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are owing to the force of attra@tion, and depeng
Onitap picticular e on digeneral ofct
However clearithefe  ideas: appeat. to sy
expe@ ot to fec them adopted.  The people
never reafon but from their fenfation. andingg
tural. philofophers judge from their prejudices
Al thefe muft, therefore, be fet afide, and very
fempillyremaingronformsanpropér, udz
But this s the fato of Truth; fhe is content
with a few admiters, and is always loftin g
crowd: Though atall times auguftand majeft
he is_ often. obfeured: by fantaftic ractions, ot
totally effaced. by brilliantchimeras. . ‘Ti
Howevies siglic staannes finyisbichid diwhe s
underfiand Nature ;.and , perhaps the. is. il
more fimple: A fingle force is the caufe of the
phanomena exhibited by brute matter ; and this
force, when combined with. that of heat, pro-
ghichythaEATivingipasticledson hich ol
€ffecs of organized bodies depend. i

The GIRAFFE, or CAMELOPARD®.

HE camelopard is one of the moft beauti=

ful and largeft quadrupeds: Without be-

ing noxious, he s at the fame time extremely
ufdlefs. The enormous difproportion of his legs,
of which thofe before arc double the length of
thofe bebind, prevents him from exercifing his
powers. His body has no flability; he has a
fggering gait; and his movements are flow
and_confirained. When at liberty, he cannot
efeape from his enemies, ot can e ferve man
in

+ The camelopard. has Mot ficsit Horns, covered. vith hair,
truncated at the end, and ol N Tn the forchead,
e B oerle. sbout two inches high, refembling a dhird
B ke heights from the crown of the had o the fles of
the forefoet, is feventeen feet, and that from the top of the rump.
o of the hind.fct,only sine : The length of the body
e . from the thers to the lois, only fix feet,The
e are ot longer than the hind legs but he houldersare
B o hic give the difproporionte hegh between
E The homns are fx inches long. The
e LTl dha of a fag. The neck is lender and clegant, and
oo apper e ther 3 & hort mane.The cars arelrge, and
et . with fron i a¢ the end: The coloue of the
5 diny white, marked with large, broad, rully

x

Siraphab, Zurnaba,
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in a domeftic flate. The fpecics s not tiumes
rous, and has always been confined to the defery
of thiopia, and to fome provinces in the fouh
of Africa and India. As thefe countrics were
unknown to the Greeks, Ariftotle has made no
‘mention of this animal. ~ Pliny fpeaks of it, and
Oppian deferibes it in 2 manner which s by no
means ambiguous ¥.  The Camelopardalis, ths

been adopted by the modern uropeans.  Canclpardsli
Greek and Lain. gives the coymology. of ki com
« Cameloram,” he remarks, * aliqua fniladois

in Ethiopes vocant._Collo

S e R ol Ty
rutlum calorem difinguendbus, unde
iatoris Cafaris Circenfibus ludis

primum vifa
jam feritate confpicua :

P
et i
mius Camelopardum ; Gefuer. Hit. Quad. p.1
et bt
e e sl e
e ek el kel
P e Ry
i ey e
B s
Camopardt s Pl 5.5 o 33 DioCaffn, 35
Prieut. pavim. Shavw’s Supplemcy Conego i
1. 466, Alirov. de = e
et S o
Migin. Hift. Egypt. tam. . p. 236. 1aba 14 /5. 4 o
Tragus girafa; Kiein. Quad. p. 22,

r.14. U o h
rapbab; Perfica Seraphab;, Septuaginta Cassel

Cervus camelopardalus, cornibus fimplici
longifimis ; Lins. b Nar. . 92.
- Oy Veoar, lib. fil.
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Jaft author  remarks, has fome refemblance to
the camel. Its fin is fpotted like that of the
panther, and its neck is as long as that of the
vamel, Its head and cars are fmall, its feet large,
and its legs long, but unequal, thofe before
being much taller than. thofe behind, - which are
very fhort, and feem to bring the rump of the
animal down to the ground. . Upon the head,
near the ears, there are two eminences like two
fmall fraight horns, Its mouth refembles that
of the flag 3. the teeth are fmall and white, the
eyes brilliant, the tail fhort, and garnithed with
black hairs 2t the point. By adding to this de-
cription. of Oppian thofe of Heliodorus and
Strabo, we fhall have a pretty juft idea of the
camelopard.  The Zithiopian ambaffadors, fays
Heliodorus, brought an animal of the fize of a
camel, whofe fkin was marked with lively fpots
and brilliant colours, and whofe pofterior parts
were much lower than the anterior.  The neck,
though attached to a pretty large body, was thin,
the head, in figure, refembled that of the ca-
mel, and, in fize, it was not twice as large as
that of the oftrich. The eyes appear to be
tinged with different colours. The gait of this
animal was different from that of all other qua~
drupeds, which in walking lift their feet diago-
nally, that is, the right fore foot with the left
hind foot. But the camelopard ambles natu-
rally, lifting the two right or the two left fect
together, It is a gentle creature, and may be

