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Modern civi ’tion'has more comforts and involves more

/i 7" ] %?«z : Ag< g
expenses; 4 is therefore necessary that all elasses of labor
receive a larger wage. In the factory; in commeégp; in the various
lines of general business, and in the office this evolution has
gone forward till agriculture is confronted by a permanently higher
scale of wages in all these lines than that prevailing on the farm,
and much higher than can be paid under present conditions.

Should it be any surprise that young men leave the farm and
go to the city?

The same talent that calls for $50,00 per month as farm over-
sefer readily secures $100,00 to $125,00 per monfh in other pur=
suits, How has it been brought about that occupations cutside of
farming can profitably pay the highervwage. It has'been secured by
the general iﬁtroduction of labor saving machinerx by which
one man can do the work of 20 to 50 men in the olden time and of
course receives a part of the gain in a higher wage, In the office
equipped with modern appliences one man can do ten times the work
of the Clerk following the 0ld methode and rightfully receives
higher pay. In railrcading grades have been lowered, the weight
of rails doubled, the tracks better ballaste®, engines of greater
power constructed and cars of six-fold capacity provided sco that a
given train crew can handle ten times the freight now it could thire

ty years ago - the result, a larger wage, but a lower freight rate.
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In ocean commerce the steamship has almost entirely re-placed
the sailing vessel and in a third of a century itm capacity has
been increased from five to ten fold, In all these lines waste
has been eliminated while efficiency and economy have been increeased.

Have we noted the amazing pregress of the world: The factoryj
the railway; the merchent marine; the navy; miningj constructive
machinery, and nearly all business methods of oneé-third ¢f a cene
tury ego are of no account today. They are too slow, The presie-
dent of the largest steel company in America, prier to the consolit
dation, told me that his company at the initial, equipped with the
best machinery knoﬁn: in fifteen years it was necessary to throw it
away and re-equip, because electricity had taken the place of éteam.

In agriculture there has been some progress, but the evolution

along economic lines has been slight and & lower wage prevails.,
Everywhere the American farmérj&s up against 1t.”

It is evident why the brightest young men and women leave the
farm and seek employment in the office, the factory, and the raile
way service, This must not continue, It tends to lower the grade

of rﬁral life and withdraws from it the very element that should
ﬁp build it,

It can be remedied, Other things being equeal, mést people
prefer rural life, Let us consider the reforms necessary'ﬁo restore
the equilibrium between country and town,

The farm must follow the lead of the factory, and do more work

in a day by adding machinery and increasing the power, Each farm
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laborer must be able to accomplish more work and thus be entitled
to a larger wage, This requires more education for the éveraga
farm laborer, a clearer perception of the requirements of the farm,
a more perfect knowledge of men and machinery and tireless energy.

It requires better farm tools and teams, The pony plow and the
cotton mule stand for low earning capacity and should be relegated
to the past. Instead of one acre per day the average farm hand
must plow six acres; For one light mule he must substitute six
heavy mules, Harrowing, disking, seeding, and harvesting must be
handled with greater care and rapidity, With the greatest respect
for the one mule and the one gallows farmer they should be placed
among the antiquities. Their earning power is too small to compete
with present conditioms, The farmer must increase the amount of
work he can perform in a day by at least six fold cor concede that
he has failed to keep step with the progress of general business.
The demand is for greater intelligence in the man, more power in the
horses or mules and better farm.tooln; In large fields one man
could drive eight horses or mules, Easily handling a gang.,. riding
plow with cut of 2 1/2 to 3 feet, according to soil, and turning
six to eight acres per day., If gasoline or steam engines can bhe
aedapted to this work, so much the better,

With at least equal facilit& more teams can be adjusted to the
harroy , the seeder and the binder, 1In the cotton fields there is

no difficulty in multiplying the accomplishments of a days labor up
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r to the time of picking, and there is little doubt that cotton picke
| ing will soon become a machine process.,
- ——— A 4 - 1 ; = SR i
.J-—-ﬁill--—: 2nd. Equally important with stronger teams and beiter tools

_are soils and soil conditions.

e R
average farmer does not know much #bout goils and their S

J mﬁ?ﬂnny productive possibilities. The soil is ome of the most
ive and complicated mechanisms known to man. It

of its chemical lm is m&ua; but we do know that
 its chemical action may be stimulated or checked and its mechanical
jowers strengthened or restored by human effort,

