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The Annual Meeting 

The fourth annual session of the membership of the Rice Asso
ciation of America was held in the city hall at Crowley, Mar~h 

. 23rd, 1906, President S. A. Knapp presiding. The following officers 
and directors were electel for the ensuing year: 

President, Dr. S . A. Knapp, Lake Charles, La. 
First Vice President, S. Locke Breaux, New Orleans, La. 
Second Vice President, J. E. Broussard, Beaumont, Texas. 
~'reasurer, Hon. H. C. Drew, Lake Charles, La. 
Secretary, Fran!< Randolph, Lake Charles, La. 
'The newly e lected directors of the Association are as follows: 

S. A. Knapp, S. L. Breaux, Miron Abbott, J. E. Broussard, A. B. 
Allison, H. C. Drew, H. L. Gueydan, J. W. Leach, John Green, C. J. 
Bier, A. P. Borden, J. B. Foley, H. E. Heald, E. C. McMurtry, B. L. 
Vineyard, J. G . Neelis, Geo. M. Craig, Geo . Bancroft, F. A. Godchaux, 
R. N. Sims, Henry Kahn, C. F. Chilson, W. P. H. McFaddin, W. K. 
Morrow, Bernard Brown, W. B. Dunlap, \¥ill Carroll, •r. J. Anderson, 

S. B. Roane, A. B. \Vaugh. 

The full program of the meeting was as follows: 
Meeting called to order at 10 a. m . 
Address of welcome by Mayor P. J. Chappuis of Crowley. 
Address by President S. A. Knapp. 
Appointment o. committees. 
Report of Secretary. 
Report of Treasurer. 
General business before the meeting. 
Address : "Organization, Its Benefits and Results," W. P. H. 

McFaddin, of Beaumont. 

Address: "Transportation and Car Service," S. Locke Breaux, 

of New Orleans. 
Address: "Drainage and Reclamation," by Henry L. Gueydan, 

of Gueydan, La. 
Address: "Th e Government's Rice Experiments and Investiga

tions," by Capt. John P. Slattery, U. S. Agricultural Department. 

Address: "Distribution and Consumption," by James L. Wright, 
of Crowley, La. 

Address: "Improved Farming Methods in Rice Culture," by 
Dr. J. F. Naftel , of Crowley, La. 
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Address: "Cuban Reciprocity," by G. A. Jahn of Beaumont, fol
lowed by a general discussion upon this and kindred subjects. 

Discussion: "Increased Consumption or Reduction in Acreage; 
Which?" (a) Increased Consumption by E. L. Reid of Orange. (b) 
Reduction in Acreage by C. J. Freeland of Crowley; to be followed 
by a general debate upon this subject. 

THE RESOLUTIONS. 

Following a discus ion of the subject of Cuban reciprocity the 
following resolution was presented and adopted unanimously: 

"Resolved, That we consider the moment opportune to convey 
to lhe Cuban Congress, thro ugh the Havana Board of Trade, our 
desire that rice be placed on the free list; and further that a com
mittee be appointed to follow up the question and to talrn such 
action as may be deemed necessary. We want to keep alive and 
after it; and be it further 

"Resolved, That the membership and executive officers bear in 
mind that the present Cuban reciprocity arrangement expires in 
two years and that missionary work be done with our representatives 
in Congress, so that when the question does come up our views 
will be known and proper consideration be accorded rice on a 
reciprocity basis. 
(Signed) "S. LOCKE BREAUX. 

"J. E. BROUSSARD. 
"G. A. JAHN. 
"W. P. H. M'FADDIN. 
"R. N. SIMS. 
"C. C. DUSON." 

President Knapp then appointed a general committee on resolu
tions consisting of R. N. Sims, J. E. Broussard and A. E. Groves, 
which presented the following resolutions, all of wh ich were adopted. 

Congressmen and Senators '.rhanked. 

"Re. olved , That the Rice Association of America hereby ex
tends to the Holl. A. P. Pujo and all other Congressman of Louisiana 
and Texas, who assisted us and to Senators Foster and McEnery of 
LouL5iana and Senators Culberson and Bailey, of Texas, assurances 
of our sincere appreciation of their successful efforts in defeating 
unfavorable action by Congress on the Philippine Tariff and extends 
to each of them a uitanimous vote of thanks. 

"Respeetfully, 
"R. N. SI~IS, 
UA._ E. GROVES, 
"J. !E. BROUSSARD." 

~fember,~bip Reduced for Farmers. 

"Be it resolved, by the Rice Association of America, That article 
fl!ur of lhe constitution be hereby amended so as to read as fol
lows: 
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"The annual dues for membership in this Association shall be 
One Dollar for persons actively engaged in the planting of rice, as 
rice farmers, and Three Dollars for all others." 

Duty on Coffee. 

"Resolved, That we favor a moderate duty upon coffee as a 
matter of justice to our insular possessions. 

"Resolved, That we favor the use of Porto Rican coffee in 
the United States as a matter of justice to a people who are large 
purchasers of our products." 

Car Service Rules. 

"Resolved, That this Association notes the invitation of the 
New Orleans Board of Trade, Limited, to attend a conference on 
April 2, to take up the question of car service rules. And further , 
it recommends the appointment of a committee, properly acc·redited 
by the chair to attend said conference. 

Chattel Mortgages. 

"Resolved, That the Rice Association of America recommends to 
the Legislature the pasage of a chattel mortgage law. And further, 
that as the object of this law is to enable the agriculturist to get 
cheap money or credit, . by increasing the security, be it further. 

"Resolved, '.rhat it is the sense of this Association in advocating 
the passage of such a law, that it should not apply to merchan
dise." 

Validity of Land Titles. 

"Whereas, a movement is now on foot in this State to dispossess 
many bona fide settlers who have for many years been in peaceful 
possession of their lands as pwners in good faith under this great 
State's deed and patent; therefore, be it 

"Resolved, '.rhat the Rice Association of Ame,l.'ica, in annual 
meeting assembled, and realizing the grave injustice which the con
summation .of these inequitable efforts would do a large and trusting 
element of our rice farmers, does hereby petition and memorialize 
the Legislature of the State of Louisiana to see that justice is done 
and that such acts are placed upon the statute books as will quiet 
our people in the peaceful enjoyment of their homes and happi
ness." 

Powers of Railroad Commission. 

"Resolved, That the Rice Association of .c\merica lun·ns that 
the State Railroad Commission is to make application at the coming 
session of the State Legislature for addition to and enlargement of 
its powers, under Article 288 of the Constitution of 1898, and furher 
that we we feel that such increase of power is essential to the effec
tiveness of its power; and be it further 

"Resolved, That a copy of the resolution-; be forwarded to 
the State Railroad Commission, the Governor of the State and the 
Attorney General; and be it further 
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"Resolved, That as soon as the Legislature meets, copies of thi1< 
resolution be sent to our Senators and Representatives. 

Resolution ot 'l'hank . 

"vVhereas thi. Association is deeply grateful for the many cour
tesie extend us by th citizens of this progre sive city and particu
larly to the Crowley members of this Association; and to the press; 
therefore be it 

"Resolved, That we extend to them our Jeepest thanks and 
heartiest appreciation of courtesies extende~." 

To Advertise R ice. 

H nry L. Gueydan, of Gueydan. inlroc1u03r1 a r>so!ution provid
ing- for the appointment of a committee of Ll, 1·e,0 Lo devige ways 
and means to raise money to advertise rice. '.rhe President appoint
ed Henry L. Gueydan, Chas. J. Bier and J. E. Broussard. 

PRESIDE 'T K,~,\PP 'l'HA..~IIBD. 

,lust before the adjournment oC the _&_,;~ocialion to meet on 
call of the President, Vice President S. Locke Breaux rose and ad
dressing the President said in substance: 
"Mr. President : 

Befo1·e this Association adjourns I want to express to you, so 
far as my humble ability will permit me, sir, the feeling of since1·e 
gratitude entertained toward you by the people of all classes engaged 
in the handling of rice for the faithful and effective work you 
have done for us in so materially assisting in the defeat of the 
Philippine tariff bill, which has so recently threatened disaster to 
the American rice industry. 

"We want you to believe, sir, that we entertain the liveliest 
sentiments of gratitude toward you for the high service you have 
rendered us not only in this but in numerous other instances. In 
you, the United State government's leading expert in matters per
taining to rice, the Rice Association of America, composed of the 
American producers and distributors of rice, recognize the most 
potent and influential leader of the industry. We ·want you to oe
lieve that we cherish for you personally the highest esteem, and for 
your distinguished services in behalf of the indu ·try the keenest 
gratitude. I move that this Association do now adjourn until such 
time as it shall be can ed togeth\er by the President." 

Before Mr. Breaux's motion had received a second, Hon. W. P. 
H. McFaddin of Beaumont, arose and said in part: 
"Mr. President: 

I want to endorse every word Mr. Breaux has spoken. I would add 
to it if I could, but I feel that words are inadequate to give ex
pression to the debt of gratitude we owe you. We owe you much 
and the debt grows greater with the years. It is personal and the 
whole industry in all its branches feels it deeply. I sec-ond the mo
tion to ado)urn." 

The Association then adjourned sine die. 
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Rice Tariffs 

PRESIDENT S. A. KNAPP 

It gives me great pleasure to be with you on this occasion. a nd to 
greet you under the prosperous conditions of the rice industry which 
ore everywhere evidenced about us. Possibly in our most sanguine 
moments we did not conceive of such a restoration of prosperous 
co nditions as exist at the present time, after a year of Luch disaster 
as that of 1904. It is my sincere hope that the rice producers of 
our co untry, and the rice millers as well, will profit by the experience 
uf the past and make careful provisions for the future. 

It is with some regret that we were no t able to have our annua l 
meeting at a n earlier date, but possibly it h as resul ted in no deleterious 
effects on the general industry. 

In accordance with your request at our last session, I proceeded ':o 
\J\Tashington to do the best for the rice interests possible in view of 
the legislation proposed under the so -called Philippine bill. There we 
m et a peculiar condition of things. President Roosevelt, actuated 
doubtless by a broad philanthropy, h ad proposed that all restrictions 
placed upon the importation of the products of the Philippine Islands 
into the United State be removed, except a differential upon sugar 
a nd tobacco, which finally was placed at 25 per cent. The Republican 
members of the House and Senate were understood to be favorable 
to this legislation, and somewhat anomalously, the Democratic mem
bers concluded that it should be accepted as a Democratic measure 
because they considered it in the interests of free trade relations with 
the world. 'I'he outloolc, therefore, for such as were friendly to the 
rice interests was the most unfavorable that I h ave known since I 
have been acquainted with legislation at Washington. Such was the 
haste in presenting this measure to the House that the Ways and 
Means Committee of the House closed its hearings before we were 
aware that the question was open for argument. All that could be 
done in the House by the most persistent effort was to place rice in 
1, n e with sugar and tobacco, giving it a n advantage of 25 per cent 
tariff on importation to the United States from the Philippine Islands. 
';·his placed rice upon a fighting basis and I regard it as a great 
victory under the circumstances. In the Senate longer time was given 

7 



to all interests before the committee. This committee is composed 
of able and fearless men and they were determined to give the fullest 
c pportunity for discussion, so as to reach, if possible, Lhe merits of 
the case. In the course of the hearings it was my privilege to appear 
Lefore this committee in your behalf. It is not necessary here to do 
more than epitomize the argument which I used 0)1 that occasion, and, 
r rivately, with many Senators. 

First. The basis of justice in the estab:ishment of any tariff 
is to equalize, as nearly as possible, the different fiscal conditions of 
the people of different countries; so that the richer and more powerful 
country may nut crush financially the weaker and Jess fortunate 
country, and that the nation of limited education and development 
and the nation that has taken slight advantage of modern improve
ments may be placed upon a basis of equality in trade relations with 
LJ;ie nation of high earning capacity and great facilities. One nation 
may not be much more highly taxed than another, and without some 
r£gulating trade feature would be at a disadvantage in the exchange 
c•f commodities with its more favored neighbor. This is not intended 
as an argument for or against a tariff, but is simply stating the 
measure of justice in any tariff, as I understand it. Without such 
t,asis all tariff regulations are solely methods of revenue or of op
pression. 

Second. A high civilization is largely a question of high earning 
capacity on the part of the masses ot the people, and this is especially 
true under modern conditions. It is impossible to have the facilities 
for business, for conveyance of thought and peTSons with great rapidity 
without this high earning capacity. This being true, it is almost an 
absurdity to attempt to join together people of low earning capacity 
and of a high earning capacity under the same system of laws, because 
the one or the other must be crushed by their operation. Either the 
nation of high earning capacity will fall to the level of the lower, 
and hence be unable to pay for or procure the things necessary to 
sustain the higher. 

