck are alfo in the form of
bars 5 and under each eye there is a very cone
fpicuous white fpot. Under the tail, and in the

and fpine,

* The cars of the. st as e ol e ey
flender, and the il very long. The colour of m\‘,.l
ovny el fed vih bk snd b e of bk
el i < ne, The s sk o B
oy, a0 he 1Bk Samsmen e g

the hair incli P
575 o

126

ue of
Itis about the fize of 4 martin, but tho

Geneta; Golr. . Quads . 549,
Geneta, vel Gineta; Rai Sy Quad. p. 201,

Viverra genets, cauda annulat s
, caida annulaa, corpore. ful
maculata; Lins. Sy. Nat. p. 65 3

My -

s albidis et niges variegaa,
Genet, La Genete; Briin. R, i, 3. 2551
Coatiy genetea Hifpanis Kl uid. . 731

fame

THE GENET. a5

fame fituation as in zhs. civets, the genet has an
aperture or fac, in. which s fecreted a kind of
perfume; but it is weak, and foon lofes its
odour. The genet is longer than the martin, to
whichit has a great refemblance in figure, man-
ners, and difpofitions.  But the genet feems to
be more eafily tamed. Belon tells us, that he
faw genets in the houfes of Conflantinople, which
were as tame as cats, and allowed to run about,
without doing any kind of mifchief; and that
they are called Conflantinaple cate, Spanifh cats,
or genet cats. They have nothing, however, in
common with cats, but the art of watching and
catching mice. It is, perhaps, becaufe they are
found only in Spain and the Levant, that they
have obtained the names of thefe countries; for
dhe word genet is not derived from the ancient
languages, and is probably a new name, taken
from fome place frequented by the genet, which
wwe know is very common in Spain, wherea cer-
tain race of horfes are called genets. Naturalifts
pretend, that the genets inhabit only moift places,
and the neighbourhood of brooks; and that
they are never found in mountains or dry
grounds. Their fpecies is not numerous, or at
leaft much diffafed. There are none in France ¥,
or in any other province of Europe, except
Spain and Turkey. Hence, for their fubfiffence
and multiplication, they require a warm climate;
yet none of them appear to be found in the

* Sce the Supplement, p. 256.
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warm countries of Affica and Indias for e
foffane, which s called the Madigafiar gogy
is a different fpecies, and fhall afterwards bt
deferibed.

The fkin of this animal ‘makes a Tight ang
handfome fur. Genet muffs were very fufhion.
able fome years ago, and gave a high price, Bt
fince we learned the art of counterfelting they.
by painting with black fpots the fkin of thegray
rabbit, their price has fallen three-fourths, and
the mode has changed.

SUPPLEMEN T,

1 Remarked, under the article genet, that the
fpecies was not widely diffufed, and that there
were none of them in France, nor in any other
province of Europe, except Spain and Turkey®,
T had not then learned that genets were found
in our fouthern provinces, and that they are
very common in Poitou, where they are known.
by the name of genets, even to the peafants, who
affure us, that thefe animals inhabit only moift
places and the banks of rivulets .

The Abbé Roubaud, author of the Gasette
& dgriculture, and feveral other ufeful works,
was_the firft who announced to the public the
exiftence of this animal as a native of France.

© Setabove, p. 255,
+ Extrat des. Affches du Poitou, do_Jeudi, 10 Fevrier
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{n the month of April 1775, he fent me a genet
Which he had killed at Livray in Poitou, and
Wwhich, except fome variations in the colour of
the hair, was the fame with the Spanifh genet.
This animal is likewie found in the neighbour-

ing provinces.

* Tor thefe thitty years that I have fived in
© the province of Roucrgue,’ fays M. Delpeche,
©it has been a conftant praétice among our
¢ peafans to bring dead genets every winter o a
¢ certain merchant of this place, who told me
¢ hat they were not numerous, but that they
¢ live in the neighbourhood of Villefranche, and
¢ burrow, during the winter, in holes, like rab-

If neceffary, 1 can fend you fome dead

of this creature *

iven a figure of a female genct,

which differs fo much from the female formerly

reprefented, as to merit a particular defeription.

It was fhown at the fair of St. Germain in the

year 1772 It was fierce, and endeavoured to

bite, It was kept in a narrow roundifh cage,

rendered it difficult to be drawn. It was

h fleth, and had the phyfiognomy, and

ncipal chara@ers of the genet formerly

reprefented.  The head was long and flender;

the muzzle was alfo long, and advanced beyond

the under jaw
10w pupil.

of the head and body was fpotted. The tail was

ye was large, with a n
he cars were round ; and the hait

© Lettre de M. Delpeche, M
VOL. V. R
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Jong and bufhy. This animal was fomewtst

thicker than the former. The latter, indeqt,

wwas young, for it grew confiderably larger iy

three or four months: We could niot learn frop

what country i had been brought: The keeper

had purthafed it, feven o cight moriths before,

in London. It was in perpetual motion, nevey
zefling, except during the time it flept,

"The genet now under confideration wastwenty

hes Tong, and feven inches and  half high,

tof the neck was more buthy than

genet, whofe hair. was all of

he circular bars on the ai

and, indeed, extend not farther

ut one third part of the tail.' The

are black, and much longer, being two

ad lic up

; bands. ~ Above the
¢ is 2 white fpot, and a white band b
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The belly is white, and the legs and thighs black.
The paws are fhort;' and there are five toes on
each foot. The claws are white and crooked.
The tail is fixteen inches long, and about two
inchcs thick at the origin; the upper third part
of the tail is of the colour of the body, and
mnkcd with black rings, which are very ill de-
fined.  The other two thirds of it are black.
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