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To the moft virtuous
 and excellent Lady Mris,
BRIDGET DUNCH,

Y=L 5 an argument
&7 1| of the Immorta-
lity of the Soul,
that it can appre-
Nl ‘hend, and imbrace
=zl fuch a Concepti-

on s and, it may be fome Kinde of
Prophecy, of the continuance, and
A3 lafting




The Epiftle

lafting of thefe Letters , that ha-
vt/rlzg ‘/gee{fcdtt/ered, more then Stbyls
leaves, I cannot [ay into parts, but
corners of the World, they have re-
colletted and united themfelves ,
meeting at Once, 4s it were , at the
[ame [pring, from whence they flow-
ed, but by Succefsion.

But, the piety of Aineas to An-
chifes, withthe beat, and fervour of
his zeale, had been dazelled, and
extinguifbed by the fire of Troy,and
bis Father become his Tombe , had
not a brighter flame appeared in his
Protection, and Venus herfelf de-
Jeended with her embraces, to pro-
tett ber Martiall Champion ; fo
that there is nojafer way, to givea

perpetuity to this  remnant of the
dead

DT e iy oW Sas Yo s Bl @ o
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Dedicatory.

dead Awthour ; but, by dedicating it
to the Alear of Beauty and perfecti-
on ;- and if you, Madam, be but
pleajed to fhed on it, one beame of
your Grace and Favour, that very
Adumbration will guicken it with a
new Spirit,and defend it from all fire,
( the fate of moft Letters) but the
laft ; which, turning thefe into afhes,
Jhall revive the Authour from bis
“Vrne, and put him into a capacity
of celebrating yow , his Guardian
Angell, who bas protetted that part
of hus Soul,that be left bebinde him,
his Fame and R eputation.

The courtefres that you conferre
upon the living, may admit 'of_ Jome
allay , by a pofiibility of a Retalia-
tion ; but what you beftow upon the
v Dead



The Epiftle &c.

Dead, i5 a Sacrifice to pure Virtue
an ungified Deity, tis true, without
Oblation, Altar, or Temple, if

¢ were not enfhrined in your noble
breft, but, Imuft, forever, become
ber votary, if st be, but for giving

me thisInclination, and defire of be-

/ ﬂg'

. @2 |

Madam

Your mofthumble fervant

Fo. Donne.
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A
COLLECTION

of Letters written to feverall
Perfons of Honour.

Tothe worthieft Lady M*, Bridget White.

MADAME,
AT N

Could make fome guefle whe-
ther fouls that go to heaven,
retain any memory of us
that ftay behinde, if I knew
whether you ever thought of

us, fince you enjoyed your heaven, which

is your {e/f achome. Your going away hath
made London a dead carkafle. A Tearm and

a Court do a little {pice and embalmeic,

and keep it from putrefaction, but the foul

went away in you: and Ithink the onely
reafon why the plague is fomewhat {lack-
ned, 1s, becaule the place is dead already,

B and
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and no body left worth the killing Where-
foever you are, there is Londonenough : and
it is a diminifhing of you to fay fo, fince

you are more then the reft of theworld.

When you havea defire to work a miracle

ou will return hither, and raife the place
from the dead,and the dead that arein ir
of which I am one, but thata hope that I
have a room in your favour keeps me alive;
which you fhall abundantly confirme to
me, if by one letter you tell me, thar you
have received my fix; for now my letters
are grown to that bulk, that I may divide
them like Amadis the Gaules book, and tell

you, that this 1s the firft letter of the fecond
part of the firft book.

Strand S. Peters
day at nine, Your bumbleft, and affetionare

fervan: J. D.
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Perfons of Honour.

Totheworthieft Lady M=, B, W,

MaAaDAME,
Think the letters which I fend to you
fingle lofe themfelves by the way for
want of a guide, or faint for want of com-
pany. Now, that on your part there be no
excufe, after three fingle letters, I fend three
together, that every one of themy may have
two witnefles of their delivery. They come
alfo to waite upon another letter from S* E.
Herbert, of whofe recovery from a Fever,
you may apprehend a perfecter content-
ment then we, becaufe you had none of
the former forrow. I am an Heretique if
it be found Do&rine, that pleafure tafts
beft after forrow. Formy part, I'can love
health well enough, though I be never fick,
and I never necded my Miftris frownsand
disfavours, to make her favours acceptable
tome, In States,icis a weakne(s co ftand
upon a defenfive war, and fafer notto be
invaded, then to have overcome : fo 1n our
fouls health, aninnocenceis: better then the
B 2 hearti-




. . . .
cpent ce.And ¢ plealures of
it 1s better that the variety of the
give us the rafteand appetiteto
{fowre and lad interruption quic-

- . 4 )
ken our (tomack.torthen we live by Phy-

| wifh theretore all your happinelles
5 ' ‘v
" y
i 15 1nre 1 WIitht Haw, o1
:
: , ¥ " .
I ot dilcontentme and uc IC 10OVCe
. \'l\ y »:":
; f .
: )
A 3

n your .
12 ifhed upon my table tor a2 pallage (o
o il . I ’ v ~ X'* | .

I g at as others lend news 1n their let
te | lend an an ty In ne. 1durit

T S
: . A

] A I
“ (S
5 -

- .

allh i

-

12\11
LATer M Was yours : there1s lome
!

T, bara svw rhiainm Npp— °
;-u(i(‘l-l\.”;:.‘ll.' ..l.‘x:\ ICCTALLK

i | nwlnqwav:u\kuu:ct,x
devoted to you thould not be re.-



ate /i

ath
hath
* o
let-
nft
me
ed
hat
re-

ed

Perfons of Honour.

ferved toagood iffue. 1remember I {hould
have fent it by a fervant, of whofe diligence
I fee 1 was too confident. I know not
whatic fays : but I dare make this letter no
longer , becaufe being very fure thac Ial-
ways think the fame thoughts of you, Iam
afraid Ifhould fall upon the fame words,
and (o fend one letter twice together.

Tour very affeftionate

Novemb. 8. Servan: J. D.

Tothe Honourable Lady M*. B, W.

MADA ME,
Have but {mall comfort in this letter;
the meffenger comes too ealily to me,
and I am too fure that the letter fhall be de-
livered. All adventures towards you fhould
be of more difficulty and hazard. Buc per-
chance I rieed not lament this; it may befo
many of my letters are loft already thatic1s
time that one fhould come, like 7obs fer-
vant, to bring word, that the reft were loft.
1f you have had more before, this comes to
B 3 aske




Letters to ﬁfvemll

aske how they were received ; and if you
bave had none, it comestotry how they
fhould have been received. Itcomes to you
like a bafhfull fervant, who thongh he have
an extreme defire to put himfelf in your
prefence, yet hath not much to fay when he
is come: yet hath it as much to fay as
you canthink ; becaufe what degrees fo-
ever of honour, refpect, and devotion, you
can imagine or beleeve to be in-any; this
letter tells you, thatall thofe arein me to-
wards you.Sothat for this letter youare my
Secretary ; for your worthinels , and your
opinion that I have a juft eftimation of
them, write it : fo that it is as long, and as
good, as you think it; and nothing is left

B ’ -
tome, buc as a witnefs, to fubfcribe the

name of

Your moft humble [ervamt
LB

Though this letter be yours, it will not mif-
become or difproportion it that I mention your
Noble brother, who is. gone to C/eave,not to re-

turn till towards Chriftmas, except the bufinefs
deferve him not fo long,
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Perfons of Honour.

To the Honowrable L. the Lady King(mel npon
the death of her Hufband,

MADAME,

T Hofethings which God diffolves at

once, as he fhall do the Sun, and
Moon, and thofe bodies at the laft confla-
gration, henever intends to reuniteagain;
but in thofe things, which he takes in
pieces, as he doth man, and wife, in thefe
divorces, by death, and in fingle perfons,
by the divorce of body and foul, God hath
another purpofe to make them up again.
Thatpiece which he takes to himfelfis pre-
fently caft in 2 mould, and in an inftant
made fit for his ufe; for heaven isnota
place ofa proficiency , but of prefent pet-
feétion. That piecewhich he leaves behinde
10 this world by the death of a partthereof,
growes fitter and fitter for him, by the
good ufe of his correGtions, and the 1itite
conformity to his will. Nothing difpropor-
tions us, nor makes us fo uncapable ofbe-

ing reunited to thofe whom we loved here,
as




Lettersto feverall

as murmuring, or not advancing the good-
nefs of him, who hath removed them from
hence. We would wonder, to fee a man,
who ina wood were left to his liberty, to
fell what trees he would, take onely the
crooked, and leave the ftreighteft trees ; bue
that man hath perchance a fhip to build,
and not a houle, and fo hath ufe of that
kinde of timber : let not us, who know
that in Gods houfe there are many Manfi-
ons, but yet have no modell, no defigne of
the forme of that building, wonder at his
taking in of his materialls, why he takes
the young, and leaves the old, or why the
fickly overlive thofe, that had better health.
We are not bound to think that fouls de-

patted, have devefted all affeGtions towards

them, whom they left here; but we are
bound to think, that for all cheir loves they
would not be here again : Then is the will
of God done in Earth, as it isin Heaven,
when we neither pretermic his adtions, nor
refift them; neither pafs them over inan
inconfideration, as though God had no

hand
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“ band in them, nor goabout to take them

out of his hands, as though we could direct
him to do them better. As Gods Scriptures
are his will| fo his a&ions are his will;
both are Teftaments, becaufe they teftifie
his minde tous. Itis notlawfulltoaddea
{cedule to either of his wills : as they do
1ll, whoaddeto his written will, the Scri-
ptures, a [cedule of Apcryphall books: fo
dothey alfo, who to his other will_ his ma-
nifefted attions, adde Apocryphall condi-
tions, and a {cedule of fuch limitations as
thefe, If God would have ftayed thus long,
or, IfGod would have proceeded in this or
this manner, I could have born it. To
fay thatour afflitions are greater then we
can bear, is fo near to defpairing, as that the
fame words exprels both; for when we
confider Cames words in that originall
tongue in which God fpake, we cannot tell
whether the words be, My punifhment s
greater then can be born; or My fin is grea-
ter then can be forgiven. But Madame, you
who willingly facrificed your felf to God,
C _

in
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in your obedience to him, in your own
ficknefs, cannot be doubted to difpute with
him, about any part of you, which he {hall
be pleafed to require at your hands. The dif-
ference is great in the lofs, of anarme,ora

head ; ofachild, or a husband:butto them, -

who are incorporated' into Chrift, their
head, there can be no beheading ; upon

ou, who are a member of the {poufe of
Chrift the Church, there can fall no wi-
dowhead , nor orphanage upon thofe chil-
dren, to whom God is father. Thavenot
another office by your husbands 'death;
for1l was your Chaplaine before, in my
daily prayers; but 1{hall inlarge that office
with other Colle&s, then before that God
will continueto you, that peace which you
have ever hadin him, and fend you quier,
and peaceable difpofitions in all them with
whom you thall haveany thing todo, in
your temporall eftate and marers of this
world. Amen.

Acmypoor houleacs.  10#r Ladifbips very htmble and

Panls. 26,0t ab.. thawkfall fervam 1w Qbrift
162 4. . ?cfm J«Donne.,
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Ter[om of Honour.

Tomy honoured friend S: T, Lucey.

SIR,

I Make account that this writing of letters,
when it is with any ferioufnels, is a kind
ofextafie, and a departureand feceflion and
fufpenfion ofthe foul, w* doth then comu-
nicate it felf totwo bodies: And as I would
every day provide for my fouls laft convoy
though I know not when I{halldie, and
perchance I fhall never die; {o for thefe
extafies in letters, I oftentimes deliver my
felf over in'writing when I know not
when thofe letters fhall be fent to yon,
and many times they never are, for [ have a
litele fatisfadtion in feeing a letter written
to you upon my table, though I meet no
opportunity of fending it. Efpecially this
{ummer, when either by my early retiring
home, or yout irrefolutions of your own
purpofes or fome other pofleflions of yours
youdidlefle reveale to me your progreflés,
and ftations, and where I might crofle you
by letters ; then heretofore : T make fhifc
C: to
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to lay little fault upon you,becaule my par-
don might be eafier, if Itranfgrefsintoa
longer and bufier letter then your Countrey
fports admit;but you may read it in-winter:
And:by that time I may more clearly ex-

prefs my {elf for thofe things which have -

entred into me , concerning your foul: for
as the greateft advantage which mans foul is

thoughtto have beyond ethers,is that which,

they call 4étwm reflexum , and iteratum, ( for
Beafts do the fame things as we do, but they
do not confider nor remeémber the circum-
ftances and inducements ; and by what

ower,and faculty, it is that they do them )
fo of thofe which they call 4étum reflexm
the nobleftisthat which refleéts upon the
foul it felf,and confiders and meditaes i,
Into which confideration when I walke
after my {low and unperfe&t pace, I begin
to think that as litigious men tyred with
{uits, admit any arbitrement; and Princes
travailed with long and waftfull war | de-
fcend to fuch conditions of peace, as they
are foon after athamed to have embraced:

{fo
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‘Perfons of Honour.

{o Philofophers, and fo all feéts of Chri-
ftians, after long difputations and contro-
verfies, have allowed many things for po-
fitive and dogmacicall truths which are not
worthy of that dignity ; And fo many
doétrines have grown o be theordinary
diet and food of our fpirits, and have place
inthe pap of Catechilmes, which were ad-
1x*ittc£but as Phyfick in that prefent di-
ftemper, or accepted in alazie wearinefs,
when men, {othey might have fomething
to relie upon, and to excule themfelves
from more painfull inquifition, never exa-
mined what that was. To which indifpofi-
tion of ours, the Cafuifts are fo indulgent,
as that they allow a confcience to adhereto
any probablc opinion agaml} a ‘more pro-
bable, and do never binde himto feck ouc
which is the more probable, but give him
leave to diffemble it and to depart from
it, if by mifchance he come to know it
This, as it appears in all fciences ,fo moft
manifeftly in Phyfick, which for 2 long

time confidering nothing, but plain curing
C 3 and
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and that but by example and precedent,
the world at laft longed for fome certain
Canons and Rules, how thefe cures
might beaccomplifthed ; And when men
are nflamed with thisdefire, and that {uch
a fire breaks out thatrages and confumes in-
finicly by heat of argument, except fome of
authority interpofe. . This produced Hifpo-
crates his Aphorifmes; and  the world
{lumbred or took breath, in his refolution
divers hundreds of years: And then in
Galenstime, which was not fatisfied 'with
the cffect of curing; nor with the know-
ledge how to cure, broke out another de-
fire of finding out the caufes why thofe
fimples wrought thole effects.. Then Galen
rather to ftay their ftomachs.then thache
gave them enough, taught them the quali-
ties of the four Elements;and arrefted them
apon this, that all differences of qualicies
proceeded from: them, And) after, (not
much before our time) men perceiving that
all effeéts in Phyfick could not be derived
formithefe beggerlyand impetent proper-
ties,

we
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" ties of the Elements, and that therefore they

were driven often to that miferable refuge
of fpecifique form, and of antipathy and
fympathy, we fee the! world hath curnied
upon new principles which are agsibiiced
to Paracel us, but (indeed ) too much tohis
honour. Certainly-it is alfofo in the Phy-
fick of our foul Diviaity for in the Primi-
tive Church, when amongft | theFdthers
there were fo divers opinions of the ftate
of thie foul, prefently after this life they eafi-
lyinclined to be contentto doasmuch for
them dead-as when they ‘were alive,and fo
concuirred in-a charitable difpofition to
pray fot them; ‘which - manner of prayer
then i ule, no Chriftian Church ac this

. day having received better light, will al-

Jow of. So alfo when 1nthe beginning of
S. Auguftines time , Grace had been fomuch
advanced that mans Nature was’ {carce ad-
mittedto be fo much as any means orin-
firument (not onely nokinde of canfe) of
hisown good works: Andfoonafterin$.
Auguftiries time al(o mans free will (by fierce

oppofi-
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oppofition and arguing againft the former
error ) was too much overvalued,and ad-
mitted into too near degrees of fellowfhip
with' Grace ; thofe times  admitted a
do&rine and form of reconciliation, which

though for reverence to the time, both the

Dominicans and Jefuics at this day in their
greac quarrell about Grace and Free will
would yet feem to maincaine | yet indiffe-
rent and difpafsioned men of that Church
{eethere is no poffibility in it,and therefore
accufeitof ablurdity and almoft of herefie.
I think icfalls outthus al{o in the’ matcer of
the foul: for Chriftian Religion prefu-
minga foul,and intending principally her
happinefs in the life to’ come, hath been
content to acceptany way which hath been
obtruded ; how this foul 1s begun in us.
Hence it is that whole Chriftian. Churches
areftthemfelves uponpropagation from pa-
rents; and other whole Chriftian Churches
allow onely infufion from God, Inboth
which opinions there appear fuch infirmi-
ties as it 1s time to look for abetter : for

Whot
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Perfons of Honour.

wholoever will adhere to the way of pro-

if the foul refule out of matter, nor fhall he
ever prove that all mankind hath any more
then one foul: ascerrainly of all bealts, if
they receive fuch fouls as they have from
their parents every fpecies can have butone
foul. And they which follow the opinion
ofinfufion from God,and ofa new crearion
(w"nh is nowthe morecommon opinicn)
s they canvery hardly defend the doétrin of
ongina | fin(the foul 1s forced to take this 1n-
fcdmn and comes not into the body of hes
own difpofition ) fo fhall they never be
ableto provet that all thole w }\n n ¢leein
th cﬂmpc of men have an 11111.1\1“11 and
reafonable foul, becaule our parents are as
able as any ot hcr (pecies is to give us a foul
of growt hand of Icnlg and to perform all
vitall and animall fi mtmnx. And fo with-
oucinfufion of fuch a foul may producea
¢reature as wile and well dxlpulm as any
horfe or Elephant; of which degree many
D whon
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whom we fee come far fhort; norhath
God bound or declared himfelf that he will
always createa foul for every embryon there
is yet therefore no opinion in Philofophy,
nor Divinity,{o well eftablifhed as con-
ftrains us to beleeve, both thatthe foul is
immortall, and that every particular man
hath fuch a foul: which fince out of the
great mercy of our God we do conftantly
beleeve, 1am afhamed chat we do notalfo
know it by fearching farther: Butas{ome-
times we had rather beleeve a Travellers lie
then go to difprove him;fo men rather
cleave to thefe ways then feck new: yet be-
caufe 1 have meditated therein,I will fhortl

aquaint you with what Ichinkfor I would
not be 1n danger of that law of Mofes, That
ifamandiga pitand cover it not, he muft
recompenfe thofe which are damnified b

1t: which is often interpreted of fuch as
{hake old opinions, and do not eftablifh
new as certain, but leave confciencesin a
wotfe danger then they found themin. I
beleeve that law of Mofes hath in it fome

myflerie
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Perfons of Honour.

myfterie and appliablenefle; for by that law

men are onely then bound to that indem -

nity and compenfation, if an Oxe or an
Afle (thatis, fuch as are of a ftrong confti-
tution and accultomed to labour) fallthere-
in; but it is not faid fo, if a Sheep or a
Goat fall : no more are we , if menina
fillinefle or wantonnefle will flumble or
take a {candall, bound to rectifie them at
all times. And therefore becaufe Fjuftly
prefume you ftrong and warchfull cnough

I make accountthat I am not obnoxious to
that law fince my meditations are neither
too wide nor too deep for you except onely
that my way of Cxprclsmg them may be
extended beyond your patience andpardon,
which I will therefore tempt no longer at
this time.