Third. Let us apply these principles to the Philippines: Either 
they are Americans and are in every sense able to carry their share 
of the burdens of government, and are, therefore, entitled to the full 
tenefits of our Jaws, or they are not our equals and cannot be in a full 
sense Americans, and consequently should not be brought under the 
same system of government. Every beneficent system of laws, such 
~i;; those that have been enacted for the people of the United States, 
carries with it certain benefits and it also involves certain responsibil
ities, they are not entitled to the benefits. As stated, an essential 
condition of high civilization is the maintenance of high taxes, because 
•it is expensive. If a people cannot stand the taxation, then how are 
they entitled to the benefits? This we may apply to all people. Why 
should they demand good roads if they are not able to pay the taxes 
necessary to build them, or schools and colleges if they cannot furnish 
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:he money .to sustain them? If they are Americans in the fullest 
sense then our tariff and revenue laws and all other laws should l;>e 
immediately extended to the Philippine Islands; but everyone ac
qua\nted with those islands is aware that this would crush them in 
an incredibly short period of time, because the average Filipino does 
not earn enough money in a day to pay the prices that provisiol"\s 
would command under our tariff. If then they cannot Jive under our 
laws, why not consider them, not as full American citizens, but as an 
annexed territory under our guidance, with such rights and privileges 
a~ it is possible for them to have, without in;uring the people of 
the United States. That this has been the prevailing thought is shown 
by the fact that they are allowed their own revenue laws and their 
own tariff, which is, on most things, merely nominal. Now if we must 
dev ise a method of living trogether, they with their low earning capac
ity and consequent civilipation, the only way to prevent their being 
n constant menace to us and a constant disturbance lo our fiscal 
C'Ondilions is to require them, when they ship any of lheir· products to 
the United Stales, lo pay the difference between thier ci.,ilizatlon and 
ours, or, expressed in other terms, lo pay the difference between the 
tariff suited to their earning capacity and the tariff suited to our 
earning capacity. This would give them the largest freedom, allow 
them to import food at a very low rate, give them absolute control 
over trade relations with other countries; but when they send to 
this country they would simply make good the difference. 

This Philippine bill not only violated the foregoing principles of 
law, princip les which every nation has more or less observed in 
adjusting relations with a people of Jess development but it proposed 
a great injustice to our own nation. It proposed to allow all lj;J.eir 
1woducts free admission to our protected markets, thus gi,·ing them 
the most favored markets of the world; at the same time it allowed 
them to have all the advantages of a low tariff of their own making 
ond suited to their conditions for purchasing supplies, which, with 
their cheap labor, would enable them to produce many thinks lower 
than they could be produced in the United States. In other words, 
il offered to the Philippine people greater privileges than could be 
granted to the citizens of any State in the Union. 'l'his is unjust, if 
not unconstitutional. If the same measure were proposed here in the 
1Jnited Etates, to discriminate in favor of the people of one State, 
giving them a heap tariff und r whi h to purchase their supplies, and 
a ll owing them free access to the markets of the whole United States 
for sale of their products. it woulc1 be declared unconstitutional, and it 
i~ doubtful if it would find a single advocate in the whole country, 
cutside of the s ·tate benefitted. If a bill had been introduced into 
Congress to allow the people of Massachusetts to import free hides 
and all raw material necessary to the shoe industry, without extending 
the same privilege to the other tSates, such a bill would not be 
considered. Yet this es exactly the proposition in this case. 

Applying this general deduction to rice: By actual investigation 
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it was found that rice could be bought on the continent of Asia 
at $1.40 per hundred, with the hull removed. This could be trans
ported to the Philippine Islands and after paying their nominal duty 
of 22 cents per hundred for such rice, could be placed upon the 
Philippine maTket at $1.80 per hundred, and realize some profit. This 
figure then would determine the price of rice in the Philippines. The. 
American or Philippine merchant could then buy upon the market 
at Manila or other ports, rice at $1.80 per hundred, transport it to 
New York at 40 cents per hundred, and, under such a law, have 
it admitted free. This rice would, according to quality, be worth from 
three to four dollars per hundred in New York. They produce in the 
Philippine Islands about twelve million barrels of hulled rice. A 
small amount imported into our country would break our markets and 
destroy confidence. For whose benefit? It would not be a particle of 
advantage to the Philippine producer, because the exporting of any 
quantity would not raise the price. The price would be governed 
by the cost of importing similar rices from the continent of Asia. 
Therefore this bill would be simply in the interests of the speculator, 
without a particle of advantage to the Philippine people, and to the 
ruin of our American rice industry. 

In regard to the future of the rice industry, permit me to say 
that in my judgment there will be considerable increase in the area 
planted in Texas and Arkansas the present year ,and possibly some in 
Louisiana. I sincerely hope that the crop will not be so large as 
to seriously injure the market. But it is important that we be 
exceedingly alert in striving to extend our markets. There are on ly 
two directions in 'which this can be done: First, the home market. 
A better knowledge of the great value of rice as a staple food must 
be thoroughly impressed upon the American people. This I am sat
isfied can be done without a large expenditure of money. As we have 
often said, if the consumption of rice can be increased to 40 to 50 
pounds per capita. it will solve the rice problem for many years. 
It is my impression, after looking over the field, that the most hopeful 
sections for operations are in the Southern States. Here the com
peting foods are highest, and here the people are most acquainted 
with rice and the methods of preparing it. It is my belief that one 
dollar expended in developing a rice marlcet in the South will yield 
as great a result as five dollars expended in the North. 

It is not necessary here to discuss definite methods; we can take 
this up later. But in accordance with your instructions, I am 
preparing a series af articles on the value of rice as a food. 

The second line of great markets open to us consists of the 
ic:lands of the Carribean Sea, and the Central and South American 
Republics. We are large patrons of these several states, and from 
most of them we import vastly more than we sell them. It is there~ 
fore only a matter of justice that our trade relations be so adjusted 
that we can get some value received through our exchanges, and rice 
i.s one of the commodities which they consume largely. If suitable 

10 



lrade legis lation can be secured In the immediate future, It will greatly 
slimulate the industry. To that end I have taken up negotiations 
with our Department of State, and will submit to you, for your con
sideration, the present slatus of our correspondence. In view of the 
ross ibl e expansion of the rice industry in the United States, it _is 
imperative upo n us to give immediate attention to the question of 
markets, and to adopt some systematic method of increasing them. 

Jn this conn ection , I want to say that the New Orleans Board of 
Trade has talrnn this question up and w ill ho ld a · con ference on the 
>,ubject April 2nd, and everyone w it},l:1 the h euing of my vuice, be 
h e mill er, planter or merchant, is invited to at tend that conference 
and come prepared to express his views and help u s to offer to the 
Stale r a ilroad commission su ch car service rules as will give us relief 
as against the condition s t h at have maintained the past several years, 
or, in the altern at ive, if car service rules are n ot wanted, to say 
so, and t h en let us, for once and all, cea e our compla ii:i,t, if we 
n eve 1· get cars to move o ur rice. 

It may be that the transportation lines are a bsol u tely helpless 
in lh is matter, and, \\'ilh all their foresight , with a ll their money a nd 
with all their good in lenlion, they are left in a position to s imply 
say: "'\,Ve w ill llo a ll we can, a nd that's all." If that is th e case, 
lh e n , let t h em come out p ubli c ly, throw up their hands, pull off their 
immigration agents a nd let us for the n ext two or three years lrnep 
at a ,:,(an fat ill so as lo g ive the ra ilroads a chance lo catch up, because 
it ce ,·tainly d oes not seem right lo ask people to come into our 
homes and then, when the lim e co m es to m ove th eir crops, m a k e 
t h e m s uf(e 1·. l appreciale fully that the railroads say : "Get the busi
ness a nd we. will lake care of it," but I s ubmi t that to get the busi
ness yo u must first h ave the facilities. You wo uld n ot think of 
going o ut for a dr ive unl ess you first h ad a horse a nd buggy, a nd a 
litll e later on in life yo u would a nticipate the bigge r crowd b y pro
viding a barouche, a n d t hat is the way it is with the transportation 
lin es; when they prospect a territory or a country, nobody better than 
they s h ould know what its n ecessities are go ing to be, a nd nobody 
better lhan they are better a ble to provide faciliti<>~. An,i , ,,, the alter
n at ive . a ll that is left for us to do is l o get tog ther, establi~h private 
car lin es on the principle of th e refrigerator lin es, that run into the 
fruit co unl1 ·y, so that w co uld h ave the eq uipment on hand when it 
is neecl e cl . Don't th e pl'ivale refrigerator lin es of th e co untry handl e 
the p eac h , berry a nd oth e r perishable c r ops in that wise? And don ' t 
th e sam e principle app ly ass compensation for th e se rvi ce as app lies in 
a ll traffic; rates of freighl are m ade that cover the cost of that ser
vice, inc luding th e fact that that eq uipment has lo lie idl e for several 
months in th e year. That is the one point to emph as ize in this car 
service question. Excuses don't go, because it is a lways within the 
power of t h e r a ilroads to m alrn the rate of freight, as to the com
modity handl ed, compensates for the service, inc l ucling equipment and 
a ll the collateral that go with it. 

11 



Summarized and s ifted clown, i t a ll means this: If we have cause 
for complain t; if we feel that we are aggr ieved, if we will just get 
together ancl act as a unit, taldng the t1·ansporlation lines into our 
confidence in the cli8cussion of these questions, J believe that remedy 
will apply and lhat the rice industry will gel to be, \\'hat I hope to 
live to see it be, one of the staple, wealth producing cereal crops of 
the United States. 

'.rHANSPOH'l'A'l'ION AND CAH SERVICE. 

S. Locke B1·canx, • New 01·lcans, La. 

He holds that shippers are at the me1·cy of lhe Railroads Unles~ 
they stand together ancl -pull for the common good. 

Transporlalion and car service is a pretty big subject and so 
far as rice is concerned, there is none more important. Though the 
two subjects are as one, they follow in sequence, and therefore I 
shall first take up transportation, placing before you such views as 
present themselves to my mind. 

Primarily, without tt-a-nsportation, the development of ri ce on 
our western Lguisiana prairie la nds would n ever h ave t a k en place. 
Therefore, we must not Jose sight of the fact that to the railroacls
ancl when you say "transportation," that is what yo u m ean-mus t 
be given cred it for having been the initial force in t h e development 
that has taken place, so that, whatever may be our cr itic isms of the 
transportation Jin es; h owever much we may differ with their poli
cies, the fact does remain that throughout it a ll they are our friends 
and that in helping them we are also helping ourselves. 

One of the prerogatives ancl privileges of friendship in the 
telling of plain truth s and, for the fr iend's own good, doing things 
or forcing him to do things that, though at the time appearing 
h arsh a nd unnecessary, really redound in the end to his benefit, and 
this principl e as app lied to the transportat ion lines is particularly 
true, because on a lmost a n y proposition that yo u go to the r a ilroa d s 
to for, one is met, generally with a refusal, and it is only after 
chunking them up continuall y that the service is h a d that should 
apply, even though invaria bly the railroads in the long run are as 
much beneficiaries as are the people t h ey serve. 

Transportation lines, though they are financed and handled by 
private corporations , enjoy their right of being by public franchise, 
and are given pecu liar and particular privileges because of the fact 
that they are publi c servants, a nd, therefore, in dealing with the 
question of transpol'tation, it is well to bear in mind that t h ey 
owe a certain public serTitude, and the very fact that that is their 
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position in the economy of the d ifferent commonwealths, is the rea
son that we have State railroad commissions in order to represent 
in a concrete way the v iews of the people throughout the com
munities that the transportation lines serve. 

We all know how difficult it is with the average individual, in 
the practical working of his business with the railroad companies, to 
have his differences and grievances, actual or imaginary, given pro
per attention and for this reason, it can't be impressed too strongly 
that the way to get what we thin!< coming is by getting together, 
as in the case of the Rice Association of America, the New Orleans 
Board of Trade and other kindred bodies, on all matters appertain
ing to transportation facilities, rates of freight and what not. This 
was demonstrated the past two years when those of us who be
li eved that lower rates of freight should apply, went before the 
State Railroad Comm ission, and, forsooth, the people who opposed 
our contention were not so much the 1-ailroad companies, but those 
of our own craft. The hearing developed into a difference of 
opinion as between the city and the country, the broad principles as 
to whether lower rates of freight should prnvail or not, being lost 
s ight of and it was not until the city and the country h ad joined 
hands that we got a decision favorable to our contention that has 
saved this year $50,000 to the rice industry in the State of Louisi
ana, and that will continue to do so for yearn lo come, so that, I 
should say that our friends, the transpo,·lalion lines, to perform 
se,·v itucles, for which at base they exist, w ill only perform their duty 
to its fullest under continued, constant and persistent pressure of 
those of us who pay the freight. 

, 
The great trnuble that I find in the practical workings of busi

ness is the fact that those who i;ave charge of the roads at this encl 
of the line, and with whom we are thrown in contact, really but 
execute instru ctions given them from headquarters, ancl that on those 
questions, whatever might be their predilection, if headquarters, 
e ith er Chicago, New Yorl, or San Francisco, as the case may be, 
writes them: "enough of this subj ect; we don't want to hear any 
more about it," that settles it, and we payers of the freight at this 
end of the line soon realize that, beyond a certain point-and that 
point fixed by a man who looks at the question through a telescope 
-we are impotent to go. 

That brings me to the fact that our Legislature is soon to meet, 
and that the State railroad commission is going to make application 
to the Legislature for the enactment of s uch laws as will streugll1en 
their position under the constitution, and put them in a po<;:ition 
where their mandates and rules will be effective, and I commend 
to yo u r thought and consideration a look into a study of this ques
tion so that your Legislators. when they appear at Baton Rouge, will 
feel that their constituents want the commission's hands strengthen
ed so that our friends, the transportation lines, will not presume on 
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their friendsihp, and because they are our friends, do what tho 
friend so often does: rub it in. 

