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To the moft virtuous 
and excellent Lady M. 

DVDGET DUNCH, 

MADAM, 

	

  	T is an argument ,,a,... a R.V.11.11V Irailla."11 74  

of the Immorta, : 
. live of the Soul, 

that it can appre-- . 
i hend, and imbrace 
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The Epiftle 
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lajling of thefe Letters that ha-
vingbeenfi-attered,more then Sibyls 
leaves, I cannot fay into parts, but 
corners of the World, they have re-
colleEled and united themfehes , 
meeting at once, as it were , at the 
fame ffiring, from whence they flow-
ed, but by Succefsion. 

But, the piety ofiEneas to An-
chifes, with the heat, and fervour of 

reale, had been cfa,zelled, and 
extinguhed by the fire of Troy,and 
his Father become his Tombe , had 
not a brighter flame appeared in his 
Protection, and Venus herfelf 
fended with her embraces, to pro-
teEt her Martial! Champion ; fo 
that there is no fafer Day, to give a 
perpetuity to this remnant of the 

dead 



Dedicatory. 

dead Authour ; but, by dedicating it 
to the Altar of Beauty and perfecli-
'on ; and if you, Madam, be but 
pleated to Jhed on it, one beanie of 
your Grace and Favour, that very 
Adumbration will quicken it with a 
new Spirit,and defend it from all fre, 
( the fate of moll Letters) but the 
lafl ; which, turning thefe into of es, 
flail revive the Authour from his 
Vrne, and put him into a capacity 
of celebrating you , his Guardian 
Angell, who has proteded that part 
of his Soul, that he left behinde him, 
his Fame and Reputation..  

The courte lies that you conferre 
upon the living, may admit off me 
allay , by a pofibility of a Retalia-
tion;  but what you bellow upon the 

Dead 



The Epiitle &c. 

Dead, is a Sacrifice to pure Virtue ; 
an ungifted Deity, tis true, without 
Oblation, Altar, or Temple , if 
fhe were not enfhrined in your noble 
bred, but, I mull, forever, become 
her votary, if it be, but for giving 
me this Inclination, and defire ofbe-
ing 

Madam • . 

Your moil humble fervant 

lo. Donne. 
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clectiltntettenttelltle 
A 

COLLECTION 
of Letters written to feverall 

Perfons of Honour. 

To the )vorthieft Lady M". Bridget White. 

MADAME, 

Otk 
Could make Come gueffe whet 

Z0 	ther fouls that go to heaven; 
• retain any memory of us 

that flay behinde, if I knew 
whether you ever thought of 

us, (ince you enjoyed your heaven, which 
is your felf,at home. Your going away bath 
made London a dead carkaffe. A Tearm,and 
a Court do a little spice and embalme it, 
and keep it from putrefaCtion, but the foul 
went away in you : and I think the onely 
reafon why the plague is fomewhat flack-
ned, is, becaufe the place is dead already, 

B 	 and 

Li 



Letters to fiveratl 

and no body left worth the killing.Where-
foever you are, there is London enough : and 
it is a diminifhing of you to fay fo, fince 
you are more then the reit of the world. 
When you have a defire to work a miracle, 
you will return hither, and raife the place 
from the dead, and the dead that are in it;  
of which I am one, but that a hope that I 
have a room in your favour keeps me alive;  
which you (hall abundantly confirme to 
me, if by one letter you tell me, that you 
have received my fix;  for now my letters 
are grown to that bulk, that I may divide 
them like Amadis the Gaules book, and tell 
you, that this is the &ft letter of the fecond 
part of the fira book. 

Strand S. Peters 
day at nine. 	Tour humblefl, and afeElionats 

fervaxt J. D. 



,u • 
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To the rvorthiefl Lady Mrs. B. W. 

MADAME, 

I Think the letters which I lend to you 
tingle lofe themlelves by the way for 

want ofa guide, or faint for want ofcom-
pany. Now, that on your part there be no 
excule, after three tingle letters, 1 fend three 
together, that every one of them may have 
two witneffes of their delivery.They come 
alio to mite upon another letter from Sr E. 

Herbert, of whole recovery from a Fever, 
you may apprehend a perfecter content-
ment then we, becaufe you had none of 
the former forrow. I am an Heretique if 
it be found Doctrine, chat plealure tails 
bell after forrow. For my part, I can love 
health well enough, though I be never lick;  
and I never needed my Miffris frowns and 
disfavours, to make her favours acceptable 
to me. In States, it is a weaknefs to Band 
upon a defenfive war, and fifer not to be 
invaded, then to have overcome : fo in our 
fouls health, an innocence is better then the 

B a 	 heard- 
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heartiefl repentance.And in the pleafures of 
this life , it is better that the variety of the 
pleafiires give us the tafle and appetite to 
it, then a fowre and fad interruption quic-
ken our flomackfor then we live by Phy-
lick. I wifh therefore all your happineffes 
fuch as this intire, and without flaw, or 
spot ofdifcontentment;  and fuch is the love 
and fervice of 

Strand S. Peters 	Your humble_ff and afeCtionatell 
day at 4. 	 fervant J. D. 

the fame. 

MADAME, 

THis letter which I fend enclofed hath 
been yours many moneths, and bath 

languifhed upon my table for a palTage fo 
long, that as others fend news in their let-
ters, I fend an antiquity in mine. I dual 
not tear it, after it was yours : there is fome 
facriledge in defacing any thing confecrated 
to you, and fome impiety to defpaire that 
any thing devoted to you fhould not be re- 

fereed 



Perfins of Honour. 

ferved to a good iffue. I remember I fhould 
have fent it by a fervant, of whole diligence 
I fee I was too confident. I know not 
what it lays : but I dare make this letter no 
longer , becaule being very Cure that I al-
ways think the fame thoughts of you, I am 
afraid I fhould fall upon the fame words, 
and fo fend one letter twice together. 

Tour very affeElionate 
Novemb.8. 	 fervant J. D. 

To the Honourable Lady M. B. VV. 

MADAME, 

Have but (mall comfort in this letter; 
1 the mefknger comes too eafily to me,, 
and I am too flue that the letter (hall be de-
livered. All adventures towards you thould 
be of more difficulty and hazard. But per-
chance I need not lament this;  it may be fo 
many of my letters are loll already that it is 
time that one fhould come, like Jobs fer-
vant, to bring word, that the reft were loft. 
If you have had more before, this comes to 

B 3 	asks 
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aske how they were received ; and if you 
have had none, it comes to try how they 
ihould have been received. It comes to you 
like a bafhfull servant, who though he have 
an extreme defire to put himielf in your 
prefence, yet hath not much to lay when he 
is come : yet hath it as much to fay as 
you can think ; becaufe what degrees fo-
ever of honour, relped,and devotion, you 
can imagine or beleeve to be in any, this 
letter tells you, that all thole are in me to, 
wards you.Sothat for this letter you. are my 
Secretary ; for your worthinefs , and your 
opinion that I have a juft eflimation of 
them, write it : fo that it is as long, and as 
good, as you think it ; and nothing is left 
to me, but as a witness, to fubCcribe the 
name of 

Yon- moft humble fervent 
J. D. 

Though this letter be yours, it will not mis-
become or difproportion it that I mention your 
Noble brother, who is gone to Cleavc,not to re-
turn till towards Chriffmas, except the bufinefs 
deferve him Apt fo long. 



Terfons of Houour. 

7o the Honourable L. the Lady Kingfmel upon 
the death of her flpfbart4 

MADAME, 

THole things which God diffolves at 
once, as he than do the Sun , and 

Moon, and thole bodies at the lafl confla-
gration, he never intends to reunite again;  
but in thole things, which he takes in 
pieces, as he cloth man, and wife, in there 
divorces, by death, and in Engle perfons, 
by the divorce of body and foul, God bath 
another purpoie to make them up again. 
Thatpiece which he takes to himfelf,is pre—
fently call in a mould, and in an infant 
made fit for his ufe ; for heaven is not a 
place of a proficiency , but of prefent per-
fe6tion.1.  hat piecewh ich he leaves behinde 
in this world,by the death ofa part thereof, 
growes fitter and fitter for him, by the 
good ufe of his correetions, and the intire 
conformity to his will. Nothing dirpropor-
dons us, nor makes us lo uncapable of be-
ing reunited to thole whom we loved here, 

as.  
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Am& 

as murmuring, or not advancing the good. 
nets of him, who hath removed them from 
hence. We would wonder, to fee a man, 
who in a wood were left to his liberty, to 
fell what trees he would, take onely the 
crooked, and leave the flreightell trees ; but 
that man hath perchance a fhip to build, 
and not a houle, and fo hath ufe of that 
kinde of timber : let not us, who know 
that in Gods houle there are many Manfi-
ons, but yet have no modell, no defigne of 
the forme of that building, wonder at his 
taking in of his materialls, why he takes 
the young, and leaves the old, or why the 
fickly overlive thole, that had better health. 
We are not bound to think that fouls de-
parted, have develled all afleetions towards 
them, whom they left here;  but we are 
bound to think, that for all their loves they 
would not be here again : Then is the will 
of God done in Earth, as it is in Heaven, 
when we neither pretermit his actions, nor 
refill them ; neither pals them over in an 
inconfideration, as though God had no 

hand 
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hand in them, nor go about to take them 
out of his hands, as though we could dire& 
him to do them better. As Gods Scriptures 
are his will, fo his anions are his will 
both are Teflaments, becaufe they teflifie 
his minde to us. h is not lawfull to adde 
fcedule to either of his wills : as they do 
ill, who adde to his written will, the Scri-
ptures, a fcedule of Aperyphall books: fo 
do they alto, who to his other will, his ma-
nifefled anions, adde Apocryphall condi-
tions, and a fcedule of fuck limitations as 
there, If God would have flayed thus long.;  
or, If God would have proceeded in this or 
this manner, I could have born it. To 
fay that our afflictions are greater then we 
can bear, is fo near to defpairing, as that the 
fame words.  exprefs both ; for when we 
confider Coiner words in that originall 
tongue in which God fpake, we cannot tell 
whether the words be, My punifhment is 
greater then can be born;  or,My fin is grea-
ter then can be forgiven. But Madame, you 
who willingly facrificed your felt to God, 

C 	 in 
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in your obedience to him, in your own 
ficknefs, cannot be doubted to difpute with 
him, about any part of you, which he (hall 
be pleated to require at your hands.The dif-
ference is great in the lots, of an arm e, or a 
head ; ofa child, or a husband:but to them, 
who are incorporated into Chrift, their 
head, there can be no beheading ; upon 
you, who are a member of the youle of • 
Chrift the Church, there can fall no wi-
dowhead , nor orphanage upon thofe chil-
dren, to whom God is father. 1 have not 
another office by your husbands death;  
for 1 was your Chaplaine before, in my 
daily prayers;  but 1 (hall inlarge that office 
with other Collefts, then before, that God 
will continue to you, that peace which you 
have ever had in him, and fend you quiet, 
and peaceable difpofitions in all them with 
whom you (hall have any thing to do, in 
your temporall &ate and matters of this 
world. Amen. 

At my poor houCe at S. 
I'auls. n6, Ottob. 
I 6 	4. 

Your LacliAips very humble a-nd 
thank full fervant ire Chrft 

?efus J. Donne. 



TO my honoured friend S,  T. Lucey. 

SIR, 

I

Make account that this writing °netters, 
1 when it is with any ferioufnels, is a kind 
ofextafie, and a departure and feceflion and 
furpenfion of the foul,wth doth then c6mu-
nicate it felf to two bodies: And as I would 
every day provide for my fouls WI convoy, 
though I know not when I fhall die, and 
perchance I than never die;  fo for there 
extafies in letters, I oftentimes deliver my 
felf over in writing when I know not 
when thole letters !ball be fent to you, 
and many times they never are, for I have a 
little fatisfadion in Peeing a letter written 
to you upon my table, though I meet no 
opportunity of fending it. Erpecially this 
fummer, when either by my early retiring 
home, or your irrefolutions of your own 
purpOles,or Tome other poffeffions of yours 
you did leffe reveale to me your progreffes, 
and flations, and where I might croffe you 
by letters, then heretofore : I make fhifc 

C 2 	to 
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to lay little fault upon you,becaufe my par-
don might be eafier , if I tranigrefs into a 
longer and buffer letter then your Countrey 
(ports admir;but you may read it in winter: 
And by that time I may more clearly ex-
prefs my felf for thole things w hich have 
entred into me, concerning your foul: for 
as the greatell advantage which mans foul is 
thoughtto have beyond others,is that which 
they call Aetum 	, and ituattan,( for 
Beath do the fame things as we do,but they 
do not confider nor remember the circum-
fiances and inducements ; and by what 
power, and faculty, it is that they do them) 
fo of thole which they call Ahem -allexum 
the  noblef} is that which reflects upon the 
foul it feif, and confiders and meditates it, 
Into which confideration when I, walke 
after my flow and unperfeca pace, I begin 
to think that as litigious men tyred with 
faits, admit any arbitrement;  and Princes 
travailed with long and wafifull war, de-
fcend to fuch conditions of peace, as they 
are foon after afhamed.to have embraced: 

fo 
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fo Philofophers, and fo all feds of Chri-
flians, after long difputations and contro-
verfies, have allowed many things for po-
fitive and dogmatical' truths which are not 
worthy of that dignity ; And fo many 
dodrines have grown to be the ordinary 
diet and food of our fpirits, and have place 
in the pap of Catechifmes, which were ad-
mitted but as Phyfick in that prefent di-
flemper, or accepted in a lazie wearinefs, 
when men, fo they might have fomething 
to relie upon,  and to excule themfelves 
from more painfull inquifition,never exx-
mined what that was,To which indifpoli-
tion of ours, the Catlin are fo indulgent, 
as that they allow a confcience to adhere to 
any probable opinion againft a more pro-
bable, and do never binde him to feek out 
which is the more probable, but give him 
leave to diffemble it and to depart from 
it, if by mifchance he come to know it. 
This, as it appears in all fciences , fo moft 
manifeffly in Phyfick,- which for a long 
time confidering nothing, but plain curing 

C 3 	and 
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and that but by example and precedent, 
the world at lafi longed for come certain 
Canons and Rules, how thefe cures 
might be accomplifhed ; And w hen men 
are inflamed with this defire, and that filch 
a fire breaks out thatrages and confumes in-
finitly by heat of argument, except Come of 
authority interpole. This produced Hippo-
crates his Aphorifines ; and the world 
fiumbred or took breath, in his refolution 
divers hundreds of years : And then in 
Galens time, which was not fatisfied with 
the of fed of curing, nor with the know-
ledge how to cure, broke out another de-
fire of finding out the caufes why thofe 
fimples wrought thole effeas. Then Galen 
rather to flay their flomachs then that he 
gave them enough, taught them the quali-
ties of the four Elements, and arrefted them 
upon this, that all differences of qualities 
proceeded from them. And after, (not 
much before our time) men perceiving that 
all effe6ts in Phy lick could not be derived 
form theie beggerly and impotent proper- 

ties, 
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ties of the Elements, and that therefore they 
were driven often to that miferable refuge 
of fpecifique form, and of antipathy and 
13mpathy, we fee the world bath turned 
upon new principles which are attributed 
to Paracelfus , but (indeed ) too much to his 
honour. Certainly it is alfo fo in the Phy-
lick of our foul Divinity,for in the Primi-
tive Church, when amongft the Fathers 
there were fo divers opinions of the flare 
of the foul, prefently after this life,they eafi-
ly inclined to be content to do as much for 
them dead as when they were alive, and fa 
concurred in a charitable difpofition to 
pray for them;  which manner of prayer 
then in ufe, no Chriftian Church at this 
day having received better light, will al- 
low of. So alto when in the beginning of 
S..,/usuflines time, Grace had been fo much 
advanced that mans Nature was fcarce ad-
mitted to be fo much as any means or in-
flrument ( not onely no kinde of caufe) of 
his own good works: And Coon after in S. 
Aupillines time alio mans free will (by fierce 

oppofi- 
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oppofition and arguing againfl the former 
error) was too much overvalued,and ad-
mitted into too near degrees of fellowfhip 
with Grace ; thole times admitted a 
doarine and form of reconciliation, which 
though for reverence to the time, both the 
Dominicans and Jefuits at this day in their 
great quarrell about Grace and Free will 
would yet kern to maintaine ,yet indiffe-
rent and difpafsioned men of that Church 
fee there is no pollibility in it, and therefore 
accufe it of abfurdity and alm oft of herefie. 
I-think it falls out thus alfo in the matter of 
the foul : for Chriflian Religion prefu-
ming a foul,and intending principally her 
happinefs in the life to come, hath been 
content to accept any way which hath been 
obtruded ; how this foul is begun in us. 
Hence it is that whole Chriftian Churches 
areflthemfelves upon propagation from pa-
rents;  and other whole Chriflian Churches 
allow onely infufion from God, In both 
which opinions there appear fuck infirmi-
ties as it is time to look for a better : for 

who- 
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wholoever will adhere to the way of pro-
pagation, can never evi& neceffarily and 
certainly a natural' immortality in the foul, 
ifthe foul refult out of matter, nor shall he 
ever prove that all mankind hath any more 
then one foul : as certainly of all Exalts, if 
they receive fuch fouls as they have from 
their parents,every fpecies can have but one 
foul. And they which follow the opinion 
ofinfufion from God,and ofa new creation 
(which is now the more common opinion) 
as they can very hardly defend the dodrin of_ 
original fin (the foul is forced to take this in-
feuion,and comes not into the body of her 
own difpofition ) fo fhall they never be 
able to prove that all thole whom we fee in 
the fhape of men have an immortall and 
realonable foul, becaufe our parents are as 
able as any other fpecies is to give us a foul 
ofgrowth and of fenfe, and to perform all 
vital' and animal' fundions. And fo with-
out infufion of fuch a foul may produce a 
creature as wife and well difpofed as any 
horfe or Elephant, of which degree many 

D 	whom 
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whom we fee come far fhort ; nor hath 
God bound or declared himfelf chat he will. 
always create a foul for every embryon,there 
is yet therefore no opinion in Philolophy, 
nor Divinity, fo well eflablifhed as con-
flrains us to beleeve, both that the foul is 
irnmortall, and that every particular man 
bath filch a foul : which fince out of the 
great mercy of our God we do conftantly 
beleeve, I am afhamed that we do not alfo 
know it by fearching farther : • But as Come-
times we had rather beleeve a Travellers lie 
then go to difprove him;  fo men rather 
cleave to there ways then feek new: yet be-
caufe 1 have meditated therein,I will fhortly 
aquaint you with what I think;for I would 
not be in danger of that law of Wes,  That 
if a man dig a pit,and cover it nor, he muff 
recompenfe thofe which are damnified by 
it: which is often interpreted of fuch as 
(hake old opinions, and do not eflablifh 
new as certain, but leave conrciences in a 
worfe danger then they found them in. I 
beleeve that law of Mofes hath in it force 

myfferie 
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my flerie and appliableneffe;for by that law 
men are onely then bound to that indem-
nity and compenfation, if an Oxe or an 
Affe ( that is, such as are of a firong confli-
tution and accullomed to labour) fall there-
in ; but it is not laid lo, if a Sheep or a 
Goat fall : no more are we if men in a 
fillineffe or wantonneffe will humble or 
take a fcandall, bound to reftifie them at 
all times. And therefore becaule I jualy 
prelume you throng and watchfull enough, 
I make account that I am not obnoxious to 
that law,fince my meditations are neithef 
too wide nor too deep for you,except onely 
that my way of exprefsing them may be 
extended beyond your patience andpardon, 
which I will therefore tempt no longer at 
this time. 

