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Story #671 (1976, Tape #20) Narrator: Mehmet Karakag

Location: Village of Yukarig3kld#,
kaza of Hilfeti, Pro-
vince of Urfa

Date: May 7, 1976

The Trials of the Padigah's Youngest Daughter

N tert =~

o,

—

Once there was and once there was not a(padigah Who M@T'fﬁters:
They were at a ripe age, but the padigah had done nothing to arrange to

o s bt

wed his daughters. One day the oldest damghter gathered her sisters,

and they had a oroncc After conference, they went to the mar-

ket and bought G wat_gnrnolons One was over-ripe and not very suit-

able for eating. The second was over-ripe on one side but just right

on the other. The third watermelon was just righ ver for eating.

'‘They placed the three ppor trny and covered
e bd JCavf ~— 4\704 deved
them with an embroidered (head scarf)} Then they had one of the(?f rvangts)

deliver the lot to their at e who was in sesaion with his council.*

When the padigah saw the tray of watermelons sent by his daughters,
he quickly realized that they could not ask him to have them married,

! but had chosen this symbol to let him know it was time he arranged to

Al
‘\\havo them settled. @7;“‘2—& - -IZM@
(S_-?@,“ . ,A,) The padxgah.oaﬁered m from the (Zoldsmith) and he

Cviev]

nad a @ried sMiounce that all were invited to attend his daughters'
AN
selection of bands,)where the (girls)would throw goldan balls to

whomever they chose to marry. ug ot ~=seloctin, ot 6 Ty ? .
1o degiral Ao,

The whole town, and many people from elsewhere in the land came

to participate and assist in the electio'n ceremony. The oldest ’
oldes

* This is another instance of the kind of symbolic language used @
Wy ToYv -—oite

frequently in Turkish life and folklore of pre-Republican days. See

comments on this subject in the Constantinople diaries of Lady Mary
Wortley Montague.
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and ug ors threw their golden balls to the( vim.e;g) on the

right and left of the padigah, but the youngest daughter did not

throw her golden ball to anyone. Her father ceme to her side and
asked, "Why have you not chosen your groom? Have you not found any-
one you like?"

The youngest daughter answered her father, "The groom I want has
suddenly disappeared, but he has left his (or#®> in the meadow next to
the Galace."

The padigah ordered his servants to have the horse taken to the

(stable)} and he asked the candidates to pass in front of the palace once
again, on foot. All the young men marched in front of the palace again,
and then a second and third time, but the youngest daughter shook her
head sadly. After that she went to the stables. As she was petting

the horse, he auddanlr ﬂpuit:e tp her. "You must hide me and not breathe
;.!‘;—:L:f_n'

a word about me Iar thru FI"lle‘B »Othorviao, u will have to wear

_Sﬁ\_,w— e 1:' O~ —— Q‘l—\\
out a pair of shoes before you could find him." — Y Z anih J

On'the first Friday the oldest daughter held herCyedding) and
there was merriment everywhere. The sisters had to drag the youngest
daughter away from the stables. The celebration was elaborate and
extensive, as was customary in those days. There were(girit )contests
and(horse racesy) A young man who seemed to appear from the clouds

came and won at all the events. The youngest deughter recognized her

l1"‘rid1w is the Moslen sabbath, and this was true in Turkey until
after the founding of the Republic. Thus, counting Fridays was a con-
venient way of noting the passage of weeks.

ZA type of jousting in which the two contestants threw spears or
javeling at each other.
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young maen, but the padigah's men could not capture him. He fought off
the guards and disappeared. The older sisters tried to convince the