Before dismissing this phase of the subject, I want to, speal,
ing in a personal way, say that when the question of a State ra\h·oad 
c01nmission was being agitated, I was one of the few meinbers 
cf the New Orleans Board of Trade who voted against it, be!ievin.c; 
at that time that the average merchant, through their board:; or 
trade, and by concert of action, could accomplish more than throug·h 
a third party, but I am frank to say that the experience of Lhe past 
few years has demonstrated to me that I was wrong, and that Y•)U 
ccime nearer getting what you go after if you carry a club in your 
~:i.r,d, than if you go after it with your hat in your hand. The 
State railroad commission has served us in very good stead. 

Now, coming to the question of car service. What has been 
the situation, so far as the rice industry of this State is concerued 
for the past several years? My own experience, and that I believe of 
0very man within my hearing, who has had rice to ship , whether 
state, or interstate, has been that, when the time came t ,J move 
the stuff, there was always lack of cars, and so far back as I can 
recu!lect, it has always been one excuse and then nother. 

I might go into detail as to those excuses, but I really don't 
consider that pertinent, because I don't thin!, that anybody, or any 
transportation line doing business in Louisiana, can seriously con
trovert the fact that I have stated. 

Now, in the neighboring State of Texas, it is a matter of fact 
-and I have made it my business to inquire from several sources 
-that :we don't hear of any complaint at all in the matter of get-
ting cars. Occasionally a requisition will be made and it may talrn 
the three or four days to get that requistion filled. Now, so far as 
we are concerned in Louisiana, we are told that this is an agricul-· 
tural country; that we ship more than we brjng in; that New Or
leans is not a manufacturing city, in the sense, we will say, that 
St. Louis, Chicago or Cincinnati are, and that for those and other 
reasons we can't expect to get the service. Well , I submit that that 
kind of reasoning begs the question. Railroads when they build 
through an agricultural country, know, and nobody knows better 
than they, what the conditions are, or that are going to confront 
them. They know that the products of that country are going to 
be offered them for transportation within certain periods of time, 
and I assume that in fixing the rates of freight on the commodities 
out of that territory, that that is borne in mind, and, yet, apparently, 
it don't make much difference whether we have short crops or big 
ones, or what kind of seasons we have, we always do have trouble 
about tonnage. Therefore, it seems to me that the question of car 
service rules, which are to come up before the commission on April 
23rd, should be given careful consideration by every one, and we 
should go to Baton Rouge prepared to advocate the passage of rules, 
should we believe that such rules will give us relief. 
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DlPROVED l\IETHODS OF RICE FARl\IING. 

Dr. J. F. Naftel, Crowley, La. 

"Improved Methods of Rice Farming" has been assigned me as 
a subject for an address before this association. What remark · I 
shall make cannot properly be s tyled an address. It is more in the 
nalure of suggestions, which have been suggested to me, both by 
observation and experience, and are given with the hope that an 
inte rest may be awakened in this very important subject. 

With poor farming, if there be any profit at all, it is meager. 
Improved farming means better farming, so that the profits of the 
farm will be thereby increased, thus enabling the farmer to reduce 
and finally eliminate his indebtedness; build up and improve his 
farm. The farm is his capital and the farmer only enriches himself 
when he adds to its value. The farm is his bank and by increasing 
his deposits, he can draw more largely without risk. 

Profit, as is well !mown, consists in the difference between the 
cost of production and the selling price. The latter is beyond his 
control; he must sell, if he sells at all, at the market price. '¾he 
former can be largely controlled by himself, and is thus a very 
personal and important matter to him. It is a self-evident truth that 
he whose product cost the least to produce, will be the most thrifty. 

Let us now consider some of the means by which the cost of 
production can be lessened. This may not apply to all farmers, but 
it does to many if not to the large majority of them. Business and 
good farming must go hand in hand. Interest and percentage play 
a more important part, in the financial condition of farmers, than 
one who has given the subject only a superficial thought would im
agine. 

Again I wish to state that he who would derive the greatest profit 
from his farm must use good business and good farming method;; 
combined. 'l'hey cannot be separated. They must_ go together. If 
a farmer should mortgage his farm for any considerable amount, 
paying 24 1-2 per cent interest, the chances are that he would go 
broke, and if he did, scant pity would he receive for by his own act 
he courted disaster. 

How different is it if he buys a plow or any other implement, or 
any thing else, giving his note for, say ,$65.00 due in six months at 8 
per cent interest, when $60.00 cash would buy the plow? That man 
is paying a little over 24 1-2 per cent interest. Sixty dollars at 24 1-2 
per cent interest will not quite pay his note when due. As he expects 
to pay for it out of his coming crop, he has to that extent practim!IIY 
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mortgagecl his crop for that a mount, and it not infrequently hap
pens that his crop will not pay the indebtedness incurred against it. 
The illustration I have used is a conservative one. 

Farmers who buy at time prices pay rather more than Jess 
tJ.1an 24 1-2 per cent-a pretty fair profit. If he coul d only save that 
J"or a few years, even if he did not have anything more, he would be 
(relatively speaki ng) knee-deep in clover. 

I read the statement published in an agricultural report several 
years ago, that time prices cost t he farmers of the South 35 per cent 
interest, and it added "no other agricul t ural country in the world 
could stand su ch a drain." Is it not plain that the _business end of 
farming n eeds more attention? This is not a th eory but a conditi on 
which confron ts us. It is a lso t o be n oted that he who buys for 
cash is more careful of his expendi tures, and u s ually takes better care 
of what he already possesses. 

The farmer may not be able to at once aban don th e cred it sys
tem, but h e s h ould plan with that end in view. It would be better 
far, to c u rtail his acreage, and make more profit on w h at he raises. 
He sho uld suppl y his wants for the farm of everything the farm will 
produce. He should raise horses, mules, cattle, hogs a nd feed. They 
can b e r a ised as ch eaply here as a nywhere, a nd in so doing h e will 
maintain the ferti lity of his farm, a nd no t impover is h it as h e neces
sarily must do if grain crops are to be produced and so ld to provide 
for a ll his n eeds. 

It is n ot difficult to see what a ch ange would occur in this 
most favored region, when diversified farming s h a ll have been adopt
ed; the cred it system abandon ed ; and the farmer saves t his enormous 
per cent. Then , trul y, this w ill be the coun t r y in w hich prosperity 
abo unds. 

Another means by which the cost of production may be reduced 
is by increasing the y ield. If a ten-barrel to the acre crop selling 
for $3.00 per barrel, a llow ing the co~t to be $20.00 per acre for ex
penses, gives a profit of 50 per cent, a fifteen-barrel crop selling at 
the same price and costing the same to produce, gives a profit of one 
hundred and twenty-five per cent, or two a nd a h a lf times the profit 
of the ten-barrel yield, so that h e w ho raises 100 acres of rice pro
ducing 15 banels to the acre d erives the sam e profit as he who 
raises 25 0 acr es y ielding 10 ba rrels t o the acre. 

It is, undo ubtedly, the pact of wisdom to strive for the larger 
yield rather than c ultivating the la rgest number of acres possible. 
The cost of production is largely determined by the yield. The nec
essary steps most likely to obtain the best results will now be con
sidered: 

In a ll crops, rice include d , dra inage is of prime importance. 
Changes are continua lly going on in th is old earth of ours, and they 
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are necessary in order to derive the greatest results from the soil. 
These changes ma be hastened by our efforts; or retarded by our 
neglect. 

Scientists call these changes disintegration, which is rendering 
the plant elements in the soil soluble, so that they may be assimilated 
by plant life .• If these changes do not take place rapidly enough, 
the land becomes Jess fertile as the soluble elements· are consumed. It 
is then said that the land is becoming exhausted, and the farmer buys 
commercial fertil izer, putting on from one to two dollars worth to 
the acre. The chemist tells us that the plant elements in the first 
three feet of our soil, at their commercial value, are worth seven 
thousand dollars to the acre, if they were soluble. The chemical 
analysis of productive and non-productive soil gave the same results
lhe difference being; in one they are soluble; in other insoluble. 

It Is the amount of soluble elements that determine the capa
bilities of the soil. Nalure has placed within our reach the means 
by which the soil can be rendered more fertile, if we but use them. 
Every farmer can have a fertilizer factory on his farm, and its doors 
will never be closed; operations will continue day and night, winter 
and summer; no expensive machinery to be installed. Nature has 
done that for him, but he must do his part, and one of the first things 
to be done in order to start this fertilizer factory, is to drain, and 
drain well. 

DisintegTation of Lhe soil elements by which they are rendered 
soluble is caused by bacteria. Th is is one of the recent discoveries 
made by science, and in order for them to worl, or even to exist, they 
must have a ir. The soil must be aerated and it cannot be aerated 
unless it is drained. '!'he advantage of drainage, if for no other 
reason than the one already set forth, is of sufficient importance to 
en list the careful consideration of all intelligent farmers. 

But there are other considerations. If sufficient drains were 
made and the plowing done in Ruch a manner that Lhe suri,Ius waler 
coul d be gotten rid of as quickly as pm,sible, much valuable time 
might be saved in spring or 01·op time. 'l'ime is money if prnfitably 
used. '!'hen the farmer would not have to wait so long for Lhe 
sun and wind Lo evaporate or dry the puddles and ponds that are to 
be seen after each heavy rainfall; and then as it often happens, an
other rain will come just about the time the grnund gets in condition 
to work. 

Then again, much seed is lost and poor stands secured by the 
want of proper drainag·e. Water grasses and especially "dog hair 
grass" which is so pernicious to the growing crop, can only be 
exterminated by thorough drainage. Grain can be harvested much 
more cheaply on well drained land and the quality will be better. 
Larger loads can be brought to the threshing machine; the machine 
will do more rapid and efficient work-thus increasing very materially 
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the results for the expenditures, besides having the product in the 
b est possible condition for t h e marl<:et. 

It often enables plowing to be done in the fall and winter when 
it co uld not other wise be done. It helps along amazingly in the 
spring, especia lJy if the spring is a backward on e. Land p lowed at 
that time, if drained, works much better in seeding time; is much 
more productive; it has been aerated. 

Another means by w hich the fert ili ty of the so il can be main
tained is to turn under as much vegetable m.atter as possible. Do 
not burn off your grass or trash. Plow t h em under. Do not be 
dece ived by thinl{ing a ll the fe rtile elements are contain ed in the 
ashes. The most cos tly to replace h as gone up in smoke-nitrogen. 

Besides, th e decaying vegetable m atter in t h e soil becomes ·a part 
of the machinery of the fertilizer factory wh ich should be in op
eration on every farm. In its decay carbonio acid gas is form. 
wh ich dissolves or ren ders solubl e material for plant food. 

Again,. I say, do not burn, but rather plant or sow some crop 
on a portion of the farm each year for the p u rpose of t urnin g under. 
The most suita ble for that is the ni trogen gath ering var iety of p lanls, 
viz: the cow pea. 

The decay of vegetable matter in the soil m atter forms w h at is 
called humus a nd r enders the land m ore fertile, and is more easily 
cultivate d . Sta ble manure and rotten stacl< bottoms would pl ay a n 
important part along the lines enumerated. Vegetable matter in its 
decay furnishes plant food wh ich is appropriated by the growing 
plants with avidity. No other fertilizer can perform so many func
tions or produce su ch results for like cost. 

If a ll has been done that I h ave indicated, success cannot be ex
pected unless the proper cultivation has been effected. The ground 
must be well plowe d and thoroughly pulverized, so that a good seed 
bed m ay be obtained for the reception of the seed a nd the growing 
plants. Th e little fibrous roots must have fine so il from which to 
extr act nutriment. Then a gain, cloddy ground dries out too rapidly 
in dry weather, which may prevent the seed f rom germinating or 
cause it to die before it is sufficiently rooted. 

The next thing to be considered is seed. Every farmer should 
r a ise his own seed, a nd only when he finds som e other farmer with a 
superior varie ty should he buy. Importing seed from other lands a nd 
from other localities is not devoid of danger. Where did the rice 
maggot come from? To my mind it is as clear as the noonday sun. 
It h as been brought here in seed rice. I h ave fear s for the future 
if seed rice is to be continually brought in, a nd I think my fears will 
be shared by a ny thoughtful person who w ill take the pains to visit 
the office of the Crowley Rice Mill, and see the pictures of the 
Japs in the ir rice fields with their cans of oil, their nets and the ir 
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buckets gathering up and destroying the bugs. If we get these pests, 
we w ill be put out of business. 

It is necessary for us to b e contin ua lly gettin g our seed else
where? W h at reasons can be g iven? What arguments produced to 
show that we cannot develop a variety of rice that is more suitable 
to our soil and climate, than can be obtained elsewhere? 

Let u s see what. has been done w ith other crops. Corn has pro
duced 255 b ushels to the acre. '.!.'hat was done, I believe in South 
Caro lina-not a very good corn Stater either. Wheat, 80 bushels. 
Oats, 125 bushels. These results were produced by good c ultivation 
a nd select ing th e best for a series of years. All grains and plan ts fo l
low the same law. Un le s care be taken they tend to degen erate, or 
go back to its or igi nal type. On the other hand, they will continually 
imprnve by select ing the best un t il the highest type is obtained. 

