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he Honocrable Ed Watson
exas House of Representatives
Prle oore 20T

Austin, Texas 78769

The ILeague of vwomen Voters of Texas congratulates you on your
successiul pagsage of HB 487 on the sitincg of hazardous waste
nanagenant facilities. In ny new capacity as LiV-Texas Director
foxr iHazardous Jaste and Iland Use, I shall be encouraging local
Leagues throughout Texas to monitor the writing of the regulations
that will result from your biil, We believe the compromisge biil
can iandeed produce workable regulations capable of anproving the
siting of hazardous waste managenent facilities.
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League of Women Voters of Texas

1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 « Austin, Texas 78701 « Tel. 512/472-1100

June 15, 1983

The Honorable William P. Hobby

Texas Senate
P.0. Box 12068
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Governor Hobby:

We wish to endorse the recommendation of Kenneth W. Kramer,
600 W. 28th St., Suite 101, Austin 78705, for appointment to
the Sunset Commission.

Mr. Kramer has a thorough understanding of the functions of
Texas government and the political process. His ability to
work cooperatively with diverse groups is well known.

During the biennium, most state agencies responsible for
environmental protection will be subject to Sunset review.

We think that Mr. Kramer's familiarity with the roles of those
agencies and his expertise on environmental matters would be
advantageous to the Commission.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

.

Lois Carpenter
President
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League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 ¢ Austin, Texas 78701 « Tel. 512/472-1100

May 19, 1983

It is essential that Rider #57 to SB 179 be retained during your
deliberations. This rider can fund HB 1732 which would establish

a temporary emergency relief program to meet the needs of those who
are suffering hardships caused by our recent economic recession.

Since HB 1732 has now passed the House and is expected to pass the
Senate, please support and vote for the funding rider which is critical

to the implementation of this program.

Thank you for your attention.

Very truly yours,

{ ya = A A & 1 A ';C /gﬁm )/2‘ C’%A c cﬁ

Diana Clark Barbara McCormick
President Human Resources Director
DC:jh
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League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 » Austin, Texas 78701 » Tel. 512/472-1100

May 18, 1983

The Honorable Gib Lewis

Speaker of the House of Representatives
State Capitol

Austin, TX 78711

Dear Mr. Lewis,

The League of Women Voters of Texas, as you know, has long supported
the Texas Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Council. We consider
research and development in renewable energy sources extremely
important to the state of Texas, as well as continued policy develop-
ment in such important fields as lignite and high level nuclear waste.

When you assured me last month that a TENRAC bill would pass the
House, I did not anticipate problems with the Calandars Committee.
We urge you to encourage the Calandars Committee to release the
TENRAC bill.

Thank you for your help in this vital area.

Very truly yours,

Laura Keever

Energy Associate Director
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League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 ¢ Austin, Texas 78701 ¢ Tel. 512,/472-1100

May 16, 1983

The Honorable

Texas Senate (House of Representatives)
State Capiteol, Room

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Representative (or Senator)

The League of Women Voters of Texas urges you to adequately fund the
Texas Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Council.

It is imperative that research and development be continued for
renewable energy sources and that policy development and oversight

continue in lignite and high level nuclear waste.

Very truly yours,

Diana Clark Laura Keever
President Energy Associate Director
DC:d jm

This letter was sent to the following Senators:
Jones, Farabee, Brooks, Howard, Traeger

and the following Representatives:
Presnal; Madla; Rudd; J. Gibson; Hollowell.
(Conference Committee on Appropriations)
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League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 ¢ Austin, Texas 78701 « Tel. 512,/472-1100

To: Members of the 68th Legislature
Date: May 13, 1983

Subject: House Bill 1732 (Polumbo)
Emergency Relief
on floor for vote today

The League of Women Voters of Texas support House Bill 1732 (Polumbo)
and urge your 'yea' vote to establish this temporary emergency relief
program to meet the needs of those who are suffering hardships caused
by our recent economic recession.

All social service agencies report substantial increases in
requests for food, shelter, utilities and clothing. People are
sleeping in cars for lack of funds to rent adequate shelter. Utility
shut offs threaten others who may have a residence and food is critical
to those with no address to use to be eligible for food stamps or Az € deod
who are not fortunate enough to live near one of the few food banks wf“j x
in Texas. f” * dne

\5 D

The League of Women Voters supports constructive efforts ol e Ef_qux\’j
combat poverty. This bill-would-do-that and-would- help keep these \niaﬁ\%QA
unemployed-families from taking steps tequalify. for-welfare. Vouchers?’ o ]f
would be used in lieu of cash and state auditing is a requirement of 1= C i
the bill. The bill also nurtures cooperation among local governments QZLqur>K-(“‘6‘3
and nonprofit organizations during the application process and
provides for public comments at that time. The program would terminate
in 1985 at which time a report would be issued to the legislature

and governor regarding its operation.
TO HELP LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND VOLUNTARY SECTOR ORGANIZATIONS DEAL

WITH THIS CRITICAL TEMPORARY PROBLEM, WE STRONGLY URGE YOU TO

Diana Clark, President
League of Women Voters
of Texas

VOEE YYESY E@ H-B, 17375



May 2, 1983

Dear Calendars Committee Member:

‘The League of Women Voters of Texas met in convention in Dallas
the weekend of April 15. The delegates voted unanimously to send
a telegram to Calendars Committee Chairman Bill Messer to this
effect:

The League of Women Voters of Texas urges
you to schedule for floor action HJR 17
(S. Thompson) granting Congressional
representation to the District of
Columbia.

We would like the committee members to be aware of the action
taken by the delegates.

Sincerely, (? ,,ﬁ} :
“‘1 ; : 7 s / 2 (/ V4 ; ; 2
/ tana [/éu’ AN~ / Z”%Lﬁ/-; (e /ZBZD 727,28 @-’L

Diana Clark Evelyn Bonavita
President Legislative Director

DC:djm



League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 « Austin, Texas 78701 » Tel. 512/472-1100

May 2, 1983

Dear Calendars Committee Member:

‘The League of Women Voters of Texas met in convention in Dallas
the weekend of April 15. The delegates voted unanimously to send
a telegram to Calendars Committee Chairman Bill Messer to this
effect:

The League of Women Voters of Texas urges
you to schedule for floor action HJR 17
(S. Thompson) granting Congressional
representation to the District of
Columbia.

We would like the committee members to be aware of the action
taken by the delegates.

Sincerely, .

/@ (ama_ @Za/d‘e_ %
Diana Clark Evelyn Bonavita
President Legislative Director

DC:djm
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May 2, 1983

The Honorable Paul €. Moreno
P.0. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78769

Dear Mr. Moreno:

Thank you for your letter of April 18, 1983, regarding the merit selection
of judges. We share your concern for the inclusion of more Mexican-American
juddes, as well as for the inclusion of more black judges and women judges,
on the Texas bench. We are not in favor of creating a merit selection based
on wealthy-white-male virtues, whatever those virtues might be. Do wealthy,
white males have virtues that the rest of us do not have? We do not want
any of our judges to be chosen on the basis of wealth, color, sex, party
affiliation, good looks or charm. We want judges to be chosen on the basis
of their legal education, training, and knowledge; on their experience with
the law; on their ethical standards and their reputation in their communities
for intelligence, integrity, and character.

The League of Women Voters of Texas believes that we have a better chance to
get the best judges through the process we support than through egequlay com-
petitive, partisan, expensive elections. The process we support is appointment
by the governor from a short list of nominees screened and evaluated and recom-
mended by a nominating commission followed by a nen-partisan, non-competitive
retention election at the end of each term.

Let me tell you about a couple of recent judicial races in Harris County.

One of our most admived (by the legal profession) Mexican-American judges

lost his place because of his party affiliation. Another fine Mexican-
American judge running for an appellate judgeship garnered a large majority

of votes in his home county but lost the election because his excellent
qualifications were not known to the voters in the rest of the appellate
judicial district. I don't believe that the results would have been the

same in either of these cases if the merit selection process had been in place.

We hope that you will reconsider merit selection of judges and that we can
work together to acquire the finest judges possible for our Texas courts. Ue




are confident that the finest judges would include women, Mexican-Americans,
and blacks. Goodness, honesty, intelligence, wisdom, intearity are not
gqualities pertaining solely to white males.

Yours very truly,

Lavora 5. Arizage
Judiciary Director
2611 Sandstone
Houston, Texas 77036




April 19, 1983

Dear Elections Committee Member:

The League of Women Voters of Texas met in convention in Dallas
last weekend. The delegates voted unanimously to send a telegram
to Elections Committee Chairman El Franco Lee to this effect:

The League of Women Voters of Texas urges you
to act favorably on HJR 17, granting Congressional

representation to the District of Columbia.

We would like the committee members to be aware of the action taken
by the delegates,

Sincerely, |

Diana Clark Evelyn Bonavita
President Legislative Director

DC:djm



April 29, 1983

The Honorable Debra Danburg
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 427-B
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Representative Danburg:
The League of Women Voters of Texas supports HB 1730, concerning
revision of the criminal laws relating to the offense of rape, etc.

We urge its passage in the House.

Very truly yours,

Diana Clark Lavora Arizaga
President Director, Women Under Texas Law
BC:djm

cc: Senator Craig Washington



April 29, 1983

The Honorable John Whitmire
Texas Senate

State Capitol, Room 321
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Senator Whitmire:

The League of Women Voters of Texas supports SB 966, concerning
revision of the criminal laws relsting to the offense of rape, ete.
We urge its passage in the Senate.

Very truly yours,

P

ot
A

Diana Clark Lavora Arizaga
President Director, Women Under Texas Law
DC:dim

cc: Senator Craig Washington
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YOUR SUPPORT OF $60 OR MOREZ MONTHLY AFDC BENEFIT FOR 1933 35,
DIANA CLARK, PRESIDENT
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GOVERNOR MARK WHITE

CAPITGL STATICN

EUSTIN I 78711

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS CF TEXAS STRONGLY SUPPORTS AN EQUITABLE
SYSTEM OF TAXATICN WHICH ASSURES ADEQUATE REVENUE FOR THE CONDUCT OF
STATE GOVERNMENT. IT IS THE CONCLUSION OF THE DELEGATES AT THE 1983
CONVENTION OF THE LWVT THAT A Tax INCREASE IS NECESSARY 1IN ORDER TO
MEET THE BASIC NEEDS OF THE CITIZENS OF TEXAS. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT
THE STATE OF TEXAS PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE, AID TO NEEDY
CHILDREN, A FAIR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECT ION. WE
THEREFORE URGE THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS TO ACT IN A
F1SCALLY RESPONSIBLE MANNER AND ADOPT AN EQUITABLE TAXING MEASURE TO
FINANCE AN ADEQUATE STATE BUDGET FOR THE 1984-85 BIENNIUM.

DIANA CLARK, PRESIDENT, AND LOIS CARPENTER, PROGRAM VAI@E PRES IDENT

11852 EST
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April 19, 1983

This is a copy of a Mailgram sent by the League of Women Voters of Texas
to Governor White, Lt. Governor Hobby, and Speaker Lewis.



April 19, 1983

The Honorable Mary Polk
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 412-A

Dear Representative Polk:

The League of Women Voters of Texas endorses HB 1732 (Polumbo), which
your committee will hear Tuesday afternoon. We feel it is a step in
the right direction in providing emergency assistance to the destitute.
We also are pleased with the provision which requires the applicant to
consult with other organizations and associations which provide assis-
tance to the poor.

Sincerely,

B il Barlbana elovinedos
Diana Clark Barbara McCormick

President Human Resources Director

DC:djm

cc: Rep. E. Barton, Rep. Vowell, Rep. Cavazos, Rep. L. Evans,
Rep. Tow, Rep. Clemons, Rep. Haley, Rep. Polumbo,
Sen. Brooks, Speaker Lewis.
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League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 * Austin, Texas 78701 « Tel. 512,/472-1100

ApasatlEe S O3 8

Dear House Human Services Committee Member:

The League of Women Voters of Texas has actively opposed the concept of
mandatory workfare for income assistance recipients. We have instead
worked for education and job-training programs as the necessary links to
permanent employment with a decent standard of living.

Therefore, we believe the provisions in HB 1299 which address the need

for job-training for AFDC recipients have merit, especially when compared
to other conventional, costly and dead-end weélfare programs which have had
limited success. o Kiare

We commend Representative Geistweidt for recognizing these difficulties
and moving toward a more productive program. However, we still have some
serious reservations.

Texas does not administer a two-parent AFDC grant and that places us in

a fairly unique situation. A workfare program here would be dealing with
mostly young mothers with small children. Many have not finished high
school and most are unskilled in the work force. Adequate job-training
becomes then only the first major component of a successful program for
Texas. Child care, transportation, regions chosen for the pilot programs,
and realistic funding for implementation of this project are all equal

in their need for attention.

The sponsor had included day care, which is essential in Texas, as a pro-
vision. But no definition of services or facilities is given. There are
only about 14,000 slots for children needing day care and there are about
200,000 AFDC children in Texas. DHR would have to increase the—day-care-

i

e

program by—500% shmmmaadaeotl, 45 G QLU He heeat & ngtglgcﬁtj. ﬁﬁq«] @ TR

drastiafl,, -
Which cities will be chosenjfor the pilot? 'Job Search," another proposal
(DHR) for AFDC applicants, does not include Houston. This means the issue
of Houston's unemployment rate and extremely limited public transportation
are not to be addressed in that study. A successful pilot should cover: th
largest cities and the most rural areas. Unfortunately the problems of
getting a child to a day care facility on public transportation and of
getting to work in another part of town on public transportation are almos
impossible and have defeated many job efforts in the past in large cities.