From Micham, my 
dole prifon ever 
(ince I law you, 
9 °Fhb. 

Tour very afefiionate friend 
and fervant and lover 

I. Donne. 

D z 
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To the Noblefi Knight Sc Edward Herbert L. of 
Cherbury; fent to him with his 

Book,Biathanatos. 

SIR, 

I Make accompt that this book hath e-
nough performed that which it under-

took, both by argument and example. It 
than therefore the leffe need to be it fell a-
nother example of the Doctrine. It fball 
not therefore kill it fell;  that is, not bury 
it fell;  for if it fhould do fo, thole reafons, 

-by which that ad fhould be defended or 
excufed,were alio loll with it.Since it is con-
tent to live,it cannot chute a wholfomeraire 
then your Library, where Authors of all 
complexions are prefented. If any of them 
grudge this book a room, and fuiped it of 
new or dangerous dodrine , you who 
know us all, can bell moderate. To thofe 
reafons which I know your love to me will 
make in my favour and difcharge,you may 
adde this, that though this dotrine hath 
not been taught nor defended by writers, 

yet .  
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yet they, moil of any fort of men in the 
world, have pradifed it. 

Tour very true and earner friend 
and fervant and lover 

J. Donne. 

To Sr Robert Carre now Earle of Ankerr.m,with my 
Book_Biathanatos at my going into Germany. 

SIR, 

I Had need do fomewhat towards you 
above my promifes;  How weak are my 

performances, when even my promifes are 
defeetive ? I cannot promife, no not in 
mine own hopes, equally to your merit to-
wards me. But betides the Poems , of 
which you took a promife, I fend you ano-
ther Book to which there belongs this 
Hiflory. It was written by me many years 
(ince ;  and becaure is is upon a mifinter-
pretable fubjea,I have always gone fo near 
fupprefsing it, as that it is onely not burnt : 
no hand hash paired upon it to copy it, nor 
many eyes to read it : onely to Come parti-
cular friends in both Univerfities , then 
when 1 writ it, I did communicate it : And 

D3 	 Ii 
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I remember, I had this anfwer, That cer-
tainly, there was a Falk thread in it, but not 
easily found : Keep it, I pray,1,vith the fame 
jealoulie ; let any that your diccretion ad-
mits to the fight ()Fit, know the dare of it 
and that it is a Book written by Jack Donne, 
and not by D. Donne : Referve it for me, if 
I live,and if I die, I only forbid it the Preffe, 
and the Fire : publifh it not, buc yet burn it 
not ; and between thole, do what you will 
with it. Love me Bill, thus farre, for your 
own fake, that when you withdraw your 
lyre from me, you will linde fo many un-
worthineffes in me, as you grow ashamed 
of having had fo long, and fo much, fuch a 
thing as 

To the Counte5 of Bedford. 

MADAM, ,Mongfl many other dignities which 
,,this   letter hath by being received and 

feen by you, it is not the leaf+, that it was 
pro-- 

Your poor fervant in Chr. 
J. Donne. 
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prophefied of before it was born : for your 
brother told you in his letter, that I had 
written : he did me much honour both in 
advancing my truth fo farre as to call a pro-
miCe an ad already done ;  and to provide 
me a means of doing him a fervice in this 
aa, which is but doing right to my felt: 
for by this performance of mine own 
word, I have alio juflified that part of his 
Letter which concerned me;  and it had 
been a double guiltinefie in me, to have 
made him guilty towards you. It makes no 
difference that this came not the fame day, 
nor bears the fame date as his ;  for though 
in inheritances and worldly poffeffions we 
confider the dates of Evidences, yet in Let-
ters,by which we deliver over our affeai-
ons, and affurances of friendfhip, and the 
bell faculties of our fouls, times and daies 
cannot have interell, nor be con fiderable, 
becaufe that which paffes by them, is eter-
nall, and out of the meafure of time, Be-
caufe therefore it is the office of this Letter, 
to convey my bell wilhes,and all the effeas 

of 
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of a noble love unto you, (which are the 
bet+ fruits that fo poor a foil, as my poor 
foul is, can produce) you may be pleafed to 
allow the Letter thus much of the fouls 
privilege, as to exempt it from firaitnefre 
of hours, or any mcafure of times, and fo 
beleeve it came then. And for my part, I 
!hall make it fo like my foul, that as that 
affection, of which it is the meffenger, be-
gun in me without my knowing when, 
any more then I know when my foul be-
gan ; fo it !hall continue as long as that. 

11 

I. 

To the right honourable the Countef ofMontgomery. 

MADAD4, 

OF my ability to doe your Ladifhip 
fervice, any thing may be an em-

Wane good enough ; for as a word vani-
Iheth, fo doth any power in me to ferve 
you;  things that are written are fitter tefli. 
monies, becaufe they remain and are per- 

manent : 

Your moll affertionate friend and fervagt 
J. D. 
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rnanent : in writing this Sermon which 
your Ladifhip was pleated to hear before, I 
confefle I fatisfie an ambition of mine 
own,but it is the ambition of obeying your 
commandment, not onely an ambition of 
leaving my name in the memory, or in the 
Cabinet : and yet, (ince I am going out of 
the Kingdom, and perchance out of the 
world , (when God fball have given my 
foul a place in heaven) it (hall the leffe di-
minifh your Ladifhip, if my poor name be 
found about you. I know what dead car-
kaffes things written are,in refped ofthings, 
fpoken. But in things of this kinde, that 
foul that inanimates them, receives debts 
from them : The Spirit of God that di-
dates them in the fpeaker or writer, and is 
prefent in his tongue or hand, meets him-
felfagain (as we meet our (elves in a glafs) 
in the eies and hearts of the hearers and 
readers : and that Spirit, which is ever the 
fame to an equall devotion, makes a wri-
ting and a fpeaking equall means to edifi-
cation. In one circumilance,my preaching 

E 	and 
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and my writing this Sermon is too equall : 
that that your Ladifhip heard in a hoarfe 
voyce then, you read in a courfe hand now: 
but in thankfulneffe I (hall lift up my hands 
as clean as my infirmities can keep them, 
and a voyce as clear as his fpirit (hall 
be pleated to tune in my prayers in all places 
ache world, which (hall, either futtain or 
bury 

J. D. 

To Sir H. R. 

F a whole year be but Annus ab Annulo, 
I becaure it returnes into it fell, what Annu-
lulus (hall be diminutive enough, to exprefs 
our weekly revolutions? In chaines the leaft 
linkes have molt curiofity, but that can be 
no emblem of us : b:it they have alio the 
molt ftrength,and that may.The firft fphere 
onely which is refitted by nothing,abfolves 
his courfe every day ; and fo doth true 
friendfhip well placed, often iterate in aft 

or 

MI 

lour Ladifhips humble fervant 
in 034 Iefiu 
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or purpofe , the fame offices. But as the 
lower fpheres, fubjet to the violence of 
that, and yet naturally encouraged to a re-
lutation againfl it, have therefore many 
difiraetions, and eccentricities;  and forme 
trepidations,and fo return but lamely, and 
lately to the fame place, and office : lo that 
friendfhip which is not moved primarily 
by the proper intelligence, difcretion, and 
about the naturall center, vertue, loth per-
chance fometimes, fome things, fomewhat 
like true friendfhip ;  but hath many devia-
tions, which are firayings into new loves; 
( not of other men ; for that is proper to 
true wife friendfhip, which is not a mar-
ring ;  but of other things) and hath fuck 
trepidations as keep it from (hewing it felt, 
where great perfons do not love ; and it re-
turns to the true firft flation and place of 
friendfhip planetarily, which is uncertain-
ly and feldome. I have ever leen in London 
and our Court, as fome colours,and habits, 
and continuances, and motions, and phra-
f& , and accents, and longs, fo friends in 

E 2 	fafhion 
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fafhion and in teafon : and I have feen 
them as fodainly abandoned altogether, 
though 1 fee no change in them, nor know 
more why they were left, then why they 
were chofen. To do things by example, 
and upon confidence ofanothers judgment 
may be come kinde of a fecond wit-dome;  
but it is but writing by a copy : or indeed it 
is the hardeft of all, and the iffue of the firft 
wifdome, for I cannot know that this ex-
ample fhould be followed, except 1 knew 
that it is good, and fo I judge my Judge. 
rOur aftent therefore, and arrefl, muff be 
upon things, not perfons. And when we 
are lure we are in the right way, for great 
perfons, we may be glad of their company, 
if they go our way ; we may for them 
change our place, but not our end, nor our 
way, if there be but one, us in Religion. In 
perfevering in it, it concerns as much what 
our companions be, but very much what 
our friends. In which I know I (peak not 
dangerously nor miCappliably to you, as 
though I averted you from any of thole 

friends 
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friends, who are of other imprefs ions then 
you or 1in forme great circumflances of Re-
ligion. You know I never fettered nor im-
prifoned the word Religion ; not flraight-
ning it Frierly,. ad Religipnes faEtitias ( as 
the lomans call well their orders of Religi-
on ) nor immuring it in a bonne , or a 
Witternberg, or a Geneva;  they are all virtuall 
beams of one Sun, and wherefoever they 
finde clay hearts, they harden them, and 
moulder them into dull;  and they entender 
and mollifie waxen. They are not fo con-
trary as the. North and South Poles ; and 
that they are connaturall pieces of one cir-
cle. Religion is Chriflianity, which being 
too fpirituall to be Peen by us, loth there-
fore take an apparent body of good life and 
works, fo falvation requires an honefl.  
Chriflian. There are the two Elements, 
and he which demented from thefe, hath 
the complexion of a good man, and a fit 
friend. The difeafes are, too much intenti-
on into indifcreet zeal,and too much rernif. 
neffe and negligence by giving fcandall: for. 

E 3 	our. 
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our condition and flate in this, is as infirm 
as in our bodies ;  where phyfitians confi-
der only two degrees ; fickneffe, and neu-
trality ;  for there is no health in us. This, 
Sir,I tile to lay to you, rather to have fo 
good a wicneffe and correaor of my medi-
rations, then to advile ; and yet to do that 
coo, (ince it is pardonable in a friend : Not 
to flack you towards thole friends which 
are religious in other cloches then we ; (for 
Amici vitia fi feras frcis tua, is true of fuch 
faults) but to keep you awake againft fuch 
as the place where you muff live will of-
ten obtrude, which are not onely naked, 
without any fafhion of filch garments, but 
have neither the body of Religion, which 
is morall honefty, and fociable faithfulnefs, 
nor the foul, Chriflianity. I know not how 
this paper fcaped lafl week which I fend 
now;l was fo lure that I enwra ed it then, 
that I fhould be fo 	but titt I had but 
one copy;  forgive it as you ufe to do. From 
Michant in as much hafle, and with as ill 
Pen and Ibke, as the letter can accufe me 

of; 



of;  but with the WI and the next weeks 
heart and affe6tion. 

Tours very truely and afeRionately 
J. Donne. 

To sir H. G. 
S IR, 

THis letter hath more merit, then one 
of more diligence, for I wrote it in 

my bed, and with much pain.' have occafi-
on to fit late Tome nights in my fludy, 
(which your books make a prety library) 
and now 1 finde that that room bath a 
wholeforrie emblematique ufe : for having 
under it a vault,I makethat promife me,that 
I (hall die reading, fince my book and a 
grave are fo near. But it bath another 
unwholeComeneffe, that by raw vapors 
riling from thence, ( for I can impute it to 
nothing elle) I have contraaed a fickneffe 
which I cannot name nor defcribe. For it 
hath fo much of a continual) Cramp, that 
it \wells the finews, fo much of a Tetane,. 
that it withdraws and puls the mouth, and 

fo 
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fo much of the Gout, (which they whole 
counfell I use, fay it is) that it is not like 
to be cured, though I am too hafly in three 
days to pronounce it. If it be the Gout, I 
am miserable ;  for that of kis dangerous 
parts, as my neck and breft, and (I think 
fearfully) my flomach, but it will not kill 
me yet ; I (hall be in this world, like a por-
ter in a great houfe, ever nearell the door, 
but feldomeft abroad : 1 [hall have many 
things to make me weary, and yet not get 
leave to be gone. If I go,I will provide by 
my bell means that you suffer not for me, 
In your bonds. The eI}ate which I fhould 
leave behinde me of any eflimation, is my 
poor fame, in the memory of my friends , 
and therefore I would be curious of it, and 
provide that they repent not to have loved 
me. Since my imprifonment in my bed, I 
have made a meditation in verse, which I 
calla Litany;  the word you know imports 
no other then fiipplication,but all Churches 
have one forme of fupplication , by that 
name. Amongfl ancient annals I mean 

fome 
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fome Boo years, I have met two Letanies 
in Latin vale, which gave me not the rea-
fon oimy meditations, for in good faith f 
thought not upon them then, but they give 
me a defence, if any man;  to a Lay man,and 
a private, impute it as a fault, to take fuch 
divine and publique names, to his own 
little thoughts. The firft of thefe was made 
by qatpeitu/s a Monk of Suevia ; and the 
other by S.Notker,of whom I will give you 
this note by the way, that he is a private 
Saint, for a few Parilhes ; they were both 
but Monks, and the Letanies poor and bar-
barous enough ; yet Pope Nicolas the 5, va-
lued their devotion fo much, that he cano-
nized both their Poems, and commanded 
them for publike fervice in their Churches: 
mine is for idler Chappels, which are my 
friends, and though a copy of it were due 
to you, now, yet I am fo unable to ferve my 
fell with writing it for you at this time, 
(being fome3 c flaves of 9 lines) that I mull 
intreat you to take a promife that you fhall 
have the firfl, for a teflimony of that duty 

F 	which 
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which I owe to your love, and to my felf, 
who am' bound to chetah it by my bf.s.f+ of-
fices. That by which it will deferve belt 
acceptation, is, That neither the Roman 
Church need call it defetive, becaufe it 
abhors not the particular mention of the 
bleffed Triumphers in heaven ; nor the 
Reformed can d ifcreetly accufe it, of attri-
buting more then a rectified devotion 
ought to doe. The day before f lay down, 
I was at London, where I delivered your Let-
ter for SC Rd. Conway, and received another 
.for you, with the copy of my Book, of 
which it is impoffible for me to give you a 
copy fo foon,for it is not of much leffe then 
3 co pages. If I die, it (hall come to you 
in that fafhion that your Letter defires it. 
If I warm again, (as I have often leen fuch 
beg—gers as my indifpoficion is,end them-
felves loon, and the patient as loon) you 
and I Thal (peak together ofthat,before it be 
too late to Terve you in that command-
ment. At this time I onelyaffure you, that 

have not appointed it upon any perfon, 
nor 
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nor ever purpofed to print it : which later 
perchance you thought, and grounded 
your requeff thereupon. A Gent. that vifi-
ted me yeflerday told me that our Church 
hath loft Mr Hugh Broughton, who is gone 
to the Roman fide. I have known before, 
that Saari to the Jefuit was an inftrument 
from Cardinal' 13 aroniws to draw him to 
gone, to accept a flipend, onely to Terve 
the Chriflian Churches in controverfies 
with the Jews , without indangering 
himfelfto change of his perfwalion in par-
ticular dedutions between thefe Chriflian. 
Churches, or being enquired ofor tempted 
thereunto, And I hope he is no otherwife 
departed from us. If he be, we fhall not 
efcape fcandall in it ; becaule, though he be 
a man of many diftempers, yet when he 
fhall come to eat allured bread, and to be 
removed from partialities, to which want 
drove him, to make himfelf a reputation, 
and raile up favourers ; you fhall fee in that 
courfe of oppofing the Jews, he will pro-
duce worthy things : and our Church will 

F 2 	 per- 
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perchance blufh to have loft a Souldier fit 
for that great batten ; and to cherifh onely 
thole fingle Duellifms, between Dome and 
England, or that more fingle, and aim oft 
felf-homicide, between the unconfornied 
Minifters, and Bifhops. 1 writ to you laft 
week that the plague increafed ; by which, 
you may fee that my Letters— 
	__ 	.---- opinion of the 
long, not that I make fuch trifles for praile; 
but becaufe as long as you (peak compara-
tively of it with mine own, and not abfo-
Jutelyfo long I am of your opinion even at 
this time ;  when I humbly thank G-od,I ask 
& have,his comfort of ladder meditations;  
I doe not condemn in my kW, that I have 
given my wit filch evaporations,as thole, if 
they be free from prophanenels, or obfcene 
provocations. Sr you would pity me ifyou 
faw me write, and therefore will pardon 
me ill write no more: my pain hath drawn 
my head famuch awry, and holds it fo 
that mine' eie cannot follow mine hand : 

receive you therefore into my prayers,. 
with: 
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with mine own weary foul,and commend 
my fell to yours. I doubt not but next 
week I fhall be good news to you, for I 
have mending or dying on my fide, which 
is two to one. If I continue thus, I fhall 
have comfort in this, that my B. Saviour 
exercifing his Jufirce upon my two world-
ly parts, my fortune, and body, referves all 
his mercy for that which bell tails it, and 
moil needs it, my foul. I profefle to you 
truly, that my lothneffe to give over now, 
feems to my felf an ill fign, that I fhall 
write no more. 

Your poor friend, and Gods poor patient, 
jo. Donne. 

          

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

              

              

To Iny worthy and honoured friend Mr George 
Garet. 

$I R, 

Am lorry, if your care of me have made 
1 you importune to any body elle ; yet I 
cannot be very lorry becaufe it gives new 
tellimonies of your favour to me,of which 
I fhall ever be very glad, and (that which 

F3 	 IS 
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is my onely venue) thankfull : lb defpe-
rate fortunes as mine, may well make  
friends loth to doe curtefies, becaufe an in-
ability in deferving or requiting,takes from 
them the honour of having done a curtefie, 
and leaves it but the poor name of an alms;  
and alms may be given in eafier proporti-
ons, and more meritorioufly. But Sr, by 
what name or weight foever you efleem 
this kindneffe which you have done me, I 
value it fo, as might alone perfivade me of 
your care of me ; in recompenfe of which, 
you mull be pleated to accept new affuran-
ces that I am 

	

I pray let my fervice be 	Your very ,Iffetlionate fervant, 

	

prefented by you to 	 J. Donne. 
Mr Roope. 