I h ave in mind a place w h ere 60 bushels of w h eat is produced 
to ·the acre. In tl)at country a small plot of ground, eno ugh to pro
duce the farmer's seed, is sown each year. Before harvesting this 
plot, t h e farmer goes through same, selecting the choicest heads 
until h e gets enough to sow a like patch the next year, thus a lways 
selecting th e best from the very best. If th is method was adopted 
by the farmer for a series of years seed r ice would be raised that 
could not be s ur passed. If this be not so, then the law that like 
begets like a nd "every seed bringeth seed after its kind" must be 
annull ed. 

We wo ul d not only supply our seed but others wo uld come to 
u se b ecau se of its s u periority. There is money in raising good seed 
rice, and h e w ho expects to derive the largest returns from his la nd 
must r aise his own seed. 

The various details in regard to planting, watering a nd harvest
ing I h ave omitted. Th ey would consum e too much t ime, a nd they 
are a lso well understood by the experienced farmer. 

I n concl us ion I would say that the farmer be educated. It is 
an error to suppose t h at the farmer can be as s uccessful without as 
w ith an ed ucation. It is within his power, if he but u se t h e time he 
otherwise wast es. It ill not only be a profit, but a great satisfaction 
as well, and add to his self respect as an individua l. 

The farmer sh ould stand upon the same place as the lawyer, 
t h e minister, the merchant a nd the doctor. As all other pursuits de
p end ultimate ly upon him for prosperity, he should be of equa l 
dignity. Socia lly, politically and in ever y relation of life, the farm er 
is e nti tled to equa l standing with men of other professions, but h e 
must be ed ucated. 

In tpe n ature of things, every farmer cannot b e the best, but 
he sh ould strive with that end in view. A stream cannot rise higher 
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th.i.n its source; n ei t her is one like ly to su cceed beyond his efforts. 
Pride in his hom e a nd fann, p1· icle in t h e community in which h e 
lives, p1·ide in his Stale a ncl country, and 1wicle in himself should 
stmulate him lo greater endeavor a long these lines. 

' HOW •rq INCREASE CONSUMPTJOX. 

~ 
E j,, I.J. Reid, Orange-, TC'xas. 

'1 

In a n unguarded moment, when the bars of discretion were evi
dently clown I perm itted m yself to accept a very !<incl i1w1talion from 
your committee to meet with you today a nd lead in lhc discussion 
of a very imporlanl s ubject to rice men , nevel' of more importance 
than now-lh e subj ec:l of "In creased Consumption." 

I now find myself somewhat in t h e predicament of a negro I 
once knew up in Mississippi, who attempted lo mal,e a. prayer one 
nigh t at a negrn prayel' meeting. and could gel no further a long with 
his pet ition than, "O h Lord we lhanl, thee we air h ere." After repeat
ing th ese words sPve ral lim es, and becoming consc ious of the fact 
that h e was stuck, closed very hurri ed ly with lhe word s. "and we ai nt 
g,\' ine no,vh ere." 

While I am quite willing to thank, and do now than!, your 
honora bl e co mmittee fol' lhe hono1· c nferred- and can ch eerfull y 
a nd truthfully say lhal I a m glad to be wilh you loclay, in lhe m atter 
of preparing anything of interest on this sub.i ecl thal would be 
n ew to the gentlemen I see before me today, I very much fear I 
h ave made a dism a l failul'e-in fact, like the darlrny, I h ,1ve n 't been 
a ble to go nowhere. 

I fil'st delved into s ta listi cs, as I though t how p leasant it would 
be to convince yo u all in a statistical m a nner , how the consumptiot, 
of rice in the United Stales in the past few years h ad gone forwadl 
by leaps and bounds, but the more I d e lve d t h e more d isgusted I 
became w ith statis ti cs. The m a n who coq u ettes with ri ce statistics, 
as applied to the con sumption of r ice, will find himself in the middle 
of a b a d fix-almost as b a d as th a t of the ambitious rough rice 
buyer who purchased rough rice last fall at $4 per, a nd expec ted to 
r ealize a profit from sam e in F e brua ry of the present month, or not 
later than March 15th. In the matter of statis tics I h a ven't been able 
to tie to any-save a very f ew prepared by your worthy president 
an d with w hich you a ll a r e doubtless familiar-from wh ich the n ext 
lJUn ch that cam e a long did not ja r me loose, and the more I figured 
the more I got tangled in my m athematical legs . 
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For example: "The rate of increase in the consumption of rice 
in the United States is approximately lwenly million pounds per 
year, and while the production is increasing at a very rapid rate, 
the domestic ,growers can only produce about 52 per cent of the 
total amount consumed." 

Again: "The consumption of rice per capita in this country is 
now (1904) about six pounds. Six or eight years ago it was only 
about three pounds." 

In the year 1904, according · to statistics issued by the Rice 
Association of America and the Louisiana and Texas Rice Millers and 
Distributors' Association (I wish we bould abridge that name), the 
production of the two States of Louisiana and 'I'exas alone was 5,-
127,251 bags of rough rice, equivalent to about the same number 
of pockets of cleaned rice, or in round numbers, 512,000,000 pounds. 
'l'he population of the United States for the year 1904 was ~ome
thing over 75,000,000 . Now if any of you rice experts can reconcile 
these statements, I am ready to take my hat off to him; in fact he 
could sell me fancy head rice and deliver screenings and I would 
pay the draft without asking for a quarter allowance. The fly in the 
ointment seems to be to be that little statement ·about the "domestic 
gr·owers not being able to produce more than 52 per cent of the 
consumption," and yet I gleaned these items from a book issued 
by a gentleman who is endorsed as "probably the world's leading 
authority on rice, today in all of its various phases." 

Another little example of the unreliability of rice statistict, and 
I am through with this part of the subject. Recently the reports of 
our little daily came into my office in search of rice news. The 
reporters are our friends and I always mal,e it a point to treat 
them courteously, believing that publicity is a great advantage to our 
business; the more people know about ·rice the more they eat it, and 
the more they eat of it, the more they like it. Well, this young man 
and I began a little figuring on this same subject of consumption of 
rice, I supplying the facts and he doing the figuring. I told him 
that our home town of Orange, with its 5,000 or more, inhabitants, 
consumed about 50 pockets · of rice per months, and taking these two 
ilem.s, inhabitants and. pockets, as a basis, we figured out that ·our 
per capita consumption was about 12 pounds per annum, and I 
further stated that if the balance of the United States would do 
aio ,veil, the rice farmers would have to raise about seven million 
bags per annum to meet the trade requirements above what was im
ported. Imagine my surprise on reading the paper next day to see 
that I was quoted as saying that Orange consumed 500 pockets of 
rice per month, and that if the balance of the United States would do 
as well we could easily dispose of seventy million bags. Co, with 
the politicians, I can now say, "deliver us from our friends," and 
away with statisticians-especially if he is a rice statistician. l think 
we rice millers must have figured about this way when we purchased 
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the crop of 1905. I am not in a position to vouch for all 'l'exas, but 
for myself, I am ready to 'fess up; but then, man born of woman 
is full of everything save foreknowledge otherwise known as "horse 
sense"-some of that wonderful production of 1905, instead of going 
into the greedy gullets of the consumers, evidently went into the ca
pacious maws of Northern warehouses, where moth and rust do not 
corrupt and weevils enter not. 

However this may be, gentlemen, the facts are good enough for 
encouragement, and when we consider that among cereals and grains 
rice undoubtedly ranks first in importance as regards food value, and 
first as to number of persons who consume it, and that our little 6 
or 7 pounds per capita consumption, is but a mere dri_bble to what 
it should and will be, t'hen we can readily say, w ithout regard to the 
amount we annually produce, or as to our capacity for greater pro
duction, that as to consumption of rice in these United States of 
America, we have only said good morning, th.e full day is just ahead 
and laden with promise. But to attain full measure of success we 
need to be very much alive and awake to the situation; we need 
missionary work in almost e'(ery direction. No.twithstanding the 
greatly increased production of rice during rec-ent years in the 
United States, foreign rices still enter our markets in appreciable 
quantities, especially is this true in the extremes, East and West. 
This should not be, until our consumption has increased way beyond 
the point of production. Ju t last week I was reading a very inter
esting article of Isabel Gordon Curtis, in the April number of the 
Delineator, a favorite magazine with the ladies, on "treatment of cer
eals;" but when I came to this paragraph: "Now we will put on 
the rice to cook; but first it is necessary to wash it thoroughly; we 
can have no idea how much dust has clung to it, or how many 
soiled hands have handled it since it grew in Japan or China-" and 
then I Jost all interest in that article on rice, and conclu ded that Isabel 
Gordon Curtis didn't know how to cook rice, anyway. Then I thought 
of the missionary work done by this association in its rice kitchens 
at Buffalo and St. Louis, and other places North and East, and I 
wondered if all that work had gone for naught. No, I thing not. We 
must just keep everlastingly at it, and w.e must do it now-do it now 
is a good motto- a nd we rice men should get the habit. Publicity 
is what we need, every mill man and every canal man should send 
out with each letter he writes some rice literature, let it be a re
cipe for cook ing, or what it may-something to s ing the g lory of 
rice. I would suggest something like this, borrowed from a warm 
friend of the cereal in New Orleans: "Rice-the staff of strenuous 
life; read this: Rice, 87 per cent nutriment; beef, 45 per cent; eggs, 
27 per cent; potatoes, 21 per cent. No cheaper food-none better
try it." That's the point; we want people to give it a trial. Rice is 
not only the staff of strenuo us life, but it is fit for the very young, 
the middle aged and the very old, a fine thin_g for the invalid and 
the infirm. 
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We must extend the use of rice by every possible means-none 
too small to be overlooked, and no friend too insignificant to be con
sidered. If our rice friends were just half as persistent as that fel
low who gets out those circular letters for the Street Rqilway Adver
tising company, I am persuaded somebody would hear something 
about rice; for that fellow has found the key to success, and he is 
working it for all it is worth-"if yo u want a thing go after it." 

Again I repeat, we must extend the use of rice by every possible 
means at our command. We shoulc1 not only flood the country with 
literature extoll in g the virtues of rice, but we should see that every 
awarding board for s upplies of the various public institutions over 
t h e country, such as orphan asylums, asylums for the insane, blind 
asylums, prisons, penitentiaries (I am sure that these fellows get 
such luxurious delicacies and vario us other eleemiosnary institu
tions- has a friend of rice among their number-one that will see 
Lhat rice gets its due. Then there is the hotels, dining cars, and 
various other public institutions where we can make our influence for 
rice felt. Not many years ago few, if any, of our leading hotels, right 
here in the South, served rice, except as an occasional dish. I am 
g lad to repot·t that our town hotel serves it in some form at every 
meal, and the menu card beal'S this legend: "Orange county rice;" 
and the guests eat it, too. 

We millers are distributing rice in car lots from Hell Gate to lh(" 
Golden Gate, from Kalamazoo lo Key West, and in to the islands of lhe 
sea, spreading a stream of the life giving cereal from Portland, Ore., 
to Porlland, Me., and frnm the ice clad peaks of th e North to the ~un
Jdssed plains of lhe s ·outh, but in some places the spread is guile 
th in; what we wanl to do is lo thiclrnn up the thin places. We have 
inc reased from lhree pounds per capita to seven pounds in less 
lhan ten years-a wonderful increase-but what is that little seven 
pounds in comparison to the Oriental ocuntries where the consumption 
runs as high as 300 pounds per cap ita per annum? While we cannot, 
from the varied nature of our inhabitants, ever hope to reach such a 
limit, we certainly can hope to increase our consumption within the 
next few years to at least fifteen or twenty pounds. At that figure I 
lhinlc everythi ng will be lovely and the miller and distributor relieved 
c.C a greqt deal of anxiety. Certainly the prospect is a pleasant one. 
Genllemen, shall we make it a reality? It's up to you and 1. 

GOVERNMEN'.r CO-OPERATION AND EXPERIMENTAL '''ORI{. 

Capt. J. P. Slattery, U. S. Departm{'nt of Agiiculture. 

Our great and beneficial government has only in late years taken 
ar. interest in agricul tural matters.. European governments were 
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earl) in the field in this class of work. Germany, France, Holland, 
Sweden and England have taken adYanced position in this great work, 
"·hich has been of immense benefit to their citizens. Tl e greatest 
mind of the"!e respective countries, the greatest scientists, have been 
enlisted in the cause of advancement of agricultural investigations. 
Our country was young and the land was fertile. Exact scientific 
"or!, was not demanded for a time by the farmer. His lands under 
the crude methods employed, ,Yere becoming less fertile yearly. 

As a rule the American farmer of the past generation and in 
many cases of the present day did not study how to inc rease the 
fc rtility of his lands. Rather he followed the setting sun to newer 
lands.. He was bold and fearless. R icher lands always laid to the 
,vestward. vVith his trusty r ifl e to defend his loYed ones from the 
r.ostile Aborigines, he found a new home. 