PA G atn s,
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How can the DHR budget be stretched to provide staff to coordinate these
job placements and needed services? Much more funding is needed for staff.
There are no extra monies from the AFDC program to fund this program.

It has been mentioned that day care and transportation could be provided
until the trainee reaches 477 of the state median income. If so, that
needs to be specifically included as a provision of this bill. If Medi-
caid cannot continue after six months, then a prerequisite for amy job
provided is availibility of medical insurance.

If this committee believes that Texas can implement in the future a
costly, mandatory work program for AFDC recipients, then this pilot
should be a comprehensive, well-funded model that can be used to evaluate
not only how much it's costing the state but if long-term employment

with a decent salary can be found for umskilled persons on a state-wide
basis.

Thank you for your consideration,

i = : 1
/ a1 " ’

Mamwe. (“Laak_ Boalraro. The Cevmaedo,

Diana Clark Barbara McCormick

President Director for Human Resources

DC:djm



April 5, 1983

Dear House Human Services Committee Member:

The League of Women Voters of Texas has actively opposed the concept of
mandatory workfare for income assistance recipients. We have instead
worked for education and job-training programs as the necessary links to
permanent employment with a decent standard of living.

Therefore, we believe the provisions in HB 1299 which address the need

for job-training for AFDC recipients have merit, especially when compared
to other conventional, costly and dead-end welfare programs which have had
limited success.

We commend Representative Geistweidt for recognizing these difficulties
and moving toward a more productive program. However, we still have some
serious reservations.

Texas does not administer a two-parent AFDC grant and that places us in

a fairly unique situation. A workfare program here would be dealing with
mostly young mothers with small children. Many have not finished high
school and most are unskilled in the work force. Adequate job-training
becomes then only the first major component of a successful program for
Texas. Child care, transportation, regions chosen for the pilot programs,
and realistic funding for implementation of this project are all equal

in their need for attention.

The sponsor had included day care, which is essential in Texas, as a pro-—
vision. But no definition of services or facilities is given. There are
only about 14,000 slots for children needing day care and there are about
200,000 AFDC children in Texas. DHR would have to increase the day care

program by 500%.

Which cities will be chosen for the pilot? '"Job Search," another proposal
(DHR) for AFDC applicants, does not include Houston. This means the issues
of Houston's unemployment rate and extremely limited public tramsportation
are not to be addressed in that study. A successful pilot should cover the
largest cities and the most rural areas. Unfortunately the problems of
getting a child to a day care facility on public transportation and of
getting to work in another part of town on public transportation are almost
impossible and have defeated many job efforts in the past in large cities.



How can the DHR budget be stretched to provide staff to coordinate these
job placements and needed services? Much more funding is needed for staff.
There are no extra monies from the AFDC program to fund this program.

It has been mentioned that day care and transportation could be provided
until the trainee reaches 47% of the state median income. If so, that
needs to be specifically included as a provision of this bill. If Medi-
caid cannot continue after six months, then a prerequisite for any job
provided is availibility of medical insurance.

If this committee believes that Texas can implement in the future a
costly, mandatory work program for AFDC recipients, then this pilot
should be a comprehensive, well-funded model that can be used to evaluate
not only how much it's costing the state but if long-term employment

with a decent salary can be found for unskilled persons on a state-wide
basis.

Thank you for your consideration,

7\ . .
(( Aa e (LT Via b BOA/OZU\CL, 77'?6 CULWCJQ

Diana Clark Barbara McCormick
President Director for Human Resources

DC:djm
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League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 ¢ Austin, Texas 78701 « Tel. 512/472-1100

April 5, 1983

Dear Legislator:

Enclosed you will find an advocacy paper prepared by the League
of Women Voters of Texas on the merit selection of judges. This
is a position supported by the League based on extensive study
and preparation by our statewide membership. We hope that you
Sincerely,

will consider the issue according to its merits.
@fﬂn& () Zo.fué, fz’]a,& %Muf‘c@
Diana Clark Evel}ZCZ;navita

President Legislative Director

DC:djm
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Dear Legislator:

Enclosed you will find an advocacy paper prepared by the League
of Women Voters of Texas on the merit selection of judges. This
is a position supported by the League based on extensive study
and preparation by our statewide membership. We hope that you
will consider the issue according to its merits.

Sincerely,

Diana Clark Evel)[];navita

President Legislative Director

DC:djm



April 13, 1983

The Honorable William P, Hobby
Lt., Governor

State Capttol, Room 219
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Lt. Governor Hobby:

Enclosed you will find an advocacy paper prepared by the League
of Women Voters of Texas on the merit selection of judges. This
is a position supported by the League based on extensive study
and preparation by our statewide membership. We hope that you
will consider the issue according to its merits.,

Sincerely,
Diana Clark Evelyn Bonatita
President Legislative Director

DC:djm
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April 7, 1983

The Honorable Gib Lewis
Speaker of the House
P.0. Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78769
Dear Mr. Speaker:

A thousand thanks to you for re-referring the D.C. congressional
representation bill, HJR 17, to the House Elections Committee.

We sre pleased to have been assured that this bill will receive
the falr hearing it deserves in the near future.

Sincerely,

Diana Clark, President

Lols Carpenter
Program Vice President
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League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 » Austin, Texas 78701 « Tel. 512,/472-1100

Marehs 23,

Members of the Senate Health aand Human kesources

Sk 711, Brooks

the era of block grants and reduced federal funding, coordination
planmings ands dOTTVer Mol - SelvEl CeciilS essential among agencies and
711, which establishes the

els of governments. Please support Sb
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March 23, 1983

To: Members of the Senate Health and Human Resources Subcommittee
Re: SB 711, Brooks

In the era of block grants and reduced federal funding, coordination

of planning and delivery of services is essential among agencies and

levels of governments. Please support SB 711, which establishes the

Texas Health and Human Services Coordinating Council with a realistic
and workable number of members.

Thank you for your consideration.

Barbara McCormick
Director of Human Resources



March 21, 1983

The Honorable

House of Representatives
Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78769

Dear Representative

The League of Women Voters of Texas is strongly supportive of the
Texas Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Council in its efforts
to formulate energy and natural resources policy for Texas.
Additionally, we consider the Energy Development Fund a laudable
effort to promote basic research in alternative energy sources,
including renewable resources, conservation, and lignite.

We therefore oppose any effort to reduce the Energy Development Fund
or to put an arbitrary cap on the number of staff members for TENRAC.

We earnestly solicit your support to oppose these efforts.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
Diana Clark Laura Keever
President Energy Associate Director

DC:djm
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The Honorable

Texas Senate

Box 12068

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Senator

The League of Women Voters of Texas is strongly supportive of the
Texas Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Council in its efforts
to formulate energy and natural resources policy for Texas.
Additionally, we consider the Energy Development Fund a laudable
effort to promote basic research in alternative energy sources,
 including renewable resources, conservation, and lignite.

We therefore encourage you to vote FOR S.B. 197 by Senator Santiesteban
to continue the work of this agency.

Thank you for your comsideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
Diana Clark Laura Keever
President Energy Associate Director

DC:d jm
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Box 12068
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Senator

The League of Women Voters of Texas is strongly supportive of the
Texas FEnergy and Natural Resources Advisory Council in its efforts
to formulate energy and natural resources policy for Texas.
Additionally, we consider the Energy Development Fund a laudable
effort to promote basic research in alternative energy sources,
including renewable resources, conservation, and lignite.

We therefore encourage you to vote FOR S.B. 197 by Senator Santiesteban
to continue the work of this agency.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
Diana Clark Laura Keever
President Energy Associate Director

DC:d jm



Dear Legislator:

Since 1975 the state of Texas has made great strides in improving our system
of school finance. While the League of Women Voters of Texas applauds the progress
made in raising the level of the Foundation Program, moving toward greater equalization
and improving the method for determining school district property values, we believe
further steps must be taken if the state is to guarantee that all Texas children
have access to quality education. Accordingly, we recommend that the legislature
make the following changes in public education this sessiom: . - e s
* Increase teacher salaries. This is necessary to reward teachers for the
important task they have assumed and to encourage entry and retention in
the profession. However, the legislature must give careful conaideration
to the impact these raises will have on local district budgets, particularly
{f there is little money available for increases in other components of the
Foundation Program. Teacher salary decisions to be made by the legislature
are closely related to funding needs in other components of the program.

%* Increase Maintenance and Operations. Additional money will be needed to
help local districts cover the cost of salary raises for personnel not covered
by the Foundation Program. Without this assistance many local districts
will face a choice of laying off personnel or having to increase taxes more
than 8%. We believe almost $400 million for the biennium will be necessary.

* Increase Compensatory Education. More money is needed for this target
population which requires expensive educational programs. Increases in this
component will also help to generate support for a school finance package
as some large districts not entitled to Equalization Aid will benefit from
a substantial increase in this component. Almost $30 million for the biennium
will be needed. :

* Increase funding for Equalization Aid and implement a guaranteed tax base
yileld formula as suggested by the Texas School Adminigtrators Council.
Following the League's most recent school finance study, members from
throughout the state advocated this approach "to mitigate spending disparities
resulting from differences in wealth among school districts and in order to
reward those poor districts willing to tax themselves more heavily". We
strongly support the Council's suggested increase of $186 million for the
biennium. ; :

* The Local Fund Assignment should not be reduced from the current 11.3%
share of the Foundation Program. This leaves more state money available
for other components of the Foundation Program and also has an equalizing
effect on the system. :

* Provide assistance to local districts for capital outlays. We support
SJR 12/HJR 43 by Jones and Haley and SB 384/HB 715 by Jones and Haley.

Finally, we urge you to guard against further' erosion of the local district
tax base. Although tax exemptions are often referred to as tax relief, this is mis-
leading when there is no state reimbursement to local districts. The granting of
benefits to certain classifications of property usually results in a shifting of the
tax burden or a reduction in programs when it is difficult to shift the burden.
In addition, it appears that the granting of tax benefits almost always results in
more requests for tax benefits, :



We commend you for the time and effort you are giving to this difficult but
very important issue. If we can be of assistance please let us know.

Diana Clark
President, League of Women Voters of Texas
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to the impact these raises will have on local district budgets, particularly
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will face a choice of laying off personnel or having to increase taxes moxe
than 8%. We believe almost $400 million for the biennium will be necessary.

* Increase Compensatory Education. More money is needed for this target
population which requires expensive educational programs. Increases in this
component will also help to generate support for a school finance package
as some large districts not eantitled to Equalization Aid will benefit from
a substantial increase in this component. Almost $30 million for the biennium
will be needed.

* Increase funding for Equalization Aid and implement a guaranteed tax base
yield formula as suggested by the Texas School Administrators Council.
Following the League's most recent school finance study, members from
throughout the state advocated this approach "to mitigate spending disparities
resulting from differences in wealth among school districts and in order to
reward those poor districts willing to tax themselves more heavily"”. We
strongly support the Council's suggested increase of $186 million for the
biennium. : ;

* The Local Fund Assignment should not be reduced from the current 11.32
share of the Foundation Program. This leaves more state money available
for other components of the Foundation Program and also has an equalizing
effect on the system. g

* Provide assistance to local districts for capital outlays. We support
SJR 12/HJR 43 by Jones and Haley and SB 384/HB 715 by Jones and Haley.

Finally, we urge you to guard against further erosion of the local district
tax base. Although tax exemptions are often referred to as tax relief, this is mis-
leading when there is no state reimbursement to local districts. The granting of
benefits to certain classifications of property usually results in a shifting of the
tax burden or a reduction in programs when it is difficult to shift the burden.
In addition, it appears that the granting of tax benefits almost always results in
more requests for tax benefits. :
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very important issue. If we can be of assistance please let us know.

Diana Clark
President, League of Women Voters of Texas



Dear Legislator:
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made in raieing the level of the Foundation Program, moving toward greater equalization
and improving the method for determining school district property values, we believe
further steps must be taken if the state is to guarantee that all Texas children
have access to quality education. Accordingly, we recommend that the legislature
make the following changes in public education this session: i 5.

* Increase teacher salaries. This is necessary to reward teachers for the
important task they have assumed and to encourage entry and retention in
the profession. However, the legislature must give careful consideration
to the impact these raises will have on local district budgets, particularly
{f there is little money available for increases in other components of the
Foundation Program. Teacher salary decisions to be made by the legislature
are closely related to funding needs in other components of the program.

* Increase Maintenance and Operations. Additional money will be needed to
help local districts cover the cost of salary raises for personnel not covered
by the Foundation Program. Without this assistance many local districts
will face a choice of laying off personnel or having to increase taxes more
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population which requires expensive educational programs. Increases in this
component will also help to generate support for a school finance package
as some large districts not entitled to Equalization Aid will benefit from
a substantial increase in this component. Almost $30 million for the biennium
will be needed.

% Increase funding for Equalization Aid and implement a guaranteed tax base
yield formula as suggested by the Texas School Administrators Council.
Following the League's most recent school finance study, members from
throughout the state advocated this approach "to mitigate spending disparities
resulting from differences in wealth among school districte and in order to
reward those poor districts willing to tax themselves more heavily". We
strongly support the Council's suggested increase of $186 million for the
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* The Local Fund Assignment should not be reduced from the current 11.3%
ghare of the Foundation Program., This leaves more state money available
for other components of the Foundation Program and also has an equalizing
effect on the system. ;

* Provide assistance to local districts for capital outlays. We support
SJR 12/HJR 43 by Jones and Haley and SB 384/HB 715 by Jones and Haley.