condutted
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conducted at pleafure by a finall cord put found
its head *. There is, fays Strabo, a large animg]
in Aithiopia, called camelopardalis, though it hag
no refemblance” to the panther; for its fkin s
not fpotted in the fame manner. ' The fpots of
the panther are circular, and thofe of the came=
fopard refemble the fpots of the fawn or young
flag. The pofterior parts of its body are much
Iower than the anterior ; fo that, at the rump, it

igher than an ox, and at the fhoulders
3 acamel. From this difpropor-
tion of parts, its motions fhould not be quick,
It is a mild animal, does no mifchief, and feeds
upon herbs and leaves .

Belon is the firft author who has given a good
defeription of the camelopard. ¢ T faw,” fays he,
¢ at the caftle of Cairo, an animal commonly
¢ called Zurnapa. It was formerly denominated

Camelopardalis, a name compounded of leopard

and camel; for it is variegated with the fpots of
aleopard, and has a long neck, like the camel,

It is a moft beautiful creature, as gentle in its

difpofitions as a fheep, and more amiable than
any other wild beaft. Its head is nearly fimilar
to that of the flag, except in fize. Its horns
are bluat, fix inches long, and covered with
hair ; thofe of the male are longer than thofe
of the female. Both male and female have
large ears, like thofe of a cow, and a black
* Heliodorus, lb. x. + Strabo, fib. xvi. et xvii.
¢ tongue
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tongue refembling that of an ox. It has no
tecth in the upper jaw. The neck is long,
firaight, and flender. The horns are round
and delicate, the legs long and flender, and
thofe behind are fo low, that the animal feems
to ftand on end.  Its feet refemble thofe of an
ox. Its tail, which hangs as low as the hock,
s round, having hairs three times as grofs as
thofe of a horfe. The hair on the body is
white and red.  Its manner of running is
fimilar to that of the camel. When it runs,
the two fore feet move together. It lies on its
belly, and has hard protuberances on its breaft
and thighs, like the camel.  When ftanding, it
cannot browfe the grafs, without fpreading its
fore fect very wide, and even then the opera=
tion is performed with great difficulty ; for
which reafon it could not live in the fields, if
it were not fupplied with the leaves and fprigs
of trees *.”
The defeription of Gillius is fill better than
that of Belon. ©1 faw, (fays Gillius, chap. 9.)
three giraffes at Cairo. 'They had two horns
of fix inches in length, and, on the middle of
the front, a protuberance about two inches
high, which refembled a third horn. 'This.
animal, when he raifes his head, is fixteen feet
high; the neck alone is feven fect; and the
length, from the extremity of the tail o the end:
of the nofe, is twenty-two feet. . The fore and
» Obferv. de Belon, p. 118.
VOL. VI H ¢ hind
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¢ hind legs are nearly of an equal height. By
¢ the fore thighs are fo difproportionally long,
¢ that the back of the animal inclines like the
¢ roof of a houfe. The whole body is marked
¢ with large yellow fpots, nearly of a fquu
¢ figure. .. ». It has cloven feet like the ox. The
¢ upper lip protrudes beyond the under. The

¢ tail is flender, with hairs at the point.. Tt rue |

¢ minates and eats herbage, like the ox. Its mane
¢ extends from the top of the head along the
¢ back. When it walks, its legs and flanks on
¢ both fides feem to be alternately lame; and,
¢ when it broufes herbage or drinks, it is obliged
¢ to fpread its fore legs prodigioufly wide.”
Gefner quotes Belon for affirming that the
Torns of the giraffe fall off like thofe of the fil
low deer*, 1 could never difcover this fat in
Belon.  He only fays, in the above pafage, that
the horns of the giraffc are covered with hain
He makes no other mention of this animal, ex-

cept when treating of the axis, where he remarks, |

¢ that the ground colour of the giraffc s white,

and that the large fpots feattered over the body
ate reddifh, but not fo red as thofe of the
axist." This fa@, however, which I canno
where difeover, would be of great importancein
determining the nature of the giraffe ; for, if s
horns fhed annually, it belongs to the deer kind;
and, on the other hand, if its horns ate perma=