But the time came when such lands were not to be acquired, 
merely for the taldng. 'I'he immense increase in population gave 
value to all lands. Then a new change of thought came over the 
farmer. Instead of moving he found it more profitable to increase 
the fertility of his present holdings.. Agricultural knowledge came 
iuto demand. The science of farming co mmenced Lo be taught, 
agricultural colleges were established in every State. Our govern
ment raised the office of agriculture to a great department of state, 
equal to the other great division· of government. From this date 
great advancement was made by the national Department of Agricul
tt;re, in forwarding and guarding all our great interests. Exp lorers 
a nd investigators were sent to all quarters of the globe. 

I wil l mention only a few results of this course. The navel orange 
was discovered in Brazil. It will be remembered that while the 
~:myrna fig tree grew to perfection in California, yet it refused to 
produce fruit in its adopted home. The national Department of Agri
culture took the matter under consideration, and some of its explorers 
discovered that a certain bee was the distributor of the pollen from 
tree to tree. The bee was introduced into California, and now this 
lucious fruit is produced in Colifornia, equal to the fruit in its original 
home. 

I will remind you that it was the Department of Agriculture, 
through its agent, Dr. S. A. Knapp, which introduced several species 
af Japan rice which has proven very prolific on the Gulf Coast, and 
has been of in estimable value to this country. 

This great division of our government also studies diseases of 
plants and live stock. It has performed valuable work in contro lling 
Texas fever among cattle. I on ly mention these few benefits among 
the hundreds which have arisen from the watchfulness of our public 
s<c:rvants. But to each respective state must we look for the full 
exploitation of agricultural experimental work. The national depart-

24 



ment sends its explorers abroad and searches the world for what may 
seem useful for our n eeds. 

It introduces what is new, but here its offices end. The respecti\·e 
States must undertake the exp eri mentation of th work. But. while the 
government has done much, the farmer and the State must do the 
gre~ter part. The farmer must co-operate. The State must carry on 
experiments. But li ttle as yef has been done for the rice planter 
in this line, a nd much rema ins to be done. . Rice culture ls in its 
infancy. But little thought h as been given t<;> the science of its culture. 

To the present Secretary of Agriculture, Hon. James Wilson, 
too much pra ise and appreciation cannot be accorded for the great 
work which h as been done by him in agricultural work since he has 
been in office, especia lly in the South, to which portion of the countz;y 
he has devoted the greatest time and attention. 

THE PROBLEM OF DISTRIBUTION. 

James L. \Vright, Crowley, La. 

In the few remarks which I shall make upon the subject of "Rice 
Distribution" (and which subject, by the way, could have been very 
much more ably handled by Mr. Orme to whom it was originally 
assigned) , I desire to proceed upon the theory that the main solution 
to be worked for is the accomplishment of five important results con
r:ected with the distribution, as follows: 

ls·t. Elimination of competition. 
2nd. Reduction in cost of distribution. 
3rd. Better facilities for placing rice before the trade. 
4th. Inauguration of an advertising campaign. 
5th. Mutual co-operation of all sellers. 

And with your kind permission I shall touch briefly upon the 
importance of bringing about the conditions which will not only make 
i • possible, but accomplish most thoroughly the five results enumerated. 

First. In the matter, of eliminating competition among the 
distributors of rice to as great an extent as possible, it hardly seems 
worth while to take up time in referring to the various and many 
reasons why this should be done. It will be readily granteJ that the 
distribution of any commodity, whether a staple or not, is brought 
to the highest degree of satisfaction only when the m a jority of 
sellers have, either by agreement among themselves or by other 
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means, arrived at a plan for the successful elimination of that 
"throat-cutting competition," each with all lhe others (to use a 
term frequently heard among the sellers of rice)which has caused 
either a .decline in the marlrnt price on the article being sold, or 
created the impression among buyers that (because of the over-zealous 
efforts of the competing sellers to increase their individual distribu
tion) lhe supply of such article is .either largely in excess of the 
demand, or can be bought much below the prices quoted by the 
holders-a 111ost natural inference when active competion among fifty 
er sixty millers and nearly as many dealers brings a crowd of brokers 
buzzing around the buyer with countless lines of samples, and pos
sibly as many different ideas of value. 

Second. As regards the cost of distribution under the methods 
"•hich have been in vogue since th establishment of the rice mills 
outside of New Orleans, and which still maintain their hold upon 
three-fourths of the rice mills of Louisiana and Texas, there hardly 
Stems room for argument on the point that, unless there can be an 
i:lcrease in the revenue received for selling the cleaned product, there 
must of necessity be a reduction in the present high and exce sive 
expenses of the sales departments, because of the fact that the rapicl 
increase in competition for the business has naturally increased th 
tost of getting the business. The great increase in the competition for 
individual distribution among mills has, to entirely too great an 
extent, so affected the average values of the clean product, particularly 
dur'ng the past three years, as to bring the average selling price 
below that figure at which the commission of three and one-half 
per cent would cover the cost of distribution. And even if that were 
not the case the fact still prevails that with the keen competition 
for the buying of rough rice, or for securing such toll business as 
may still be had which Jet us all hope may be entirely eliminated 
before two more seasons have pa sed), does not permit the mills 
a,· a whole to secure a sufficient quantity of rice to justify the heavy 
expenses attached to each individual institution under the present 
system of distribution. Economy has been the watchword in all 
branches of the rice industry during our past two seasons of depres
sion, and it daily becomes more evident that in the solution of the 
r,roblems of distribution economy must not only extend to that detail 
of the business, but must also be followed by a material reduction in 
lhe cost of distribution. 

Third. Upon the point of creating or securing better facilities 
for placing rice before the trade, which will naturally also create 
those conditions necessary to endanger increased consumption, with 
consequent advantages in the matter of distribution, I wish to offer 
the 'theory that the active competition among a great number of 
sellers (mills, dealers and sales agencies all included) very naturally 
places in each market a correspondingly large number of rice accounts 
to be represented. And since none of these sellers will consent to 
his broker representing all of the others, very natura11y these rice 
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accounts must be divided among several brokers (possibly a dozen or 
more in many large jobbing centers), with the re. ult that the brokers, 
with a very few exceptions, must handle various other commodities. 
Outside of New Orleans, exclusive rice brokers are very scarce 
indeed. Therefore, they devote to rice only such amount of their 
time and energy as the commissions received upon same entitle it to, 
in comparison with the other accounts handled in their offices. I 
also wish to make the point, based upon a statement several times 
made to me by brokers, that there are other lines a great deal more 
profitable to them than their rice accounts. If this be correct, then 
it must be admitted that our present f~.cilities for p lacing r ice bf .ore 
th e 1;rade are in need of great improvement, because of the fact that 
rice must divide honors at the hands of the man who is expected to 
p lace it before the trade for us, with all other commodities handled 
by him. Very naturally, therefore, t h e rice end of the business is 
pushed only in the same ratio as t h e commissions f r om its sales make 
it profitable to the merchandise broker. And upon this theory I wish 
to a lso maim the point that in the matter of distrib ution it is of the 
greatest importance to the industry at large to have in every market 
of a n y consequence at least one representative who will devote his 
entire time, attention and energies not only to the selling of rice 
Lo Lh e wholesaler or the jobber, but whose connection w ith the rice 
business will be so exclus ive as to justify him and make it profitable 
for him to go even further than this, a nd act in the capacity of a 
local advetis ing manager for his particular market and work con
tinually for a n increased consumption . 

Fourth. This brings to me the one detail of the rice business 
tq which it can be truthfully said that practically no attention what
ever h as been paid, a nd to which in all other commodities, staple or 
otherwise, it is considered the most important-yes, even the very life 
of the distribution end of the business. I refer to advertising. 
'.l.'hat an increased a nd more satisfactory distribution is absolu tely 
dependent upon an intelligent and active advertising campaign is 
a point which needs n o argum ent or proof. That the rice industry 
stands today in greater need of the proper advertisement of rice 
as a healthy and nutritious article of food cannot be denied. I think 
it w ill a lso be admitted that the cost of su ch a n a dvertiseing campaign 
for individual competi tions in s u ch numbers as we now have in the 
distribution of clean rice to attempt to carry it on-neither wo uld 
t h ere be that uniformity which is of great importance to the proper 
advertisement o! one certain art icle, if results are to be accom
plished. 

Fifth. We are, th erefore, brought fact to face with the import
ance and abso lute necessity of mutual co -operation among the sellers 
of rice if t h e problems connected with rice distribution are to be 
solved. It h as been proven in the ligh t of o ur experience during the 
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past five years that the absence of co-operation engender e d only tha t 
class of competition which started the marlcet on a downward trend; 
and it. has also been shown that conditions of this !,ind were offset 
only by such mutual efforts or co-operation as have been a ccom
plished from time to time among the di tributors of rice._ The 
history of every manufac turing and milling indus try has shown 
conclusively that a closer relation among the " first h a nds" in the 
business is absolutely necessary for mutual protection a nd profit! 
We have all seen those occasions when at times in the distribution 
of practically · all commodities the market seemed burdened with a 
surplus stock, and when efforts to continue even an average distribu
tion only had the effect of weakening the market and causing lower 
prices. This applies with special force to the rice business. Further
more, there is frequently such a great Jack of uniformity in the 
values quoted (because of the absence of co-operation) that jobbers 
who would otherwise buy large stocks of rice are afraid to invest 
their money in heavy purchases because of the fear that some 
sellers, in the absence of uniformity and Jack of co-operation, will 
quote prices so far out of line as to bring about the proper confidence 
in our market to induce the buying of large quantities, such as the 
trading we enjoyed before the competition among rice .Sellers had 
reached the extent of the present day. It is in such cases as those 
just mentioned that the necessity of co-operation has become most 
evident; and the high degree of success which has crowned the few 
genuine efforts at co-operation in the past among the rice men should 
certainly encourage and foster any renewed efforts which may be 
inaugurated toward that end. 

If the five points touched upon by me and the facts or opinions 
advanced are correct to any degree whatever, it naturally follows 
that there must be a means of accomplishing these results. I take 
the stand that there most certainly is, and that those conditions most 
to be desired can be created only by a co-operation of far greater 
scope than any yet established in the rice industry, or, in other words, 
a concentration of interests into one, two or three central organiza
tions-eHher by an amalgamation of all milling and irrigating inter
ests, or by the centralization of all sales through one, two or three 
selling agencies. It is only by this means that we can eliminate that 
competition now so detrimental to the profitable distribution of rice; 
gr~atly reduce the cost of distribution; create better facilities for 
placing our rice before the trade through our exclusive rice sales
men; inaugurate an advertising campaign and accomplish great re
sults by reson of the strength to be derived from unity among 
sellers; and, last but by no means least, bring about that co-operation 
and confidence among the sellers of rice without which the great 
strides necessary to be accomplished in distribution will be Impossible 
-but with which we will reap the greatest reward of success. 
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DRAINAGE AND RECLAMATION. 

Hent·y L. Gueydan, Gueydan, La. 

When the executive committee assigned me the two subjects 
Drainage and Reclamation, for one address, the members had in 
mind, no doubt, that the one went with the other, that the first 
essential to reclamation is drainage and that to drain is to reclaim,
the two are inseparable, and might be termed-effort and accom
plishment. 

The arid West is now being reclaimed by irrigation, fathered 
by the federal government at a cost of scores of millions of dollars. 
Better could our government afford to reclaim by drainage the richer 
low lands of the Gulf Coast of Louisiana and Texas, and for much 
less money. 

Our lands, properly d,·ained and reclaimed, would raise nearly 
n ny crop that the irrigated lands of Colorado can raise, and many 
other money-amking 1>ubtropical crops that Colorado cannot raise, 
even with perfect irrigation. It is the Jong-growing summer, it is the 
humidity in the air that makes the diffeerence. There are the 
principal things we buy when we buy tract of land in the coast 
country. Drainage, irrigation and cultivation are more attributes that 
man can bring about in Colorado as well as here. 

Did it ever occur to you that while Uncle Sam is very generous 
with the arid West, he is very niggardly with the too-wet South? Is 
there any special reason why he should spend so much money in 
reclaiming this desolate and sun-parched territories, and refuse us 
lesser sums to reclaim our richer low lands? South Louisiana and 
South Texas are in greater need of farmers than Colorado, and 
their lands, once reclaimed, will support more inhabitants to the square 
mile than the reclaimed lands of Colorado, because they are richer 
lands, and wilJ raise more crops in one year, and more valuable 
crops, too. 

But, has Uncle Sam really refused us money? Have we ever 
asked it ow him for this purpose? Have we been as energetic and 
persistent and systematic in our demands as the hustling Westerners? 

The projected inthercoastal canal of Louisiana and Texas would 
be a good start by the government towards reclaiming many hundreds 
of thousands of acres of most valuable lands. Are we taking the 
interest in this great project that we should Have the boards of 
trade of Houston, Beaumont, Lake Charles, c·rowley, New Iberia and 
New Orleans ever done anything to bring about and further this great 
enterprise? Have any Louisiana and Texas delegations in Congress 
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given it much thought? Has our own Rice Association ever moved 
tcwards its accomplishment? Congressman Broussard has been active 
in obtaining an appropriation from Congress for the survey of the 
proposed route, but he should have the bacldng of the whole Gulf 
Coast country. Congressman Ransdell is to be congratulated on his 
persistent efforts in behalf of our waterways. State aid should be 
ir.voked also towards draining and reclaiming all coast lands now 
unproductive. 

