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¥WE YXYEED RATIONALIST TEDUEATION,

By Martin L. Bunge

Fow =-when the world is sorely torn by strife- :
. and tangled up in the meshes woven by unreasonable insti= =
gators of war and a false patriotism=~ now=it is high time
that we begin at the very pottom= begin with the childrea=-
and = for the first time in ths{history of humanity =
establish a Rationalist Education. _
Until recently= up to Francisco Perrer and
his fore-runners- a Rationalist Education has not been
offered to the growing up men and women; Education of
the young in the past has not been directed by Reason=
or the interestm-the wellfare of allhumanity- bhut by policies
calculated to benefit a few exploiters- and the two great
Tﬁbtives to hypnotize children into ? proper state of mind
for future ezplgitation have beens Buperstition and
false patriotism,
Tooking thru the long vista of years gone hy=-

thousands of years of human struggle for better anfi happier
life=- all tragedies are due to this wrong education,
If you= for instance =study the history of
Babylon= your heart thrills from joyous sympathy with the
man and women of that time-many thousands of years back-
| building up a great civiliszation. Babylon's history goes
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and children in pursuit of useless or worse asmse -they
dissipate the substance of their brawn and brain in the
maintenance of the discipline of immobhility. As the @hristian
believes that a certain posture is most effective 4’f0r
— (i pniprt '
the persuasion of the supernaturalsiso the teachers helieve
it essential to have a'certaii.séttue-like position and
rigid attitude in order to accomplish the work, In our school
we do mot care in what position or attitude the children
learn the facts of universal life-wether they sit on the branch
of a tree,or in a swing=-or on the banister of the porch-wether
théy sit or stand oi'perambulate - as lbng ag they learn
themsZWe all know how a certain rigid attitude tires a child,
and we wan? them to be alert and awake all the time while
they learn. :
Our ehildren 19%5& individually,they study them=

selvesw

of information Mmm placed 1nto the:lr hands

by the teachers. The teachers are there to help them whep
they WM have become entangled in some difficulty. =How much
breath is wasted in other schools in conctant discourses

of teachera. How much patience of child..en to wait till others

catch up“\(@h im recitation-periode n)\in entire
classes. How much time is wasted to wait til1 the‘

prescribed course of a class allows the 'ﬁup'il to go on.

Ve have no loek?stepnsystem. A boy vho ig exceedingly bright
in Arittmetic can finigh the whole %in one year if
wants to and is able to -without MW&iting t111 Sge He
others in the class have caught up,or till the school year

has come to an end- o;cr till he is up in geography or
history-or any other study. If in the old system a boy
fails in gstudy he is forced to ‘@ in the same class

another year, having to go over the same ground even in studies

prone £ § nidad_ aeail
in vhich he was successful."%/ M tea o ‘y:t;w
®

adesreqgte
s ? In thig school there is noAforce-no threat=

no reward ~no punishment = - B A Sl






—

10

If a child by his or her d@haviour should hecome dangerous

T

to the peace and peé.ceful work of the other children=- then
the principal of this school would speak with 'th;e parents =
and tempora.ril& or permanéntly suspend the child. The chilﬁ
dren love this free,cheerful ,effective method of studying 80
much that they fear a suspension more than anything else. &

And no normal child will feel that opposition to the twsmske
teachers that the children feel in schools where their free=-
dom, their individug.lity and their liberty of action is con=
stantly restrained. They have no occasion to see in their
teachers but their very best friends,the pr?tectora of
their rights,the promoters of their happliness.

We treat all studies from the point of true

Monim-*emgvizing the union between all of them. A pupil .-

read and W#!nuurﬁmiv
may be enc”raged to Avrite geography=flearning” wisle-sreating

| wmtm%mreaging,mﬂiting,mm |

geography:—ﬂnography history,statistics arithmetic cso:nrirne:t-ur:t'%lr
tl L e e “"‘fﬂ_..ﬂ
@l astronomy « 8o 41!. studies u@fpur&éa; /While pursueing

one .,

: We induce children to learn that which
really useful,we are taking them directly into - the realm
of nature . And by eliminating the non-essentials we can

lead children to finish the course of a common graded

a Jf\m(t\.