To At George Garet. 
SIR, 

I Have not received that Letter, which by 
this,' perceive you fent to London ; if there 

were any thing in that, by which I might 
have taken occafion to have done you fer- 

vice 
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vice before this time , I have a double rea-
son of grief for the want ofit. I came from 
thence upon rburiday,  , where I left Sir no. 
TOe fo indulgent to his forrow, as it had 
been an injury to have interrupted it with 
my unufefull company. I have done no-
thing of that kinde as your Letter inti-
mates, in the memory of that good Gentle-
woman • if I had, I fhould not finde any 
better u12e of it, then to put it into your 
hands. You teach me what I owe her 
memory ;  and if I pay that debt Co, you 
have a part and interefi in it, by doing me 
the honour of remembring it : and there-
fore it mull come quickly to you. I hope 
not for your return from Court, till Icome 
thither;  which ifI can be matter of my felf, 
or fervant to my felt, which I think is all 
one, I hope to do fome ten daies hence,ma-
king it my way to the Bathe. If you find any 
there that have not forgot my name, conti-
nue me in their favour, and hold in your 
felfa firm affurance that I am 

Tour afeffionate fervant J Donne: 

To 
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To Mr! Martha Garet. 

MADAME, 
rrt  Hough there be much merit, in the fa- 

I your your brother bath done me in a 
vifit, yet that which cloth enrich and per-
feEt it, is, that he brought you with him ; 
which he loth, as well by letting me fee 
how you do,as by giving me occafions,and 
leave to talk with you by this Letter : if you 
have any fervant, which wifhes you 
then I, it mull be becaufe he is able to put 
his wifhes into a better frame, and expreffe 
them better, and underfland proportion, 
and greatnefle better then I. I am willing 
to confeffe my impotencie ; which is, that 
I know no with good enough for you ; if 
any doe, my advantage is, that I can exceed 
his, by adding mine to it. You mull not 
think that I begin to think thus, when you 
begin to hear it, by a Letter ;  As fometimes 
by the changing of the winde,you begin to 
hear a Trumpet, which founded long be-
fore you heard it ;  fo are there thoughts 

of 
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of you familiar and ordinary in me, 
though they have feldome the help of 
this conveyance to your knowledge I am 
loth to leave;  for as long as in any fafhion, 
I can have your brother and you here, you 
make my houfe a kinde of Dorvey;  but 
fence I cannot flay you here, I will come 
thither to you;  which I do,by wrapping up 
in this paper, the heart of 

Your moff affedionate fe;,vant 
J. Donne. 

To Sir Thomas Roe. 

SIR, 
T is an eafe to your friends abroad, that 

I you are more a man of bufineffe thgn 
heretofore ; for now it were an injury to 
trouble you with a bufie Letter. But by the 
fame reafon I were inexcufable if I fhould 
not write at all, (ince the leffe, the more ac-
ceptable;  therefore, Sir, though I have no 
more to fay, but to renew the obligations 
I have towards you, and to continue my 

G 	place 
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place in your love, I would not forbear to 
tell you fo. If I [hall alfo tell you,that when 
this place affords any thing worth your 
hearing, I will be your relator, I think I take 
fo long a day,as you would forget the debt, 
it appears yet to be fo barren. Howfoever 
with every commodity, 1 [hall fay fome-
thing; though it be but a delcant upon this 
plain Fong, that I am 

To all my friends : sir H. Goodere. 

V 1' 

• 

SIR, 

Am not weary of writing ; it is the 
course but durablegarment or my love;  

but I am weary of wanting you. I have a 
minde like thofe bodies, which have hot 
Livers, and cold flomachs ; or fuch a dill 
temper as travelled me at Paris ;  a Fever , 
and dylentery: in which,that which is phy-
lick to one infirmity, nourifhes the other. 
So I abhor nothing more then fadneffe, ex-
cept the ordinary remedy, change of com-

pany,. 

Tour afec̀Iionate fervant 
J. Donne. 
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pany. I can allow my felf to be Animal focia_ 
ie,appl iable to my cornpany,but not &regale, 
to herd my felf in every troup. It is nor per.. 
fetly true which a very fubtil,yet very deep 
wit Averfoes lays, that all mankinde hath 
but one foul, which informes and rules us 
all, as one Intelligence cloth the firmament 
and all the Starres in it ;  as though a parti-
cular body were too little an organ for a 
foul to play upon. And it is as imperfea 
which is taught by that religion WI' is moil 
accommodate to fenfe (I dare not fay to rea-
fon (though it have appearance of that too) 
becaufe none may doubt but that that reli-
gion is certainly befl,which is reafonableft) 
That all mankinde hath one protesting 
Angel ; all Chriflians one other,all Englifh 
one other,all of one Corporation and every 
civil! coagulation or fociety one other ;  and 
every man one other. Though both thefe 
opinions expreffe a truth ;  which is, that 
mankinde hath very ffrong bounds to co-
habit and coucurre in other then moun-
tains and hills during his life. Firil, corn- 

G z 	MQ11, 
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mon , and mutuall necetrity of one ano-
ther ;  and therefore naturally in our de-
fence, and fubventions we fir f1 flie to our 
felves ; next, to that which is likeft, other 
men. Then, naturall and inborn charity, 
beginning at home, which perfwades us 
to give, that we may receive : And legall 
charity, which makes us alfo forgive.Then 
an ingraffing in one another, and growing 
together by a cuftome of fociety : and laft 
of all, flria friendfhip , in which band 
men were fo prefumed to be coupled, that 
our Confeffor King had a law, that if a 
man be killed, the murderer (hall pay a fum 
felasoftio, which the interpreters call, fide di-
sato, et comite -Pit‘e. All thefe bands I willing-
ly receive, for no man is leffe of himfelf 
then I : nor any man enough of himfelf. 
To be fo,is all one with omnipotence. And 
it is well marked, that in the holy Book, 
wherefoever they have rendered Almighty, 
the word is Self-fufficient. I think fome-
times that the having a family fhould re-
move me farre from the curfe of gtfoli. 

But 



      

      

 

erfons ofHonour. 	4-5 

    

But in fo flrit obligation of Parent, or 
Husband, or Mailer, ( and perchance it is 
fo in the laff degree of friendfhip ) where 
all are made one, Iam not the leffe alone, 
for being in the midft of them. Therefore 
this oleuniketitice,this balme of our lives, this 
alacrity which dignifies even our fervice to 
God, this gallant enemy of dejection and 
fadneffe, ( for which and wickedneffe the 
Italian allows but one word, Trifle: And 
in full condemnation whereof it was pro-
phefied of our bleffed Saviour , Non erit 
trzflis, in his converfation) mull: be fought 
and prelerved diligently. And (ince it 
grows without us,wemuf} befure to gather 
it from the right tree. They which place 
this alacrity only in a good confcience, 
deal fomewhat too roundly with us, for 
when we aske the way, they Phew us the 
town afar of: Will a Phyfitiart con fulted 
for health and flrength, bid you have good 
finews and equall temper? It is true, that 
this confcience is the refultance of all other 
particular actions ; it is our triumph and 

G 3 	ban, 
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banquet in the haven ;  but I would come 
towards that alio , ( as Mariners fay ) 
with a merry winde. Our nature is Mete-
orique, we reipea ( becaufe we partake fo) 
both earth and heaven;  for as our bodies 
glorified fhall be capable of fpirituall joy, 

• lo our fouls demerged into thole bodies, 
are allowed to partake earthly plealure. 
Our foul is not fent hither, only to go back 
again : we have Come errand to do here : 
nor is it fent into prifon, becaufe it comes 
innocent : and he which fent it, is juft. As 
we may not kill our felves , fo we may not 
bury our felves : which is done or endan-
gered in a dull Monaflique fadnefie, which 
is fo much worfe then jolity (for upon that 
word I durft 	 
	And certainly defpair is in-

finitly work, then prerumption : both be- 
cattle this is an excetfe of love, that of fear;  
and becaufe this is up, that down the hill ; 
eater, and more l}umbling. Heaven is ex- 
preffed by Pinging, hell by weeping. And 
though our bleffed Saviour be never noted 

to 
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to have laughed, yet his continuance is laid 
ever to be fmiling. And that even moderate 
mirth of heart, and face, and all I with to 
my felf,,  and perfwade you to keep. This 
alacrity is not had by a general charity and e-
quanimity to all mankinde, for that isto 
leek fruit in a wildernefle : nor from a fin-
gular friend, for that is to fetch it out of 
your own pocket : but the various and 
abundant grace of it, is good company. In 
which no rank, no number, no quality, 
but ill, and fuch a degree of that as may 
corrupt and poy Ion the good, is exempt. 
For in nearer then them, your friend, and" 
fomewhat nearer then he, in your fell:you 
mutt allow Tome inordinateneffe ofaffeai-
ens and•paffions. For it is not true that they 
are not natural, but flormes and tempefts of 
our bloud and humours-: for they are na-
turall, but fickly. And as the Indian priells 
expreffed an excellent charity, by building 
Hofpitalls and providing chirurgery for 
birds and beafls famed by mil-chance, or 
age, or labour: fo mutt we, not cut off; 

but, 
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but cute there affedions , which are the 
befliall part. 

To sir H. Goodere, 
SIR, 

Very tuefday I make account thatI turn 
agreat hour-glafs, and confider that a 

weeks life is run out (ince I writ, But if I 
as ke my felf what Ihave done in the La
watch, watch,or would do in the next, I can fay 
nothing;  if I fay that I have pafed  it with-
out hurting any, fo may the Spider in my 
window. The primitive Monkes were 
excufable in their retirings and enclofures 
of themfelves : for even of them every one 
cultivated his own garden and orchard, 
that is, his foul and body, by meditation, 
and manufactures ; and they ought the 
world no more fince they confumed none 
of her fweetneffe, nor begot others to bur-
den her. But for me, if I were able to huf-
band all my time fo thriftily, as not onely 
not to wound my foul in any minute by 
aduall finne, but not to rob and coufen her 

by 
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by giving any part to pleafure or bufineffe, 
but beaowit all upon her in meditation,yet 
even in that I fhould wound her more, and 
contraa another guiltineffe: As the Eagle 
were very unnaturall if becaufe fhe is able 
to do it, the fhould pearch a whole day 
upon a tree, flaring in contemplation of 
the majeflie and glory of the Sun, and let 
her young Eglets flarve in the nal. Two 
of the moll precious things which God 
bath afforded us here, for the agony and 
exercife of our fenfe and fpirit, which are 
a thira and inhiation after the next life, 
and a frequency of prayer and meditation 
in this,are often envenomed,and putrefied, 
and ftray into a corrupt difeale : for as God 
doth thus occafion, and pofitively concurre 
to evill,that when a man is purpofed to do 
a great fin,God infules fome good thoughts 
which make him choofe a Idle fin, or 
leave out fome circumfiance which aggra-
vated that;  fo the devill doth not only suffer 
but provoke us to fome things naturally 
good, upon condition that we 	omit 

H 	 fome 
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tome other more neceffary and more obli-
gatory. And this is his great& fubtilty ; 
becaufe herein we have the deceitfull com-
fort of having done well, and can very 
hardly fpie our errour becaufe it is but an 
infenfible °million, and no accufing ad. 
With the fir ft of thefe I have often fulpeded 
my Pelf to be overtaken ;  which is, with a 
defire of the next -life : which though I 
know it is not meerly out of a 1.vearineffe 
of this , becaufe I had the fame defires 
when 1 went with the tyde, and enjoyed 
fairer hopes then now: yet I doubt worldly 
encombranceshave encreafed it.I would not 
that death fhould take me afleep. I would 
not have him meerly feife me , and onely 
declare me to be dead, but win me, and 
overcome me. When I mut} fhipwrack , 

i 1 would do it n a Sea,where mine impo-
tencie might have Tome excufe ; not in a 
fullen weedy lake, where I could not have 
to much as exercife for my fwimming. 
Therefore I would fain do fomething ; 
but that I cannot tell what, is no wonder. 

For 
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For to chute, is to do : but to be no part of 
any body, is to be nothing. At 	, the 
greatefl perfons, are but great wens, and 
excrefcences;  men of wit and delightful' 
converfation, but as moales for ornament, 
except they be fo incorporated into the bo-
dy of the world,that they contribute forne-
thing to the fullentation of the whole. This 
I made account that I begun early, when I 
underflood the fludy of our laws : but was 
diverted by theworfl yoluptuoufnes,which 
is an Hydroptique immoderate defire of 
humane learning and languages : beauti-
full ornaments to great fortunes ; but mine 
needed an occupation, and a courfe which 
I thought I entred well into, when I alb-
mimed my Celf to fuck a fervice,as I thought 
might imployed thofe poor advan-
tages, which I had. And there I Humbled 
too, yet I would try again : for to this hour 
I am nothing, or fo little', that I am fcarce 
fubjeft and argument good enough for one 
of mine own letters : yet I fear, that cloth 
not ever proceed from a good root, that I 

I-1 2 	 am 
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am Co well content to be leIfe, that is dead. 
You, Sir, are faire enough from there de-
fcents, your vertue keeps you fecure, and 
your natural' difpofition to mirth will pre-
terve you;  but foie none of thefe holds, a 
flip is often as dangerous as a bruife, and 
though you cannot fall to my lowneffe, yet 
in a much leffe diflraftion you may meet 
my fadneffe;  for he is no fafer which falls 
from an high tower into the leads,then he 
which falls from thence to the ground : 
make therefore to your felffome mark, and 
go towards it alegrement. Though I be 
in fuck a planetary and erratique fortune, 
that I can do nothing conftantly, yet you 
may finde Come conflancy in my conflant 
advifing you to it. 

Tour hearty true friend 
J. Donne. 

I came this evening from M Jones his houfe 
in Effex, where M. Martin bath been , and left 
a relation of Captain Whitcocks death ,perchance it is 
no news to you, but it was to me;  without doubt want 

broke 
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broke him ;  for when g Hollands company by 
read n ofthe plague broke, the Captain fought to be at 
M'S. Jones bouie , who in her husbands abfence 
declining it, he went in the 7q.  ht , his boy carrying his 
cloakbag, on foot to the Lord ofSuffex,whogoing next 
day to hunt, the Captain not then fick, told him he 
would fee him no more. f1 Chaplain came up to him, 
to whom be delivered an account of his underflanding, 
and I hope, of his beliefe, and loon after dyed ; and my 
Lord bath buryed him with his own Ancellors. Per-
chance his life needed a longer fickneffi,but a man may 
go faller andPfer,Ivben be enjoys that day light of a 
clear and found Andollanding, then in the night or 
twilight of an ague or other dijeafe. And the grace of 
Almighty God dot!) every thing luddenly and 
but depart from us ,it inlightens us, warms us ,beats us, 
ravilhes us, at once. Such a medicin, year,his incon-
fideration needed ; and I hope as confidently that he 
had it. As our foul is in  fuled when it is created, 
and created when it is infufed,fo at her going out,Gods 
mercy is had by asking, and that is asked by having. 
Left your Polefworth carrier fhotdd coufen me,lfend 
my man with this letter early to London, whither 
thisTuefday all the court come to a Chriflening at 

H 3 	ArondelL 
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Arondell bottle, and flay in town fo that I wi 11jUp 
with the good Lady,and wiite again to morrow to you,if 
any thins be occafioned there, which concerns you, and 
I mill tell her fo ; next day they are to return to Ham-
pton, and upon friday the .king to R oyflon. 

To Sir H. Goodere. 

SIR,  

IF this which I fend you inclofed give me 
right intelligence, I relent you a way by 

which you may redeem all your former 
waftes, and recompenfe your ill fortunes, 
in having fometimes apprehended unfuc-
cesfull fuits,and (that which I prefume you 
affea molt) cafe your felf from all future 
inquifition of widowes or fuck bufineffes 
as aske fo over indult-160ns a purfuit, as de-
veft a man from his bef} happinefie of en-
joying himfelf. I give you (I think)the firft 
knowledge, of two millions confifcated to 
the Crown of England : of which I dare 
affure my felf the coffers have yet touched 
noneinor have tile Commifsioners for faits 

any 
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any thing to oppofe a.gainft a fuit founded 
upon this confifcation, though they hold 
never fo ftritly to their inftruations. After 
you have ferved your felf with aproportion, 
I pray make a petition in my name for as 
much as you think may begiven me for my 
book out of this;  for, but out of this, I have 
no imagination. And for a token of my de-
fire to terve him , prefent M. Fowler 
with 3 or 4000 li.of this fince he was fo re-
folved never to leave his place, without a 
hut of that value.I with your couten in the 
town, better providedibut if he be not, here 
is enough for him. And fince I am ever an • 
affeaionate fervant to that journey,acquaint 
M. Martin from me, how eafie it will be 
to get a good part of this for 	Upon 
the leaf petition that M. Brook can pre_ 
fenthe may make himfelf whole again,of 
all which the Kings fervants M. Lepton 
and mailer TV aterouf e ,have endammaged 
him. Give him leave to offer to NI. 
Hake ill enough to pleafe himielf, for his 
Anon Recgin4. And if M, Gerard have 



Letters to fiverall 

no prefent hopefull defigne upon a worthy 
Widow , let him have Co much of this as 
will provide him that houfe and coach 
which he promifed to lend me at my re-
turn. If M. Lugo Jones be not facisfied 
for his laft Maske ( becaufe I hear fay it 
cannot come to much) here is enough to 
be had : This is but a copy, but if Sir ko. 
Cotton have the originall he will not deny it 
you;  if he hath it not, no body elle hath it, 
nor can prevent you;husband it well,which 
you may eafily doe, becaule I allure my felf 
none of the children nor friends of the par- 
•ty condemned will croffe you or impor-
tune the King for any part. If I get no 
more by it , yet it bath made me a Let-
ter. And Sir ( to depart from this Mine) 
in what part of my Letters foever you find 
the remembrance of my humble fervice 
to my Lord of Bedford, I befeech you ever 
think them intended for the fira,and in that 
ranke prefent them. I have yet received but 
one Letter from you which was of the 
10 of December by M. Port', but you fee that 

as 
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as long as there is one egge left in the nett, I 
never leave laying, nor fhould although 
you had fent none luxe all at laf} will not 
amount to fo good a teffimony as I would 
fain give how much I am, 

Toir adeilionate fervent and lover, 
J. Donne. 

Sir, I write this Letter in no rvery great degree of a 
convalefience fromfuch florms of a flomach colick as 

kept me in a continual) vomiting, fo that I know not 
what Ijhould have been able to doe to *patch  this 
winde, but that an honefifever came and Das my phy, 
lick: I tell you of it only left fume report fhould make 
it morfe, for me thinks that they who love to adde to 
news fhould think it a mafter-piece to be able to fay no 
wo►  fe of any ill fortune of mine then it deferves, force 
commonly it defirves worle then they can fay, but they 
did not, and I am reprieved. I finde dying to be like 
thofe faEls which denying makes felony : when a _fick-
nejfe examines us, and we confifl that Ive are yvilling 
to die, we cannot, but tbofe who are----incurre the 
penalty : and Imay die. yet, if talking idly be an ill 
fign. God be withyou. 