. Emﬁ et damis comnua cadunt ; Belon, Gyfuer, Hit.

o + Obferv, de Belon, p. 12

neat,
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nent, it muft be referred to the ox or goat kind.
‘Until we obtain a diftinc knowledge of this fact,
we cannot affirm, as out nomenclators have done,
that the giraffe belongs to the genus of fags;
and it is aftonifhing that Haffelquift, ‘who has
Lately given a very long and very inanimated
defeription of this animal, has faid nothing con=
cerning its nature., After amaffing methodically,
that s, like a {chool-boy, a hundred minute and
infignificant chara&ers, he fays not a fyllable
regarding the fubftance of the horns, and leaves
us ignorant whether they are folid or hollow,
whether they fhed or not, whether, in a word,
they are awood or homs. I here give Haflel-
quift’s ¥ defeription, not on account of its utilil:y,

ut

® Cervus camelopardalis. Caput prominens, labium fupe-
aferivs tenue 3 naes oblong, amples pili ri-
idi, fparf in s

K ids, diinifim, feic wn compofia. Oculi ad latera
pits, vertci quam roftro, ut et fronti quam collo, propiores.
lingua _cornua_fimpl ca, brevifimas
‘cralla, i vertice capiis fita, pilofa bafi pilis longiffmis ri-
gidis tc@a, apice pilis longioribus erefls, rigidifimis, apicem
Tongitudine fuperantibus, cin@a, Apex cornuum in medio
borum pilorom obtufus nudus. Eminentia in fronte, infr
cornua, inferias oblonga humilior, fuperius elevatior, fubrotunda,
police parum depreffa, inmqualis. _Auricula ad latera capitis
infra comua pone illa poita. Collom ereftum, compreffum,
longifimum, verfus caput angafifimom, inferius latiufcalum.
Crura cylindrica_anterioribus plus quam dimidio loogioribus.
“Tuburculom craffum, durum in_genuflexum. - Ungues bifulci,
angulati. Pili brevifimi wniverfam corpus, caput, et pedes
nz teguat.
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but of its Gingularity, and, at the fime. time
to perfuade travellers to ufe their own eyes, 4
ot to view objects through the medium of other
men's: It is necellury to caution them agaif
fuch methodical arrangements, the authors of
which lay reafon afide, and believe themfelves
wife in proportion to their want of genius. Have
we advanced a fingle fep, after fatiguing ours
felves with this enumeration of minute, equivo-
caly and ufelefs characters? Do not the deferipe
tions given by the ancients and moderns, in the
palfages above quoted, convey a more difling
picture, and clearer ideas of this animal? Fi
gures fapply all fuch trifing characters ; it i the
province of hiftory to mark thofe which are
more important : A fingle glance of the eyc upon
a good figure conveys more information than

tegunt, Linea pils rigidis ongioribus per dorfum & capce s
candam extenfs, Cauda teres, lumboram dimida lovgiruding
non jobata. _ Color toris, corpors, cap 3
ffdh ex fomogincis variegatus. Macalepaliar Iniadig
figara_ irregulri, in vivo

Magritud

imali ex lucldicri et obfeuriore
; ?

wem dorf fpith. 24. Longitudo capitis fpich. 4,

d 10, pedum anter. fpich. 11
i

git. piloram in dorfo.poll. 3
inentiam {pich. £, prope maxillam f

i 13, 2d bafin fith, 2

13, pofter. fith,

. . Defer
aimalisfrftam 5 animl o sondum i /.
Jilguif, Rofisck 1762, s

deferiptions
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deferiptions of this Kind, which always become
Crore obfeure in proportion to their minutenefs:
T the year 1764, a drawing of the giraffe
accompanied with fome remarks, was fent to the
Seademy of fcicnces, from which we learn, that
fhis animal, which was thought to be peculiar
to Ethiopia *, is likewife found in the neigh-
bourhood of the Cape of Good Hope.  The
figure i [0 incorre®, that no ufe can be made of
i; but, as the remarks contain a kind of de
{eription, they merit infertion., ¢ In an expedi=
¢ tion; made in the year 1702, two hundred
¢ eagues to thenorth of the Cape of Good Flope,
¢ we found the camelopardalis, whofe figure we
¢ have fubjoined. The body refembles that of
< an ox, and the head and neck thofe of a horfe.
< All thofe we met with were white with brown
< fpots. It has two horns, and cloven fect. The
¢two we killed, and whofe fkins have been
< tranfimitted to Europe, were. of the following
¢ dimenfions : The length of the head, one foot
 cight inches; the height, from the extremity
< of the fore-foot to the withers, ten feet, and
¢ from the withers to the top of the head, feven
¢ feet, in all feventeen feet high. The length,