From Aficham, my Your wvery :7}“7"7»1.:!( friend
clofe prifon ever and fervant and lover
fince I faw you,
9 Odtob. 1. Donne.

D2 To
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Ty the Nobleft Knight S+ Edward Herbert L. of

Cherbury; fent tohim with bis
Book_Biathanatos,

SIR,
I Make accompt that this book hath e-

nough performed that which it under-
took, both by argument and example. It
{hall therefore the lefle need to be it felfa-
nother example of the Doétrine. It fhall
not therefore kill it felf; that is, not bury
itfelf; for if it fhould do fo, thofe reafons,
by which that a& fhould be defended or
excufed, were alfo loft with it.Since it is con-
tent to live, it cannot chufe 2 wholfomeraire
then your Library, where Authors ofall
" complexions are prefented. 1fany of them
grudge this book a room, and fufpe¢t it of
new or dangerous dotrine, you who
know us all, can beft moderate. To thofe
reafons which I know your love to me will
make in my favour and difcharge you may
adde this, that theugh this dotrine hath
not been taught nor defended by writers,
yet
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et they, moft of any fort of men in the

world, have practifed it

Tour very trme and earnceff friend
and [ervant and lover

J. Donne,

7o S Robert Carre now Earle of Ankerum, with my
Book Biathanatos at my going into Germany.

SIR,
Had need do fomewhat towards you

above my promifes; How weak are my
rformances, when even my promifes are
defetive? 1 cannot promife, no not in
mine own hopes, equally to your meritto-
wards me. But befides the Poems, of
which youtook a promife, 1fend you ano-
ther Book tc which there belongs this
Hiftory. It was written by me many years
fince; andbecaufeic is upon a mifincer-
pretable fubject,I have always gone (o near
fupprefsing it, as that itis onely not burnt :
no hand hath paffed upon it to copy ic, nor
many eyes to read it: onely to fome parri-
cular friends in both Univerfities | then
when 1 writic, [ did communicate 1t : And
D3 1
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I remember, T hadthis anfwer, That cer-
tainly, there was a fal(é thread in it, but not
eafily found : Keep ic, I pray,withthe fame
jealouiie;; letany that your difcretion ad-
mits tothe fight of it, know the date of it
and that it 1s 2a Book written by Fack Donne,
and not by D. Donne : Referve it for me, if
Ilive,and if I die, I only forbid it the Prefle,
and the Fire: publifh it not, but yet burn it
not ; and between thofe, do what you will
withit. Love me ftill, thus farre, for your
own fake, that when you withdraw your
love from me, you will finde fo many un-~
worthine(les 1n me, 2s you grow afhamed
of having had fo long, and fo much, fuch a
thing as

Your poor fervant in Chr, 263

J- Donne,

To the Counte[Je of Bedford.,

Mapam,

' AMong(’c many other dignities which
this letter hath by being received and
feen by you, itis notthe leaft, thatic was

PI‘O-
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prophcﬁcd of before it was born : for your
brother told you in his letter, that T had
written : he did me much honour both in
advancing my truth {o farre as to call a pro-
mile an actalready done; and to provide
me a means oFdomg him a fervice in this
a&, which is but doing right to my felf:
for by this performance of mine own
word, 1havealfo juftified that partof his
Letter which concerned me; and it had
been a double guiltineffe in me, to have
made him guilty towards you. It makes no
difference thacthis came notthe fame day,
nor bears the fame date as his; for though
in inheritances and worldly pofleffions we
confider the dates of Evidences, yet in Let-
ters,by which we deliver over our affeti-
ons, and affurances of friendfhip, and the
beft faculties of our fouls, times and daies
cannot have intereft, nor be confiderable,
becaufe that which pafies by them, is eter-
nall, and out of the meafureof time. Be-
caufe therefore it is the office of this Letter,

to convey my beft wifhes and all the chc&sf
0




24

Lettersto feverall

of a noble love untoyou, (which arethe
beft fruits that fo poor a foil, as my poor
foulis can produce) youmay be plealed to
allow the Letter thus much of the fouls
privilege, asto exempt it from [traicnefle
of hours, orany mealure of times, and (o
beleeve it came then. And for my pare, I
{hall make it fo like my foul, that as that
affection, of which it is the meflenger, be-
gun.in me without my knowing when,
any more thenI know when my foul be-
gan ; fo it fhall continue as long as that.

Your moft affeétionate friend and fervant

To the right honourable the CountefS of Montgomery.

MADAM,

F my abulity to doe your Ladifhip
fervice, any thing may be an em-
bleme good enough ; foras a word vani-
fheth, fo doth any powerin meto ferve
you; things thatare written are fitcer refti-
monies, becaufe they remain and are per-
manent :
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manent: in writing (hls Sermon w}mh

your Ladifhip was pleafed to hear before, I
confefle I fausﬁc an ambition of mine
own,but it is the ambition of obeying your
commandmcnt not onely an ambition of
leaving my namein the memory, orin the
Cabinet : and ye, fince I am going out of
the Kingdom, and perchance out of the
world, (when God fhall have given my
foula placc in heaven) it fhall the lefle di-
muinifh your Ladifhip, if my poor name be
found about you. Tknow whatdead car-
kafles things written are,in refpect of things
fpoken. Butinthings of this kinde, thac
foul thatunanimates them, receives dcbts
from them: The Spiric of God thas di-
&ates them in the fpeaker or writer, and is
prefent in his tongue or hand, meets him-
felfagain (as we meet our felves in a glafs)
in the eies and hearts of the hearers and
readers : and that Spirit, which isever the
fame to an equall devotion, makes 2 wri-
ting and a fpeaking cquall meansto edifi-
cation. Inone circumftance,my preaching
E and
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and/my writing this Sermonis too equall :
¢hat that your Ladifhip heard in a hoarfe
voyce then, youread inacoutfehand now:
butinthankfulnefle Ifhall lifc up my hands

as clean as my anfirmities -can ‘keep them,

and ‘a voyce as ‘clear ‘as his fpirit fhall-

be pleafedto tuniein my prayersin all places
oftheworld, which {hall either fuftainox
bury
] Yonr Ladiftips bumble [ervane
in Chrift Iefus
J. Di

To Sir H.R.

Foa'whole year be but Aimus ab Annl,
Ibccaufe it’ reeurries ‘irito it felf “what n-
nulus Thall bedmminutive enoughito exptefs
our weekly revolutions? In‘chaines the leaft
linkes have moft curiofity, "but that ¢an be
noemblem of us: but'they have “alfo the

moft ftrengthjafidthat may Thefirft fphere

onely whichis refifted by nothing abfolves
his “coutfe “every “day; and fo doth true
friendfhip ‘well placed; ofteniterate ina&
or
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or purpofe, the fame offices. Buc as the
lower fpheres, fubjed to the violence of
that, and yetnaturally encouraged toa re-
luétation againft it, have therefore many
diftractions, and eccencricities, and (ome
treprdations and fo return buclamely, and
lately to thefame place, and; office : o that
friendfhip which is not moved primarily
by the proper intelligence, difcretion, and
about the naturall center, vertue, doth per-
chance fometimes, fome things, fomewhat
like true friendfhip ; but hath many devia-
tions, which are ftrayings into new loves,
(not of othermen for that is proper to
true wife friendfhip, which is net 3 mar-
ring ; buc of other things ) and hath fuch
trepidations as keep it from fhewing ic f¢lf,
where greatperfons donotlove ; and it re-
turns to the true firft fation and placeof
friendfhip planetarily, which is uncertain-
lyand feldome. I have ever [eenin London
and onr Court, as fome celonrs,and habits,
and continuances, and motions,and phra-
{es, and accents, and fongs, o friends in

, .
2 fathion

o
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fathion and in feafon : and I have feen
them as fodainly abandoned altogether,
though I fee no change in them, nor know
more why they were left, then why they
were chofen. To do things by example,
and upon confidence of anothers judgment
may be fome kinde of afecond wifdome;
butit is but writing by a copy : orindeed it
is the hardeft of all, and theiffue of the firft
wifdome, for I cannot know that this ex-
ample fhould be followed, except I knew
that it is good, and foI judgemy Judge.
Our aflent therefore, and arreft, muft be
upon things, not perfons. And when we
are fure we arein the right way, for greac
perfons, we may be glad of their company,
if they go our way; we may for them
change our place, but not our end; nor our
way, if there be butone, us in Religion. In
perfevering init, itconcerns as much what
our companions be, but very much what
our friends. In which I know If{peak not
dangeroufly nor mifappliably to you,as
though I averted you from any of thofe
friends
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friends, who are of other imprefsions then
you or in fome great circumftances of Re-
ligion. You know I never fettered norim-
pnfoncd the word Religion ; not ftraight-
ning it Frierly, ad Religiones faélitias , (as
the Romans call well cheir orders of Religi-
on ) nor immuring it in a Rome, or a
Wittemberg, or a Geneya; they are all virtuall
beams of one Sun, and wherefoever they
finde clay hearts, they harden them, and
moulder them into duft ; and they cntcndcx
and mollifie waxen. Thcy are not {o con-
trary as the North and South Poles ; and
thatthey are connaturall pieces of onecir-
cle. Religionis Chriftianity, which being
too {pirituall tobe feen by us, doth there-
fore take an apparent body ofgood lifeand
works, fo falvation requires an honeft
Chriftian. Thefe are the two Elements,

and he which elemented from thefe, hath
the complexion of a good man, and a fit
friend. The difeales are, too much intenti-
on into indifcreet zeal and too much remif-
nefle and negligence by giving fcandall: for

E
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our conditionand ftate inthis, is as infirm
asin our bodies; where phyfitians confi-
der only two degrees; ficknefle,and neu-
trality ; for there is no healch inus. This,
Sir, I ufe to fay to you, rather to havefo
good a witnefle and correétor of my medi-
tations, then to advife; and yet todo that
too, fince it is pardonablein a friend : Not
toflack you towards thofe friends which
are religious in other clothes then we ; (for
Amici vitia fi feras facistua, is true of fuch
faules ) but to keep you awake againft fuch
as the place where you muft live will of-
ten obtrude, which are not onely naked,
without any fafhion of fuch garments, but
have neither the body of Religion, which
is morall honefty, and fociable faithfulnefs,
nor the foul, Chriftianity, I know not how
this paper fcaped laft week which Ifend
now;l was (o fure that [ enwrapped it then,
that I fhould be fo ftill, butthatI had buc
one copy; forgive itas youufetodo. From
Micham inas muchhafte, and with as 1l
Penand Inke, as the letter can accufe me

of;
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of; buc with the laft andthe nexc weceks
heart and affection.

Yours very truely and affectionarely
J. Donne.

To Sir Ho G.
S IR,

His letter hath more merit, then one
' of ‘more diligence, for I wrote it in
my bed, and with much pain.I have occafi-
on to fit late fome nights in ‘my ftudy,
(which your books makea prety library)
and now 1 finde that that room 'hath a
wholefome emiblematique ufe : for having
under it a vaule,Fmakethac promife me that
Ifhall die reading, fince my book and a
grave ‘are fo near. ‘But it hath another as
unwholefome , that by ‘raw vapors
rifing from'thence, (for [ can imputeitto
nothing elfe) Thave contracted a ficknefle
which I cannor name nor-deferibe. 'Forit
hath fomuch ofa contruall Cramp, that
it wrefts the finews, {o muchof a Tetane,

thatit withdraws and puls the'mouth; and
I
i0
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{fo much of the Gout, (which they whofe
counfell I ufe, fay it is ) that 1t is not like
to be cured, though Iam too haftyin three
days to pronounce it. If it bethe Gou, I
am miferable; for thac affeéts dangerous

parts, as my neck and breft, and (Ichink

fearfully) my flomach, but it will not kill
meyet; Ifhall be in this world, like a por-
terina great houfe, ever neareft the door,
but feldomeft abroad : 1 fhall have many
things to make me weary, and yet not get
leaveto be gone, If Igo, I will provide by
my beft means that you {uffer not for me,
i your bonds. The eftate which I fhould
leave behinde me of any eftimation, is my
poor fame, in the memory of my friends,
and therefore I would be curious of it,and
provide that they repent not to have loved
me. Sincemy imprifonment in my bed, I
have made a meditation in verfe, which I
calla Licany; the word you know imports
no other then fupplication,but all Churches
have one forme of fupplication , by that
name. Amongft ancient annals I mean
fome
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)tlik(c fome 200 years, Lhave met two Letanics
& ; in Latin verle, which gave me not the rea-

ree

o [ fon of my meditations, for in good faith [
ol .
b thought notupon them then, but they give

I kg |
E?]()Ui me a defence, if any man;toa Lay man,and
¥ . A - n J 4
- a private, impute it as a faule, to take fuch
kil iy g P g
divine and publique names, to his own
4 por- litele thoughts. The firft of thefe was made
door, by Ratpeitus a Monk of Suevia; and the
Many other by S.Notker,of whom I willg give you
otget this note by the way, that heis aprivate
de b Saint, for a few Parithes . they were both
i ) ’ s )
rme,  } but Monks;and the Letanies poor and bar-
T
hould barousenough ; yet Pope Nicolas the 5, va-
1smy lued their devotion fo much, that he cano-
ends, | nized both their Poems, and commanded
mand | chem for publike fervice in their Churches:
loved  §  mineis forlefler Chappels, which are my
bed,] § friends, and though a copy of it were due

hichl §  toyou, now,vyet lam fo unableto ferve m
ot Aay 2 asade -

1ports felf wich wricing 1c for you at this time,
p g y

irches (bemglomcv ftaves of ¢ lines) that I muft
y that | 10treat you to take a pmmnlc that you fhall
mean have the firft, for ztclhmony of that duty
fome F which
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which I owe to your love, and to my felf,
who am bound to cherifh it by my beft of-
fices. That by which it will deferve beft
acceptation, is, That neither the Roman
Church need call it defe&ive, becaufe ic

abhors not the particilar mention of the: -

blefled Triumphers in heaven; nor the
Reformed can difcreetly accufe it, of attri-
buting more then a re&ified devotion

ought todoe. The day before I lay down,,

I was at London, where I delivered your Let-
ter for ST Bd. Comway, and. received another
for you, with the copy of my Book, of
whichit is impofible for me to give you 2
copy fo foon,for it 1s not of much lefle then
300 pages. 1f 1 die, it fhall come toyou
in that fathion that your Letter defires it.
1f I warm again, (as Lhave often feen fuch
beg—gers as my indifpofition is,end them-
felves foon, and the patient as {oon) you
and I fhal fpeak together of that before it be
too late to ferve you in that command-
ment. Atthis timelonelyaflure you, that
I'have not appointed itupon any perfon,
nor
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norever purpofed to printit: which later
perchance you thought, and grounded
your requeft thereupon. A Gent. thac vifi-
ted me yefterday told me that our Church
hathloft M* Hugh Broughton, who 1s gone
tothe Roman fide. IThave known before,
that Serariusthe Jefuit was an inftrument
from Cardinall Baronius to draw him to
Rome, to accept a ftipend, onely to ferve
the Chriftian Churches in controverfies
with the Jews , without indangering
himfelfto change of his perfwafion in par-
ticular deductions between thefe Chriftian
Churches, or being enquired of or tempted
thereunto. And I hope he is no otherwife
departed from us. If he be, we fhall not
efcape fcandallin it ; becaufe, though he be
aman of many diftempers, yet when he
{hall come to eat aflured bread, and to be
removed from partialities, to which want
drove him, to make himfelf a reputation,
and raife up favourers ; you fhallfee in thac
courfe of oppofing the Jews, he will pro-
duce worthy things : and our Church will

2 per-
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perchance blufh to have loft a Souldier fic
for that great battell ; and to cherifh onely

thofe fingle Duclhlms between Rome and
England, ot that more fnglc, and almoft
felf-hom icide, between the unconformed
Minifters, and Bithops. 1 writto you laft
week that the plague increafed ; by which
you may fee that my Letters

opinien of the
fong, not that I make fuch trifles for praife,
butbecaufc aslongas you fpeak compara-
tively of it with mine own, and not abfo-
lutely,fo long Tam of your opinion even at
zhis time ; When I humbly thank God [ ask
& have,his comfort of fadder meditations;
Idoe not condemn in my [elf, that Ihavc
given my wit fuch evaporations,as thofe, if
they be free from prophaneners or obfccne
p;ovocanons S$*you would pity me if you
aw me write, and therefore will pnrdon
me if ] write no more: my pain hath drawn
my head fo much awry,and holds it fo
that mine eie cannot follow mine hand :
1 recetve you therefore into my prayers,
with

I
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with mine own weary foul,and commend
my felf to yours. 1 doubt not but next
week I fhall be good news to you, for I
have mending or dying on my fide, which
s two to one. If I continue thus, 1{hall
have comfort in this, that my B. Saviour
exercifing his Juftice upon my two world-
ly parts, my fortune, and body, refervesall
his mercy forthat which beft rafts it, and
moft needs it, my fouls 1 profefle to you
truly, that my lothnefle to give over now,
(eems to my felf an ill fign, that I {hall
write no more.

To.'.'rpou'frimd, and Gods poor patient,
Jo. Donne.

To my worthy and honoured friend M- George
' Garet.
S1IR,
Am forry, if yourcare of me have made
you importunc to any body elfe; yer 1
cannot be very forry becaufe it gives new
teftimontes of your favour to me,of which

I (hall ever be very glad, and (that which
F 2 15
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is my onely vertue) thankfull: fo defpe-
rate fortunes as mine, may well make
friends loth to doe curtefies, becaufe an in-
ability in deferving or requitingtakes from
them the honour of having donea curtefie,
and leaves 1¢ but the poor name of an alms;
and alms may begiven in eafier proporti-
ons, and more meritorioufly. Buc S*) by
what name or weight foever you efteem
this kindneffe which you have done me, I
valueitfo, asmightalone perfwade me of
your care of me; in recompenfe of which,
you muft be plealed to acceptnew affuran-
ces that [am

I pray let my fervicebe  Yonr very affectionate fervans,

prefented by you to . J. Donne.
Mt Roope.

To M- George Garet.

S1g,
I Have not received that Letter, which by
this,I perceive you fent to London ; if there
were any thing in that, by which I mighe
have taken occafion to have done you fer-
vice
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vice beforethis time , 1 havea double rea-
{on of grief for the want of it. T came from
thence upon Thurfday, where 1left Sic Tho.
Roe fo indulgent to his forrow, as 1t had
been an 1njury to have intcrruptcd it with
my unufefull company. I have done no-
thing of that kinde as your Letter 1nti-
mates, in the memory of that good Gentle-
woman ; if ©had, Ifhould not ﬁndc any
better ulc of it, thcn to put it into your
hands. You teach me what T owe her
memory ; and if I pay that debtfo, you
have a part and intereft in it, by doing me
the honour of remembring it : and there-
fore itmuft come quickly toyou. 1 hope
not for your return from Coure, till Icome
thither; which if 1 can be mafter of my felf,
or fervantto my felf, whichI think is all
one, [hopc to do fome ten daies hence, ma-
kmg itmy way to the Bathe. If you ﬁnd any
there that have not forgot my name, conti-
nue me in their favour, and hold in your
felfa firm aflurance thatTam

Your affetionate fervant  J. Donne.

To
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To M* Martha Garet.