youngest that such a man really could not exist, that he was too good

i to be true, but the youngest daughter knew better, and she went back
to the stable with the horse. The horse repeated its warning to her.
i
i On the second Friday the second daughter had her wedding. The
/t/'"’—'\\ .
mlo region came to the celebration. Again a young man appeared as
S 7& - JU L
po 3,“ the clouds and was the victor at every contest, and once more
+o nC
Setedt ond éw succeeded in eluding the padigah's men. The youngest daughter of the
Teloo (revards
P w) 4‘3 padigah burst out crying. Pressed to the extreme by her sisters,
#- 1]
* 6he finally told them what had happened. Then she went back to the
and cried and cried, stroking the horse's mane.
73 s u/w!—-! te ﬂ‘"““p next day the horse disappeared too. The girl sat crying in
*Q Méhﬁ} 'ﬁf . : <
sados! oceet stable, when a bird settled on her shoulder, and said, "Did
yeu (Sl

ot lorins d“"'*ﬁ not tell you to keep my secret for three weeks? Now you will have

to look for me until you wear a hole in your slipper and wear out an

ngg ‘ﬁ' ‘M.‘ ‘]a'&a.‘ reufd,/'uf IC‘M‘/ 7‘3 O"' /UM
| gy . ”‘6 iron walking stick before you can find me." $ fave,  AMree Fricbog Ao 'pufw/

N'] Shos o o

g SRex oV
m:“:é'} told him she was going to search for her groom. She asked for a pair

The youngest daughter wiped her tears, went to her father, and

a
of slippers andAw&];k:'.ng stick. Taking a loaf of bread with her, she
Bw ; - V‘ Y set out to search for her future husbang

Praves ™ -r'é"’" § prins

w’“"""‘ . y came to a hd
o+ Hor b we,” Jlaus«—-aw/» g

g coppe the edge sat a girl with a copper goblet. She

asked the girl to give her some refreshg

spring in the

name of her lover. The girl with the coppe old her she did

not know her lover but that she would give her some water from the
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spring anyway. After she had rested, eaten some of her bread, and

drunk her water, she continued on her way.

; d and walked, passing towns, and finally came to a
/]“ (foedrecs ~— 1! lus
( pive) silver fortress. i i i ks

0 At the edge aof a well sat a girl with a silver gob-

let. The youngest daughter asked her for some refreshment in the name
of her lover. The girl with the silver goblet told her she did not

know her lover but that she would be happy to give her some refresh-

ment. The youngest daughter rested at the silver fortress, ate a bit

of bread, drank some¢ water, and continued on her way.

She crossed rivers, climbed mountaine, walked through valleys, and

\’\1 L \._-(,‘

D \ 'I‘
QE;/‘ finally came to a forfr?ss macfe “of gold. It sparkled with precious (gems.
{ «AJ(

A girl sat by the}oiden“‘voﬂ holding a golden goblet. The youngest

//_iii.ster was truly worn out. She glanced at her slipper and saw a hole in

+
[onf -~ 7 the sole; she looked at bar staff and saw that it too was worn out. She

) “—; e gbocam hopeful and ran to the gu-l o saying, "Golden maiden

kw
{ﬁ:,.,&# : /,of the golden fortress and golden goblet, will you give me some refresh-
- ) l /5 / -
u'r 24 /
O~.°“{“'{‘§ - nent in the in the name of(Eairilfim"
gl

The girl asked her how she came tmow Bmirilfm and told her she

: Lluhm - Af'fafe ‘,._AA

with before his (prayers, but

that she could give her a quick drink first. The youngest daughter

must run to take her master

said she had met Bmirilfm in her travels, Quickly taking the goblet
to refresh herse¢lf, she slipped her ring into it without letting the
golden maiden see her do this. The girl left the youngest daughter

there and took water to her master.in the golden goblet. When he was

pouring the water, he found the youngest daughter's ring and slipped it

into his pocket. He asked the girl with the golden goblet, "Has any-

one come by the well?" s~ $ )’ ﬂuy o 4 Vv
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The girl said, "There is a girl who looks worn out from travel-
ing. I gave her a drink from the well and left her there." .
The young man went {0 the well as soon as the girl had left him.

