for thé end ¢
and the bor
We have littl

THE ERMIN

th a black tail, is called the
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asin every other place, they are reddith in
mer and white in winter.  They feed upon fmg)
animals, and particularly a fpecies of rat, whigh
abounds in Norway and Lapland, to be affere
wards mentioned. The ermines are rare in tem.
perate climates, and are never found in warm
countries. The Cape animal, called the ermine
by Kolbe*, and whofe flefh, he remarks, i
wholefome and agrecable to the palate, has no
ity to the ermine.  The weafels of Cayenne,
deferibed by M. Barrere 1, and the gray ermines
of Tartary, and of the northern parts of China,
mentioned by fome travellers 1, are alfo aimals
different from onr weafels and ermines.

SUPPLEMENT.

IN the natural hiflory of Norway by Pontop-
pidan, we have the following remarks ;

¢ InNorway, the ermine lives among the frag-

ments of rocks. 'This animal feems to belong

tribe.  His fkin is white, except

is fpotted with black, The furs

and Lapland preferve their white-

teer than thofe of Ruffia, which fooner

5 and, for this reafon, the for-

cater requeft, even at Peterfburg.




GRISON.

%




THE ERMINE, 265

¢ when pracicable, carries off his prey. e is
¢ particularly fond of eggs, and, when the fea is
¢ calm, he fwims over to the iflandswhich lie near
¢the coaft of Norway, where there are vaft
 quantities of fea fowls. It is alledged, that,
¢ when the female brings forth on an ifland, fhe
¢ condu@s her young to the continent, upon a
« piece of wood, piloting them with her fnout.
¢ This animal, though {mall, kills thofe of a
¢ much larger fize, as the rain-deer and bear.
¢He jumps into one of their ears when they
< are afleep, and adheres fo faft by his tecth,
¢ that the creatures cannot difengage him, He
¢ Jikewife furprifes eagles and heath-cocks, by
¢ fixing on them, and never quitting them, even
¢ when they mount in the air, till the lofs of
¢ blood makes them fall down.”
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