To 
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To the fame, 

S I R, 

T is in our State ever held for a good fign 
I to change Prifon, and nella Signoiia de 
gni, I will think it fo, that my fickneffe path 
given me leave to come to my London-pri-
fon. I rnaL no doubt but my entrance-pain 
(for it was fo rather then a fickneffe, but 
that my fadneffe putrefied and corrupted it 
to that name) affeded you alfo ; for nearer 
Contrads then generall Chrillianity, had 
made us fo much towards one, that one 
part cannot efcape the diflemper of the o-
ther, I was therefore very carefull, as well 
to flack any forrow which my danger 
might occafion in you ;  as to give you the 
comfort of having been heard in your 
prayers for me, to tell you as loon as my 
pain remitted what fleps I made towards 
health, which I did laft week. This Mei-
c'ay morning your man brought me a Let-
ter, which (if he had not found me at Lon-
don) I fee he had a Lally commandment to 

have 
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have brought to Micha?n. Sr,tho ugh my for. 
tune bath made me fuch as I am, rather a 
ficknefie and difeafe of the world then any 
part of it, yet I efleemed my felf Co far from 
being Co to you, as I efteemed you to befar 
from being fo of the world, as to meafure 
men by fortune or events. I am now gone 
fo far towards health, as there is not infir-
mity enough left in me for an affurance of 
Co much nobleneffe and truth, as your lafl 
Leper is to work upon, that might cure a 
greater indifpofition then I am now in:And 
though if I had died, I had not gone 
without teftimonies of fuch a difpofition 
in you towards the reparation of my for-
tune, or prefervation of my poor reputati-
on ; yet I would live, and be Come fuch 
thing as you might not be afhamed to 
love. Your man mull fend away this hour 
in which he vifits me ; and I have not yet 
(for I came laft night) offered to vifit my 
La. Bedford, and therefore have nothing to 
fay which fhould make me grudge this 
flraitneffe of time.He tels me he fends again 

z 	upon 
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upon Tburfday, and therefore I will make an 
end of this Letter, and perfe6t it then. I 
doubt my Letters have not come duly to 
your hand, and that I writing in my dun-
geon ofkfichim without dating, have made 
the Chronologie and fequence of my Let-
ters perplexed to you ; how foever you {hall 
not be rid of this Ague of my Letters, 
though perchance the fit change daies. 
have received in a narrow compaffe three 
ofyours, one with the Catalogue of your 
Books, another I found here left !aft Sater-
day by your man, and this which he 
brought me this morning Sir, I dare fit 
no longer in my wallcoat, nor have any 
thing worth the danger of a relapfe to,  
write. I owe you fo much of my health,-as 
1 would not mingle you in any occafion of 
repairing it, and therefore here ask leave to' 
kiffe your hands, and bid you good nior-
xow and farewell. 

Mir very trtie friend and fervant 
J Donne. 
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ro Sr H. G. 

SIR, 

T Ihould be no interruption to your I 

pleafures, to hear me often fay that I love 
you, and that you areas much my medita-
tions as my felf: I often compare not you 
and me, but the fphear in which your re-
folutions are, and my wheel ; both I hope 
concentrique to God : for me thinks the 
new Aflronomie is thus appliable well,that 
we which are a little earth, fhould rather 
move towards God, then that lie which is 
fulfilling,and can come no .whither,fhould 
move toward's us. To your life full of vari-
ety, nothing is old, nor new to mine;  and 
as to that life, all flickings and hefitations 
feem flupid and flony, fo to this, all fluid 
flipperineffes, and tranfitory migrations 
feem giddie and featherie. In that life one. 
is ever in the porch or pollern, going in or 
out, never within his houfe himfelf: It is 
a garment made of remnants, a life raveld 
out into ends, a line difcontinued, and a 

13. 	nuni. 
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number of fmall wretched points, ufeleffe, 
becaufe they concurre not : A life built of 
pail and future,not propofing any conftanc 
prefent ; they have more pleafures then we, 
but not more pleafilre ; they joy oftne,r, we 
longer ;  and no man but of fo much under-
Ilanding as may deliver him from being a 
fool, would change with a mad-man, 
which had abetter proportion of wit in 
his often Lucidis. You know, they which 
dwell farthefi from the Sun, if in any con-
venient diflance, have longer daies, better 
appetites, better digellion, better growth, 
and longer life : And all thefe advantages 
have their mindes who are well removed 
from the fcorchings, and dazlings, and ex-
halings of the worlds glory : but neither 
of our lives are in filch extremes ; for you 
living at Court without ambition, which 
would burn you, or envy, which would 
devefl others,live in the Sun,not in the fire: 
And I which live in the Country without 
ilupefying, am not in dark neffe,but in fha-
dow, which is not no light, but a pallid, 

wa- 
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waterifh, and diluted one. As all fhadows 
are done colour, if you refped the body 
from which they are call (for our fhadows 
upon clay will be dirty, and in a garden 
green, and flowery) fo all retirings into a 
fliadowy life are alike from all caufes, and 
alike {sullied to the barbaroufneffe and in- 
lipid 	of the Country : onely the 
emploiments, and that upon which you 
call and bellow your pleafure, butineffe, or 
books, gives it the tincicure,and beauty. But 
truly wherefoever we are, if we can but tell 
our felves truly what and where we would 
be, we may make any Rate and place filch 
for we are lo compofed, that if abundance, 
or glory icorch and melt us, we have an 
earthly cave, our bodies, to go into by con-
fideration, and cool our felves: and if we 
be frozen, and contraIed with lower and 
dark fortunes, we have within us a torch, a 
foul,lighter and warmer then any without: 
we are therefore our own umbrella's, and 
our own funs. Thefe, Sir, are the fallads 
and onions of Michain, fent to you with as 

whole 
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wholefome affetion as your other friends 
fend Melons and QLielque-chofes from 
Court and London, If I prefent you not as 
good diet as they, I would yet fay grace to 
theirs, and bid much good do it you. I 
fend you, with this, a Letter which I fent to 
the Countefle. It is not my ufe nor duty to 
doe fo,but for your having of it, there were 
but two contents, and I am lure you have 
minc,and you are lure you have hers. I alto 
writ to her LaP for the vales the (hewed 
in the garden, which I did not onely to 
extort them, nor onely to keep my promile 
of writing, for that I had done in the other 
Letter, and perchance the hash forgotten 
the promife ; nor onely becaufe I think my 
Letters jufi good enough for a progreffe, 
but becaufe I would write apace to her, 
whileft it is poffible to expreffe that which 
I yet know of her, for by this growth 1 fee 
how foon the will be ineffable. 
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S IR, 

THough my friendfhip be good for 
nothing elfe, it may give you the pro-

fit of a tentation, or of an afflidion : It may 
excufe your patience ;  and though it can-
not allure, it shall importune you. Though 
1 know you have many worthy friends of 
all rankes, yet I adde fomething, fince I 
which am of none, would fain be your 
friend too. There is fome of the honour 
and fome of the degrees of a Creation, to 
make a friendfhip of nothing. Yet, not to 
annihilate my felf utterly ( for though it 
Teem humblenefre, yet it is a work of as 
much almightineffe, to bring a thing to 
nothing, as from nothing) though I be not 
of the bell fluffe for friendfhip, which men 
of warm and durable fortunes only are, I 
cannot fay,that I am not of the bell fafhion, 
if truth and honefly be that;  which I mull 
ever exercife,towards you,becaufe I learned 
it of you : for the converfation with wor-
thy men, and of good example, (though it 

Cow 
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low not venue in us, yet produceth and 
ripeneth it. Your mans hafte, and mine to 
Micham cuts off this Letter here, yet, as in 
littell paterns torn from a whole piece, this 
may tell you what all I am. Though by 
taking me before my day (which I accoun-
ted Tuelday) I make fhort payment of this 
duty of Letters, yet I have a little comfort 
in this, that you fee me hereby, willing to 
pay tliole debts which I can, before my 
time. 

Firfl Saturday in 	 Your aircionatefriold 
14arch. 1607. 	 J. Donne. 

You forget tofend me. the Apology;  and may times, 
I think it an injury to remember one of a promife , left. 
it confefle a dr. firuft. But of the book, by occafion of 
eading the Deans anfiver to it , I have Jometimes 

rome,wants 

To 
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7o the countefp of Bedford. 

Happieft and worthieft Lady, 

Do not remember that ever I have Peen a 
I petition in verfe, I would not therefore 
be fingular, nor adde there to your other 
papers. I have yet adventured fo near as to 
make a petition for vet fe,it is for thole your 
Ladifhip did me the honour td fee in 
Iwicknarn garden, except you repent your 
making;  and having mended your judge-
ment by thinking worfe, that is, better, be-
caule jufier, of their rubje6f. They mull 
needs be an excellent exercife ofyour wit, 
which Cpeake fo well of fo ill : I humbly 
beg them ofyour Ladifhip, with two filch. 
prornifes, as to any other of your compofi-
dons were threatnings: that I will not thew 
them, and that I will not beleeve them 
and nothing fhould be Co ured that comes 
from your brain. or breaft if I fhould con-
feffe a fault iii the boldneffe of asking 
them , or make a fault by doing it 
in a longer Letter, your Ladifhip might 

K 2 	 life 
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ufe your fly le and old fafhion of the Court 
towards me, and pay me with a Pardon. 
Here therefore I humbly kille your Ladi-
fhips fair learned hands , and with you 
good wifhes and rpeedy grants. 

Your Lacli Alps fervant 
J. Donne. 

 

   

To the Honourable Knight Sir H. Goodere. 

  

  

Ecaure things be conferved by the fame 
1J means, which eftablifhed them, I nude 
that friendfhip by Letters, which you be-

' got fo: though you have fince ilrengchened 
it by more IOW aliment and real offices. In 
there Letters from the Country there is this 
merit, that I do otherwife unwillingly turn 
mine eye or thoughts from my books,com. 
panions in whom there is no falfhood nor 
frovvardnefle : which words, I am glad to 
obferve that the holy Authours often joyne 
as expreffers and relatives to one another, 
becaufe elle out of a natural' defcent to that 
unworthy fault offrowardneffe, furthered 

with 

 



From your houfe at 	 Yours very afeRionately 
Micham friday morning. 	 J. Donne. 

When you are fometimes at M. Sackvills, I pray 
aske if he have this book , Baldvi nus de officio 
pii hominis in controverfiis;  it /vas written at the 
conference at Poiffy , where Beza was, and he an_ 
livered it;  I long for it. 
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with that incommodity of a little thinne 
houfe ; I fhould have miflaken it to be a 
(mall thing, which now I fee equalled 
with the worft. If you have laid my papers 
and books by, I pray let this meffenger have 
them, I have determined upon them. If 
you have not, be content to do it, in the 
next three or four days. So, Sir, I kiffe your 
hands ' - and deliver to you an intire and 
clear heart,;  which (hall ever when I am 
with you be in my face and tongue, and 
when I am from you, in my Letters, I 
will never draw Curtain between you 
and it. 



Letter; to fiverall 

To  sir H. G. 

SIR, 
I Hope you are now welcome to London, 
land well, and well comforted iny our 
Fathers health and love, and well conten-
ted that we ask you how you doe, and cell 
you how we are, which vet I cannot of my 
felf ;  if I knew that I were ill, I were well 
for we confift of three parts,a Soul, and Bo-
dy, and Minde : which I call thole thoughts 
and affe&ions and paffions

' 
 which neither 

foul nor body bath alone, but have been be-
gotten by their communication, as Mu-
fique refults out of our breath and a Cornet. 
And of all there the difeafes are cures,if they 
be known.Of our fouls fickneffes, which 
are finnes, the knowledge is, to acknow-
ledge, and that is her Phyfique, in which 
we are not dieted by drams and Cowles, 
for we cannot take too much. OFour bo-
dies infirmities, though our knowledge be 
partly ab extrinfeco, from the opinion of the 
Phyfitian, and that the fubjed and matter 

be 
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be flexible, and various ; yet their rules are 
certain, and if the matter be rightly applyed 
to the rule, our knowledge thereof is alio 
certain. But of the difeales of the minde, 
there is no Criteri ton , no Canon , no rule ; 
for, our own mile and apprehenfion and 
interpretation thould be the judge,and that 
is the difeafe it feW. Therefore lometimes 
when I finde my felf tranfported with jol-
lity, and love of company, I hang Leads at 
my heels ; and reduce to my thoughts my 
fortunes, my years, the duties of / man, of a 
friend, of a husband, of a Father, and all 
the incumbencies of a family: when fad-
Indic deje&s me, either I countermine it 
with another fadneffe, or I kindle fquibs 
about me again, and Hie into iportfulneffe. 
and company: and I finde ever after all,that 
I am like an exorcifr, which had long la-
boured about one, which at lafr appears to 
have the Mother , that I frill millake 
my d ifeafe.And I frill vex my fell with this, 
becaure,  if I know it not, no body can 
know it, And I comfort my, felf, becaufe

I 
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1 fee dilpalsioned men are fubje& to the 
like ignorances. For divers mindes out of 
the fame thing often draw cc3G.,..:raiy con-
clu fions, as Augufline thought devout Antho-
ny to be therefore full of the holy Gholl, be-
caufe not being able to read, he could fay 
the whole Bible , and interpret it ; and 
Thy; eta the I efuit for the fame rearon cloth 
thinke all the Anabaptifts to be poffeffed. 
And as often out of contrary things men 
draw one conclufion. As to the (2nicin 
Church, magnificence and fplendor hath 
ever been an argument of Gods favour, and 
poverty & afflidion,to the Greek,Out ofthis 
variety of mindes it proceeds , that though 
our fouls would goe to one end, Heaven, 
and all our bodies mull go to one end, the 
earth : yet our third part, the minde, which 
is our natural' guide here, choofes to every 
man a feverall way : fcarce any man likes 
what another loth, nor advifedly , that 
which hi infel& But Sir, I am beyond my 
purpore ; I mean to write a Letter,and I am 
fallen into a difcourfe, and I do not only 

take 
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take you from fome bufineffe, but I make 
you a new bufinetie by drawing you into 
thefe meditations. In which let my open-
neffe be an argument of fuch love as I 
would fain expreffe in fome worthier fa-
fhion. 

To Sir G. F. 

SIR, 

f Writ to you once this week before ;  yet 
1 I write again , both becaufe it feems a 
kinde of refilling of grace, to omit any 
commodity of fending into England , and 
becaufe any Pacquet from me into England 
fhould go,not only without jull fraight,but 
without ballaft, if it had not a letter to you. 
In Letters that I received from Sir H. Wotton 
yeilerday from Anyens, I had one of the 
8 of March from you, and with it one from 
M". Danterey, of the z8 of January : which 
is a orange difproportion. But Sir, if our 
Letters come not in due order, and fo 
make not a certain and concurrent chain, 

L 	yet 
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yet if they come as Atones , and fo meet 
at WI, by any crooked, and cafaall applica-
tion, they make up , and they nourifh bo-
dies of friendfhip;  and in that Falb ion, I 
mean one way or other, fir{} or laft, I hope 
all the Letters which have been addreffed 
to us by one another, are fafely arrived, ex-
cept perchance that pacquet by the Cook 
be nor, of which before this time you are 
cleare ; for I received ( as I told you) a Let-
ter by M. Nat. kid', and if you fent none 
by him, then it was that Letter, which the 
Cook tells you he delivered to M. Pvic1);  
vvhich,with all my criticilmes, I cannot re-
concile ;  becaufe in your laft Letter, I find 
mention of things formerly written, which 
I have not found. However,I am yet in the 
fame perplexity,which I mentioned before;  
which is, that I have received no fyllable, 
neither from her felf, nor by any other, 
how my wife bath palled her danger, nor 
do I know whether I be increafed by a 
childe, or diminifhed by the loffe ofa wife. 
I hear from England of many cenfures of my 

book, 
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book,of tvIcis. Druiy;if any of thole cenfures 
do but pardon me my defcent in Printing 
any thing in verfe, (which ifthey do, they 
are more charitable then my felf;  for I do 
not pardon my felf, but confefle that I did 
it againa my confcience, that is, againa my 
own opinion, that I fhould not have done 
fo ) I doubt not but they will loon give 
over that other part of that indidment, 
which is that I have laid fo much;  for no 
body can imagine, that I who never law 
her,could have any other purpole in that, 
then that when I had received fo very good, 
teaimony of her worthineffe,and was gone 
down co print vales, it became me to fay, 
not what I was lure was juit truth, but the 
bell that I could conceive ; for that had 
been a new weakneffe in me, to have prai-
fed any body in printed verfes, that had 
not been capable of the bell praife that I 
could give. Prefently after Eafter we (hall 
( I think) go to Frankfoid to be there at the 
ele6tion, where we (hall meet Sir II.Wotton 
and Sir Xo. Tticb, and after that we are de- 

L z 	termined 
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termined to patie fome time, in the Pala-
tinate. I go thither with a great deale of de-
votion ;. for me thinkes it is a new kinde 
of piety, that as Pilgrims went heretofore 
to places which had been holy and happy, 
fo I go to a place now, which (hall be fo, 
and more, by the pretence of the worthiett 
Princefs of the world, if that marriage pro-
ceed. I have no greater errand to the place 
then that at my return into England, I may 
be the fitter to nand in her pretence, and 
that after I have teen a rich and abundant 
Countrey, in his bell feafons, I may fee that 
Sun which fhall always keep it in that 
height. Howfoever we tray, if you have 
leafure to write at any time, adventure by 
no other way, then M. Bruer ,at the Queens 
Armes, a Mercer, in Cbeapfide. I (hall omit 
no opportunity, of which I doubt not to 
finde more then one before we go from 
Paris. Therefore give me leave to end this, 
in which if you did not finde the remem-
brance of my humbleft fervices to my Lady 
Bedford , your love and faith ought to try 

all, 



erfins of Honour. 	77 
all the experiments of pouders,anddryings, 
and waterings to dilcover come lines which 
appeared nor;  becaufe it is impoffible that 
a Letter fhould come from me, with filch 
an ungrateful]. filence. 

Tour very true poor friend and 
fervant and lover 

J. Donne. 

This day begins a Hiflory,of which I doubt not but 
Ifhall write more to you before Heave this town. Mon-
fiew.  de Rohan, a perfon fir birth, next beiie to the 
Kingdonze of Navar, after the Kings children, (if the 
Jing of Spaine There weary ofit ) and for allyance, 
tonne in law to D. Sally, and for breeding in the wars 
and ell ate, the moll remarkable man of the gelig.  ion, 
being Governour of S. Jean d' Angeli , one ofthe 
moll important towns which they of the (kligion hold 
for their fecurity, finding thatfoie Malls between the 
Lieutenant and the Maior of the town, and him, weie 
dangeroully fomented by great perfOns 	from Court, 
rode poll to the town and removed theft two perfons. 
He fent his lecretary , and another dependent of his to 
give the 0 ueen flszslaRion, who is fo far from recei-
ving it, that his meffingers are committed to the 

L 
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likely to be pre" e.  nay tortuied ; all his Pend; 
here commanded to their houfes, and the Queens corn. 
panies of light leo.efe nt already tbitberward, and 
foot companies preparingwhich troops being fint againg 
a place , f much concerning thoje of the kligion to 
keep, and where they abound in number and jlrength, 
cannot chili e but produce elleas ;vol.  thy your bearing -
in tbe next Letter. 