Will A. Steidley and H. C. Drew were instrumental in having 
very good drainage laws passed by the Louisiana Legislature in 1900 
'and 1902. It is now possible for land owners to form drainage 
district and tax themselves to obtain the necessary relief. Several of 
these districts have been created in Louisiana, and, where successfully 
administered, have done much good. Nearly all the work can be 
done by dredge boatsfi, at say nine cents a cubic yard . We cannot 
l•ave too many of these canal diggers in the coast country. I 
would like to see every ward in every coastal parish in Louisiana, 
a.nd every district in every coastal county in Texas own a dredge boat 
to be operated at the expense of those in need of drainage. For 
instancce ,the Gueydan Drainage District owns a one cubic yard 
crange-peel dredge, and anyone within the District can make use of 
this dredge by paying for operating expenses and all repairs. The 
crew is picked by the Drainage Board and does good work and quick, 
rn that the work is done at a minimum cost, The dredge boat is kept 
~ t work constantly, and there are now several applications for it. 
T am so convinced of the importance of drainage that I have had a 
c!redge boat built to dig the many canals necessary to drain my 
ond lands south of Gueydan. 

In connection with the drainage problem it will be well not to 
lest sight of the importance of building roads at the same time. 
A small four to six mule road grader and ditcher is a Vfl,luable asset 
on a large farm. Every half-section line, as well as every section 
line should have a well-rounded road with a drainage ditch on each 
side, and necessary bridges and culverts. The road and itches can be 
built with a road grader on the higher lands. Where the land is 
lcw it is cheaper to dredge the drainage canals alongside the section 
and half-section lines and make roads with dirt therefrom. The 
dredge boat takes up the work where the road grader ends. This gives 
us a good drainage ditch on the four sides of each quarter section, 
In nearly every case . the rice levees, with their corresponding drainage 
ditch at the base can be brougllt to two of these four boundary outlets, 
thus affording good drainage of our fields. Very often a few hours 
work with the 'pusher' will insure perfect drainage to a twenty-acre 
field. It is my opinion that we should make our drainage ditches 
deeper, for rice as well as for other crops, so as to keep the subsoil 
drained to the hard pan during the whole year, except when flooding. 
As I own a dredge boat and a road grader for use on my own lands, 
you will readily see that I practice what I preach . 
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· In our Gulf Coast country there are lands that are high enough 
above the sea level to be reclaimed by natural drainage, while lower 
lands nearer the Gulf can be recla imed only by artificial methods. A 
great many of the most valuable sugar plantations are drained 
artificially. St. Mary is the richest agricultural parish in Louisiana. 
'J'he low Cyprement district of St. Mary, which was impassable marsh 
a few years ago, has been artific ially reclaimed, and now prouuces 
the best cane of the •s·ugar Bowl Parish' of Louisiana. And the good 
,vorlc of reclamation still goes on. Those engaged in the pursuit of 
making sugar cane, rice and corn grow where marsh tule grew 
before, have left the philosopher's 'two-blades-of-grass' benefactor far 
l,<c.hind. 

To reclaim a square mile of submerged prairie or open marsh, 
e. ig with a dredge boat a four foot canal, twenty feet wide, inside the 
four boundary lines of the section lines for roads. You now h ave the 
square mile enclosed by levees or roads on the ofursides, so that no 
water can flow in. In stall a low-lift pump out at the lowest point 
that intersects any of the roads, so as to pump out all the rain 
water. Now dig drainage canals on half-section lin es within, both 
uorth and south, east and west; and then dig ditches on quarter
~ec tion lines. It is surprising how little it costs to take care of the 
rainfall; and this cost is more than repaid in the more abundant 
:i,!eld of the crops. Another advantage to low reclaimed lands is 
that they are more easily and cheaply watered . The same water that 
h as been pumped ou t in the Spring can be allowed to flow in during 
the Summer months to irrigate the crops-a blessing henceforth-a 
d e triment no longer. 

I hope to see the day not far distant when nearly every fi e ld 
in lhe rice belt will be well drained; when our present lo w marsh 
12. nds will h ave a canal on every section line to serve the three-fo ld 
purpose of drainage, irrigation and transportation; to see our lands 
thickly inhabited with desirable a nd prosperous settler<;; and the 
whole Gulf Coast country in a high state of scientific cultivation-the 
'Holland of America.' " 
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Imr0rrted J}ar)anese g eed fZice. 
KIUSHU VARIETY. 

I8 'l'IIE VARIETY selected in 1898 by S~:. Kna~ f:, the U. 8 Depart111ent of Agriculture a best adapted to 
e Southern States. It was recommended by the Imperial Agricnltural College nnd tlie principal rice experts in 

Japan. :\Jost Japanese rice is of mixed Yarieties nnd Jrn,: more or less red, owing to the many Frnall fieldR in central Japan. 
The Ki 11. hn Yariety we import has the follo,ring characteriRtic,:: 
1st. It i8 a pure bred seed rice. 
~d . The grains are large, e,·en aml f-lint.v. 
3d. The 1·itality of the i;eed is snch that 3-J P"lllllls on goml land i, sullicicnt to seed an acre In one ca~P 

I-his season (1900) 80 pounds of seed were nsed and prodnced :23 barrel~. 
-!th. It is harder than Carnlinn or HondnrnF. Jt 11·ill ~tand all ,:orts of griernnce and yet make a crop. 

It, makes a crop with less water. 
5th. The prodnct p.;r acre is on an a,·cragc 2 tn -I ual'relF per acre 111ore than other rice. lt has a thiner 

hu ll and weighs header for same measurement,. 
Gtl1. Tt m ills better t,han Ilond11ras, gidng Fix to ten ponnds more rice to the barrel :im:l immensely more 

head rice, being less liab o to be chalky. 
7th It has a long head and a firn1 short straw-abonl t,rn thirds the straw o[ Honduras, but much 

tougher. lt will withstand sernre storn1s with 1·ery little shelling. In M.ay 1900 ire sold a part.y on the Colorado ri,·er, i11 
Texas some of this seed. He plant-eel 150 acres. TIie (~all·eston f'turm ruined his cotton but his Kiuslrn rice was little injured. 
It, yielrled 17 barrels per acre. The straw is green at harl'est and proper I y stacked is better than orcli nary prairie hay for stock. 

8th. The rapid gain in farnr of this rice is sho1rn b,1· the importations. The "C'. S. Department of .Agri• 
culture tbrongh Proi. 8. A. Knapp, imported lO tons ofKiushu rice in February, 1890 and distributed to planters. In Feb• 
ruary 1900 we imported J:2:-1 ton~, prominent p lanters taking tl1e "-ho le in car lotf'. This ~·ear the probable importation 
will be 11111ch larger. 

ij;erms: -F, ,reign rice is higher than last year. Our price for February deli very is $7.25 per barrel f. o. b. 
Lake Char les, La. A d iscou nt wi ll be made on orders of 5000 pounds and upwards A special discount will be made on car
load lots with guarantee. Where there are sufficient orders to make a carload from any locality the rice will be delil'ered at 
the nearest station on the Southern Pacific Rail way without, extra charge. To secure rice on aborn term~ the order muf't b(' 
received before December 31, 1900. 

Special arrangements have been made with Prof. R. A. Knapp of Lake Charle~, La., to select, import and 
distribute th is rice. All orders should be sent to h im at abore address. Deliverv Februarv 10 to :\larch 10, HltH. 

ij;erms cas b on t)e li\?e t }? . · · H. c. DRE \Y, 
Lake Charles, Louisiana. 8. ARTHl-R KX.\.PP. 

Special 1Aotfce.-We ha,·e 1500 barrels of Kinshu Japan rice rai~ecl on sod land from ~eed imported in 
Lcebrnary, HIOO. " 'e ll'i ll Fell this at $-'i .00 pe1· !Janel r. o. b. Lake ('harlcR 01· SVelf'h. 
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The Federation of the World 

The federation of the world-a conception so grandiose as 
probably to seem chimerical to one who has not observed the 
s:.gns of the times, seems nevertheless to be slowly but surely 
taking form and substance. 

Far in the past, on the minds of the world-conquerors, shone 
the ideal of a world united. In the present, on many a mind 
is shining this great ideal; but now has the dreamt-of tyranny 
of the past been glorified into the idea of a union of the 
nations in a voluntary federation. 

Like the growth of a tree from a seed, the growth of the 
modern ideal has been of an inevitable and fateful character; 
and in its present stage a discerning eye can perceive the out
lines of the grand consummation. 

Immediately preceding the more definite conception of a 
world-federation are to be seen a number of nourishing fac
tors-each adding its quota, its energy; as, for example, the 
application of steam to navigation and to land transportation, 
the extension of telegraph and telephone, the industrial inven
tions which have rendered each country dependent on others 
for vast quantities of supplies, the practice of international 
loaning of money, the growth of international brotherhoods, 
the readier and cheaper production of books, the growth of 
the press, the increase of general education, and the consequent 
partial elimination of national prejudices; each of these bring
ing material benefit and inculcating ideas of interdependence 
and mutual help on a national scale. 

Let us consider now that which corresponds to the sapling
the young form which, out of the darkness and groping of 
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the life in the soil, has risen to view and, though but partly 
developed, foreshadows the c0ming tree. 

( 

It is commonly accepted that the welfare and prosperity 
of mankind depend more upon agriculture than upon any 
other industry. Statistics from all lands on the production 
and consumption of agricultural products, intelligently dis
seminated, must affect the destinies of millions of people. 
Official and reliable data concerning the results obtained by 
such men as Luther Burbank, and miscellaneous information 
such as that gathered by organizations like the United States 
Department of Agriculture, if spread throughout the world 
freely for the benefit of all who are interested, cannot but 
profoundly influence for the better the agriculture of the 
world and consequently improve the condition of the people. 
If the advance made by our farmers in wheat-growing during 
the past ten years could be intelligently presented to the 
peasants of Russia, much of the agrarian trouble of that coun
try would be remedied. If the information that the California 
fruit-growers possess could be transmitted to the agriculturists 
in Siberia, fruit-growing would in a decade be one of the 
great industries of a large portion of that territory. On the 
other hand, could the agriculturists of our country receive 
accurate information freely and readily concerning the 
products of field and orchard and vineyard of the remainder 
of the world, our advance in these matters must proceed apace. 
The food supply of hundreds of millions of people is now 
being brought from far-distant points; to cheapen the mar
keting and insure the purity of this food must necessarily 
affect the well-being of those who depend upon it. Reliable 
information as to crops and as to agricultural products in 
storage and in transit the world over, will tend to promote a 
better adjustment of supply to demand, promptly and some
times with incalculable benefit to millions of people, as in 
cases of threatened famine. 

I 
Our country spends millions per annum in securing infor

mation of this character pertaining to its own territory, but 
the benefits derived are but partial, owing to the lack of 
accurate statistics concerning other countries. 
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The inference from all this is: that the welfare of tlie/ 
world is to a considerable degree suffering from a want of co
operation of the nations in this very vital department of 
human activity; and that it would be to the advantage of 
all were the governments of the world to come to an agreemen 
on this subject-an agreement best embodied in a permanen 
form, perhaps, by the establishment of an international boarcl 
of competent delegates from each nation, whose duty it should 
be to promote the advancement of all forms of agriculture 
throughout the world irrespective of nationality or of personal 
interests. 

To one man belongs the honor of perceiving this clearly 
and of bringing it about-Mr. David Lubin, of California. 
Through his efforts was the King of Italy converted to his 
views. Thereupon under the leadership of the King was 
inaugurated a movement of such strength that finally forty
two nations assented to the plan of co-operation proposed; 
and but a short time ago the Senate of the United States 
ratified a protocol committing our country to its support. 
Thus bas been born the International Institute of Agriculture, 
to be supported by funds from the treasuries of nearly all 
nations-the first voluntary world-movement of all-embracing 
import. 

So interrelated are human affairs that, having been firmly 
established and begun its work, this institute will gradually 
enlarge its scope and more and more firmly cement the 
common interests of mankind throughout the world. And 
so potent is suggestion and so fecund are fundamental ideas, 
that from this new organization and that older one, the Inter
national Postal Union, which has accomplished so much for 
the intercommunication of the peoples of the world, will spring 
others of their sort. 

The movements which are embodied in the Interpar
liamentary Union and the American Society of International 
Law are directed toward the codification of international law 
and the firm establishment of principles that will be recognized 
by the courts of every land. During the Russo-Japanese 
trouble the peoples of many lands were concerned with the 
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question as to what articles were contraband. The principles 
of international law as interpreted by various writers were 
not uniform, the result being that merchants were at a loss 
as to what course of action to follow. This is an example 
o1 many that might be presented wherein great benefits will 
fl.ow from the coming together of all nations in an institution 
that will reduce these matters to order and uniformity; the 
principles finally settled upon, to become active by being 
incorporated in the various international treaties. 

In connection with the establishment of the International 
Institute of Agriculture and the formulation of definite laws 
operative between the nations in peace and in war, there may 
well be considered the establishment of a permanent body of 
delegates to regulate matters of international commerce, thus 
providing for greater commercial freedom, minimizing the 
risks of commerce, and affording greater legal protectic,n and 
personal security to the people that engage in commerce. 
Through the power of the Federal Government to regulate in
terstate commerce, we in our country have been able to correct 
some of the greater abuses that fl.ow from the selfishness of 
man; for instance, that of the sale of impure foods, and that 
of the lack of sanitation of packing establishments. Such 
matters could be regulated on a world-wide scale by an Inter
national Commerce Commission. 