MADAME,

Hough there be much merit, in the fa-
sT vour your brother hath done me in a
vifit, yet that which doth enrich and per-
fe& i, is, that he brought you with him
which he doth, as well by letting me fee
how you do,as by giving me occafions and
leave to talk with you by this Letter : if you
have any fervant, which wifhes you better
thenI, 1t muft bebecaufe heis able toput
his wifhes into a better frame_ and exprefle
them Better, and underftand proportion,
and greatnefle better thenI. [ am willing
to confefle my 1mpotencie ; whichis, thac

1 knew no wifh good enough foryou; if
any doe, my advantageis, that I can exceed
his, by adding mine toit. You muft not
think that I begin tothink thus; when you
begin to hear it, by a Letter ; As fometimes
by the changing of the winde,you begin to
hear a Trumpet, which {ounded long be-
fore you heard it; fo are thefe thoughts

of
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of you familiar and ordmary in me,

though they have feldome the help of
this cenveyance to your knowledge : am
lothto leave; foraslongas inany fafhion,
Ican haveyour brother and you here, you
make my houfe a kinde of Dorvey; but
fince I cannot ftay you here, I will come
thither to you; which 1do,by wrapping up

inthis paper, the heart of

Yonr moft affeétionate fervant
J. Donne.

-

T Sir Thomas Roe.

s IR,
is an eale to your friendsabroad, that
lyou are more 2 man of bufinefle then
heretofore ; for now it were an injury to
trouble you with a bufie Letter. But by the
{famereafon I were inexculable if I thould
not write atall, fince the lefle, the more ac-
ceptable; thercfore, Sir, nough I have no
more to [ay, but to renew the oblxgatnon:,
1 have towards you, and te continue my
G place

g
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lace in your love, I would not forbear to
tell you fo. IfIfhallalfo tell you,thac when
this place affords any thing worth your
hearing, I will be yourrelator, Ithink I take
fo long a day a5 you would forget the debr,
itappears yetto befo barren. Howloever
with every commodity, 1 {hall fay fome-
thing, though it be buta defcant upon this

plain fong,thatl am

Your affectionate fervant
J. Donne.

To all myfriends : SirH. Goodere.

S IR,
I Am not weary of writing ; it s the

courfe but durable garment of my love;
but Tam weary of wanting you. Thavea
minde like thofe bodies, which have hot
Livers, and cold flomachs; or fuchadil>
tempet astravelled me at Paris; a Fever,
and dyfentery:in which;thae which is phy-
fick to one infirmicy, nourithes the other.
So 1 abhor nothingmore then fadneffe, ex-
cept the ordinary remedy, change of com-

pany..
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pany. Icanallow my felf to be dnimal focia
leappliable to my company but nex gregale,
to herd my felf inevery troup. Itis nor per-
feétly erue whicha very fubtil yet very deep
wit Averroes fays, that all mankinde ham
but one foul, which informes and rulesus
all as one Intelligence doth the firmament
and allthe Starres 1n ic; asthough a parti-
cular body were too little an organ fora
foulto play upon. And itis asimperfect
which is taughe by that religion w is moft
accommodate to fenfe(l dare not fay to rea-
fon(though it have appearance of that too)
becaufe none may doubt but that that reli-
gion is certainly beft, which is realonableft)
Thac all mankinde hath one protecting
Angel ; all Chriftians one other,all Englith
one other,all of one Corporation andeyery
civill coagulatlon or fociety one other ; and
every man one other. Though both thefe
opinions exprefle a truth; which is,thar
mankinde hath very ﬂrong boundsto co-
habit and concurre in other then moun-
tainsand hills during his life. Firft, com-
G 2 maQn,
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mon , and muwall neceflity of one ano-
ther; and therefore naturally in our de-
fence, and fubventions we firft flic to our
felves ; next, to that which islikeft, other
men. Then, naturall and inborn charity,
beginningat home, which perfwades us
to give, that we may receive : And legall
charity, which makes us alfo forgive. Then
an ingraffing in one another, and growing
together by a cuftome of fociety : and laft
of all, firi& friendfhip, in which band
men were {o prefumed to be coupled, that
our Confeflor King had a law, that if a
man be killed, the murderer fhall pay a fum
felago fuo, which the interpreters call, fide i-
gato, et comite vite. All thefe bands I willing-
ly receive, for no man is lefle of himfelf
then1: nor any man enough of himfelf,
To be fo,is all one with omnipotence. And
1tis well marked, that in the holy Book,
wherefoever they have rendered Almighty,
the word is Self-fufficient. I think fome-
times that the having a family fheuld re-
move me farre from the curfe of Ve oli.
Bue
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But in fo ftri¢t obligation of Parent, or
Husband, or Mafter, (and perchance itis
fo in the laft degree of friendfhip ) where
all are made one, [am not the lefle alone,
for being in the midft of them. Theretore
this oleum letitie this balme of our lives  this
alacrity which dignifies even our fervice to
God, this gallant enemy of dejetion and
fadnefle, (for which and wickednefle the
Iralian allows but one word, Z7iffe: And
in full condemnation whereof it was pro-
phefied of our blefled Saviour, Non erit
triftis, in his converfation) muft be fought
and preferved diligently. And fince ic
grows withoutus,wemuft befure to gather
1t from the right tree. They which place
this alacrity only in a good confcience,
deal fomewhat too roundly with us, for
when we aske the way, they fhew usthe
town afar off: Willa Phyfitian confulted
for health and ftrength, bid you have good
finews and equall temper? It is true, thac
this confcience is the refultance of all other
particular actions; it 1sour triumphand
G 3 ban-
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banquet 1n the haven ; but I would come
towards that allo, ( as Mariners fay )
with 2 merry winde. Our nature is Mete-
orique, we refpect ( becaufe we parrake (o)
both earth and heaven; for asour bedies
glorified fhall be capable of fpirituall joy,
{o our fouls demerged into thole bodies,
are allowed to partake earthly pleafure.
Our foul is not fenc hither; only to go back
again : we have fome errand to do here:
nor is it fent into prifon, becaufe it comes
innocent : and he which fencic, is juft. As
we may not kill our felves , fo we may not
bury our felves: which is done orendan-
gered in a2 dull Moenaftique (adnefle, which
is {o much worfe then jolity (forupon that
word I durft
And certainly defpair is in-
finitly worle, then prefumption : both be-
caufethisisan excefle of love, that of fear;
and becaufe this is up, thac downthe hill
eafier,and more ftumbling. Heaven is ex-
prefled by finging, hell by weeping. And
though our blefled Saviour be never noted
to

evel
mil
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wiid

to have laughed, yet his continuance is (2id
ever to be (miling. And that even moderate
mirth of heart, and face,andall I 'wifhto
my felf; and perfwade you to keep. This
alacrity is not had bya general charity and e-
quanimity toall mankinde, for thatisto
feek fruit in a wildernefle : nor from a {in-
gular friend, for that is to fetch it out of
your own pocket: but the various and
abundant grace of it, is good company. In
which no rank, no number, no quality,
butill, and fuch a degree of that as may
corrupt and poyfon the good, is exempr.
For in nearer then them, your friend and
fomewhat nearer then he, in your [elf you
muft allow fomeinordinateneffe of affecti-
ons and paffions. Foritis not true thatthey
are not natural, but ftormes and tempefts of
out bloud and humours : for they are na-
turall, buc fickly. And asthe Indian priefts
exprefled an excellent charity, by building
Hofpitalls and providing chirurgery for
birds and beafts famed by mifchance | or
age, ot labour: fo muft we, not cut off

but
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but cure thele affeCtions, which are the

beftiall part.

To sir H, Goodere.

S IR,
Very tuefdayl make account thatl turn

agreac hour-glafs, and confiderthata
weeks life is run ouc fince I wric, Bue if [
aske my felf what I have donein the laft
watch, or would do in the next, I can fay
nothing; if I fay that I have pafled it wich-
out hurtmg any, fo may the Spiderin my
window. The pnmmve Monkes were
excufable 1n their retirings and enclofures
of themlelves : for even of them every one
cultivated his own garden and orchard,
thatis, his foul and body, by meditation,
and manufadtures; and they oughe the
world no more fince they confumed none
of her {weetnefle, nor begot others to but-
den her. But forme, if I were able o hul-
bandall my time fothriftily, as not oncly
notto wound my foul inany minute by
a¢tuall finne, but not to roband coufen her

by
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by giving any part to pleafure or bufinefle,
buc beftowit all upon her in meditation yet
evenin that I fhould wound her more, and
contraét another guilcinefle: As the Eagle
Wwere very unnaturall if becaufe the 1s able
todo it, fhe thould pearch 2 whole day
upon a trcc ftaring in contemplation of
the majeftic ‘and glory of the Sun, and let
her young Eglets ftarve in the neﬁ Two
of the moft precious things which God
hath afforded us here, for the agony and
exercife of our fenfe and fpiric, which are
a thirft and inhiation after the next life,
anda frequency of prayer and mcdxtauon
in this,are often envenomed and putrefied,
and ftray into a corrupt difeafe : foras God
doth thus occafion, and pof tively concurre
to evill that whena man is purpofed to do
agreat ﬁn ,God infufes fome good thoughts
which make him choofe a lefle fin, or
leave out fome circumftance which aggra-
vated that; {o the devill doth not only fuffer
but provoke us to fome things naturally
good, upon condition that we fhall omit
H fome
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fome other more neceflary and more obli-
gatory. And this is his greateft fubuley ,
becaufe herein we have the deceitfull com-
fort of having done well, and can very
hardly fpie our errour becaufe itisburan
infenfible omiflien, and no accufing act.
With the furft of thefe I have often fulpected
my felf to be overtaken; whichis, witha
defire of the next life: which though I
know it is not meerly out of a wearine(le
of this, becaufe I had the fame defires
when 1 went with the tyde,and enjoyed
fairer hopesthen now: yet I doubt worldl

encombranceshave encreafed it.I wouldnot
thatdeath fhould take me afleep. I would

not have him meerly feife me jand onely:

declare me to be dead, but winme, and
overcome me. When I muft fhipwrack,
1would do icin a Sea,where mineimpo-
tencie might have fome excufe’; not in a
{ullen weedy lake, where Icouldnot have
fo much as exercife-for my fwimming
Therefore I would fain do fomething ;
buc that I cannet tell what,is nowonder.

For

L. T N s T

Vo )

s @ e i P I . =L

ey =S
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a Fortochufe,isto do: but tobe no parcof
5o any body, is to be nothing. Atmoft | the
’ greateft perfons, are but great wens, and

e excrefcenes; ‘men of wit and delighefull
- converfation, butas moales for ornament,
ft&' except they be fo incorporated into thebo-
ted dy of the world thatthey contribute fome-
ha thing to the fuftentation of the whole. This
pl I'made account thac I begun early when I
ell undetftood the ftudy of ourdaws = but was
ites diverted by thewotft voluptuoufhes which
yed is an Hydroptique immoderate defire of
dly 4 humanelearning ‘and . languages : 'beauti-
not full ornaments to great fortunes ; but mine
uld needed an occupation, and a coutfe which
ely Tthought T entred ‘well into, when I'fub-
and § mitted my felf to fuch afervice,as Lthought
ck might imployed thofe poor advan-
po- tages, which Thad. And there I ftumbled
na too, yet [ would try again : for to this hour
e f Iam nothing, -or [olitcle, that Tam fcarce
ng fubjeét and argament good enoughforone
g ; of mine “own letters: yevIfear,chat doth
det not'ever proceed from agoodioot, thacl

For H 2 am
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amf{e well content to be lefle, thatis dead.
You:Sir,are farreenough from thefe de-
{cents, your vertue keeps you fecure,and
your naturall difpofition to mirth will pre-
ferveyou; but lofe none of thefe holds,a
{lipis often as dangerous as a bruile,and
though you cannot fall to my lownefle, yet
in a much lefle diftraction you may meet
my fadnefle; for he isno fafer which falls
from an high towerinto the leads,then he
which falls from thence to the ground:
make therefore to your felf fome mark, and
go towards it alegrement.. Though Ibe
in fuch a planetary and erratique fortune,
that I can do nothing conftantly, yet you
may finde fome conftancy inmy conftant
advifing youto 1t.

Your hearty true friend
J. Donne.

I came this evening from M. Jones his houfe
i Eflex, where M. Martin bath been , and left
a relation of Captain Whitcocks death perchance it #s
10 niews t0you, but it wasto me; withous doubt want

broke




Perfons of Honour. 53

S—
fead,
> de.. broke bim ; for when M, H(\)llanvds_ company by
Jand reafon of the plague broke, the Captain fought to be at
Lpte. M ", .Jr)‘ncs bou/e,. who in her f.wbaan aj’g/cnc.c
lds 2 declining it be went in the nf(g].vt, bis by carrying bis
and cloakbag, on foot to the Lord of Suflex,who going next
; yet day to Imnt? the Captain ot tbm Jick, told bzm he
n,1cct would- [ee /:xr?f no mare. A Cl,v.zpluz.n came up to kzr;z,
falls to whom be deli w'rcd an account of his underftanding,
o and I hope, of his beliefe, and foon after dyed ; and my
Lord hath buryed bim with bis own Anceflors. Per-
.ur;g d ehance bis life needed a longer fickne(Je, but a man may
l’I b gofafter and fafer, Wwhen be enjoyes tb.{t day 11(gl~{ of a
clear and [ound undeiftanding, then in the night o
s twilight of an agueor other difeafe. And the grace of
LT Almighty God doth every thing [uddenly and baftily,
fane but depart from us 2t inlightens us, warms us beats us,
| ravifhes us, at once. Such a medicin, I fear bis incon-
Friewd ' fideration needed ; and I hope as confidently that be

3 bad it. As our [oul is infufed When it is created,
and created when it is infufed, [0 at ber going out Gods

1 mercyis had by asking, and that 1s asked by having.

Left your Polelworth carrier [hould coufen me I fend

myman With this letter early to London,whithei

| this Tue[day all the (ourt come toa Chriftening at
f H > Arondell

2
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Arondell boufe, and flay in _t?;mz fo that Ll fap

the good Lady andwitte agum tomorrow teyou,if

any thing be occafioned theer  which concens you, and
Iwill tell ber fo ;. next daythey are to retuwrn to Ham-
pton, and pon friday the King to Royfton.

To Sir H. Goodere.

S IR,
Fthis which Ifend youinclofed give me
right intelligence, I prefent you a way by
which you may redeem all your former
waftes, and recompenfe your ill fortunes,
in’having fometimes apprehended ‘unfuc-
cesfull {uits and (that which I prefume you
affet'moft ) eafeyour felf from all future
inquifition of widowes orfuch bufinefles
asaske fo over induftrious a purfuit,as de-
veft 2 man from his beft happinefle of'en-
joying himfelf. I give you (Ithink)the firft
knowledge, of two millions confifcated to
the Crown of England: of whichI daie
affure my felf the coffers have yet touched
none,norhave the Commifsioners for fuits
any
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any thing to oppole againit a fuit founded
upon this confilcation, though they hold
never (o ftrictly co their inftrucions. After
you have ferved your felf with aproportion,
[ pray make a petition in my name for as
much as you think may begiven me for my
book eut of this; for ,but out of this, I have
no imagination. And for a token of my de-
fire to ferve him, prelent M. Fowler
with 3 or 4000 li.of this fince he was {o re-
folved never to leave his place, withouta
fuit of that value.] wifh your coufen 1n the
town, better provided;but if he be not, here
isenough for him. And fincelam ever an
affeGtionate fervant to thagjourney,acquaine
M. Martin from me, how ealie 1t will be
togeta good pat of this for zigima, Upon
the leaft petition that M. Brook can pre-
fent he may make 1\iﬂ1f€lf\\fh©l¢ again, of
all which the Kings lervants M. Lepron
and maftar Wateray/e ‘have endammaged
him. Give him leave to offer to M,
Hakewill enough to pleafe himfelf, for his

Aurom. Regine. And 1f M. Ghgrard have
no
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no prefent hopefull defigne upon a worthy
Widow , let him have fo much of this as
will provide him that houfe and coach
which he promifed to lend me at my re-
turn. If M. Inago Fones be not fatisfied

for his laft Maske ( becaufe I hear fay it -

cannot come to much) here is enoughto
behad: This is buta copy, butif Sir Ro.
Cotton have the originallhe will not deny it
you if he hathit not,no body elfe hath i,
nor can preventyou;husband it well, which
you may eafily doe, becaufe I affure my felf
none of thechildren nor friends of the par-
ty condemned will crofle you or impor-
tune the King for any parc. If I get no
more by it yet it hathmade me a Let-
ter. And Sir ( to depart from this Mine)
in what part of my Letters {oever you find
the remembrance of my humble fervice
tomy Lord of Bedford,1 befcech you ever
think them intended for the firlt,and in thae
ranke prefent them. Ihave yet received but
one Letter from you which was of the
10 of December by M. Pory, but you fee that

as

/16
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as long as there is one egge leftin the neft, I
never leave laying, nor fhould althmmh
you had fent none [mcc all aclaft will not
amount to fogooda tc{hmony as Iwonld
fain give how much Iam

Your affeitionate fervant and lover,
J- Donne.

Str, Twrite this Letter in no cvery great degree of a
convalefcence from [uch flormsof a flomach colick as
kq;zm ina continnall vomiting, /é that 1 know not

vat I /boul | have been able to doe to difpatch this
wuzdc , but that an bonef? fever came and Was my phy -
fick = Ltellyou of it onely lef? fome report fhould make
it wor(e, for me thinks that they who love to adde to
news [hould think it a m: xﬂcr ptece tobe able to [ayno
woi[e of any ill fortune of mine then it deferves, fince
commonly it wjul'cs worfe then they can (ay, but they
didnot, and 1am reprieved. I finde dying to be like
thofe faéts which denying makes felony : whena fick-
nefJe examines s, and we confefS that we are willing
todie, we cannot, but thofe who are-—--incurre the
penalty = and Imay die yet, if talkng idly be anill
fign. God be with you.

I To
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To the [ame.

SIR,

T is in our State ever held for agood fign
Iro change Prifon, and nella 613110 1a de
me T will think it fo, that my ficknefle hath
ngcn me leave to come to my London-pri-
fon. I made no doubt but my entrance-pain
(for it was fo ratherthen a fickneffe, but
that my fadneffe putrefied and corruptcd it
to that name) affected you alfo; for nearer
Contra&s then generall Chriftianity, had
made us fo much towards one, that one
part cannot efcape the dxﬁempcr of the o-
ther, Iwastherefore very carefull, as well
to flack any forrow which my danger
might occafion 1n you; as togive you the
comfort of having been heard in your
prayers for me, to tell you as foon as my
pain remitted what fteps 1 made towards
health which 1 did laft week. This Tuef
day morning your man brought me a Let-
ter, which (if he had not found me at Lon-
don) Ifee he had a hafty commandmentto
have

fa
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have brought to Micham. S* though my for.

tune hath made mefuchas I am, rather a
ficknefle and difeale of the world then any
partofit, yet I efteemed my felf fo far from
being fo to you, as I efteemed you to be far
from being fo of the world, asto meafuire
men by fortune or events. Iam now gone
fo far towards health asthere is not 1infir-
mity enough leftin me foran affurance of
fo much noblenefle and cruth, asyour laft
Letteris to work upon, that might cure a
greaterindifpofition thenl am now in:And
though if Ihad died, I had not gone
without teftimonies of fuch a difpofition
in you towards the reparation of my for-
tune, or prefervation of my poor reputati-
on; yet I would live, and be fome {uch
thing as you might not be afhamed to
love. Your manmuftfend away this hour
in which he vifits me; and I havenot yet
(for 1 came laft night) offered to vific my
La. Bedford, and therefore have nothing to
fay, which fhould make me grudge this
ftraitnefle of time.He tels me he fends again

12 upon
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upon Thurfday,and therefore 1 will make an

end of this Letter, and pertect it then., |
.
] ] e - s drlyr e
doubt mv Letters have 1 C ¢ duly to
. ] : hae | WIrIrieY 1 " 11
VOILIT | LA, alil nati Writing Inmy dun-

)
.

