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To the moft wvircuous
and excellent Lady M*™,
BRIDGET DUNCH,

=== T i an argument

el [l of the Immorea-
lity of the Soul,

| that 1t can appre-

A bend, and imbrace
fuch aConcepti-

on s and, it may be fome kinde of

Prophecy, of the continuance, and

A3 lafting




The Epiftle

lafting of thefe Letters , that ha-
ving been [cattered, more then Sibyls
leavves, I cannot [ay into parts, but
corners of the VW orld, they have re-
colleSted and united themfelves ,
meeting at ance, as it were , at the
Jame [pring, from whence they flow-
ed, but by Succefsien.

But, the piety of Aineas to An-
chifes, withthe beat, and fervour of
hig zeale, had been dazelled, and
extinguifhed by the fire of Troy,and
his Father become his ‘Tombe, had
not a brighter flame appeared in his
Protection, and Venus herfelf de-

cended with ber embraces, to pro-
tet her Martiall Champion ; fo
that there is no [afer way, to givea

perpetuity to this  remnant of the
dead




Dedicatory.

dead Aiithonr ; bit, by dedicating it
tvhe Altar of Beatity and perfecti-
on" and if you,- Madam, be but
pleafed to fhed on it one beame of
your: Grace and Favour, that very
Adumbration will guicken it with a
new Spirit,and defend it from all fire,
( the fave of moft Letters) but the
laft ; which, turning thefe into afbes,
Shall revive the Authour . from his
Vrne, and put bim into a capatity
of celebrating you , bis Guardian
Angell, who bas protetted that part
of bus Soul,that be left bebinde him,
his Fame and R eputation..

The courtefies that you conferre
upon the living, may admit of Jome
allay , by “a pofiibility of a Retalia-
tion ; but what you beftow upon the
Dead




The Epiftle &e¢.

Dead, i a Sacrifice to pure Virtue ;
an ungified Deity, tis true, withous |
Oblation, Altar, or Temple, if ; (
¢ were not enfbrined in your noble |
breft, but, Imuft, forever, become
ber wotary, if it be; but for giving
methis Inclination, and defire of be-

ing
y . Madam |

Your mofthumble fervant ,

I
15 y¢

Fo. Donne,
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FPPEPEEPEPRTLETET
A
COLLECTION

of Letters written to feverall
Perfons of Honour.

Tothe worthieft Lady M*, Bridget White.

MADAME,

ESXAF Y Could make fome guefle whe-
ther fouls that go to heaven;
retain any memory of us
that ftay behinde, 1f T knew
whether you ever thought of
us, fince you enjoyed your heaven, which
is your felf,ac home. Your going away hath
made London a dead carkafle. A Tearm and
a Court do 2 little {pice and embalmeir,
and keep it from putrefaction, but the foul
went away in you: and Ithink the onely
reafon why the plague is fomewhat {lack-
ned, 1s, becaule the place is dead already,

B and




Letters to feverall
and no body left worth the killing. Where-

foever you are, there is Londonenough : and

icis a diminifhing of youto fay fo, fince

you are more thea the reft of theworld:
When you havea c}eﬁrc te worka miracle,
yon will return hither, and raifethe place
i i from the dead,and the dead that arein i,
| of which I am one, but thata hope that I
have aroom in your favour keeps me alive,
which you fhall abundantly confirme to
me, 1if by one letter you tell me, that you
have received my fix; for now my letters
are grown to that bulk, that I may divide
them like Amadis the Gaules book,and tell
you, that this 1s the firft letter of the fecond
part of the firftbook.

——

Strand §. Peters
day at nine. Your humbleft, and affetionare

fervaa: J. D.




Perfons of Hononr.

To theworthieft Lady M=, B, W,

MADAME,

IThink the leteers which I fend to you
fingle Jofe themfelves by the way for
want of a guide, or faint for wantof com-
pany. Now, that on yout part there be no
excufe, after three fingle leteers, I fend three
together; that every one of them may have
two witnefles of their delivery. They come
alfo to waite upon another letter from St £,
Herbert, of whofe recovery from a Fever,
you may apprehend a perfecter content-
ment then we, becaufe you had none of
the former forrow. I am an Heretique if
it be found Doétrine, that plealure rafts
beft after forrow. Formy parc, Ican love
health well enough, though [ be never fick;
and I never needed my Miftris frownsand
disfivours, to make her favours acceptable
tome, In States,itis a weaknefs to ftand
upon a defenfive war, and fafer nottobe
invaded, then to have overcome: fo in our
fouls health, an innocenceis: better then the
B 2 heaxti-




Letters to feverall

heartieft repentance.And in the pleafures of
this life, it is better that the variety of the
Plcafurcs give us the tafteand appetiteto
it, then a fowre and fad interruption quic-
ken ot ftomack;for then we live by Phy-
fick. I wifh therefore all your happinefles
fuch as this intire, and without flaw, or
fpot of difcontentment; and {uch is the love
and fervice of

Strand S. Deters Your humbleft and affectionateft
day at 4. fervant . D.
Tothe fame.
MADANE,

His letter which I fend enclofed hath

been yours many moneths,and hath
languifhed upon my table for a paffage fo
long, thatas others fend news in their let-
ters, I fend an antiquity in mine. Idurft
not tear 1t, after it was yours : there is fome
facnlcdgc indefacing any thing confecrated
to you,and fome impiety to defpaire that

any thing devoted to you fhould not be re-
ferved




Perfons of Honour.

ferved toagood iflue. 1remember I fhould
have fent it by a fervant, of whofe diligence
I fee I was too confident.. I know not
what it {ays : but Idare make this letter no
longer , becaufe being very fire tha Tal-
ways think the fame thoughts of you,1am
afraid Ifhouldfall upon the fame words,
and {ofend one letter twice together.

Yonr very affectionate
Novemb. 8. Sfervan: J. D.

Tothe Honourable Lady M™. B, W.

MADA ME,
Have but fmall comfort in this letter;
the meffenger comes.too eafily to me,
and I am too fure that the letter {hall be de-
livered. All adventures towards you fhould
be of more difficulty and hazard. But pet-
chance I need notlament this; it may be (o
many of my letters are loft already thaticus
time that one fhould come, like Fobs fer-
vant, to bring word, that the reft were loft.
If you have had more before, this comes to
B 3 aske




Letters to ﬁfvemll

aske how they were received ; and if you
have had none, it comestotry how they
fhould have been received. It comes to you
like a bafhfull fervant, who though he have
an extreme defire to put himfelf in your
prefence, yet hath not much to (ay when he
is come: yet hath 1t as much to fay as
you canthink ; becaufe whar degrees fo-
ever of honour, refpect,and devotion, you
can imagine or beleeve to bein any, this
lecter tells you, thatall thofe arein me to-
wards youn.Sothat for this letter yoware my
Secretary ; for your worthinefs | and your
opinion that I have a juft eftimatiort of
them, write it : (o that it is as long, and as
good, as you think it ; and nothing is left
to me, but as a witnefs, to fubfcribe the

name of

Your moft bumble [ervant
I D.

Though this letter be yours, it will not mif
become or difproportion it that [ mention your
Noble brother; who is gone to Cleave,not to re-
eurn till towards Chriftmas, except the bufirefs
deferve him ngt fo long,




Perfons of Hounour.

To the Honourable L. the Lady King{mel #pon
the death of ber Hrfband.

MADAME,
THofc things which God diffolves at

once, as he thall do the Sun, and
Moon, and thofe bodies at the laft confla-
gration, henever intends to reuniteagain;
but in thofe things, which he takes in
pieces, as he doth man, and wife, in thefe
divorces, by death, and in fingle perfons,
by the divorce of body and foul; God hath
anather purpofe to make them up again.
Thatpicce which he takes to himfelf is pre-
fently caft in a mould, and in an inftant
made it for his ule ; for heaven isnora
placeof a proficiency , butof prefent per-
fedtion. That precewhich he leaves behinde-
1n this world by the death of a part thereof,
growes fiter and fitter for him, by the
good ufe of his corretions, and the intire
conformity to his will. Nothing difpropor-
tions us, nor makes us fo uncapable ofbe-
ing reunited tothofe whom we loved here,
as




Lettersto feverall

as murmuring, or not advancing the good-
nefls of him, who hath removed them from
hence. We would wonder, to fee a man,
who ina wood were left to his liberty, to
fell what trees he would, take onely the
crooked, and leave the ftreighteft trees ; but
that man hath perchance a fhip to build,
and not a houle, and fo hath ufe of that
kinde of timber : let not us, who know
that in Gods houfe there are many Manfi-
ons, but yet have no modell, no defigne of
the forme of that building, wonder at his
taking in of his materialls, why he takes
the young, and leaves the old, or why the
fickly overlive thofe, that had better health.
We are not bound to think that fouls de-
parted, have devefted all affe@ions towards
them, whom they left here; but we are
bound to think, that for all their loves they
would not be here again : Then is the will
of God done in Earth, as it isin Heaven,
when we neither pretermic his aétions, nor
refift them; necither pafs them over inan
inconfideration, as though God had no
hand




Terﬁm of Hononr.

hand in them, nor goabout to take them
outof his hands, as though we could direct
him to do them better. AsGods Scriptures
are his will, fo his aétions are his will
both are Teftaments, becaufe they teftifie
his minde tous. Itis not lawfulltoadde 2
fcedule to either of his wills : as they do
1ll, who addeto his written will, the Scri-
ptures, a fcedule of Apcryphall boeks: fo
dothey alfo, who to his other will, his ma-
nifefted a&ions, adde Apocryphall condi-
tions, and a {cedule of fuch limitationsas
thefe, If God would have ftayed thus longy
or, IfGod would have proceeded in this or
this manner, I could have bern it. To
fay thatour affliGtions are greater then we
can bear, is o near to defpairing, as that the
fame words exprefs both; for when we
confider Cames words in that originall
tongue in which God {pake, we cannot tell
whether the words be, My punifhment s
greater then can be born; or My fin 1s grea-
ter then can be forgiven. But Madame, you
who willingly facrificed your felf to God,
C n

n




Letters to feverall

in your obedience to him, in your own
ficknefs, cannot be doubred to difpute with
him, about any part of you, which he fhall
be pleafed to require at your hands.The dif-
ference is great in the lofs, of anarme, ora
head; ofachild, or a husband:buctothem,
who are incorporated into Chrift, their
head, there can be no beheading ; upon
ou, who are a member of the fpouleof -
Chrift the Church, there can fall no wi-
dowhead , nor orphanage upon thofe chil-
dren to whom God is father. Ihavenot
another office by your husbands death,
for 1 was your Chaplaine before, in my
daily prayers; but 1{hall inlarge that office
with other Colle&s, then before, that God
will continue to you, that peace which you
have ever had in him, and fend you quiét,
and peaceable difpofitions in all them with
whom you fhall haveany thing to do, in
your temporall eftate and matters of this
world. Amen.
Your Ladifiips very humble and

At my poor houfe at S. 4 :
Pauls. 26; Otobs thankfull [ervant in Chrift
162 4. fef#s §. Donne.

Te




Ter/am of Honour.

Tomy hononred friend §: T, Lucey.,

SIR,

I Make account that this writing of leters,
when 1t is with any ferioufnels, is a kind
ofextafie,and a departureand feceffion and
fufpenfion of the foul w" doth then comu-
nicate it felf to two bodies: And as I would
every day provide for my fouls laft convoy,
though I knew not when I fhall die, and
perchance I fhall never die; fo for thefe
extafies in letters, Toftentimes deliver my
felf over in writing when I know not
when thofe letters fhall be fent to you,
and many times they never are, for [have a
licle fatisfaction in feeing a letter written
toyou upon my table, though I meet no
opportunity of fending it. Efpecially this
{ummer, when either by my early retiring
home, or your irrefolutions of your own
purpofes or fome other pofleflions of yours
youdidlefle reveale to me your progrefes,
and ftations, and where I might croffe you
by letters, then heretofore : 1 make fhifc
: ' C: to
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to lay lictle faulc upon you,becaufe my par-
don might be eafier , if Itranfgrefsintoa
longer and bufier letter then your Countrey
fports admit;but you may read it in winter:
And by that time I may more clearly ex-
prefs my felf for thofe things which have
entred into me , concerning your foul: for
as the greateft advantage which mans foulis
thoughtto have beyond others,is thar which
they call Aétwm reflexum , and iteratum, ( fox
Beafts do the fame things as we do,but they
do not confider nor remember the circum-
ftances and inducements ; and by what
power,and faculty, it is that they do them)
fo of thofe which they call Aétum reflexum
the nobleftis that which refleéts uponthe
foulitfelf,and confiders and meditates i,
Into which confideration when I. walke
after my.{low and unperfect pace, I begin
to think that as litigious men tyred with
{uits, admic any arbitrement; and Princes
travailed with long and waftfull war, de-
fcend to {uch conditions of peace, as they
are foon after- alhamed to have embraced:

{o
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fo Philofophers, and fo all fects of Chri-
ftians, after long difputations and contro-
verfies, have allowed many things for po-
fitive and dogmaticall truths which are not
worthy ef that dignity; And fo many
do&rines have grown to be theordinary
dictand food of our fpirits, and have place
in the pap of Catechifmes, which were ad-
mitted but as Phyfick in that prefent di-
ftemper, or accepted. in alazie wearinefs,
when men, {o they might have {omething
to relic upon, and to excule themfelves
from more painfull inquifition;never exa-
mined what that was. To which indifpofi-
tion of ours, the Cafuifls are fo 1ndulgent,
asthat they allow a confcience to adhereto
any probable opinion againft a more pro-
bable, and do never binde himto feck out
which isthemore probable, but givehim
leave to diffemble it and to depart from
it,1f by milchance he come to know it
This, as it appears 1n all {ciences , fo moft
manifeftly in Phyfick; which for a long
time confidering nothing, but plain curing
(9% and
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and that but by example and precedent,
the world at laft longed for fome certain
Canons and Rules, how thele cures
might be accomplifhed ; And when men
are inflamed with this defire, and that{uch
a fire breaks out thatrages and confumes in-
finitly by heat of argument; except fome of
authority interpofe. This produced Hippo-
crates his Aphorifmes; and the world
flumbred or took breath, in his refolution
divers hundreds of years: And then in
Galens time, which was not fatisfied with
the effeét of curing, nor with the know-
ledge how to cure, broke out another de-
fire of finding out the caules why thofe
{imples wrought thofe effeéts. Then Galen
rather to ftay their ftomachs then thathe
gavethem enough, taught them the quali-
ties of the four Elements, and arrefted them
upon this, that all differences of qualities
proceeded from them. And after, (not
much before our time) men perceiving that
all effeéts 1n Phyfick could not be derived
form thefe beggerly and impotent proper-
ties,




Perfons of Honour.

ties of the Elements, and that therefore they
were driven often to that miferable refuge
of fpecifique form, and of antipathy and
fympathy, we fee the world hath turned
upon new principles which areatribured
to Paracelfus, but (indeed ) too much tohis
honour. Certainly 1t is alfo {o in the Phy-
fick of our foul Divinity,for in the Primi-
tive Church, when amongft the Fathers
there were fo divers opinions of the ftate
of the foul, prefently after this life they eafi-
ly inclined to be contentto. doasmuch for
them dead as when they were alive,and fo
concuired in a charitable difpofition to
pray for them, which manner of prayer
then in ule, no Chriftian Church at this
day having received better lighe, will al-
low of. So alfo when inthe beginning of
S. Auguflines time , Grace had been fo much
advanced that mans Nature was {carce ad-
mitted to be fo much as any means or in-
frument (not onely no kinde of caufe) of
his own good works: And {oon afterin S.
Augnftines time alfo mans free will (by fierce

oppofi-
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. oppofition and arguing againft the former

error ) was too much overvalued,and ad-
mitted into too near degrees of fellowfhip
with Grace ; thofe times admicted a
do&rine and form of reconciliation, which
though for reverence to the time, both the
Dominicans and Jefuits at this day in their
great quarrell about Grace and Free will
would yet feem to maintaine ,yet indiffe-
rent and difpafsioned men of that Church
feethere is no poffibility in it,and therefore
accufeit of abfurdity and almoft ef herefie.
Ethink it falls out thus alfo in the matter of
the foul: for Chriftian Religion prefu-
ming a foul,and intending principally her
happinefs in the life to come, hath been
content to accept any way which hath been
obtruded ; how this foul is begun 1n us.
Hence 1t is that whole Chriftian Churches
areftthemfelves upon propagation from pa-
rents; and other whole Chriftian Churches
allow onely infufion from God. Inboth
which opinions there appear fuch infirmi-
ties as it 1s time to look for a better: for
who-
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whofoever will adhere to the way of pro-
pagation, can never evi& neceffarily and
certainly a naturall immortality in the foul,
ifthe foul refule out of magter, nor fhall he
ever prove that all mankind hath any more
then one foul: ascertainly of all beafts, if
they receive fuch fouls as they have from
their parents every {pecies can have butone
foul. Andthey which follow the opinion
ofinfufion from God,and of a new creation
(whichis nowthe more common opinicn)
as they canveryhardly defend the doétrin of _
original fin(the foul is forced to take this in-
feétion,and comes notinto the body of her
own difpofition ) fo fhall they never be
ableto prove that all thofe whom we feein
the fhape of men have an immortall and
reafonable foul, becaufe our parents are as
ableasany other fpecies is to give us a foul
of growth and of fenfe,and to performall
vitall and animall fun&ions. And {o with-
outinfufion of fuch a foul may producea
creature as wife and well difpofed as any
horfe or Elephant, of which degree many
D whom
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whom we fee come far fhort; nor hath
God bound or declared himfelf chat he will
always createa foul for every embryon there
is yet therefore no opinion in Philofophy,
nor Divinity, {o well eftablifhed as con-
ftaains us to beleeve, both thatthe foul is
immortall,and that every particular man
hath fuch a foul: which fince out of the
great mercy of our God we do conftantly
beleeve, 1am afhamed cthat we do not alfo
know it by fearching farthét : -But as fome-
times we had racher beleeve a Travellers lie

“then go to difprove him;fo men rather

cleaveto thele ways then feck new: yet be-
caufe | have medirated therein,I will {hortly
aquaintyou with what I chinkfor I would
not ben danger of that law of Mofes, Thac
if aman diga pitand cover it not, he muft
recompenfe thofe which are damnified by
it: which is often interpreted of fuch as
fhake old opinions, and do not eftablifly
new as certain, but leave confciencesin a
wotfe danger then they found themin, I
beleeve that law of Mofes hath in it fome
myfterie
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myfterie and appliablenefle;for by thatlaw
men are onely then bound to thatindem.
nity and compenfation, if an Oxe or an
Afle (thatis, fuch as are of a ftrong confti-
tution and accuftomed to labour) fall there-
in; but it is not faid fo, if a Sheep or'a
Goat fall : no more are we , if men in a
fillinefle or wantonnefle will ftumble or
take a fcandall, bound to rectifie them at
all times. And therefore becaufe Ijuftly
prefume you ftrong and watchfull enough,
I make accountthat I am not obnoxiousto
that law,fince my meditations are neither
too wide nor too deep for you except onely
that my way of exprefsing them may be
extended beyond your patience andpardon,
which I will therefore tempt no longer ac
this time.