authori ty- N0~ other aidgho -

W great indivi&ualities; Have you ever
observed  that the greatest men of this country were

taught in country schools or

&
without) school-~like Eincoln? -In €ountry schools one teacher

"ta.kea care of eight grades-that means that seven grades

must study alone while one has recitation periocd~ or the
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teache? will t:gfoftiiy’child 3 wg}iﬁﬂﬁlzrthn-rgzt¢ggggx
for thuquibmgﬁ These pupffi that have to study independently
most of the time accomplish more than the children in

our well-equipped cityschools-who after being guided =

in 1ack?ste§¥sysfam-.constantly tutored= imbued with tradi=-
tional spirit=-filled with traditional and conventional pre=
judice- will leave schools and colleges= in tha‘ majority
superficial parrots=- easily 1ost if once ;:ﬁahgi;uﬁhgm off
the track of texthooks and reggﬁ}r routines -gtrong indi=

vi&uamty-strong character—selfxesponsibllity- selfdependence-

faculty of feasoning- an intellect free of pragudice-free

of the dead of the past= all these qualities make true men

and women,and make more ?fficient than.mschanic beok-know1edge,
(L f\. N ké—f) s a’f & ] 05.‘»1- 'LL M W
M. Ee-den Tty 11 o)
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And now I ask those of you Wwho have children :
in school=-age!= Bo you love your children enough to pay @
little tuition so thay can he brought up in an atmoaphere 2
of freedom and indepenaent investigatien! :

fwacﬂLﬂll of you-wether you have children of your

own or not-F=ask:- Do you love humanit

enough to help developing a future race 1 ndthindered

or crippled in mind by a wrong system of education?-Are

you conscious of the fact that‘eikxzntm‘happineséﬁajggigz

Hﬁ on the right bringing up of the iutuw§%;;£;§a;1;;.‘
_ And you membereg of this school-association:=
Are you willing to meke this sytem as extensive and broad
a8 the sunshine?= Will we all forget all narrowness and pre=
judice of yhich vices we have been so fond and unite with
all and.egkybody to make this wonderful system a grandrbwﬁumihf-
successP=}=

I may remind you of one great man who

unselfishly devoted =2ll the fortume left him without

regtriction or direction by a wealthy lady to the uplifting of
the youth in 8pain,gave all his life's energy-to the
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Cone %the noblest men “,ever lived Francisco Garcia(ﬂerrer,

, 12
last breath for the Modern School-e@@Wpediss- I am speaking of

who by hig indefatiguable effort for the free education in
fpain thus exasperated the” of that unhappy country,
who for centuries had waxed fat in egploiting 1gn’iance and
superstition ,by suppressing facts of tmth’-that they
under false pretenses demanded his death. Fe was s%:;b
near Barcelona in 190’. =As a candle gives its ‘ht drop
by drbp to give others light=- Fo he gave hisﬁ?fg‘for
the enlightemneizt of hmuanity.'ﬁe gave all the best

within him freely as a flower gives its fragrance and heauty !?

‘

free without hoping upon recompensation in a herecfter, ‘

as the night gives its dew,and the day its warmth and light,.
What can be greater=what can be a bhetter '

task for your short life than to free and huild up minds
of growing- up men and women-to mske children happy andm
strong ?!=-= To £ill the coming generation with the l:lght !
of truth -of all the real facts of universal life?!=To dignify
coming men and women by giving thegr self-reliance=-and the |
power of independent investigation?! =-To lead mankind thus
out of the dark dungeons of ignorance and superstition inte _\

the free,open air of real universgal life~ %o _open—the- l

day?!- What joy to see dull eyes grow slowly bright®!=

To make our children free partakers of all the joy
and light in the world= brothers and sisters to flowers, 4
trees and crystals- to the running brook =-to the eternal sta.rsfi'
~to destroy dogmas of terror and fear= and help presenting |
to future mankin’ & new generation happy andi free®! j

On then=- my dear friends- we have learned
to take the lightning from the sky to light our homes=we

T

Euenity
communicate a{}om ether-waves thru great distances -wﬁ%

I‘““'”‘l g
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- thousands of yea '-a.c. - u;?icture thesedpee‘ple living

in a regular paradise between the Fuphrates and Tigris -ri-
vers= in an unexcelled climate= on a soil that allowed the

wheat to be cut twice a year=-that 1ssued fruits ,ﬂeweri ’;
srrides !