: ,
reon of Michim without dating, have made

s e

e Chronolegie and fequence of my Let-

-

Lers Fcli\\;\c d to you 5 howloever you fhall
not be rid of this Ague of my Letters,
lhuu:_;:\ }‘,clLH.l'.‘.Cc the fit change daies. 1
havereceived ina narrow compalle three
of yours, one with the Catalogue of your
Books, another 1 found here lefc laft Sater-
day by your man, and this which he

b:ough: me this morning Sir, | dare it

no longer in my waltcoat, nor have any
thing worth the danger of a relaple to

write. | owe youfomuch of my healch, as
I would not mingle you in any occafion of
’\F.‘Lll'lflg 'Af’ and ohererore nere ‘1?1\ !L'.“.\'C (0o
kifle your hands, and bid you good mor-
:ow and farewell.

-
ONY VEry'trae Iriend 4 Aant
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To S H. G.

S 1R,

T fhould be no interruption to your

pleafures, to hear me often fay that I love
you, and that youare as much my medita-
tionsas my felf: Ioften compare not you
and me, but the fphear in which your re-
folutions are, and my wheel ; both I hope
concentrique to God : for me thinks the
new Aftronomie is thus appliable well,chat
we which are alittle earth, fhould rather
move towards God, then thathe which is
fulfilling,and can come no whither,fhould
movetowards us. Toyour life full of vari-
ety, nothing is old, nor new to mine; and
asto that life, all ftickings and hefications
feem ftupid and ftony, fo tothis, all fluid
flipperinefles, and tranfitory migrations
feem giddieand featherie. Inthatlife one
is ever in the porch or poftern | going in or
out, never within his houfe himfelf: It is
agarment made of remnants, a life raveld

outinto ends, a line difcontinued, and a
I3 num.
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number of {mall wretched points, ufelefle,
becaufe they concurre not: A life buile of
paft and future,not propofing any conftant
Prcfcnt ; they have more pleafures then we,
but net more pleafure; they joy oftner, we
longer ; and no man but of fo much under-
ftanding as may deliver him from being a
fool, would change with a mad-man,
which had a better proportion of wit in
his often Luctdis. Youknow, they which
dwell fartheft from the Sun, if inany con-
venient diftance, have longer daies, better
appetites, better digeftion, better growth,
and longer life: Andall thefe advantages
have their mindes who are well removed
from the {corchings, and dazlings, and ex-
halings of the worlds glory : but neither
of our lives are 1n fuch extremes; for you
living at Court without ambition, which
would burnyou, or envy, which would
deveft others,live inthe Sun,notin the fire:
And ['which liveinthe Country without
ftupefying am not in darknefle,but in fha-
dow, which isnot nolight, bue apallid,

wa-
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waterifh, and diluted one. Asall fhadows
are of one colour, if you refpect the body
from which thcy are caft (for our fhadows
upon clay will be dlrty, and in a garden
green, and flowery) foall retirings intoa
{hadowy life arealike from all caufes, and
alike fubje& tothe barbaroulnefic and 1n-
fipid dulnefle of the Country: onely the
emploiments; and that upon which you
caftand beftow your pleafure, bufinefle, or
books, gives it the tin¢ture,and beauty. But
truly whcrcfoever we are, if we can b tell
our felves truly what and where we would
be, we may make any ftate and place fuch ;
for we are fo compofed, that if abundance,
or glory fcorch and melc us, wehavean
carthly cave, our bodies, to go 1nto by con-
fideration, and cool our felves : and if we
be frozen, and contragted with lower and

_dark fortunes, we have within us a torch, 2

foul,lighter and warmer then any without:
weare therefore our own umbrella’s, and
our own funs. Thefe, Sir, are the fallads
and onions of Micham, fent to you with as

whole-
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wholefome affection as your other friends
fend Melons and Quelque-choles from
Ceurt and London, If I prefent younot as
ood diet as they, Iwould yetfay grace to
theirs, and bid muchgooddo it you. I
{end you, with this,a Letter which I fentto
the Countefle. It 1s not my ufe nor duty to
doe fo but for your having of i, there were
buttwo confents, and I am fure you have
mine,and you are {ure you have hers. 1alfo
writ to her La? for the verles fhe fhewed
in the garden, which I did not onely to
extort them, nor onely to keep my promile
of writing, for that I had donein the other
Letter, and perchance fhe hath forgotten
the promxfe nor onely becaufe thml\ my
Letters juft good enough for a progrefle,
but becaufe I would write apace o her,
whileft it 1s poffibleto exprefle thac which
[yet know of her, for by this growth 1 fee
how foon fhe w ill be incffable.

SIR,

R
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fom SIR, ,
:ztc » THough my friendfhip be good for
4 [(; nothing elle, it may give you the pro-
” fic of a tentation, ot of an atfliction : It may
iy excule your patience ; and though itcan-
ifyto notallure, it fhall importune you. Though
Vit 1 know you have many worthy friends of
bave all rankes, yet 1 adde fomething, fince I
Llfo which am of none, would fain be your
ewed friend too. There is fome of the honour
ly to and fome of the degrees of a Creation, to
omile makea friendfhip of nothing. Yet, notto
other annihilate my felf utterly (for though it
oten feem humblenefle, yet it is a work of as
k my much almightinefle, to bring a thing to
»gre[fc, nothing, as from nothing ) though Ibe not
> her, § of the beft ftuffe for friendfhip, which men
shich § _ofwarm and durable fortunes only are, I
hife cannot fay that I am not of the beft fafhion,

s iftruth and honefty be that; which Imuft

ever exercife,towards you becaufe I learned

SIR, itofyou: forthe converfation with wor-
thy men, and of good example, (though it

fow
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fow not vertue in us, yet produceth and

ripeneth 1t. Your mans hafte, and mine to
Micham cuts off this Letter here, yet,as 1n
lictell paterns corn from a whole picce, this
may tell you what all I am. Thoughby
taking me before my day (which Iaccoun-
ted Tuefday) I make {hort payment of this
duty of Letters, yet Thave alitcle comfort
in this, that you fee me hereby, willing to
pay thofe debts which I can, beforemy
time.

Firft Saturday in Yowr affectionate friend
March. 1607, J.. Danne,

You forget to fend me the Apology; and many tomes,

Lthink it an imjary tovemember one of apromife | le
it confeffew dftruft. But of the book by eccafion of
reading the Deans anfwer to it | Thave [ometimes
[omte want.

To

.
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Tothe Commteffe of Bedford,

Happieft and worthicft Lady,

Do not remember chat ever [ have (cena

petition 1n verle, I would noz cherefore
be fingular, nor adde thele to your other
papers. Ihave yetadventured {o nearasto
make a petition for yerfe, it is for thole your
Ladifthip did me the honour to fee in
T wicknam garden, except you repent your
making; and having mended your judge-
mentby thinking worle, that s, betcer, Ec—
caule jufter, of their fubjedt. They muft
needs be an excellent exercile of your wit,
which fpeake fo well of foill: I humbly
beg them of your Ladufhip, with two fuch
promifes astoany other of your compofi-
gions were threatnings: thac I will not (hew

them,and that] will not beleeve them;

and nothing fhould be {0 ufed that comes

from your brain or breaft. If 1 (hould con-

fefle a fade in the boldnefle of asking

them , or make 2 fauk by doing i

m alonger Leter , your Ladilbip mighe
K 2

ule
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ufe your ftyleand old fafhion of the Court
towards me, and pay me with a Pardon.
Here therefore I humbly kifle your Ladi-
thips fair learned hands, and wifh you
good wifhes and fpeedy grants.

Your Ladifbips fervant
J. Donne.

To the Honourable Knight Sir H. Goodere.

Ecaufe things be conferved by the fame

 means, which eftablifhed them, I nurfe
that friendfhip by Letters, which you be-
got fo: though you have fince ftrengthened
it by more folid aliment and real offices. In
thefe Letters from the Country there is this
merit, that I do otherwile unwillingly turn
mine eye or thoughts from my books,com.
pantons in whom there is no falfhood nor
frowardnefle : which words, Iam glad to
obferve that the holy Authours often joyne
as expreflers and " relatives to one another,
becaufe elfe out of a naturall defcent to that
unworthy faule of frowardnefle, furthered
with
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our ‘ . : :

don with that incommodity of a lice thinne

ad houfe; I fhould have miftaken it tobea

you fmall thing, which now I fee equalled
with the worft. Ifyou havelaid my papers
and books by, I pray let this meflenger have

van them, I have determined upon them, If
you-have not, be content to do it, inthe

P nextthree or four days. So, Sir, I kiffe your
hands; and deliver to you an intire and

: clear heart; which fhall ever when Iam

.am{e with you be in my face and tongue,and

Jlére when [ am from you, in my Letters, for [

l c& will never draw Curtain between you

e and it

. In ‘

this From yonr houle at Yours very affeltionately
Micham friday morning. J- Donne,

tura

- Whenyos are fometimes at M. Sackvills, I pray

AL aske if be bhave this book , Baldvinus de ofhcio

dto pii hominis in controver(iis;it was written at the

- conference at Poifly | where Beza Was, and be an

y fwered it; T long for .

hat

ted K 3 T

ith
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To S H.G.
SIR,

Hope you are now welcome to Londo,
and well, and well comforted in your
Fathers healch and love, and well conten-
ted that weask you how you doe;and cell
ouhow we are, whichyerI cannot ef my
felf; If Iknew chatlwereill, Twere well
for we confiftof three parts;a Soul and Bo-
dy,and Minde : which 1 call thole thoughes
and affetionsand paflions, which neither
{oul nor body hath alone, but have been be-
gotten by their communication; as Mu-
fique refules out of our breath and a Cornet.
And ofallthele the difeafes are cures if they
be known.Of our fouls ficknefles, which
are {mnes, the knowledge is, 1o acknow-
ledge,and that is her Phyfique, in which
we are not dieted by drams and foruples,
for we cannot taketoo much. Ofour bo-
dies infirmities, though ourknowledge be
partly ab extrinfeco fromthe opinion of the
Phyfiian, and thatthe {ubject and matter
be
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be flexible,and various ; yet their rules are
certain, and if the matrer be righcly applyed
to the rule, our knowledge thereof is alfo
certain. But of the difeales of theminde,
there is no Gritertwm | no Canon | norule;
for, our own tafte and apprehen(ion and
interpretation fhould be the Judge,and thac
is the*difeale it felf. Therefore (ometimes
when 1 finde my felf tranfported with jol-
lity, and love of company, I hang Leads at
my heels ; and reduce to mythoughts my
fortunes, my years, the duties of aman,of a
friend, of a husband,; of a Father, and all
the incumbencies of a family: when fad-
nefle dejects me, either [ countermine it
with another fadnefle, or I kindle(quibs
about me again, and flie into fportfu(}ncﬂc
and company: and I finde ever after all that
Iam like an exorcift, which had long la-
boured about one, which at laft appears to
have the Mother | that T flill miftake
my difeafe.And I ftill vex my felf with chis,
becaufe if 1 know it not,nobodycan

knowit. And I comfort my felf, becaule
I
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Ifee difpafsioned men are {ubject to the
like ignorances. For divers mindes out of
the ame thing often draw contrary.con-
clufions, as Auguftine thought devouc Antho-
nyto be therefore full of the holy Ghoft, be-
caufe not beingable to read, he could fay
the whole Bible, and interpret it; and
Thyreus the Jeluic for the fame reafon doth
thinkeall the Anabaptifts to be poflefled.
And as often out of contrary things men
draw one conclufion. As to the Roman
Church, magnificence and fplendor hath
ever been an argument of Gods favour, and
poverty & affliction,to the Greek,Out of this
variety of mindes it proceeds, that though
our fouls would goeto one end, Heaven,
and allour bodies mult go to one end, the
earth : yet our third part, the minde; which
is our natarall guide here, choofes to every
man a feverall way: fcarce any man likes
what another doth, nor advifedly,, that
which himfelf. But Sir,1ambeyond my
purpofe; Imeanto writea Letter,and I am
fallen into a difcourle, and 1.do net only

take

BT B "smmea
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take you from fome bulfinefle, buc I make
you anew bufinefle by drawing you into
thefe meditations. In which let my open-
nefle be an argument of fuch love as I
would fain exprefle in fome worthier fa-

fhion.

10 SiGe E,

SIR,
Writ to you once this “‘week before; yet
I write again , both becaufe it feems a
kinde of refifting of grace, to omitany
commodity of fending into England , and
becaufeany Pacquet from me into England
{hould go,not only without juft fraight,but
without ballaft, if 1t had not a letter to yon.
In Letters that I received from Sir H. Wotton
yefterday from dmyens, 1 had one of the
8 of March from you, and wich it one from
M, Danterey, of the 28 of Fanuary: which
isa ftrange difproportion. But Sir, if our
Letters come not in due order, and fo
make nota certain and concurrent chain,
L yet
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yet if they come as Atomes , and fo meet

at laft, by any croeked, and cafuall applica-
tion, they makeup, and they nourifh bo-
dies of friendfhip;and in that fathion I
mean one way or other, firft orlaft, Thope

all the Letters which have been addrefled

to us by oneanother, are fafely arrived, ex-
cept perchance that pacquet by the Cook
be not, of which before this time youare
cleare; for Ireceived (asItold you)aLet-
ter by M. Nat. Ruch,and if you fent none
by him, then 1t wasthat Letter, which the
Cook tells you he delivered to M. Rich,
which, with all my criticifmes, I cannor re-
concile ; becaufe in your laft Letter, I find
mention of things formerly written, which
1 have not found. However, Iam yetin the

fame perplexity, which I mentioned before;

which 1s, that I have received no fyllable,
neicher from her felf, nor by any other,
how my wife hath paffed her danger, nox
do I know whether 1 be increafed by a
childe, or diminifhed by the lofle of 2 wife.
Yhearfrom Bngland of many cenfures of my

book,
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book,of M. Drury;if any of thofe cenfures
do but pardon me my defcent in Printin

any thing in verfe, (which ifthey do, they
are more charitable then my felf; forI1do
not pardon my felf, buc confefle thac I did
it againft my confcience, that is, againft my
own opinion, that I {hould not have done
fo) I doubt not buc they will foon give
over that other part of that indictment,
which is chat I have faid fo much; for no
body can imagine, thatI who never faw
her,could have any other purpofein that,
then that when I had received fo very good
teftimony of her worthinefle,and was gone
down to print verfes, it became me to fay,
not what I was fure was juft truch; buc che
beft thac 1 could conceive; for thar had
been anew weaknefle in me, to have prai-
fed any body in printed verfes, that had
not been capable of the beft praife that 1
could give. Prefently after Eafter we (hall
(Ithink) go to Frankfoid to be thereatthe
cle&ion, where we fhall meet Sir A Wotton
and Six Ro.Rich, and after that we are de-

2 termined
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cermined to pafle fome time, inthe Pala-
tinate. Igothither with agreat deale of de-
votion ; tor me thinkesit is 2 new kinde
ofpny that as Pilgrims went heretofore
to P‘n:a which had been holy and happy,
folgotoa placc now, which fhall be fo,
and more, by the prcﬁmg of the wort ncil
Princefs otthc world, if that marriage pro-
ceed. Thave no greater errand to the place
then that atmy return into England, I may
be the ficter to ftand in her plclcncc, and
that after I have feen a rich and abundaac
Countrey, 1n his beft lcalons,lma\ fee thac
Sun which fhall always keep 1t 1n thac
height. How{oever we Ih.l_\, if you have
leafure to write at any time, adventure by
no other way, then M. Bruer ac the Queens
Armes, a\rlerccr in (Cheapfide. ‘1 fhall omit
no opportunity, of which I doubt notto
finde more then one before we go from
Paris. Therefore give me leave to end chis,
in which if you did not finde the remem-
brance of my humbleft fervices to my Lady
Bedford | your love and faith ougmocry
all

a B3

-
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ofd all the experiments of pouders,anddryings,
- and waterings to difcover feme lines which il
\(\ndc - WOARE 1.1 1
_ appeared not; becaufe itis impoflible thac
'[OFOI‘C - i el
i 2 Letter fhould come from me, W ich fuch
1;”1)")’ an ungratefull filence.
(v
i 01 Youy very true poo Friend and
thleﬁ _(l/.,('/.l ana lover
;CPI'O- . J. Donne.
lace "This day begins a Hiftory, 0 " which I doubt not but
In ) S )7 . 3
e I/]'.:// write more to you before [ leave this town. Mon-
6 émd Jrex de Rohan, 4 1;.,,/bn for/*irt/.’,m.\'t beiie to the
Eﬂ ﬁn, 1\1)1:\\(07‘7{6 0/ Nﬁ\ﬁ\', 'z,/t“. the 1\-‘)1\'515 (J,JJIUI)(I/ the
Cha Kmg'of Spaintc Were weary of it ) and fo allyance,
n that forme i law toD. Sally, and fo breédurig ms the Wars
have and'¢ftate, the moft emarkable man of the Religion,
e by being’ Governonr of S:Jean & Angeli ., one of the
Jucens mof¥ impor tant towns which they of the Religion bold
| omit for ther ﬁm;it),ﬁm{ifg that [ome diftafts bct}bcen the
notto Lieutenant and the Maor of the town,anl bim, were
’ frqm d.m;rrouﬂ)_fmu’n{c.i by gweat perfons ,/MCf om (Ot{rt,
dehis, ¥ rode poft to the town and removed thefe two perfons.
mem- He [ent bis [ecretary’, and anotber dependent of bis to
Lady give the Queen [asisfaction, whais [0 far fromecei-
Loy ping it, that bis meffengers are committed to- the
all L 3 Baftile
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Baftile, likely to be prefently tortured ; all bus friends‘

here commanded to thetr boufe;, and the Queens: com-
panies of light borfe [ent already thitherward, and

00t companies preparing with troops being fent againfi
aplace | fo much concerning t.bojé of the Religion to
keep, and where they abound in number and [frength,

cannot chufe but produce effects worthy your bearing
i the next Lettei .

To Sir H, G.
SIR,

EcaufeIam ina place and feafonwhere
B Ifee every thing bud forth,I muftdo
fo too,and vent fome of my meditations
to you; the rather becaufe all other buds
being yet withou tafte or virtue, my Let-
ters may be like them. The pleafantnefle
of the feafon difpleafes me. Every thing re-
frethes,and I wicher, and I grow older and
not better, my ftrength diminifhes, and
my load growes, and being to pafie more
and more ftormes, 1 finde thatI have not
only caft out all my ballat which nature

and
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and time gives,Reafon and difcretion and
fo am as empty and light as Vanity can
make me; but Ihave over fraught my felf
with Vice, and foam riddingly fubje&t to
two contrary wrackes, Sinking and Over-
fetting, and under the 1niquity of fucha
difeale as inforces the patient when he is al-
moft ftarved, not only to faft, butto purge.
For 1 have much to take 1n, and muchto
caft our, fometimes I thinke it eafier to dif-
charge my felf of vice then of vanity, as one
may fooner carry the fire out of a room
then the fimoake : and then I fee it wasa
new vanity tothink {o. And when Ithink
fometimes that vanity, becaufe it 1s thinne
and airie, may be expellcd with vertue or
buﬁncﬂc, or fubflantiall vice; T findethat
I give entrance thereby to new vices. Cer-
tamnly as the earth and water, one(ad, the
other fluid, make butonebedie: fotoaire
and Vanity, there is bucone Centrum morbe.
And that which later Phyficians {ay of our
bodies, is fitter for our mindes: for that
which they callDeftruétion whichis a.cor-

ruption
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ruptionand want ot thofe tundamentall
part whereof we C(‘:‘.lii}, 1s Vice: and that
Collectin fFercorum whichis but the excrement
()ft‘n.ltL‘m:nr'ion, s our Vanity and indif-
crerion : both thele have but ene root in
me,and muft be I"'ilcd outatonce, or ne-
ver Butl am fo farre from diggng to it, that
I know not where it is, for it 1s not in mine
eyes only, burin every 1Lnl(, nor in-myicon.
LUPHLU]CC only, but in every power and
afletion. Sir, 1 was \\1llmqmlct\oulgc
how 1mpot Lﬂ[fl man you lu\c not to dif-
hearten you from domﬂ fo fill (for my
vices are not infe&ious, nor wandnnb,thcy
came not yefterday, nor mean to go away
to day : they Inne not,but dwell in me, and
fee themfelves fo welcome,and find in me
{o good bad 1 company ofoxlc another, that
thcy will not change, efpecially to onc not
appre henfive, nor eafily acceflible )butl do
1t thatwur counlcllmlght cure me, and 1f
you LL[]\ that,your example fhal, for [ wyill
as much Rmcco be like you asIwill wifh
you to continue good.