Erom Micham, my Your very affectionate friend
clofe prifon ever and fervant and lover
fince I faw you,

9 Oétb. 1. Donne.

T
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Tothe Nobleft Knight S. Edward Hetbert L. of
Cherbury; fent tohim with bis
Buook Biathanatos,

SIR,
I Make accompt that this book hathe-

nough performed that which 1t under-
took, both by argument and example. It
{hall therefore the lefle need to be it felfa-
nother example of the Doctrine. It fhall
not therefore kill 1t felf; thac is, not bury
ic felf; for if it fhould do fo, thole realons,
‘by which that aé& fhould be defended or
excufed werealfo loft withit.Sinceit is con-
tent to live, it cannot chufe a whollomeraire
then your Library, where Authors ofall
complexions are prefented. If any of them
grudge this book a room, and fufpec it of
new or dangerous do¢trine, you who
know us all, can beft moderate. To thofe
reafons which I know your love to me will
make in my favour and difcharge you may
adde this, that theugh this doctrine hath.
not been taught nor defended by writers,
yet.
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yet they, moft of any fort of men in the
world, have practifed it.
Tonr very true and earneft friend

and [ervant and lover

J. Donne,

Ty 5 Robert Carre now Earle of Ankertm,with my
Book Biathanatos at my going into Germany.

SIR,
Had need do fomewhat towards you

| above my promifes; How weak are my
performances, when even my promifes are
defeétive? I cannot promife, no not in
mine own hopes, equally to your merit to-
wiards me. But befides the Poems, of
which yourtook a promife, 1fend you ano-
ther Book to which there belongs this
Hiftory. It was written by me many years
fince; andbecaufeir is upon a mifinter-
pretable fubje& [ have always gone fo near
fupprefsing ic, as that itis onely not burnt :
no hand hath paffed upon it to copyit,nor
many eyes to readit: onely to fome parti-
colar friends in both Unuverfities , then
when 1 wricit, I did communicate it And
ks L
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I remember, Lhadchis anfwer, That cer-
tainly, there was a fallethread 1n it, bit not
eafily found : Keep 1t,I pray withthe fame
jealoufie; letany that your difcretion ad-
mits tothe fight of it, know the date of it
and that it is 2 Book written by Fack Domne,
and not by D. Donne : Referve it for me, if
Ilive and if I die, I only forbid it the Prefle,
and the Fire : publifh 1t not, but yet buen i
not ; and between thofe, do whatyou will
withit. Love meftill, thus farre, for your
own fake, that when you withdraw your
loye from me, you will finde fo many un~
worthinefles 10 me, as you grow afhamed
of having had fo long,and fo much, fuch a
thing as

Your poor fervant in Chr. Fofa
J- Donne,

To the Counte[]¢ of Bedford.

MADAM,

AMonch many other dignities which

this letter hath by being received and
{eenbyyou, itis nocthe leaft, thavit was

Pl‘O-
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prophefcd of before it was born : for your
brother told you in his letter, that 1 had
written : he did memuch honour both in
advancing my truth fo farreas to call a pro-
mife an aétalready done; and to provide
e 2 means oFdomg h1m a fervice inthis
ac, which is but doing ught to my felf:

for by this performance of mine own
word, 1havealfo juftified cthac part of his
Letter which concerned me; and it had
been a double guiltinefle in me, to have
made him guiley towards you. It makes no
difference that this came notthe fame day,
nor bears the fame dateas his; for though
in inheritances and worldly poffeflions we
confider the dates of Evidences, yet in Eet-
ters,by which we deliver over our affecti-
ons, and affurances of friendfhip, and the
bc{’c faculties of our fouls, times and daies
cannot have intereft, nor be confiderable,
becdufe that which pa(fcs by them, is eter-
nall, and out of the meafureof time. Be-
caufe therefore icisthe office of this Lexter,

to corivey my beft withes and all the cﬂcé‘ts

of
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of a noble love untoyou, (which arethe
beft fruits that fo poor a foil, as my poor
foulis, can produce) youmay be plealed to
allow the Letter thus much of the fouls
privilege, asto exempt it from ftraicnefle
of hours, orany mealure of times, and {o
beleeve it came then. And for my part; 1
fhall make it fo like my foul, that as that
affection, of which it is the meflenger, be=
gun in me without my knowing when,
any more thenI know when my foul be-
gan; foit fhall continue aslong as that.

Yonr moft affectionate friend and fervant
J.D.

To the right honourable the Countef of Montgomery.

MADAM,
OF my abulity to doe your Ladifhip
fervice, any thing may be an em-
bleme good enough ; foras a word vani-
fheth, fo doth any powerin meto ferve
you; things thatare written are fitter. tefti-
monies, becaufe they remain and are pes-
manent :
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manent: in writing this Sermon which
your Ladifh1p was pleafed to hear before, 1
confefle I fatisfie an ambition of mine
own,but it 1s the ambition of obeying your
commandment, not onely an ambition of
leaving my namein the memory, orin the
Cabinet: and yet, fince I am going out of
the Kingdom, and perchance out of the
world, (when God fhall have given my
foula place in heaven) it fhall the lefe di-
minifh your Ladifhip, if my poor name be
found aboutyou. Iknow whatdead car-
kaffes things written are,in refpeét of things.,
fpoken. Butinthings of this kinde, thac
foul that inanimates them, receives debts
from them: The Spirit of God that di-
Qates them in the fpeaker or writer, and is
prefent in his tongue or hand, meets him-
felfagain (as we meet our felves 1n a glafs)
in the eies and hearts of the hearers and
readers : and that Spiric, which isever the
fame to an equall devotion, makes a wri-
ting and a {peaking equall meansto edifi-
cation. Inone circumftancemy preaching

E and
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and my writing this Sermon is too equall :
that that your Ladifhip heard in a hoarfe
voyce then, you read 1n a courle hand now:
butinthankfulnefle [fhall lift up my hands
ascleanas my infirmicies can keep them,
and a voyce as clear as his fpiric (hall
be pleafed to tunein my prayers in all places
of the world, which fhall either fuftain or

bur
Y Yonr Ladifbips bumble [ervant
in Chrift Iefns
i i

To Sir H.R.

F a whole year be but Anius ab Annulo,

becaufe it returnes into it [elf, what 4nmu-
lulus fhall be diminusive enough, to exprefs
out weekly revolutions? In chaines the leaft
linkes have moft curiofity, but thar can be
no emblem of us: but they have alfothe
moft firength,andthar may, The firft fphere
onely which is refifted by nothing ablolves
his courfe every day; and fo doth true
friendlhip well placed; ofteniterateinack
or
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ot purpofe, the fAme offices. But as the
lower fpheres, fubject to the violence of
that, and yet naturally encouraged toa re-
luctation againft i, have therefore many
diftrattions, and eccentricities; and fome
trepidations and fo return butlamely, and
lately to theé fame place, and office: fothac
friendfhip which is niot moved primarily
by the proper intelligence, difcretion, and
about the naturall center, vertue, deth pet-
chance fometimmes, fome things; fomewhat
like true friendfhip; buthath many devia:
tions, which aré ftrayings into riew lovés
(ot of other men; for that is proper to

true wife friendfhip, which is not a mar-

ring ; but of other things ) and hath {uch

trepidations 4s keep it ffom thewing it felf]

where great perfons do notlove ; and icre-

turds to the true firft fation and placeof
frieidfhip planetarily, which'is uncercain-
lydnd feldome. I have evér (eefviti London
arid our Coutt, 2s fome colotits,and habits,
and continuances;and'iotions, and phira-
fes’) anid accents, ‘and fongs, {6 fliends in
E > fafhion
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fathion and in fealon : and I have feen
them as {odainly abandoned altogether,
though 1 fee no change in them, nor know
more why they were left, then why they
were chofen. To do things by example,
and upon confidence of anothers judgment
may be fome kinde of afecond wildome;
butic 1s but writing by @ copy : orindeed it
is the hardeft of all, and the iffue of the firft
wildome, for I cannot know thatthis ex-
ample {hould befollowed, except I knew
that it is good, and fol judgemy Judge.
Our aflent therefore, and arreft, muft be
upon things, not perfons. And when we
are fure we arein the right way, for great
perfons, we may be glad of their company,
if they go our way; we may for them
change our place, but not our end, nor ou
way, if there be but one;us in Religion. In
perchering init; it concerns as much what
our companions be, but very much what
out friends. In which I know I{peak not
dangeroufly nor mifappliably to. you,as
though I averted you from any: of thofe

: friends
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friends, who are of other imprefsions then
you or 1in fome great circumftances of Re-
ligien. Youknow Inever fettered norim-
prifoned the word Religion ; not ftraight-
ningit Frierly, ad Religiones faclitias , (as
the Romans call well their orders of Religi-
on ) nor immuring it in a Rome, or a
Wittemberg, or a Geneva, they are all virtuall
beams of one Sun, and wherefoever they
finde clay hearts, they harden them, and
moulderthem into duft; and they entender
and mollifie waxen. They are not o con-
trary as the North and South Poles ; and
thatthey are connaturall pieces of onecir-
cle. Religionis Chriftianity, which being
too {pirituall tobe feen by us, doth there-
fore take an apparent body of good life and
works, fo falvation requires an honeft
Chriftian. Thele are the two Elements,
and; he which elemented from thefe, hath
the complexion of 2 good. man, and a fit
friend. The difeales are, too much intenti-
on into indifcreet zeal and too much remif--
nefle and negligence by giving (candall: for
E 2

3 our
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our conditionand ftate in chis, is as infirm
asin out bodies; where phyfitians confi-
der only two degrees ; ficknefle, and neu-
trality ; for there is no heakh inus. This,
Sir, I ufe to fay to you, racher to havefo
good a witnefle and corrector of my medi-
tations, then to advife; and yettodochat
too, fince icis pardonablein a friend : Not
to {lack you towards thole friends which
are religious in other clothes then we ; (for
Amici it fi feras facistua, is true of fuch
faules ) but to keep you awake againft fuch
asthe place where you muft live will of-
ten obtrude, which are not onely naked,
without any fafhion of fiich garments, but
have neither the body of Religion, which
is morall honefty, and fociable faithfultefs,
not the foul, Chriftianity. Tknow not how
this paper fcaped laft week which Ifend
now;l was (o fure that [ enwtagged it then,
that I fhould be fo ftill, but (¥t I had bue¢
one copy; forgive itas youufetodo. From
Micham 1nas muchhafte, and witl as ill
Penand Inke, as the letter can accufe me
of;
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;)f; but with the laft and the next wecks
heart and affe&ion.

Yours very truely and affettionasely
J. Donne.

To Sir H. G.
SIR,
His letter hath more merit, then one
of more diligence, for I wrote it in
my bed, and with much pain.I have occafi-
on to fic late fome nights in my ftudy,
(which your books makea prety library)

and now 1 finde that that room hath a

wholefome emblematique ufe: for having’
under ic 2 vaule, makethat promife me thac
Lfhall die reading, fince my book and a
grave are fo near. Buc ic hath another
unwholefomenefle, that by raw vapors
rifing from thence, ( forl can imputeit to
nothingelfe) Ihave contradted a ficknefle
which I'cannot name nor defcribe. For it
hath fo much ofa continuall Cramp, that
it wrefts the finews, fo much of a Tetane,

thatit withdraws and puls the: mouth, and
fo
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fo much of the Gout, (which they whofe
counfell I ufe, fay it is) that it is not like
to be cured, though Iam too hafty in three
days to pronounce 1t. If it bethe Gout, I
ammiferable; for that affe@s dangerous
parts, as my neck and breft, and (I think
fearfully) my ftomach, but ic will not kill
meyet ; I {hall be in this world, like a por-
terina great houfe, ever neareft the door,
but feldomeft abroad : 1 fhall have many
things to make me weary, and yet notget
leave to be gone. If Igo, I will provide by
my beft means that you fuffer not for me,
inyour bonds. The eftate which I fhould
leave behinde meof any eftimation, 1s my
poor fame, in the memoty of my friends
and therefore I would be curious of it,and
provide that they repent not to have loved
me. Sincemy imprifonment in my bed, I
have made ameditation in verle, which I
calla Litany; the word you know imports
no other then fupplication,but all Churches
have one forme of fupplication , by that
name. Amongft ancient annals I mean
fome
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fome 800 years, [have met two Letanies
in Latin verfe, which gave me not the rea-
fon of my meditations, for in good faith I
thought not upon them then, but they give
me a defence, ifany man;toa Lay man,and
a private, impute it asa faule, to take fuch
divine and publique names, to his own
licele thoughts. The firft of thefe was made
by Ratpertus 2 Monk of Suevia; and the
other by S.Notker,of whom I will give you
this note by the way, that heis aprivate
Saint, fora few Parithes ; they were both
but Monks, and the Letanies poor and bat-

barous enough ; yet Pope Nicolas the 5, va-

lued their devotion {o much, that he cano-
nized both their Poems, and commanded
them for publike fervice in their Churches:
mine s for lefler Chappels, which are my
friends, and though a copy of it were due
to you, now, yet Iam fo unable to ferve my
{elf with writing it for you at this time,
(being fome ¢ ftaves of ¢ lines) that I muft
1ntreat you to take a promife that you fhall
have the firft, for ateftimony of that duty
F which
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which I owe toyour love, and to my felf)
who am bound to chérifh it by my beft of -
fices. That by which it will deferve beft
acceptation, i, That neither the Roman
Church need ‘call it defeGtive, becaufe it
abhors not the particular mention of the
bleffed Triumphers in' heaven; nor the
Reformed can difcreetly accule it, of ateri-
buting miore’ then a rectified devotion
ought tadoe. The day before I lay down,
Y was at London, where I delivered your Let-
ter for S“Bd. Compay,  and received another

for you; ‘with the copy of my Book, of

which it 1s impoffible for me to give you 2
copy fo foon, for it 1s not of much lefle then
300 pages.  1f T die, it fhall come toyou
" thae fafhion that your’ Letrer defires it.
1fT warm again, (as T have often feen fuch
beg—gers as my indifpofition is,end them-
felves foon,"and'the ‘patient’ as foon) you
and' Tfhal {peak together of that Before/itbe
too late to ferve you in that command-
ment. At this time I onelyaffure you, that
I'haye’ not ‘appointed it wpon any perfon,
nor
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nor ever purpofed to printit : which later
perchance you thought, and grounded
your requeft therenpon. A Gent. that vifi-
ted me yefterday told me that our Church
hath loft M* Hugh Broughton, who 1s gone
tothe Roman fide. Thave known before;
that Serarmusthe Jefuit was an inftrument
from Cardinall Baronius to draw him to
Rome, to accept a ftipend; onely to ferve
the Chriftian -Churches in controverfies
with the Jews , without indangering
himfelfto change of his perfwafion in par-
- ticular deductions between thefe Chriftian,
Churches, or being enquired of,or tempted
thereunto. And I hope he is no otherwife
departed from us. If he be, we fhall not
efcapefcandallinic ; becaufe, though he be
aman of many diftempers, yet when he
{hall come to eataffured bread, and to be
removed from partialides, to which want
drove him, to make himlfelf a reputation,
and raife up favourers ; you fhall fee in thac
courfe of oppofing the Jews, he will pro-
duce worthythings : and our Church will
¥ 2 per-
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perchance blufh to have loft 2 Souldier fit
for that great bartell ; and to cherifh onely
thofe fingle Duellifms, between Romeand
England | or that more fingle, and almoft
felf-homicide, between the unconformed
Minifters, and Bithops. I writto you laft
week that the plague increaled ; by which
you may fee that my Letters—

> opinion of the
fong, notthat I make fuch trifles for praife,
but becaufc astongas you fpeak ‘compara-
tively of it with mine own, and not abfo-

lutely,folong Tam of your opinion even at

this time ; when T humbly thank God I ask
& have,his comfort of fadder meditations.
Idoe not condemn in my felf, that Thave
given my wit fuch evaporations as thofe, if
they be free from prophanenefs, or obfcene
provocations. S* you would pity me if you
faw me write, and therefore will pardon
me if 1 write no more: my pain hath drawn
my head foomuch awry, and helds it fo
that mine eie cannot follow mine hand : -
I receive you therefore into my prayers,
with:
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with mine own weary foul,and commend
my felf to yours. T doubt not but next
week I fhall be good news to you, for I
have mending or dying on my fide, which
is two to one. If I continue thus, I{hall
have comfort in this, that my B. Saviour
exercifing his Juftice upon my two world-
ly parts, my fortune, and body, refervesall
hismercy forthat whichbeft tafts it, and
moft needs i, my foul. 1 profefleto you
truly, that my lothnefleto give over now,
feems to my felf an ill fign, that I fhall
write no more.

Yottr poor friend, and Gods peor paticnt,
Jo. Donne.

To my worthy and honowred friend M: George
Garet.

SRy
I Amforry, if your care of me have made
you importune to- any body elfe ; ye I
cannot be very forry becaufe it gives new
teftimontes of your favour to me,of which

Ifhall everbe very glad, and (thatc which
Eia 13
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ismy oncly vertue) thankfull : fo defpe-
yate fortunes as mine, may well make
friends loth to doe curtefies, becaufe an in-
ability in deferving or requiting takes from
them the honour of having donea curtefie,
and leaves it but the poor name of an alms;
and alms may be given in eafier proporti-
ons, and more meritorioufly. Buc S*, by
what name or weight foever you efteem
this kindneffe which you have done me, I
valueitfo, as mightalene perfwade me of
your care of me; in recompenfe of which,
you muftbe pleafed to acceptnew affuran-
cesthat lam

1 pray let my (ervicebe  Yonr very affectionate fervans,

prefented by you to i J. Donne.
M Roope.

To M: George Garet.
SIR,
Have not received that Letter, which by
this,I perceive you fent to London ; if there
wereany thing inthat, by which I might
have taken occafion to haye done you fer-
vice




Perfons of Honour.

