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CEDAR GAP COMMUNITY

ORIGINALLY NAMED COATES FOR EARLY SETTLER KEM COATES,
CEDAR GAP COMMUNITY FORMED IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY.
COATES, ON WHOSE LAND THE POST OFFICE WAS LATER LOCATED,
ARRIVED IN THE 1870s, AND BY THE EARLY 1880s, A NUMBER OF
FAMILIES FROM ROBERTSON COUNTY SETTLED HERE. RESIDENTS SOON
ORGANIZED CEDAR GAP BAPTIST CHURCH, WHICH REMAINED IN
EXISTENCE UNTIL THE 1970s. THE REV. G.C. SCOTT SERVED AS THE
FIRST PASTOR.

CEDAR GAP GREW AS TRANSPORTATION IMPROVED. FIRST SERVED
BY THE CEDAR GAP PIKE (LATER COUNTY ROAD 127), A STAGECOACH
ROUTE RUNNING FROM ABILENE SOUTH TO CONTENT, THE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPED FURTHER AS THE ABILENE & SOUTHERN
RAILWAY REACHED THE AREA. BUILT IN 1909, THE RAILWAY RAN FROM
ABILENE TO SAN ANGELO, PASSING THROUGH CEDAR GAP, WHERE
THE COMPANY CONSTRUCTED A FRAME WAITING STATION.
CONTRACTORS EMPLOYED AREA RESIDENTS TO HELP BUILD THE
RAILROAD.

LIFE IN CEDAR GAP REVOLVED AROUND A NUMBER OF OTHER
INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING A SCHOOL, WHICH OPENED IN THE 1880s
AND FIRST MET IN THE BAPTIST CHURCH BUILDING BEFORE MOVING
INTO ITS OWN STRUCTURE IN 1898, IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, AS

CTHE COMMUNITY GREW, THE SCHOOL MOVED TWO MORE TIMES, IN
U908 AND 1916, TO ACCOMMODATE THE LARGE NUMBER OF
“SJIUDENTS, EVENTUALLY CONSOLIDATING WITH THE TUSCOLA
ISTRICT IN 1948, OTHER COMMUNITY ESTABLISHMENTS INCLUDED A
TBLACKSMITH SHOP, GENERAL STORE, COTTON GIN AND WOODMEN
THE WORLD LODGE (NO. 2184). TODAY, CEDAR GAP CEMETERY,

TED NEAR THE FORMER CHURCH SITE AND CONTAINING GRAVES
EARLY AREA SETTLERS, SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THIS ONCE-

BRANT COMMUNITY.
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