Finally, we urge you to guard against further' erosion of the local district
tax base. Although tax exemptions are often referred to as tax relief, this is mis-
leading when there is no state reimbursement to local districts. The granting of
benefits to certain classifications of property usually results in a shifting of the
tax burden or a reduction in programs when it is difficult to shift the burden.
In addition, it appears that the granting of tax benefits almost always results in
more requests for tax benefits. '



We commend you for the time and effort you are giving to this difficult but
very important issue. If we can be of assistance please let us know.

Diana Clark .
President, League of Women Voters of Texas
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March 17, 1983

The anorable J. W. Buchanan
State Capitol

Dear Mr. Buchanan:

Herewith, finally, my suggested amendments to HB 655. I think that you will like
some of them and hope that you will go along with some of the others that you won't
like as well. I tried hard to come up with a way to have some of the provisions
apply only to the eastern part of the state, but haven't succeeded.

I have not checked out any of the language with a lawyer, so I would suggest that
this be done for any amendments you wish to include--especially those having to
do with changing district boundaries and merging and dissolving districts.

I will welcome the opportunity to answer any questions you may have as to why a
particular amendment is suggested or discuss them with you. And I would appreciate
any information you can give me as to when the subcommittee will consider the bill

and whether further testimony will be taken.

Sincerely,

Catherine Perrine

Water Director

7616 Royal Place, Dallas, TX 75230
(214) 368-7889

cc - House Natural Resources Committee
Mr. Bill Rose
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HB 655 - Suggested Amendments to SECTION 1

Sec. 13.001. DEFINITIONS

(6) '"Groundwater reservoir' means a subsurface geological formation
containing groundwater in quantities sufficient for beneficial use.

(7) USubdivision—=—=—z—-

Sec. 13.003. DECLARATION OF POLICY. In order to provide for the
conservation, preservation, protection, recharging, and prevention of waste
of groundwater and to control subsidence caused by withdrawal of groundwater,
consistent with the objective of Article XVI, Section 59, of the Texas Constitution,
it is the policy of the state to provide coordinated management of groundwater
by groundwater conservation districts and by the department.

Sec. 13.021. BASIC STANDARDS. (a) The board shall adopt rules providing
basic standards for the management of groundwater that shall be followed by the
commission and by groundwater conservation districts listed in Subsection (c¢) of
Sec. 13.052 of this chapter. The rules shall provide for the coordination of
planning, data-gathering, and management activities undertaken by districts and

by the department.
(b) The board shall adopt rules providing for commission approval of

district activities in supplying water authorized by Sec. 52.105 of this code
and the issuance of district bonds authorized by Sec. 52.241 of this code.

See-—13-022-—-DECICNATION-OF-GROUNDBWATER-RESERVOERS—————

Sec. 13.052. GENERAL JURISDICTION OF DEPARTMENT.

(c) (11) the Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District created
by Chapter 116, Acts of the 59th Legislature, Regular Session, 1965.

(12) The Plateau Underground Water Conservation and Supply District

created by Chapter 517, Acts of the 59th Legislature, Regular Session, 1965.

Sec. 13.053. RULES. The board shall adopt rules for conserving, preserving,
protecting, recharging, and preventing waste of groundwater and for controlling
and preventing subsidence in each of the areas of the state under the jurisdiction
of the department.

Sec. 13.054.

(4) . . . er—its-subdivisiens

Sec. 13.055. . . . er-tts—subdivisien.
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Sec. 13.058. COLLECTION OF INFORMATION. The department shall collect
information regarding the conservation and efficient use of water and methods of
increasing recharge to groundwater reservoirs.

Sec. 13.064. EXCEPTIONS; LIMITATIONS. (a) The commission may not require
a permit for the drilling or producing of a well to be used only for domestic
purposes or for livestock watering.

(b) A water well exempted under this section shall be equipped and
maintained so that it conforms to the department's rules requiring installation
of casing, pipe, and fittings to prevent the escape of groundwater from a groundwater
reservoir and to prevent the pollution or harmful alteration of the character of
the water in any groundwater reservoir.

Sec. 13.069. COMMISSION DECISION.

(b) The commission shall grant the application if the proposed well or
proposed alteration conforms to the rules adopted under Sec. 13.053.

Sec. 13.073. WATER WELL FEE. (a) The department shall collect a fee for
ecach water well that is registered with or permitted by the department.

(k) The fee may be based on the size of the column pipe used in the water
well, the production capacity of the well, or the amount of groundwater pumped .
The amount of the fee shall not exceed one dollar per acre-foot of water pumped
in any year, or an equivalent charge based on pipe size or production capacity.

(c) The fee imposed by this section is due and payable to the department
on or before March 1 of each year for operation of a well during the preceding

year.
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HB 655 — Suggested Amendments to SECTION 2

Sec. 52.001. DEFINITIONS.

(5) '"Groundwater reservoir'" means a subsurface geological formation
containing groundwater in quantities sufficient for beneficial use.

(6) “Subdivisien-ef-a-——z———=

Sec. 52.021. PURPOSE. In order to provide for the comservation, preservation,
protection, recharging, and prevention of waste of groundwater and to control
subsidence caused by withdrawal of groundwater, consistent with the objective of
Article XVI of the Texas Constitution, groundwater conservation districts may be
created as provided by this chapter.

Sec. 52.022. BOUNDARIES OF A DISTRICT. The boundaries of a district
created pursuant to this chapter shall be determined by the commission with the
objective of providing the most suitable management area for the groundwater
resources of the part of the state where the district is located. To the extent
feasible, the boundaries of a district shall coincide with the boundaries of a
groundwater reservoir or a significant part of a reservoir. However, the commission
may also consider other factors, including the boundaries of political subdivisions.
The size and configuration of a district shall be appropriate for the performance
of the duties set forth in Subchapter D of this chapter.

Sec. 527023.7PETITION (a) To create a district, a petition requesting
creation of the district must be filed with the commission as provided by this
chapter.

(b) The petition must be signed by at least 50 persons who own real
property in the part of the state where the proposed district would be located.

(c) The petition shall be accompanied by a fee of $250 to pay costs of
processing the petition. No part of the fee may be refunded.

Sec. 52.024. CONTENTS OF PETITION. A petition to create a district must

include:

(1) the name of the proposed district;

(2) the part of the state where the proposed district would be
located.

(3) a statement of the purpose for which the district would be
created.

52+833
Sec. 52.025. NOTICE OF HEARING. (a) Within 45 days after a petition is

filed with the commission, the commission shall call and hold a hearing on the
petition and shall give notice of the hearing. :

(b) The commission shall give notice and hold the hearing in the manner
provided by law and rules of the Texas Department of Water Resources for hearings
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for creation of other districts under the jurisdiction of the Texas Department of
Water Resources.

(¢) In addition to other legal requirements for publication of notice,
the commission shall have notice published in a newspaper or newspapers with general
circulation in the area of the proposed district. The notice must be published
at least two times not less than 10 days before the date of the hearing.

(d) The notice of the hearing shall include a statement of the purpose
of the hearing and the date, time, and place for the hearing.

Sec. 52.026. HEARING. (a) The hearing shall be held in the part of the
state where the proposed district would be located.

(b) The executive director shall be a party to the hearing and shall
present information concerning the groundwater resources of the area and the
current and projected use of water.

(c) The commission shall hear testimony as to the most appropriate boundaries
for the district in accordance with the criteria set forth in Section 52.022 of
this chapter, on methods of electing or appointing directors, and on means of
financing operations of the district.

Sec. 52+834 52.027. GRANTING OR DENYING THE PETITION. (a)

Sec. 52-635 52.028. APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM DIRECTORS. (a) If the
commission grants the petition, it shall issue an order creating the district
and describing the method by which the directors are to be elected or appointed.

(b) If directors of the district are to be elected, the commission shall
appoint five directors who shall serve until the initial directors are elected
and have qualified for office.

(c) If the directors of the district are to be appointed, the interim
directors shall be appointed by the same officials who are authorized by the
commission's order to appoint directors of the district. If directors are to
be appointed, appointments must be made by local elected officials, such as city

councils and county commissioners.

(d) Within 15 days after appointment, each interim director shall take
the oath of office.

(e) If an interim director fails to qualify or if a vacancy occurs,
another person shall be appointed in the same manner by which the first interim

director was appointed.

Sec. 52<6836 52.029. CONFIRMATION ELECTION. (a) Within 30 days after
all interim directors have been appointed and have qualified, the directors of
a proposed district shall meet and shall call an election to be held within the
boundaries of the proposed district to confirm the creation of the district.
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(b) The directors shall determine the propositions to be voted on and
shall issue a notice stating the day and placed for holding the election and the
propositions as they are to appear on the ballot.

(c) The directors shall publish the notice

Sec. 52.030. BALLOT PROPOSITIONS. (a) The ballot for the election must be

printed to provide for voting for or against the proposition: ''The creation of
the (Insert name of district) Groundwater Conservation District."
(b) The directors may include a separate proposition for the issuance

of bonds by the district, which shall state the maximum amount of bonds to be
issued and their maximum maturity date.

52-033 {ey
Sec. 52.031. RESULTS OF THE ELECTION. (a) Immediately after
€£
(b) If a majority
<27

(c) If the confirmation of the creation of the district is defeated,
the commission shall rescind its order creating the district.

Sec. 52.052. TERMS OF OFFICE FOR DIRECTORS. Except for the initial
directors, members of the board of directors of a district shall serve for staggered
four-year terms. Approximately half of the initial directors shall serve for
four-year terms and approximately half for two-year terms.

Sec. 52:656 52.053. ELECTION DATE. If the directors are elected, the
initial election of directors must be held

Sec. 52.101. RULE-MAKING POWER. (a) A district shall make and enforce
rules to provide for comserving, preserving, protecting, recharging, controlling
subsidence, and preventing waste of groundwater.

(b) Rules of the district shall provide for compliance with basic standards
adopted by the Texas Water Development Board under Sec. 13.021 of this code.

Sec. 52.104. IMPROVEMENTS AND FACILITIES.

(4) . . . er—its—subdivisien; and

Sec. 52.105. SALE AND DISTRIBUTION OF WATER. (a) A district may purchase,
sell, transport, and distribute surface water or groundwater for any purpose if these
activities are authorized by a majority vote of the qualified voters of the district.

(b) The proposition to authorize the sale and distribution of water may
be placed on the ballot for creation of the district, or it may be voted on at an

election called for that purpose.

(c) The ballot proposition may call for authorization of the sale and
distribution of either surface water or groundwater or both. Ballots must be
printed to provide for voting for or against the proposition: "Authorization of
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Insert
the purchase, sale, transportation, and distribution of (surface water;
groundwater; or surface water and groundwater by the (Insert name

of district).

(d) Notice of the election must be given as provided by Sec. 52.029 of
this code for confirmation elections.

(e) The board shall canvass the returns and declare the results of the
election.

(f) Activities authorized by this section shall be approved by the commission
in accordance with rules adopted by the Texas Water Development Board under Subsection
(b) of Section 13.021 of this code.

Sec. 52.109. PLANNING (a) The district shall develop comprehensive plans
for the most efficient use of groundwater, for preventing waste of groundwater, for
minimizing as far as practicable the drawdown of the water table or the reduction
of artesian pressure, for lessening interference between wells, and for controlling
subsidence.

Sec. 52.110. RESEARCH PROJECTS. The district shall carry out research
projects, develop information, and determine limitations which should be made on
withdrawals of groundwater.

Sec. 52.111. COLLECTION OF INFORMATION. The district shall collect
information regarding the conservation and efficient use of water and methods
of increasing recharge to groundwater reservoirs.

ANNUAL REPORT.
Sec. 52.112. PUBLICATION OF PLANS AND INFORMATION;/ (a) The district
shall publish its plans and the information it develops, bring them to the attention
of the users of groundwater in the district, and encourage the users to adopt and
use them.

(b) The district shall prepare an annual report for each calendar year
describing its activities during that year. The report shall also include
information concerning the amount of groundwater used in each county during
the year and the purposes for which the water was used. The report shall be
made available to public libraries, newspapers, and groundwater users in the
district, and a copy shall be sent to the executive director.

Sec. 52.113. RECORDS AND REPORTS. The district shall require that records
be kept and reports be made of the drilling, equipping, and completing of water
wells and of the production and use of groundwater.

Sec. 52.114. DRILLERS' LOGS. The district shall require that accurate
drillers' logs be kept of water wells and that copies of drillers' logs and electric
logs be filed with the district.

Sec. 52.115. PERMITS FOR WELLS. (a) The district shall require permits
for the drilling, equipping, and completing of wells, and for substantially altering
the size of wells or well pumps.
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(b) Permits shall be issued in accordance with rules adopted under
See. 52.101 and See. 52. 118 efthis chapter.

Sec. 52.119. EXCEPTIONS: LIMITATIONS. (a) The district may not require
a permit for the drilling or producing of a well to be used only for domestic
purposes or for livestock watering.

£ey (c) Water wells exempted under this section shall be equipped

Sec. 52.120. WATER WELL FEE. (a) A district may impose a fee on each
water well for which a permit is registered with or permitted by the district.

(b) The fee may be based on the size of the column pipe used in the well,
the production capacity of the well, or the amount of groundwater pumped.