39

vice before this time , I have a double rea-
fon of grief for the want of 1t. T came from
thence upon Thurfday, where 1lefe Sic Fho.
Roe fo indulgent to his forrow, as 1t had
been an 1njury tohave interrupted it ‘wikth
my unufefull company. 1 have dorte no-
thing of that kinde as your Letter inti-
mates, in the memory of that good Gentle-
woman ; 1f I'had, [fhould not finde any
better ufe of it, then to put it into your
hands.  You teach me what T owe her
memory ; and if I pay that debe fo, you

have a patt and intereft in 1t; by doing me

the honour of remembring it : 'and there-
fore 1t muft come quickly toyou. T hope
not for your return from Court, till Icome
thither; which 1f T can be miafter of my felf,
or fervantto my [elf, which[ think is all
one, I hopetodo fome ten daies hence, ma-
king itmy way to the Batle. If you find any
thete'that have not forgot my name, conti-
nue me in their favour, and hold in your
ffafirm affurance thatIam

Yonr affetionate fervane  J. Donne.

To
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To M* Martha Garet.

MADANME,

Hough there be much merit, in the fa-
{T vour your brother hath doneme in a
vific, yet that which doth enrich and per-
fe& it, is, that he brought you with him,
which he doth, as well by letting me fee
how you do,as by giving me occafions,and
leave to talk with you by this Letter : if you
have any fervant, which wifhes you better
then I, 1t muft bebecaufe heis able to put
his wifhes into a better frame, and exprefle
‘them better, and underftand proportion,
and greatnefle better then I. I am willing

to confefle my impotencie ; which is, that
1know no wifh good enough for you if
any doe, my advantageis, that I can exceed
his, by adding mine toit. Youmuft not
think that I begin tothink thus, when you
begin to hear it, by a Letter ; As fometimes
by the changing of the winde,you beginto
hear a Trumpet, which founded long be-
fore you heard it; fo are thefe thoughts

of
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of you familiar and ordinary in me,
though they have feldome the help of
this cenveyance to your knowledge : Iam
lothto leave; foraslongas inany fafhion,
Ican haveyour brother and you here,you
make my houfe a kinde of Dorvey; but
fince 1 cannot ftay you here, I will come
thither to you; which I do,by wrapping up
in this paper, the heart of

Your moft affectionate fervant
J. Donne,

To Sir Thomas Roe.

SIR, ‘

T isan eale to your friendsabroad, that
lyou are more a man of bufinefle then
heretofore ; for now it were an injury to
trouble you with a bufie Letter. But by the
{amereafon I were inexcufable if T {hould
not write atall, fince the lefle, the more ac-
ceptable; therefore, Sir, though Ihaveno
more to fay but to renew the obligations
I have towards you, and to continue my

G place
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place in your love, I wouldinot forbear to

tell you fo. If I {hall alfo tell you,that when

this place affords any thing worth your
hearing, I will be yourrelator, I think Lrake
fo long a day,as you wouldiforger the debr,
it appears yetto befo barren, How(oever
with every commodity, 1 fhall fay fome-
thing, though itbe buta defcant upon: this

plain fong,thacl am
Your affectionate fervant

J- Donne.

To all my friends : Sir H. Goodere.

SR,

Am not weary of writing ; it 1s the
icourfc but durable garment of my lovg
butlam weary of wanting you. Ihavea
minde like thofe bodies, which have hot
Livers, and cold ftomachs; or fuchadif-
temper astravelled me:at Paris; a Fever
and dylentery: in whichythae.whichis phy-
fick to.one infirmity, nourifhes the other.
So 1 abhor nothing mere then fadnefle, ex-
cepithe ordinary remedy, change of com-

pany.
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pany. Icanallowmy felf to be dmmal focia.
leappliableto my company buc not gregale,
to herd my felfin every troup. Icis not per-
fe&tly true whicha very fubtil yet very deep
wit Averroes fays, that all mankiade hath
but one foul, which informes and rulesus
all as one Incelligence doth the firmament
and all the Starres 1n it; asthougha parti-
cular body were too little an organ fora
foulto play upon. And it1s asimperfect
which is taught by that religion w" is moft
accommodate to fenfe(I darenot fay to rea-
fon(though ithave appearance of that too)
- becaufe none may doubt butthat that reli-
gion is certainly beft, which is realonableft)
That all mankinde hath one prowecting
Angel ; all Chriftians one other,all Englith
one other;all of one Corporation and every
civill coagulation or fociety one other ; and
every man one other. Though both thefe
opinions exprefle a truth; which is;that .
mankinde hath very ftrong bounds to co-
habit and concurre in other then moun-
rains and hills during his life. Firft, com-
G2 mqn,




Letters to feverall

mon , and mutuall neceflity of one ano-
ther; and therefore naturally 1n our de-
fence, and fubventions we firft flieto our
felves ; next, to that which islikeft, other
men. Then, naturall and inborn charity,
beginningat home, which perfwades us
to give, that we may receive : And legall
charity, which makes us alfo forgive. Then
an ingraffing in one another,and growing
together by a cuftome of fociety : and laft
of all, ftri& friendfhip, in which band
men were {o prefumed to be coupled, that
our Confeflor King had a law, that if a

" man bekilled, the murderer {hall pay a fum

felago fue, which the interpreters call, fide li-
gato, et comite vite. All thefe bands I willing-
ly receive, for no man is lefle of himfelf
then1: nor any man enough of himfelf
To be fo,1s all one with omnipotence. And
itis well marked, that in the holy Book,
wherefoever they have rendered Almighty,
the word is Self-fufficient. I think fome-
times that the having a family fhould re-
move me farre from the curfe of e foli.
Bue
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But in fo ftrict obligation of Parent, ror
Husband, or Mafter, (and perchance itis
fo in the laft degree of friendfhip ) where
all are made one, Iam notthe leffe alone,
for being in the midft of them. Therefore
this oleum letitie this balme of our lives, this
alacrity which dignifies even our fervice to
God, this gallant enemy of dejectionand
fadnefle, (for which and wickednefle the
Italian allows but one word, Z77ffe: And
in full condemnation whereof it was pro-
phefied of our blefled Saviour, Non erit
triftis, in his converfation) muft be fought
and preferved diligently. And fince it
grows without us,wemuft befure to gather
it from the right tree. They which place
this ‘alacrity only in a good confcience,
deal fomewhat too roundly with us, for
when we aske the way, they fhew usthe
town afar off: Willa Phyfisian confulted
for health and ftrength, bid you have good
finews and equall temper? It is true, that
this confcience is the relultance of all other
particular actions; it 1sour criumphand
G 3 ban-
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banquet 1n the haven ; but I wouldicome
towards that alfo, ( as Mariners fay )
with a merry winde. Ounr nature is Mete-
orique, we refpect ( becanfe we partake {o)
both earth and heaven; for asour bodies
glorified fhallbe capable of fpirituall joy,
foour fouls demerged 1nto thofe bodies,
are allowed to partake earchly pleafure.
Ourfoulis notfent hicher, only togo back
again : we have fome errand to do here:
noris it fent into prifon, becaufe it comes
innocent : and he which fentic, is juft. As
wemay not kill our felves ; {o we maynot
bury our felves: which is done orendan-
geredin a dull Monaftique fadnefle, which
is {o much worfe then jolity (forupon that
word I durft
And certainly defpair 1s in-

finitly worfe, then prefumption: beth be-
caufethisisan excelle of love, that of fear,
and becaufe this is up, that downthehill
cafier;and more ftumbling. Heaven is ex-
prefled by finging, hell by weeping. And
thoughour blefled Saviour be never noted
to
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Counrénance

tohave laughed, yet his continuanceis faid
ever to be (miling. And that even moderate
mirth of heart, and face,and allI wifhto
my felf; and perfwade you to keep. This
alacrity is not had bya general charity.and -
quanimitytoall mankinde, for thatiste
feck fruit in a2 wildernefle : nor from a fin-
gular friend, for that is to- fetch it out of
your own pocket: but the various and
abundant grace ofiit, isgood company. In
which no rank, no number, no quality,
butill, and fuch a degree of that as may
corrupt-and: poyfon: the good, is-exempr.
Forin:nearer- then: them, your friend, and’
fomewhatnearer then he; 1n your [elf you
muftallow fomeinordinatenc{le ofaffeéti-
ensandpaffions. Foritisnovtruetharthey
are notnatural,but ftormes and tempefts of
ourbloudiand’ humours- for they are na-
turall, but fickly. And aschelndian priefls
exprefled-an- excellent charity, by building
Hofpialls and providing chirurgery for
birds and- beafts [amed by mifchance;, or
age, orlabour: fo-muft'we, not cur off;

but.
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but cufe thele affections, which are the

beftiall part.

; 7o sir H., Goodere.
SIR,

EVery tueldayI make account thatl turn
a greac hour-glafs, and confider thata
weeks life is run out {ince I writ, Butif I
aske my felf what I have donein thelaft
watch, or would do 1n the next, I can fay
nothing; if I fay that I have pafled it with-
out hurting any, fo may the Spiderin my
window. The primitive Monkes were
excufable 1n their retirings and enclofures
of themfelves: for even of them every one
cultivated his own garden and orchard,
thatis, his foul and body, by meditation,
and manufaGtures; and they ought the
world no more fince they confumed none
of her [weetnefle, nor begot others to but-
den her. But for me, if I were ableto huf-
band all my time fo thrifiily, asnotenely
notto wound my foul inany minute by
actuall finne, but not to roband coufen her
by
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by giving any part to pleafure or bufineff,
butbeftowit all upon her in meditation, yet
evenin that I thould wound her more, and
contract another guiltineffe: As the Eagle
were very unnaturall if becaufe fhe 1sable
todo it, fhe fhould pearch a whole day
upon a tree, ftaring in contemplation of
the majeftie and glory of the Sun, and let
her young Eglets ftarve in the neft. Two
of the moft precious things which God
hath afforded us here, for the agony and
exercife of our fenfe and fpirit, which are
a thirft and inhiation after the next life, .
anda frequency of prayer and meditation
in this,are often envenomed and putrefied,
and{tray into a corrupt difeafe : foras God
doth thus occafion, and pofitively concurre
to evill that when a man is purpofed to do
agreat {in God infufes fome good thoughts
which make him choofe 2 lefle fin, or
leave out fome circumftance which aggra-
vated that; {o the devill doth not only fuffer
but provoke us to fomethings naturally
good, upon tondition that we fhall omit
L H fome
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{fome other more neceflary and more obli-
gatory. And this is his greateft fubuley ;
becaufe herein we havethe deceicfull com-
fort of haying done well, and ean very
hardly fpie our errour becaufe itisbucan
infenfible omiflien, and no accufing ad.
With the firft of thefe I have often (ufpedted
my {elf to be overtaken; whichis, wicha
defite of the next life: which though I
know it is not meetly out of a wearinefle
of this, becaufe I had the fame defires
when 1 went wich the tyde, and enjoyed
fairer hopes then now: yet I doubt worldly
“encombranceshave encreafed it.I wouldnot
thatdeath fhould take me afleep. I would
not have him meerly {cife me and onely
declare me to be dead, but win me, and
overcome me. When I muft fhipwrack,
1 would do itin a Sea,where mincimpo.
tencie-might have fome excule; not in a
fullen weedy lake, where Lcould not have
fo much as exercife for my fwimming.
Therefore I would faia do fomething ;
but that 1canner tell what, is no wonder.
For
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For to chufe, isto d@'s but tobe nopart of
any body, is t6 be nothing. Atmoft | the
gréateft peifons, are but great wens, and
excrefcences; men of wit and delightfull
converfation, but as moales for ornament,
except they be fo incorporated: into the'bo-
dy of the wotld that they contribute fome-
thing to'the fuftentation of the wholeé! This
I'madeaccountthat I begun early, when I
undetftood the ftudy of ourlaws': but was
diverted by theworft yoluptuoufnies which
is'anHydroptique immoderate defire of

hiirhdhielearning and’ languages: beauti-

full ornamentsto'great fortunes ; but mine
nieeded an' oceupation, and a courfe'which
Tthought I'enitred’ well into, when T (tb=
mitted my f{elf to fuch aferviceas T thiought
might imployed thofe poor advan-
tages; which Thad. And there I ftumbled
too, yet [ would try again: for to this hour

1am néthing, or'fo little] that T'amisfearce:

fubjectand argumentgoodencugh forone
of mitie' owh letters: yetT'fear, chat doth

not evet’ proceed! from: a'goodioer; chac I
H 2 am
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Icame this evening from M. Jones bis houfe
inEflex, where M. Martin bath been , and left
a relationof Captain Whitcocks death.perchance it és
nonews toyou, but it wasto me; without doubt want

am fo well content to belefle, thatisdead.
You, Sir,are farreenough from thefe de-
fcents, your vertue keeps you fecure,and
your naturall difpofition to mirth will pre-
ferve you; but lofe none of thele holds,a
flip is often as dangerous as a bruife,and
though you cannot fall to my lownefle, yet
in a much lefle diftraction you may meet
my fadnefle; for he isno fafer which falls
from an high towerinto the leads,then he
which falls from thence to the ground:
make therefore to your felf fome mark, and
go towards it alegrement. Though I be

'in fuch a planetary and erratique fortune,

that I can do nothing.conftantly, yet you
may finde fome conftancy inmy conftant
advifing you to 1t.

Tour bearty true friend
J. Donne..

broke
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broke bim; for when M, Hollands company by
reafon of the plague broke, the Captan [ougltto be at
M=, Jones houfe o i ber: b abfence
declining it be went in the mght, bis boy carrying bis

cloakbag, on foot to the Lord of Suflex who going next
day to bunt, the Captain not then ﬁck told himn be
would |ee bim 1o mare. ACh aplain came up to him,
to whom be delivered an account of bis zmderﬂandmg
and 1 hope, of bis beliefe, and foon after dyed ; and my
Loid hath buryed him with bis own Anceflors. Pey-
chance bus life needed a longer ﬁcl\neﬂé but a manmay
gofafter and [afer, When he enjoyes that day light of a
clear and [ound mzdeﬂhndmcg then in the night or

twilight of an agueor other difeafe.  And the grace of

Almighty God- doth every thing [uddenly and haftily,
but depart from us 1t inlightens us, warms ws,beats us,
ravifbes us, at once. Such a medicin, I fear his incon-

Wderation ngeded ; and I hope as confudently that he
bad tt. As our foul s tnfufed When it is created,
and cieated when it 15 infufed_ [a at ber going out, Goa’:
mercy is had by asking, and that 15 asked by b,zvm
Left youTPolefworth carrier (hould coufenme [ ﬁnd
myman With this letter early to London, whithe:

this Tuefday all the (ourt come toa Cbrzﬁemng at
i 3 Arondell
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Arondell houfe, and flay in town fo thar I wzll ﬁ;p
withthe good Lady,and write agan 20 11101 #0310 yomif
any tlmzo be occ: z/mned there, which concerns you, and
Twill tell her fo, next day t”[)} are tovetarn toHam-
pron, and upon fria’ay the King to Royfton.

To Sir H, Goodere.

S I R,

Fthis which Ifend you inclofed give me

right incelligence, I prefent you'a way by
which you may redeem all your formes
waftes,and recompenfe your ill fortunes,
n havmg fometimes' apprehended unifite-
cestull fuits;and (that which I'prefume you
2ffet moft ) eaft your felf from- all fucure
inquifition of widowes- or fich bufineffes
as aske o over induftrious a purfuit, as de-
veft'a man' frem his beft happinefle of en=
joying himfelf. I give you (I think)the firfk
knowledge; of two'millions confifcated to
the Crown of England': of whichT'dare
affure my felf the coffers-have' yet touched'
none;nor have the Commifsionets for fuies

any
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any thing to oppofe againft a fuit féunded
vpon this confifcacion, though they hold
never fo ftritly to their inftruétions. After
you have ferved your felf with aproportion,
1pray make apetition in my name for as
much as you think may begiven me for my
book eut of this; for ,but out of this, I have
no imagination, And for a token of my de-
fire to ferve bim, prelent M. Fowler
with 3 er 4000 li.of this fince he was {o re-
folved never to ledve his place, withouta
fuit of thac value. I wifh your coufen in the
town, better provided;but if he be not, here

isenough forhim, Andfincelam everan -

affeionace fervant to thatjourney,acquaint
M. Maitin from ae, how eafie 1t will be
togeta good part of this for #uginia. Upon
the lealt peticion that M. Braok can pre.
fent he may make himfelf whole again, of
all which the Kings fervants M. Lepton
and mafter Wateroufe ;have endammaged
him. Give him leave to offer to M.
Hakevill enough to pleale himfelf, for his
Ao, Reging. And 1f M Gherard  have
no
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no prefent hopefull defigne upon a worthy
Widow ; let him have fo much ofthisas
will provide him that houfe and coach
which he promifed to lend me at my re-
turn. If M. Inago Jomes be not facisfied
forhis laft Maske ( becaule [ hear fay it
cannot come to much) here is enoughto
behad: This 1s buta copy, butif Sir Ro.
Cotton have the originallhe will notdeny it
you; if he hath it not,no body elfe hath i,
nor can preventyou;husband ic well which
you may eafily doe, becaule I affure my felf
none of thechildrennor friends of the par-
ty condemned will crofle you or impor-
tune the King for any part. If I get no
more by 1t yet it hath mademe a Let-
ter. And Sir ( to depart from this Mine)
in what part of my Letters foever you find
the remembrance of my humble fervice
tomy Lord of Bedford,1 befeech you ever
think them intended for the firft,and in that
ranke prefent them. Ihave yet received but
one Letter from you which was of the
10 of December by M. Pary, butyou fee thae

as
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Np e

aslong as thereis one egge leftin the neft, I
never leave laying, nor fhould although
you had fent none fince ; all atlaft will not
amount to fogood a teftimony as Iwould
fain give how much [ am,

Yonr affetionate fervant and lover,
J- Donne.

Str, Lwrite this Letter in no cvery gieat degree of a
convalefcence from [uch flormsof a flomach colick as
kept meina continnall vomiting, fo that Iknow not
what Ifhould have been able to doe to difpatch this
winde, but that an honef? fever came and Was my pky-
fick = Ttell you of it onely lef} fome report fhould make
it wor[e, for me thinks that they who love to adde te
news [bould think it amafler-piece tobe ableto [ayno
woife of any il fortune of mine then it deferves, [unce
commonly it deferves worfe then they can (ay, but they
didnot, and 1 amreprieved. I finde dying to be like
thofe faéts which denying makes felony : whena fick-
nefJe examines ws, and we confefS that we are willing
todie, we cannot, but thofe who are-----incurre the
penalty = and Imay die.yet, if talking idly be anill
Jign.  God be with you.