In relation to the foregoing, and matters for consideration 
by such a commission, are the following :-

1. The adoption of a uniform standard of exchange through
out the world. We all know the great benefits that have 
resulted from the adoption by many nations of the gold 
standard. Yet the adoption of this standard is but a part 
of the great work that must be done to render stable the 
commerce of the nations. When all have adopted the gold 
standard - as they doubtless will - a second step will be 
required, namely.-

2. The adoption of a common system of exchange, or money 
which will be good the world over. There is no reason why 
a system of exchange cannot be devised that will be a common 
measure of value in all civilized lands. 
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3. The establishment of a common standard of weights and 
measures. The good this will accomplish is obvious. The 
use of the metric system is gradually being extended; in 
another decade it will probably have become universal. 

4. The introduction of a universal language. Snch a 
language, of scientific construction and capable of easy expan
sion concurrent with growing needs of nomenclature due to 
new inventions and scientific discoveries,-a language which 
shall, along with the mother-tongue, be taught in the schools 
of all nations,-would be an important factor in the promotion 
of international understanding and popular benefit. 

Through all these things will the peoples of the earth be 
brought into closer and closer commercial relations. Commerce 
will be greatly increased. In many ways will the material 
welfare of all be advanced. Through the masses of the popu
lations will be diffused a greater and greater knowledge; and 
the consequent better understanding of one another will result 
in a further gain-a gain inexpressible in terms of commerce .. 

The question may now be asked: What is to be the effect of 
these movements upon the destiny of nations? 

Let us try to answer this. 
First : The true function of government is the advance

ment of the welfare of all classes. This function applies most 
particularly to the care of the proletariat. To advance the 
masses morally and intellectually it is essential to advance 
them first in a material way: it is requisite to supply them with 
work and increase their productive capacity-their power of 
acquiring for themselves from soil and mine and factory and 
trade a greater income and thus a better environment and 
more leisure. For example, the people of Russia must be 
taught how to utilize the energy of their vast water-power, as 
the people of New York use that of Niagara and the Cali
fornians that of the streams from th(l Sierra Nevada. 'l'he 
workers of the world who are following primitive methods 
must be shown how to more fully develop the energies of soil 
and mine and stream through modern methods. Thus will be 
aroused in them renewed and more intelligent industry, with 
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greater scope for the employment of their minds: this, seem• 
ingly slow though it may be, will inevitably result in intellec
tual, moral, spiritual, and political progress. This awakening 
of the higher nature in the masses will gradually be brought 
about by the interworking of many factors, notably through 
free and compulsory education, but chiefly perhaps through 
the wide diffusion by the individual governments of knowl
edge appealing to the immediate self-interest of men, enab1i.r.g 
them to earn more with a given amount of labor,-knowledge 
derived from the general information and the statistics pub
lished by such international institutes as we have spoken of. 

Secondly: 'l'he greater enlightenment of the people of all 
lands means ultimately the greater stability of government. 
As the people become more enlightened, they will have an 
ever-growing voice in government. As this proceeds, they will 
demand-and some are beginning to demand it now-freedom 
from the burden of taxation for the purpose of maintaining 
the immense standing armies and the great navies. In Italy 
the income tax alone is 14 per cent of incomes, and the total 
tax in some sections of that country amounts to 30 per cent 
of the gross earnings of the people. Already in Italy there 
is a movement of great proportions opposing the voting of 
further sums for army and navy. The masses of Hungary 
are thinking the same way, as also are a large party in France 
and a considerable party in Germany. The prosperity of 
Canada and Australia has tended to broaden the minds of 
the masses of England in respect to taxation: perhaps it was 
partly in consequence of this that the voters of England in 
the last election more forcibly than ever before expressed 
themselves in opposition to the expenditure of large sums of 
money for the maintenance of the army. 

In this connection the Russian nation is a particularly in
teresting subject. The peasants of Russia are thinking po
tently. The Douma, temporarily discountenanced, will be
come within a decade a power little dreamed of today by 
many of the statesmen of Europe. Russia is the one country 
in Europe that can be called the United States of Europe. 
The most despotic of governments, she nevertheless is think-
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ing today the thoughts of America and studying American 
institutions, and in the next twenty years will have enforce<l 
many of our American ideas. Like the United States, she is 
composed of many races. The Russian territories contain a 
population of 140,000,000 people, divided into 111 races. Dur
ing the past thirty years the government has been preparing 
for the formation of the most democratic state in all Europe: 
unconsciously it has been laying the foundations of a great 
constitutional monarchy with power vested in the people. 
This has been partly accomplished through the intercom
munication between remote portions of the Empire provided 
by the construction of one of the greatest railroad systems in 
the world. The government now owns about 30,000 miles of 
railroads, valued at more than $1,500,000,000. When the 
history of the past century is written, the construction of the 
great Siberian Railroad must be recorded as one of the most 
potent civilizing factors of the century. Along the line of 
that railroad millions of peasants will settle in the next 
twenty years. Emigration from European Russia into the 
Siberian territory will be rapid. Russia now bas her outlet 
on the Pacific. She contemplates building a new railroad, to 
run from Lake Baikal through Chinese territory to Pekin and 
the port of Tientsin. This road will open to the people of 
Siberia, for their agricultural products and their timber, th 
great markets of China; and the construction of the Panam 
Canal will give to this vast country a world-market. Whe 
it is remembered that Siberia is as large as the United States, 
that it is situated mostly in the temperate zone, that it is 
fertile, and that in great part the climate resembles that of 
Illinois, one can readily understand that here the Russian 
peasant will rapidly advance materially and commercially, 
and that the form of government he will ultimately have, will 
be a liberal one modeled in all probability after that of the 
United States. 

It is the destiny of the United States to extend a friendly) 
hand to the civilization that will develop in the Russian 
territory bordering on the shores of the Pacific. With the 
friendly aid of the United States, the great markets that will 
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open up for the products of field and forest and mine and 
factory of all Russia, the gradual enlightenment of the farm
ers and operatives of all classes in the way of improved 
methods learned through the agency of the international in
stitutes, the whole population of the Empire will come in 
time to have the same incentives to general progress that the 
people of the United States have; they will see their oppor
tunities in the lands they already possess, will endeavor to de
velop them to the utmost, and, like the peoples of other 
countries, will mightily oppose through their representatives 
in the Douma the maintenance of a great standing army. 

As a general proposition we may say that the principle of 
the government of the people by the people for the people, 
is becoming universal, and that when the peoples of the Euro
pean countries finally express themselves fully, it will be first 
and foremost in the way of refusing to pay taxes for the 
maintenance of great armies and navies. This will probably 
occur within the next twenty years; it will be a bloodless 
revolution; and its effect will be most beneficial and far-reach
ing, as the following considerations will indicate:-

The expenditures by the nations of Europe for military 
and naval purposes aggregate probably more than $1,500,-
000,000 per year. In the standing armies and the navies of 
those nations there are now about 4,000,000 men. This vast 
number of men constitutes just so much energy directed to 
other than productive ends. What it costs to maintain these 
men represents, on the one hand, money derived from govern
mental revenues other than taxes, which money might be used 
by the government for the public benefit; and on the other 
hand, money derived from taxes, which money, retained by 
the tax-payers, would better their condition. 

Were European states to disar~ as against one another 
and retain armies and navies for policing only, there wo11ld 
probably be released say three-quarters of these 4,000,000 
men, or 3,000,000 men in good physical condition, among them 
a considerable number of very intelligent minds. Assuming 
that one-tenth of these would emigrate to the New World, 
we have left 2,700,000 to engage in productive work in Euro-
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pean countries. Of these about 135,000 would be officers, men 
of trained minds. Assuming that these 2,700,000 men would, 
on an average, earn $400 per year apiece, this would mean 
an increase of over $1,000,000,000 per year in wages alone. 
It is likely, too, that the great majority of these men would 
work for others and receive wages considerably lower than 
the value they produce. 

And further: We should have that part of the govern
mental revenues other than taxes, and that part of the in
comes of civilians expended by them as taxes, at present de
voted to the maintenance of these men and the equipment, 
fortifications, men-of-war, etc., corresponding to them-re-dis
tributed and turned into more beneficial channels. The 
money thus set free to be applied to public improvements, and 
that now expended by civilians as taxes, but in the event of 
disarmament restored to them, would amount in round num
bers to, say, $1,000,000,000. 

We should therefore have to the credit of European nations, 
as the result of disarmament, a yearly increment of wealth 
which we may conservatively estimate at $1,000,000,000, and a 
yearly addition to public improvements and personal com
fort and well-being represented by the amount of $1,000,-
000,000,-a total betterment of $2,000,000,000 ! 

While the foregoing figures cannot in any case be consi<lered 
exact, they nevertheless are so nearly so as to indicate the 
magnitude of the benefit that would result from disarmament. 

In addition to the above, the following words from Mr. 
Vivian of the British House of Commons are to the point:
" War expenditure lessens the national and commercial credit, 
intensifies the unemployed problem, reduces the resources 
available for social reform, and presses with exceptional 
severity upon the industrial classes." 

And the following from an editorial in "The Japan Weekly 
Chronicle" (Kobe) :-"War" (and he might have added-a 
constant readiness for war) "creates an incubus of debt 
which lies as a permanent dead weight upon a country's life 
and enterprise-which militates against those works of public 
utility absolutely necessary for the national progress, and 
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necessarily imposes a burden of taxation which is felt by every 
class.'' 

The following also is pertinent :-In 1905 England spent 
on her army and navy an amount exceeding $300,000,000, 
whereas in the same year she appropriated to Education, 
Science and Art only $79,000,000. These figures need no 
comment. 

As reason, or the great common-sense of mankind, is bound 
to triumph in the end, we may predict with absolute confi
dence that in a comparatively short time-now that the move
ment has been started-the benefits that so obviously will 
accrue from the cessation of international wars, will appeal 
with so compelling a force to the peoples of Europe that the 
governments will finally heed their voice and gradually dis
arm. In this it is likely that the weaker nations will lead. 
Italy-ever one of the first nations to advance new movements 
-will vote to disarm, retaining but a moderate standing army 
and a small navy. France will follow. The people of Eng
land will presently refuse to appropriate money for extensions 
of the military or the navy: this the precursor of disarmament, 
which will follow in time. Even the people of Germany, 
headed as they are by the ambitious Kaiser, who is the sole 
force of any magnitude opposing the peace-idea, will in the 
course of a few years bring about reforms in the interests of 
reason and general well-being. 

The nations having partly disarmed, due to the enliirhten
ment of the people and their greater voice in the government, 
the appeal to arms in cases of international friction will 
inevitably become less potent than the appeal to peace through 
arbitration-with the consequent maintenance of commercial 
and governmental stability. 

Therefore-repeating our propositions: first, that the true 
function of government is the advancement of the welfare of 
all classes; and secondly, that the greater enlightenment of 
the people of all lands means ultimately the greater stability 
of government; and setting beside these propositions the fact 
that the principle of the government of the people by the 
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people for the people is becoming universal, and the fact 
that the nations are beginning to realize the self-interest that 
lies in co-operation-we have a warrant unimpeachable for 
the faith that is in us; namely, that in the course of but a 
few years we shall see the shaping of a true world-movement 
-for Japan and China, the United States of America, and 
the rest of the civilized world will join with the nations of 
Europe-toward the effectuation of an internatioual under
standing embodied in a permanent institution of universal 
scope. 

We have now considered those things that correspond to 
the hidden, unconscious forces which precede the appearance 
of the tree above ground, and we have considered the things 
which correspond to the early growth and gradual shaping of 
the tree: let us now consider that which corresponds to the 
tree itself, developed. 

In this permanent institution in which all nations will join, 
the full characteristics of the world-federation will begin to 
show forth-hesitatingly at first, for it will be subjected to 
storms of criticism, blights of self-interest, heats of prejudice; 
but, even so, it will grow the hardier, and more deeply will 
it send its roots down into the heart of humanity and to 
greater purpose will it raise aloft its noble presence in the 
pure air of altruism, of universal benefit and good-will. 

This permanent institution, this parliament of widest scope, 
which is to embody the international understanding, will from 
its very nature eventually include within its purview the more 
specialized international institutes. The details of its devel
opment we can hardly foretell with definiteness, but we may 
say with some confidence that the earliest action taken by the 
great nations of the world will probably be the signing of a 
protocol whereby they will cede to the jurisdiction of the par
liament a certain armament, a certain number of ships and 
sailors and soldiers, for the purpose of executing the decrees 
of the tribunal; thus enabling all the nations with safety to 
disarm as against one another, retaining only such armies and 
navies as they may need for policing purposes. The protocol 
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will develop into a constitution providing for executive, ju
dicial and legislative departments, and embodying articles 
which in time all nations will ratify. And upon this must 
inevitably follow the arbitration of international disputes, 
the cessation of international war. 

Strange is it to contemplate-and we see in it the working 
of the Reason which rnles the world-that to the head of the 
most despotic of the great nations and to a representative of 
the most democratic belongs the credit of first practically urg
ing the idea of the promotion of a peace universal: to the 
Czar Nicholas and to Andrew Carnegie is the ·world indebted 
for the preliminary shaping of this grand conception. 