“The giraff is no where found but in ZEthiopia. I faw two
tame ones in the royal palace. 1 remarked, that, when they
wanted to drick, they were obliged o fpread the fore-legs very
Wide, otherwife, though their necks were, long, they coald not
Yesch the water. W L relate, 1 faw with my eyes ; Relation de
Thevenst, . 10.

n3 ¢ from
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¢ from the withers to the reins, is five feet f;

¢ inches, and from the reins to the tail, one. fo::
¢ fix inches : Thus, the whole length of the bod;

¢is feven feet. 'The height, from the hind feey(
“to the reins, is cight feet fix inches. From
¢ the difproportion in the height and length, it
¢ appears that this animal can be of little |‘|fe
¢ He feeds upon the leaves of trees; and, whey
¢ he wants to dink, or o take any thing from
€ the furface of the earth, he is obliged to bend.
¢ down on his knees.”

Irf examining what travellers have faid con.
cerning the giraff, I find they allagree, thatthis
animal, when in its natural fituation, can reach
w_nh its head from fixteen to feventeen feet
high*; and that its fore legs are twice as lon
as the hind legs  fo that, when it fits on its cry :
per, it feems to be entirely on end t. They

likewife
S oS v e+ g
e
e o iy

. 'he fame remark may be made with regard t *
ity Fini, i b G v of b o o

it The forefece of the girafle are wics 2 long o thle
By fopporing 3 long fisight Gnder b
= part of dhe animal © 2 prodigious height. I
head searly reembles that of & Mg, except hat e
homs
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likewife agree, that, on account of this difpro<
portion, it canno run quickly ; that its difpo~
Ftions are extremely mild ; that, by this qualitys
20 well as by other phyfical habits, -and even by
the form. of the body, it approaches nearer to
the nature of the camel than any other animal 3
and that it is one of the ruminating animals,
2nd, like them, wants the cutting tecth in the
upper jaw.  We likewife learn, from the teftin
mony of fome voyagers, that this animal is
found in the fouthern parts of Africa, as well as
in thofe of Afia * .

From what we have related, it is evident, that
the giraffe is a peculiar fpeies, and very dif
horns cxceed not half 2 foot in length. Trs ears are long, like
thofe of 2 cow, and it has no teeth in the upper jaw. Its hairs

e round and fine, its imbs fender, refembling thofe of &
ofe of 2 bl

s

manners and difpofiions, it refe
Fillawonts 3. 688, — X fae, a¢the cafle of Ciro, two girafis.
heir mexk was longer than that of the camel, and they had tvo
horesof half  foot in length, on the top of the head, and 2 mall
e on the front. The two fore-legs were very long, and the
Sind ones remarkably forts Cofagraphis du Levant, par Thevet,
2143
T e iland of Zanzibar, in the neighbourhood of Mada-
gafear, ther s cerin quadroped called grafior giraf, Which
e 2 neck sbout a fachom and & halfin lengsh, and its fore-legs
e mouch Tonger than thofe behind. Is head is fmal, and of
iforens colotrs, a3 well ss the body. ‘This animal s very mild
on s Defripe. des Indes Oricn=
Giraffa animal adeo
Homines videns in fogam
frtur, tamets non it mulee, velocitatiss Leow, Afvic. Defrits
Ay, tom. i o745+
H 4 ferent
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ferent from all others. ~ He feems, however, to

make a nearer approach to the camel than ty

the flag or the ox. Itis true the giraffe has two

Horns, and the camel has none: But the other

sefemblances are o numerous, that T am not fir-

prifed to fee the appellation of udian camel be-

fowed on him by fome travellers. ~ Befides, we

Jnow not the fubftance of which the horns of

the giraffe are compofed ; and, confequently, we

know not whether by this part he approaches

nearer to the ftag or to the ox: They may, pee
haps, be a fubflance very different from cither,
They may be compofed of a congeries of hairs,
like the horns of the rhinoceros ; or they may
be a fubftance of a peculiar texture. Nomens
clators feem to have been firft led into the blune
der of ranking the giraffe with the flags; by the
pretended paage of Belon, quoted by Gelner,
which, if real, would be decifive of the point;
They appear likewife to have mifunderftood what
has been mentioned by authors concerning the
hair of thefe horns. They imagined that thefe
writers had faid, that the horns of the giraffe
were clothed with hair, like the new fprung
horns of the flag;. and hence concluded that
they were of the fame nature.  We fee, on the
contrary, from the notes above quoted, that the
horns of the giraffe are only furrounded with
hair, and have 2 tuft of large coarfe hairs at the
point, and not clothed with a down or velvet,
like thofe of the ftag. From this circumftance,
it