I To
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To the fame,

SIR,
IT isin our State ever held for agood fign
to change Prifon, and nella Signoria de
mt, I will think it {o, that my ficknefle hath
given me leave to come to my London-pri-
{on. I made no doubt but my entrance-pain
(for it was fo ratherthen a ficknefle, but
that my fadneffe putrefied and corrupted it
to that name) affeéted you alfo ; for nearer
Contra&sthen generall Chriftianity, had
. made us fo much towards one, that one
part cannot efcape the diftemper of the o-
ther, Iwasthercfore very carefull, as well
to {lack any forrow which my danger
might occafion inyou; as togive you-the
comfort of having been heard in your
prayers for me, to tellyou as foon as my
pain remitted what fteps 1 made towards
health, which I did laft week. This Tugf
cay morning your man brought mea Let-
ter, which (if he had not found me at Lon-
don) 1fee he had a hafty commandmentto.
b have
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have brought to Micham. S* though my for.

tune hath made me fuch as I am, rather a
fickneffe and difeafe of the world thenany
partofic, yet I efteemed my felf fo far from
being {o to you, as I efteemed: you to be far
from being (o of the world, asto meafure
men by fortune or events. Iam nowgone
{o far towards health, asthereis not infir-
mity enough leftin me foran affurance of
fo much noblenefle and truth, asyour laf
Legteris to work upon, that might cure a
greaterindifpofition then[am now in:And

though if 1had died, I had not gone

without teftimonies of fuch a difpefition
in you towards the reparation of my for-
tune, or prefervation of my poor reputati-
on; yet I would live, and be fome fuch
thing as you might not be afhamed to
love. Your manmuftf{end away this hour
in which he vifits me; and I havenot yet
(for I came laft night) offered to vifit my
La. Bedford, and therefore have nothing to
fay. which fhould make me grudge this
ftraitnef(le of time. He tels me he fends again

X2 upon
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upon Thurfday,and therefore I will make an
end of this Letter, and perfe&t it then. I
doubt my Letters have not come duly to
your hand, and that I writing in my dun-
geon of Michim without dating, have made
the Chronelogie and fequence of my Let-
ters perplexed to you ;5 howloever you fhall
not be rid of this Ague of my Letters,
though perchance the fit change dajes. ¥
havereceived ina narrow compafle three
ofyours, one with the Catalogue of your
Books, another I found here left l1aft Sater-
_ day by your’' man, and this which he
brought me this morning ~ Sir, Idare fic
no longer in my waftcoat, nor haveany
thing worth the danger of a relapfe to
write. | oweyou fo much of my health, as
1 would not mingle you in any occafion of
repairing it, and therefore here ask leave to
kiffe your hands, and bid you good mor-
xow and farewell.

Yanr-very true friend and fervans
J Donne. -

Te
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7oS' H. G.

S1mr,

T fhould be no interruption to your

pleafures, to hear meoften fay thac I love
you, and that you are as much my medita-
tions as my felf : Toften compare notyou
and me, but the {phear in which your re-
folutions are, and my wheel ; both I hope
concentrique to God : for me thinks the
new Aftronomie is thus appliable well,that
we which are alittle earth ; fhould rather
move towards God, then that he which is
fulfilling and can come no whither,(hould
movetowards us. Fo your life full of vari-
ety, nothing is old, nor new to mine; and
asto that life, all ftickings and hefitations
feem ftupid and ftony, fo tothis, all fluid
flipperinefles, and tranfitory migrations
feem giddieand featherie. Inthatlife one
is ever in the porch or poftern; going in or
out, never within his houfe himfelf: It is
agarment made of remnants, a life raveld

out 1nto ends, a line difcontinued, and a
Y3 nums.
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number of fmall wretched points, ufelefle,
becaufe they concurre not: A life builc of
paftand future,not propofing any conftant
prefent ; they have more pleafures then we,
but not more pleafure; they joy oftner, we
longer ; and no man but of fo muchundet-
ftanding as may deliver him from being 2
fool, would change with a mad-man,
which had a better proportion of wit in
his often Lucidis. Youknow, they which
dwell fartheft from the Sun, if inany con-
venient diftance, have longer daies, better
appetites, better digeftion, better growth,
and longer life: Andall thefe advantages
have their mindes who are well removed
from the fcorchings, and dazlings, and ex-
halings of the worlds glory : but neither
of our lives are in fuch extremes ; for you
living at Court without ambition, which
would burnyou, or envy, which would
deveft others live inthe Sun notin the fire:
And I which livein the Country without
ftupefying, am not in darknefle,but in fha-
dow, which 1s not nolight, but apallid,
wa-
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watcrlfh ‘and diluted one. As all thadows
are of one colour, if you refpect thie body
from which chey ate caft (for our fhadows
upon clay will be dirty, and in a garden
green, and flowery) foall retirings intoa
fhadowy lifearealike fromall caufes, and
alike fubject to the barbaroufneffe and 1n-
fipid dulnefle of the Country: onely the
emploiments, and that upon which you
caftand beftow your pleafure, bufinefle, or
books, gives 1t thetinture,and beaity. Buc
truly wherefoever we are, if we canbut 'téll
our felves truly what and where we would
be, we may make any ftate and place fich ;
for we are fo compofed, that if abundance,
or gloty fcorch and mele us, we havean
earthly cave, our bodies, to go into by con-
fideration, and cool out felves : and if we
befrozen, and contradted with lower and
dark fortunes, we have within usa torch, 2
foul lighter and wariner then any without:
we are therefore our own umbrella’s, and
eur own funs, Thefe, Sir, are the (allads

and onions of Micham, fent to you withas
whole-
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wholefome affe¢tion as your other friends
fend Melons and Quelque-chofes from
Courtand London, If I prefent younot as
good diet as they, Iwould yetfay grace to
theirs, and bid much good do it you. I
fend you, with this,a Letter which Ifentto
the Countefle. It is not my ufe nor dutyto
doe fo,but for your having of 1t, there were
buttwo confents, and I am fure you have
mine,and you are {ure you have hers. Ialfo
writ to her La? for the verfes fhe {hewed
in the garden, which I did not onely to
extort them, nor onely to keep my promile
of writing, for that I had donein the other
Letter, and perchance fhe hath forgotten
the promile ; nor onely becaufe I think my
Letters juft good enough for a progrefle,
but becaufe I would write apace to her,
whileft it 1s poffibleto exprefle that which
Lyet know of her, for by this growth 1 fee
how foon fhe will be ineffable.

SIR,
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S IR,

THough my friendfhip be good for

nothing elle, it may give you the pro-
fic of a tentation, or of an affliction : It may
excufe your patience; and though itcan-
not allure, ic fhall importune you. Though
1 know you have many worthy friends of
all rankes, yet I adde fomething, fince I
which am of none, would fain beyour
friend too. There 1s fome of the honour
and feme of the degrees of a Creation,to

makea friendfhip of nothing. Yet,notto,

annihilate my felf utterly (for though i
feem humblenefle, yet it is a work of as
much almightinefle, to bring a thing to
nothing; as from nothing ) though I'be not
of the beft ftuffe for friendfhip, which men
of warm and durable fortunes onlyare,I
cannotfay thatIam not of the beft fafhion,
iftruth and honefty bethat; which 1 muft
ever exercile,towards yon becaufe I learned
itofyou: forthe converfation with wor-
thy men, and of good example, (though it

K fow
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fow not vertue in us, yet produceth and
ripeneth it. Your mans hafte, and mine to
Micham cuts off this Letter hcne, yet,as in
litcell paterns tora from a whole piece, this
may. tell you what all k am. TFhoughby
taking me before my day (which kaccoun-
ted Tuelday) I make fhort paymenc of this
duty of Letters, yet Lhave alitdle - comfort
in this, that you fee me hereby, willing to-

pay nol"c debts: which I can, beforemy

t1neg.

Firft Saturday in Yo, affectignate friend
March. 1607. J. Donne,.

You farget.to fend me. the Apologys and many-times,
Tthak it.an injury toremember.one-oft a promife Ieﬂ
it confeffea diftrufti Bup of  the book, by occaﬁon of

veadmg the Deans anfier to it I lmve [ometimes
[ome,mant.
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Tothe Counteffe of Bedford.

Happieft and worthieft Lady,
Do ot réemember that ever I have feena

petition in veile, I would not thertfore
be fingular, nor adde thefe to your other
papers. I have yetadventured {o nearas to
make a petition for verfe,itis for thole your
Ladiflip did mie the honour td fee in
Twicknam garden, except you repent your
makifig; and having ménded your judge-
mefit by thinking wotle, that s, better, bé-
catife jufter, of their fubjet. They muft

rieeds beé an exeellent exercife ofyour wit;

which fpeake fo well of foill: I humbly
beg chem of youif Ladifhip, with two fuch
promiifes, as to any other of your compofi-
s were threatnings: chat I will mor (hew
them, and chacl will not beleeve them;
and nothing fhould be (o ufed that comes
frotr your brain of breaft. If 1 {liould con-
feffe 2 fanle iti che boldnefle of asking
therri | or maké a fanle by doing 1
i alonger Letier 5 your Ladithip might
K 2

ufe
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ufe your ftyleand old fafhion of the Court
towards me, and pay me with a Pardon.
Here therefore I humbly kiffe your Ladi-
fhips fair learned hands , and wifh you
good wifhesand fpeedy grants.

Yonr Ladifbips [ervant
J- Donne.

To the Honourable Knight Sir H. Goodere.

B Ecaufe things be conferved by the fame
means, which eftablifhed them, I nurfe
that friendfhip by Letters, which you be-

“got {o: though you have fince ftrengthened

it by more folid aliment and real offices. In
thefe Letters from the Country there is this
merit, that I do otherwife unwillingly turn
mine eyeor thoughts from my books,com.
panions in whom there is no falfhood nor
trowardnefle : which words, Iamglad to
obferve that the holy Authours often joyne
asexpreflersand relatives to one another,
becaufe elfe out of a naturall defcent to that
unworthy faulc of frowardneffe, furthered
with.
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with that incommodity of a little thinne
houfe; I fhould have miftaken it tobea
fmall thing, which now I fee equalled
with the worft. Ifyou havelaid my papers
and books by, I pray let this meflenger have
them, 1 have determined upon them, If
you have nor, be content to do it, inthe
next three or four days. So, Sir, I kifle your
hands; and deliver to you an intire and
clear heart; which fhall ever when Iam
with you be in my face and tongue,and
when I am from you, in my Letters, for I
will never draw Curtain between you

and it.

From yonr honle at Yours very. affectionately
Micham friday morning. J- Donne;

Whenyou are fometimes at M. Sackvills, I pray
askeif e bave this book , Baldvinus de ofhicio
pii hominis in controverfiis;it was written at the
conference at Poifly | where Beza Was, and he an.

fwered it; I long for it.
K 3 To.

. "
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ol 4 To Sir H. G.
4 SIR, ,
' IHopc you are now welcome to London,
and well, and well comforted in your
Fathers health and love, and well conten-
ted that we ask you how you doe,and cell
you how we are, which yetI cannot of my
felf; If Tknew thacIwereill, I were well,
for we confift of three parts,a Soul,and Bo-
dy,and Minde : which I call thofe thoughts
andaffections and paflions, which neither
foul nor body hath alone, but have been be-
goteen by their communication, as Mu-
{ique reflults out of our breath and a Cornet.
And of all thele the difeafes are cures if they
be known.Of our fouls ficknefles, which
arc finnes, the knowledge is, toacknow-
ledge,and thae is her Phyfique, in which
we are not dieted by drams and fcruples,
fou we cannot taketeo much. OFf our be-
dies infirmities, though our knewledge be
partly ab extrinfeco, from the opinion ofthe
Phyfitian, and thatthe fubject and matter
be
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be flexible, and various ; yet their rules are
certain, and if the marcer be rightly applyed
te the rule, our knowledge thereof is alfo
certain,. Buc of the difeafes of the minde,
there is no.Gruterum | no Canon | norule,
for, our own tafte and apprehenfion:and
interpretation fhould be the Judge,and that
is the difeafe ic felf. Thercfore fometimes
when I finde my felf ranfported withjol-
lity, and/love of company, I hang Leads:ac
my heels:; and reduce to mythoughtsmy
forsunes, my years, the duries of aman, of a
friend; of a husband; of a Bather, andall

the incumbencies: of a family: when fad-

nefle- dejeéts. me, either I countermine it
with another- {adnefle; or I kindlefquibs
abour meagain, andflie into fportfulneffe:
andicompany: and Lfinde everafterall thae
1am: like an exorcift; which had:longla-
bouredabour ene; which: at laftappears to.
have the: Mother | thav I ftill miftake:
my«difeale.And 1 ftillvesmyHelf wich this,
becaufe if I kaow 1t not,no bodycan
know it. And I comfort'mydclf; becaufe:
I
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I{ee difpalsioned men are {ubject to the
like ignorances. For divers mindes out of
the {ame thing often draw contrary con-
clufions,as Augnftine thoughe devout. Antho-
ny to be therefore full of the holy Ghoft, be-
caule not beingable to read, he could fay
the whole Bible, and interpret ic; and
Thyreus the Jefuit for the fame realon doth
thinkeall the Anabaptifts to be poflefled.
And as often out of contrary things men
draw one conclufion. As to the Roman
Church, magnificence and fplendor hath

ever been an argument of Gods favour, and

‘poverty & affliction, o the Greek,Out of this

variety of mindes it proceeds, that though
our fouls would goeto one end, Heaven,
and allour bodies muft go to one end, the
carth : yet our third part, the minde, which
is our natarall guide here, choofes to every
man a feverall way: fcarce any man likes
what another doth, nor advifedly, thac
which himfelf But Sir,1am beyond my
purpofe; Imeanto wricea Letter,and Iam
fallen into a difcourfe, and 1do not only

take




Perfons of Honour.

take you from fome bufinefle, bur I make
you anew bufinefle by drawing you into
thefe meditations. In which let my open-
nefle be an argument of fuch love as I
would fain exprefle in fome worthier fa-

fhion,

To Sir G, F.

SIR,

Writ to you once this week before; yet
I write again, both becaufe it feems a

kinde of refifting of grace, to omitany

commodity of fending into England | and
becaule any Pacquet from me into England
{hould go,not only without juft fraight,buc
without ballaft, if it had not a letter to you.
In Letters that Ireceived from Sir H. Wotton
yefterday from Amyens, 1 had one of the
8 of March from you, and with it one from
M. Danterey, of the 28 of January: which
isa firange difproportion. But Sir, if our
Letters come not in due order, and fo
make nota certain and concurrent chain,

L yet
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yetif they come as Atemes, and {o meet
atlaft, by any crooked, and cafuall applica-
tion, they makeup, and they nourifh bo-
dies of friendfhip;and in that fafhion, I
mean one way or other, firft orlaft, Lhope
all the Letters which have been addrefled
to us by oneanother, are fafely arrived, ex-
cept perchance that pacquet by the Cook
be not, of which before this time youare
cleare; forIreceived (asltold you).a Let-
terby M. Nat. Rich,and if you fent none
by him, then it was thae Letter, which the
Cook tells you he delivered to M. Rich;
“which, withall my criticifmes, F cannot re-
concile; becaufein your laft Letter, I find
mention of things formerly written, which
I have not found. However, Lam yetin the
fame perplexity, which I mentioned before;
which is, that I have received no fyllable,
netther from her felf, nor by any ether,
howmy wife hath pafled her danger, nor
do I know whether I be increaled by a
childe; or diminifhed by the loffe of 2 wife.

) hearfrom England of smany cenfures of my

book,
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book,of M. Drury.if any of thofe cenfures
.doburpardon'me my defcent in Printing
any thing in verle, (which ifthey do, they
are more charitable then my felf; forIdo
notpardon my {elf, but confefle thac I did
itagainft my confcience, that is, againft m
own opinion, that I{hould not have done
fo) I doubt not buc they will {oon give
over that other part of that 1ndickment,
which is that Thavefaid fo much; for no
body can imagine, thatT who never faw
hier,could have any other purpofein thar,
thén that when I had received fo very good,
teftimony of her worthinefle,and was gone
down to print verles, itbecame me to fay,
not what I was fure was juft cruth; bucche
beft that T could conceive’; for' that had
been anew weaknefle in me, to have prai-
fed any body 1n printed verfes, that had
not been capable of the beft praife chac 1
could give. Prefently after Eafter we thall
(Irthink) go to Frankford to bethereatthe
eleGtion, where we fhallmeet Siv H Wotton
and Sir Ro.Rich, and after that we are de.
Lk termined
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termined to pafle fome time, in the Pala-
tinate. Igothither with agreat deale of de-
votion ; for me thinkes it is a new kinde
of piety, that as Pilgrims went heretofore
to places which had been holy and happy,
{o Igoto a place now, which fhall befo,
and more, by the prefence of the worthieft
Princels ofthe world, if that marriagepro-
ceed. I have no greater errand to the place
then that at my return into England I may
be the ficter to ftand in her prefence, and
that after I have feen a rich and abundant
Countrey, 1n his beft feafons, I may fee thac
Sun which fhall always keep it in that
height. Howfoever we ftray, if you have
lealure to write at any time, adventure by
no other way, then M. Bruer at the Queens
Armes, a Mercer, in (Cheapfide. 1 fhall omit
no opportunity, of which Idoubtnotto
finde more then one before we go from
Paris. Therefore give me leave to end this,
in whichif youd:d not finde the remem-
brance of my humbleft fervices to my Lady
Bedford . your love and faith oughttotry

all
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all the experiments of pouders,anddryings,
and waterings to difcover fome lines which
appeared net; becaufeitis impoffible thac
a Letter fhould come from me, with fuch
an ungratefull filence.