To

—

.
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d that To the Honourable K- S H. Goodere one of the
ement Gent. of bis Majefties privy Chamber.
Indif SIR.
RN OU may remember that long fince
,'or‘nc. you delivered M® Fowler pofle(Tion of
It,thay me, butthe wide diftance in which [ have
1 mine lived from Court, makes me reafonably
yon, fear, that now hcl\nows not his right and
et and powerin me, though he muft of nccdﬁy
joulee have all, to whom youand I joynin a gift
todif of me, as we did to him, fo that perchance
ormy he hath a fervant of me, which might be
gthey pafled in a book of concealment. If your
away leifure fuffer ic, 1 pray finde whether 1be in
eand him ftill,and conferve mein hislove; and
 1nme fo perfect your own work, or doeit over
r, that again, and reftore me ro the place, which
ne not by your favour I had in him. For M* Powel!
utldo who ferves her Ma*¥ as Clerk of her coun-
andif B fell, hath told me that M* Fowler hath fome
[wil purpofe to retire himfelf; and thereforel
with would fain forall my love, have fo much
of his, as to finde him willing when I {hall
To M fCCl\'
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feek him at Court, to lec me underftand his
purpofe therein; for if my means may
make me acceprable to theQueen and him,
I fhould be very forry, he fhould make fo
farre fteps therein with any other, that 1
fhould fail in it, onely for not having fpoke
to him foon enough. It were an injury to
the forwardnefle of your love to adde
more; here therefore I kiffe your hands,
and commend to you the truth of my love.

Frommy lodging in the Strand,  Your very affectionate

whirber 1 [ball vetrrn on Mun- fervant and lover
day, 23 June 1607. Jo. Donne.
To S H, G.
SIR,

OU husband my time thriftily,when

you command meto write by {uch a
meflenger, as can tell youmorethen I can
write, for {o hedoth not enely carry the
Lerter,but is the Lester.But that the naming
of fome things, may give you occafion to
ask him farther, and him toopen himfelf
unto you, give me leave to tell you, thacthe
now

PO IT="T  Ey  R
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now Spa, Embaffadour proceeds in the old
pace,the King hath departed from his ordi-
nary way fo farre, as to appoint g of the
Councell to treat with him ; but when the
came to afiy approaches, he anfwered, that
he brought onely Commifsion to propofe
certaimrthings, which he was ready to doe,
but he had no inftruétions to treat, bucex-
peéted them upon an other return from his
Mafter. So that there 1s notreaty for the
marriage begun yet : for Tknow you have
heard Olivarez his free acknowledgement,
that til thePrince came,there was no thoght
of it. The King in his gefts of this progrefs,
hath determined it,” not asheretofore, at
Windfor, but at Farnham during pleafure: fo
he is within a journey of Southampton ; and
even that circumftance addes to fome other
reafons,that he expects the Princethis Sum.
mer, and that Six W, Grofts, 1n his laft dif-
Fatchcs, enlarged the Prince in his liberty,
rom his Father to come away if he would.
Amongft all the irregularitiesof this age, to
me this is as ftrange as any, That this year
M2 ~ there
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there is no peace, and yet no {word drawn 1n
the world; &itisa loft conjecture to think
which way any of the Armies will bend.
Here it is 1magined,that Yukendorfe and Gabor
(for, for any concurrence of love, itis buta
dream) may fo farre diftrefle Bobemia, as
that Tully muft be recalled thicher ; and that
if he be, Biunfwikes way is open into Baviere,
where he may recompenfe great lofles,
whileft Mansfield and Gonzales, and his Ex-
cellency andSpinola keepthe ballance even in
their parts, by looking upon another. This
noble friend of yours is in his laft minute;
in this Town; and I am going into the
Coach with my  Lo.to Hamwarth, 1f] might
have forborn the fealing the reft till my re-
turn from thence, you might have heard
fomething more from

Lonr very true poor friend and humble

Jervant inChr.J¢ef.  J. Donne.

T N . ~ 7 -
No ','amzej]e makes me fm get my [m’tcc to

your daugl ters : If my Bell were to//mg I [hould
pray for i cm, 'and though my Letter be fealing;
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Lleave not ont my Wifbes, that their fortunes
may [econd thetr goodneffe. Amen.

To Sir H. G.
S IR,

THis Tuefday morning , which hath

brought me to London, prefents me
with all your Letters. Me thought it was
a rentday, I mean {uchas yours, and not as
mine ;and yet fuch too, whenI confide-
red how much I ought you for them,
how good a mother, how fertill and
abundanc the underftanding is; if fhe
have a good father; and how well
friendfhip performs that office. Forthat
which is denied in other generations is
donein this of yours : for here 1s fuperfeta-
tion childe upon childe, and chat which is
more ftrange, twins ata latter conception.
Ifin my fecond religion, friendfhip, I had
a confcience either errantem to miftake good
and bad and indifferent, oropinantem to be
ravithed by others opinions or examples,

or dubiam to adhere to neither part,or [cinpu-
M3 lofam

=
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lofam to encline to one, but upon reafons
light in themfelves, or indifcuffed inme,
(which are almoft all the difeafes of confci-
ence) I might miftake your often,long and
bufie Letters, and fearyoudid butintreat

me to have mercy upon you and fpareyou ; -

for you know our Court took the refoluti-
on, that it was the beft way to dilpatch the
French Prince back again quickly, to re-
ceive him folemnly, ceremonioufly,and ex-
penfively, when he hoped a domeftique
and durable entertainment. I never meant
to excell you 1n weight nor price; but in
number and bulk I thought I mighe, be-
caufe he may caft up a greater fumme who
hath but forty {mall monies, then he with
twenty Portuguefles. The memory of
friends, (I mean onely for Letters) neither
enters ordinarily into bufied men, becaufe
they areever emploied within, nor into
men of pleafure, becaufe they are never ac
home. For thefe wiihes therefore which
you won out of your pleafure and recreati.
on, you wereas excufable to me 1f you
writ
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writ feldome, as Six A, Wotton 1s, under the
opprefsion of bulinefle, or the necefsity of
feeming fo; or more then he, becaule I
hope you have both pleafure and bufinefle :
onely tome, who have neither, this omif-
{ion were finne; for though writing be
not of the precepts of friend(hip, but of the
counfels, yet,asin fome cafes to fome men
counfels become precepts, and though not
immediately from God, yet very reundly
and quickly from his Church, (as felling
and dividing goods in the firft time, conc1-
nence in the Romane Church, and order
and decencie 1n ours ) fo to me who cando
nothingelfe, it feems tobinde my confci-
ence to write ; and it 1s finne to doe againft
the conlcience, though that erre. Yet no
mans Letters might be better wanted then
mine, {ince my whele Letter is nothing
elfe but a confelsion thac I fhould and
would write. 1owed you a Letter in verfe
before by mine own promife, and now
thatyou think that you have hedged in that

debtbya greater by your Letter in verfe, I
think




88

Letters to /Efuemll

think itnow moft feafonable and fafhio-
nable for meto break. Ac leaft, to write
prefently, were to accule my felf of not ha-
ving read yours {o oftenas fuch a Letter
deferves from youto me. To make m
debt greater (for fuch is the defire of all,
who cannet or mean not to pay) 1 pray
read thefe two problemes: for fuch light
flafhes as thefe have been my hawkings in
my forry journies. Iaccompany them with
another ragge of verfes, worthy of thac
name for the fmalnefle, and age, for 1t hath
long lien among my other papers, and
laughs at them that have adventured to
you: for I think till now you faw it nor,
and neither you, nor it fhould repent it.
Sir, if [ were any thing, my love to you
might mulciply it, and dignifieic : But in-
finite nothings are butone fuch ; yet fince
even Chymera’s have fome nameand cicles,
Iamalfo

Yours.

To
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Yours.

To

Perfons of Hononr.

To your [elfe.
SIR,
IF this Letter finde you ina progrefle, or

at Bath, or atany place of equall leafure
toour Spa, you will perchance defcend to
reade fo low meditations as thele. Nothing
in my L. of Salisburies death exercifed my
poor confiderations fo much as the multi-
tude of libells. It was eafily difcerned fome
years before his death, that he wasacade-
fenfive war both for his honour and health,
and ( as we then thought) forhiseftate :
and I thought, that had removed much of
the envy. Befides, I have juft reafons to
think, that in the chiefeft bufinefles be-
tween the Nations, he was a very good pa-
triot. ButImeantto fpeake of nothing but

the libells, of which, all which are broughe .

into thefe parts, are fo tafteleffe and fla,
that I proteft to you,I think they were made
by his friends. It is notthe firft time that
ourage hath feen that art pradtifed, That
when there are witty and fharp libels made

which
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which not onely for theliberty offpcaklng,
but for the elegancie, and compofition,
would take dccp root, and make durable
m* preflionsinthe memory, no other way
ath been thoughe fo fit to fuppreflechem,
as to divulge (ome courle, and railing one :
for when the noife is rilen, that libels are
abroad, mens curiofitie muft be ferved
with {omething: and 1t is better for the
honour of the perfon traduced, that fome
blunt downright railings be vented, of
which every bod) is foon weary then other
pieces, which entertain. us longjwuhadc-
light,and love to the things themlelves. |
doubt not but he {moothered fome libels a-
gainfthimin hislife ime. Buc [ would all
thele ( ox better ) had been made then; for
they might then have wroughtupon lum
and they might have teftified thac the Au.
thorshad meantto mend him,but now they
can have no honelt pretence. 1darefayro
you, where [am not eafily mifinterpreted,
that there may be cales where one may do
his Countrey good [eryice; by libelling a-
gainft
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gainft a live man, .For, where a man isei-
ther too great; or his Vices too generall to
be brought under a judiciary accufation,
thereis no way, but this extraordinary ac-
cufing, which we call Libelling And Thave
heard that nothing hath foupled and al-
layedthe D. of Lerma in his violent great-
nefle, fo much as theoften libels made up-
on him. But after death, it is,in all cafes,
unexcufable. Iknow that Lucifer, and one
or two more of the Fathers who writ libel-
lous books againft the Emperours of their
times, are excufed by our writers, becaufe
they writ not in the lives of thofe Empe-
rours. [am glad for them that they writ not
in their lives, for that muft have occafioned
tumule, and contempt, againft (o high and
Soveraign perfons. Buc that doth not
enough excufe them to me, for writing (o
after their death, for that was ignoble,and
uftleffe, though they didalictle efcape the
nature of libels, by being (ubfcribed and a-
vowed : which excufe would not have
ferved in the Star-chamber, where fealed

N2 Letters
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Letters havebeen judged Libels ; but thefe
of which we {peakear this prefent,areca-
pable of no excufe, noamolithment, and
therefore I cry you mercy,and my felf too,
for difliking them,with fo much diligence,
forthey deferve not that. But Sir, you fee
by this;and by my Letter of laft week from
hence the peremptory barrenneffe of this
place, from whence we can write nothing
into England, but of that which comes from
thence. Tillthe Lady Werfler camehither,
I had never heard any thing to make me
imagine that Sit Rob. Rich was in. England,
the firft hour thacI had knowledge of i, I
kifle his hands by this Letter. 1 makeac-
countto be in London, tranfitorily, about the
end of Auguft. You fhall do me much fa-
vour, if I may finde a Letter from you ( if
you fhall not then be there) at the Lady
Bartlets : 1{hall come home in much igno-
rance, nor would I difcern home by a bet-
ter light, orany other then you. Ican glo-
ry of nothing in this voyage, but that L have
affliéted my Lady Bedford with few Letters.
I
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1 proteft earneftly to you, it troubles me
much more to difpatch a pacquet into Eng-
Jand without a Letter to her, then 1t would
to put in three. Butl have been heretofore
too immodeft cowards her, and I fuffer this
Purgatory for it. We make account to leave
this place within 8 or 10 days,and hence
to make our beft hafte to the CountMaurice,
where we think to finde again the young
Palatine: all this I tell you only becaufe
when you know, that we {hall runtoo faft
t6 write any more Letters, you may eafily
Pardon the importunitics and impertinen-
cies of this,and caft intonolower place of

your love

Spd, 26 July here Your very trie friend and [ervant
1612, J. Donne.

Tomy Lord G. H.

S IR,

Am near the execution of thatpurpole
[ for Francethough I may have other ends,
yetif it do but keep me awake, it recom-

N 3 penles
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penfes me well. I am now in the afcer-
noon of mylife; and then 1tisunwhole.
fome to {leep. It is ill to look back, or give
over in a courfe; but worfe never to fec
orir. 1 fpeaketoyou at this time of depar-

ting, as I {hould do at my laftuponmy

death-bed ; and I defire co deliver into
your hands a hearrand affections, as inno-
centtowards you, as Ifhall to deliver my
{oul 10to Gods hands then, I {ay not this
out of diffidence,as though you doubted i,
or that this fhould look like fuchan excufe,
as implyed an accufation ; ‘buc becaufe m

fortune hath burdened you fo, as Icould
not rectifie itbefore my going, my confci-
ence and interpretation (feverer Ihope then
yours towards my felf) calls that 2 kinde of
demerit, but God who hath not only af-
fordedusa way to be delivered from our
great many debts, - contracted by our Exe-
cutorfhip to Adam, but alfo another for our
particular debts after, hath not left poor
men unprovided, for difcharge of morall
and civill debts’; in which;acknowledge-

mentg
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ment,and thankfulnefle is the fame, as re-
pentance and contritionis in {piritual debts:
and though the value and digpity of all
thefe be not perchance in the things, but in
the acceptation, yet I cannot doubt of it,
either in God, or you. Bur Sir, becaufe
there is fome degree of thankfulneffe in
asking more ( for that confefles all former
obligations, and a defireto be flillin the
fame dependency) I muft intreat you to
continue that wherern you have moft ex-
prefled your love to me, which is,to nmain-
tain me in the fame room in my Lady Bed-
fords opinion, in the which you placed me.
I profefleta you that 1 am too much bound
to her, for exprelsing every way her careof
my fortune, that | am weary before fheis ;
and ot of a loathnefle, that fo good works
{hould be beftowed upon fo illftuffe,orthat
fomuchill fortune fhould bemingled with
hers, asthat fhe fhould miffeany thing that
fhedefired, though it werebutforme; I
am willing to depart from farther exerci-

fingher indevours in: that kinde. I fhall be
bold




Lettersto feverall

bold todeliver my poor Letters to her La-
difhips hands, through yours, whileft lam
abroad though I fhall ever account my
felf ac home, whileft 1 am in your me-

mory-
Your affeltionate fervant and lover
J. Donne.

To Sir H.G.

S IR,
N Ature hath made all bodies alike, by
mingling and kneading upthe fame
elements in every one. Andamongft men,
the other nature,Cuftome, hath made every
minde like fome other; we are patterns,or
copies, we informe, orimitate. Butas he
hath not prefently atuained to writea good
hand, which hath equalled one excellent
Mafter in his 4, another in his B, much
lefle he which hath foughtall theexcellent
Mafters; and imployed all his time to ex-
ceed in one Letter, becaufe not fo much an
excellency of any nor every one,asan even-
nefleand proportion, and relpect to one
another




tke, by
i€ [ame
fmen,
severy
£ns,or
as he
1good
ellent
much
ellent
(0 ex~
chan

even-
) one

other

Perfons of Honour.

another gives the perfection: o is no man
vertuous by particular example. Not he
that doth all aétions to the pattern of the
moft valiant, or liberall, which Hiftories
afford : nor he which chufes from every
one their beft attions, and theréupon doth
fomething like thofe. Perchance fuch may
be i1 via perficiendorum,; which Divines al-
low to Monafticall life, buc not perfectorum,
which by them is only dueto Prelacy. For
vertue is even,and continuall and the ame,
and can therefore break nowhere, nor ad-
mit ends, nor beginnings : it is not only
not breken, but not tyed together. He 15
notvertuous, out of whofe actions you can

ick.an excellent one. Vice and her fruits
may be feen, becaule they are thick bodies,
but not vertue, which is all light; and vices
have {wellings and fits, and noile, becaufe
being extreams, they dwell farafunder, and
they. maintain both a forein war againft
vertue, and acivill againft oneanother,and
affe& Soveraignty, as vertue doth fociety.

The later Phyfitians fay, that when our
naturall
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natutallinborn prefervative is corrupted-or
wafted, and muft bereftored by a like ex-
tracted from other bodies; the:chief careis
that the Mummy have init no excellt

qualisy , but an equally digefted temper:

And fuch 1s true vertue. Bur men who

have preferred money befereall, think they
deak honourably with: vertue, 1fthey com-
pare her with, money :  And thiok thav as
money is not called bale;till theallay exceed
thepure; fo they are vertuous: enough, if
theyhav eepough comakesheiractionscur-
rang, which is, if either they ger praife, on
(in a lower abafing ). if: chey incurre: not
infamy, or penalty,. Buc you know: wha
faid, Angufla: innocentia efb adtlgem:bonum ffeq
whichirile being given: for-pofitive-Laws;
feveremifkakers apply even to Gods Law,
and ( perchance:againft bis: Command-
ment)' binde themfelves tohis Counfails,
beyond hisLaws. Butthey are: worfe, that
thinke: that becaule: fome men formerly
waltfull] live: betrer with half theirrents
then theydid - withall; being now advanta-

ged
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ged with difcretion and experience, there-
fore our timesneed lefle moral vertue then
the firft, becaule we “have Chriftianity,
which isthe ufe and application of all ver-
tue: asthough ourreligion were bue an ‘art
of thrift, to make a liccle vertue go far. For
as plentifull fprings areficteft, and beft be-
come largeAqueduéts fo doth much vertue
fuch afteward and officef as 2 Chriftian.But
I muft not give you a Homily for a Letter.I
faid agrear while fince, that cuftome made
men like; wewho have been accuftomed
to one another are Itke in this, that we love
not bufinefle: this therefore thall not be
toyou nor meabufie Letter. lend witha
probleme, whofe ¢rrand is, to dske for his
fellowes. T pray before you ingulfe your
felf in che progrefle, leave them for me, and
fuch other of my papers as you will lend
metill you return. And befides this Alle-
goricalllending, fend me truely your cotn-
fafls, and love God and me, whileft [love

himand you.
0 : To
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Tomy wery true and wery good friend
Sir Henry Goodere.