{b> (c) The board

{e> (d) The money

Sec. 52.241. TISSUANCE OF BONDS.

(b) Issuance of bonds authorized by this section shall be approved by
the commission in accordance with rules adopted under Subsection (b) of Section
13.021 of this code.

SUBCHAPTER I. CHANGES IN DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

Sec. 52.401. ANNEXATION TO A DISTRICT. (a) On petition by 20 or more
owners of real property in an area contiguous to a district requesting annexation
of the area to the district, the board of directors of the district and the commission
shall hold a joint hearing on the petition.

(b) Notice and hearing shall be provided in the same manner as provided
for creation of a district in Sections 52.025 and 52.026 of this chapter.

(¢) If the directors find that annexation of the area is feasible and
beneficial, they shall submit a request to the commission for approval of the
annexation. The request shall include any appropriate change in the name of the
district and in procedures for the election or appointment of directors.

(d) If the commission approves the annexation, an election shall be held
by the commission in the area of the proposed annexation in the same manner provided
by Sec. 52.029 for a confirmation election.

(e) If the proposition for annexation is approved by a majority of those
voting in the election, the commission shall issue an order changing the boundaries
of the district and making other necessary amendments to its order creating the
district. j
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Sec. 52.402. MERGER OF DISTRICTS. (a) On petition by the boards of
directors of two or more districts for merger of the districts, the commission
shall hold a hearing on the proposed merger in each of the districts.

(b) Notice and hearing shall be provided in the same manner as provided
for creation of a district in Sections 52.025 and 52.025 of this chapter.

(c¢) If the commission finds that the proposed merger is feasible and
beneficial, it shall hold an election on the proposition for merger in each of
the districts in the same manner provided by Sec. 52.029 for a confirmation election.

(d) If the proposition for merger is approved by a majority of those
voting in the election, the commission shall issue an order creating the new
district and providing for the election or appointment of its directors. The
commission shall also issue orders dissolving the districts that have been merged
and providing for the disposition of their assets and the discharge of their
obligations.

SUBCHAPTER ¥ J. DISSOLUTION OF A DISTRICT

Sec. 52.501. DISSOLUTION. (a) On its own motion, on request by the
executive director, or on receiving a petition for dissolution of a district
that is signed by the directors of a district or by 50 or more persons who own
real property within the district, the commission shall hold a hearing to consider
dissolution of a district.

(b) Notice and hearing shall be provided in the same manner as provided
for creation of a district in Sections 52.025 and 52.026 of this chapter.

(c) If, after notice and hearing, the commission finds that the district
has failed to perform the duties required by Subchapter D of this chapter or to
comply with rules adopted under Sec. 13.021 of this code, the commission shall
issue an order dissolving the district and providing for the disposition of the
assets of the district and the discharge of the obligations of the district.

(d) If a petition has been submitted for dissolution of the district,
and if the district is not dissolved by the commission in accordance with Subsection
(c) of this section, the commission shall hold an election on the proposition for
dissolution in the same manner provided by Sec. 52.029 for a confirmation election.

(e) If the proposition for dissolution is approved by a majority of
those voting in the election, the commission shall issue an order dissolving the
district and providing for the disposition of the assets of the district and the
discharge of the obligations of the district.

Sec. 52.502. INCLUSION IN A NEW DISTRICT. (a) The petition for creation
of a district under Sec. 52.023 of this chapter may include a proposal for dissolution
of an existing district that is located within the area of the proposed district.

(b) The ballot proposition for confirmation of a district under Sec. 52.029
of this chapter may include the dissolution of an existing district.
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(c) If the proposition for creation of a district and for dissolution
of an existing district is approved by a majority of those voting in the election,
the commission shall issue an order dissolving the existing district and providing
for the disposition of its assets and the discharge of its obligations.

SEGEION-3.

SECTION 4. (a) The owner of a water well that comes under commission
jurisdiction and that is in existence on January 1, 1985, shall register the well
with the department no later than March 1, 1985. By the same date, the owner of
such a well shall pay to the department the fee required by Sec. 13.073 of this
code for operation of the well during 1984.

(b) The owner of a water well in a district listed in Subsection ()
of Section 13.052 of this code for which a permit is required under Section 52
of this code and for which a permit has not previously been issued by the district
shall register the well with the district no later than September 1, 1984.

() A perseon =
SECTION 7. This Act takes effect on September 1, 1983, except as provided
by SECTION 4 of this Act and except that:

(1) rules adopted by the board under Sec. 13.021 amd See. 13.053 wof
this code shall take effect on January 1, 1985.

(2) powers and duties of the department under Sections 13.054
through 13.071 of this code may not be exercized until January 1, 1985.



League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 » Austin, Texas 78701 » Tel. 512,/472-1100

March 14, 1983

Dear Legislator:

Since 1975 the state of Texas has made great strides in improving our system
of school finance. While the League of Women Voters of Texas applauds the progress
made in raising the level of the Foundation Program, moving toward greater equali-
zation and improving the method for determining school district property values,
we believe further steps must be taken if the state is to guarantee that all Texas
children have access to quality education. Accordingly, we recommend that the
legislature make the following changes in public education this session:

% TIncrease teacher salaries. This is necessary to reward teachers for
the important task they have assumed and to encourage entry and retention
in the profession. However, the legislature must give careful con-
sideration to the impact these raises will have on local district
budgets, particularly if there is little money available for increases
in other components of the Foundation Program. Teacher salary decisions
to be made by the legislature are closely related to funding needs in
other components of the program.

Increase Maintenance and Operations. Additional money will be needed to
help local districts cover the cost of salary raises for personnel not
covered by the Foundation Program. Without this assistance many local
districts will face a choice of laying off personnel or having to in-
crease taxes more than 8%. We believe almost $400 million for the
biennium will be necessary.

>

% TIncrease Compensatory Education. More money is needed for this target
population which requires expensive educational programs. Increases in
this component will also help to generate support for a school finance
package as some large districts not entitled to Equalization Aid will
benefit from a substantial increase in this component. Almost $30
million for the biennium will be needed.

Increase funding for Equalization Aid and implement a guaranteed tax
base yield formula as suggested by the Texas School Administrators
Council. Following the League's most recent school finance study, mem-
bers from throughout the state advocated this approach "to mitigate
spending disparities resulting from differences in wealth among school
districts and in order to reward those poor districts willings to tax
themselves more heavily." We strongly support the Council's suggested
increase of $186 million for the biennium.
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* The Local Fund Assignment should not be reduced from the current 11.3%
share of the Foundation Program. This leaves more state money available
for other components of the Foundation Program and also has an equalizing
effect on the system.

* Provide assistance to localdistricts for capital outlays. We support
SJR 12/HJR 43 by Jones and Haley and SB 384/HB 715 by Jones and Haley.

Finally, we urge you to guard against further erosion of the local district
tax base. Although tax exemptions are often referred to as tax relief, this is
misleading when there is no state reimbursement to local districts. The granting
of benefits to certain classifications of property usually results in a shifting
of the tax burden or a reduction in programs when it is difficult to shift the
burden. In addition, it appears that the granting of tax benefits almost al-
ways results in more requests for tax benefits.

We commend you for the time and effort you are giving to this difficult
but very important issue. If we can be of assistance please let us know.

Diana Clark
President, League of Women Voters of Texas



League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 * Austin, Texas 78701 « Tel. 512/472-1100

March 14 1985

Dear Legislator:

Since 1975 the state of Texas has made great strides in improving our system
of school finance. While the League of Women, Voters of Texas applauds the progress
made in raising the level of the Foundation Program, moving toward greater equali-
zation and improving the method for determining school district property values,
we believe further steps must be taken if the state is to guarantee that all Texas
children have access to quality education. Accordingly, we recommend that the
legislature make the following changes in public education this session:

% TIncrease teacher salaries. This is necessary to reward teachers for
the important task they have assumed and to encourage entry and retention
in the profession. However, the legislature must give careful con-
sideration to the impact these raises will have on local district
budgets, particularly if there is little money available for increases
in other components of the Foundation Program. Teacher salary decisions
to be made by the legislature are closely related to funding needs in
other components of the program.

%* TIncrease Maintenance and Operations. Additional money will be needed to
help local districts cover the cost of salary raises for personnel not
covered by the Foundation Program. Without this assistance many local
districts will face a choice of laying off personnel or having to in-
crease taxes more than 8%. We believe almost $400 million for the
biennium will be necessary.

>

Increase Compensatory Education. More money is needed for this target
population which requires expensive educational programs. Increases in
this component will also help to generate support for a school finance
package as some large districts not entitled to Equalization Aid will
benefit from a substantial increase in this component. Almost $30
million for the biennium will be needed.

oL

% Increase funding for Equalization Aid and implement a guaranteed tax
base yield formula as suggested by the Texas School Administrators
Council. Following the League's most recent school finance study, mem-
bers from throughout the state advocated this approach ''to mitigate
spending disparities resulting from differences in wealth among school
districts and in order to reward those poor districts willings to tax
themselves more heavily." We strongly support the Council's suggested
increase of $186 million for the biennium.
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* The Local Fund Assignment should not be reduced from the current 11.3%
share of the Foundation Program. This leaves more state money available
for other éomponents of the Foundation Program and also has an equalizing
effect on the system.

Provide assistance to localdistricts for capital outlays. We support
SJR 12/HJR 43 by Jones and Haley and SB 384/HB 715 by Jones and Haley.

Finally, we urge you to guard against further erosion of the local diissipraieit
tax base. Although tax exemptions are often referred to as tax relief, this is
misleading when there is no state reimbursement to local districts. “The granting
of benefits to certain classifications of property usually results in a shifting
of the tax burden or a reduction in PEograms when 1t is difficult to shift the
burden. 1In addition, it appears that the granting of tax benefits almost al-
ways results in more requests for tax benefits.

We commend you for the time and effort youSanespiiviine S Ees fhinisid i £ Bie Ul t
but very important issue. If we can be of assistance please let us know.

Diana Clark
President, League of Women Voters of Texas
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March 14, S19es

Dear Legislator:

Since 1975 the state of Texas has made great strides in improving our system
of school finance. While the League of Women Voters of Texas applauds the progress
made in raising the level of the Foundation Program, moving toward greater equali-
zation and improving the method for determining school district property values,
we believe further steps must be taken if the state is to guarantee that all Texas
children have access to quality education. Accordingly, we recommend that the
legislature make the following changes in public education this session:

% Tncrease teacher salaries. This is necessary to reward teachers for
the important task they have assumed and to encourage entry and retention
in the profession. However, the legislature must give careful con-
sideration to the impact these raises will have on local district
budgets, particularly if there is little money available for increases
in other components of the Foundation Program. Teacher salary decisions
to be made by the legislature are closely related to funding needs in
other components of the program.

% TIncrease Maintenance and Operations. Additional money will be needed to
help local districts cover the cost of salary raises for personnel not
covered by the Foundation Program. Without this assistance many local
districts will face a choice of laying off personnel or having to in-
crease taxes more than 8%. We believe almost $400 million for the
biennium will be necessary.

% Increase Compensatory Education. More money is needed for this target
population which requires expensive educational programs. Increases in
this component will also help to generate support for a school finance
package as some large districts not entitled to Equalization Aid will
benefit from a substantial increase in this component. Almost $30
million for the biennium will be needed.

% Increase funding for Equalization Aid and implement a guaranteed tax
base yield formula as suggested by the Texas School Administrators
Council. Following the League's most recent school finance study, mem-
bers from throughout the state advocated this approach '"to mitigate
spending disparities resulting from differences in wealth among school
districts and in order to reward those poor districts willings to tax
themselves more heavily.'" We strongly support the Council's suggested
increase of $186 million for the biennium.
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The Local Fund Assignment should not be reduced from the current 11.3%
share of the Foundation Program. This leaves more state money available
for other components of the Foundation Program and also has an equalizing
effect on the system.

Provide assistance to localdistricts for capital outlays. We support
SJR 12/HJR 43 by Jones and Haley and SB 384/HB 715 by Jones and Haley.

Finally, we urge you to guard against further erosion of the local district
tax base. Although tax exemptions are often referred to as tax relife F T sh s
misleading when there is no state reimbursement to local diiSiEr | cEsE e So Rant i ne
of benefits to certain classifications of property usually results in a shifting
of the tax burden or a reduction in programs when it is difficult to shift the
burden. In addition, it appears that the granting of tax benefits almost al-
ways results in more requests for tax benefits.

We commend you for the time and effort you are giving to this difficult
but very@imporEant issue.  If we can be of acsistance please let us know.

Diana Clark
President, League of Women Voters of Texas
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Dear Legislator:

Since 1975 the state of Texas has made great strides in improving our system
of school finance. While the League of Women Voters of Texas applauds the progress
made in raising the level of the Foundation Program, moving toward greater equali-
zation and improving the method for determining school district property values,
we believe further steps must be taken if the state is to guarantee that all Texas
children have access to quality education. Accordingly, we recommend that the
legislature make the following changes in public education this session:

* Increase teacher salaries. This is necessary to reward teachers for
the important task they have assumed and to encourage entry and retention
in the profession. However, the legislature must give careful con-
sideration to the impact these raises will have on local district
budgets, particularly if there is little money available for increases
in other components of the Foundation Program. Teacher salary decisions
to be made by the legislature are closely related to funding needs in
other components of the program.