4
LV
He found the youngest daughter there. He said to her, "I do not J k . ot

what to do with you. My father and mother are(giants} my aunts and (u;; .&‘f il
uncles are giants, and 1 am engaged to my cousin.® The young man

thought and thought about what he could do, and finally he said a few

magic words over the girl. When she suddenly became i
ﬂauﬁ‘f\y —~~—W————Pwd“‘d
through the eye of a needle, he put her in his pocketd m 53 e swme/ Gnonsy O PRI

s — — X M
g_/‘/ defcks e OF “His mother came by and sniffed him. "I smell h rou ot Aol
{ -1 uman

Lo b.a, Stat sony™ said she. But the boy denied having been around human beings and

told his mother that it was probably the scent of human meat trapped
in her teeth from his morning meal in the mountains. His mother in-
sisted that she could smell human flesh on him, but the son swore that

Jie had not been with a human, and so she had p her pursuit,

_———_1f he could successfully hide the girl for (three days
- O "d 7‘0 "
S“‘i’:ﬁf%“ ,c‘g" safe from the giants, for they could not touch her on the fourth day.
RM*‘I Lgt )!.,)éf Com “i
racim Hiddns This he succeeded in doing. When he brought her out or the fourth day,

R & 3y
el r‘ym/ his mother and the other giants could not touch her.

she could be

_ Meanwhile, the preparations for the boy's wedding were started.
The mother called the girl, gave her a mattress cover, and told her to
go up in the mountains and gather downy feathers for the marital bed.
The girl took the mattress cover, went to the mountains, sat on a rock,

and started erying, for there was no way in which she could péssibly

e . b o

gather such a large quantity of downy feathers.
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The boy suddenly appeared by her side and asked, "wWhy are you
crying?™
She said, "Your mother ordered me to come here and fill this
matitress cover with downy feathers, but I shall never find enough."
— The boy. then realized that his mother was determined to destroy
ijo M the girl by twmu Weansy-since she could no longer seize her. He
e spread his/ pmgr r-u,g f;n tha ground and prayed to Allah for assistance.
4l oA suddenly the sky was filled with birds which flapped their wings and
;::g;:::_“ & heaps of feathers into the mattress cover full of feathers in
Lerhent osergfffront of the mother's door.
;gfwM/ When the mother saw the mattress, she realized that the girl must
A W}T:,L:\ have had divine help in completing the task she had set for her. Im a
' —fask _” few days she called the girl again, and this time she told her to bring

the song and the word. The girl went out, but she had no idea where to
: Gt = By W Ty e o el

start looking for the song and the word. ~ L

She sat on a rock and cried and cried. The boy appeared once again
and asked, "Why are you crying?%
She said, "You mother has asked me to bring the song and the word,

but I have no idea where to start looking for the song and the word."

Once m boy E'T\ t the prayer rug, spread it on the ground,
wiclhee 0p = ~
and asked fo\?ﬂ;ﬁﬁ'ﬁe guida.nco- When he was through, he said to the girl,
"You must walk into the forest until you meet a horse and a dog which
are tied. There will be gress in front of the dog, and there will be

meat in front of the horse. You are to switch the meat with the grass,

SE R e e——

placing the meat in front of the dog and the grass in front of the horse.

Then continue into the forest. You will soon come to a wall with a straw
@rt.ﬂ“—— befove, s ____,-.e,lklececl wird et -—-é ﬂm/

Nlee'/'-- Betore, jovre s m/-‘scd wirh grese "“a jem/gmuj‘""“
__23"‘52“1 "meet amd Ads grivess befor i Fhaoved - c..g/.ﬁemm.o
Horfo. — =gy yimm ghedw - - and ,/Zé.c meet bedvre IT poangied e 4,7 Jm/jemw
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mat hanging on it, and another o lying on the ground. You will
switch the mats, so that the one that was hanging will lie, and the
lying one will hang. Then continue straight ahead in the forest. You
will soon come to a palace where there will be a box that holds the
song and the word. You will take it and run beck without looking be-
hind yous and under no circumstances are you to open the box."