"'Without a genial éndj'e;ponsivé soil

and witheut a thorough kncwledge of the cenditicu vhich merliqt |

| soil-emergy even the most persistent labor is of suall value. The

successful farmer of the future must know how to break up the come

pounds of the soil end remnder them soluble in water; how to render
soils light or heavy, porous or compact and how to bring out its
best energies in crop production. He must be able to produce
enormous crops without seil exhaustion; or if exl_mausted, he must
understand how te restore it to virgin rertilitjr-. He must know how

to bend the stoms to his purpose amd adjust the crop conditions to

the uncertainties of the seasons,

_between the

‘ awbs -‘bhé" room for possible improvement is very great, =

T e

3rd. Thé third item for improvement is farm seeds, One of the

g marm}s qf nature is a seedmappai in a minute germ which is sur=
-f?a snpply @:ﬁ fm perfaet],y adjusted to the requirements ;
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class and all the line of plants was of unusual vigor the seed will
Cransiit this stored heritage to the futise plant, and on the eens
trary, it will just as certainly transmit the negléct of the care=
less farmer, It is therefore possible in all cultivated plants
that fruit to establish varieties that fruit abundantly or sparcely;
mature early or late; manifest intense vigor or exceptional weak=
ness, or cause other characteristics to become fixed.,

After a seed has been matured much depends upon selection, The

planting of early ripening seeds results in early maturing plants;

‘large seeds Jg a given variety, in larger plants,

The germ is such a minute thing that it is easily damasged by
exposure to dampness and the action of fran;:heat upon it at that
stage, If it does not destroy it the vitality of the germ is lowered'
and the vigor of the future plant reduced, It is estimated that
this is wholly or partially true of more than halff the seeds planted
in the Southern States,

In the Southern-rice belt}it has been shown that imported seed
rice averages about 3&%'greater germinating power than home grown
seed - due entirely to the above cause.. Foreign seed is thoroughly
gsun-dried before it is stored,

If the loss from a failure to use the best seed is even 25%
it mounts into the millioms in the genmeral aggresate.

gth, To another cause is due greét and general losses on the

farm, and that is a failure to understand the nutritive value of

farm cropsythat is their feeding value. Cash values of crops are
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understood, and farmers try to get the best cash returns for their
products; but cash values and feeding values are totally different.
Inasmuch as considerable food must be consumed on the farm for the
support of farm teams and stock « and the future farming will require
more teams and heavier teams and general diversification, which will
soon come in Texas, must include more stock - it is evident that the
nutritive values of farm crops 1is a question of increasing import- e
ance, In the nine following States; Alabama, Arkansas, Florida,
Georgia, Louisiana, Missigsippi, Nerth Carelina, South Careclina and
Texas, the principal food for work stock ig Indian corm and a low
grade of hay,

The census shows that in these States 22,238,375 acres were

or f dith

planted to corm in 1899, Thehgverage yield ,was 14.35 bushels per
acre, The most of this land if planted to cow-peas wcould have proe
duced from cne to two tons of peavine hay per acre, probably one amd
one=half tons on an‘arerago. but call it one ton. One ton of
cowpea hay is equaitf%eding value to 25 bushels of Indian comn,
a gain of nearly 80% in food value over the corn crop, A fair estie
mate on the average cow=-pea crop would meke an average of about
IOQ% over corn, besides greatly improving the soil, Many acres of
these corn lands €owld produce alfalfa, possibly 3 to 4 tons per
acre, TFour tons of alfalfa is equal to 100 bushels of Indian
-corn in feeding value, This would be a gain of 7oq% over the_corn.

An examination of the oat crop in the nine States mentioned



.
shows an average yield of 12,7 bushels per acre, Approximately
42 bushels of cats are equal in food value to a tone of eéow-pea hay
or a ton of alfalfa.

A gield of one and one-half tons of either of these fodder
plants per acre would egual 63 bushels of oats or a gain of nearly
5oq% in food value over raising oats, These crops are simply given
as examples of what might be done by a knowledge of food values,

‘ It woule evidently lead to the use of less grain and the feeding of
more legumes,

Economic management requires that all waste on the farm shall
be utilized, All grass, straw, weeds, fuel and the surplus water
on or flowing through or under the farm must contribute to the
revénues of that farm, If the waste grass, straw and weeds on a half
section of land were converted into mutton and the waste seeds of
grain and weeds converted into poultry the receiptsvwould be a
valueble addition to the farm revonue;

7 Enonamib manag ement requires the proper care and housing of
ferm implements and toolé. Sky-shingled sheds should be a thing of
the past, The future will call for ﬁore and better machinery, but
it must receive more and better care, '

Insurance. We insure our lives and ﬁﬁe buildings on our farms, Why
not exténd the principle of insurané; to other matters”?