* Increase Maintenance and Operations. Additional money will be needed to
help local districts cover the cost of salary raises for personnel not
covered by the Foundation Program. Without this assistance many local
districts will face a choice of laying off personnel or having to in-
crease taxes more than 8%. We believe almost $400 million for the
biennium will be necessary.

*

Increase Compensatory Education. More money is needed for this target
population which requires expensive educational programs. Increases in
this component will also help to generate support for a school finance
package as some large districts not entitled to Equalization Aid will
benefit from a substantial increase in this component. Almost $30
million for the biennium will be needed.

* Increase funding for Equalization Aid and implement a guaranteed tax
base yield formula as suggested by the Texas School Administrators
Council. Following the League's most recent school finance study, mem-
bers from throughout the state advocated this approach "to mitigate
spending disparities resulting from differences in wealth among school
districts and in order to reward those poor districts willings to tax
themselves more heavily.'" We strongly support the Council's suggested
increase of $186 million for the biennium.

o
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The Local Fund Assignment should not be reduced from the current 1HL 53375
share of the Foundation Program. This leaves more state money available
for other components of the Foundation Program and also has an equalizing
effect on the system.

%+ Provide assistance to localdistricts for capital outlays. We support
SJR 12/HJR 43 by Jones and Haley and SB 384/HB 715 by Jones and Haley.

Finally, we urge you to guard against further erosion of the local district
tax base. Although tax exemptions are often referred to as Cax relief, this is
misleading when there is no state reimbursement to local districts. The granting
of benefits to certain classifications of property usually results in a shifting
of the tax burden or a reduction in programs when it is difficult to shift the
burden. In addition, it appears that the granting of tax benefits almost al-
ways results in more requests for tax benefits.

We commend you for the time and effort you are giving to this difficult
but very important issue. If we can be of assistance please let us know.

Diana Clark
President, League of Women Voters of Texas



Dear Legislator:

Since 1975 the state of Texas has made great strides in improving our system
of school finance. While the League of Women Voters of Texas applauds the progress
made in raising the level of the Foundation Program, moving toward greater equalization
and improving the method for determining school district property values, we believe
further steps must be taken if the state is to guarantee that all Texas children
have access to quality education. Accordingly, we recommend that the legislature
make the following changes in public education this session:

% TIncrease teacher salaries. This is necessary to reward teachers for the
important task they have assumed and to encourage entry and retention in
the profession. However, the legislature must give careful consideration
to the impact these raises will have on local district budgets, particularly
if there is little money available for increases in other components of the
Foundation Program. Teacher salary decisions to be made by the legislature
are closely related to funding needs in other components of the program.

% Tnerease Maintenance and Operations. Additional money will be needed to
help local districts cover the cost of salary raises for personnel not covered
by the Foundation Program. Without this assistance many local districts
will face a choice of laying off personnel or having to increase taxes more
than 8%. We believe almost $400 million for the biennium will be necessary.

* TIncrease Compensatory Education. More money is needed for this target
population which requires expensive educational programs. Increases in this
component will also help to generate support for a school finance package
as some large districts not entitled to Equalization Aid will benefit from
a substantial increase in this component. Almost $30 million for the biennium
will be needed.

% TIncrease funding for Equalization Aid and implement a guaranteed tax base
yield formula as suggested by the Texas School Administrators Council.
Following the League's most recent school finance study, members from
throughout the state advocated this approach "to mitigate spending disparities
resulting from differences in wealth among school districts and in order to
reward those poor districts willing to tax themselves more heavily". We
strongly support the Council's suggested increase of $186 million for the
biennium.

% The Local Fund Assignment should not be reduced from the current 11.3%
share of the Foundation Program. This leaves more state momney available
for other components of the Foundation Program and also has an equalizing
effect on the system.

% Provide assistance to local districts for capital outlays. We support
SJR 12/HJR 43 by Jones and Haley and SB 384/HB 715 by Jones and Haley.

Finally, we urge you to guard against further erosion of the local district
tax base. Although tax exemptions are often referred to as tax relief, this is mis-
leading when there is no state reimbursement to local districts. The granting of
benefits to certain classifications of property usually results in a shifting of the
tax burden or a reduction in programs when it is difficult to shift the burden.
In addition, it appears that the granting of tax benefits almost always results in
more requests for tax benefits.



We commend you for the time and effort you are giving to this difficult but
very important issue. If we can be of assistance please let us know.

Diana Clark
President, League of Women Voters of Texas
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February 28, 1983

The Honorable Alex Short, Jr.
House of Representatives

P.0. Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78769

Dear Mr. Short:

Enclosed you will find an information packet on HB 136
(Terral Smith).

League members across the nation have been active in
legislative efforts to halt the waste and litter produced
by pulltabs and throw-away bottles.

Container deposit legislation is of particular interest
to members of the League of Women Voters.

We urge you to give your support to HB 136.

Sincerely,

Dolores R. Hayter, Associate Director
Solid Waste Management
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February 28, 1983

Dear Representative:

The League of Women Voters of Texas has long supported a raise in
AFDC benefits. Attached is a fact sheet we have prepared on the subject.
We hope you will consider it.

If you have any questions, please call Barbara McCormick, (713) 464-8802,
LWV Human Resources Director.

Sincerely,

?)MM(«, Me CM/VMCL

Barbara McCormick
Director Human Resources



League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe Suite 109 « Austin, Texas 78701 « Tel. 512,/472-1100

February 28, 1983

Dear Representative:

The League of Women Voters of Texas has long supported a raise in
AFDC benefits. Attached is a fact sheet we have prepared on the subject.

We hope you will consider it.

If you have any questions, please call Barbara McCormick, (713) 464-8802,
LWV Human Resources Director.

Sincerely,

?)CU\/(»M&, Me CM/nuCk,

Barbara McCormick
Director Human Resources



Suite 109,

Texas Focus

leaque of women voTers of Texas
1212 Guadalupe,

Austin, Texas 78701

AID TO FAMILIES WITH DEPENDENT CHILDREN

Welfare. . . .income assistance. . .

.something for nothing. Nothing conjures up more negative

thoughts and attitudes than these few words. The myths of welfare riches prevail over factual
knowledge of poverty. The reality is that Texas has only one cash assistance program for families
with needy children. And it is only for single-parent or caretaker families. The monthly payment
is so low that the basic Aid-to-Families-with-Dependent-Children grant for three persons provides
only 18% of the income nationally defined as poverty level. The destitute Texas child receives
%34.51 a month. That is the welfare that Texas dollars finance. It is hardly the road to riches.

Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) is a
public assistance program for poor families with needy
children. It is administered in accordance with federal
regulations and is jointly funded by federal and state
governments. AFDC provides direct monthly cash grants
to children deprived of the support of one or both parents.
The remaining parent or related caretaker also receives
assistance. In Texas, two-parent families do not qualify
except when one parent is incapacitated.

To be eligible, the AFDC child must be under age 18
(unless he or she is a full-time student expecting to
graduate before age 19), be a United States citizen or a
permanent U.S. resident, and be a member of a family
with limited resources and income. Children of illegal
aliens are not eligible. The family may not have more
than $1,000 in assets or resources, not counting its home,
nor more than $1,500 equity in an automobile. Income
limits used for AFDC eligibility are based on a stan-
dard of need. The current Texas AFDC need standard,
which is the lowest of any state, is determined by the cost
of the basic needs of housing, utilities, transportation,
clothing and personal care in 1969.

Texas uses only 70% of the 1969 standard of need as
the basis for its montly AFDC payments. As a
consequence, Texas ranks 49th among the states in the
amount of AFDC payments provided.

A destitute Texas parent with two children (average
AFDC family size is 2.2 children) can be given a
maximum basic AFDC grant of $118 per month, but the
average monthly payment per recipient in FY 1982 is
$34.51. In recent years, after much effort by the League of

Women Voters and other advocacy groups, the Texas
Legislature approved special payments to each AFDC child
for school expenses and other special needs. In 1982, $110
has been given to each AFDC child — $55 in January and
$55 in August. However, the Federal Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1981 requires that these lump-sum
payments be counted as income in determining AFDC
eligibility. All AFDC families will be adversely affected:
either they will become ineligible for one or two months
following the special payment or their AFDC grants will
be reduced by the amount of the special payment. Because
of this situation, funding for the lump-sum special
payment will not be requested for FY 1984/1985. Rather,
the Department of Human Resources (DHR) will propose
to the Texas Legislature that the special payments be
incorporated in the basic grant figure for the 1984-1985
budget.

All AFDC children and their caretakers are eligible for
Medicaid, and most are eligible for food stamps and fuel-
bill assistance. Excluding Medicaid, which does not
provide spendable income, an AFDC family of three — a
mother and two children with no other income — could
receive the maximum monthly benefits of $316. At
present, only 1% of AFDC children receive the maximum

payment.
Maximum monthly AFDC basic grant $118
Maximum monthly food stamp allotment ~ $173
Fuel-bill assistance per month &7
Special payment—two children, averaged  $ 18

$316
Each family must report income and expenses on a



monthly schedule. If the family has earned income,
pensions, unemployment compensation, Social Security,
etc., the monthly AFDC payment is reduced accordingly.
A parent with two children cannot have a gross income of
more than $252.00 a month to be eligible for AFDC. That
figure is 150% of the standard of need. The parent or
caretaker must sign all rights to child-support payments to
the state and cooperate with the state in efforts to collect
child support. If employed full-time, the parent or
caretaker may take deductions of up to $75 per month for
work-related expenses, as well as up to $160 a month per
child for child-care costs. If not employed, an AFDC
parent must register for the Work Incentive Program
(WIN); however, a person with preschool children or who
is unable to work is exempt. WIN will be terminated at
the end of 1982 and may be replaced by one of various
federal employment proposals.

The Texas Department of Human Resources (DHR)
administers the state’s AFDC program. In FY 1982, the
state provided $42 million for mon';‘h% ;grants and the
federal government’'s share was $75A ¥\3 state’s portion
for basic grants was 6% of the DHR annual budget. (The
total state budget for the 1982-83 biennium is $26.6
billion.) The special payments will raise the state’s
allocations to AFDC to %64 million this year. The state
and federal governments share all administrative costs
equally. Because the number of AFDC families is projected
to increase, the DHR will request $79.98 for basic grants,
including special payments, for 1985, That will be
precariously close to the $80 million ceiling in the Texas
Constitution for annual state expenditures for AFDC
benefits.

Despite the stringent AFDC eligibility requirements,
almost 94,000 Texas families are expected to qualify in
1982, which means that approximately 200,000 Texas
children could be living on AFDC grants. Who are these
people? Contrary to popular beliefs and prejudices, these
recipients are not able-bodied loafers with large families
who refuse to work and who receive huge monthly checks

from the government. Of AFDC adults, 95% are head-of-
household women with children, usually two, whose total
maximum benefits are less than half the national poverty-
level income. Of AFDC children, 40% are under the age
of six and 38% are between the ages of six and twelve.
Most of their mothers or caretakers do not have a high
school diploma or job skills. One-third have eight years or
less of education. Day care and transportation are critical
problems. The average family remains on the state rolls
about 54 months while the children are small. Two-thirds
do not return after withdrawing. The family is usually
black (44%) or hispanic (41%), while 14% are anglo.

Although Texas AFDC payments are absurdly low and
at best a guarantee of extreme poverty, the AFDC family
does have medical care, special payments for school
expenses, and usually food stamps. There are three and a
quarter million Texans who are not poor enough to
qualify for AFDC but who are living substantially below
the national poverty level of $7,760 (non-farm, 3 persons).
One out of every four Texas children lives in poverty —
counting AFDC children, the number amounts to more
than one and a quarter million.

The three poorest Standard Metropolitan Statistical
Areas in the country, based on per capita personal income,
are in Texas. Reality is grim for all these people. The
sagging economy does not promise more or better jobs.
Recent federal budget cuts will severely hurt the working
poor and their families. Block grants of federal funds for
social services, health services, child abuse protection, day
care, nutrition programs, job training, education, etc.,
have been consolidated and considerably reduced. The
number of food stamp recipients has been reduced by 6%
in Texas and the federal housing subsidies for both new
construction and rental assistance are very limited. It is
not likely that the Texas Legislature will appropriate state
money to replace all the lost federal dollars.

Thus, neglected by the state’s laissez faire and by its
paucity of assistance, the poverty-stricken child’s plight in
Texas grows worse. It is unconscionable but true.

Researched and written by Barbara McCormick
League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe #109

Austin, Texas 78701
10/%1.00 ( 4+ 5% sales tax)

(512) 472-1100
August 1982
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House of Representatives Seating Chart
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ENERGY. — Hanna, Chairman; Cary, Vice Chairman; Clark, Chairman for Budget and
Oversight; Agnich, Coody, Craddick, Bomer, Hackney, Hall of Webb.

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS — Agnich, Chairman; Danburg. Vice Chairman; Collazo.
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Connelly, Harrison of Terrell, Lee of Harris, Ar-
nold, Evans of Tarrant, Hightower.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS — Coody, Chairman; Wallace, Vice Chairman; Robnett,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Arnold, Hammond, McKenna, Patronella, Russell,
Wright

GENERAL INVESTIGATING — Hollowell, Chairman; Gilley. Vice Chairman; Criss,
Geistweidt, Jackson.

HIGHER EDUCATION — Delco, Chairman; Colbert, Vice Chairman; Gibson of Ector.
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Oliveira, Price, Rangel, Criss, Gavin, Hudson of
Smith.

HOUSE ADMINISTRATION — Evans of Tarrant, Chairman; DelLay, Vice Chairman;
Buchanan, Haley, Laney, Polk, Schoolcraft, Turner, Willis.