TO Sir H. G. 

SIR, 

Ecaufe I am in a place and feafonwhere 
1) 1 fee every thing bud forth , I mull do 
to too, and vent ionic of my meditations 
to you ; the rather becaufe all other buds 
being yet without talte or virtue, my Let-
ters may be like them. The pleafantneffe 
of the fear° n d fpleafes me. Every thing re-
freflies,and I wither, and I grow older and 
not better, my ftrength diminifhes , and 
my load growes, and being co paile more 
and more florrues, I finde that I have not 
only caft out all my ballall which nature 

and 
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and time gives,Reafon and difcretion, and 
fo am as empty and light as Vanity can 
make me;  but I have over fraught my fell 
with Vice, and fo am riddingly fubjeft to 
two contrary wrackes, Sinking and Over-
letting, and under the iniquity of fuch a 
difeale as inforces the patient when he is al- 

flarved, not only to fail, but to purge. 
For I have much to take in, and much to 
caft out, fometimes I thinke it eafier to d 
charge my felt of vice then olvanity, as one 
may fooner carry the fire out of a room 
then the imoake : and then I fee it was a 
new vanity to think co. And when I think 
fometimes that vanity, becaufe it is thinne 
and airie, may be expelled with venue or 
bulineffe, or fubliantiall vice ; I fi nde that 
I give entrance thereby to new vices. Cer-
tainly as the earth and water, one fad, the 
other fluid, make but one bodie : fo to aire 
and Vanity, there is but one Celt not morbt. 

And that which later Phyficians fay of our 
bodies, is fitter for our mindes : for that 
which they call Deftruftion ,I,Nhich is a cor- 

ruption 
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ruption and want of thole fundamentall 
parts whereof we confill, is Vice : and chat 
ColleCtioflercortim,which is but the excrement 
of that corruption, is our Vanity and indif-
cretion : both there have but one root in 
me, and mull be pulled out at once, or ne-
ver But I am fo farre from digging to it, that 
I know not where it is, for it is not in mine 
eyes only, but in every fence, nor in my con_ 
cupifcence only, but in every power and 
afletion. Sir, I was willing to let you fee 
how impotent a man you love, not to dif-
hearten you from doing fo Bill (for my 

-vices are not infectious, nor wandring,they 
came not yeflerday, nor mean to go away 
to day : they Inne not,but dwell in me, and 
fee them felves fo welcome, and find in me 
fo good bad company of one another, that 
they will not change, efpecially to one not 
apprehenfive, nor eafily acceffible ) but I do 
it, that your counfell might cure me, and if 
you deny that,your example Thal, for I will 
as much firive to be like you as I will with 
you to continue good. 

To 



Terfins of Honour. 	Si 

To the Honourable Kr Sr H. Goodere one of the 
Gent. of his Majeflies privy Chamber. 

SIR, 

AT 0 1.1 may remember that long fence 
I you delivered Mr Fowler poffeffion of 

me, but the wide diftance in which I have 
lived from Court, makes me reafonably 
fear, that now he knows not his right and 
power in me, though he mull of neceffity 
have all, to whom you and I joyn in a gift 
of me, as we did to him, fo that perchance 
he hath a servant of me, which might be 
palled in a book of concealment. If your 
leifure fuffer it, I pray finde whether I be in 
him Bill, and conferve me in his love ;  and 
fo perfed your own work, or doe it over 
again, and reflore me to the place, which 
by your favour I had in him. For Mr Powell 
who ferves her Mat Y as Clerk of her coun-
fell, hath told me that Mr Fowler hath Come 
purpofe to retire himfelf;  and therefore I 
would fain for all my love, have fo much 
of his, as to finde him willing when I (hall 

Peek 
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Peek him at Court, to let me underfland his 
purpole therein ; for if my means may 
make me acceptale to theQieen and him, 
I fhould be very lorry, he fhould make fo 
farre fleps therein with any other, that I 
fhould fail in it, onely for not having fpoke 
to him loon enough. It were an injury to 
the forwardneffe of your love to adde 
more ; here therefore I kiffe your hands, 
and commend to you the truth of my love. 

From my lodging in the Strand, 
whither I 'ball return on Mun-
day, 13 June 1607. 

Tour very afeaionate 
fervant and lover 

Jo. Donne. 

TO g H. G. 
S I R, 

yo U husband my time thriftily,when 
you command me to write by fuch a 

rneffenger, as can tell you more then I can 
write, for fo he doth not onely carry the 
Letter,but is theLetter.But that the naming 
of force things, may give you occalion to 
ask him farther, and him to open himfell 
unto you, give me leave to tell you, that the 

now 
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now Spa. Embaffadour proceeds in the old 
pace,the King hath departed from his ordi-
nary way fo farre, as to appoint 9 of the 
Councell to treat with him ; but when they 
came to any approaches, he anfwered, that 
he brought onely Cornmifsion to propofe 
certain things, which he was ready to doe, 
but he had no inf{ ru6tions to treat, but ex-
peEted them upon an other return from his 
Mailer. So that there is no treaty for the 
marriage begun yet : for I know you have 
heard OlivarR, his free acknowledgement, 
that tilthePrince came,there was no thoght 
of it.The King in his gefts of this progrels, 
hath determined it, not as heretofore, at 
Windfir, but at Farnham during pleafiire : fo 
he is within a journey of Southampton ;  and 
even that circumfianceaddes to tome other 
reafons,that he expe6ts the Prince this Sum. 
mer, and that Sir W. Crofts, in his laft 
patches, enlarged the Prince in his liberty, 
from his Father,to come away,if he would. 
Amongf} all the irregularities of this age, to 
me this is as orange as any, That this year 

M z 	there 
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there is no peace,and yet no !Word drawn in 
the world ; & it is a loft conjecture to think 
which way any of the Armies will bend. 
Here it is imagined,that Yukendorfe and Gabor 
(for, for any concurrence of love, it is but a 
dream) may fo farre diftreffe Bohemia, as 
that Tilly muff be recalled thither ;  and that 
if he be,Bapfivrkes way is open into Dai,iere, 
where he may recompence great loffes , 
whileft Mans field and GonK4es , and his Ex-
cellency andSpinda,keepthe ballance even in 
their parts, by looking upon another. This 
noble friend of yours is in his lall minute, 
in this Town ; and I am going into the 
Coach with my Lo. to Hanivoitb. If I might 
have forbore the fealing the reft till my. re-
turn from thence, you might have heard 
fomething more from 

Tour very true poor friend and humble 
fervant in Chrlef. J. Donne. 

No firaitnejje makes me forget my fervice to 
your oauglteis : If my 'Bell were tollmo-,11bould 
pray for them, and thoucgh m y Letter4aling, 
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Ileave not out . my 1Dithes , that their fortunes 
may fecond their goodneffe. Amen. 

To Sir H. G. 
SIR, 

M His nefday morning, which hath 
I brought me to London, prelents me 

with all your Letters. Me thought it was 
a rent day, I mean fuch as yours, and not as 
mine ; and yet fuch too, when I confide-
red how much I ought you for them, 
how good a mother, how fertill and 
abundant the underfianding is , if the 
have a good father ; and how well 
friendfhip performs that office. For that 
which is denied in other generations is 
done in this of yours : for here is fuperfeta-
tion,childe upon childe, and that which is 
more ftrange, twins at a latter conception. 
If in my fecund religion, friendfhip, I had 
a confcience,either eirantem to miflake good 
and bad and indifferent, or opinantern to be 
ravifhed by others opinions or examples, 
or dubiam to adhere to neither parr,or foupg- 

Ivl 3 	lofam. 
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/of= to encline to one, but upon reafons 
light in themfelves , or indifcuffed in me, 
(which are almoil all the dileafes of confci-
ence) 

 
I might miflake your often,long,and 

bufie Letters, and fear you did but intreat 
me to have mercy upon you and (pare you ; 
for you know our Court took the refoluti-
on, that it was the bell way to difpatch the 
French Prince back again quickly, to re-
ceive him folemnly, ceremonioufly,and ex-
penfively, when he hoped a domeilique 
and durable entertainment. I never meant 
to excell you in weight nor price, but in 
number and bulk I thought I might, be-
caufe he may caf+ up a greater fumme who 
hath but forty (mall monies, then he with 
twenty Portugueffes. The memory of 
friends, (I mean onely for Letters) neither 
enters ordinarily into bufied men, becaufe 
they are ever emploied within, nor into 
men of pleafure, becaufe they are never at 
home. For thefe willies therefore which 
you won out of your pleafurc and recreati-
on, you were as excusable to me if you 

writ 



Perfons of Honour. 
writ feldome, as Sir H. Wotton is, under the 
opprelsion of bufineffe, or the necefsity of 

- teeming fo ; or more then he, becaule I 
hope you have both pleafure and bufineffe : 
onely to me, who have neither, this omif-
fion were finne; for though writing be 
not of the precepts of friendfhip, but of the 
counfels, yet, as in Come cafes to Come men 
counfels become precepts, and though not 
immediately from God, yet very roundly 
and quickly from his Church, (as felling 
and dividing goods in the firth time, conti-
nence in the Romane Church, and order 
and decencie in ours) Co to me who can do 
nothing elle, it feems to binde my conici-
ence to write ; and it is finne to doe againft 
the confcience, though that erre . Yet no 
mans Letters might be better wanted then 
mine, fince my whole Letter is nothing 
elle but a confersion that I fhould and 
would write. I owed you a Letter in verfe 
before by mine own promik, and now 
that you think that you have hedged in that 
debt by a greater by your Letter in verfe, I 

think 

ilk 
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think it now molt feafonable and fafhio-
nable for me to break. At leaf+, to write 
prefently, were to accule my felf of not ha-
ving read yours fo often as fuch a Letter 
deferves from you to me. To make my 
debt greater (for fuch is the defire of all, 
who cannot or mean not to pay) 1 pray 
read thefe two problemes : for fuch light 
fiafhes as thefe have been my hawkings in 
my lorry journies. 1 accompany them with 
another ragge of verfes, worthy of that 
name for the fmalnefre, and age, for it hath 
long lien among my other papers, and 

" laughs at them that have adventured to 
you : for I think till now you law it nor, 
and neither you, nor it fhould repent it. 
Sir, if I were any thing, my love to you 
might multiply it, and dignifie it : But in-
finite nothings are but one fuch ; yet fince 
even Chymera's have fame name and titles, 
I am alio 

Yours. 

To 



To your Pile'. 

SIR, 

F this Letter finde you in a progreffe, or 
at Bath, or at any place of equall leafure 

to our Spi, you will perchance defcend to 
reade fo low meditations as thefe. Nothing 
in my L. of Salisburies death exercifed my 
poor confiderations fo much, as the multi-
tude of libells. It was eafily difcerned,fome 
years before his death, that he was at a de-
fenfive war,both for his honour and health, 
and ( as we then thought) for his eflate : 
and I thought, that had removed much of 
the envy. Befides, I have jufl reafons to 
think)  that in the chiefefl bauxites be-
tween the Nations, he was a very good pa-
triot. But I meant to fpeake of nothing but 
the libells, of which, all which are brought 
into thefe parts, are fo tafleleffe and flat, 
that I proteft to you,I think they were made 
by his friends. It is not the firfl time that 
our age path Peen that art pra&ifed, That 
when there are w itty and [harp libels made 

which 
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which not onely for the liberty of (peaking, 
but for the elegancie, and compofition, 
would take deep root, and make durable 
impreflions in the memory, no other way 
hath been thought Co fit to luppreffe them , 
as to divulge Ionic courfe, and railing one : 
for when the noife is rifen, that libels are 
abroad , wens curiofitie mull be ferved 
with fornething : and it is better for the 
honour of the perfon traduced, that fome 
blunt downright railings be vented , of 
which every body is Coon weary,then other 
pieces, which entertain us long with a de-
light, and love to the things thcmfelves. I 
doubt not but he fmoo:hered Come libels a-
gainfl him in his life time. But I would- all 
thefe ( or better) had been made then, for 
they might then have wrought upon him 
and they might have tell] fied that the Au-
thorshad meant to mend him,but now they 
can have no honefl pretence. I dare fay to 
you, where I am not eafily mifinterpreted, 
that theremay be cafes,where one may do 
his Countrey good fervice, by libelling a- 

saint} 
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gainft a live man. For, where a man is ei-
ther too great, or his Vices too generall, to 
be brought under a judiciary accufation, 
there is no way, but this extraordinary ac-
cufing, which we call Libelling And I have 
heard that nothing hath Coupled and al-
layed the D. of Loma in his violent great-
neffe, fo much as the often libels made up-
on him. But after death, it is,in all cafes, 
unexcufable. I know that Lucifer, and one 
or two more of the Fathers who writ libel-
lous books again11 the Emperours of their 
times, are exculed by our writers, becaule 
they writ not in the lives of thole Empe-
yours. I am glad for them that they writ not 
in their lives, for that mull have occasioned 
tumult, and contempt, againfE fo high and 
Soveraign perfons. But that loth not 
enough excule them to me, for writing fo 
after their death;  for that was ignoble, and 
ufeleffe, though they did a little efcape the 
nature of libels, by being fublcribed and a-
vowed : which excule would not have 
ferved in the Star-chamber, where Pealed 

N z 	Letters 
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Letters have been judged Libels ; but the Ce 
of which we fpeake at this prefent, are ca-
pable of no excufe, no amolifhment, and 
therefore I cry you mercy, and my felf too, 
for difliking them,with fo much diligence, 
for they deferve not that. But Sir, you fee 
by this,and by my Letter of laft week,from 
hence the peremptory barrennell'e of this 
place, from whence we can write nothing 
into England, but of that which comes from 
thence. Till the Lady Worthr came hither, 
I had never heard any thing to make me 
imagine that Sir kb.12iich was in England;  
the firfl hour that I had knowledge of it, 1 
kilfe his hands by this Letter. I make ac-
count to be in London, tranlitorily, about the 
end of Auguft. You fhall do me much fa-
vour, if I may finde a Letter from you ( if 
you fhall not then be there) at the Lady 
Dartlets : I fhall come home in much igno-
rance, nor would I difcern home by a bet-
ter light, or any other then you. I can glo-
ry of nothing in this voyage, but that I have 
afRi aed my Lady _Bedford with few Letters. 
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I protell earnally to you, it troubles me 
much more to di fpatch a paccitiet into 
land,

Eng- 
without a Letter to her, then it would 

to put in three. But I have been heretofore 
too immodefl towards her, and I fuffer this 
Purgatory for it. We make account to leave 
this place within K or i o days, and hence 
to make our bell hafle to the Countgaurice, 
where we think to finde again the young 
Palatine: all this I tell you only becaufe 
when you know, that we (hall run too fail 
to write any more Letters, you may eafily 
pardon the importunities and impertinen-
cies of this, and call into no lower place of 
your love 

Spa, 26 July here 	Your very true friend and fervant 
1612. 	 J. Donne. 

To my Lord G. H. 

.9 IR, 

I Am near the execution of that purpole 
for France;though I may have other ends, 

yet if it do but keep me awake, it recom- 
N 3 	penfes 
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penfes me well. I am now 
i 
 in the after-

noon of my life, and then t is unwholc. 
come to fleep. It is ill to look back, or give 
over in a courfe ; but work never to fec 
out. I fpeake to )ou at this time of depar-
ting, as I fhould do at my laf} upon my 
death-bed ; and I defire to deliver into 
your hands a heart and affeclions, as inno • 
cent towards you, as I than to deliver my 
foul into Gods hands then. I lay nor this 
out of diffidence,as though you doubted it, 
or that this fhould look like fuch an excufe, 
as implyed an accufation ; but becaufe my 
fortune bath burdened you fo, as I could 
not redifie it before my going, my confci-
ence and interpretation (feverer I hope then 
yours towards my felf ) calls that a kinde of 
demerit, but God who hath not only af-
forded us a way to be delivered from our 
great many debts, contraaed by our Exe-
cutorfhip to Adam, but alfb another for our 
particular debts after, hath not left poor 
men unprovided, for difcharge of morall 
and civill debts ; in which, acknowledge- 

ment 
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ment, and thankfulneffe is the fame, as re-
pentance and contrition is in fpiritualdebts: 
and though the value and dignity of all 
thefe be not perchance in the things, but in 
the acceptation, yet I cannot doubt of it, 
either in God, or you. But Sir, becaufe 
there is Come degree of thankfulneffe in 
asking more ( for that confeffes all former 
obligations, and a defire to be Bill in the 
fame dependency) Imuil intreat you to 
continue that wherein you have molt ex-
preffed your love to me, which is,to main-
tain mein the fame room in my Lady Bed-
fords opinion, in the which you placed me: 
I profeffe to you that I am too much bound 
to her, for exprefsing every way her care of 
my fortune, that 1 am weary before fhe is ; 
and out of a loathneffe, that fo good works 
fhould be bellowed upon fo ilifluffe,orthat 
lomuch ill fortune fhould be mingled with, 
hers, as that the fhould miffe any thing that 
fhe defired, though it were but for me ; 
am willing to depart from farther eKerci-
fingher indevours in that kinde. I (hall 

bold, 
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bold to deliver my poor Letters to her La-
dithips hands, through yours, whilell I am 
abroad 'though I [hall ever account my 
fell at home, while[}  I am in your me-
mory. 

Tour afetlionate fervant and lover 
J. Donne. 

96 	Letters to feverall 

To Sir H. G. 