Yonr very true poor friend and
[ervant and lover

J. Donne,

This day begins a Hiftory, of which I doubt not byt
1 Dall write more to you before I leave this town. Mon-
fiews: de Rohan, a perfon for birth, next beiie to the
Kingdome of Navar, after the Kings children, (if the
King of Spaine Were weary of it ) and for allyance,
fonne inlaw to D. Sally, and for breeding in thewars
and eftate, the mof} remarkable man of the ’Ret'z;gion,
being Governour of S. Jean'd” Angeli , one of the
moft important towns which they of the Religion bold
for theur fecurity, finding that [ome diftafls between the
Lieutenant and the Masor of the town, and bim, weye
dangeroufly fomented by great perfons,flole from Court,
rode poft to the town and removed thefe two perfons.
He (ent bis fecretary | and anotber dependent of bis to
give the Queen fasisfaction, whos fo far from recei-
ving it, that his meffengers are committed to. the

L ; Baftile:
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Baftile, likely to be pre/ently tortured ; all bis friends

here commanded to thewr houfes, andthe Queens com-

panies of leght horfe [ent already thitherward, and

foot companzes prepaiingwhich troops being [int a(gain[l
aplace | fo much concerning thofe of the Religton to

keep, and wheve they abound in number and fIrength,

canmot chafe but produce effects worthy your hearing:
in the next Letter.

To Sir H. G.

SIR, ,
Ecaule I am 1na placeand fealonwhere

Lice every thing bud forth,I mult do
fo too,and vent fome of my meditations
toyou; the rather becaufe all other buds
being yet without tafte or virtue, my Let-
ters may be like them. The pleafantnefle
of the fealon difpleafes me. Every thing re-
fre(hes,and I wicher,and [grow olderand
not better, my ftrength diminithes | and
my load growes, and being o pafle more
and more ftormes, 1 finde that I have not
only caft ouc all my ballaft which nature

and
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and time gives,Reafon and difcrerion, And o
fo am as empty and light as Vanity can

make me; buc 1 have over fraught my felf

with Vice, and foam riddingly fubjeét to
two contrary wrackes, Sinking and Over-
fetting, and under the miquity of fucha
difeafe as inforces the patient when he s al-
moft ftarved, not only ro faft, but to purge.
Forl have much to take 1, and much to
caft our; fometimes Ithinke it eafier to dif-

charge my felf of vice then of vanity, as one
may fooner cany the fire out of a room
ther the fmoake: and then I fee it wasa

mew vanity tothink {o. And when Ichink

fometimes that vanity, becaufe it 1s thinne
and airie, may be expcllcd with vertue or
butmcfﬁ:,or fubftandall viee; I findethar
I give entrancethereby ro ncw vices. Cer-
tainly as the earth and water, one fad, the
other fluid, make butonebedie: fotoaire
and Vaniry; thereis but one Centimm moybe.
And thar which Jater Phyficians fay of our
bodies, is ficer for our mindes: for chat
which thcy callDeftruction whichis a cor-
ruption
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ruption and want of thofe fundamentall
parts whereof we confift, 1s Vice: and thac
Collectio frercornm whichis but the excrement
of that corruption, 1s our Vanity and 1nd:f-
cretion : both thefe have but one root in
me,and muft be pulled outatonce, orne-
ver BucI am fo farre from dlogmg to it, that
1 know not where it is, for it 1s not in mine
eyes only, but in every fenfe, nor in my con-
cupifcence only, but in every power and
affection. Sir, 1 was willing to letyou fee
how impotenta man you love, not to dif-
hearten you from doing fo flill (for my
“vices are not infectious, nor wandring,they
came not yefterday, nor mean to go away
to day : they Inne not,but dwell in me, and
fee them/(elves fo welcome, and find in me
{o good bad company of one another, that
they will not change, efpecially to one not
appxehenfve nor eafily acceffible ) but I do
1t, that your counfell might cure me and 1f
you deny that,your example fhal, for Iwill
as much ftrive to be like youas IW111 wifh
you to continue good.

To
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To the Honowrable K- S: H. Goodere one of the
Gent. of his Majefties privy Chamber.

SIR,

YOU may remember that long fince
you delivered M® Fowler pofleflion of
me, but the wide diftance in which I have
lived from Court, makes me reafonably
fear, that now heknows nothis right and
powerin me, though he muft of neceflity
haveall, to whom youand I joynin a gifc
of me, as we did to him, fo that perchance

he hath a fervant of me, which might be

pafledin a book of concealment. If your
leifure fuffer 1, 1 pray finde whether Ibein
him ftill,and conferve mein hislove; and
fo perfe& your own work, or doeit over
again, and reftore me to the place, which
by your favour I had in him. For M* Powell
who ferves her Ma® as Clerk of her coun-
fell, hath told me that M* Fowler hath fome
purpofe to retire himfelf; and thereforel
would fain forall my love, have fo much
ofhis, as to finde him willing when I fhall

M feck
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{eck him at Court, to let me underftand his
purpofe therein ; for if my means may
make me acceptable to theQueen and him,
I fhould be very forry, he fhould make fo
farre fteps therein with any other, thac I
fhould fail in it, onely for not having fpoke
to him foon enough. It were an injury to
the forwardnefle of your love te adde
more; here therefore I kiffe your hands,
and commend to you the truth of my love.

From my lodging in the Strand,  Tour very affectionate
whirber I fball ret#trsn on Mun- [fervant and lover
day, 13 June 1607. Jo. Donne.

TOS' H- Go
STR,

O U husband my time thriftily,when
youcommand meto write by fucha
meflenger, as can tell youmorethen I can
write, for {o hedoth not onely earty the
Leuter,but is the Letter.But that the haming
of fome things, may give you occafion to
ask him farther, and him toopen himfelf
unto you, give me leave to tell you, that the
now
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now Spa, Embafladour proceeds in the old
pace,the King hath departed from his ordi-
nary way fo farre, as to appoint ¢ of the
Councell to treat with him ; but when they
came to any approaches, heanfwered, thac
he brought onely Commifsion to propofe
certain things, which he was ready to doe,
but he had no inftru&ions to treat, butex-
peéted them upon an other return from his
Mafler. So that there 1s notreaty for the
marriage begunyet : for Iknow you have
heard Olivarez his free acknowledgement,

that til thePrince came,there was no thoght

of it. The King in his gefts of this progrefs,
hath determined it, not asheretofore, at
Windfor, but at Farnbam during pleafure: fo
he 1s within a journey of Southampton ; and
even that circumftance addes to fome other
reafons,thac he expects the Prince this Sum.
mer, and that Sir W, Grofts, 1n his laft di-
patches, enlarged the Prince in his liberty,

from his Father to come away if he would.
Amongft all theirregulariciesof this age, to

me this is as firange as any, That chis year

M2 - there
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thereis no peace,and yet nofword drawn in
the world ; &itisaloft conjecture to think
which way any of the Armies will bend.
Here it is imagined,that Yukendorfe and Gabor
(for, for any concurrence of love,itisbuta
dream) may fo farre diftrefle @obemi,z, as
that Telly muft be recalled thither ; and that
if he be, Brunfwikes way is open into Baviere,
where he may recompenfe great lofles,
whileft Mansfield and Gonzales, and his Ex-
cellency andSpinola keepthe ballance even in
their parts, by looking upon another. This
noble friend of yours is 1n his laft minute,
~in this Town; and I am going into the
Coach with my Lo.to Hamworth. 1f I might
have forborn the fealing the reft till my re-

O
turn from thence, you might have heard

fomething more from

Tour very true poor friend and hymble
Jervant in Chr.Jef.  J. Donne.

No ftrastnefJe makes me forget my fervice to
your aaugl gers : If my Bell were tolling,I fhould
pray for them, \and though my Letter be fealing,
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leave not ont my Wifbes, that their fortunes
may fecond their goodneffe. Amen.

ToSir H. G.
L R

His Tuefday morning, which hath
| brought me to London, prefents me
withall your Letters. Me thoughe it was
arentday, I mean fuchas yours, and not as
mine ; and yet fuch too, whenI confide-
red how much I ought you for them,
how good a mother, how fertill and
abundant the underftanding is, if fhe
have a good father; and how well
friendfhip performs that office. Forthat
which is denied in other generations is
donein this of yours : for here 1s fuperfeta-
tion,childe upon childe, and chat which is
more ftrange, twins ata latter conception.
Ifin my fecond religion, friendfhip, I had
a confcience,either ervantem to miftake good
and bad and indifferent,: or opinantem. to be
ravifhed by others opinions or examples,
or dubiamto adhere to neither part,or fcrupus
M3 lofans




Letters to ﬁ"uemll

lofam to encline to one, bur upon reafons
light in themfelves, or indifcuffed in me,

(which are almoft all the difeafes of confci- -
ence) I might miftake your often long and
bufie Letcers, and fearyoudid butintreat
me to have mercy upon you and fpare you
for you know our Court took the refoluti-
on, that it was the beft way to difpatch the
French Prince back again quickly, to re-
ceive him folemnly, ceremonioufly,and ex-

penfively, when he hoped a domeftique

and durable entertainment. I never meant

to excell you 1n weight nor price, but in

“number and bulk I thought I might, be-
caufe he may caft up a greater fumme who

hath but forty {fmall monies, then he with

twenty Portuguefles. The memory of

friends, (I mean onely for Letters) neither

enters ordinarily into bufied men, becaufe

they areever emploied within, nor into

men of pleafure, becaufe they are never at
home. For thefe wifhes therefore which
you won out of your pleafure and recreati-
on, you were as exculable to me if you
writ
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writ feldome, as Six H. Wotton is, under the
opprefsion of bufinefle, or the necefsity of
-feeming fo; or more then he, becaufe I
hope you have both pleafure and bufinefle :
onely to me, who have neither, this omaf-
fion were finne; for though writing be
not of the precepts of friendfhip, but of the
counfels, yet, as in fome cafes to fome men
counfels become precepts, andtheugh not
immediately from God, yet very roundly
and quickly from his Church, (as felling
and dividing goods in the firft time, conti-
nence in the Romane Church, and order
and decencie 1n ours ) fo to me who cando
nothingelle, it feems tobinde my confci-
ence to write ; and it is finne to doe againft
the confcience, though that erre. Yet no
mans Letcers might be betrer wanred then
mine, fince my whole Letter is nothing
elfe but a confelsion that I fhould and
would write. Iowed you a Letter in verfe
befote by mine own promife, and now
that you think that you have hedged in that

debtby a greater by your Letcer in verle, I
think
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think itnow moft feafonable and fafhio-
nable for meto break. At leaft, to write
prefently, were to accufe my felf of not ha-
ving read yours fo oftenas fuch a Letcer
deferves from youto me. To make my
debe greater (for fuch is the defire of all,
who cannot or mean not to pay) 1 pray
read thefe two problemes: for fuch light
flafhesas thele have been my hawkings in
my forry journies. laccompany them wich
another ragge of verfes, worthy of that
name for the {malnefle, and age, for it hath
long lien among my other papers; and
" laughs at them that have adventured to
you: for I think till now you faw it not,
and neither you, nor it fhould repentit.
Sir, if I were any thing, my-love to you
might multiply it, and dignifieic : Bug in-
finite nothings are butone fuch; yet fince
even Chymera’s have fome name and citles,
Iamallo '
Tours.

To
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To your [elfes
SIR,

IF this Letter finde you in a progrefle, or
at Bath, or atany place of equall leafure
toour Spa, you will perchance defcend to il
reade o low meditations as thefe. Nothing d
i my L. of Salisburies death exercifed my “f‘
poor confiderations (o much, as the multi-
tude of libells. It was eafily difcerned fome
years before his death, that he wasatade-
fenfive war both for his honour and health,
and (‘as we then thought) for hiseftate:
and I thought, that had removed much of |
the envy. Befides, I have juft reafons to i
thiok, that in the chiefeft bufinefles be- !
tween the Nations, he was a very good pa-
triot. ButImeant to {peake of nothing but
thelibells, of which, all which are brought
into thefe parts| are fo taftelefle and flat,
that I proteft to you,I think they were made
by his friends. It is notthe firft time that
ourage hath feen  that art praftifed, That
when there are witty and fharp libels made
which
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which not onely for theliberty of fpeaking,
but for the elegancie, and compofition,
would take deep root, and make durable
impteflions inthe memory, no other way
hath been thought {o fit to fuppreffethem.,
as to divulge fome courfe, and railing one :
for when the noife is rifen, thatlibels are
abroad, mens curiofitie muft be ferved
with fomething: and it is better for the
honour of the perfon traduced, thatfome
blunt downright railings be vented ,of
which every body'is foon weary then other
. pieces, which entertain us longwith ade-
light,and loveto the things themfelves. 1
doubtnot buthe fmoothered forme libelsa-
gainfthimin hislifetime. Burlwouldall
thefe (or better ) had 'been made then, for
they might then have wroughtupon him ,
and they might haverteftified thatthe Au-
thorshad meantto mend him,but fiow they
can‘have no honeft pretence. Tdare fayto
you, where [ am not eafily mifinterpreted,
that thetefay be cafes whete ore thay-do
his Countrey ‘good fervice; by libellinga-

gainft
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gainfta liveman. For, where a man is i
ther too great, or his Viges too generall, to
be breught under a judiciary accufation,
there is no way, but this extraordinary ac-
cufing, which we call Libelling And Thave
heard that nothing hath foupled and al-
layed the D. of Lerma in his violent great-
nefle, (o much as the often libels made up-
on him. But after death, it is,in all cafes,
unexcufable. Iknow that Lucifer, and one
or two more of the Fathers who writ libel-
lous books againft the Emperours of their
times, are excufed by our wricers, becanfe

they writ not in the lives of thofe Empe-’

rours. [am glad for them that they writ not
in their lives, for that muft have occafioned
tumule, and contempt, againft o high and
Soveraign perfons. Bur that doth not
enough excufe them to me, for wiiting {o
after their death, for that was ignoble,and
ufelefle, though they dida little efcapethe
natute of libels by being fubfctibed and a-
vowed: which excule would not have

ferved in the Star-chamber, where fealed
N 2 Letters
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Letters havebeen judged Libels ; but thefe
of which we fpeakeat this prefent,areca-
pable of no excufe, no amolithment and
thercfore I cry you mercy, and my felf too,
for difliking them,with fo much diligence,
forthey deferve not that. But Sir, youfee
by this,and by my Letter of laft week from
hence the peremptory barrenneffe of this
place, from whence we can write nothing
into England but of that which comes from
thence. Tillche Lady Werfter camehither,

I had never heard any thing to make me

_imagine that Sit Rob. Rich was in England;

the firft hour that I had knowledge of ic, 1
kifle his hands by this Letcer. 1 makeac-
countto be in London, tranfitorily, about the
end of Auguft. You fhall do me much fa-
vour, if [ may finde a Letter from you (if
you fhall not then be there ) at the Lady
Bartlets : 1{hall come homein much igno-
rance, nor would I difcern home by a bet-
ter light, orany other then you. Icanglo-
ry of nothing in this voyage, bucthat Thave .
affli®ed my Lady Bedford with few Letters.
L
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Iproteft earneftly to you, it troubles me
much more to difpatch a pacquet into Eng-
land, without a Letter to her, then 1t would
toput in three. Butl havebeen heretofore
too immodeft towards her, and I fuffer this
Purgatory for 1t. We make account to leave
this place within 8 or 10 days,and hence
to make our beft hafte to the CountManrice,
where we think to finde again the young
Palatine: all this I tell you only becaufe
when you know, that we {hall runtoo faft
to write any more Letters, you may eafily
pardon the importunities and impertinen-
cies of this,and caft intonolower place of
your love

Spd, 26 July here Your very true. friend and [ervant
1612. J. Donne.

 Tomy Lord G, H.

S IR,

Am near the execution of thatpurpofe
I for France;though I'may have other ends,
yetif it do but keep meawake, it recom-
N 3 penfes.
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penfes me well. I am now in the after-
noon of mylife, and then itis unwhole.
fome to {leep. It1s ill to look back, or give
over in a courfle; but worfe never to fec
out. I fpeaketo you at this time of depar-
ting, as I fhould do at my laftuponmy
death-bed ; and I defire to deliver into
your hands a heart and affeétions, as inno-
cent towards you, as Ifhall to deliver my
foul 1nto Gods hands then, 1 [ay not this
out of diffidence,as though you doubted it,
or that this fhould look like fuchan excufe,
as implyed an accufation ; buc becaufe my

‘fortune hath burdened you fo, as Icould

not rectifie it before my going, my confci-
enceand interpretation ({everer Thope then
yours towards my felf) calls that a kinde of
demerit, but God who hath not onlyaf-
forded usa way to be delivered from our
great many debts, contradted by our Exe-
cutorfhip to 4dam, but alfo another for our
particular debts after, hath not lefr poor
menunprovided, for difcharge of morall
and civill debts ; in which acknowledge-
ment
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95

ment,and cthankfulnefle is the [ame, as re-
pentance and contritionis in {piritual debrs:
and though the value and digpnity of all
thelebe not perchance in the things, but in
the acceptation, yet 1 cannot doubt of it,
either in God, or you. But Sir, becaufe
there is fome degree of thankfulneffe in
asking more ( for that confefles all former
obligations, and a defire to be ftillin the
fame dependency) I muft intreat you to
continue that wherein you have moltex-
prefled yourloveto me, whichis,ro maia-
taift mein thefame roomin my Lady Bed-

fords opinion, in the which youplaced me.’

I profeffe to youthat Tam too much bound
to her, for exprefsing every way herccareof
my fortune that 1 am weary before the's ;
and oot of a loathnelle; that fo'good werks
{lrould be beftowed upon fo illftuffe;orthat
fomuchill fortune fhould bemingled with
lers, as that fhe fhould miffeany thing that
fhe defired, chough it werebutforme; I
am willing to depart fromfartherexerci-
fing her indevours in thatkinde. I'{hall be

bold
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bold todeliver my poor Letters to her La-
difhips hands, through yours, whileft 1am
abroad 'though I fhall ever accountmy
{elf at home, whileft I am in your me-
Inol'y.

Yonr affeltionate [ervant and lover
J. Donne.

