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er of effential charadters, 'The body of the
b et s thinnes and more lengthened, his head
d his muzzle fharper, than thofe of

narrower, an
the poleca. He is not endowed with the fume

afin@ in finding fubfiftence, but, at leaft in

B e dimates, muft be carefully noutifhed with=
ta doors, and cannot exift n the fields; for thofe
‘hich are loft in the burrows of xabbits never
uliply, but probably perith during the winter.
The ferset alfo, like other domeftic animals,
“aries in colour; and is equally common in
arm reglons % as the polecat s rare.

The female ferret is lefs than the mal
in feafon, fhe is fo extremely ardent, that, we
e afured, fhe dies, if ber defires are not grati=
fied t. Ferrets are brought up in cafks o boxes,
where they are furnifhed with beds of hemp or
fax. They flecp almoft continually. When-
ever they awake, they fearch eagerly. for food,
which confifts of bran, bread, milk, &c. . They
produce twice every year: The female goes
\veeks with young s Some of them devour their
young as foon as they are brought forth, in-
flantly come again in feafon, and have three litters,
which generally confit of five or fix, and fome=
imes feven or eight, and even nine.

This animal is by nature a mortal enemy to
the rabbit,  Whenever a dead rabbit is, for the
it time, prefented to a young ferret, he fiies
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upon it, and bites it with fury; but if §
alive, he feizes it by the throat cr,the nofe .
fcks its blood.~ When let into the bugy
sabbits, he is muzzled, that he may not Hl kg
in their holes, butonly oblige them toc i
in order to be caught in the nets,  If tefde
is let in without a muzzle, he is in da b
being loft; for, after fucking the blood o 1
Tabbit, he fallsaflecp ; and even fmoking e v‘he
is not a certain method of recalling him 5 flc
caufe [h? holes have often feveral entries \:h' 7
c}omr{mmm(e with each other, and the ferret )
tires into one of thefe, when incommoded with
Ihcll:mck Boys likewife ufe the f(rrc(‘}(‘)r
catching birds in the holes
= birds in the holes of walls or of old
According to Strabo, the ferret was brough
from Africa into Spain 5 ‘which is by no i

improbable, as Spain is the native climate of rabe

bits, and the country where formerly thefe a

mals moft abounded. It may, therefore, be
il : ay, therefore, be pre.
fomed, tha, in order to diminilh their number
which perhaps was incommaodious, ferrets were
importl o the purpofe of hunting rabbisina
profitable manner, inflead of multiplying mar.
tins, which would have defiroyed the rabbit
without bringing any advantage to the hanters.
‘bringing any advantage to the hunters.
The ferret, though eafily tamed and rendered
docile, s extremely ira s
ways difigreeable; but,

- it
becomes much more offenfive.

His eyes are
lively,
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vy, and his afpe is inflammatory s all his
Fseuments are nimble, and he is, at the fame
s, that he can cafily overcomea

ime, fo vigorous,
b, though at leat four times larger than

himfelf-

Notwithfanding the authority of commenta=
ors, it is fll uncertain whether the fercet be the
s of the Greeks. ¢ The idtis, fays Ariftotle,
tis a fpecies of wild weafel, finaller than the
¢ Jitle Maltefe dog, but refembling the weafel
i its bair, in the whitenefs f the under part
¢ of the body, and likewife in the eraftinels of
¢ jts manners. It admits of being tamed 5 and
¢ makes great havock among the bee-hives, be=
¢ ing extremely fond of honey. It alfo atacks
¢ birds, and, like the cat, has an offeous penis *..
1. There appears to bea contradition in faying
dhat the i€lis is a fpecics,of wild weafel, which
admits of being tamed 3 for the common weafel,
which, in this country, is the moft favage of the
two, s perfe@ly irreclaimable. 2. The ferrer,
thotigh larger than the weafel, can never be com-

red for fize to the lap-dog, 3. The ferret

appears ot to have the cunning of the weafcl,
nor indeed any craftinefs atall : Laftly, he never
attacks the bee-hives, nor is he fond of honey.

I enquired of M. le Roi, infpector of the royal

chaes, concerning this laft fa&. His anfiver

follows: ¢ M. de Buffon may be affured, that
¢ the ferrets have no predilection for honey ;
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¢ but, when hungry, may be made to eat
€ I have fed them feveral days with bread foak~
¢ ed in water mixed with honey. The two Jyg
< d; they eatitin pretty large quantities ; by
¢ the weakeft of them began t0 be fenfibly emg,
¢ ciated.” This is not the firft time that M. I
Roi has obliged me with important fidts, Haye
ing. no farrets, I tried the fame experiment oy
the ermine, by giving him only pure honey ¢
eat, and a little milk for drink: But he died
in a few days. Thus neither the ermine nor the
ferret are fond of honey, like the itis of (he
ancients; which inclines me to think, that the
word i is perhaps only a generic name; or,
if it marks any particular fpecics, it ought rather
to be applicd to the martin or polecat, both of
which pofiefs the craftinefs of the weafel, attack
the bee-hives, and are extremely fond of honey,
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