’ ' and vegetables 1:1 great a\undance— we see them doing m‘b :

2 :‘"-'” B~

s-erect

B | — Naw=hig - ;‘ -u,.. 5
5 - r.méﬂu Vit R Y]
! colossal M buildings, conatruct/{w water=-works,

canals for sanitation- walls for protection -335 feet

high=-83 feet wid'e‘-with 250 towers=-100 gates ,all of brass,
with brasen lintels and posts=the spaces between the walls
were broad enough to allow four-horse=-chariots to turn-
The inner enclo#f'es were faced with colored Wbrick-
representing in inlaid coleors hunting scenes-ferry boats
plied wetween the landing places of the gate-a
mova‘nlo draw bridge =supported on stone piers -Joined the

=~ - e e e e s e B i

=' two parta ot the city sepa.ra.ted By the Puphrates, They had

two large li'b:raries in Babel-they had hanging gardens,

suspended 75 feet high-,te the trees ,shru?s and
flowers of which water was raised on a screw.=- They

had innumerable pretty homes where children grew up
surrounded by gardens full of roses and fruits,they
®asked in the sunshine and co=vidrated with universal

energy = many thousands years before Noah had his excur=

gion woat floating on the tur?ulent waters ralsed by

the wrath of angry Jehovah. =And then=- what happened

every then and waenL-Erery little while the Ba.kyloni-

ans would arm their people and go ou'b ﬂ%?%&nd

destrﬁa;;g'éomelneighboring nation that likewise had

employed mch energy to create happy homes and fruite
ful fields. =At another time these people would come

J«\.Lv

. back and fall oWer Bahel ,and destroy homes, ruimic:;.r i

J»r.e‘ a7y Giq 0 £y
Tandem&@ﬂoﬂwas laid waste and entirely raszed to“the J
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The “Birds” of black, and “Birds” of brown,
Shall glean the morals of your town,

“Our Holy Men,” and Doctors too,

Will e’re long have all they can do,

To prate, and preach, and also pray,

And save “Our Boys,” and make them pay.

The “Doves” of dark shall have the day,
In Dallas Town, also the pay, :
That naughty bovs, so freely give,

For social sports, where e’re they live
And when' the shades of Night roll down,
All the “Blackbirds” will roam the Town.

Poor men, and boys, no pen, or words,

Can change the present choice of “Birds.”
Long, and loud may be thy sad plaints,

But blame us not, just blame your “Saints.”
Your men of God, and Godly men,

Have left no choice of “Dove,” or “Wren.”

The “Crows,” or “Birds” of black, or brown,
Are all, that flit through street, or Town,
The sport is tamé, the chase soon over,
“Birdies” black, soon find the clover.

Gone are the “Doves” of soiled fame.

Half white, or hlack, now are your game.

Go to your “Parson,” let him pray,

‘Go to your Doctor, take him pay.

Your sins are vile, your ills e’en more,
The price vou pay may make you sore,
Cash cures all sin, and also ills,

Just call on “Dad,” to pay the bills.

On Arlington Heights, there is a “Corner,”
Held in Escrow for Doctor Horner,

The men of God sometimes of late,

Mix sins of ‘Birds,” with “Real Hstate.”
The “Doves” must fly, or land in jail,

Or see some “Omne,” and fix up bail,
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ground several times ,and all the labor of many generat}ens
had Been for nothing,its result being totally destroved.
- | The same phenomenon appears in the history
of all.natians;- generations of patient labor creating

better homes and fiper surreundingswthen_war and destruc=

tion ruining it all, = Why has this heen?Becausa the

peuﬁle‘wer’{?j“

ont Wrongly ed,ucated*a =They

have never till now taught in public schools to apply «?,

- ; ¢, "

the "@olden Pule® to nations.= The golden rule as apllied S
to individuals has heen taught Wy philosophers long “”j

before theﬂkiklan in the Bhi King of the €hinese which o
»ook was revised by €onfucius 2 0 years ago, hut was, i,
ton s pfd Coedd /f P sraia o ,:f“,g oy ,, ».f‘ i, 7

then already hoary with age{?-ﬂhere haﬂ never »een any

teacher of note of any age 6f any country that has not
taught the law of reciprocity and the rulers ar tha 4
- countries seem to have had.natammﬂlﬂagectian. -&hsﬁrulnfhas
grown out of experience'- If I throw stones into my neigh—»

bours window when he is gone and he -suspecting'me -takes

é; .