To Sir H. G.
S 1R,

Ature hath made all bodzes alike, by
mingling and kneading up the fame
elements in every one. And amongft men,
-the other nature,Cuftome, hath made every
mindelike fome other; we are patterns,or
copies, we informe, or imitate. Butas he
hath not prefently atrained to write a good
hand, which hath equalled one excellent
Mafter in his 4, another in his B , much
lefle he which hath foughtall theexcellent
Mafters, and imployed all his time to ex-
4 ceed in one Letter, becaufe not fo much an
excellency of any nor every one,asan even-
nefleand proportion, and refpect to one
another
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another gives the perfeGtion: fo isno man
vertuous by particular example. Not he
that doth all adtions to the pattern of the
moft valiant, or liberall, which Hiftories
afford : nor he which chufes from every
one their beft actions, and thereupon doth
fomething like thofe. Perchance fuch may
be in via perficiendorum, which Divines al-
low to Monafticall life, but not perfectorum,
which by them is only due to Prelacy. For
vertueis even,and continuall and the fame,
and can therefore break no where, norad-
mit ends, nor beginnings : it is not only
not breken, buc not tyed together. He 1s
notvertuous, out of whofe actions you can
pickan excellent one. Vice and her fruits
may be feen, becaufe they are thick bodies,
but not vertue, which is all light, and vices
have fwellings and fits, and noife, becaufe
being extreams, they dwell far afunder, and
they maintain both a forein war againft
vertue, and acivill againft oneanother, and
affect Soveraignty, as vertue doth fociety.
The later Phyfitians fay, that when our

. o naturall
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naturallinborn prefervative is corrupted ot
wafted, and muft be reftored bya like ex-
tracted from other bodies; the chief care is
that the Mummy have init no excelling
quality , but an equally digefted cemper :
And fuch 1s true vertwe. But men who
have preferred money beforeall think they
deal honourably with vertue, ifthey com-
pare her with money : And think that as
money is not called bafe till the allay exceed
the pure ; fo they are vertuous enough, if
they hiave enough to maketheiractionscut-
_ rant, which is, if either they get praife,or
(in a lower abafing ) if they incurre not
infamy or penalty. But you know who
faid, Angnfla imidcentia oft adlegem bonsimeffe :
which rule being given forpoficive Laws
fevere miftakersapply even to Gods Law,
and ( perchance againft his Command-
ment ) binde themfelves to his Counfails,
beyond his Laws. Butthey are worfe;thac
thinke that becaufe fome men formerly
waftfull, live better with half their rents
then they did withall, being ‘now advanta-
ged
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ged with difcretion and experience, there-
fore our timés need lefle moral vertue then
the firft, becanfe we have Chriftianity,
which isthe ufe and application of all ver-
tue:asthough our religion were but an art
of thrift, to make alittle vertué go far. For
as plentifull {prings are fitceft, and beft be-
come largeAqueduttsifo doth much vertue
{fuch afteward and officer as a Chriftian.But
I muft not give youa Homily for a Lecter.I
faid a great while fince, that cuftome made
men like; we who have been accuftomed
to one another are likein this, that welove |
not bufinefle: this therefore fhall not be
toyou nor meabufie Letter. [end witha
probleme, whofe errand is, to aske for his
fellowes. 1 pray ‘before you ingulfe your
felfin the progrefle, leavethem for me, arid
fuch other of my papers asyou willlend
me'till you return. And belides: this Alle-
goricalllending, fend metruely your conn-
fails,and love God and me, whileft1love

him and you
' Oir2zr To
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Tomy wery true and very good friend
Sir Henry Goodere.
SIR,

’ AT fome later reading, I was moreaf-

L fected with that part of your Letter,
which is of the book, and the namelefle
Letters, then at firft. I am not forry, for
that affection were for a jealoufie or fufpici-
on of a flexibilty in you. But I am angry,
thatany fhould think, you had in your Re-
ligion ‘peccant humours , defeétive , or
abundant | or that fuch a beoke, ( if
I miftake it not) fhould be able to work
upon you; my comfortis, thattheir judg-
ment istoo weak to endanger you,fince -
by this it confefles, that it miftakes you, in
thinking you irrefolved or various: yet let
me be bold to fear, that that found true opi-
pion, thatin all Chriftian profefsions there
is way to falvation (which 1 think you
think ) may have been fo incommodioufly
or intempeftively fometimes uttered by
you, ot clle your having friends equally
near
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near you of all the imprefsions of Religion,
may have teftified fuch an indifferency, as
hath occafioned fome to further fuch incli-
mations, as they have miftaken to be in you.
This I have feared becaufe hertofore thein.
obedient Puritans, and now the over-obe-
dient Papifts atcempt you. It hath hurt ve-
ry many, notin their confcience,nor ends,
but in their reputation, and ways, that o-
thers have thought them fit to be wrought
upon. Asfomebodies areas wholefomly
notirifhed as ours, with Akornesand en-
dure nakednefle, both which would be
dangerous tous,if we for them fhould leave
our former habits, though theirs were the
Primitive diet and cuftome: foare many
fouls well fed with fuch formes and dref-
fings of Religion,as would diftemper and
misbecome us, and make us corrupt to-
wards God, if any humane circumftance
moved it; and in the opinionofmen,
though nene. You fhall feldome fec 2
Coyne, upon which the ftamp were re-

moved, though to imprint it better, butic
O 3 looks
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looks awry and fquint, And {o, for the
moft part, do mindes which have received
divers impre(fions. Iwill net, nor need g
you,compare the Religions.. The channels
of Godsmercies run: through both fields;
and they are fifter teats of hisgraces yet both
difeafed and infected, but not both alike,
And T think, thacas Copernicifme 10 the Ma-
thematiques hath carried earth farther up,
from the ftupid Center; and yer not ho-
noured it, noradvantaged it,becaufe for the
necellity of appearances, it hath carried
heaven fo much higherfromit:fo theRoman
profelsion feems to exhale, and refine our
wills from earthly Drugs, and Lees, more
thenthe Reformed, and fo feems to bring
us nearer heaven; but then that carries
heaven farther from us, by making us pafs
fo many Courts, and Offices of Saints in
this life; in all our petitions, and lying ina
painfull prifon in the next, during the plea-
fuire, not of him to whom we go,and who
muft be our Judge, buc of them from
whom we come, who know not gur cafe:

Sir,
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Sir, as I faidlafttime, labour to keep your
alacrity and dignity , in an even temper :
for in a dark fadnefle, indifferent things
feem abominable, or neceffary, being ne1-

ther; astrees, and fheep to melancholique-

night-walkers have unproper fhapes. And
when you defcend to [atisfie all men in
your cwn religion or to excufe otherstoal,
you proftitute your felf and your under-
flanding, though not a prey, yetamark,
and a hope, and a fubject, for every fophi-
fterin Religion to wotk on. Forthe other
patt of your Letter, fpent in the praife of
the Countefle, I am always very apt to be-
leeveic of her,and canneverbeleeveit fo
well; and{o reafonably, as now; when it
15 averred by ‘you ; but for the expréfsing
it'to Wer,in thatfore as you feem tocoun-
faile,Thave cthefe two reafons to declineit.
That that knowledge which fhe hath of
me,was in the beginning of a graver coutfe,,
then of aPoet | into which ( thatTmay al-
fo keep my dignity ) I wouldnot feem to
relapfe. The Spanifh proverb informes

me,,
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me, thac he is a fool which cannot make
one Sonnet, and he ismad which makes
two. The other ftronger reafon, is my in=
tegrity to the other Countefle, of whole
worthinefle though 1 {wallowed your opi-
nion at firft upon your words, yetl have
had fince an explicit faith | and now a
knowledge : and for her delight (fince fhe
defcends tothem ) Thad referved notonly
all the verfes, which I fhould, make, butall
the thoughts of womens worthinefle. But
becaufe T hope fhe will not difdain, thatI
fhould write well of her Piéture, I have o-
beyed you thus far, as to write: butintreat
you by your friendfhip, that by this occafi-
on of verfifying, I be not traduced , nor
efteemed light in that Tribe and thachoufe
where I have lived. Ifthofe reafons which
moved you to bid me write be not con-
ftancinyou flill; orifyou meant nottharl
{hould write verfes ; or ifthele verfes be too
bad, or too good, over or under het undet-
ftanding,and not fir; 1pray receive them,
asa companion and fupplement of this
Letter
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Lettertoyou ; and asfuch a token as Iufe
tofend, whichufe, becaufe I wifh racher
they fhould ferve (except you wifh other-
wife)I fend no other ; bucafter I have told
you,that here at a Chriftning at Peckam you
are remembred by divers of ours, and I
commanded to tell you fo, I kifle your
hands, and fo feal to you my pure love,
which I would not refufe todo by any la-
bour or danger. )

Your very true friend and fervant
J- Donne.

To S+ G.M.

IF you were here, you would notthink
meimportune, if Ibid you good mor-
row every day ; and fuch a patience will ex-
cufe my often’ Letters. No other kinde of
conveyance is better for knowledge, or
love : What treafures of Morall knowledge
are in Senecaes Letters to onely one Luctlins 2
and what of Nacurall in Plinies Zhow much
of the ftorie of the time, 1s in Ciceroes Let-
P ters?
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ters 2 And how all of thele times, in the
Jefuites Eaftern and Weftern Epiftles 2
where can we finde fo perfe a Charaéter
of Phalaris,as inhis own Letters , which
arealmoft fo many writs of Execution ? Or
of Brutus, asin his privie feals for monie 2
The Evangiles and A&ts, teach us what o
beleeve, buc the Epiftles of the Apoftles
whattodo. And thofe who have endevou-
red to dignifie Seneca above his worth;,have
no way fitter, then to imagine Letters be-
tweenhimandS, Paul.  Asthey think alfo
that they have exprefled an excellent perfon,
Jin that Letter which they obtrude, from
our B. Saviour toKing Agabarus. The Ita-
lians, which ate moft difcurfive, and.think
the world. owesthem all wifldome, abound
fo.much in this kinde of exprefsing; thac
Michel Mantasge (aies; he hathi feen,, (as Lre-
member) 4¢ o volumes of ltalian Letters.,
Bu it 1sthe other capacity which muf
make mine aceeptable, that they arealfo
 the belt conveyers: of love..  But, though
allknawledge be in thofe Authors already,

yet,
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yet, as fome poilons, and fome medicines,
hurt not, nor profit, except thecreature in
which they refide, contribute their lively
activitie,and vigor ; fo,much of the know.-
ledge buried in Books peritheth, and be-
comes ineflectuall, 1f it be not applied, and
refrefhed by a companion, ot friend.Much
of their goodnefle, hath the fame period,
which fome Phyficians of Italy have ob-
ferved to be 1n the biting of their Tarentola,
that ic affects no longer, then the flie lives.
For with how much defire we read the pa-
pers of any living now, (efpecially friends)

which we would fcarce allow aboxein /

ourcabinet, or fhelf in our Library, ifthey
were dead 2 And we dojuftly inic, forthe
writings and words of men prefent, we
may examine, controll; and expoftulare,
and receive fatisfaction from theauthors ;
but the other we muft beleeve or difcredit 5
they prefent no mean. Since then ac this
time, [ am uponthe ftage, you may be con-
tent to hear me. And now that perchance
have brought you to it, (as Thom. Badger did

AN the
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the King) now Ihave nothing to fay. And
it 1s well, forthe Leter 1s already long e-
nough, elfe let this probleme {upply, which
was cccafioned by you, of women wea-
ring ftones; which, it feems, you were
afraid women fhould read, becaufe you
avert them at the beginning, with a prote-
ftation of cleanlinefle. Murtiall found no
way fitter to draw the Romane Matrons to
read one of his Books, which-he thinks
moftmorall and cleanly, then to counfell
them by the ficft Epigram to skip theBook,
becaufe 1t was obfcene. Buc erther you
‘writenotat all for women, or forthofe of
fincerer palates. Though their unworthi-
nefle, and your own eafe be advocates for
me with you, yet I muft adde my entreaty,
thatyou let goe no copy of my Problems,
till Lreview them, Ifitbetoolate, atleaft
be abletotell me who hath them.

Tours,
J- Donne.

Te
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7o 8" H. G.

Send not my Letters as tribute, nor inte-

reft, not recompenfe,nor for commerce,
nor as teftimonials of my love, nor provo-
kers of yours, nor to juftifie my cuftome of
writing, ner for a vent and utterance of my
meditations; for my Letters are either a-
bove or under all fuch offices ; yet I write
very affe¢tionately, and Ichideand accufe
my felf of diminifhing that affection which
fends them,, when I ask my felf why : one-
ly I am fure thac I defire that you might
havein your hands Letters of mine of ally W
kindes as conveyances and deliverers of mé H
to you, whether you accept me as a friend, |
or as apatient, or as a penitent, OF as a
bead{man , for I decline no jurifdiction,
or-refufe any tenure. I would not open any
doore upon you, but look in when you
openit. Angels have not, nor affe& not
other knowledge of one another, then they
lift co reveal to one another. It is then in
this onely, that friends are Angels, that they,
P 3 are
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are capable and fit for fuch revelations
when they are offered.  If at any time 1
feem to ftudic you more inquifitively, it is
for o other end butto know how to pre-
fent youtoGod in my prayers, and whac
toask of him for you; foreven that holy
exercife may notbe done inopportunely,no
nor importunely. I finde litle errour in
that Grecians counfell, who faies, If thou
ask any thing of God, offer no facrifice, nor
ask elegantly, nor vehemently, but remem-
ber that thou wouldeft not give to fuch an
asker: Norin his other Countriman,who
affirms facrifice of blood to be fo unpro-
portionableto God, that perfumes, though
much more fpiricuall, are too grofle.  Yea
words which are our fubtilleft and delica-
teft outward creatures, being compofed of
thoughts and breath'; are fo muddie, fo
thick, that our thoughts themfelves are fo,
becaufe (exceptacthe firft rifing) they are
ever leavened with paflions and affetions :
And that advantageof nearer familiarity
with God, which thea& of incarnation
gave
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gave us, 1s grounded upon Gods affu-
ming us, not our goingto him. And, our
accefles to his prelence are but his defcents
mtous ; and when we get any thing by
prayer, he gave us before- hand the thing
and the petition. For, I {carce think any
ineff:@uall prayer free from both fin, and
the punifhmentof fin: yetas God fepofed
afeventh of our timre for his exterior wor-
fhip, and as his Chriftian Church early
prefented him atype of the whole yearin
Lent, and after impofed the obligation of
canonique hours (conftituting thereby mo-
rall Sabbaths every day; 1 am farre from/
dehorting thofe fixed devotions: But
had rather 1t were beftowed upon thank(=
giving then petition upon praife then pray-
er; not thatGod is' ndeared by that, or
wearied by this; all. isoneinthe receiver,
but net in the fender: and - thanks. deth
both offices; for, nothing doth fo inno-
cently provoke new graces;, asgratitude. I
would alfo rather make fhort prayers then
extend them, though God can neithc; be
ur-
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furprifed, nor befieged : for, long prayers
have more of the man, as ambition of elo-
quence, and a complacencie inthe work,
and more of the Devil by often diftracti-
ons : for, after in the beginning we have
well intreated God to hearken, we [peak no
moreto him. Even this Letter is fomeex-
ample of fuch infirmitie, which being in-
tended for a Letter, is extended and ftrayed
into 2 Homilie. And whatfoever is not
what it was purpofed; is worfe, therefore
it {hall atlaft end likea Letter by afluring

youlam

To your [elfe.
SIR,

Ir Germander ® ool your noble friend and
fellow in Armes, hath been at this
houfe. I findeby theirdiligent inquiring
from me, that he hath aflured them that he
hath much advanced your proceeding, by
his refignation ; but cooled them again
with this | that the L. Spencer pretends in
his
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his room. I never feared his, nor any mans,
diligence in that; I feared onely your re-
mifnefle ; becadfe you have a fortufie thac
can endure, and a nature that' can almoft
be content to miffe. But I'had rather you
exercifed your Philofophy and evennefle in
{fomethings elfe. He doth not nothing
which falls cleanly and harmelefly ; buc he
wraftles better which ftands. I know you
can eafily forgive your felf any negligences
andflacknefles, but I am glad thatyouare
ingaged tofomany friends, who either by
your felf, orfame bave knowledge ofit.
In all the reft of them there is 2 worthinefle, ’
and in mea love which deferves to beTa="
tisfied, In this therefore,as yonare forward
in all things elfe, be content to do more for
your friends then you would for your felf;
endevour it that is effect it

T nefday. Your very true friend and lover
J. Donne.

Q To
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To Sir H. G.

SIR,

N the Hiftory or ftyle of friendfhip,
I which 1s beft written both 1n deeds and
words a Letter which is of 2 mixed nature,
and hath fomething of both, isa mixed Pa-
renthefis : Itmay be left out, yet it contri-
butes, though not to the being, yerto the
verdure, and frefhnefle thereof. Letters
have truly the fame office, as oaths. Asthefe
amongft light and empty men, arebuc fil-
lings, and paules, and interjedtions; but
. with weightier, they are fad atteftations:So
‘are Letters to fome complement, and obli-
gation to others. For mine,as I' neverau-
thorized my fervant to lie in my behalfe,
(forific were officious in him it might be
worfe inme ) {olallow my Letters much
lefle thac civill difhonefty, both becaufe they
go from me more confiderately, and be-
caufe they are permanent;for in them I may
{peak to youinyour chamber a year hence
before L know not whom and not hear my

felf
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felf. They {hall cherefore ever keep the fin-
cerity and intemeratenefle of the founcain,
whence they are derived. And as wherefo-
ever thefe leaves fall the root is in my heart,
fo {hall they, as that fucks good affections
towards you there have ever true imprefli-
ons thereof. Thus much information is
in very leaves, that they can tell whacthe
tree is,and thefe can tell you Tam afriend,
and an honeft man. Of what generall ufe,
the fruic fhould [peake, and I have none :
and of what particular profit to you, ycur
application and experimenting fhould cell

ou.and you can make none of fuch ano-’
you,

thing; yeteven of barren Sycamores, fugh”
as|, there wereufe, ifeither any Lighe flafh-
ings, or {corching vehemencies, or fudden
fhowres made you need fo thadowy an
example or remembrancer. But ( Sir)your
fortune'and minde do you this happy in-
jury, thatthey make all kinde of fruits ufe-
lefle unto you ; Therefore I have placed
my love wifely where I nieed communicate
nothing. All this, though petchance youn
Qe 2 read
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read it not till Michaelmas, was told you ac :
M(bam, A Auguﬂ.- 1607.

To my moft worthy friend Sir Henty Goodere.
SIR,

Ecaufe evennefle conduces as muchto
frength and firmnefle as greatnefle
doth, I would not difcontinue my courfe
of writing. Itisa facrifice, which though
friends need not , friendfhip doth; which
hath in it fo much divinity, that as we muft
be ever equally difpofed inwardly fo to
doeor fuffer for it, fo we muft fepofe fome
“€ertain times for the outward fervice there-
of, though it be but formall and teftimoni-
all:that time to me towards you is Tue(day,
and my Temple, the Role in Smich-field.
If I were by your appointment your Refe-
rendarie for news, I fhould write but fhort
Letters, becaufe thetimes are barren. The
low Countries, which ufed to be the Mart
of news for this feafon, fuffering alfo, or ra-
ther enjoying a vacation. Since therefore I
am
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am but mine own Secretary (and what’s
that?) 1 were excufable if I writ nothing,
fince Tam fo: Befides that, your much
knowledge brings you this difadvantage,
that as ftomachs accuftomed to delicacies,
finde nothing new or pleafing to
them when they are fick ; fo you can hear
nothing from me (though the Countrey

erchance make you hungry ) which you
know not.Therefore in ftead of a Letterto
you, 1 fend you one to another, to the beft
Lady, who did methe honour to acknow-
~ Tedge the receit of one of mine, by one of
hers; and who only hath power to caft
the fetters of verfeupon my free meditici=
ons : It fhould give you fome delight, and
fome comfort, becaufe you are the firft
which fee it, and it 1s thelaft which you
fhall fec of this kinde from me.