Mr. Carnegie has given much thought to this subject. Sev
eral years ago he pointed out the great benefits that must 
result from the organization of the nations into '' The United 
States of the World." His interest in the American Society 
of International Law and in the peace conferences, and his 
construction at The Hague of the Temple of Peace, where 
will be housed the International Board of Arbitration and 
also, we hope, the International Institute of Agriculture and 
all other international institutes, for we believe that in this 
case the sooner will be effected the union of all in a true In
ternational Parliament-all this on the part of Mr. Carnegie 
will contribute much to the success of this great movement 
which has for its object the preservation of peace and the 
betterment of the peoples of all lands. 

It is greatly to be desired that the International Institute 
of Agriculture be permanently housed at The Hague. The 
presence there of the representatives of that institute, worh-ing 
together to better the economic conditions o'f their respective 
countries, would be a factor of great potency in advancing the 
cause of the International Board of Arbitration and universal 
peace. The Temple of Peace should be selected as the home 
for all the world-movements. 

With the federation of the nations under a constitution 
ratified by all; with the devotion of human energies in this 
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way to the material, intellectual, and moral welfare of hu
manity; with the growth of tolerance through knowledge; 
with the perception which is bound to arise, of the inter
relation of all mankind and of the fact that the happiness 
and prosperity of other peoples contribute to our own pros
perity and happiness ;-with all this we have the fullness of 
growth which corresponds to the developed and firmly planted 
tree,-a tree indeed, whose trunk is humanity itself, whose 
greater limbs are the greater nations and whose smaller limbs 
are the smaller nations, whose roots are the roots of humanity 
in the Source of All, whose sap is the Spirit of Life. 

Inevitable, fateful, not to be stayed in its growth-obviously 
a part of the Divine Plan-proceeds this great idea. Let the 
mothers and the teachers of the land aid in its progress. To 
spread this gospel is a work of sublime importance. Men and 
women are needed for this, and men and women are needed in 
whom to embody the delegated powers of the nations. In 
every nation is one person best fitted to serve as its representa
tive. At the present we are singularly favored-we Ameri
cans: our most efficient person is known to us. I refer to our 
President, Theodore Roosevelt. 

Already has President Roos~velt achieved for himself a per
manent place in history. The great services he has, even so 
far, :rendered the cause of international arbitration and of 
the world's peace, have determined that. His timely and insis
tent mediation in the Russo-Japanese war resulted in bringing 
to a conclusion and to a satisfactory settlement one of the 
most costly and bloody conflicts in the history of civilization. 
His work, together with that of President McKinley and 
John Hay, prevented the partition of China; and during his 
administration the United States has taken its place among 
the great world-powers. Besides this, the tendency of his 
mind and scope. of his thought are plainly evinced in this 
recent sending of Mr. Root on his mission to our sister na
tions in South America-a mission which will · not only 
assure them of our cordiality and goodwill, but will tend to 
bring them into closer relations with one another and ameli-
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orate greatly the industrial, commercial, and other condi
tions prevailing among them, by leading them to the 
principle of resorting in cases of misunderstanding-. not to 
arms, but to arbitration, thus to a considerable extent direct
ing them into line with the great world-movements. 

When Mr. Roosevelt shall have completed his work as 
Chief Executive, what better cause can he serve than that 
of the active promotion of universal peace? Our country 
urgently needs as its representative in the conferences at The 
Hague a man such as he. It should appoint him, and should 
empower him unstintedly to act with his confreres from the 
other great nations in formulating a plan for international 
arbitration and federation. He has proved his worth and his 
capacity. He would attain the end he set out to attain. We 
hope-nay, we urge-that when the time is opportune, the 
United States of America constitute him its Permanent Dele
gate to the International Board of Arbitration, the first 
Parliament of the Federation of the World. 

How better conclude than with the vision of a poet 
whose insights the world is hastening to verify and confirm 
to the full? Looking from the past to the future, he noted 
the progress of humanity from the reign of physical force 
and compulsion-the day of the brute in man-and saw it 
culminate in the regnancy of moral suasion and justice-the 
day of true manhood, when: 

"-- the war-drum throbb'd no longer, and tho 
battle-flags were furl 'd 

In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the 
world.'' 

And going farther-searching to the heart of things with 
the eye of insight-he prophesies the next step, the elimina
tion of internal, that is, industrial or insurrectionary, strife 
under the sway of Reason ;-the outcome of it all, when: 

' ' -- the common sense of most shall hold a fretful 
realm in awe, 

And the kindly earth shall slumber, lapt in uni
versal law.'' 
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merce, Finance and Taxation) of the Congress and the American Economic 
Association. This section will be the guest of the American Economic Association 
at the meetings on Wednesday afternoon and on Thursday morning, while on 
Thursday afternoon there will be a joint session of the two bodies. 

Information respecting these various meetings can be obtained from the Secre
taries, who are in part as follows : American Historical Association, W. G. Leland, 
Carnegie Institution, Washington, D. C. ; American Statistical Association, C. W. 
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PROGRAM 

Papers in the regular sessions are limited to twenty minutes each, disc1Jssions to 
ten minutes for each speaker named on the program, five minutes f or others. 
Those who -read papers or take part in the disettssions are requested to f urnish the 
Secretary with manuscript of their papers or remarks. 

MONDAY, December 27 

9 P . M. Reception by the Secretary of State and the Officers of the Pan 
American Scientific Congress to the members of the visiting 
Scientific Societies, at the Pan American Union, Seventeenth 
Street 

TUESDAY, December 28 

IO A. M . FIRST SESSION. Large Banquet Hall , Hotel Raleigh 

Presiding, President Willcox 

Paper : Probable Changes in Foreign Trade of the United States 
Resulting from the European War 
Emory R . Johnson, University 0f Pennsylvania 

Discussion under the ten minute rule 

Moritz J . Bonn, University of Munich 
Glover D. Hancock, Washington and Lee University 
Carl E. Parry, Ohio State University 
B. 0 . Hough, New York City 
R. H . Hess, University of Wisconsin. 

General discussion under the five minute rule 
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Discussion under the ten minute rule 

John A. Fairlie, University of 1llinois 
Charles McCarthy, University of Wisconsin 
S. Gale Lowrie, University of Cincinnati 

General discussion under the five minute rule 

2 P. M. Meeting of the Executive Committee. Hotel R aleigh 

3:30 P. M . SECOND SESSION. Continental Hall, Eighteenth Street 

Joint meeting with the American Historical Association in the inter
ests of securing a building for housing the federal archives 

Presiding, The Honorable Miles Poindexter, United States Senator 
from Washington 



Addresses 

r. The Value of Archives to the Student of Economics 
Frank W. Taussig, Harvard University 

2. The Value of Archives to the Administration 
Gaillard Hunt, Library of Congress 

3. Some Examples of what American States, Cities, and Business 
Corporations have done for the Preservation of their Archives
Illustrated 
Benjamin F. Shambaugh, University of Iowa 

4. Some Examples of what Foreign Governments have done for the 
Preservation of their Archives-Illustrated 
Waldo G. Leland, Carnegie Institution of Washington 

5. Some Examples of Present Conditions in the Federal Archives
Illustrated 
Leo F. Stock, Carnegie Institution of Washington 

6. Architectural Studies of the Proposed National Archive Building
Illustrated 
Louis A. Simon, Washington, D. C. 

8 P. M. THIRD SESSION. Hotel Willard 

Joint meeting with the American Historical Association 
Presiding, Rear-Admiral Charles Herbert Stockton, U. S. N., President 

of George \Vashington University 

Presidents' Addresses 

r. The Apportionment of Representatives 
\Valter F. Willcox, American Economic Association 

2. The Relation of History to Nationalism 
H. Morse Stephens, American Historical Association 

Following the session on Tuesday evening, a section of the Grill 
Room of the Hotel Raleigh will be reserved for the members of 
the Associations who wish to gather for a smoker. 

WEDNESDAY, December 29 

9:30 A. M. Business meeting of the Association, with reports of officers, com
mittees, etc. Oak Room, Hotel Raleigh. 

ro:30 A. M. FOURTH SESSION. Oak Room, Hotel Raleigh 

Subject: Economic Costs of War 

r. The theoretical side, John Bates Clark, Columbia University 
2. The statistical side, W. S. Rossiter, Concord, N. H. 

Discussion under the ten minute rule 

George E. Barnett, Johns Hopkins University 
E. W. Kemmerer, Princeton University 
John Koren, Boston, Massachusetts 
Alvin S. Johnson, Cornell University 

General discussion under the five minute rule 



12-2 P. M. Luncheon* 

2:30 P. M. FIFTH SESSION. Large Banquet Hall, Hotel Raleigh 

Presiding, Balthasar H. Meyer, Interstate Commerce Commission 
Subject : Recent Tendencies in Economic Theory 

Paper: Economic Theorizing and Scientific Progress 
J. H. Hollander, Johns Hopkins University 

Paper : The Role of Money in Economic Theory 
Wesley C. Mitchell, Columbia University 

Discussion under the ten minute rule 

John M. Clark, University of Chicago 
H. J. Davenport, University of Missouri 
David Friday, University of Michigan 
W. H. Hamilton, Amherst College 

General discussion under the five minute rule 

8:30 P. M. Reception by the Regents and Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution to the Scientific Societies meeting in Washington, 
at the New National Museum, Tenth and B Streets, N. W. 

THURSDAY, December 30 

9:30 A . M. Business meeting of the Association, for the election of officers, 
etc. Large Banquet Hall, Hotel Raleigh 

10:30 A. M. SIXTH SESSION. Large Banquet Hall, Hotel Raleigh 

Paper: Maintenance of Retail Prices 
Frank W. Taussig, Harvard University 

Discussion under the ten minute rule 

L. H. Haney, University of Texas 
W. F. Gephart, Washington University 
J. R . Turner, Cornell University 
P. T. Cherington, Harvard University 

General discussion under the five minute rule 

12-2 P. M. Luncheon* 

2:30 P. M. Sitv:S:NTH SESSION. Large Banquet Hall, Hotel Raleigh 

Joint meeting with Section IX of the Pan American Scientific 
Congress 

Subject : The Relation of Public Finance to Private Credit 

Paper : The Requisites for the Encouragement of the Investment of 
Foreign Capital 
Willard Straight, New York City 

*On Wednesday and Thursday from 12 to 2 o'clock, a special dollar luncheon will be served in 
a reserved section of the main dining room of the Hotel Raleigh. 
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Discussion under the ten minute rule 

C. M. Pepper, Washington, D. C. 
G. E. Roberts, New York City 
W. S. Kres, New York City 

General discussion under the five minute rule 

Paper: (To be announced) 

Discussion 

6:30 P. M. Subscription dinner, at $1.00 per plate, for the women members 
of the American Economic Association, the American Historical 
Association, and the American Political Science Association, 
at the Hotel Powhatan, Pennsylvania Avenue and Eighteenth 

Street 

9 P. M. Smoker at the Hotel Raleigh, to which the visiting members of 
the Association are invited by the local members. 



TRANSPORTATION 

It is not probable that reduced railroad fares will be offered. Negotiations are still 
in progress, however, and if special rates are secured it is probable that local ticket 
agents can give information concerning them. The Secretary's office will be glad 
to furnish further information upon request. 

HEADQUARTERS 

The headquarters of the Association will be at the Hotel Raleigh, Twelfth Street 
and Pennsylvania Avenue, and all of the meetings except the joint sessions with 
the American Historical Association will be held in the hotel. 

A Bureau of Information and Registration will be maintained on the first floor 
of the Raleigh, and members are asked to register there upon their arrival. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

The Raleigh makes the following special rates for accomodations : 
Rooms for one person, $2, $2.50 and $3 per day 
Rooms for two persons, $3, $3.50 and $4 per day 
Rooms with bath for one person,$3 1 $3.50, and $4 per day 
Rooms with bath for two persons, $3.50, $4, $4.50, and $5 per day 
Rooms with twin beds, two persons to a room, $4 and $5 per day 
Rooms with twin beds and bath, two persons to room, $5, $6, $7, and $8 per day 
Parlor, bedroom, and bath, for two persons, $ro and $I2 per day. 

It will be noticed that the minimum rate for a room without bath, when occupied 
by one person, is $2 per day, for two persons, $3, or f;r.50 each. These three
dollar rooms are furnished with one double bed, but for those of our members who 
so desire, a couch-bed, to give separate sleeping accommodations, will be installed 
without additional charge. 

Other hotels at which accommodations may be secured are : 
Bellevue, 15th and I Streets 
Capitol Park, Union Station Plaza 
Cochran, 14th and K Streets 

Congress Hall, New Jersey Ave., S. E., near Capitol and opposite House 
Office Building 

Continental, Union Station Plaza 
Gordon, 16th and I Streets 
Harrington, uth and E Streets 
New Ebbett, 14th and F Streets 
New Richmond, 17th and H Streets 

New Varnum, New Jersey Avenue and C Street, S. E., near Capitol and 
opposite House Office Building 

Occidental, Pennsylvania Avenue 
Powhatan, Pennsylvania Avenue, 18th and H Streets 
Shoreham, 15th and H Streets 
\Villard, 14th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue 

9286 
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