NAture bath made all bodies alike, by 
mingling and kneading up the fame 

elements in every one. And amongft men, 
the other nature,Cuflome, hath made every 
minde like Come other;  we are patterns,or 
copies, we informe, or imitate. But as he 
hath not prefently attained to write a good 
hand, which hath equalled one excellent 
Mailer in his 4, another in his B , much 
le& he which hath fought all the excellent 
Mailers, and imployed all his time to ex-
ceed in one Letter, becaufe not fo much an 
excellency ofany,nor every one, as an even-
neffe and proportion, and relped to one 

another 
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another gives the perfenion : fo is no man 
vertuous by particular example. Not he 
that doth all anions to the pattern of the 
molt valiant, or liberall, which Hiflories 
afford : nor he which chutes from every 
one their bell actions, and thereupon doth 
fomething like thole. Perchance fuck may 
be in via per ficiendorum, which Divines al-
low to Monaflicall life, but not perfeEtorum, 
which by them is only due to Prelacy. For 
vertue is even,and continuall,and the fame, 
and can therefore break no where, nor ad-
mit ends, nor beginnings : it is not only 
not broken, but not tyed together. He is 
not vertuous, out of whole anions you can 
pick an excellent one. Vice and her fruits 
may be feen, becaule they are thick bodies, 
but not vertue, which is all light, and vices 
have fwellings and fits, and noife, becaule 
being extreams, they dwell far alunder, and 
they maintain both a forein war againfl 
vertue, and a civill againfl one another, and 
affe Soveraignty, as vertue doth fociety. 
The later Phyfitians fay, that when our 

0 	natural' 
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natural' inborn prefervative is corrupted or 
wailed, and mull be reilored by a like ex-
traded from other bodies;  the chief care is 
that the Mummy have in it no excelling 
quality , but an equally digefled temper 
And tuch is true vertue. But men who 
have preferred money before all,think they 
deal honourably with vertue, if they com-
pare her with money : And think that as 
money is not called bafe,till the allay exceed 
the pure ; fo they are vertuous enough, if 
they have enough to make their aftionscur-
rant, which is, if either they get praife, or 
( in a lower abating) if they incurre not 
infamy or penalty. .But you know who 
faid, Angufla innoeentla eft ad legem bonum effe : 
which rule being given for pofitive Laws,, 
fevere m iflakers apply even to Gods. Law, 
and ( perchance againfl his Command-
ment) binde themfelves to his Counfails, 
beyond his Laws. But they are worfe, that 
thinke that becaufe Tome men formerly 
wailful', live better with half their rents 
then they did with all, being now advanta- 

ged 
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ged with difcretion and experience, there-
fore our times need leffe moral venue then 
the firfl, becaufe we have Chriflianity, 
which is the ufe and application of ail ver-
tue: as though our religion were but an Art 
of thrift, to make a little vertue go far. For 
as plentiful' fprings are fittell, and bell be-
come largeAqueduas,fo cloth much vertue 
finch afteward and officer as a Chriflian.But 
I mull not give you a Homily for a Letter.I 
faid a great while Pince, that cullome made 
men like;  we who have been accuflomed 
to one another are like in this, that we love 
not bufineffe: this therefore fhall not be 
to you nor me a bufie Letter. I end with a 
probleme, whole errand is, to aske for his 
fellowes. I pray before you ingulfe your 
fell in the progreffe, leave them for me, and 
finch other of my papers as you will lend 
me till you return. And betides this Alle-
goricall lending, fend me truely your coun-
fails, and love God and me, whilefl I love 
him and you. 

O 2 
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To my very true and very good friend 
Sir Henry Goodere. 

   

  

SIR, 

A T Come later reading, I was more af- 
L 	feaed with thatpart of your Letter, 
which is of the book, and the namcleffe 
Letters, then at fiat. I am not Corry, for 
that affeaion were for a jealoufie or fulpici-
on of a flexibilty in you. But I am angry, 
that any fliculd think, you had in your Re-
ligion peccant humours , defective , or 
abundant , or that fuch a booke , ( if 
I miflake it not) fhould be able to work 
upon you ; my comfort is, that their judg-
ment is too weak to endanger you, fince • 
by this it confeffes, that it miflakes you, in 
thinking you irrefolved or various: yet let 
me be bold to fear, that that found true opi-
nion, that in all Chriflian profefsions there 
is way to salvation ( which I think you 
think) may have been fo incommodioufly 
or intempeflively fometimes uttered by 
You;  or elk your having friends equally 

near 
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near you of all the imprefsions of Religion, 
may have teftified fuch an indifferency, as 
hath occafioned Come to further Cuch inch-
nations, as they have mit-taken to be in you. 
This I ave feared,becaufe hertofore the in-
obedient Puritans, and now the over-obe-
dicnt Papifis attempt you. It hath hurt ve-
ry many, not in their conicience,nor ends, 
but in their reputation, and ways, that o-
thers have thought them fit to be wrought 
upon. As Come bodies are as wholefomly 
nouriflied as ours, with Akornes,and en-
dure nakedneffe, both which would be 
dangerous to us if we for them fhould leave 
our foimer habits, though theirs were the 
Primitive diet and cuflome : fo are many 
fouls well fed with fuch formes, and dref-
fings of Religion, as would difiemper and 
misbecome us, and make us corrupt to-
wards God, if any humane circurnflance 
moved it, and in the opinion of men, 
though none. You fhall feldome fee a 
Coyne, upon which the ftamp were re-
moved, though to imprint it better, but i.e 

0 3 	looks 

101 



102, 	 Letters to feverall 

looks awry and (quint. And fo , for the 
moil part, do mindes which have received 
divers impreffions. I will not, nor need to 
you,compare the Religions. The channels 
ofGods mercies run through both fields ;  
and they are filler teats or hisgraces,ytt both 
difeafed and infested, but not both alike. 
And I think, that as Copernicyt'ne in the Ma-
thematiques hall carried earth farther up, 
from the ftupid Center ;  and yet not ho-
noured it, nor advantaged it,becaufe for the 
neceffity of appearances , it hath carried 
heaven fo much higherfromit:fo theRomm 
profelsion feems to exhale, and refine our 
wills from earthly Drugs, and Lees, more 
then the Reformed, and fo feems to bring 
us nearer heaven ; but then that carries 
heaven farther from us, by making us pals 
Co many Courts, and Offices of Saints in 
this life

' 
 in all our petitions, and lying in a 

painfull prilon in the next, during the plea - 
fure, not of him to whom we go,and who 
mull be our Judge , but of them from 
whom we come, who know not our cafe: 

Sir, 
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Sir, as I laid !aft time, labour to keep your 
alacrity and dignity , in an even temper : 
for in a dark fadneffe, indifferent things 
teem abominable, or neceffary, being nei-
ther;  as trees, and fheep to melancholiciue 
night-walkers have unproper fhapes. And 
when you defcend to fatisfie all men in 
your own religion,or to excule others to al;  
you proflitute your felf and your under-
flanding, though not a prey, yet a mark, 
and a hope, and a fubjea, for every fophi-
fler in Religion to work on. For the other 
part of your Letter, (pent in the praife of 
the Counteffe, I am always very apt to be:, 
leeve it of her, and can never beleeve it fo 
well, and Co reafonably, as now, when it 
is averred by you ; but for the exprefsing 
it to her, in that fort as you feem to coun-
faile, I have thefe two realons to decline it. 
That that knowledge which fhe path of 
me,was in the beginning of a graver courfe,, 
then ofa Poet , into which ( that I may al. 
fo keep my dignity) I would not feem to,  
relapfe. The Spanifh proverb informes, 

me,. 

103 

1 



104. 	 Letters to reverall 

me, that he is a fool which cannot make 
one Sonnet, and he is mad which makes 
two. The other flronger reafon, is my in-
tegrity to the other Cgunteffe, of whole 
worthineffe though 1 fvvallovved your opi-
nion at firil upon your words, yea have 
had fince an explicit faith , and now a 
knowledge : and for her delight (fince she 
defcends to them) I had reserved not only 
all the verfes, which I fhould, make, but all 
the thoughts of womens worthineffe. But 
becaufe I hope she will not difdain, that I 
fhould write well of her Pi6ture, I have o-
beyed you thus far, as to write: but intreat 
'you by your friendfhip, that by this occafi-
on of verfifying, I be not traduced , nor 
eileemed light in that Tribe, and that houfe 
where I have lived. If thofe reafons which 
moved you to bid me write be not con-
flant in you gill, or ifyou meant not that I 
fhould write verfes ; or ifthefe verfes be too 
bad, or too good, over or under her under-
flanding, and not fit ;  I pray receive them, 
as a companion and fupplement of this 

Letter 
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Letter to you ; and as fuch a token as I ufe 
to fend, which Life, becaule I with rather 
they fhould Terve (except you with other-
wife)! fend no other ;  but after I have told 
you,that here at a Chrifining at Peckam,you 
are remembred by divers of ours, and 1 
commanded to tell you fo, I kiffe your 
hands, and fo feal to you my pure love, 
which I would not refute to do by any la-
bour or danger. 

Your very true friend and fervant 
J. Donne. 

To S G.M. 

IF you were here, you would not think 
me importune, if I bid you good mor-

row every day ; and fuch a patience will ex-
cufe my often' Letters. No other kinde of 
conveyance is better for knowledge, or 
love : What treafures of Morall knowledge 
are in Senecaes Letters to onely one Luci/ita 
and what of Natural! in Pli flies ? how much 
of the brie of the time, is in Cicerces Let- 

ters ? 
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ters ? And how all of thele times, in the 
'cruises Eaflern and We ern Epifiles 
where can we finde fo perfect a Character 
of Phalaris, as in his own Letters , which 
are almoil Co many writs of Execution ? Or 
of Bram, as in his privie Beals for monie ? 
The Evangiles and ACts, teach us what to 
belecve, but the Epiales of the Apoffles 
what to do. And thole who have enclevou-
red to dignifie Seneca above his worth,have 
no way fitter, then to imagine Letters be-
tween him and S. Paul. As they think alfo 
that they have expreffed an excellent perfon, 
in that Letter which they obtrude, from 
our B. Saviour to King Agabarys. The ha-
flans,. which are moil dircurfive, and think 
the world owes them all wit-dome, abound 
fo much in this kinde of exprefiing, that 

ilidontae faies, he bath leen, (as I re-
member) 4c o volumes of Italian Letters.. 
But it is the other capacity which mutt 
make mine acceptable, that they are alfo 
the bell conveyers of love. But, though 
all knciwledge be in thofe Authors already, 

yet, 
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yet, as force poifons, and fome medicines, 
hurt nor, nor profit, except the creature in 
which they refide, contribute their lively 
aaivitie,and vigor ;  fo,much of the know-
ledge buried in Books perifheth, and be-
comes ineffeduall, if it be not applied, and 
refrefhed by a companion, or friend.Much 
of their goodneffe,_ bath the fame period, 
which Tome Phyficians of Italy have ob-
ferved to be in the biting of their Tarentola, 
that it of es no longer, then the flue lives. 
For with how much defire we read the pa-
pers of any living now, (efpecially friends) 
which we would fcarce allow a boxe in 
our-cabinet, or fhelf in our Library, if they 
were dead ? And we do jutIly in it, for the 
writings and words of men prefent, we 
may examine, controll, and expoflulatc, 
and receive fatisfation from the authors ; 
but the other we mull beleeve,or difcredit ; 
they prefent no mean. Since then at this 
time, I am upon the flage, you may be con-
tent to hear me. And now that perchance I 
have brought you to it, (as Thom,(BacIser did 

P 2 	 the 
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the King) now I have nothing to lay. And 
it is well, for the Letter is already long e-
nough, elle let this probleme fupply, which 
was occalioned by ,you, of women wea-
ring Bones;  which, it feems, you were 
afraid women fhould read, becaure you 
avert them at the beginning, with a prote-
ftation of cleanline tie. Martiall found no 
way fitter to draw the Romane Matrons to 
read one of his Books, which he thinks 
moll morall and cleanly, then to counfell 
them by the firil Epigram to skip theBook, 
becaufe it was obfcene, But either you 
_write not at all for women, or for thole of 
fincerer palates. Though their unvvorthi-
neffe, and your own cafe be advocates for 
me with you, yet I muflr adde my entreaty, 
that you let goe no copy of my Problems, 
till I review them, If it be too late, at leafy 
be. able to tell me who hath them. 

Yours, 
J. Donne. 
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s,  H. G. 

I Send not my Letters as tribute, nor inte-
ref+, not recompenfe,nor for commerce, 

nor as teflimonials of my love, nor provo-
kers of yours, nor to juflifie my cuflorne of 
writing, nor for a vent and utterance of my 
meditations ; for my Letters are either a- 
bove or under. 	all fuch offices ; yet I write 
very affe&tonately, and I chide and accufe 
my Pelf of diminifhing that affection which 
fends them,. when I ask my felt why : one-
ly I am fire that I defire that you might 
have in your hands Letters of mine of 
kincies,as conveyances and deliverers of int 
to you, whether you accept me as a friend, 
or as a patient, or as a penitent, or as a 
beadfman , for I decline no jurifdi6tion, 
or refute any tenure. I would not open any 
doore upon you, but look in when you 
open it. Angels have not, nor affea not 
other knowledge of one another, then they 
lift to reveal to one another. It is then in 
this onely, that friends are Angels,that they, 

P 3 	are 
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are capable and fit for fuch revelations 
when they are offered. If at any time 1 
Teem to fludie you more inquifitively, it is 
for no other end but to know how to pre-
fent you to God in my prayers, and what 
to ask of him for you ;  for even that holy 
exercife may not be done inopportunely,no 
nor importunely. I finde little errour in 
that Grecians counfell, who faies, If thou 
ask any thing of God, offer no facrifice, nor 
ask elegantly, nor vehemently, but remem-
ber that thou wouldefi not give to fuch an 
asker : Nor in his other Countriman,who 
Affirms facrifice of blood to be fo unpro-
poltionable to God, that perfumes, though 
much more fpirituall, are too groffe. Yea 
words which are our fubtilleit and delica-
tell outward creatures, being compared of 
thoughts and breath', are fo muddle, fo 
thick, that our thoughts themfelves are fo, 
becaufe (except at the &ft riling) they are 
ever leavened with pail-ions and affeaions 
And that advantage of nearer familiarity 
with God, which the ad of incarnation 

gave 

1 
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gave us, is grounded upon Gods affu- 
ming us, not our going to him. And, our 
accefle" s to his pretence are but his defcents 
into us 3  and when we get any thing by 
prayer, he gave us before- hand the thing 
and the petition. For, I fcarce think any 
ineff:auall prayer free from both fin, and 
the punifhment of fin : yet as God fepofed 
a feventh of our time for his exterior wor-
fhip, and as his Chriftian Church early 
prefented him a type of the whole year in a 
Lent, and after impoled the obligation of 
canonique hours,conflituting thereby mo-
rall Sabbaths every day ; I am farre from 
dehorting thole fixed devotions : But d 
had rather it were beftowed upon thankf-
giving then petition,upon Fade then pray-
er ;  not that God is endeared by that, or 
wearied by this ; all is one in the receiver, 
but not in the fender : and thanks doth 
both offices ;  for, nothing doth fo inno-
cently provoke new graces, as gratitude. I 
would alio rather make fhort prayers then 
extend 'them, though God can neither be 

fur- 
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furprifed, nor befieged : for, long prayers 
have more of the man, as ambition of elo-
quence, and a complacencie in the work, 
and more of the Devil by often dillraai-
ons : for, after in the beginning we have 
well intreated God to hearken, we fpeak no 
more to him. Even this Letter is Tome ex-
ample of fuch infirmitie, which being in-
tended for a Letter, is extended and flrayed 
into a Homilie. And whatfoever is not 
what it was purpofed, is worfe, therefore 
it (hall at lafl end like a Letter by alluring 
you I am 

To your felfe. 

SIR, 

3  Ir Germander Pod,your noble friend and 
fellow in Armes , bath been at this 

houfe. I finde by their diligent inquiring 
from me, that he hash allured them that he 
bath much advanced your proceeding, by 
his refignation ; but cooled them again 
with this , that the L. Spencer pretends in 

his 
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his room. I never feared his, nor any mans, 
diligence in that ;  I feared onely your re-
rnifneffe , becatife you have a fortune that 
can endure, and a nature that can aim oft 
be content to miffe. But I had rather you 
exercifed your Philotophy and evenneffe in 
Tome things elle. He dot h not nothing 
which falls cleanly and harmelefly ; but he 
wraftles better which Bands. I know you 
can eafily forgive your felf any negligences 
and flackneffes, but I am glad that you are 
ingaged to to many friends, who either by 
your felt, or fame have knowledge of it, 
In all the refl of them there is a worthineffe, 
and in me a love which deferves to be ir" 
tisfied, In this therefore,as you are forward 
in all things elle, be content to do more for 
your friends then you would for your felt;  
cndevour it,that is of e& it. 

7 ttefday Your very true friend and lover 

J. Donne. 

To 
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To Sir H. G. 

  

  

SIR, 

1  N the Hiflory or flyle of friendfhip, 
which is bell written both in deeds and 

words,a Letter which is of a mixed nature, 
and hash fomething of both, is a mixed Pa-
renthefis : It may be left our, yet it contri-
butes, though not to the being, yet to the 
verdure, and frefhneffe thereof. Letters 
have truly the fame office, as oaths. As there 
amongft light and empty men, are but fil-
lings, and paufes, and interjeaions ; but 
with weightier, they are fad atteflations:So 
"ale Letters to Tome complement, and obli- 
gation to others. For mine, as I never au-
thorized my fervant to lie in my behalfe, 
( for if it were officious in him, it might be 
worfe in me) fo I allow my Letters much 
leffe that civill difhonefly,both becaufe they,  
go from me more confiderately, and be-
caufe they are permanenr;for in them I may 
(peak to you in your chamber a year hence 
before I know not whom,and not hear my 

felf. 
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felt. They (hall therefore ever keep the fin-
cerity and intemerateneire of the fouurain, 
whence they are derived. And as wherefo-
ever there leaves fall,the root is in my heart, 
fo {hall they, as that lucks good affeaions 
towards you there,have ever true impreffi-
ons thereof. Thus much information is 
in very leaves, that they can tell what the 
tree is, and thefe can tell you I am a friend, 
and an honed man. Of what generall ufe„ 
the fruit fhould fpeake, and I have none 
and of what particular profit to you, ycur 
application and experimenting fhould tell 
you, and you can make none of fuch a no- • 
thing ; yet even of barren Sycamores, rii—dh—
as I, there were ule, ifeit her any light flafh-
ings, or Ccorching vehemencies, or fudden 
fhowres made you need fo fhadowy an 
example or remembrancer. But ( Sir) your 
fortune and minde do you this happy in-
jury, that they make all kinde of fruits ure-
leffe unto you ; Therefore I have placed 
my love wifely where I need communicate 
nothing. All this, though perchance you 

Q 	read 
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read it not till Michaelmas, was told you at 
Micharn, I 5. Augufl. 1607. 

TO my most rvorthy friend Sir Henry Goodere. 

D Ecaufe evenneffe conduces as much to 
flrength and firmneffe as greatnefre 

doth, I would not discontinue my courle 
of writing. It is a facrifice, which though 
friends need not , friendfhip doth;  which 
hash in it fo much divinity, that as we mull 
be ever equally difpofed inwardly fo to 
doe or fuller for it, fo we mull fepofe fume 
a-Fain times for the outward fervice there-
of, though it be but formall and teftimoni-
althat time to me towards you is Tuefday, 
and my Temple, the Rofe in Smith-field. 
If I were by your appointment your Refe-
rendarie for news, I should write but Ilion 
Letters, because the times are barren. The 
low Countries, which ufed to be the Mart 
of news for this feafon, fuffering alto, or ra-
ther enjoying a vacation. Since therefore I 

am 
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am but mine own Secretary (and what's 
that?) a were excusable if I writ nothing, 
fince I am fo : Befides that, your much 
knowledge brings you this difadvantage, 
that as flomachs accuflomed to delicacies, 
finde nothing new or pleating to 
them when they are Fick ; fo you can hear 
nothing from me ( though the Countrey 
perchance make you hungry) which you 
know not Therefore in Bead of a Letter to 
you,! fend you one to another , to the bell 
Lady, who did me the honour to acknow-
ledge the receit of one of mine, by one of 
hers ; and who only hath power to call 
the fetters of verse upon my free medita:ci 
ons : It fhould give you fome delight, and 
fome comfort , becaufe you are the fiat 
which fee it, and it is the lafl which you 
fhall fee of this kinde from me. 