Micham the Yonr very affectionate lover and fervant
x4 Avguft. J: Donne:

23 o
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To Sir 1, H.

SiR,

Would not omit this, not Commodity,
I but Advantage of writing to you. This
emptinefle in London, dignifies any Letcer
from hence, as in the (ealons, earlinefle and
latenefle, makes the fowrenelle, and after
the {weetneflc of fruits acceptable and gra-
cious. We often excufe and advance mean
Authors, by the age in which they lived,
{o willyour love do this Letter; and you
will tell your felf, thatif he which writit
kew wherein he might exprefle his affecti-
o1, or any thing which might have made
his Letter welcommer,he would have done
it. As it is, you may accept it fo, as we do
many (Chmz manufaGures, of which
when we know no ufe, yet we fatisfie our
curiofity in confidering them, becaule we
knew not how, nor of what matter they
were made. Near great woods and quar-
ries it is no wonder to fee faire houfes,
but in Holland which wants both, 1t is.

So
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So were it for me who am as farre removed
from Court,and knowledge of forein pal-
fages, as this City is now from the face and
furniture of a City to build up along Legter
and to write of my felf, were butto inclofe
apoor handfull of ftraw for atokenina
Letter:yet I willtell you, that T am ac London
onely to provide for Monday, when 1
fhallufethat favour which my Lady Bed-
ford hath afforded me, of giving her name
to my daughter; which I mentionto you,
as well to fhew thac I covetany occafion of
a gratefull {peaking of her favours, as that,
becaufe I have thought the day is likely to
bring you to Londar, 1 mighttell you rthas
my poor houfe 1s in your way and you
fhall there finde fuch company, as (I think)
you will not be loth to accompany to

London.
6 Aug. 1608, Yourwery truefriend
J. Denne,
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To.5ir H. Wootton,
IS IR,

Hat which isat firft but a vification,

- X and a civill office, comes quickly to
bea haunting, and an uncivillimportunity:
my often writing might be fubje&to fuch
a mifinterpretation, if it were not to you,
who as you know that the affeion which
fuggefts and dictates them, is ever one, and
continuall, and uninterrupted; may be
pleafed tothink my Letters fo too, and that
all the pieces make but one long Letter,and
folknow you would not grudge to read
«ny-intire book of mine, atthat pace, as
you do my Letters, which is aleafe a week:
efpecially fuch Letters as mine, which (per-
chance out of the dulnefle of the place ) are
fo empty of any relations, as that they op-
prefle not your meditations, nor difcourfe,
nor memory. You know that for aire we
arefure we apprehend and enjoy it, but
when this aire is rarified into fire,webegin
to difpute whether it be an element; or no:
fo
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{o when Letters have a- convenient' hand-
fome body of news, they ate Letters; 'but
when they are {pun out of nothing, they are
nothing, or but apparitions | and ghofls,
with fuch hollow founds, as he' that hears
them, knows not what they faid: You (1
think ) and I am much of onefet inthe
Philofophy of love; which thoughitbe
directed upon the minde,doth inhere in the
body, and find piety entertainment there:fo
have Letters for their principall office, to be
feals and teftimonies of mutuall affe&ion,
but the materialls and fuell of them {hould
bea confidentand mutuall communicating
of thofe things which we know. How
fhall Ithen who know nothing write Let-
ters? Sir, I learn knowledge enough out of
yours to me. Ilearn that there is truth
and firmnefle and an earneftnefs of doing
good alivein the world;and therefore,fince
there is fo good company in it, Thavenot,
fomuch defire to go outof ir,asI'had, if
my fortune would afford meany roomin
it. You know I have been no coward, nor
AR un-




Letters to ﬁ'vemﬂ

uninduftrious in attempting that;  nor
will I give it over yet. If at laft | I muft
confefle, that I dyed ten years ago,
yet as the Primuitive Church admitted
fome of the fews Cevemonies,not for perpe-
wallufe, butbecaufe they would bury the
Synagogue honourably,though I dyed ata
blow then when my courfes were diverted,
yet itwilpleafe me alittle to have had alon
funerall, and to have kept my [elf fo long a-
bove grotnd without putrefaétion. But this
is melanchohique dilcourfe; To change
therefore from this Metaphoricall death to
the true, and that withalictle more relifh
of mirth, let me tell you the good nature of
the executioner of Paris: who when #atan
was beheaded, (who dying in the profef:
fion of the Religion , had made his peace
with God inthe prifon,and fo faid nothing
atthe place of execution ) fwore he had ra-
ther execute forty Huguenots, then ene
Catholique, becaufe the Huguenot ufed
fo few words, and trcubled him fo lite,
in refpeb of the dilatary ceremeonics of the

others
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others, in dying. Cotton the greatCourt Je-
fuite' liathy fooamporwuned the Qsito give
fome modifications to the late interlocuro-
ry arreft againft the Jefurits, that in his pre-
fence,the C.Soifons,who had been prefent in
the Courtat the titme of the arreft; and Ser-
vin the Kings Advocate, who urged i,
and the Premier prefident, were {ent for :
They camve fo well provided wich- theit
books, out of which they affigned tothe Q.
fo many, fo evident places of feditious
dod&rine; that the & was well fatisfied,
that it ‘'was fit by all means to provide a-
gainft the teaching of the like doctrinein
France. The D. of Efpernonis come to Payis,
with (they fay ) 600 horfe in his train; all
which company, came with him' intothe
Courtwhichis an infolency remarkable
here. They fay that fcarce any of the Princes
appear in the ftreets, but wich very grest
erains.No ‘one enemy could wafbthe trca-
futes of France fo much, as o many friends
do: forthe Q.dares fcarce deny any, that (o
fhe may have the better leave to make hafte
B2 to
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to advance her Marquis of Zncre, of whofe
greatnefle, for matter: of command, or
danger , they have no great fear, he being
no very capable nor flitrring man: and
then for his drawing of great benefics from
the Q. they make that nfe of it, that their
fuits pafle with lefle oppofition. Ibeleeve
the treafure 1s {cattered, becaufe 1 fee the
future receipt charged with {o very many
and great penfions. The Q. hath advencu-
red a little to ftop this rage of the Princes
importunity, by denying a late fuic of Soz/-
fons :  which though  the other Princes
grudge not that Soiffon {hould faile, for he
hath drawn infinite fums alteady, yet they
refent it femewhat tenderly, that any-of
them fhould be denyed, when the Marquis
obtains. That which was much obferved
in the Kings more childifh age, when I
was laft here , by thofe whom hisfather
appointed to judge, by an affiduous obfer-
vation, his naturall inclination,is more and
more confirmed, that his inclinations are
cruell, and tyrannous;and when heis any

way
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way affected, his flammering is (o ex-
treme, as he can utter nothing, They can-
not draw him to look upon a fon ofthe
Marquis,whom they have put into his fer-
vice. And he was {0 extremely affeGtionate
towards the younger fon of Beanfort,that
they have removed him to a charge which
hehath jasheis made Pricur of Malta; but
yet there pafle fuch Letters between them ,
by ftealth and practile, as (though it be be-
tween children ) itis become a matter of
State, and much diligence ufed to prevent
the Letters.Por the young Marquis of er-
vueil , the K. (peaks often of tranfplan-
ting him into the Church, and once this
Chriftmas delighted himfelf to fee his
youngbrotherina Cardinalls habit. - Sir,
1tis time to take up, for Iknow, that any
thing, from this place, as foon as it s cer-
tain, is ftale. I have been a great while
more mannerly towards my Lady Bedford,
then to trouble her with any of mineown
verfes,but having found thefe French ver-

fes accompanied witha great deal of repu-
3 tation
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ration here, 1could not forbearto askeher
Jeave to fend them. I writ to you by M,
Pory the 17 of Fan. here,and he carried that
Letter to Paris, to gather news, like a (now-
ball. He told ime thac Pindaris gone to Con-
flantinople wich Commifsion to remove and
fucceed Glover: 1am afraid you have neg-
leGted that bufinefle. Continue me in M.
Martins good opinion: I know I {hall ne-
ver fall trom it by any demerit of mine and
1 know I need not fearic, out of any flack-
nefle or {lipperinefle in him, but much bu-
fine(le may ftrangle me in him. When i
{hall nottroubleyou to write to me, [ pray
do methe favour to tell me, how manyyou
have received from me, for 1 have now
much juft reafon toimagine, thatfome of
my Pacquets have had more honour then
I'wifhed them: which isto be delivered
invo the hands of greater perfonages, thenl
addrefled them unto. ‘Hold me fhill inyour
ownlove, and proceed in that noble tefti-
mony of it, of which your Letter by M.
Pory{poke, ( which is the only Letter that

I
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I have received, fince I came away ) and
beleeve methat I fhall ever with much af.
fection, and much devotion joine both
yout fortune and your laft beft happinefle,
with the defire of mine own inall myci-
vill, and divine wifhes , as the only retri-
bution in the power of

Yonr affectionase fervant
Jo. Donne.

Tothe Honorable Knight Sir H. Goodere.

SIR,
l F 1would go out of my way forexcufes,

or if I did not go out of my way from
them ; I might avoid writing now becaufe
Icannot chufe but know, that youhavein
this town abler fervants, and better under-
ftanding the perfons and paffages of this
Court. But my hope is not in the applica-
wion of other mens merits, to me however
abundant. Befides, this town hath finceour
comming hither, afforded enongh forall
to fay. That which wasdone herethe 25
of March, and which was folong callcdba»
pud~
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publication of the marriages , was no o-
therwife publique then that the Spa.Ambaf.
fador, having that day an audience delives
red to the Queen that his Mafter was well
plealedwith all thofe particulars which had
been formerly treated. Andche French Am-
baflador in Spain is faid to have had. in-
ftru&ion, to do the {ame office in that
Court ; the {ame day. Since that, thatis to
fay, thefe 4 laft days, it hach been folemni-
zed with more outward bravery then this
Court 1s remembred to have appeared in.
The main bravery was the number of
hotfes which were above oo Caparazond.
Before the daies, the town was full of the
5 Challengers cartells, full of Rodomonta-
des: but in the execution, there were no
perfonall reencounters, nor other triall of
any ability | then running at the Quintain,
and the Ring.Other particulars of this, you
cannot chufe but heartoo much fince at this
time there cometoyoufo manyFrench men.
But left you fhould beleeve too much, I
prefentyou thefe 2 precautions,that for their
Geu-
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Gendarmery, there was no other trial then |
told'you ; & for their bravery no true ftuffe.
You muft of nece(lity have heard often
of aBook written againft the Popes juril-
di¢tion, about three moneths fince, by ane
RicheraD* and Syndique of the Sorbonifts,
which Book hath now been cenfured by
an aflembly of the Clergie of this Archbi-
{hoprick, promoved with fo much dili-
gence by the Cardinall Peroun, that for this
bufinefle he hathintermitted his replie to
the Kings anfwer, which now he retires to
wtend ferroufly : T have not yet had the ho-
nour to kifle his Graces hand, though 1
have received fome half-invitations to do
it. Richer was firftacculed to the Parlia-

ment; but when it was there required of -

his delators to infift upon fome propofiti-
ons'in his Book, which were cither againft
Scripture, or the Gallican Church, they de-
fifted -in that purfuit. . But in the cenfure
which the Clergie hath made, though itbe
full of modifications and rcfervauons of
the rights-of the King, and the:Gallican
S Chut-
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Churches, there is this iniquitie, that being
to be publifhed by commandement of the
Affembly, in all the Churches of Paris,
which is within that Diocefe, and almoft
all the Curates of the Parifhes of Paris be-
ing Sorbonifts, there is by this means a
ftrong party of the Sorbonifts themfelves
raifed againft Richer ; yet againft chis cen-
fure,and againft three or four which have
oppofed Richer in print, he meditates an an-
fwer. Before it fhould come forth I defired
tofpeak with him, for I'had faid to fome
of the Sorbenift of his party, that there was
no propofition in his Book which I could
not fhew in Catholique auchors of 300
years: I had from himan affignation to
meet,and at the hour he fent me his excufe,
which was, that he had been traduced to
have had conference with the Ambaffadors
of England, and theStates, and wich the D.
. of Bovillon, and that he had accepted a pen-
fion of the King of England ; and withall,
that it had been very well teftified to him
that day, that the Jefnits had offered to cor-

rupe




rupt men with rewards to kill him. Which
1 doubt not but he apprehended for true,
~ becaufe a meflenger whom 1 fent to fixe
another time of meeting with him, found
him in an extreme trembling, and irrefo-
lutions: fo that I had nomore,butan in-
treaty to forbear comming to his houfe, or
drawing him out of it, till it mightbe
without danger or obfervation. They of
the Religion helda Synodat thistime in
this Town, in whichthe principall, bufi-
nelle is to redifie, or atleaft to mature,
againft their Provinciall Synod, which
fhall be held in May, certain opinions of Ti-
lenus a Divine of Sedan, with which’ the
Churches of Franceare {candalized, The
chief point is, Whether our falvation be to
be ateributed to the paffive merit of Chrift,
whichis his death, or to his a&tive alfo,
whichis bis fulfilling of the Law. Butl
doubrt not but that will be well compofed,
if Tilenus who is here in perfon with two
other affiftants, bring any difpofition to
fubmic him(elf to the Synod, and not onely
2 to
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todifpute. 1doe (Ithank God) naturally
and heartily abhorre all fchifm tn* Religion
fomuch, as, 1 proteft, Iam forry to finde
this appearance of fchifm: amongft our ad-
verfariesthe Sorbonifts . for I had rather
they had held together to have made a head
againft the ufurpations of the Ro. Church,
then that their difuniting {hould fo enfeeble
them, as that the Parliament fhould be lefc
aloneto ftand againftthofe tyrannies.  Sir,
you will pardon my extravagancies in thefe
relations. I look upon nothing fo intentive-
ly as thele things, nor fals there any thing
within my knowledge, which 1 would
conceal fromyou Though it concern not
you to know it; yetme thinks 1t concerns
e totelti. That (ook of which you wric
to me,is come hither, and hath brought me
other Letters, but northole of whichyon
writ tome, which pacquet, he fates, you
received again of him; whether by his fal{z
hood, or by your diligence in fecking a
worthier meflenger, 1 know not; butIam
fure Lneyer loft any thing with more for-
Tow,
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row,becaufe lam thereby left ftillin uncer-
tainties, and trrefolutions, of thar which |
dchrcnuch to know in womens bufinef-
fes. If you write this way any more, chule
no other means, then:by M* h}”el at the
Queens Arms a Mercer 10 Cheapfide : h
{hall alwaies l\now where weare, and we
are yet in a purpofe to go from hence with-
ina forenight, anddi ipofe our felves to be
at Frankford the 2 5 of May, when the eleéti-
on ofthe Emperor {hall be there. f“omH
Ibe meelly Dafsxvem all this pilgrimage

yet Ifhall be willing to advance that uc—
ﬁon becaule upon rn] p1 onidpcrat1
would doc {o, Sir Reb. Rich gave me his,
th&t}leVVOLug]dIVCXEETMT1 his way u)inJy
fo much, as to be therethen. Whend camie
to this Town I found M* Matthew | diligent
to finde 2 means to writeto you ; fothatat
this time, when therego fo many,lcarmot
doube but he provides h1mfelf, therefore 1
did not ask his commandement, nor offer
him the' fervice of this Pacquer.  Sir, you
are not evener to your felf; in your moft

3 gene-
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generall wifhes of your own good, then I
am in my particular, of which none rifes
in me, that is not bentupon your enjoying
of peace and repofednefle in your fortunes,
in your affections, and in your confcience ;
more then which I know not how to
with to

Paris theo Apr. Your very affelionare [ervant and
1612, here. lover  J.Donne.

To Sir H. Wotton.

Octob. the 4 1622. almoft ad midnight.
SIR,

LL our moralities are but our out-
works,ourChriftianity is our Citadel;
aman whe confidersduty but the dignity
of his being a man, is not eafily beat from
his outworks, but from his Chriftianity
never ; and therefore I dare truft you, who
contemplates them both. Every diftem-
per of the body now, 1s complicated with
the fpleen, and when we were young men
we
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we fcarce ever heard of the fpleen. In our
declinations now, every accidentis accom-
panied with heavy clouds of melancholy ;
and 1n our youth we never admitced any. It
is the fpleen of the minde, and we are affe-
&ted with vapors from thence; yet truly,
even this fadneflethat overtakes us, and this
yeelding to the fadnefle, is not (0 vehement
apoifon (thoughitbe no Phyfick neither)
as thole falle waies, in which we foughe
our comforts in our looferdaies. You are
able to make rules to your felf, and our
B, Saviour centinue to you an ability to
keep within thofe rules. And this particu-
lar occafion of your prefent fadnefle muft
be helped by the rule, for, for examples you
will fcarce findeany, fcarceany thacis not
encombredand diftreffed in his fortunes:
I had locked my felf, fealed and fecured my
felfagainft all pofsibilities of falling into
few debts, and in good faith, this year hath
thrown me 400' lower thenwhen I entred
this houfe. Iam a Father as well as you,
and of children (I humbly thank God) of

as
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as .good difpofitions ; and in faying fo, I~
make account that I have taken my com-
arifon as high as [ could goe ; for in.good

faith, 1beleeve yours to be fo : but as thole
my daughters (who are capable of fuch
confiderations) cannot but fee my defire
to accommodate them 1n this world; fo I
think they will not murmure if heaven
muft be their Nunnery, and they affociated
to the B. virgins there: 1know they would
be content to pafle their lives ina Prifon,
rather then I fhould macerate my felf for
them, much more to fuffer the mediocriry
of my houle, and my means, though that
cannot preferrethem : yours are{uch too,
and it need not that patience; for your for-
tune doth not fo farre. exercile: their pati-
ence. But to leave all in Gods hands,
from whole hands nothing can be wrung
by whining but by praying, nor by pray-
ing without the Fiat yoluntas tua. Sir, you
are ufed to my hand and, I think have lei-
fure to fpend fome time in picking out
fenfe jin ragges; elfe I had written lefle,and
1n
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87

Inlonger time. Here is room for an Amen,
the prayer ---- fo T am going to my
bedfide to make for all you andall yours,
with
Your true friend and [ervant in Chr, Fefus
J. Donne.