K

revenge in my absence-I come Back cutting down his young

fruit trees,he gets his revenge by killing my chickens,

and we kéep-that up for a year=we hoth are minus many
good things and plu§=sevérax bad things as; wrath,anger, §
vexation and worry. If we turp‘areund and help us each

other,we'bothfwiil'be benefited, -Even the animals saw \hﬂ

' 1

into that iéng béfdre the evolution of 1living organisms

into higher beings. We find the goldenj much better
observed among the bees and birds than among the .

christians~and even the walves do not kill their own ﬂwjg f
kind asvgha €hristians are constantly _1ng;;-fhia Tule j

has noth}een taught as aplied to nations=why not? because

the rulers of the natienn naver allawed it heing taught,.

|
|
Tl Py L TRy Lp{ L - |

In stead of that a;iwmaég meemca%%eﬂ patriotism was
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taught which consisted in two main sentiments-ti® firstly

ool X ‘ 'aelfglariﬁcatien- the own nation is the
ed
enly great natianm aelec by the ﬁadsu all etha:c nations

y 7 ad i
are inferior-any one ’being R fnationally self=-

conceited is a one }mndred percenter -okiels are wick,ed
o corisalossd om My prilns ez ren - S
traitors.= he other sentiment//is that af extrem.a ha.tred,

"".L‘-Mf_’u L .J»xl" ol

B J

‘and murderlust. The bhest mrderer ol;fpmmwhmw
mnati@na ig a heme,any one opposed to mass murder
~ is an abominanle pacifiat. -!Ehe\greeks called the Fon=
@Grecks Barbarole-the Jews the Non=~Jews @Gentiles-the Babyleni-
ans could never be persuaded }:hat people outaside of the
Babylonians were nearly human. These sentiments were incule

cated by education mte the little children in impressionable

‘?E;mmﬂ.;./(.m&
agep s +The 1ittle ones were trained in
early age to idolisze the flags or insignia or whateve

<ip. St A -...'%hm-.‘tf o _psndut S e

%tlsh ‘";i carried 'I:anre them in ‘»att]ies-qand ‘hy thié
medﬁ%n they were thus hypnotized that whenever some
greedy men of their nation wanted to do some abemina.‘nle
thing in order to enrich themselves -all they had to do
was to raise this flag or this insignium,and c'::fz,;j or the
gods and the fa.therland:- and mothers would willingly
give their sons -nourished and protected for 20 years,
flesh of their flesh- to be butchered for the Wenefit of
a few monsters., «Only a few years ago-- im~@pain,in the

\‘h \" el )

year 1909- a few merchénts X #ho had interest_ in some mines

£

war upon that ¥orth=African country~-- tho no one had

imtereat in such a war except these few greeedy monsters,.
ard Mo “1y ‘}u&u{ebm

the govermment raised the flagf,and hundreds had to leave

wife and child,mother and father =-to die for thfsi‘comer-

clial scheme the succeass of which could not benefit
any one of them.They were hypnotized to sacrifice their
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life and happiness of their loved ones for the cause of

injustice.- Before our
there was perpetrated

Yery eyes w=only a few years ago=
tha‘mnat.ahgminable.srtme.imaginahla-

the crimguef‘;acxifiﬁing-direetly and indirectly-thirty
millions of young men and c¢hildrento satisfy a few wars

_Profiteers.~We did not

expect this to be possidle in our age=

But it was possikle=and may repeated any day-till we educate

- our children to Reas
murders can only commi
is hypnotized By a wrong
of motives =-and of inter
‘ In a Ration
shall hewver bhe taught

be adored. --Bo then not
we do. Patriotism mean

on and Justice. -These brutal mass=

t these crimes as long as humanity
education~misrepresentation of factg-
eats,= i

alist school such a diseased patriotism
=and the insignia of mass=mirder never
we believe in a Patriotism?~Yes we