HUMAN SERVICES — Polk, Chairman; Barton of Harris, Vice Chairman; Vowell, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Cavazos, Evans of Harris, Tow, Clemons, Haley,
Polumbo.

INSURANCE — Simpson, Chairman; Green, Vice Chairman; Smith of Harris, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Gavin, Lee of Cameron, Patrick, Oliver, Robinson, Shea.

JUDICIAL AFFAIRS — Tejeda, Chairman; Rangel, Vice Chairman; Hinojosa, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Armbrister, Davis, Evans of Harris, Gilley, Parker, Smith
of Travis.

JUDICIARY — Bush, Chairman; Khoury, Vice Chairman; Garcia of Bexar, Chairman
for Budget and Oversight; Armbrister, Cavazos, Kemp, Martinez of Harris, Toomey,
Wilson.

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS — Criss, Chairman; Leonard, Vice Chair-
man: Thompson of Harris, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Barrientos, Barton of
Hays, Fox, Kuempel, Saunders, Short.

AW ENFORCEMENT — Keller, Chairman; Hernandez, Vice Chairman; Rudd, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Granoff, Hightower, Schoolcraft, Burnett, Eckels, Word.

LIQUOR REGULATIONS — Hall of Webb, Chairman; Shaw, Vice Chairman; Valles,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Tejeda, Barton of Houston, Hudson of Dallas,
Moreno of Hidalgo, Salinas, Watson.

LOCAL AND CONSENT CALENDARS — Hill of Travis, Chairman; Mankins, Vice Chair-
man: Armbrister, Blanton, Gibson of Ector, Hill, A. of Dallas, Lee of Cameron, Luna,
Shaw.

NATURAL RESOURCES — Craddick, Chairman; Tow, Vice Chairman; Geistweidt,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Buchanan, Kemp; Staniswalis, Grisham, Jones,
Martinez of Harris.

PUBLIC EDUCATION — Haley, Chairman; Glossbrenner, Vice Chairman; Blanton,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Evans of Tarrant, Fox, Ragsdale, Grisham, Ham-
mond, Heflin.

PUBLIC HEALTH — Wright, Chairman; Lee of Cameron, Vice Chairman; Madla, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Barrientos, Oliver, Wilson, Delay, Eikenburg,
Schoolcraft.

REGIONS, COMPACTS, AND DISTRICTS — Uher, Chairman; Ragsdale, Vice Chair-
man: Hollowell, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Berianga, Schiueter, Willis,
Messer, Pierce, Simpson.

RETIREMENT AND AGING — Finnell, Chairman; Denton, Vice Chairman; Sutten,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Gamez, Hury, Moreno of Hidalgo, Martinez of
Bexar, Moreno of El Paso, Smith of Dallas

RULES AND RESOLUTIONS — Hudson of Dallas, Chairman; Madla, Vice Chairman;
Burnett, Cary, Cavazos, Hall of Tarrant, McWilliams, Polumbo, Smith of Travis.

STATE AFFAIRS — Laney, Chairman; Ceverha, Vice Chairman; Millsap, Chairman
for Budget and Oversight; Bomer, Bush, Gilley, Green, Keller, Smith of Dallas, Davis,
Hill, P. of Dallas, Horn, Pennington, Short, Stiles.

STATE, FEDERAL AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS — Salinas, Chairman; Price,
Vice Ghairman: Hall of Denton, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Gandy, Hill, A.
of Dallas, Hill, P. of Dallas, Delco, Gamez, Polk.

TRANSPORTATION — Cain, Chairman; Edwards, Vice Chairman; Hall of Tarrant,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Delay, Luna, Mankins, Emmett, Finnell, Hackney.

URBAN AFFAIRS — Pierce, Chairman; Luna, Vice Chairman; Wolens, Chairman for
Budget and Oversight; Colbert, Edwards, Eikenburg, English, Pennington, Polumbo,
Cain, Connelly, Hilbert, McKenna, Patrick, Toomey.

WAYS AND MEANS — Schiueter, Chairman; English, Vice Chairman; Turner, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Hill of Travis, Jackson, Khoury, Peveto, Shea, Thomp-
son of Taylor, Berlanga, Ceverha, Crockett, Hanna, Kuempel, Stiles.
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TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

District
No.

114
32

(P.O. Box 2910, Austin, Texas 78769)

Representative

Agnich, Fred
Armbrister, Kenneth
Arnold, Gordon “Doc”
Barrientos, Gonzalo
Barton, Bob
Barton, Erwin W.
Berlanga, Hugo
Blanton, Bill
Bomer, Elton
Buchanan, J. W.
Burnett, Dick

Bush, Bob

Cain, David
Carriker, Steven
Cary, Reby
Cavazos, Eddie
Ceverha, Bill

Clark, Jerry
Clemons, Billy
Colbert, Paul
Collazo, Frank
Connelly, Barry
Coody, Bill
Craddick, Tom
Criss, Lloyd
Crockett, Jim
Danburg, Debra
Davis, Mark

Delay, Tom

Delco, Wilhelmina
Denton, Betty
Eckels, Robert
Edwards, Al
Eikenburg, Frank
Emmett, Ed
English, Roy
Evans, Charles
Evans, Larry Q.
Finnell, Charles
Fox, Milton

Gamez, Joe
Gandy, Charles
Garcia, A. C. “Tony”
Garcia, Matt

Gavin, John
Geistweidt, Gerald
Gibson, Bruce
Gibson, Jay

Gilley, Smith
Glossbrenner, Ernestine
Granoff, Al

Green, Gene
Grisham, Noel
Hackney, Clint
Haley, Bill

Hall, Lanny

Hall, Tip

Hall, Wm. N. “Billy”

Phone

No.
475-2636
475-5841
475-5751
475-3072
475-2195
475-3103
475-5743
475-5843
475-2954
475-3127
475-6229
475-2983
475-5807
475-6239
475-3122
475-3316
475-5951
475-4213
475-4244
475-5625
475-3078
475-3164
475-5635
475-4305
475-5749
475-5943
475-5627
475-5773
475-2573
475-5973
475-5775
475-2401
475-5847
475-5885
475-3546
475-5814
475-5779
475-5828
475-5764
475-4693
475-2817
475-5893
475-2181
475-6188
475-3941
475-0370
475-2909
475-5673
475-3882
475-6197
475-5873
475-2813
475-2192
475-5916
475-3619
475-5769
475-3563
475-2077

Office
No.
G61-B
413-A
M143-B2
403-D
410-A
141-B
144-B
357-A
G54-A
G17-A1
G04-B
113-B
G17-B1
313-D
G04-A
416-A
357-B
G11-A
413-B
G56-A
417-C
109-A
145-B
113-A
154-H
411-B
427-B
316-C
144-B
413-C
G09
150-B
416-B
110-D
400-D
109-D
151-A
316-D
355
302-D
148-D
114-C
143-B
104-A
G04-C
143-C
417-A
G13-A3
153-A
427-A
G16-C
304
154-A
G56-A2
300-B
412-B
106-A
145-A

TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

District
No.

Representative

Hammond, Bill
Hanna, Joe
Harrison, Dudley
Harrison, W. O. “Bill”
Heflin, Talmadge
Hernandez, Joe
Hightower, Allen
Hilbert, Paul
Hill, Anita

Hill, Gerald

Hill, Patricia
Hinojosa, Juan
Hollowell, Bill
Horn, Jim
Hudson, David
Hudson, Sam
Hury, James
Jackson, Lee
Jones, Arves
Keller, Ray
Kemp, Hill
Khoury, Rollin
Kubiak, L. B.
Kuempel, Edmund
Laney, Pete
Lee, Don

Lee, El Franco
Leonard, Beb
Lewis, Gib (SPEAKER)
Luna, Al
McKenna, Jan
McWilliams, Jim
Madla, Frank
Mankins, Jimmy
Martinez, Roman
Martinez, Walter
Messer, Bill
Millsap, Mike
Moreno, Alex
Moreno, Paul
Oliveira, Rene
Oliver, Jesse
Parker, Jim
Patrick, Kae T.
Patronella, David
Patterson, Pete
Pennington, Randy
Peveto, Wayne
Pierce, George
Palk, Mary
Polumbo, Tony
Presnal, Bill
Price, Al
Ragsdale, Paul
Rangel, Irma
Robinson, Phyllis
Robnett, Nolan “Buzz”
Rudd, Jim
Russell, Sam

Phone
No.

475-5921
475-3864
475-2763
475-5824
475-5869
475-5697
475-3932
475-5753
475-5857
475-6461
475-5693
475-2849
475-5733
475-3416
475-3640
475-3479
475-4329
475-2791
475-6279
475-4343
475-3400
475-5971
475-4517
475-5987
475-5671
475-2535
475-3267
475-3742
475-3311
475-6249
475-3601
475-3097
475-5677
475-3584
475-2095
475-5809
475-5795
475-5791
475-1551
475-2241
475-2624
475-5925
475-5941
475-3700
475-5931
475-5727
475-3202
475-4293
475-3958
475-3885
475-6647
475-5654
475-2930
475-5923
475-4732
475-3722
475-2553
475-4192
475-2019

Office
No.

G57-C4
351
154-E
315-B
108-B
102-Ad
407-A
147-A
315-A
G13-A3
110-F
417-B
353
410-B
109-F
144-A
110-E
102-B1
G55-B1
G52-B
154-C
410-C
G54-B
G59-A
404-D
114-D
316-A
354-A
241
412-C
352-C
G16-B
M109-A1
345
141-A
154-D
300-C
151-C
411-A
403-A
403-B
G13-A1
110-C
G55-C4
315-C
404-B
109-B
417-D1
G52-A
412-A
G55-C
305
352-B
M416-C1
313-C
HO95E
148-B
300-C
154-G

TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

District  Representative Phone Office
No. No. No.
83 Salinas, Froy 475-5867 106-B
30 Saunders, Robert 475-2189 114-E
54 Schlueter, Stan 475-5641 404-C
121 Schoolcraft, Alan 475-4673 G57-C3
69 Shaw, Larry Don 475-2617 360
98 Shea, Gwyn Clarkston 475-4461 G57-C2
1 Short, Alex 475-5887 154-F
86 Simpson, Bob 475-3706 G11-A2
136 Smith, Ashley 475-5918 411-C
106 Smith, Carlyle 475-5895 302-C1
48 Smith, Terral 475-5975 G55-B2
87 Staniswalis, Chip 475-3626 108-A
21 Stiles, Mark 475-4261 407-B
120 Sutton, Lou Nelle 475-4152 147-B
118 Tejeda, Frank 475-4506 416-C1
79 Thompson, Gary 475-3597 G10
1441 Thompson, Senfronia 475-3264 403-E
135 Toomey, Mike 475-5797 150-A
16 Tow, Rodney 475-5745 G05
15 Turner, Jim 475-5737 109-C
29 Uher, Tom 475-3945 106-C
74 Valles, Bob 475-6269 349
70 Vowell, Jack 475-6289 M143-B1
12 Waldrop, Tom 475-5757 404-A
145 Wallace, Ralph 475-2815 313-B
129 Watson, Ed 475-2228 G56-B
84 Whaley, Foster 475-3883 148-C
33 Wieting, Leroy J. 475-4383 140
90 Willis, Doyle 475-5831 149
131 Wilson, Ron 475-5933 G16-A1
103 Wolens, Steve 475-5875 G13-A2
57 Word, C. K. “Chock” 475-2992 G59-B
134 Wright, Brad 475-4221 400-A

HOUSE COMMITTEES

AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK — Wieting, Chairman; Saunders, Vice Chairman;
Patterson, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Carriker, Robinson, Uher, Gibson of
Johnson, Harrison of Terrell, Kubiak.

APPROPRIATIONS — Presnal, Chairman; Willis, Vice Chairman; Blanton, Clark, Col-
lazo, Garcia of Bexar, Garcia of Hidalgo, Geistweidt, Gibson of Ector, Hall of Tarrant,
Hall of Denton, Harrison of Nueces, Hinojosa, Hollowell, Madla, McWilliams, Millsap,
Patterson, Rabnett, Rudd, Smith of Harris, Sutton, Thompson of Harris, Turner, Valles,
Vowell, Waldrop, Whaley, Wolens.

BUSINESS AND COMMERCE — Jackson, Chairman; Gibson of Johnson, Vice Chair-
man; Harrison of Nueces, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Denton, Glossbren-
ner, Watson, Leonard, Mankins, Messer.

CALENDARS — Messer, Chairman; Bomer, Vice Chairman; Craddick, Gibson of
Johnson, Green, Millsap, Pennington, Rudd, Saunders.

COUNTY AFFAIRS — Thompson of Taylor, Chairman; Buchanan, Vice Chairman;
Whaley, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Barton of Hays, Cary, Martinez of Bex-
ar, Shaw, Word, Carriker, Clemons, Crockett, Eckels, Jones, Parkey, Wieting.

CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE — Peveto, Chairman; Smith of Travis, Vice Chairman;
Waldrop, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Burnett, Hernandez, Hudson of Dallas,
Danburg, Granoff, Hury.

CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL RESOURCES — Emmett, Chairman; Hill, A. of Dallas,
Vice Chairman; McWilliams, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Heflin, Hilbert, Hud-
son of Smith, Moreno of El Paso, Oliveira, Wallace.