SIR,

AT fome later reading, I was more af-
L fected with that part of your Leter,
which is of the book, and the namelefle
Letters, then at firft. 1 am not forry, for
that affeGtion were for a jealoufie or fufpici-
on of a flexibilty in you. But I am angry,
thatany fhould think, you had in your Re-
ligion peccant humours ;. defeétive , or
abundant | or that fuch a booke, ( if
I miftake it not) fhould be able to work
upon you ; my comfortis, thattheir judg-
ment istoo weak to endanger you,fince
by this it confefles, that it miftakes you,in
thinking you irrefolved or various: yet let
me be bold to fear, that that found true opi-
nion, thatinall Chriftian profefsionsthere
is way to falvation (which I think you
think ) may have been fo incommodioufly
or intempeftively fometimes urtered by
you, or elfe your having friends equally
near
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near you of all the imprelsions of Religion,
may have ceftified fuch an indifferency, as
hath occafioned fome o further fuch incli-
nations, as they have miftaken to be inyou.
This I have feared becaufe hertofore the in.
obedient Puritans, and now the over-obe-

dient Papifts atcempt you It hath hurt ve-
heir confcience,nor ends,
but in their reputation, and ways, that o-
thers have thought them fic tobe wrought
upon. As fome bodies areas wholefomly
neurifhed as ours, with Akornes and en-
dure nakednefle, both which would be
dangerous to us,if we for them fhouldleave
our former habits; though theirs were the
Primitive dict and cuftome: foare many
fouls well fed with fuch formes,and dref-
fings of Religion,as would diftemper and
misbecome us, and make us corrupt to-
wards God, if any humane circumitance
moved it, and "in the opinion of men,
though none. Vou f{hall feldome fec a
Coyne, upon which the ftamp - were re-

moved, though to imprint it better, but it
O 3 looks

)

ry many, not in t
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looks awry and {quint. And {o, for the
moft part,do mindes which have received
divers impreffions. Iwill not,nor need to
you,comparethe Religions. The channels
of Gods mercies run through both fields;
and they are fifter teats of hisgraces yet both
difeafed and infected, but not both alike,
And T think, that as Copernicifme m the Ma-
thematiques hath carried earth farther up,
from the ftupid Center; and yet not ho-
noured it, noradvantaged it,becaufe for the
neceflity of appearances, 1t hath carried
heaven fo much higherfromit:fo theRoman
profefsion feems to exhale, and refine our
wills from earthly Drugs, and Lees, more
then the Reformed, and fo feems to bring
us nearer heaven; but then that carries
heaven farther from us, by makingus pafs
fo many Courts, and Offices of Saints in
this life,in all our petitions, and lying ina
painfull prifon in the next, during the plea-
fure, not of him to whom we go,and who
muft be our Judge, buc of them from
whom we come, who know not our cafe:

Sll‘,
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Sir, as k faid laft time, laboar to keep your
alacrity and dignity , in an even temper:
for in a dark fadmeffe, indifferent chings
feem abominable, or neceflary, being ne:-
ther; astrees; and fheep to melancholique
night-walkers have unproper fhapes. And
when you defcend to fatisfie alt men in
your own religion,or to excule othersto al;
you profticuce your felf and your under-
ftanding, theugh not a prey, yetamark,
and a hope, and a fubje, for every fophi-
fterin. Religion to work  on.- For the other
art of your' Letter; fpent in the praifeof
the Countefle; I am always very apt to be-
leeve it of her , and' can never beleeve it fo
well, and (o reafonably, as now when' it
isaverred by you; but for the exprefsing
itto her, in thacfort as you'feem: to coun-
faile, Fhave thefe two reafons to declinerr.
That that knowledge whicly flie hath of
me, was 111 the beginning of 2 graver coutle,
then of a Poet, into which ( that Tmay al«
fo keep- my dignity ) I would'no: feem to
relapfe: The Spanifh- proverb: informes

me,
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me, that he 1s a fool which cannot make
one Sonnet, and he is mad which makes
two. The other ftronger reafon, is my in-
tegrity to the other Countefle; of -whofe
worthinefle though 1 {wallowed your opi.
nion at firlk upon your words, yetl have
had fince an explicic faith , and now a
knowledge : and for her delight (lince fhe
defcends tothem ) Thad relerved notonly
all the verfes, which I fhould make, bucall
the thoughts of womens worthinefle. But
becaufe I hope fhe will not difdain, that I
{hould write well of her Pi&ure, I have o-
beyed you thus far,as to write: butintreat
you by your friendfhip, that by this occafi-
on of verfifying, I be not traduced , nor
efteemed light in that Tribe, and thachoufe
where Lhave lived. Ifthofe reafons which
moved you to bid me write be not con-
ftancinyoun flill, orifyou meant notthatI
{hould write verfes ; or if thefe verfes betoo
bad, or too good, over or under her under-
ftanding,and not fit; 1pray receive them,
asa companion and fupplement of this
Letter
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Letter toyou ; and as fuch a token as Tufe
tofend, whichufe, becaule I wifh rather
they fhould ferve (except you wifh other-
wile)l fend no other ; butafter I have told
you,that here at a Chriftning ac Peckam,you
are remembred by-divers of ours, and I
commanded to tell you fo, I kifle your
hands, and fo feal to you my pure love,
which 1 would not refufe todo by any la-
bour or danger.

Yonr very true friend and [ervame
J. Donne.

To S* G.M.

IF you were here, you would not think
me importune, if 1bid you good mor-
row every day ; and fuch a patience will ex-
cufe my often’ Letters. No other kinde of
conveyance is better for knowledge, or
love : What treafures of Morall knowledge
are in Senecaes Letters to onely one Luctlius 2
and what of Naturall in Plintes thow much
of the ftorie of the time, 1s in Ciceroes Let-
P ters?
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ters? And how all of thele times, in the
Jefuites Eaftern and Weftern Epiftles?
where can we finde fo perfect a Character
of Phalaris,as in bis own Letters , which
arealmoft fo many writs of Execution ? Or
of Brutus, as in his privie feals for monie 2
The Evangiles and A&, teach us what to
beleeve, buc the Epiftles of the Apoftles
whatto do. And thofe who have endevou-
red to dignifie Seneca above his worth,have
no way fitter, then to imagine Letters be-
tween himand S. Panl. ~ As they think alfo
that they have exprefled an excellent perfon,
in that Letter which they obtrude, from
our B. Saviour to King Agabarus. The Ita-
lians, which are moft difcurfive, and think
the world awes them all wifdome, abound
fo muchin this kinde of exprefsing, that
Michel Mentaige (aies, he hath feen, (as I re-
member) 4c0 velumes of Jialian Letters.
Bue it isthe other capacity which muft
make mine acceptable, that they arealfo
the beft conveyers of love. But,though

all knowledge be inthole Authors. already,
yet,
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- (er be in the bicing of their Tarentola .-
th,have crved to be 1n the biting of their Tarentola, g
ers be. that i affects no longer, then the flie lives. R
ink allo For with how much defire we read the pa-
etfon pers of any living now, (elpecially friends) b
g which we would fcarce allow a boxe in !
bedic: our cabinet, or {helf in our Library, if they ¢
okl weredead 2 And we dojuftly inic, forthe
ol writings and words of men prelent, we
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4 and reccive latisfaction from the authors

E;[er: l3ut the other we muft bcl‘c.cvc)or difcrcdic‘; \
out B C0CY prefent no mean. Since then ac this "
ad tume, [ am uponthe lhge,you may be con- |
Lt tent to hear me. And'nowdmt pc\rchanc;l 'r
Lxead:;' have broughtyou to it, (as Thom, Badger did ‘
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the King) now I have nothing to fay. And
it1s well, forthe Letter is already long e-
nough, elfe let this probleme {upply, which
was occafioned by iyou, of women wea-
ring ftones; which, it feems, you were
afraid women fhould read, becaule you
avert them at the beginning, with a prote-
ftacion of cleanlinefle. Marttall found no
way fitter to draw the Romane Matrons to
read one of his Books, which he thinks
moft morall and cleanly, then to counfell
them by the firft Epigram to skip theBook,
becaufe 1t was obfcene. Bur either you
write notat all for women, or forthofe of
fincerer palates. Though their unworthi-
neffe, and your own eafe be advocates for
me with you, yet I muft adde my entreaty,
thatyou let goe no copy of my Problems,
till I review them, If icbetoo late, atleaft
be able totell me who hath them.

!
Yours,
J- Donne.

T
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Send not my Letters as tribute, nor inte-
Ircﬂ, not recompenfe,nor for commerce,
nor as teftimonials of my love, nor provo-
kers of yours, nor to jultifie my cuftome of
writing, nor for a vent and utterance of my
meditations; for my Letters are either a-
bove or under all fuch offices ; yet I'write
very affectionately, and Ichideand accule
my felf of diminifhing that affetion which
fends them, when [ask my felf why : one-
ly 1 am fure that I defire that you might
havein your hands Leters of mine of all
kindes as conveyances and deliverers of me
to you, whether you accept me asa friend,
or as apatient, or as a penitent, or as a
beadfman , for I decline no jurildiction,
or refule any tenure. 1 would not open any
doore upon you, but look in when you
openit. Angels have not, nor affect not
other knowledge of one another, then they
lift to reveal to oneanother. It is then 1n

thisonely, that friends are Angels, that they
y 3 are
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are capable and fit for fuch revelations
when they areoffered. If at any time 1
feem to ftudie you more inquifidively, itis
for no other end butto know how to pre-
fent you to God in my prayers, and what
to ask of him for you; foreven that holy
exercife may notbe done inopportunely,no
nor importunely. 1 finde litcle errour in
that Grecians counfell, who faies, If thou
ask any thing of God, offer no facrifice, not
ask elegantly, nor vehemently, but remem-
ber that thou wouldeft not giveto fuch an
asker : Nor in his other Countriman, who
affirms facrifice of blood to be fo unpro-
portionableto God, that perfumes, though
much more {pirituall, are too grofle.  Yea
words 'which are our {ubtilleft and delica-
teft outward creatures, being compofed of
thoughts and breatly, are fo muddie, (o
thick, that our thonghts themfelves are fo,
becaufe (exceptatthefirft rifing) they are
ever leavened with paflions and affe&ions :
And that advantage of nearer familiarity
with God, which theact of incarnation

gave
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gave us, 1s grounded npon Gods affu-
mmﬂm not our going to him. And, our
accefles to hi sprclmcc are but his defcenss
imtous ; and when we get any thing by
prayer, he gave us before. hand the thmg
and thc petion. For, [ {carce think any
ineffetuall prayer free from: both fin, and
the punifhmentof fin: yetas God fepofed
a feventh of our time for his exterior wor-
fhip, and as his Chriftian Church carly
prefented him atype of the whole yearin 2
Lent, and after impoled the obligation of
canonique hours conflituting thereby mo-
rall Sabbaths every day . I am farre from
dehorting thofe fixed devotions: Buc I
had rather 1t were beftowed upon thank(=
giving then petition upon praife then pray-
er; not thatGod is 1ndeared by that, ox
wearied by this; all isone inthe receivér,
but not in the ﬁnder and thanks doch
both offices; for, nothing doth fo inno-
cently prov oke new graces, as graticude. |
would alfo rather make (hort prayers then
extend them, though God can neicher be
fur-

. ..
et S i
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iurpn(cd nor bchcgcd for, long prayers
have more of the man, as ambitionof elo-
quence, and a compl.ucnuc in the work,
and more of the Devil by ohcnul}radx-
ons : for, after in thebeginning we have
well intreated God to hearken, we [peak no
more to him. Even this Letter is fomeex-
ample of fuch infirmicie, which being in-
tended for a Letter, is cxtcndcd and llra) ed
into 2 Homilie. And whatfloever is not
what it was purpofed, is worle, therefore
it {hall aclaft end likea Letter by afluring

youlam

To your {(/(
SIR,

It Germander P ool your noble friend and

fellow in Armc> hath been at this
houfe. I findeby thcxrulxgcnt Inquiring
from me, that he hath affured them that he
hath much advanced your proceeding, by
his refignation ; but cooled them again
with thlS that (hLL Spencer pretends 1n
his
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‘i?zlers his room. I never feared his, nor any mans
two:\)( diligence in that; I feared onely your re-
gy | mifnefle , becaufe you have a fortune thac
e * can endure, and a nature that can almoft i
¢“tiae be content tomifle. But Thad rather you i
pcak 1o exercifed your Philofophy and evennefle in §'%‘
ome ex- fomethings elfe. He doth not nothing ﬂ%
INg 1n- which falls cleanly and harmelefly ; buche it
m‘“)“d wraftles better which ftands. 1 know you
£15 not can eafily forgive your felf any negligences
hetefore and {lacknefles, buc I am glad that you are
afluring £ ingaged to fo many friends, who either by v
' your felf, or fame have knowledge ofit. Y
T & In all the reft of them there is a worthinefle, ¥
and in mea love which deferves to be fa- !,
tishied, In this therefore,as youare forward W
in all chings elfe, be content to do more for
end and your friends then you would for your felf;
at this endevour itthat is effect it. it
1?2;??}% T wefday. Your very true friend and lover ;:
iing,by J. Donne. it
1 again '
Lcndg; mn Q To

his
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7o Sir H. G.

SIR, "
IN the Hiftory or fyle of friendfhip,

which 1s beft written both in'deedsand
words,a Letter which is of a2 mixed nature,
and hath fomething of both, is a mixed Pa-
renthefis: Itmay be left out, yet it contri-
butes, though not to the being, yetto the
verdure, and frefhneffe thereof. Letters
have truly the fame office, as oaths. Aschefe
amongft light and empty men, arebucfil-
lings, and paufes, and interjeftions; buc
with werghrier, they arefadareftations:So
are Lettersto fome complement, and obli-
gation 16 others. For mine;as I never au-
thorized my fervant to lie in' miy behalfe,
(ferifitwere officiousin it ivmightbe
wortfe in me ) foTallow my Letters mach
lefle that civill dithonefty both becaule they
go from me more confiderately, 4nd be-
caufe theyare permanent;for in them I may
{peak to youinyour chamber a year hence
before [ know not whom and not hear my

felf.
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fel. They fhall cherefore cver keep the fin-
cerity and intemeratenefle of the fountain,
whence they are derived. And as wherefo-
ever thele leaves fall the root is tn my heart,
fo fhall they, as that fucks good affeétions
towards you there have ever true imprefli-
ons thereof. Thus much information is
in very leaves, that they can tell whacthe
tree is,and thefe cantell you ' Tam afriend,
and an honeft man. Of what generall ufe,
the fruic fhould fpeake, and I have none :
and of what particular profit to you, your
application and experimenting {hould cell
you,and you can make none of fuch ano-
thing; yeteven of barren Sycamores, (uch
as|, there were ufe; ifeicher any light flafh-
ings, or [corching vehemencies, or (udden
{howres made you need fo thadowy an
example or remembrancer. Buc (‘Sir)your
fortuneand minde do youthis happy in-
jury that they make all kinde of fruics ufe-
lefle unto you ; Therefore I have placed
my love wifely where I need communicate
nothing. -All this, though perchance you

QR read
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read it not till Michaelmas, was told youat
Micham, 1 5. Auguft. 1607.

T 0 my moft worthy friend Sir Henry Goodere.

SIR,
Ecaufe evennefle conduces as much to
ftrength and firmnefle as greatnefle

doth, I would not difcontinue my courfe
of writing. Itisa facrifice, which though
friends need not , friendfhip doth; which
hath in it fo much divinity, that as we muft
be ever equally difpofed inwardly fo <o
doeor {uffer for it, fo we muft fepofe fome
certain times for the outward fervice there-
of, though 1t be but formall and teftimoni-
all:that time to me towards you is Tuel(day,
and my Temple, the Rofe in Smith-field.

If I were by your appomcment your Refe-
rendarie for news, [ fhould write but fhort
Letters, becaule the times are barren. The
low Countries, which ufed to be the Mart
of news for this feafon, fuffering alfo, or ra-
ther enjoying a vacation. Since therefore I
am
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am but mine own Secrerary (and what’s
that?) 1 were excufable if I writ nothing,
fince 1am fo: Befides that, your much
knowledge brings you this difadvantagc,
that as ftomachs accuftomed to delicacies,
finde nothing new or pleafing to
them when they arefick ; fo you can hear
nothing from me (though the Countrey
perchance make yeu hungry ) which you
know not.Therefore in ftead of a Letter to
you, 1 fend you oneto another , to the beft
Lady, who did me the honour to acknow-
ledge the receit of one of mine, by oneof
hers; and who only hath power to caft
the fetters of verfe upon my free meditati-
ons : It fhould give you fome delight, and
fome comfort, becaufe you are the firft

which fee it, and it 1s thelaft which you'

{hall fee of this kinde from me.

Micham the Your very affettionate lover and fervant
14 Auguft. J- Donne.
23 To
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To Sir I, H

STR,

Would not omic cthis, not Commodity,

but Advantageof writing to you. Thus
empainelle in Lomon dlonm s any Letrer
from hence,asin the lcalon:, earlinefle and
latenefle, makes the {fowrenefle, and afcer
the fweetnelle of fruits acceprable and gra-
cious. We often excufe and advance mean
Authors, by the age in which they lived,
{o'willyour love do this Letter; and you
will tell your felf, thacifhe which wricic
kriew wherein he might exprefle his affe&i-
on, orany thing which might have made
lns Letter welcommer;he would have done
it.  As it is, you may accept itfo, as we do
many  ((bm: manufadtures, of which
when we know noufe, yet v\c (atishe our
curiofity in conhdumg them, becaufe we
knew not how, nor of w }nc macter they
were made. Near great woods and quar-
ries it is no wonder to fee faire houfes,
but in Holland which wants both, it is.