The girl did just as she had been told. She came to the tied
horse and dog, and she took the meat from before the horse and placed
it in front of the dog. She took the grass from before the dog and placed
it in front of the horse. Then she continued into the forest until she
reached the wall that had a straw mat hung on it and another one lying
beneath it on the ground. She switched the mats and continued into the
forest. Finally, she came to a huge palace, but there was a giant guard
at the door. When she told the giant that she had come for the song
and the word, he told her to wait while he went to get it for her.
Instead of doing that, he went in to file his teeth.

The girl acted quickly. $he slipped in, found the box, took it,
and ran out as fast as she could without looking back. The giant called
to the mats, "Mats, catch her}"

But they refused to do so, for they had been treated kindly by her.
One of the mats said, "I had been hanging for years, and she took me
down and laid me down to rest." And the other mat said, "I was so
tired of lying down for Bo many years, and then she came along and hung
me up. I will not go after her."

The giant then ordered his horse and dog, "Chase that girl and
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catch her for me.™

But they both refused because she had been kind to them. The

horse said, "I had for years bLeen given meat, which I could not eat,

but ehe gave me grass." The dog said, "I had nothing but grass for
years until she came along and gave me meat.®

Thus the girl escaped from the giant. When she was safely back,
however, she wondered what the song and wofd were and she opened the

Violin players and tambmirine players poured out of the box and
wvent their merry way playing their instruments, and she was unable to
get them back into the box. She sat down and cried and cried. Emiril8m
appeared once again and asked her why she had opened the box. He took

out his prayer rug again, and when he was through praying, the musicians

one by one went into the box. Then the girl was able to deliver it to
his giant mother.

The next day all his relatives took Emirilfim to the bride to whom
he had formerly been engaged. While he was in the pslace with her, they

took the youngest daughter of the padigah out to tm@ tied her
up with ropes to a tree, and started a slow fire at the foot of the tree.

They thought that the boy would be busy all night and that meanwhile the

. IDQA-A—*‘ &‘a, fire —— r}'tmef 74,\,.‘ “f
girl would burn on the tree. b pelatil i fond

But Emirilfm smelled smoke, went to investigate, and found the

pedigah's youngest daughter ties to the tree. He quickly freed her,

?E',Je,‘...,. fuv rédf\";\ |
c“CM,,__‘(,.,,z,://g"a.rclen next to the palace, and the ninety-year-old

girl and young man fly by in the midst of a black cloud. Right behind

them came the giant mother, and she a.sked, "Have you seen a young girl

Rescs - oF o= i s by e =
]:m.r-famupi Aa uéhelm*. '0‘“{/3‘“/

LUML,"“MNC’A/"Q‘ pursntF—— 69 vﬁ/%? - o ‘Avﬂ Gé‘ﬂ/



—

@g;

o)

Ak Geng’s CTamgli) gave

Story #671

and man pass this way?" The old man pretended to be deaf and talked
about his cucumber garden to the giant mother until she became so
exasperated that she cursed him and continued her pursuit.

Very soon her giant stride came close behind them. The young man
quickly 1sid down his{prayer rug) and immediately he and the girl

were disguised as huge @ish) in a( pool} The (giant mother)looked around

but could see no one. She grew so furious, screaming and acnaming;
she finally exploded in her anger. 32 ot -——M/JMIA.__ ow r-‘«ﬂ'oa, -‘-vv;—%.

Emirilfs an youngost daughter emerged fm the pool,
Iovted = - wA e
mounted the two rses which were standing by, and returned to her

father's land. They were wedded, and everyone feasted for forty day and

forty nights. foest —— ks *u), -ﬁvfb c’a7, o d
.fo,r?_ A-?ﬁa

[Collector: "Thank you very much. That was a very good story. When and

where did you learn these tales?"

Narrator: “During my childhood I heard these tales from my elders over

&nd over again. Older relatives, the village women-—all used to tell
tales to children."

Collector: "Do you think there was a moral to this story? Wwhat do you
think the purpose of the story was?"

Narrator: "I think that the story is about the different types of
people that used to live on the earth such as giant. I really do think
that long ago there were people who were larger and different from the

present inhabitants."]