ELECTIONS — Lee of Harris, Chairman; Staniswalis, Vice Chairman; Garcia of Hidalgo,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Horn, Gandy, Hill of Travis, Kubiak, Patronella,
Russell.



TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

District Representative Phone Office
No. No. No.
83 Salinas, Froy 475-5867 106-B
30 Saunders, Robert 475-2189 114-E
54 Schlueter, Stan 475-5641 404-C
121 Schoolcraft, Alan 475-4673 G57-C3
69 Shaw, Larry Don 475-2617 360
98 Shea, Gwyn Clarkston 475-4461 G57-C2
1 Short, Alex 475-5887 154-F
86 Simpson, Bob 475-3706 G11-A2
136 Smith, Ashley 475-5918 411-C
106 Smith, Carlyle 475-5895 302-C1
48 Smith, Terral 475-5975 G55-B2
87 Staniswalis, Chip 475-3626 108-A
21 Stiles, Mark 475-4261 407-B
120 Sutton, Lou Nelle 475-4152 147-B
118 Tejeda, Frank 475-4506 416-C1
79 Thompson, Gary 475-3597 G10
141 Thompson, Senfronia 475-3264 403-E
135 Toomey, Mike 475-5797 150-A
16 Tow, Rodney 475-5745 GO05
15 Turner, Jim 475-5737 109-C
29 Uher, Tom 475-3945 106-C
74 Valles, Bob 475-6269 349
70 Vowell, Jack 475-6289 M143-B1
12 Waldrop, Tom 475-5757 404-A
145 Wallace, Ralph 475-2815 313-B
129 Watson, Ed 475-2228 G56-B
84 Whaley, Foster 475-3883 148-C
33 Wieting, Leroy J. 475-4383 140
90 Willis, Doyle 475-5831 149
131 Wilson, Ren 475-5933 G16-A1
103 Wolens, Steve 475-5875 G13-A2
57 Word, C. K. “"Chock” 475-2992 G59-B
134 Wright, Brad 475-4221 400-A

HOUSE COMMITTEES

AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK — Wieting, Chairman; Saunders, Vice Chairman;
Patterson, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Carriker, Robinson, Uher, Gibson of
Johnson, Harrison of Terrell, Kubiak.

APPROPRIATIONS — Presnal, Chairman; Willis, Vice Chairman; Blanton, Clark, Col-
lazo, Garcia of Bexar, Garcia of Hidalgo, Geistweidt, Gibson of Ector, Hall of Tarrant,
Hall of Denton, Harrison of Nueces, Hinojosa, Hollowell, Madla, McWilliams, Millsap,
Patterson, Robnett, Rudd, Smith of Harris, Sutton, Thompson of Harris, Turner, Valles,
Vowell, Waldrop, Whaley, Wolens.

BUSINESS AND COMMERCE — Jackson, Chairman; Gibson of Johnson, Vice Chair-
man; Harrison of Nueces, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Denton, Glossbren-
ner, Watson, Leonard, Mankins, Messer.

CALENDARS — Messer, Chairman; Bomer, Vice Chairman; Craddick, Gibson of
Johnson, Green, Millsap, Pennington, Budd, Saunders.

COUNTY AFFAIRS — Thompson of Taylor, Chairman; Buchanan, Vice Chairman;
Whaley, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Barton ot Hays, Cary, Martinez of Bex-
ar, Shaw, Word, Carriker, Clemons, Crockett, Eckels, Jones, Parkey, Wieting.

CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE — Peveto, Chairman; Smith of Travis, Vice Chairman;
Waldrop, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Burnett, Hernandez, Hudson of Dallas,
Danburg, Granoff, Hury.

CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL RESOURCES — Emmett, Chairman; Hill, A. of Dallas,
Vice Chairman; McWilliams, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Heflin, Hilbert, Hud-
son of Smith, Moreno of El Paso, Qliveira, Wallace

ELECTIONS — Lee of Harris, Chairman; Staniswalis, Vice Chairman; Garcia of Hidalgo,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Horn, Gandy, Hill of Travis, Kubiak, Patronelia,
Russell.



ENERGY — Hanna, Chairman; Cary, Vice Chairman; Clark, Chairman for Budget and
Oversight; Agnich, Coody, Craddick, Bomer, Hackney, Hall of Webb.

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS — Agnich, Chairman; Danburg, Vice Chairman; Collazo,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Connelly, Harrison of Terrell, Lee of Harris. Ar-
nold, Evans of Tarrant, Hightower.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS — Coody, Chairman; Wallace, Vice Chairman: Robnett,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Arnold, Hammond, McKenna, Patronella, Russell,
Wright.

GENERAL INVESTIGATING — Hollowell, Chairman; Gilley, Vice Chairman; Criss,
Geistweidt, Jackson.

HIGHER EDUCATION — Delco, Chairman; Colbert, Vice Chairman; Gibson of Ector,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Oliveira, Price, Rangel, Criss, Gavin, Hudson of
Smith

HOUSE ADMINISTRATION — Evans of Tarrant, Chairman; DeLay, Vice Chairman;
Buchanan, Haley, Laney, Polk, Schooleraft, Turner, Willis.

HUMAN SERVICES — Polk, Chairman; Barton of Harris, Vice Chairman; Vowell, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Cavazos, Evans of Harris, Tow, Clemons, Haley,
Polumbo.

INSURANCE — Simpson, Chairman; Green, Vice Chairman; Smith of Harris, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Gavin, Lee of Cameron, Patrick, Oliver, Robinson, Shea.

JUDICIAL AFFAIRS — Tejeda, Chairman; Rangel, Vice Chairman; Hinojosa, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Armbrister, Davis, Evans of Harris, Gilley, Parker, Smith
of Travis.

JUDICIARY — Bush, Chairman; Khoury, Vice Chairman; Garcia of Bexar, Chairman
for Budget and Oversight; Armbrister, Cavazos, Kemp, Martinez of Harris, Toomey,
Wilson.

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS — Criss, Chairman: Leonard, Vice Chair-
man; Thompson of Harris, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Barrientos, Barton of
Hays, Fox, Kuempel, Saunders, Short.

LAW ENFORCEMENT — Keller, Chairman; Hernandez, Vice Chairman; Rudd, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Granoff, Hightower, Schoolcraft, Burnett, Eckels, Word.

LIQUOR REGULATIONS — Hall of Webb, Chairman; Shaw, Vice Chairman; Valles,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Tejeda, Barton of Houston, Hudson of Dallas,
Moreno of Hidalgo, Salinas, Watson.

LOCAL AND CONSENT CALENDARS — Hill of Travis, Chairman; Mankins, Vice Chair-
man; Armbrister, Blanton, Gibson of Ector, Hill, A. of Dallas, Lee of Cameron, Luna,
Shaw

NATURAL RESOURCES — Craddick, Chairman; Tow, Vice Chairman; Geistweidt,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Buchanan, Kemp, Staniswalis, Grisham, Jones,
Martinez of Harris.

PUBLIC EDUCATION — Haley, Chairman; Glossbrenner, Vice Chairman: Blanton,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Evans of Tarrant, Fox, Ragsdale, Grisham, Ham-
mond, Heflin.

PUBLIC HEALTH — Wright, Chairman; Lee of Cameron, Vice Chairman; Madla, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Barrientos, Oliver, Wilson, Delay, Eikenburg,
Schoolcraft.

REGIONS, COMPACTS, AND DISTRICTS — Uher, Chairman; Ragsdale, Vice Ghair-
man; Hollowell, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Berlanga, Schlueter, Willis,
Messer, Pierce, Simpson.

RETIREMENT AND AGING — Finnell, Chairman; Denton, Vice Chairman; Sutton,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Gamez, Hury, Moreno of Hidalgo, Martinez of
Bexar, Moreno ot El Paso, Smith of Dallas.

RULES AND RESOLUTIONS — Hudson of Dallas, Chairman; Madla, Vice Chairman:
Burnett, Cary, Cavazos, Hall of Tarrant, McWilliams, Polumbo, Smith of Travis.

STATE AFFAIRS — Laney, Chairman; Ceverha, Vice Chairman; Millsap, Chairman
for Budget and Oversight; Bomer, Bush, Gilley, Green, Keller, Smith of Dallas, Davis,
Hill, P. of Dallas, Horn, Pennington, Short, Stiles

STATE, FEDERAL AND iNTERNATIONAL RELATIONS — Salinas, Chairman; Price,
Vice Chairman; Hall of Denton, Chairman for Budget and Oversight; Gandy, Hill, A.
of Dallas, Hill, P. of Dallas, Delco, Gamez, Polk.

TRANSPORTATION — Cain, Chairman; Edwards, Vice Chairman; Hall of Tarrant.,
Chairman for Budget and Oversight; DeLay, Luna, Mankins, Emmett, Finnell, Hackney.

URBAN AFFAIRS — Pierce, Chairman; Luna, Vice Chairman; Wolens, Chairman for
Budget and Oversight; Colbert, Edwards, Eikenburg, English, Pennington, Polumbo,
Cain, Connelly, Hilbert, McKenna, Patrick, Toomey

WAYS AND MEANS — Schlueter, Chairman; English, Vice Chairman: Turner, Chair-
man for Budget and Oversight; Hill of Travis, Jackson, Khoury, Peveto, Shea, Thomp-
son of Taylor, Berlanga, Ceverha, Crockett, Hanna, Kuempel, Stiles



TEXAS SENATE

(P.O. Box 12068, Austin, Texas 78711)

District Senators Telephone Office District Senators Telephone Office
No. No. No. No. No. No.

3 Blake, Roy 475-2671 328 10 McFarland, Bob 475-3496 211
11 Brooks, Chet 475-2901 325 28 Montford, John 475-0176 118
i Brown, J. E. (Buster) 475-5881 331 4 Parker, Carl 475-2809 129-A

5 Caperton, Kent 475-4371 329 12 Parmer, Hugh 475-2526 128-B
14 Doggett, Lloyd 475-3731 126 29 Santiesteban, H. Tati 475-3641 129-C

9 Edwards, Chet 475-3758 320 31 Sarpalius, Bill 475-3222 326
30 Farabee, Ray 475-4446 120 16 Sharp, John 47527585 832
22 Glasgow, Bob 475-3452 319 25 Sims, Bill 475-3494 421

8 Harris, O. H. (lke) 475-4171 128-A 21 Traeger, John 475-3756 G-35-B

7 Henderson, Don 475-2751 116 20 Truan, Carlos 475-4279 124

1 Howard, Ed 475-0140 122 27 Uribe, Hector 475-3471 333
24 Jones, Grant 475-3733 128-C 26 Vale, R. L. (Bob) 475-0156 G-35-A
19 Kothmann, Glenn 475-3911 303 13 Washington, Craig 475-3408 2112
16 Leedom, John 475-3764 327 15 Whitmire, John 475-2261 321

2 Lyon, Ted 475-4175 419 6 Williams, Lindon 475-3643 324
23 Mauzy, Oscar 475-2528 129-B

TEXAS SENATE SEATING CHART
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
WILLIAM P. HOBBY
Houston
JOURNAL CLERK SECRETARY ASST. SENATE CALENDAR CLERK
PRESS MARGRETTE VOLLERS ( OFBTE’T'TEYSIEI';"QTE J SECRETARY KAY HUGHES
WHITMIRE SHARP TRAEGER BROOKS KOTHMANN CAPERTON URIBE JONES
15 18 21 1 19 5 27 24
Houston Vietoria Seguin Houston San Antonio Bryan Brownsville Abilene
GLASGOW PARKER LYONS EDWARDS SANTIESTEBAN SIMS McFARLAND SARPALIUS
22 4 2 E] 29 25 10 31
Stephenville Port Arthur Mesquite Duncanville El Paso San Angelo Arlington Hereford
MONTFORD WASHINGTON MAUZY DOGGETT FARABEE LEEDOM HENDERSON HOWARD
28 13 23 14 30 16 7 1
Lubbock Houston Dallas Austin Wichita Falls Dallas Houston Texarkana
WILLIAMS PARMER VALE TRUAN HARRIS BLAKE BROWN
6 12 26 20 8 3 17
Houston Fort Worth San Antonio Corpus Christi Dallas Nacogdoches Lake Jackson

SGT. AT ARMS
KELLY ARNOLD



SENATE COMMITTEES

ADMINISTRATION — Blake, Chairman; Brown, Vice Chairman; Henderson, Lyon,
Mauzy, Parmer, Whitmire

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT — Harris, Chairman; Glasgow, Vice Chairman;
Henderson, Howard, Jones, Leedom, McFarland, Sharp, Traeger.

EDUCATION — Parker, Chairman; Truan, Vice Chairman; Edwards, Jones, Leedom,
Mauzy, Montford, Sarpalius, Sims, Vale, Williams,

FINANCE — Jones, Chairman; Howard, Vice Chairman; Blake, Brooks, Caperton,
Farabee, Glasgow, Harris, Parker, Santiesteban, Traeger, Uribe, Vale.

HUMAN RESOURCES — Brooks, Chairman; Uribe, Vice Chairman; Doggett, Ed-
wards, Parmer, Sharp, Truan, Washington, Whitmire.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAIRS — Doggett, Chairman; Edwards, Vice
Chairman; Sharp, Uribe.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH — Truan, Chairman; Whitmire, Vice Chair-
man; Parmer, Washington.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS — Traeger, Chairman; Leedom, Vice Chairman;
Kothmann, Lyon, Parmer, Sharp, Sims, Whitmire, Williams.