\ Insufance demands diversification., The farmer must produce the
i%@food required for the consumptien of the people employed on the farm.

3
-
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The farm must supply the fobd for teams and stock:,

There must be more than one cash crop, and il possible, several
ninor cash crops that yield revenue different seasons pf the year
to meet current expenses; This plan may not be as profitable some
years as‘the_single cash crop, but it is safer and wins out ten times
where the single crop wins once, These rules aprly teo the tenant
and to the man who owns and works his farm, The capitalistic far;

mer is anbther propositien,

Diversification requires some stock on every farm, and it should
be the best Tme improved animal that can utilize food to the best
advantage, There are many reasons why the world cannot compete with
the United States in the production of the best stock for all purpos-
es, and therefore, in the long rum it will be found a most profie-
table line of industry;

Econokic stock raising depends upon successful grazing, BHurope
and Aslia are so caﬁplotely denuded of timber that general fencing
of fields is impractical, Afriqa and South America are largely
treeless plateaus,

The raiéing of high grade stock depends upon the superior intel-
iigenco of the farmers. Texas has all the econditions for becoming
a great centre of stock raising, There is an increasing demand for
~ large draft horses , superior roadsters and army horses, There is
a shortage of good nules: that weigh from twelve to sixteen hundred
Hpounds; There should be a surplus of export steers in every town-

ship in Texas, Our home market will for a long time take all the
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high grade mutton sheep and extra bacon hogs we can produce,

' I note that conservative farmers in all parts of the United
Stat es never sell their surplus grain and hey till the crops of the’
following year are assured. This is done as an insurance against
possible shortage of a crop. Banks find it necessary to retain .o
from 25 to 4Q% of their deposits in cash assets as an insurance
against emergency calls, This is considered essential to safe bank=
ing.

Safe farming requires that a farmer should have not only,

A JtRAA e TEeehe 1y F Vi el hw

Aenough money in the spring to make a crop, but in case of disaster
that sedson that he should have enough money to make a crop the
following year.

The plan of making crops on advances has been disastrous to
Southern farmers and it will prove a quick-sand to 90% of the men
who venture upon it. ‘ :

It is needless to pursue these inquiries further, Enough has
;een suggested to show that it is possible to so reform farm managce-
ment and re-adjust fénm conditioné that the farm can pay a wege
equal to the factory on the general fields of industry; but ome
thing is all essential, that the farm shall secure a higher class
of laborers. Thousands of geood farm mahagera are wanted and tens
of thousands of intelligagt , honest, energetic and faithful laborf
ers., The old time white laborers of this class have gone to the

cities, The country must produce more men of this type and hold
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them by a more profitable and attractive agriculture,

It has been shown that the farmer can increase the amount of
labor he can perform in one day on the farm from three to six fold
by the use of more and better teams and tools; he can multiply the
product of each acre by an average of three to six fold by a proper
management of the soil to retain unifbxm nieisture and yield its
highest product; he can increase the. harvest 507 to 1007 by by
planting more highly vitalized seeds: With less labor he can produce
crops of many fold greater feeding value per acre than those now
in general use; he can change the present system of farming from
its annual crop and uncertain results to diversified crops which
yvield quick returns and add to the bank account many times in the
year, By a thorough knowledgé of agriculture and ample means to
conduct the business the income from the farm may be made as safe
as that of the factory. :

In my opinion the equilibrium of wage between city and country
can never be restored except by handling the farm upon the lines
above indicated, themn it will be more than restored and there will
be a flow of the men of the best talent and greatest energy to the
countrye A large city represents centralization in wealth, in
influence and in political power, It is arbitrary in its dictum
and monarchical in ite tendencies, The masses in cities depend upon
the few for employment and support.

The country is the‘source of independent thought and action.
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Life is segregated; ﬁhere are no masses; the independent farmer:
stands for Dmeratie government,

To the abnormal growth of the large cities of the United States
during the past twenty years with their immense wealth, prestige and
power is largely chargeable any observed tendency to centralization
in our Government.

The abnormal growth of cities, as compared with the country
is causing alarm among thoughtful people, but alarm without remedy
is useless and sensational. We note that cities Xdre increasing
not only in population but in wealth, modern conveniences and power,
all out of proportion %o their actual earning capacity or real
production of wealth: There are evident reasons for this. The
National Banks have absorbed in capital and deposit over Three Bile
lions of the peoples' money and the law is so framed that the securi-
ties which the farmers have, and the time for which they need generak-
ly to vorrow can not be accepted by the banks.