A.V. Merced.

S IR,
I Write not to you out of my poor Libra-

ry, where to caft mine eyeupon good
Authors kindles or refrefhes fometimes
meditations not unfit to communicate to
near friends; nor from the high way,
where I am contraéted, and invertedinto
my felf ; which are my two ordinary for.
ges of Letters to you. Butl write from the
fire fide in my Parler, and in the noife of
three gamefome children ; and by thefide
of her, whom becaufeT have tranfplanted
into 2 wretched fortune, I muft labour to
difguife that from her by all fuch honeft
devices, as giving her my company,and
difcourfe, therefore I fteal from her, all the
T time
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time which I give this Letrer,and itis there-
fore that I take {o fhorta lift, and gallop fo
falt over it,I have not been out of my houle
fince T received your pacquet. As I have
much quenched my fenfes; and difufed my
body from pleafure, and o tried how Ican
indure to be mine own grave, fo I try now
how 1 can fuffer a prifon, And fince it
is but to build one wall more about our
{oul, fhe is ftill in her.own Center, how
many circumferences {oever fortune or ofir
own perver(neflecaft about heri 1would
Icouldas well intreac her to go our,as {he
knows whicher to go. Butif [ meltintea
meélancholy whilet I wrice, I (hall be taken
1n the manaer: and 1 {ic by onetoo ten-
dertowards thefe 1mprefsions, and it is fo
much our duty, to avoid all occafions of
giving them (ad apprehenfions, as S. Hie-
vome accules Adam of no other fault in eating
the Apple, but that he did it Ne contriffaretur
delicias [uas. 1 am not carefull what I write,
becaufe the inclofed Letters may digpifie
this ill favoured bark,and they need net
grudge:
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grudge fo courle a countenance, becaufe
they are now to accompany themfelves,my
man fetched them and therefore I canfay
no more of them then themfelves fay, M"**
Meanlyintreated meby her Letter t6 haften
hers; asI think, for by my troth Icannot
read it. My Lady was difpacching in fo
much hafte for Twicknam  as fhe gave no
word toa Letter which I fent wich yours;
of Sir Tho. Bartlet, 1 can fay nothing, nor
of the plague, though your Letter bid me :
but thathe diminifhes,the other increafes,
butin what proportionIam notclear. To
them at Hammerfmith, and M Herbert 1
will do your command. If 1 have been
good in hope, or can promile any little of-
fices in the future probably , it is comfor-
table,for Tam the worft prefent manin che
world;yet the inftant though it be nothing,
joynes times together, and thercfore this
unprofitablenefs, fince T have been,and will
ftillindevour to be fo, fhall notinterrupe

me now from being ,
- Your fervant and lover " J. Donne.
T 3 0
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To the beft Knight Sir H, Wootton.
SIR,

V V Hen I faw your good Countefle

laft, fhe let me think that her
meflage by her foot-man would haften you
up. And it furthered that opinion in
me, when I knew how near M. Mathews
day of departing this kingdome was. Te
counterpoyfe both thefe, I have a lutle
Letter from you brought to me to Micham
yefterday, bue left at mylodging two days
fooner : and becaufe that fpeaks nothing
of your return, [am content to be perplex-
ed init: and as in all other , fo inthis
perplexity to do that which s fafeft.
To me it 1s fafeft to write,becaufe it per-
formes a duty, and leaves 'my confcience
well: and though it feem not fafeft for the
Letter, which may perifh; yet I remember,
that in the Crociate for the watres in the
Holy Land,and fo in all Pilgrimages enter-
prifed in devotion, he which dies in the

way,enjoyes all the benefic and indulgences
which:
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whichtheend did afford. Howfoever, all
that can encreafe the danger of your Lee.
ter, encreafe my merit; for, as where they
immolate men, it isa a [canter devotion,
to facrifice one of many flaves or of many
children, or an onely child, then to beget
and bring up one purpofely to facrifice 1c,
fo if I ordain this Letter purpofely for de-
ftruction, it is the largeft exprefling of

that kinde of piety,and 1am eafie to beleeve -

(becaufe I wifh it) your haft hither: Not
that I can fearany {lacknefle in that bufine(s
which drew youdown, becaufe your for-
tuneand honour are a paire of good fpurs
toit; but here alfo you have both true
bufinefle and many Quafi negotia, which
gotwoandtwotoa bufinefle; which are
vifitations, and fuch, as though they be net
full bufinefles, yet are fo near themthat they
ferve as for excufes, in omifsions of the o-
ther. As when abjurations was in ufe in
this land, the State and law was fatisfied if
the abjuror came to the fea fide,and waded.
into the fea, when windes and tydes re-

T ; fifted,
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filted,fo we think our felves juftly excafa-

ble to our friends and our felves, if when
we fhould do bufinefle, we come to the
place of bufinefle, as Courts and the houfes
of great Princes and officers. 1.do not fo
much intimate your infirmity in this as
frankly confefle mine own. The mafter of
Latine language fays, Ocul: ¢~ aures aliorum te
Jpeculantur & cuftodiunt.So tholetwo words
are fynonimous & only the obfervation of
others upon me, is my prefervation from
extream idlenefle, elfe I profefle, chat I hate
bufinefle fo much,aslam fometimesglad
to remember, that the Roman (Church reads
that verfe A negotio perambulante in tenebris,
which we reade from the peftilence wal-
king by night, fo equall to me do the
plague and bufinefle deferve avoiding, but
you will neither beleeve that I abhor bufi-
nefle, if I inlarge this Letter, nor that I
would afford you that eafe which Iaffect,
Therefore returne to your pleafures.

Yowr unprofitableft friend

March 14, 1607. Je. Donne.
I
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Tt is my thurd Letter : which Itell you,
becaufe 1 found not Mt. Rogers, but lef¢
the Letter which I [ent laf?, with a flran-
~ ger atCliffords Inne.

ToSir H. G.

STR,
P His 14 of November laft I received
| yours of the 9,as I'was in the ftreec

going to {up with my Lady Bedford,I found

all that company forepofiefled with a won-
der why you came not laft farurday. I per-
ceive, that as your intermitting your Let-
ters to me, gave me reafon to hope for you,
{o fome more dire@ addrefle or confcience
of your bufinefle hete, had imprinted in
them an affurance of your comming, this
Letrer {hall but talke, not difcourfe; it
{hall but gofsip, not confider, nor conlult,
{oit is made halfe with a prejudice of bes
ing loft by the way. The King is gone
this day for Royffon: and hathleft with che:
- Queen acommandment to meditate upon

&
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aMafque for Chriftmas, fo thacthey grow
ferious about that already; that will haften
my Lady Bedfords journey, who goes with-
in ten days from henceto her Lord, bucby
reafon of this, can make no long ftay there.
Juflinian the Venetian is gone hence, and
one (Carraw come 1in his place: that State
hath taken a frefh offence ataFriar, who
refufed to abfolve a Gentleman, becaufe he
would not exprefle in confelsion what
books of Father Pasul, and fuch, he knew to
be inthe hands ofany others; the State com-
manded him out of thatterritory inthree
hours warning, and he hath now fubmit.
ted himfelf, and is returned as prifoner for
. Mantua, and fo remains as yet. Sir H.
Wootton who writ hither, addes alfo that
upon his knowledge there are 14000 as
good Proteftants as he in that State. The
Duke Joyeufe 1s dead, in Primont, returning
from Rome, where M. Mole who went with
the L. Roffe, is taken into the Inquifition,
and Ifee fmall hope of his recovery ( for he
hadin fome tranflatiens of Pleffis books
‘ talked
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talked of Babylonand Antichrift. Excepr i
fall out that one Strange a Jefnit in the
Tower, may be accepted | forihist; To come
a biccle nearer my felt; Sic Geffery Fenton one
of his Majefties Secretartes 1n'Ireland is
dead ; and I have made fome offer for the
place, 1 prefervaticn whereof, as I have
had occalionto imploy all my friends, (o [
have not found 1n them all (except bcdjo; d)
more haftand words (for when thofe two
are together, there is much comfort even in
the leaft) then 'in the L. Hay. Inggood
faith he promifed o roundly, fo abundanc-
ly, fo profufely,as 1 fufpc&ed him), but per-
formed what ever he undertook, (and my
requefts were the meafures of his under-
takings) fo readily and truly, that his com-
lements became obligations, and havin

{poke like a Courtier, did like a friend.

. This Ltell you, becaufe ‘being farre ninder
any ability of ‘exprefling my thankfulnefle
to'him“by any proportonall fervice, I do,

as muchas'léan = thank him by chankmg
‘of’ you,who begot or thirfed thele good
5 lm_
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imprefsions of mein him. Sir, as my dif-
cretion would do, my fortune doth bring
all my debts into one hand, for Iowe you
what ever Coutt friends do for me, yea,
whatfoever 1 do for my felf, becaule you al-
moft importune me, toawake and ftarethe
Court in the face. I know not yet what
conjecture to make of the event. ButIam
content to go forward a lictle more in the
madneffe of mifsing rather then not pre-
tend; and rather wear ou, then ruft. Itis
extreme late; and as this Letter is nothing,
fo if evetitcometoyou,you will know it
without a name, and thercfore I may end
it here.

To the Honowrable Knight Sir H. Goodere,
SIR,

THough you efcape my lifting up of
your latch by removing, you cannot
miy Letters;yet of this Letter I do notmuch
accufe my felf, for I fetve your Command-
ment in it, foritis only to convey to you
this
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this paper oppofed to thofe, with which
you trufted me.Iris(I cannot fay the waigh-
tyeft, but truly ) the faddeft lucubration
and nights paflage that ever [ had. For it
exercifed thofe hours, which with extreme
danger of her, whom I fhould hardly have
abftained from recompenfing for her
company in this world, with accompany-
ing her out of it, encreafed my poor family
witha fon. Though her anguifh, and my
fears, and hopes, feem divers and wild di-
ftractions from this fmall bufinefle of
your papers, yet becaule they all narrowed
themfelves, and met in 724 regia, which 15
the confideration of our {elves, and God,
I thought it time not unfit for this difpacch.
Thus much more then needed [have told
you, whileft my fire was lighting ac Tri-
combs 10a clock.

Yours everintirely

J. Donne.

Te
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Tothe Honourable Knight H, G.

SIR,
Our Son left here a Letter for me,
Yfrom you. Bucl neither difcern by ic
that you have received any of mine lately;
which have been many,and large, and too
confident to be loft, elpecially fince, (as1
remember ) they always conveyed others
to that good Lady ; neither do I know
where to finde, by any diligence, your fons
lodging. But[hopc 18 Wi lapprehendnat
mmpofibility 1n me; and finde me here,
whete he {hall alfo finde as much readi-
nefle to ferve him, as at Pole/worth.  This
Letter of yours makes me perceive ; that
that Lady hath exprefled her purpole to
you in particular, for the nexc cerm. Accor-
dingly, I makemy promifes: for {ince one
that meant but to flazter, told an Emperour,
thac his benefits were to be reckoned from
the day of the promife, becaufe he never
failed , it were an injury from meto the
conflancy of that noble Lady, if I {hould
not
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not, affoon as fhe promifes, do fome ac
of affurance of the performance; which I
have done, as 1 fay, in fixing times to my
creditors; for by the end of next terme, T
will make an end with the world, by Gods
grace. Ilack you here, for my L. of Dorfet,
he might make a cheap bargain with me
now,and difingage his honour, whichin
good faith, is alitde bound , becaufehe ad-
mitted fo many witnefles of his large dif-
pofition towards me. They are preparing
for a Malque of Gentlemen: 1n which M.
Villars is, 'and M. Karre, whom Itold you
before my L. Chamberiain had bronghe
into the bed-chamber. 1pray, 1fyoumake
not fothick goings asyou ufed, fend this
Letter to that good woman, for it 1s'nct
only mine. If 1 could ftay this Letter an
hour, I {hould fend you fomething of Sa-
voy, for Sit Rob. Rich, who is now comie
from.Court, hath laid 2 commandment
upon me by meflage to waite upon hiny;
and I know his bufines, becaufe he never
fought me, but in one kinde. Butcheim-

V3 portunity
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portuny of the houre excufes me, and deli-
vers you from further trouble from

13 Decemb. Your very true friend and [ervant
J- Donne,

To Sir H. G.
SIR,

I Love togive you advantages upon me,
therefore I putmy felf inneed of another
pardon from you, by not comming to you,
yet I am fcarce guilty enough to fpend
much of your vertue from you, becaufe [
knew not of your being come till this your
Letter told me {o, in the midft of dinner at
Peckbam,this Monday. Sir,Iam very truly
yours;if you have overvalued meinany ca-
pacity,] willdo what I can to overtake your
hopes of mel wifh my felf whatfoever yon
wifh me ; and {o Ido, whatever you with
your felf. I am prifoner and clofe; elfel
had not needed this pardon, for I long
much, and much more by occafion of your
Letter, to fee you: when you finde that

good
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ood Lady empticft of bufinefleand plea-
Fure, prefenc my humble thanks; you can
do me no favour, which Ineed not, nor
any, which I cannot have fome hopeto de-
ferve, but this;for I have made her opinion
of me, the ballance by which I weigh my
felf. T will come foon enough to deliver
my thanks to Sir . Harr. for your eafe,
whom I know I have pained with an ilfa.
voured Letter, burmy hearc hath one fyle,
and charater ; and 1s yours in wifhing,
and in thankfulneffe.

Peckham Monday afvernoon,

J- Donne.

T the Honourable Sor R. D.
Siw,
I Gave no anf{wer tothe Letter [ received
from youupon Tuelday, both becaufe I
had init noother commandment by it bur
to deliver your Letter therein, which1did,
and becaufe that Letter found me under
very much f{adnefle, which ( accordingto
the proportion of ills that fallupon me)
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is {inceallo increaled jo thac [ had not writ.
ten now, if I had been {fure to have been
better able to write next week, which I have
not much appearance of:  yet there was
committed to my difpofition. ( thatis , lefc
atmy houfe in my ablence) a Letter from
Sit W. Lover buc it was fome hours afcer all
pofsibility of fending 1t by the carrier, {o
that Mr. TV, Stanhope giving me; the ho-
nour of a vifite at that. nme, and being in-
ftancly to depart, for your parts, did methe
favour to undertake the delivery of it to
you. With me, Sir, 1t is thus, thereis not
one perfon (befides my felf ).in my houfe
welk 1 have already loft half.a child,and
with that mifchance of hers, my wife fallen
into an indifpofition, which wouldaffli&
her much  buc that the ficknefle of her chil-
dren ftupefies her: of one of which, in
good faith, I have not much hope. This
meets a fortune foill provided for phyfique
and fuch relief, thatif God {hould eafe us
with burialls, I know not well how to pet-
forme even that. I flatter my felf in chis,
that
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thatIam dying too: nor can I truly dye fa.-
fter by any walte, then by lofle of children.
But Sir, I will mingle no more of my fad-
nefs to you but wil a little recompenfeit by
telling you that my L. Harrington, of whom
a few days fince they were doubtfull, is {o
well recovered that now they know all his
difeafe to bethe Pox, and Meafels mingled.
This I heard yefterday : for I have not been
there yet. Icame as near importunity as I
could,foran anfwer from Effex houfe, but
this was all, that he fhould fee you fhortly
himfelfe.

Your [ervant

J. Donne,

1 cannot tell you [o much | as youtell
me, of any thing from my Lord of Som.
fince "the - Epithalamion | for T beard
nothing.

X
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To the Hopourable Knight Sir H, Goodere,

SR,

Have but one excufe for not fending
Iyou the Sermon that you do me the ho-
nour to command ; and I forefee, that be-
fore Igake my hand from this paper , 1
fhall lofe the benefit of thatexcufe ; it is,
that for more then twenty days, I have been
travelled with a pain in my right wrift, fo
like the Gout,as makes me unable to write.
The writing of this Letter will implore a
commentary for that, that I cannot write
legibly; for thatIcannot write much, this
Letter will teftifie againft me. Sir, I be-
feech you, at firft, tell your company, that I
decline not the fervice out of fullennefle
nor lazinefle, nor that any fortune dam
me fo much,as that Iamnot fenfible of the
honour of their commanding it, but a
meer inexperience Whether I be able to
write eight hours or no; buc I will try
next week , and either do it, for their fer-

vice,
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vice, or fink in their fervice. This 1s Thur(-

day: andupon Tuelday my Lady Bedford
cameto this town : this afernoon I prefen-
ted my fervice to her, by M Wathymgton :
and fo asked leave to have waited upon
them at fupper: butmy meflenger found
them ready to gointotheir Coach : fothat
a third Letter which I received from M
Dadley, referring me to M™ Withringtons re-
lation of all that State | I lofe it till their
return to this town. To clearyouinthac
whetein 1{ee by your Letter that 1 had not
well exprefled my felf in mine, Sir Ed,
Herbert wric to Six Bd.Sackvil | not to prefle
the King to fix any certain time of fending
him, till he was come over,and had fpo-
ken with the King: Sir Ed. Sackvil col-
le@&supon that, thatSir Ed, H, meanesto
goagain; Ithinkitis only, that he would
have his honour fo faved, as notto feem to
be recalled, by havinga fucceflor, before he
had emptied the place. We hear nothing
from my Lord of Doncafter ; nor have we
any way to fend to him. Thave not feen

X 2 my
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my Lady Doncafter for the croft to Penburf?,
and from thence to Petworth, my Lady
Hfabella came to this Town ;- where, before
her comming, a Letter attended her from
my Lady of Tuchfield : and thither fhe
went, with their fervants, who ftaid her
comming. Hither came lately Letters with
goodlpeed from¥iema,in which there is no
mention of any fuch defeat, as 1n rumour
C. Mansfeld hath been faid to have given
to the D. of Bavyer: but their forces were
then within fuch diftance, as may have
procured fomething before this time. Thole
which watched advantages in the Counrt
of the Emperour, have madethat ufe of C.
Mansfelds proceedings , as that my Lord
Digby complains, that thereby the forward-
neffe in which his negotiation was ; 1s
fomewhat retarded. He proceeds from
thence into Spzin. The D.of Bavyer hath pre-
fentedthe Emperouranaccountof 1200,
ftetling in that warre, to be reimburlfed :
and finding the Palatinate to be in treaty,
hath required a great past of duftria for his

fecurity,