JURISPRUDENCE — Mauzy, Chairman; Brown, Vice Chairman; Caperton, Doggett,
Farabee, Glasgow, McFarland, Montford, Parker, Santiesteban, Washington.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CIVIL MATTERS — Caperton, Chairman; McFarland, Vice
Chairman; Daggett, Farabee, Parker.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL MATTERS — Glasgow, Chairman: Washington,
Vice Chairman; Brown, Montford, Santiesteban.

NATURAL RESOURCES — Santiesteban, Chairman, Williams, Vice Chairman;
Brown, Kothmann, Lyon, Montford, Sarpalius, Sims, Truan, Uribe, Vale.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE — Sarpalius, Chairman, Truan, Vice Chair-
man; Lyon.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER — Vale, Chairman; Montfard, Vice Chairman; Brown.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY — Kothmann, Chairman; Sims, Vice Chairman;
Uribe.

STATE AFFAIRS — Farabee, Chairman; Kothmann, Vice Chairman; Blake, Brooks,
Caperton, Doggett, Edwards, Harris, Henderson, Howard, McFarland, Sarpalius,
Washington.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS — Howard, Chairman; McFarland, Vice Chair-
man; Blake, Brooks, Doggett, Harris, Kothmann

CAPITOL OFFICE LOCATIONS

GROUND FLOOR THIRD FLOOR

Numbers Numbers

G1to G4 South 300 to 306 South

G5 to G17  North 305 to 316 North

G20 to G44 East 317 to 321 East Front

G50 to G73 West 324 to 333 East Back
345 to 362 West Back

FIRST FLOOR

Numbers FOURTH FLOOR

101 to 106 South Numbers

107 to 114 North 400 to 405 South

115 to 129 East 407 to 417 North Front

140 to 155 West 419 to 422 East Front

425 to 427 West Front
SECOND FLOOR
Numbers
200 to 204 South
205 to 207 North
209 to 215 East Front
216 to 226 East Back
231 t0 236 West Front
238 to 245 Woest Back



STATE OFFICIALS
(c/o Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711)

Governor:
Mark White 475-4101
State Capitol, Second Floor

Lt. Governor:
William P. Hobby, Jr. 475-3535
State Capitol, Room 219

Secretary of State:
John Fainter 475-2015
State Capitol, First Floor

Attorney General:
Jim Mattox 475-4643
Supreme Court Building, Seventh Floor

Comptroller:
Bob Bullock 475-6001
Lyndon Baines Johnson Building

Treasurer:
Ann Richards 475-2591
Lyndon Baines Johnson Building

Land Office Commissioner:
Garry Mauro 475-2071
Stephen F. Austin Building

Agriculture Commissioner:
Jim Hightower 475-2760
Stephen F. Austin Building

Railroad Commissioners:

Mack Wallace, Chairman 445-1111
James E. Nugent 445-1110
Arthur (Buddy) Temple 445-1112

LEGISLATIVE LEADERS

President of Senate
William P. Hobby, Jr. 475-3535
State Capitol, Room 219

President Pro Tem of Senate:
Grant Jones 475-3733
State Capitol, Room 128-C

Speaker of the House
Gib Lewis 475-3311
State Capitol, Room 241

Speaker Pro Tem of the House:
Hugo Berlanga 475-5743
State Capitol, Room 242

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION

SENATE
Bill Distribution 475-2520
Bill Status Information, Leg. Ref. Lib. 475-3026
Calendar Clerk 475-2572
Committee Information, Room 218 475-5818
Secretary of the Senate 475-4271
Sergeant-at-Arms 475-3411
HOUSE
Bill Distribution 475-8452
Chief Clerk 475-5616
House Administration 475-2829
Journal Clerk 475-6294
Legislative Division 475-2213
Sergeant-at-Arms 475-4330
Legislative Information System 475-3026
Toll Free number 1-800-252-9693
Legislative Reference Library 475-4626

Tour Guide Desk 475-3070
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Compiled and distributed by
The League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund

February 1983

The League of Women Vaters is a nonpartisan political organization whose
purpose is to encgurage €itizens to participate actively in.government and
politics. Membership is open to all citizens 18 years and older. For further
information, please contact: League of Women Voters of Texas, 1212
Guadalupe, #1089, Austin, Texas 78701. Telephone: 512-472-1100.

Additional copies available at no charge
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How to White Government Officials

The public officials who represent you depend a great deal upon hearing from
their constituents. The quantity and quality of their mail has been known to re-
verse many votes, and it is always an important factor in their voting.

HERE ARE THE
FUNDAMENTAL DO’S

DO make y'our letter legible. Type if

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

DO

possible.

be concise and brief. Write about
only one issue.

use your own words. Don’t let
anyone else write your letter.

sign your name legibly and give
your address.

address him correctly, using the
accepted forms.

be courteous and reasonable.
write to give him your apprecia-
tion when he does something of
which you approve.

write early in the discussion of a
subject.

feel free to write committee chair-
men or a member of a committee
not from your District.

The purpose of the League of Women
Voters is to encourage political responsi-
bility through informed and active parti-
cipation of citizens in government.

THERE IS AN ART
TO WRITING THESE LETTERS
The correct salutation for letters to
officials is:
President of the U.S.

The President
The White House
W ashington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Vice President

The Vice President
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Vice President:

Senator

The Honorable (full name)
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator (last name):

Representative

The Honorable (full name)
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. (last name):

Member of the Cabinet
The Honorable (full name)
The Secretary of (cabinet
position)
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF THINGS

YOU SHOULD NOT DO

DON’T

DON’T
DON’T

DON’T
DON’T

DON’T

DON’T

begin ‘“‘As a citizen and a tax-
payer.”

apologize for taking his time.
say “I hope this gets by your
secretary.”

be rude or threatening.

send a carbon copy to your
Second Senator or Repre-
sentative. Write each indi-
vidually.

write to the members of the
House when the bill is still
being considered in the Sen-
ate, and vice versa.

ignore your legislator and
write to one from another
District.

You can send a 15-word telegram called a
Public Opinion Message (P.0.M.) to the Pres-
ident, Vice President or congressman from
anywhere in the United States for only $1.00.

Your name and address are not counted as
part of the message unless there are additional
signers. The same rate applies to wires sent
to your governor and state legislators.



SELECTED STATE BOARDS

and COMMISSIONS

Texas Air Control Board
1100 West 49th Street
Austin, Texas 78756

Texas Education Agency
201 East 11th Street
Austin, Texas 78701

State Board of Health
1100 West 49th Street
Austin, Texas 78756

Texas Dept. of Mental Health
and Mental Retardation
909 West 45th Street
Austin, Texas 78756

State Parks and Wildlife Commission
John H. Reagan Building
Austin, Texas 78701

Railroad Commission of Texas
Ernest O. Thompson Building
Austin, Texas 78701

Texas State Soil and Water
Conservation Board
First National Building
Temple, Texas 76501

Texas Urban Development Commission
Drawer P, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas, 78711

State Board of Water Development
301 West Second Street
Austin, Texas 78701

Water Quality Board
1108 Lavaca Street
Austin, Texas 78701

Texas Water Rights Commission
Sam Houston Office Building
Austin, Texas 78701

Water Well Drillers Board
301 West Second Street
Austin, Texas 78701

State Board of Public Welfare
John H. Reagan Building
Austin, Texas 78701

The salutation: Gentlemen:

A complete list of official Texas Boards and
Commissions with the names of their mem-
bers may be found in the current TEXAS
ALMANAC.



Governor
The Honorable (full name)

State Capitol
Austin, Texas 78711
Dear Governor (last name):

V1 | State Senator

“3 The Honorable (full name)
3 The Senate , DaX (2048
Q Austin, Texas 78711
Dear Senator (last name):

a State Representatives
The Honorable (full name)

W House of Representatives . 0%
) Austin, Texas 78711 B\ G
. \, Dear Mr. (last name):
Mayor
The Honorable (full name)
City Hall
Dear Mayor (last name):

Councilmen
Councilman (full name)
City Hall
Dear Mr. (last name):

County Commissioners
Mr. (full name)
County Commissioner
Precinct No.

County Court House
Dear Mr. (last name):

The closing for all letters except to the Presi-
dent is: Sincerely yours. For letters to the
President the closing is: Very respectfully

yours.

LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS OF TEXAS
DICKINSON PLAZA CENTER
DICKINSON, TEXAS 77539

5¢ each, $3.75 per hundred 1970



December 4, 1984

The League of Women Voters of Houston congratulates you on your
unopposed return to the Texas House of Representatives. The 1985
session of the state legislature will be filled with many exciting

challenges.

As has been done in previous years, a League member will be
requesting a personal interview with you in the near future.
These interviews give legislators a chance to discuss legislative
priorities and issues important to them in a relaxed setting. We
hope that you will be able to participate.

The enclosed postcard has been provided for you to fill in your
current Houston address and telephone number; the information
will be used in the 1985-1986 edition of the League of Women
Voters of Houston's Voters Key to Elected Officials and Voting

Information Representing Houston and Harris County. Please
return the postcard as soon as possible.

Best wishes for your continued success in the coming year.

Sincerely,

Helen Hunter
President

Paulette Bogert
Legislative Coordinator

Sent oz
Milton E. Fox
Barry Connelly
Ron Wilson
Robert Eckels
Brad Wright
Mike Toomey
Ashley Smith

Debra Danburg
Clint Hackney
Senfronia Thompson
Al Tuna

Al Edwards

Larry Evans

Roman Martinez
Paul Hilbert
Talmadge Heflin




December 4, 1984

As has been done in previous years, a member of the League of
Women Voters of Houston will be requesting a personal interview
with you in the near future. These interviews give legislators
a chance to discuss legislative priorities and issues important
to them in a relaxed setting. We hope that you will be able to
participate.

The enclosed postcard has been provided for you to £ill in your
current Houston address and telephone number; the information
will be used in the 1985-1986 edition of the League of Women
Voters of Houston's Voters Key to Elected Officials and Voting
Information Representing Houston and Harris County. Please re-
turn the postcard as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Helen Hunter
President

Paulette Bogert
Legislative Coordinator

Sent tes

Don Hender son
John Whitmire
Craig Washington
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December 7, 1984 fﬁé

The Honorable Patricia Hill éié%7a“4“ﬁid
1000 Pacific Place DEC 11 ]984

Dallas, Texas 75201

Dear Representative Hill:

The League of Women Voters of Texas appreciates many of the
decisions of the Sunset Advisory Commission, but we urge you
to reconsider your decision to transfer the management of
the hazardous 1industrial solid waste program from the Texas
Department of Water Resources to the Texas Department of

Health. We do not believe such a move would improve the
state's ability to protect public health and the
environment. However, additional resources for the Texas

Department of Health to perform health-related assessments
and .coutine. evaluation.of  permit _applications.. for FTEheir
health implicatiens would advance protection of public
health. Leaving the hazardous waste program in TDWR would
provide some constancy while hazardous waste regulations
are in flux due to recent reauthorization of the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). The League believes
that we benefit from having TDWR manage the environmental
program while having TDH available to monitor public health
impacts. In this fashion, we take advantage of the
different skills and experience unique to each agency.

Consolidation of the hazardous waste program in TDWR (since
that agency already manages 90% of the program) was
discussed extensively by Sthe EIEing® Committee of the
Governor's Task Force on Hazardous Waste Management. A task
force recommendation that the Legislature study
consolidation of various types was made because committee
members agreed with TDH that such a change has widespread
implications and required more in-depth study than the task
force could undertake.

The League strongly believes that Texas must have an
effective and efficient program to manage its hazardous
waste in order to protect public health and the environment

while allowing for economic growth. TDWR has been
developing expertise in the industrial waste area much as
TDH has done in the municipal solid waste area.

Transferring the hazardous waste program would disrupt a
management system during the critical time that over 90% of
the state's hazardous waste facilities are being considered
for permits for the first time. = SiEcEciguciial  that we
determine whether these facilities can meet new protective
standards in a timely and thereough fashioen. A transfer of
jurisdiction would seriously disrupt this process.



Permitting hazardous waste management facilities is a
costly, time-consuming process for all, and most people are
supportive of efforts to consolidate and simplify the
process. Transferring jurisdiction to TDH is the antithesis
of such consolidation for the company seeking a permit, the
concerned public, and the state which must review and decide
on the permit application. Permit applicants would have to
go through the permitting process with both TDWR and TDH
instead of just one agency as they do now. For example, at
present, an injection well permit also contains the RCRA-
regulated surface facilities because the two are

intrinsically related. With the jurisdictional switch, a
company would need an Underground Injection Control permit
from TDWR and a RCRA permit from TDH. In addition, most
facilities also need a wastewater discharge permit, which
TDWR can grant. Other examples of duplicative use of the
state's resources can be envisioned as TDWR retains control
over some industrial waste, wastewater discharge, and

deepwell injection under the proposed transfer.,

It is obvious to the League that Sunset Commissioners are
working hard to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of
the state agencies that manage hazardous waste. We applaud
your recommendations to provide earlier notice of permit
gpplilcattitonsh et o authorize the use of administrative
penalties, to increase some fees, to require enforcement
hearings, to make memoranda of understanding more public,
and to change the name of the Texas Water Development Board.
However, the decison to transfer Jjurisdiction over most
hazardous waste to TDH does not improve agency efficiency
and effectiveness in a field where wise management is
critical to public health and the environment. TIf further
justification of our positions is useful, please let us
know.

Sincerely,

Lois Carpenter, President

Diane B, Sheridan,

Hazardous Waste Director
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