The great Insurance Companies have gathered hundreds of
millions from farmers,and stored it in the eities,and mainly use
it to improve and enrich the cities. The merchants and manufacture
ers of the cities send out their wares to the country and pile up
tﬁeir wealth in the cities.

. The Rail Roads and Steamship lines carry the products of the
country, but store their gains in the cities. Cities have sewerage,
water, Davement, electric lights, telegraph, telephone, rapid transit
ahd the comforts and conveniences of modern civilization, and much

of it was done hecause country earnings flowed to city coffers.
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Primarily thils preponderance of power, influence and wealth, in réver
of the citles is due to lack of broad education among the farmers.
They fail to discover the insidious ways by which their property is
filched, their privileges Sbridgt‘lanl they are made dependent on
the cities. This must uaJ§$§323%% and will be, through a broader
education of the farmers. Then the farmers will see to it that
provisions are made in the National Banking system for the finance
ing of the country, that insurance iﬁﬁﬁfﬁi largely be co-operative
and the massing of money be prohibited from this source. That bete
ter facilities for transportation and communication are secured for
the country.

All legislation that gives superior co-operative advantages to
the city, will then be cancelled and fostering legislation enacted
till the prosperity of the country is as notable as that of the city,
tilld::éhe advantages are at last equaly) f411 money is abundant for
every luprovement and every acre of farm land 1s as good security
for its value as a Govermment bondy "&n can the American proudly
boast of his Country's achievements, for it will stand upon a pinacls
of power based on the substantial and permanent development of all
interests. ‘

The short road to this result is the general and broad educa=
tion of the farmers and the universal adoption of the new Agriculture
The sturdy sons of American farmers must attend the Agricultural
colleges and study Agriculture to practice it. The older men
should attend Farmers Institutes and become versed in the better

practices of a thrifty Agriculture.
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When in the adoption of the New Agriculture the tide of the
educated and the energetic manhood shall flow towards the country
and £ill the rural districts of our land with intelligent and
vigorous white farmers, many of the serious problems of our nation
will be settled, [Fspecially does it appeal to the South as one of
her most imperative problems, that her virgin lands shall be imme-
diately settled with cultured and sterling white farmers. Such a
consumation will bring great prosperity and avert threatened ca=-
lamity.

Young men of Texas! let us build up a great Americanism, grand
and peculiar, It can not be in the greatness of our catiu.
Bséylon was great and powerful, and Rome was rich in stelan wealth,
magnificent in horrowed treasures, and mighty in the legions that
followed her Ragles. There are in other lands vast cities that
rival our own in splendor and mﬁ.

It is in the country that Americanism can be made peerless.
Our lahgua.ge shows the WM of the country in former ages.
While Rome was at the Zenith of her power the Roman farmer was coms
pelled to live in villages for protection and such was his degraded

}. character that we now use the word villian.(the name of the Roman
| farmer) to signify the 3%s of all infamies. Boor, clown, heathen,
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The greatest heroes are not those who march a® the music of the

drum, or who die amid the ecarnage of battle., The greatest foree to

contribute to the happiness of a people or mould its destiny, is a

model country home, where intense vital forces are blended with the
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most imposing indicates that the occupant has some love of flowers

and some knowledge of art., bﬁmre the sehool house has supplanted
the saloon, and the library is more uttrsctlim than the horse race.
Thus far, what have we been doing to the country? Simply pure
loining the stored wealth of the soil o€% eggrandize cities and towns
It is the mission of the young men of this age to build up the coun=
try,
1st., By maintaining the fertility of the soil.

2nd. By emmipa.tmg the country from financial vassalage to
/
f&@( At Ae ﬁgw&ﬁ’ firtatg - Cpopipla ’ﬁwﬁ el 0 .»/MxmmW %
the citiﬁﬂ,w Z"Zﬂ g 55 . 23%&»%«?

3rd. By seeing that the good roads, eleetric railways,
telephones and mail delivery are extended to all parts of the country

4th, By residing in the country and establishing model couns
téry homes; where nature yields her most magnificent returns at the
touch of an intelligent husbandry ./ “fheix art and learning flourishe
ed in conjunction with healthful toil, and where falir women and brave
men wese bred and trained to an exalted destiny.
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