Micham the 	Your very affettionate lover and fervant 

14 Aug°. 	 J. Donne; 
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To Sir I. H. 

S I R, 

I Would not omit this, not Commodity, 
but Advantage of writing to you. This 

emptinelfe in London, dignifies any Letter 
from hence, as in the feafons, earlinefle and 
lateneffe, makes the fowreneffe, and after 
the fvveetnelie of fruits acceptable and gra-
cious. We often excufe and advance mean 
Authors, by the age in which they lived, 
fo will your love do this Letter ; and you 
will tell your Pelf, that if he which writ it 
knew wherein he might expreffe his afFeai-
Wii;Or any thing which might have made 
his Letter welcornmer,he would have done 
it. As it is, you may accept it fo, as we do 
many China manufadures , of which 
when we know no ufe, yet we fatisfie our 
curiofity in confidering them, becaufe we 
knew not how, nor of what matter they 
were made. Near great woods and quar-
ries it is no wonder to fee faire houCes, 
but in Holland which wants both, it is. 

So 
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So were it for me who am as farre removed 
from Court,and knowledge of fore in pail 
(ages, as this City is now from the face and 
furniture of a City,to build up a long Letter 
and to write of my felf, were but to inclofe 
a poor handfull of ftraw for a token in a 
Letter:yet I will tell you, that I am at London 
onely to provide for Monday , when I 
(hall Lire that favour which my Lady Bed-
ford bath afforded me, of giving her name 
to my daughter;  which I mention to you, 
as well to thew that I covet any occauion of 
a gratefull fpeaking of her favours, as that, 
becaufe 1 have thought the day is likely to 
bring you to London, I might tell you,-that 
my poor houfe is in your way and you 
fhail there finde fuch company, as (I think) 
you will not be loth to accompany CO 

London.. 

6 Aug. I 603. To  ,r very true friend 

j. Donne. 
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To sir H. Wootton. 

SIR, 

THat which is at firft but a vifitation, 
and a civil) office, comesquickly to 

bea haunting, and an uncivill importunity: 
my often writing might be fubjea to fuch 
a mifinterpretation, if it were not to you, 
who as you know that the affection which 
fuggefis and dilates them, is ever one, and 
continual) , and uninterrupted ; may be 
pleafed to think my Letters fo too, and that 
all the pieces make but one long Letter,and 
fo I know you would not grudge to read 
-any intire book of mine, at that pace, as 
you do my Letters, which a leafe a week: 
eipecially fuch Letters as mine, which (per-
chance out ofthe dulneffe of the place) are 
fo empty of any relations, as that they op-
preffe not your meditations, nor difcourfe, 
nor memory. You know that for aire we 
are fure we apprehend and enjoy it, but 
when this aire is ratified into fire,we begin 
to difpute whether it be an element, or no: 

fo 
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fo when Letters have a convenient hand-
fome body of news, they are Letters ; but 
when they are fpun out of nothing, they are 
nothing, or but apparitions , and ghofts, 
with fuch hollow founds, as he that hears 
them, knows not what they fail. You ( I 
think) and I am much of one lea in the 
Philofophy of love ; which though it be 
direted upon the minde,doth inhere in the 
body, and find piety entertainment there:fo 
have Letters for their principal) office, to be 
feals and teflimonies of mutual' affdtion, 
but the material's and fuell of them fhould 
be a confident and mutuall communicating 
of thole things which we know. How 
chain then who know nothing write Let-
ters? Sir, I learn knowledge enough out of 
yours to me. I learn that there is truth 
and firmneffe and an earneflnefs of doing 
good alive in the world;and therefore,fince 
there is fo good company in it, I have not, 
fo much defire to go out of it, as I had, if 
my fortune would afford me any room in 
it. You know I have been no coward, nor 

R 	 un- 

tl 
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uninduftrious in attempting that ; nor 
will I give it over yet. If at laf} , I muff 
confcUe , that I dyed ten years ago , 
yet as the Primitive Church admitted 
Come of the Jews Ceremonies,not for perpe- 
tuall 	buc bccaule they would bury the 
Synagogue honourably, though I dyed at a 
blow then when my courfes were diverted, 
yet it wilpleafe me a little to have had along 
funeral), and to have kept my Pelf fo long a-
bove ground without putretaaion.But this 
is melancholique difcourfe;  To change 
therefore from this Metaphorical! death to 
the true, and that with a li. ctle more relifh 
of mirth, let me tell you the good nature of 
the executioner of Pari,s: who when Vrtan 
was beheaded, ( who dying in the protec-
tion of the Religion , had made his peace 
with God in the prilon,and Co laid nothing 
at the place of execution) (wore he had ra-
ther execute forty Huguenots, then one 
Catholique, becaule the Huguenot uled 
fo few words, and troubled him fo little, 
in refped of the dilatory ceremonies of the 

others 
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others, in dying. Cotton the great Court le-
fuite hath fo importuned the Z_to give 
fome modifications to the late interlocuto-
ry arreft againfl the Jefitits that in his pre-
fence,the C.SoyOns ,who had been ptefent in 
the Court at the time of the arreft, and Sep -
vinthe Kings Advocate, who urged it, 
and the Premier prefident, were lent for : 
They came fo well provided with their 
books, out of which they affigned to the Q.L.  
fo many, fo evident places of feditious 
doctrine, that the ac  was well fatisfied, 
that it was fit by all means to provide a-
gainft the teaching of the like doctrine in 
France. The D. of Elpernon is come to Para , 
with ( they fay) boo horfe in his train;  all 
which company, came with him into the 
Court : which is an infolency remarkable 
here.They fay that fcarce any of the Princes 
appear in the flreets , but with very great 
trains.No one enemy could waft the trea-
cures of France fo much, as fo many friends 
do : for the 9dares fcarce deny any, that fo 
the may have the better leave to make lac 

R. 2 	 to 
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to advance her Marquis of Ancre, of whole 
greatneffe , for matter of command, or 
danger , they have no great fear, he being 
no very capable nor flirting man : and 
then for his drawing of great benefits from 
the Q....they make that ufe of it, that their 
fuits paffe with leffe oppofition. I beleeve 
the treafure is fcattered, becaufe I fee the 
future receipt charged with fo very many 
and great penfions. The Q,_hath adventu-
red a little to flop this rage of the Princes 
importunity, by denying a late fuit of Soif-
fons : which though the other Princes 
grudge not that SoiffOn fhould faile, for he 
bath drawn infinite fums already, yet they 
relent it fomewhat tenderly, that any -of 
them fhould be denyed, when the Marquis 
obtains. That which was much obferved 
in the Kings more childifh age, when I 
was lafl here , by thole whom his father 
appointed to judge, by an afliduous obfer-
vation, his naturall inclination,is more and 
more confirmed, that his inclinations are 
cruell, and tyrannous; and when he is any 

way 
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way affeded , his Hammering is Co ex-
treme, as he can utter nothing. They can-
not draw him to look upon a fon of the 
Marquis,whom they have put into his fer-
vice. And he was fo extremely affe6tionate 
towards the younger fon of Beaufort ,that 
they have removed him to a charge which 
he hath,as he is made Prieur of Malta ; but 
yet there paffe fuch Letters between them , 
by ilealth and pra6life, as ( though it be be-
tween children) it is become a matter of 
State, and much diligence tiled to prevent 
the Letters.Fbr the young Marquis of Ver- 

, the K. (peaks often of tranfplan-
ting him into the Church, and once this 
Chrif}mas delighted himfelf to fee his 
young brother in a Cardinalls habit. Sir, 
it is time to take up, for I know, that any 
thing, from this place, as Coon as it is cer-
tain, is Bale. I have been a great while 
more mannerly towards my Lady Bedford, 
then to trouble her with any of mine own 
verfes,but having found thefe French ver-
fes accompanied with a great deal of repu- 

R 3 	tation 
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ration here, I could, not forbear to aske her 
leave to fend them: I writ to you by M. 
Poly the i 7 of Jan. here,and he carried that 
Letter to Paris , to gather news, like a fnow-
ball. He told me that Tindai is gone to Con-
f !anti nople with Comm ifsion to remove and 
facceed Glover : I am afraid you have neg-
lec-ted that bufineffe. Continue me in M. 
Martins good opinion : I know I (hail ne-
ver fall from it,by any demerit of mine,and 
1 know I need not fear it, out of any flack-
neffe or 11 ipperineffe in him, but much bu- 
finetfe may ftrangle me in him. When it 

not trouble you to write to me, I pray 
do me the favour to tell me, how many you 
have received from me, for I have now 
much juft reafon to imagine, that fome of 
my Pacquets have had more honour then 
I milled them : which is to be delivered 
into the hands of greater perfonages, then I 
addreffed them unto. Hold me flill in your 
own love, and proceed in that noble tefli- 
mony of it, of which your Letter by M. 
Ivory (poke, ( which is the only Letter that 



To the Honorable Knight Sir H, Goodere. 

SIR, 
I F 1 would go out of my way for excufes,. 
A or if I did notgo out of my way from 
them ; 1 might avoid writing now becataCe 
!cannot chute but know, that you have in 
this town abler fervants, and better under-
flanding the perfons and paffages of this 
Court. But my hope is not in the applica-
tion of other mens merits, to me however 
abundant. Betides, the town hash (ince our 
comming hither, afforded enough for all. 
to fay. That which was done here the 2 5 

of Maid), and which was fo long called a. 
pub. 
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I have received, fince I came away) and 
beleeve me that I (hall ever with much al-
fe6lion, and much devotion 'joine both 
your fortune and your 	belt happinelfe, 
with the defire of mine own in all my ci-
vil( , and divine wifhes , as the only retri-
bution in the power of 

Your affeaionate fervant 
Jo. Donne. 
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publication of the marriages , was no o-
therwile publique then that the Spa.Ambaf-
fador, having that day an audience delive-
red to the Queen that his Maher was well 
pleafed with all thole particulars which had 
been formerly treated. And the French Am-
baflador in Spain is laid to have had in-
firuion, to do the fame office in that 
Court , the fame day. Since that, that is to 
fay, dick 4 laa days, it hach been folemni-
zed with more outward bravery then this 
Court is remembred to have appeared in. 
The main bravery was the number of 
honks which were above 800 Caparazond. 
Before the daies, the town was full of the 
5 Challengers cartells, full of Rodomonta-
des : but in the execution, there were no 
perfonall reencounters, nor other trial' of 
any ability, then running at the QL.iintain, 
and the Ring.Other particulars of this, you 
cannot chufe but hear too much,fince at this 
time there cometoyoulo manyFrench men. 
But lea you should beleeve too much , I 
prelentyou thcfe z precautions,that for their 

Gcu- 
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Gendarmery, there was no other trial then 
told you ; & for their bravery,no true fluffe. 
You mun of neceffity have heard often 
ofa Book written againa the Popes jurif:-
did ion, about three moneths (ince, by one 
t!cber ,aDr and Syndique oFthe Sorbonins, 
which Book hath now been cenfured by 
an affembly of the Clergie of this Archbi-
flioprick, promoved with fo much dili-
gence by the Cardinall Peroun, that for this 
bufineffe he hath intermitted his replie to 
the Kings anfwer, which now he retires to 
intend ferioufly : I have not yet had the ho-
nour to kiffe his Graces hand, though I 
have received fome half-invitations to do 
it. licher was fiat accufed to the Parlia-
ment, but when it was there required of 
his delators to infin upon fome propofiti-
ons in his Book, which were either againft 
Scripture, or the Gallican Church, they de-
filled in that purfuit. But in the cenfure 
which the Clergie bath made, though it be 
fill of modifications and refervations of 
the rights of the King, and the Gallican 

S 	Chur- 
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Churches, there is this iniquitie, that being 
to be publifhed by commandement ache 
&limbly, in all the Churches of Paris, 
which is within that Diocefe, and almoft 
241 the Curates of the Parifhes of Paris be-
ing Sorbonifts , there is by.  this means a 
flrong party of the Sorbon 	themfelves 
railed againfl Richer ;  yet againft this cen-
fiire, and againft three or four which have 
oppoled richer in print, he meditates an an-
fwer. Before it should come forth I defired 
to (peak with him, for I had laid to fome 
of the Sorbonifl of his party, that there was 
no propofition in his Book,which I could 
not Chew in Catholique authors of 3 co 
years : I had from him an affignation to 
meet, and at the hour he fent me his excufe, 
which was, that he had been traduced to 
have had conference with the AmbafTadors 
of England, and the States, and with the a 
of Bo-ram, and that he had accepted a pen-
fion of the King of England ; and withal', 
that it had been very well teftified to him 
that day, that the Jefuits had offered to cor- 

rupt 
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rupt men with rewards told' him. Which 
I doubt not but he apprehended for true, 
becaure a meffenger whom I rent to fixe 
another time of meeting with him, found 
him in an extreme trembling, and irreCo-
lutions : fo that I had no more, but an in-
treaty to forbear comming to his houle, or 
drawing him out of it, till it might be 
without danger or obfervation. They of 
the Religion held a Synod at this time in 
this Town, in which the principall, bufi-
neffe is to retifie, or at leaf{  to mature, 
againft their Provinciall Synod, which 
shall be held in May, certain opinions of 
lenu4 a Divine of Sedan, with which the 
Churches of France are fcandalized. The 
chief point is, Whether our falvation be to 
be attributed to the paffive merit of Chrift, 
which is his death, or to his active alto, 
which is his fulfilling of the Law. But I 
doubt not but that will be well compored, 
if news who is here in perfon with two 
other affillants, bring any difpofition to 
submit himrelf to the Synod, and not onely 

S 2 	to 
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to difpute. 1 doe (1 thank God) naturally 
and heartily abhorre all fchifrn in Religion 
fo much, as, 1 proteil, I am lorry to finde 
this appearance of Ichifm arnongft our ad-
verfaries the Sorboniffs ; for I had rather 
they had held together,to have made a head 
againfl the ufiirpations of the Ro. Church, 
then that their difunitingfhould lo enfeeble 
them, as that the Parliament fhould be left 
alone to [land againfit thole tyrannies. Sir, 
you will pardon my extravagancies in thefe 
relations. I look upon nothing Co intentive-
ly as there things, nor fals there any thing 
within my knowledge, which I would 
conceal from you Though it concern not 
you to know it, yet me thinks it concerns 
me to tell it. 'That Cook of which you writ 
to me,is come hither, and path brought me 
other Letters, but not thole of which you 
writ tome, which pacquet, he laic's, you 
received again of him;  whether by his fall--
hood, or by your diligence in feeking a 
worthier meffenger, 1 know not;  but 1 am 
iiire 1 never loft any thing with more for,- 

row,. 
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row,becaufe I am thereby left fill in uncer- 
tainties, and irrefolucions, of that which 
defile much to know in womens bufinef-
fes. If you write this way any more, chafe 
no other means, then .by Mr Bruer at the 
Queens Arms a Mercer in Cheapfide : he 
(hall al waies know where we are, and we 
are yet in a purpore to go from hence with-
in a fortnight, and difpofe our Pelves to be 
at Frankfoid the 2 5 of May, when the eleti-
on of the Emperor than be there. Though 
I be meerly pafsive in all this pilgrimage, 
yet I (hall be willing to_ a4vance that de-
fign ; becaure upon my prornire 'tliat 
would doe fo, Sir R (i12.cloth gave me his, 
that he would divert from his way to Italy 
fo-much, as to be there then. When I carne 
to this Town I found Mr Afatthew, diligent 
to finde a means to write to you ;  fo that at 
this time, when there go fo many, I cannot 
doubt but he provides himlelf, therefore I 
did not ask his commandement, nor offer 
him the fervice of this Pacquec. • Sir, you 
are not evener to your felf, in your molt 

S 3 	gene- 
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generall wifhes of your own good, then I 
am in my particular, of which none riles 
in me, that is not bent upon your enjoying 
of peace and repoledneffe in your fortunes, 
in your affe&ions, and in your confcience ; 
more then which I know not how to 
wifh to 

Paris the 9 Apr. 
1612. here. 

Your very affeRionate fervant and 
lover 	J. Donne. 

To Sir H. Wotton. 

Octob. the 4thI622. dime ad midnight. 

S 
A L L our moralities are but our out-

works,ourChriflianity is our Citadel;  
a man who confiders duty but the dignity 
of his being a man; is not eafily beat from 
his outworks, but from his Chriftianity 
never ;  and therefore I dare trull you, who 
contemplates them both. Every diflem-
per of the body now, is complicated with 
the fpleen, and when we were young men 

we 
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we fcarce ever heard of the fpleen. In our 
declinations now, every accident is accom-
panied with heavy clouds of melancholy ; 
and in our youth we never admitted any. It 
is the fpleen of the minde, and we are affe-
aed with vapors from thence;  yet truly, 
even this fadneffe that overtakes us, and this 
yeelding to the fadneffe, is not fo vehement 
a poifon (though it be no Phyfick neither) 
as thole falfe waies, in which we fought 
our comforts in our loofer daies. You are 
able to make rules to your fell, and our 
B, Saviour continue to you an ability to 
keep within thole rules, And this particu-
lar occafton of your prefent fadneffe mull 
be helped by the rule, for, for examples you 
will fcarce finde any, fcarce any that is not 
encombred and difireffed in his fortunes. 
I had locked my fell, fealed and fecured my 
felfagainfl all pofsibilities of falling into 
new debts, and in good faith, this year hash 
thrown me 400' lower then when I entred 
this houle. I am a Father as well as you, 
and of children (I humbly thank God) of 

as 
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as good difpofitions ; and in laying fo, I - 
make account that I have taken my corn-
parilon as high as I could goe ; for in good 
faith, 1 beleeve yours to be fo : but as thole-
my daughters (who are capable of filch 
confiderations) cannot but fee my defire 
to accommodate them in this world, fo I 
think they will not murmure if heaven 
mull be their Nunnery, and they affociated 
to the B. virgins there : 1 know they would 
be content to paffe their lives in a Prilon, 
rather then I fhould macerate my pelf for 
them, much More to fuller the mediocrity 
of my houle, and my means, though that 
cannot preferre them : yours are fuck too, 
and it need not that patience, for your for-
tune doth not fo farre exercife their pati-
ence. But to leave all in Gods hands, 
from whole hands nothing can be wrung 
by whining but by praying, nor by pray-
ing without the Fiat wluntas tua. Sir, you 
are uled to my hand, and, I think have lei-
lure to fpend fome time in picking out 
fenle, in ragges ; elle I had written leffe,and 

in 
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in longer time. Here is room for an Amen;  
the prayer ---- fo I am going to my 
bedfide to make for all you and all yours, 
with 

Your true friend and fervant in C hr. 7efut 
J. Donne. 