So
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So were it for me who am as farre removed
from Court,and knowledge of forein paf-
fages, as this City is now from the face and
furnitureof a City,to build up along Legrer
and to writeof my felf, were butto inclofe
a poor handfull of ftraw for atoken ina
Letter:yet I willtell you, thac] am ac London
onely to provide for Monday, when 1
fhallufethac favour which my Lady Bed-
ford hath afforded me, of giving her name
to my daughter; which I mentionto you,
as wellto fhew that1 covetany oscalion of
a gratefull fpeakingof her'favounrs, as, that,
becaufel have thought the day is bkely to
bring you toLondon, 1 raighetell you, vhat
my poor houfe 15 in your way and you
fhall chesefinde fuch companmy, as (Lthia k)
you will not be loth to accompany to
London,

6 .\Ug. 1608. Your very. rv‘ﬁ,'&",""/'u‘n;

J. Donne.

T

e —— - o v
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ToSo H. Wootton

r p
LI LN

Hat which isachrft butavi (ication,
T.‘.u\i a civill ofhce, comes quickly to
bea haunting, and an uncivill impormunity:
my often writing might be (ubjeétto fuch
a mifinterpretation, it it were not to you,
who as you know thatthe affe¢tion which
(uggefts and diétates them, is ever one, and
continuall , and uninterrupted ; may be
pleafed to think my Letters fo too, and that
all the pieces make but one long Letter,and
folknow you would not gxmh:c to read
any intre book of mine, atthat pace, as
vou do my Letters, w hxd\ 15 a leafe 2 week:
c(pccul\\ (u J\l eteers as mine, which (per-
chance out of the dulnefle of the place ) are
fo empty of any relations, as that they op-
prefle not your meditations, nor difcourfe,
nor memory. You know that for aire we
are fure we apprehend and enjoy it, but
when this aire 1s rarified into fire \\cf»cun
to dilpuce whether it bean clc...cn:) or No:
10
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fo when Letters have 2 convenient hand-
fomebody of news, they are Letters; but
when they are {pun out ofnotlnng, they are
nothing, or but apparitions | and ghofts,
with [uch hollow founds, as he that hears
them, knows not what they faid: You (1
thml\) and I am much of onefect inthe
Philofophy of love; which though itbe
direéted upon the minde,doth inhere in the
body, and find piety entertainment there:fo
have Letters for their prmcnpall office, to be
feals and teftimonies of mutuall atTcéhon
but the materialls and fuell of them ﬂxould
be a confidentand mutuall communicating
of thofe things which we know. How
fhall 1 then who know nothing write Let-
ters? Sir, I learn knowledge enough out of
yours to me. Ilearn that there is truth
and firmnefle and an earneftnefs of doing
good alive in the world;and therefore,fince
there is fo good company in 1t, IThavenot
fomuch defire to go outof ir,asl had, if
my fortune would afford me any roomin
it. Youknow 1 have been no coward, nor

R un-
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uninduftrious in atteropting that; mnor
will 1 give it over yet, If ac laft [ muft
confefle , that I dyed ten ycars ago ,
yet as thc Primuitiye Church admicted
fom cd the Jes Ceremonies, not for perpe-
tuallufe, ‘bur becaufe they would bury the
Sy .w(mur’ honourably, though [dyed ata
blou then when my courles were dwuud

yes ic wilpleale mealittle to have had a kmcv
funerall, and to have kepr my felf fo long a-
bove gxound without Pumh& o0.But this
is melancholi ique difcourfe; To change
thereforefrom chis Metaphoricall death to
the true, and that withalittle more relith
of mirth let metellyou the good nature of
theexecutioner of Paris ;. who when Vitan
was beheaded, (who dying i the profel-
fion of the Religion | ‘had madehis peace
withGod inthe; pnlon and{o{ard nothin

at the place of execution ) fwore he had ra-
ther execure forty Huguenots | then one
Catholique, becaufe the Huguenot ufed
fofew words, and troubled him fo little,
inxefpetof the dilatory ceremonies of the

others
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others; indying. Corton: che great Coure Je-
fuice hach (o importuned the Q: to give
{ome modifications to thelate interlocuro-
ry arreft againft the Jefuics, that 1n his pre-
kn;c the L So:jom who had been prefentin
the:Court at the time of the arreft, and Ser-
vin the Kings Advocate, who urged It
and the Premier prefident, were fent for :
They came fo well provided with their
books out of which they alligned tothe 0,
o many, fo evident places of hdmous
do&rine, that the &, was well fatisfied,
that ic was fic by all meansto providea-
gainft the teaching of the like doérine 1n
France. The D. of Efpernon is come to Paris,
with (they fay ) 600 horfe 1n his train; all
which company, came wich him intothe
Court: whichis an infolency remarkable

here. They fay that [carce any of the Princes
appear in the ftr cets, but wich very great
trains.No one cncmx could waltchetrea-
fures of France fo much, as fo many friends
do: forthe Q. dares[carce deny any, that (o

{lve may have the bettet leaveto make hafte
R 2 to
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to advance her Marquis of 4ncre, of whofe
greatnefle | for marter of commmd or
danger | they have no great fear, he bcmg
no very ca.qulc nor Ftnrmg man: and
then for his drawing g of great benefits from
the 2. they make hat ufe of it, that their
{uits pafle with lefle oppoﬁtion. [ beleeve
the treafure 1s {cattered, becaufle 1 fee the
future receipt chargcd with fo very many
and great penfions. The Q. hath adventu-
red a liccle to ftop this rage of the Princes
importunity, by denying a late {uic of Sof
fons : which though the other Princes
grudge not that Sox/]on {hould faile, for he
hath drawn infinite {ums already, \Ct they
refent it femewhat tenderly, that any of
them fhould be denyed, w hen the Marquis
obtains. That which was much obferved
in the Kings more childifh age, when I
was laft here, by thole whom his father
appointed to judge, by an affiduous obfer-
vation, his naturall inclination,is more and
more confirmed, that his inclinations are
eruell and tyrannous; and when heis any
way

e i S TR
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way affeéted , his ftammering is {o ex-
treme , as he can utter nothing. They can-
not draw him to look upon a fon ofthe
Marquis,whom they have put into his fer-
vice. And he was fo extremely affe@ionate
towards the younger fon of Beaufort,that
they have removed him toa charge which
he hath asheis made Pricur of Malta; buc
yet there pafle fuch Letters between them,
by ftealch and practilc, as (though it be be-
cween children ) itis become a matter of
State, and much diligence ufed to prevent
the Letters.Por the young Marcfluis of Ver-
yueil , the K. fpeaks often of tranfplan-
ting him into the Church, and once this
Chriftmas delighted himfelf to fec his
young brotherina Cardinalls habic.  Sir,
ftis time to take up, for Tknow, thatany
thing, from this place, as foonas it is cer-
wain, is ftale. I have been a great while
more mannerly towards my Lady Bedford,
then to trouble her with any of mine own
vexfes but having found thefe French ver-

{es accompanded with 2 great deal of repu-
R 3 tation
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tatton here, 1could not forbear to aske her

leave to fend them: I wric to you by M
Porythe 17 of Fan. here,and he carried that
Letter to Paris, to gather news, likea (now-
ball. He told methat Pindar is gone to Con-

frantumple with Comm ifsion ro remove and

fuicceed Glaver : 1am afraid you have neg-
le¢ted thac bufinefle. Continue me in M.
Maytins good opinion: I know [ (hall ne-
ver fall fromit, by any demerit of mine and
I know Ineed not fearit, out of any flack-
neffe or flipperineffe in him, but much bu-
finefle may ftrangle me in him. When ic
fhall nottroubleyou to write to me, I pray
do me the favour to tell me, how many you
have received from me, for 1 have now
much juft realon toimagine, that fome of
my Pacquets have had more honour then
[ wifhed them: which isto be delivered
into the hands of greater perfonages, thenl
addrefled them unto. Hold me ftill m your
own love and proceed in that noble tefti
mony of it, of which your Letter by M.
Poryipoke, ( which is the only Letter that

Pl
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I have received, fince I came away ) and

beleeve me that I thallever with much af-

fection, and much devotion joine both
your fortune and your laft beft happinefle,
with the defire of mine owninall myci-
vill, and divine wifhes , as theonly retri-
bution in the power of

Yonr affectionate fervant
Jo.Donne.

Tothe Honorable Kuight Sir H. Goodere.

SIR,
i F1 would go out of my way forexcules,

or if 1 did not go out of my way from
them ; Imightavoid writing now becaufe
Icannotchule but know, that youhavein
chistownabler fervanrs,and better under-
ftanding the perfons and -paffages of rhis
Coutt. Burmy hoperis notin the applica-
tion of other mens merits, to. me however
abundant; Befides;thistown-hathfince.our
comming hither, afforded enongh forall
tofay. That which wasdonehere the 25

of 'Mmcb, and which was fodong calleda

) pub-
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publication of the marriages, was no o-
therwife publique then that the Spa. Ambaf.
fador, having that day an audience delivee
red to the Queen that his Mafter was well
pleafedwith all thofe particulars which had
been formetly treated. Andthe French Am-
baflador in Spain is {aid to have had in-
ftruétion, to do the fame office in that
Court , the fame day.Since that, that is to
fay, thefe 4 laft days it hath been folemni-
zed with more outward bravery then this
Court is remembred to have appeared in.
The main bravery was the number of
horfes which were above 800 Caparazond.
Before the daies, the town was full of the
5 Challengers cartells, full of Rodomonta-
des : but in the execution, there were no
perfonall reencounters, nor othertriall of
any ability ; then running at the Quintain,
and the Ring.Other particulars of this, you
cannotchufe but heartoo much fince ac this
time there cometoyoufe manyFrench men.
But left you fhould beleeve too much, I
preflentyouthefe 2 precautions,that for their
 Geu-
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Gendarmery, there was no other trial then 1
told you ; & for their bravery,no true ftuffe.
You muft of neceffity have heard often
of aBook written againft the Popes jurif-
di&ion, about three moneths fince, by one
Richer,aD and Syndique of the Sorbonifts,
which Book hath now been cenfured by
an affembly of the Clergie of this Archbi-
ihoprick, promoved with fo much dili-
gence by the Cardinall Peroun, that for this
bufinefle he hathintermitted his replie to
the Kings anf{wer, which now he retires to
intend ferioufly : I have not yet had the ho-
nour to kiffe his Graces hand, though I
have received fome half-invitations to do
it. Richer was firftaccufed to the Parlia-
ment, but when it was there required of
his delators to infift upon fome propofiti-
ons in his Book, which were either againft
Scripture, or the Gallican Church, they de-
fifted in chatpurfuit, But in the cenfure
which the Clergie hath made, though itbe
full of modifications and refervations of
the rights of the King, andthe Gallican

3 Chur-
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Churches, there is this iniquitse, that being
to be publifhed by commandement of the
Aflembly, in all the Churches of Paris,
which is within that Diocefe, and almoft
all the Curates of the Parifhes of Paris be-
ing Sorbonifts, there is by this means a
ftrong party of the Sorbenifts themfelves
raifed againft Recher ; yer againft chis cen-
fure, and againft three or four which have
oppofed Richer in print, he meditates an an-
{wer. Before it fhould come forth [ defired
to {peak with him, for Ihad faid to fome
of the Sorboniftof his party, that there was
no propofition in his Book,which I could
not fhew in Catholique authors of 300
years: I had from him an affignation to
meet, and at the hour he fent me his excufe,
which was, that he had been traduced to
have had conference wich the Ambaffadors
of Bnglamd  and theStates, and wich the D.
of Bovillm, and that he had accepred a pen-
fion of the Kingof England ; and withall,
that it had been very well teftified to him
that day, thatthe Jefuits had offered to cor-

IUPC
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rupt men with rewards to kill him. Which
I doubt not but he apprehended for true,
becaufe a meflfenger whom 1 fenc to fixe
another time of meeting with him, found
him in an extreme trembling and irrefo-
lutions : o that [ had nomore butanin-
treaty to forbear comming to his houle, or
drawing him out of it, till it mighcbe
without danger or obfervation. They of
the Religion helda Synod at thistime in
this Town, in which the principall bufi-
nelle is to reétifie, or atleaft to macure,
againft their Provinciall Synod, which
fhall be held in May, certain opinions of Ti-
lenus a Divine of Sedan, with which the
Churches of France are {candalized. The
chief point is, Whether our {alvation be to
be atcributed to the paffive merit of Chrift,
whichis his death, or to his a&ive alfo,
whichis bis fulfilling of the Law. Butl
doubt not but that will be well compolfed,
if Tilenus who is here in perfon with two
other afliftants, bring any difpofition to
fubmic him(elf to the Synod,and not onely
S 2 to
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todifpute. ldoe (Ithank God) namra\l\
and heartly abhorre all fchifm in Religion
fomuch, as, 1 prot teft, Iam forry to finde
this appearance of {chifm amonwﬂ our ad-
verfaries the Sorbonifts . for I had rather
they had held togc[lhr)to have made a head
againft the ufurpations of the Ro. Church,
then that their difuniting fhould fo enfeeble
them as thatthe Parliament fhould be left
alone to ftand againft chofe tyr:mmcs Sir,
you will pardon my extravagancies in thefe
velations. I look upon nothmo (o intentive-
ly as thefe things, nor fals thcxc any thmg
within my kuov&ladbc, which 1 would
conceal from you Though it concern net
youto know it yetme thn.l\s 1t concerns
me torell it. ] hat ((ook of which you writ
to me,is come hither, and hath br(mght me
other Lctter:, but notthofc of which you
writ to me, which pacquet; he fates; you
received againof him; whether by lus falf
hood, or by your diligence in fecking a
worthier meflenger, I know not; butIam
{ure I never loft any thing with more for-
row,
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row,becaufe Lam thereby left {till in uncer-
tainties, and irrefolutions, of that which [
defire much to know in womens bufinef-
fis. [fyou write this way any more, chufe
no other means, then by M~ Bruer atthe

ueens Arms a Mercer in Cheapfide : he
fhall alwaies know where we are, and we
areyetina purpofe to go from hence with-
in a fortnight, and difpofe our {elves to be
at Frankford the 2 5 of May, when the electi-
on of the Emperor fhall be there. Though
I be meerly pafsivein- all this pilgrimage,
yet Ifhall be willing to advance that de-
fign; becaule npon my promife that 1
would doe fo, Sir Rab. Rich gave me his,
that he would divert from his way to Italy

fo much, as to be there then. WhenIcame

to this Town 1 found M" Matthew, diligenc
to finde 2 means to writeto you ; fo thacar
this time, when there go {o many, T cannot
dotibt but he provides himfelf; therefore 1
did not ask his commandement, nor offer
him the fervice of this Pacquet. Sir, you
are not evener to your felf in your molt

3 gCﬂC~
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generall wifhes of your own good, then 1
am in my particular, of which none rifes
in me, that is not bentupon your enjoying
of peace and repofednefle in your fortunes,
in your affections, and in your conicience ;
more then which I know not how to
wifh to

Paris theg Apr. Your very affellionate [ervant and
1612, here. lover . J.Donne.
7o Sir H. Wotton.

Octob, the 42 1622. almoft ad midpight.

& LB,
LL our moralities are but our out-
works,ourChriftianity is our Citadel,

aman whe confidersduty but the dignity
of his being a man, is not eafily beat from
his outworks, but from his Chriftianity
never ; and therefore I'dare truft you, who
contemplates them both. Every diftem-
per of the body now, is complicated with
thefpleen; and when we were young men
we
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e L

d, then | we (carce ever heard of the fpleen. In our

one rifes §  declinations now, every accidentis accom-

" €0joying panied with heavy clouds of melancholy ;

; for.tunfs, and in our youth we neverad micted any. It

onfq"”“; is the 1blccﬁ of the minde, and we are afle-

t how 1o &ed with vapors from thence; yet truly, i
even this fadne(le chat overtakes us, and chis 3‘{’

e [ervant and YCCldmg tothe l‘ﬂt{_l\eﬂb, is not (:O \’Chc-rnen[ f‘%

iy apoifon (though itbe no Phyfick neither) 4

as thole falfe waies, in which wefoughe

our comforts in our looferdaies. You are ;
able to make rules toyour felf, and our »
e B, Saviour continue to you an ability to .
dnight, vy > t - . I
keep within thole rules, And this particu- };‘
lar occafion of your prefent fadnefle muft bt
J s B
(L OUt OWt- be helped by the rule, for, for exam ples you f
i Citadel, will fcarce findeany, fcarce any thatis noc
he dignity encombredand diftrefled in his fortunes.
beat from I had locked my felf, fealed and fecured my
hriftianity fclfagainﬁ all pofsibilites of falling into g
you, who new debts, and ih good faith, this year hath g
y diftem- thrown me 400' lower then when I entred K
ated with this houfe. 1am a Father as well as you, 8
yung men f and of children (1 humbly thank God) of ‘
as ~

we
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1s good difpolitions ; and in ls)m fo, I
makc account thatI havetaken my com-
parifon as high as I could goe;; for in good
faith, 1beleeve yours to be [0 : buc .uthok
my ¢ huglmrs (who are c1p.1blg of fuch
confiderations) cannot but fee my defire
to accommodate them 1n this world, (o 1
think they will not murmure if heaven
muft be their Nunnery,and they affociated
tothe B. virgins there: L know tl\(’\ would
be content to pafle their lives ina Prifon,
rather then I fhould macerate my felf tm
them, much more to fuffer the mediocricy
of my houfe, and my means, though that
c:mnotprctcrxcthcm yours are [uch too,
and it need not that patience, for your for-
tune doth not fo farre exercile their pati-
ence. DBut to leave all in Gods hands,
from whole hands no [}llné can be \\xun&
by whining but by praying, nor by pray-
ing without the Fiat voluntas tua. Sir, you
are ufed to my hand, and, 1think h..u lei-
fure to pcnd l(m‘c umc in picking out
fenle, in ragges ; elfe I had written lulc ,and
in
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Inlonger time. Here is room for an Amen
the prayer ---- fo I am going to my

bedfide to make for all you and all yours,
with
Yowr true friend and fervant in Chy, Jefus
J. Donne.

A.V. Merced,

S IR,
Write not to you out of my poor Libra-
ry, where to caft mine eye upon good
Authors kindles or refrefhes fometimes
meditations not unfit to communicate to
near friends; nor from the high way,
where | am contraéted, and invertedinto
my felf ; which are my two ordinary for.
es of Letters to you. But I write from the
fire fide in my Parler, and 1n the noile of
threegame(ome children ; and by the fide
of her, whom becaufe I have tranfplanted
into a wretched fortune, I muft labour to
difguife that from her by all fuch honeft
devices, as giving her my company,and
difcourfe, therefore 1 fteal from her,all the
¥ ¢ time
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time which 1 gnc this Lcttcr ,and s there-
fore that I take (o fhorta llﬁ, and gallop (o
faft over it, [ have not been out of my houfe
fince I received your pacquet. As | have
much qucmhd my fenfes and difuled my
body from plc.llmc, and [o mcd how Ican
indure to be mine own grave, fo I try now
how | can fuffer a pulon, And fince it
is but to build one wall more about our
foul, fhe is {ill in her own Center, how
many circumfesences foever fortine or ofir
own perverfneflecalt about hes 1 would
lcould as well intredt her to goour,as (he
knows whicher togo. Burif | melcintea
melancholy whileft [ write, [ (hall be caken
in the manner; and 1 {it by enc wo wen-
der towards thefe imprelsions, and it is fo
muich our duty, to aveid all eccalions of
giving them (ad apprebenlions as S. Hie-
rome acoules Adam of no other fault an eating
the Applc but that he did it Ne contriftaetn
delicias fus. | am notcarefull what I write,
becaule the inclofed Letters may dwm(hc
this ill faveured bark,and they need nor

grlluac
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grudge fo courfe a countenance,, becaule

they are now to accompany theml(elves,my
man fetched them, and therefore Icanfay
rioore of them then themfelvesTay, M7
Meanlyintreated meby her Letter to haften
hers; asI think, for by my croth Icannor
read’it. My Lady was dilpacching in fo
much hafte for Twicknam | as fhegaveno
word to d Letter which 1 feat wich yours;
of Sir Tho. Bartlet, 1 can fay nothing, nor
of the plague, though your Letter bid me :
but thathe diminithes,the other increales,
butin what proportion Iam notclear. To
them at Hammerfmith, and M Herbert 1
will do your command. If T have been
good in hope, or can promife any lirtle of-
fices inthe future probably , ic is comfor-
table,for Tam the worft prefent manin the
worldyet the inftant though itbe nothing,
joynes- times together; and therefore this
uaprofiablenes, fince 1 have been,and will
fillindevour to be fo, fhall notinterrupt
me now from being '

Your fervant and lover ). Donne.