8 love to the fellow men~and fellow=

women of our country. = But our country %oum fatherland - e

_has no other limits a

8 the limits of

The whole world is our countrye and whom the fun does not
exclude from its bhlessful Tays =we do not exclude from our

-patriotic love, =Wher

beneficlent rays- warming- energising- animating -brightehing= |

eever the fun is Willing to send its

sublimating-there we are willing to send our batriotism. In
a Rationalist School hatred,aelf-aaneeit,hmndred percent
braggartism-will not be given out for Patriotigm,=-Erect we
we stand,loking up the xgmx great flag of the ®x firmamente-
luminous with millions of stars and swear to the ingignia
of the solidarity of all-humanity, :

- _The other tool
humans =has besn a kind
demands of unsatiable
ke interpreted to demand

of hypnotizing the developing

of religion +that made sacred the
yZ&reedy monsters, and could always
what these monsﬁers-or their instru=

mgnﬁs in the governments wanted, -

Even in free

'&Ieeca‘ﬁhs”ruling class demanded

blind belief in their Peculiar brand of*religion"-ang
Bocrates had to drink the Poisoned eup =accused of the

crime of ﬁnpie;y-uabelief‘in the @ods, «Thi

taught Reason~inductive

analysis of the Phenomena of the

Universe ,freedom of thought-and for that crime qieg %
death of a criminal =simply for ' Fime died the

his globe~The Earth-,

1‘

8 great philesopher @
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taking by his appeal to Beasonlthe Teverence for that

which 13 old and holy from being hoary. - Bet us take

gt w' , s

‘anclent Peru in Bouth Americs ferﬁame example..-?eru had

a high civilization before the Jesuits came and impressed
the stamp of ignorance and superstition upon the country,
- and brmtally exploited it. -The civilization of amcient

Peru was strictly analogous to those of anclent India and

t._ There existed an amount of knowledge mos% remarkable
Egyp o £

lwifh the ignorance of neighbouring nations. Zhe arts were

cultivated with great success. The houses were fi:!.led? with
ornaments and utensils of admirable workmanship;their
chamhera were hung with apiendid tapestxy,ﬁgzir dresses
and personal ornamments hetrayedﬂtggiq- and their jewels
were of exquisite ang varied form; their rich and flowing
robes were gmhreidered. The Incas~as the inhabitants of Peru
called themselves-had drama and art developed to great extent
before the Spaniards came to their country. They h&d schools
were useful arts and histary wag taught by the harda. They
: had rodds with posthouses at certain ﬁntervals-even over
seegfgly 1naccessihle mountaing and bleak deserts for
hundreds of miles. But thess peoprle had bheen taught every
one in impressionable childhood a religion @ which among
alalid
= ;;,dthat their king would alwgpgl
be protected By the g0ods who thereby recognized him and‘

other things

whoever was governing must Pe from the gods otherwise they
would not allow him-te rule. -Now this belie#; praved fateful
t0 a great people.=For in 1532 a handful of ragged adven=-
turers-aatholie bigoted fpaniards,led by Pisarro landed in
Peru; the king Atalualpa was very kind to the beggars,
took them te his palace ,had them fed and clad., But when they
learned of the religion of the Inecas ythey lured the king

to the market place and suddenly rushed upon him and publiciy

“godsniiiifhave had permitted

murdered him,calling out that the
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thisfif it were not their firm will that there should be 33

a change in rulership ,and if they had not qpained thesaiff.
Bpaniards to Tule over them. That hypnotized Were the fi?;
millions of Peruvians by their religion that they JE hacn RN ‘-_f;'

resistance ackuowledged this change,blindly obeyed their

new rulers, who exploited them in the most brutal way,aent E,ﬁ‘

tem to work in, the mines ,killed and maimed them if they A

would not yield enough gold, allthewhile preaching them . . '
thru their priests the Christian dogmas:® Do not resist ’ffmf
evil® " " Who suffers here will e reeempensated in heaven“ '

seidberrcl
. Obey the magiatrate for %ksww is no magiatrat

nereever

|
there ig_a‘m@gistrate it is‘qmdained.ﬁa-um @od* " Obey your

‘masters® * Bear Your eress* " 8rucify thy flesh and bl@ad'xtf“'