A. V. Merced. 

S I R, 

I Write not to you out of my poor Libra-
ry, where to call mine eye upon good 

Authors kindles or refrefhes fometimes 
meditations not unfit to communicate to 

6t 

	

	near friends ; nor from the high way, 
where I am contra6ted, and invertedinto 
my fell;  which are my two ordinary for. 
ges of Letters to you. But I write from the 
fire fide in my Parler, and in the noire of 

g 	three gameCome children ; and by the fide 
of her, whom becaufe I have tranfplanted 

u 	into a wretched fortune, I mull labour to 
diCguife that from her by all fuch honefi 

it 	devices, as giving her my conipany,and 
d 	dircourfe, therefore I (teal from her, all the 

time 
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time which I give this Letter,and itis there-
fore that I take Co fhort a lift, and gallop Co 
fat+ over it,I have not been out of my houle 
fince I received your pacquet. As I have 
much quenched my fenfes, and difufed my 
body from pleafure, and Co tried how I can 
indure to be mine own grave, Co I try now 
how I can fifer a prifon. And fince it 
is but to build one wall more about our 
foul, the is Rill in her own Center, how 
many circumferences Coever fortune or our 
own perverineffecart about her. I would 
I could as well intreat her to go ow,as the 
knows whither to go. But if I melt into a 
melancholy while[} I write, I (hall be taken 
in the manner : and I fit by one MO, ten-
der towards thefe imprefsions, and it is Co 
much our duty, to avoid all occafions of 
giving them fad apprehentions, as S. Hie-
rome accuies Adam of no other fault in eating 
the Apple, but that he did it Ne contriliaietui. 
delicias luas. I am not carefull what I write, 
becaufe the inclofed Letters may dignifie 
this ill favoured bark, and they need not 

grudge. 
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grudge fo courfe a countenance , becaufe 
they are now to accompany thernfelves,my 
man fetched them, and therefore I can fay 
no more of them then themielves fay, Mr" 
Meauly intreated me by her Letter to haflen 
hers ; as I think, for by my troth I cannot 
read it. My Lady was dilpatching in fo 
much hafte for Tivicknam , as the gave no 
word to a Letter which I fent with yours;  
of Sir 77;o. Bartlet, I can fay nothing, nor 
of the plague, though your Letter bid me : 
but that he diminifhes, the other increafes, 
but in what proportion I am not clear. To 
them at Hammerfmitb, and Mr's  Herbert I 
will do your command. If I have been 
good in hope, or can promile any little of-
fices in the future probably , it is comfor-
table,for Tam the worn prefent man in the 
world;yet the inflant,though it be nothing, 
joynes times together, and therefore this 
unprofitablenefs, (ince I have been,and will 
fill indevour to be fo, fhall not interrupt 
me now from being 

Tanr fervant and lover J. Donne. 
ge 	 T 2 	 To 
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To the bell Knight Sir H. Wootton. 

SIR, 

V V Hen I law your good Counte[1 
fhe let me think that her 

meftage by her foot-man would haflen you 
lip. And it furthered that opinion in 
rne, when I knew how near M. Mathews 
day of departing this kingdome was. To 
counterpoyfe both there , I have a little 
Letter from you brought to me to Micham 
yefferday, but left at my lodging two days.  
fooner : and becaufe that (peaks nothing 
of your return, I am content to be perplex-
ed in it : and as in all other , fo in this 
perplexity to do that which is fafeft. 
To me it is fafeit to write, becaufe it per-
formes a duty, and leaves my confcience 
well : and though it feem not Elea for the 
Letter, which may perifh, yet I remember, 
that in the Crociate for the warres in the 
Holy Land, and fo in all Pilgrimages enter-
prifed in devotion, he which dies in the 
way,enjoyes all the benefit and indulgences 

which.  
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which the end did afford. Howfoever, all 
that cart encreafc the danger of' your Let. 
ter, encreafe my merit;  for, as where they 
immolate men, it is a a (canter devotion, 
to facrifice one of many (laves or of many 
children, or an onely child, then to beget 
and bring up one purpofely to fac.rifice ir, 
fo _di ordain this Letter purpofely for de-
flration , it is the largeft expreiTing of 
that kinde ofpiety,and I am eafie to beleeve 
(becaufe I with it) your haft hither: Not 
that I can fear any flackneffe in that bu liners 
which drew you down, becaufe your for-
tune and honour are a paire of good fpurs 
to it but here alfo you have both true 
bufineffe and many Qtafi negotia, which 
go two and two to a bufineffe ; which are 
vifitations, and fuch, as though they be not 
full bufineffes, yet are fo near them that they 
ferve as for excufes, in omilsions of the o-
ther. As when abjurations was in ufe in 
this land, the State and law was fatisfied if 
the abjuror came to the lea fide, and waded 
into the fea, when windes and tydes re- 

T 3 	 fiffech 
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filled, fo we think our Celves juftly excufa-
ble to our friends and our felves, if when 
we fhould do bufineffe, we come to the' 
place of bufine lie, as Courts and the houfes 
of great Princes and officers. I do not fo 
much intimate your infirmity in this, as 
frankly confeffe mine own. The mailer of 
Latine language lays, Oath (7 aures aliorum to 
jpeculantur 	criflocliunt.So thole two words 
are fynonimous,& only the obfervation of 
others upon me, is my prefervation from 
extream idlenefle, elle I profeffe, that I hate 
bufineffe Co much, as I am fometimes glad 
to remember, that the Roman Church reads 
that verle A negotzo perambulante in tenebris, 
which we reade from the pellilence wal-
king by night, fo equal' to me do the 
plague and bufineffe deferve avoiding, but 
you will neither beleeve that I abhor bufi-
neffe, if I inlarge this Letter, nor that I 
would afford you that cafe which I affea, 
Therefore returne to your plealures. 

Your unprofitableft friend 
March 14. 1607. 	 Jo. Donne. 

.11 
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It is my third Letter : which I tell ffiti, 
becaufe I found not Mr. Rogers, but left 
the Letter which I fent laji, with a firan-
ger at Cliffords Inne. 

70 Sir H. G. 
SIR, 

THis i 4 of November laft I received 
yours of the 9,as I was in the ftreet 

going to fup with my Lady .13edfoid,I found 
all that company forepoffeffed with a won-
der why you came not laft faturday. per-
ceive, that as your intermitting your Let-
ters to me, gave me reafon to hope for you, 
fo Come more direa addreffe or conicience-
ofyour bulineffe here, had imprinted in, 
them an affurance of your comming, this 
Letter (hall but talke, not dircourfe ; it 
(hall but gofsip, not confider, nor confulr, 
fo it is made halfe with a prejudice ofbe-
ing loft by the way. The King is gone 
this day for Xoffion: and bath left with the' 
queen  a commandment to meditate upon 

a.  
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a Mafque for Chriftmas, to that they grow 
ferious about that already;  that will haften 
my Lady Bedfo-als journey, who goes with-
in ten days from hence to her Lord, but by 
real-on of this, can make no long flay there. 
Juflinian the Venetian is gone hence, and 
one Carraw come in his place: chat State 
hath taken a frefh offence at a Friar, who 
refuted to abfolve a Gentleman, becaufe he 
would not expreffe in confersion what 
books of Father Paul, and fuch, he knew to 
be in the hands ofany others;  the State com-
manded him out of that territory in three 
hours warning, and he hath now fubmit-
ted himfelf, and is returned as prifoner for 
Mantua, and fo remains as yet. Sir H. 
Wootton who writ hither, addes alfo that 
upon his knowledge there are t 4000 as 
good Proteflants as he in that State. The 
Duke joyeufe is dead, in Primont, returning 
from some, where M. Mole who went with 
the L. Zofie, is taken into the Inquifition, 
and I fee finall hope of his recovery ( for he 
had in forne tranflations of Pleilis books 

talked 
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talked of Babylon and Antichrift. Except it 
fall out that one Strange a jefuit in the 
Tower, may be accepted for him.To come 
a little nearer my felt, Sir Gefle-ry Fenton one 
of his Majefties Secretaries in Ireland is 
dead ; and I have made tome offer for the 
place, in prefervxion whereof, as I have 
had occaflon to imploy all my friends, fo I 
have not found in them all (except Bedford) 
more hall and words ( for when thole two 
are together, there is much comfort even in 
the leaft ) then in the L. Hay. In good 
faith he promiled fo roundly, fo abundant-
ly, Co profufely, as I fulpeaed him, but per-
formed what ever he undertook, (a•nd my 
requefts were the meafures of his under-
takings) fo readily and truly, that his com-
plements became obligations, and having 
(poke like a Courtier, did like a friend. 
This I tell you, becaufe being farre under 
any ability of exprefling my thankfulneffe 
to him by any proportionall fervice, I do, 
as much as I can , thank him by thanking 
of you,who begot, or 'ridded thefe good 

V 	 im- 
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imprefsions of me in him. Sir, as my dif-
cretion would do, my fortune doth bring 
all my debts into one hand, for I owe you 
what ever Court friends do for me, yea, 
whatroever 1 do for my felf, becaufe you al-
mot} importune me, to awake and flare the 
Court in the face. I know not yet what 
conjedure to make of the event. But I am 
content to go forward a little more in the 
madneffe of musing rather then not pre-
tend;  and rather wear out, then tuft. It is 
extreme late ; and as this Letter is nothing, 
fo if ever it come to you, you will know it 
without a name, and therefore I may end 
it here. 

To the Honourable Knight Sir H. Goodere, 

SIR, 

ffiHough you eicape my lifting up of 
I your latch by removing, you cannot 

my Letters;yet of this Letter I do not much 
accufe my fell, for I Terve your Command-
ment in it, for it is only to convey to you 

this 
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this paper oppoled to thole, with which 
you truftcd me.ft is (I cannot fay the waigh-
cyea , but truly ) the laddea lucubration 
and nights paffage that ever I had. For it 
exercifed thole hours, which,with extreme 
danger of her, whom I fhould hardly have 
abaained from recompenfing for her 
company in this world, with accompany-
ing her out of it, encreaCed my poor family 
with a fon. Though her anguifh, and my 
fears, and hopes, teem divers and wild di-
firaCtions from this lmall bufinelle of 
your papers, yet becaufe they all narrowed 
themfelves, and met in Via regia, which is 
the confideration of our (elves, and God, 
I thought it time not unfit for this difpatch. 
Thus much more then needed I have told 
you, whilefl•: my fire was lighting atTri-
combs io a clock. 

Tours ever intirely 

J. Donne. 

V z 	 To 
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o the Honourable Knight H. G. 

SIR, 

yOur Son left here a Letter for me, 
from you. But I neither difscern by it 

that you have received any of mine lately ; 
which have been many, and large, and too 
confident to be loci, elpecially since, ( as I 
remember) they always conveyed others 
to that good Lady ; neither do I know 
where to finde, by any diligence, your Ions 
lodging. But I hope he will apprehend that 
impoffibility in me, and Etude me here, 
where he fhall alio finde as much readi-
neile to terve him, as at Polepwrtb. This 
Letter of yours makes me perceive , that 
that Lady hash expreffed her purpote to 
you in particular, for the next term. Accor-
dingly, I make my promifes: for !ince one 
that meant but co flatter, told an Emperour, 
that his benefits were to be reckoned from 
the day of the promile, becaufe he never 
failed , it were an injury from me to the 
conflancy of that noble Lady, if I should 

not, 
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nor, affoon as flie promifes, do forne ad 
of aflurance of the performance;  which I 
have done, as 1 fay, in fixing times to my 
creditors;  for by the end of next terme, I 
will make an end with the world, by Gods 
grace. I lack you here, for my L. of Dorfei, 
he might make a cheap bargain with me 
now, and difingage his honour, which in 
good faith, is a little bound , becaufe he ad - 
in itted fo many witneffes of his large dif-
pofition towards me. They are preparing 
for a !vlaique of Gentlemen : in which M. 
Viltas is, and M. Icarre, whom I told you 
before my L. Chamberlain had brought 
into the bed-chamber. I pray, i F you make 
not fo thick goings as you flied, rend this 
Letter to that good woman, for it is not 
only mine. If i could flay this Letter an 
hour, I fhould fend you fornething of Sa-
voy, for Sir Ton. q:c.1), who is now come 
from Court, hath laid a commandment 
upon me by melfage to Waite upon him;  
and I know his bufines, becaufe he never 
fought me, but in one kinde. But the im- 

V 	portunity 
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portuny of the hourc excufes me, and deli-
vers you from further trouble from 

13 Decemb. Your very true friend and fervont 
J. Donne. 

To Sir H. G. 

SIR, 

I Love to give you advantages upon me, 
I therefore Iput my felf in need of another 
pardon from you, by not comming to you;  
yet I am fcarce guilty enough to fpend 
much of your vertue from you, becaufe I 
knew not of your being come till this your 
Letter told me fo, in the midi' of dinner at 
Peckham,this Monday. Sir, I am very truly 
yoursiif you have overvalued me in any ca-
pacity,1 will do what I can to overtake your 
hopes of me.I with my felf vvhatfoever you 
with me ; and fo I do, what ever you wifh 
your felf. I am prifoner and dole • elk I 
had not needed this pardon , for I long 
much, and much more by occafion of your 
Letter, to fee you : when you finde that 

good 
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good Lady emptiea of bufineffe and plea-
lure, prefent my humble thanks; you can 
do me no favour, which I need not, nor 
any, which I cannot have Tome hope to de-
ferve, but thisifor I have made her opinion 
of me, the ballance by which I weigh my 
felf. I will come Toon enough to deliver 
my thanks to Sir J. Harr. for your eafe, 
whom I know I have pained with an ilFa-
voured Letter, but my heart hath one (lyle, 
and charaaer ; and is yours in wifhing,, 
and in thankfulneffe. 

J. Donne. 
Peckham Monday afternoon. 

e the Henoarahle Sir R. D. 

S IR, 

Gave no anfwer to the Letter I received 
fromyou upon Tuefday, both becaufe I 

had in it no other commandment by it but 
to deliver your Letter therein, which I did, 
and becaufe that Letter found me under 
very much fadnefle, which ( according to 
the proportion of ills that fall upon me ) 

is, 
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is fince alio increaled,lo chat I had not writ_ 
ten now, if I had been lure co have been 
better able to write next week,which I have, 
not much appearance of: yet there was 
committed to my dil-pofition ( that is , left 
at my houfe in my abfence) a Letter from 
Sir Jr. Lover ,but is was Ionic.  hours after all 
poisibility of fending it by the carrier, Co 
that Mr. IV. Stanhope giving me the ho-
nour of a vifite at that time, and being in-
flantly to depart, for your parts, did me the 
favour to undertake the delivery of it to 
you. With me, Sir, it is thus, there is not 
one perfon ( betides my fell ),in my houfe 
well.. I have already loft': half a child, and 
with that milchance of hers, my wife fallen 
into an indifpofition, which would afflkt 
her much, but that the ficknefle of her chil-
dren flupefies her : of one of which, in 
good faith, I have not much hope. This 
meets a fortune lo ill provided for phyfique 
and filch relief; that if God fhould eafe us 
with burial's, I kndw not well how to per-
forme even that. I hatter my fell in this, 

that 
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that I am dying too: nor can I truly dye fa-
Iler,by any wafte, then by loire of children. 
But Sir, I will mingle no more ofmy fad-
nefs to you,but wil a little recompenfe it,by 
telling you that my L. Harrington, of whom 
a few days (ince they were doubtfull, is fo 
well recovered that now they know all his 
difeafe to be the Pox, and Meal-els mingled. 
This I heard yefferday : for I have not been 
there yet. I came as near importunity as I 
could,for an anfwer from Effex houfe, but 
this was all, that he fhould fee you fliortly 
him fel le. 

Your fervant 

J. Donne. 

I cannot tell you fo much , as you tell 
me, of any thing from my Lord of Som. 
fince, the Epithalamion , for I beard 
nothing. 
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To the Honotir4ble Knight Sir H. Goodere. 

S T R, 

Have but one excufe for not fending 
you the Sermon that you do me the ho-

nour to command, and I forefee, that be-
fore I take my hand from this paper , I 
fhall lofe the benefit of that excufe ; it is, 
that for more then twenty days, I have been 
travelled with a pain, in my right wrift, fo 
like the Gout,as makes me unable to write. 
The writing of this Letter will implore a 
commentary for that, that I cannot write 
legibly for that I cannot write much, this 
Letter will tellifie againft me. Sir, I - be-
leech you, at &I{ , tell your company, that I 
decline not the fervice out of fullenneffe 
nor lazineffe, nor that any fortune damps 
me fo much,as that I am not fenfible of the 
honour of their commanding it, but a 
meer inexperience whether I be able to 
write eight hours or no;  but I will try 
next week , and either do it, for their fer- 

vice, 
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vice, or fink in their fervice. This is Thurf-
day : and upon Tuefday my Lady Bedford 
came to this town : this afernoon I prefen-
ted my fervice to her, by Mr's Witbrirgton : 
and fo asked leave to have waited upon 
them at fupper: but my meffenger found 
them ready to go into their Coach fo that 
a third Letter which I received from Mr's 
Dadley, referring me to Atis Witbringtons re-
lation of all that State , I lofe it till their 
return to this town. To clear you in that 
wherein I fee by your Letter that I had not 
well expreffed my felt in mine, Sir Ed. 
Herbert writ to Sir Ed.Sackvil , not to preffe 
the King to fix any certain time of fending 
him, till he was come over, and had fpo. 
ken with the King : Sir Ed. Sackvil col-
leds upon that, that Sir Ed. H. meanes to 
go again ; I think it is only, that he would 
have his honour fo faved , as not to feem to 
be recalled, by having a fucceffor, before he 
had emptied the place. We hear nothing 
from my Lord of Doncafter ; nor have we 
any way to fend to him, nave not feen 

X 2 	 my 
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my Lady Doncaller for fhe croft to Penburft, 
and from thence to Petworth , my Lady 
Ifabella came to this Town ; where, before 
her comming, a Letter attended her from 
my Lady of Tic/field : and thither fhe 
went, with their fervants, who (laid her 
comming. Hither came lately Letters with 
goodfpeed from Vienna,in which there is no 
mention of any fuch defeat, as in rumour 
C. Mansfeid bath been faid to have given 
to the D. of ID' wyer : but their forces were 
then within fuch diflance , as may have 
procured lomething before this time,Thole 
which watched advantages in the Court 
of the Emperour, have made that tire of C.. 
Mans fells proceedings , as that my Lord 
Dig,by corn plains,that thereby ,the for ward-
neife in which his negotiation was , is 
fomewhat retarded. He proceeds from 
thence into Sp.rin.The D.ofBalyer bath pre-
fented the Emperour an account of i zoom '. 
ilerling in that warre, to be reimburfed : 
and finding the Palatinate to be in treaty, 
bath required a great part of Aufiria for his 

fecurity, 
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