2 0

CaEE
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To the beft Knight Sir H. Wootton.
SIR,

V Hen 1 faw your good Countefle
V laft, fhe let me think that her
meflage by her foot-man would haften you
up. And it furthered that opinion in
me, when I knew how near M. Mathews

day of departing this kingdome was. To
counterpoyfe both thele, I have a ludle

Letter from you brought to me to Micham

yefterday, but left at mylodging two days
fooner : and becaufe that fpeaks nothing
of your return, [am content to be perplex-
ed mnic: and as in all other , fo inthis
perplexity to do that which is fafeft.
To me it 1s fafeft to write,becaufe it per-
formes a duty, and leaves my confcience
well: and though it feem not fafeft for the
Letter, which may perifh, yet I remember,
that in the Crociate for the warres in the
#oly Land, andfo in all Pilgrimages enter-
priled in devotion, he which dies in the
way enjoyes all the benefit and indulgences
which
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which theend did afford. Howloever, all
that can encreafe the danger of your Let-
ter, encreafe my merit; for, as where they
immolate men, it isa a [canter devotion,
to facrifice one of many flaves or of many
children, or an onely child, thento beget
and bring up one purpofely to acrifice 1c,
(o if 1 ordain this Letter purpofely for de-
firuction , it is the largeft exprefling of
that kinde of piety,and 1am eafie to beleeve
(becaufe 1 wifh ic) your haft hicher: Not
that I can fearany {lacknefle in that bufinefs
which drew you down, becaufe your for-
runeand honour are a paire of good fpurs
to it; but here alfo you have both true
bulineffe and many Quafi negonia, which
gotwoandtworoa bufinefle; which are
vifitations, and fich, as though they be not
full bufineffes, yet are fo near themthat they
(erve as for excufes, in omifsions of the o-
ther. As when abjurations was in ule in
this land, the State and law was fatished if
the abjuror came to the fea fide, and waded

into thefea, when windes and tydes re-
e fifted
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fifted, fo we think our felves juftly excufa-

ble to our friends and our felves, if when
we fhould do bufinefle, we come to the
place of bufinefle, as Coutts and che houfes
of great Princes agd officers. 1 do not fo
much intimate your infirmity in this,as
trankly confefle mine own. The mafter of
Latine language fays, Ocul: ¢ awres aliorum te
Jpeculantur & cuftodinnt.So thofetwo words
are fynonimous,& only the obfervation of
others upon me, is my prefervation from
extream idlenefle, elfe 1 profefle, that I hate
bufinefle {o much,asTam fometimesglad
to remember, that the Roman (hurchreads
that verfe 4 negotio perambulante in tenebris,
which we reade from the peftilence wal-
king by night, fo equall to me" do the
plagueand bufinefle deferve avoiding, but
you will neither beleeve that I abhor bufi-
nefle, if T inlarge this Letter, nor that I
would afford you that eafe which I affeét,
Therefore returne to your pleafures.

Your unprofitableft friend
March 14. 1607. Jo. Donne,

I
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/€xcufa. ft1s my thard Letter : which Ltell you,

i wheq becaufe 1 found mot M', R ogers, but left

110" the the Latter which I fent laf} with a ftran-

he hous ger atCliffords Inac. :
1o notfo e
1 this
’naﬁ;;;‘ ToSir H. G, \i&
Jllomm te SR, ;E
0 Words His 14 of November laft 1 received

vation of yours of the 9,as I was in the [treec §
on from going to fup with my Lady Bedford,1 found :4 ;
hat I hate all that company forepotletled with a won- é’
mesglad der why you came not laft facurday. 1per- ,
wchreads ceive, that 2s your intermigting your Let- k
n teuebs, ters tome, gave me realon to hope for you, R
ence wl- fo (orme mote direéraddrefle oc conlarence ‘
o the of your buhne(le-here, had imprinted in

ding,but them an aflurance of your co;nmmg,thgs

hot bufi- Leer fhall but tlke, nor difconrfe; 1«

or o] {hall but gofsip, not confider, nor canfule, »

h Laffect foit is made halfe with aprf;ud»cc of be g
; ’ ing loft by the way- The King is gone -
D this day for Royflon: and hathleft withthe

ableft sl Queen 2acommandment ©© meditate upon

Donr, a



Lettersto feverall

a Mafque for Chriftmas, fo thacchey grow
ferious about that already; that will haften
my LadyBedfoids journey, who goes with-
in ten daysfrom hence to her Lord, buc by
reafon of this, can make no long ftay there.
FJuftiman the Venetian is gone hence, and
one (Carraw come in his place: that State
hath taken a frefh offence ataFriar, who
refufed to abfolve a Gentleman, becaufe he
would not exprefle in confelsion what
books of Father Paul, and fuch, he knew to
be inthe hands of any others; the State com-
manded him out of thacterritory inthree
hours warning, and he hath now {ubmit-
ted himfelf, and is returned as prifoner for
Mantua, and fo remains as yet. Sir H.
Wootton who writ hither, addes alfo thac
upon his knowledge there are 14000 as
good Proteftants as he in that State. The
Duke Joyeufe 1s dead, in Primont, returning
from Rome, where M. Mole who went with
the L. Roffe, is taken intothe Inquifition,
and Ifee {mall hope of his recovery ( for he
hadin fome tranflations of Pleffis books

talked
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talked of Bahylmand Antichrift. Excepe it
fall out thac one Strange a Jefuit in the
Tower, maybe acccpred for him, To come
alittle nearer my felt, Sir Gej]cry Fenton one
of his Majefties Secretaries 1n Ireland is
dead; and I havemade fome offer for the
placc, in prefervaticn whereof, as [ have
had occafion to 1mploy all my friends, fo I
have not found in themall (except Bedford)
more haft and words ( for when thofe two
are together, there is much comfort even in
the leaft) then in the L. Hazy. In good
faith he promifed fo roundly, fo abundant-
ly, fo profufely, as I fufpe&ted him, but per-
formed what ever heundertook, (and my
requefts were the meafures of his under-
takings) fo readily and truly, that his com-
plements became obligations, and having
fpoke like 2 Courtier, did like a friend.
This 1 tell you, becaufe being farreunder
any ability of expreffing my thankfulnefle
tohim by any proportionall fervice, I do,
asmuchasIcan | thank him by thanking
of you,who begot or nurfed thefe good
vV

1m-

145




Letters to jéfvemll

imprefsions of mein him. Sir, as my dif-
cretion would do, my fortune doth bring
all my debts into one hand, for Iowe you
what ever Court friends do for me, yea,
whatfoever 1 do for my felf, becaufe you al-
moftimportune me, to awake and ftare the
Court in the face. I know not yst what
conjecture to make of the event. ButIam
content to go forward alittle more inthe
madnefle of mifsing rather then not pre-
tend; and rather wear out,then ruft. Icis
extreme late; and asthis Letter is nothing,
fo1f everit come to you, you will know it
withouta name, and thercfore I may end
it here.

To the Honowrable Knight Sir H. Goodere,
SIR,

T Hough you efcape my lifting up of
your latch by removing, you cannot
my Letters;yet of this Letter I do not much
accufe my felf, for I ferve your Command-
ment i it, foritis only to convey to you

this




S my dif.
oth brig

‘ 0We ygu
1y mC’ yca’
ufe you .
d ftarethe
yt what
ButJam
Ot 1nthe
0 0t pre-
tuft, Ies
snothin

[l know %é
mayend

oodere,

ing up of
U1 ¢an0t
ot much
mmand-
y 10 you
this

Perfons of Honour.

this paper oppoled to thofe, with which
you trufted me.Ieis(I cannot fay the waigh-
tyeft, but truly ) the faddeft lucubration
and nights paflage that ever [ had. For it
exercifed thofe hours, which with extreme
danger of her, whom I fhould hardly have
abftained from recompenfing for her
company in this world, with accompany-
ing her out of it,encreafed my poor family
witha fon. Though her anguifh,and my
fears, and hopes, feem divers and wild di-
ftrations from this {mall bufinefle of
your papers, yet becaule they all narrowed
themfelves, and met in 72 regia, which is
the confideration of our felves, and God,
I thought it time not unfit for this difpacch.
Thus much more then needed Ihave told
you, whileft my fire was lighting ac Tri-
combs 102 clock.

Yonrs everintirely

J. Donne,
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Tothe Honourable Knicht H, G.

SIR,
Our Son lefc here a Letter for me,
from you. Butl neither difcern by ic

that you have received any of mine lately;

which have been many, and large, and too
confident to be loft, elpcually hm.c (as |
remember ) they alwa)s conveyed others

to that good Lady ; neither do [ know
where to finde, by any diligence, your {ons
lodging. Butl hopc e will apprehend that
impoffibility 1n me, and finde me here,
where he {hall 31(0 finde as much readi-
nefle to (erve him, as ac Pole[worth. This
Letter of yours miakes me perceive , that
that Lady hath exprefled her pur poL to
you 1n particular, for the next cerm. Accor-
dmg}, [ makemy promiles: for {ince one
that meant but to flater, told an Emperour,

that his benefics \‘VCIC(O be reckoned from
the day of the promxﬁ: becaule he never
failed , it were an injury from metothe
conﬁancy of that noble Lady, if I {hould

nort,
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nor, affoon as fhe promifes, do fome act
of affurance of the pelformancc which /]
have done, as 1 fay, in fixing times to my
creditors; for by the end of nexc terme, [
will make an end with the world, by Gods
grace. Ilack you here, for my L. otDorjct
he might make a cheap bargain with me
now, :md dntmmgc his honour, which in
goodfmth,tsa tele bound | becaufe he ad-
mitted (o many witnefles of his large d#(-
pohnon towards me. They are preparing
fora Wafquc of Gentlemen: 1n which M.
Vallirs“is, and M. Karre, whom I told you
bcforp my - L. Chamberlain had bromhc
into the bed-chamber. 1pray, ifyou make
not fothick goings asyou ufed,fend this
Letter to thae good woman, for it is noc
only mine: If I'could ftay this Letcer an
hour, I {hould fend you fomething of Sa-
voy, for Sir Rob. Rich, who is now come
from Court, hath laid 2 ‘commandment
upon me Lv meflage to waite upon him;
and I know his bufines, becaufe he never
fought me, but in one kmdc. Butthe im-

V3 portunity
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portuny of the houre excufes me, and deli-
vers you from further trouble from

13 Decemb. Your very true friend and [ervant
J- Donne,

o Sir Haloyg
SILR,

1 Love togive you advantages upon me,
therefore I putmy f{elf inneed of another
pardon from you, by not comming to you,
yet I am fcarce guilty enough to fpend
much of your vertue from you, becaufe I
knew not of your being come till this your
Letter told me fo, in the midft of dinner ac
Peckbam,this Monday. Sir,[am very truly
yours;if you have overvalued mein any ca-
pacity,l willdo what I can to overtake your
hopes of me.l wifh my felf whatfoever you
wifh me ; and o Ido, whatever you wifh
your felf. I am prifoner and clofe; elfe1
had not needed this pardon, for I long
much, and much more by occafion of your
Letter, to fec you : when you finde that

good
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good Lady empricft of bufinefleand plea-
fure, prefent my humble thanks; you can
do me no favour, which I'need not, nor
any, which I cannot have fome hope to de-
ferve, but this;for I have made her opinion
of me, the ballance by which I weigh my
felf. I will come foon enough to deliver
my thanks to Sir J. Harr. for your eafe,
whom I know I have pained wich an 1lfas
voured Letter, butmy hearchathone fyle,
and chara&er; and is yours in wifhing,

and in thankfulnefle.
J. Donne.
Peckham Monday afternoon.

Tothe Honourable Sir R, D.

SiR,

Gave no an{wer tothe Letter I received
I from you upon Tuefday, both becaufe
had init no other commandment by it bue
to deliver your Letter therein, which I did,
and becaufe that Letter found me under
very much fadnefle, which ( according to
the proportion of ills that fallupon me)

18
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is fince alfo increaled. fo thac [ had not writ-
ten now, if I had been fureto have besn
better able to write next week , which I have
not much appearance of: yet there was
committed to my difpoficion (‘thatis | lefe
atmy houle in my. ablence) a Letter from
Sir W. Loyer buc it was fome hours after all
pofsibility of fending 1t by the carrier, fo
that M. W. Stanbepe giving me the ho-
nour of a vifite at that time, and being in-
ftantly to depart, for your parts, did me the
favour to undertake the delivery of 1t to
you. With me, Sir, 1t is thus, thereis not
one perfon (bc(des my (clf) in my houle
well, 1 have already loft half achild,and
with that mifchance ofhcrs my wife Fall‘en
into an indifpofition, which would affl &t
her much, but that the ficknefle of her chil-
dren ftupefies her: of one of which, in
good faith, I have not much hope. Thls
meets 2 fortune foill provided for phyfique
and fuch relief, thatif God {hould eafe us
with burialls, Il\now not well how to per-
forme even that.. I flatter my felf in this,
that
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that Iam dying too: nor can [ truly dye fa-
fter by any wafte, then by loffe of children.
Buc Sir, 1 will mingle no more of my fad-
nefs to you but wil a litcle recompenfeic by
telling you that my L. Harrington, of whom
a fewdays fince they were doubtfull, is fo
well recovered that now they know all his
difeafe to be the Pox, and Meafels mingled.
This I heard yefterday : for I'have not been
there yet. Icame as near importunity as I
could,foran anfwer from Effex houfe, but
this was all, that he fhould fee you fhortly
him(elfe.

Your [ervant

J. Donne.
I cannot tell you [0 much | as youtell
me, of any thing from my Lord of Som.

fince “the  Epithalamion | - for ‘1 beard
notbing, :

X To
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To the Hopourable Knight Sir H. Goodere.

SiR,

Have but one excufe for not fending
Iyou the Sermon that you do me the ho-
nour to command , and I forefee, that be-
fore 1 take my hand from this paper, I
fhall lofe the benefit of thatexcufe; it is,
that for more then twenty days, I have been
wavelled with a pain; in my right wrift, fo
like the Gout,as makes me unable to write.
The writing of this Letter will implore a
commentary for that, that I cannot write
legibly ; for that I cannot write much, this
Letter will teftifie againft me. Sir, 1 be.
feech you, at firft, tell your company, that I
decline not the fervice out of fullennefle
nor lazinefle, nor that any formne damps
me fo much as that Iamnot {enfible of the
honour of their commanding it, but a
meer inexperience whether I be able to
write eight hours or no; buc I will ery
next week ; and either do 1t for their fer-

vice,
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vice, ot fink in their fervice. This is Thurf-
day:'andupon Tuelday my Lady Bedford
cameto this town : this afernoon I prefen-
ted my fervice to her, by M« Wathrington :
and fo asked leave to have waited upon
them at {upper: but my meflenger found
them ready to go into their Coach : fothat
a third Letter which I received from M
Dadley, referting me to M* Withringtons re-
lation of all that State, I lofe it till their
return to this town. To clearyouin that
wherein 1{ee by your Letter that 1 had not
well exprefled my felf in mine, Sir Zd.
Herbert writ to Sir Bd.Sackvil | notto preffe
the King to fix any certain timeof fending
him, tll he was comeover,and had {po-
ken with the King: Sir Ed. Sackvil col-
lesupon that, thatSir Ed, H, meanes to
goagain ; Ithink itis only, thathe would
havehis honour fo faved, as not to feemto
be recalled, by havinga fucceffor, before he
had emptied the place. We hear nothing
from my Lord of Doncafler; nor have we
any way ‘to' fend to him. Fhave mot feen
: X2 my

7777777
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my Lady Doncafterjfor {he croft to Penburf?,
and from thence to Petworth, my Lady
Ifabella came to this Town ; where, before
her comming, a Letter attended her from
roy Lady of Tichfield : and thither fhe
went, with their feryants, who ftaid her
comming. Hicher came lately Letters with
goodfpecd fromVienna,in which thereis no
mentlon of any fuch defeat as 1n rumour
C. Mansfeld hath been faid to have given
to the D. of Bavyer: but their forces were
then within fuch diftance, as may have
procured fomething before thxs time. Thole
which watched ad\ antages in the Court
of the Emperour, have madethat ufe of C.
Mansfelds proceedings  as that my Lord
Dighy complains,that thcrebv the forward-
nefle in which his negotiation was | is
fomewhat retarded. He proceeds from
thence into Spin. The D.of Bavyer hath pre-
fentedthe Emperouran account of 1200™,
fterling in thac warre, to be reimburfed :
and finding the Palatinate to be in treaty,
hath required a great part of duftria for his

fecurity,
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La({;’ fecurity, and they fay, it is {0 tranfa&ed;

sfoe F whichis a good figne of a poflibility in che

from | reftitution of the Palatinate. Forany thing I 1
tfhe | difcern, their fears are much greater from f
idhe | Hungary, then from Bobemia; and the lofle of i
swith  F Canon, in agreat proportion, and other lid
sisno | things, at the death of Bucquoy,was much H
o greater, then they fuffered to be publifhed.

given We here Spinola is pafled over ac Rhenebery; 1f

swere it be (o, they are no longer dxﬂrag‘.’tcd, whe-

Toee 1N ther he would bend upon Fuliers or the ¥
Thole i Palatinate. 1 know not what you hear it !
g from your noble fon inlaw, who fees thofe i
of things clearly in himfelf, and in a near

(o diftance; buc I hear here, that the King

oy hath much loft the affe@tion of the Englifh

;\Sari: in thofe parts. Whether it proceed from

‘ any fowrenefle in him, or thar they be o-
b therwife taken off, from applying them-
hp;i- felvesto him, I know not. My Lord of S.
% Albons hath found {o much favour as that
fed: a penfion of 2000 I. will be given him;
oo | he defires that he might have it for years, ‘
or b that fo he might transferre it upon his cre- ik

Y i . 3
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ditors ; or that in place of it he might have
8000 for he hath found a difpofition in
his creditors (to whom 1 hear he hath paid
30001 finceby retyring ) to accept 8ooco k
forall his debts, which are three times as
much. I have been fome times with my L.
of Canterbury, fince by accident, to give you
his éwn words. I fee him retain his for-
mer cheerfulnefle here and at Croydon, but I
do not hear from Court, thathehath an

ground for fuch aconfidence, but thac his
cale may need favour, and not have it. That
place,and Bedington, and Chelfey, and High-
gate, where that very good man my Lord
Hobardis,and Hackney, withthe M. of the
Rolls, and my familiar Peckham, are my
circumferrence. No place fo eccentrique to
me, as that I lye juft ac London; and with
thofe fragmentary recreations I muft make
fhift to recompenfe the mifsing of that
contentment which your favour opens to
me, and my defire provokes me to, the
kilsing of your hands at Polefworth. My
daughter Conflance is atthis time with me;

for
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for the emptinefle of the town, hath made
me, who otherwife live upon the almes of
others, a houskeeper, for a moneth ; and
fo fhe is my fervancbelow ftairs and my
companion above: fhe was at the table
with me, when your Letter was broughe,
andIpay hera piece of her petition in do-
ing her this office, to prefent her fervice to
my Lady Netherfoles, and her very good
fifter. Bue that fhe is gone to bed two hours
before I writ this, fhe fhould have figned,
with fuch a hand as your daughter Mary
did to me, that which 1 teftifie for her, that
fhieisas affeCtionate a fetvantto themall,
as their goodnefle hath created any where.
Sir,I {hall recompenfe my tedioufnefle, in
clofing mine eyes with 2 prayer for yours,
as for mine own happinefle, for Tamal-
moft in bed; if it were my laft bed,and I
upon my laft bufineffe there, I{hould nor

omit té joyn you with
Lowr very bumble and very thankfnll
Aug. 30,1611, fervant in Chrift Fefus
i J. Donne.
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T o his honourable V,’rimd’S H. G.

SIR,

O youthatare noteafily [candalized,

and in whom, I hope, neither my
Religion nor Morality can fuffer, [ dare
write my opiaion of that Book in whole
bowels you lefeme. Ithath refrefhed, and
given new. jultice to my ordinary com-
plaint, That the Divines of thefe times, are
become meer Advocates, asthough Religi-
on were a temporall inheritance; they
plead for it wich all fophiftications, and il-
lufions, and forgeries: - And herein are
they likeft Advocates, that though they be
feed by the way, with Dignities, and other
recompenfes, yetthat for which they plead
1s noneof theirs. They write for Religion,
withoutit. In the main pointin queftion,
I think truly there is a perplexity (as farre as
I{eeyer) and both [ides may be 1njuftice,
and 1nnocence; and the wounds which
they inflict upon the adverfe part, are all (e
defendendo: for,clearly, our State cannot be

fate