“ 4 ) o
* Blessed are the poor"” etc., == All thru the history of edu-;t

P

cation= directly and indirectly=- religlon has been used gi
to hypnotise people from early childhood on into a state Ne |
of mind in which thay couldhaasilyﬂled by big exploiters., ¢;€?
- n this s£;§01 no dogma shall ever be taught 1bither i
Pro nor cone neither religieus nor politicalnner nationale
nor histertcal- neither moral nor philosephical-neither

radical nar reactiona:y /= We want to teach ehildren facte-

:r or rather we want te assist them to find these facts 5

( WM
themselves by putting into their hands textbaok that give

£ LA AL

ther }F@@&ﬂ without hias-history unadulterated.uhysial@gy

without Preaching of some pet-dogm%bhysical science without

any Billy Bryan
fear by truthful facts of evolution to offend B ETETR or

Billy funday or any other Billy,ar bringing 2 minigterial
association up in arms uaing Pressure on the dboard of

education that teachers should be diiﬁfsaed who taugggﬁf '

£ 2. prcchilsn oelort ‘-7 e, 7 4‘-;;# M*éﬁ :
8?0111"310!1 g ﬁmm # o4 "tfc /zM lfe-;!i ‘:;7}}_ ,,.Af., #a i
MM ’J/M. 4—0&-‘4“ /I\ ‘“H! 'f 1]‘(5 Rty LEL L g _______/':‘

i
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In the publie 8chools of to day-there are

taught %p & way to retard rather than to advance the child

]

In this g mﬁﬂt of all tne prominent aducaters agree with us.
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new energy andf vigor= unhindered-freel

-
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I shall only refer to Abraham Flexner -head of the General
mucauen Board established by the nockef‘\uer Toundation,
who said" Generally speaking ,it may be safely affirmed
that the subjects commonly taught ,the manner in which
they are taught ,and the amounts taught ,are determihed
by tradition,not hy'a consideration of living and present
needs.%- And what a hinderance tradition is Hawthorne has
illustrated. He compared the inherited and traditioned
ideas and habits th:fexﬁ égve to carry argigfgfith us to
the c@rgg:gof an old grandfatier which.hiaigrandson constant=
ﬁg&-to drag around with him= pressing upon him heavi=~
'ywnlndexing and hampering him at every step. Why should
not the grandson give this corpse a decent burial and place a

eebl

monument on the grave -and then take upon him, the work with ne

All organisms grow and outgrow= The universal law in
nature= of which we are an integral part= is:= Whatever
is born ghall die~but at the grave of the old ang,used up
shall ever stand the youth and vigor of the HEW; And we
are to day as ever in this evolution- we can and must
not stagnate this growing and outgrowing life. And if the

average schools do not take cognizance of this law of eternal !

{

change= constant flow= we have to form new schools where

this ﬁniversal fact is taken into consideration= where not

mer uhan one ‘half of the trme and energy is wasted in

galvaniﬁ!g; corpses- inmmaintain%mg&that which is dead
and should be buried and left in,A!iﬂ!ﬂ'peace.

, There is a great change going on now= and our
children shall become consciousaln-lsﬂﬂbf this changejour
education shall respond to the call of the new age.

Besides wasting time and energy of teachers



	ttu_hickey_000052_000001
	ttu_hickey_000052_000002
	ttu_hickey_000052_000003
	ttu_hickey_000052_000004
	ttu_hickey_000052_000005
	ttu_hickey_000052_000006
	ttu_hickey_000052_000007
	ttu_hickey_000052_000008
	ttu_hickey_000052_000009
	ttu_hickey_000052_000010
	ttu_hickey_000052_000011
	ttu_hickey_000052_000012
	ttu_hickey_000052_000013
	ttu_hickey_000052_000014
	ttu_hickey_000052_000014_1
	ttu_hickey_000052_000015
	ttu_hickey_000052_000016
	ttu_hickey_000052_000017
	ttu_hickey_000052_000018
	ttu_hickey_000052_000019
	ttu_hickey_000052_000020
	ttu_hickey_000052_000021
	ttu_hickey_000052_000022