OR CAMELOPARD. 12t

1t 45 not improbable, that the horns of the giraffe
are compofed: of @ congeries of hairs nearly in
the fame manner as thofe of the rhinoceros:
Their blunt or truncated points feem to favour
this idea. Befides, if we confider that, in all
animals, which carry soond inftead of horns, as
the elk, the rein-deer, the ftag, the roebuck, &c-
this 2o00d is always divided into branches or
antlers, and that, on the contrary, the horns of
the giraffe are fimple, and confift but of one
frem, we will be convinced that they are not of
the fame nature, unlefs analogy, in this inflance,
be entirely violated. The tubercle on the front,
which appears to be a third horn, firengthens
this opinion. ‘The two horns, which are not
pointed, but blunt at the extremiles, are per=
haps only tubercles ; of a greater length than the
former. The fe according to the tefti=
mony of all travellers, have horns as well as the
males, only they are fomeswhat fmaller, If the
giraffe really belonged to the deer kind, andlogy
would again fuffer violation ; for, among ll the
animals of this kind, none of the females; ‘ex~
cept the female rein-deer, have horns, atid we
have given the reafon of this phznomena: ' On
the other hand, as the giraffe, on account of the
exceflive height of its Timbs, ‘cannot feed ‘upon
herbage, but with great difficulty ; as its chicf
and almoft only food confifts of the leaves and
buds of trees, it may be prefumed, that the fab=
ftance of the horns, which are the moft confpi=
cuous
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cuous refidue of the organic particles derived
from the food, is analogous to wood, like that
of the ftag. Time will confirm one or other of
thefe conjectures. A fingle word more added
to Haflelquits minute defeription would haye
determined the genus of this animal. But fchool
boys, who have only their mafter's gamut in thel

heads, or rather in their pockets, muft perpetue |

ally blunder, and make the moft effential omif
fions ; becaufe they renounce that fpiri of re-
fearch which ought to guide every obferver, and

fee only through the falfe medium of arbitrary |

arrangements, which prevents them from reflects
ing on the nature and relations of the objecs they
meet with, and obliges them to deferibe upona
bad model. As every obje@ difiers materially
from another, the whole fhould be treated ina
different manner. A fingle charater happily dif-
covered, is more decifive, and conveys more
knowledge of the fubjedt, than a thoufand minute
and trifling features; for in proportion to their
number, they neceffarily become equivocal and
common, and, of courfe, fuperfluous, if not hurts
ful to the real knowledge of Nature, who fports
with the rules we preferibe to her, foars above
all methodical diftributions, and can only be
perceived by the penctrating eye of genius.

OR CAMELOPARD. 13
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WE here give the figure of a giraffe from @
drawing tranfimitted to us from the Cape of
Good Hope, which we have redified in fome
points from the information of Mr. Bruce. With
regard to the horns of this animal, we are fill
uncertain whether they are permanent, like thofe
of the ox, antlope, goat, thinoceros, &c. or
whether they are annually renewed like thofe
of the decr-kind. They feem to grow during
the firlt years of the animal's life; but they
never rife toa great height; for the longeft which
have been feen exceeded not twelve or thirteen
inches; and they are generally not above fix or
eight inches. ‘We are indebted to M. Allamand,
a celebrated Profeflor at Leyden, for the exaét
knowledge we have obtained concerning thefe
horns. The following is an extract of a letter
he wrote on this fubject to M. Daubenton, dated
Oober 31, 1766.

« 1 have the honour to inform you, that T
am in poffeffion of a ftufied giraffe. Both
you and M. de Buffon have exprefled a defire
to know the nature of its horns. I have cut
off one of them, which I fend you, that
you may have a more exat idea of it. You

Wwill remark, that this giraffe was very young.

The Governour of the Cape, from whom I re-

¢ caived
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¢ ceived it, writes me, that it was Killed whey
¢ lying near its mother. Its height is about fix
< feefT ! irdlhohils, G cdurl; dte Lhbrefiet)
« exceeding two inches and a half. - They ar
axesy wherscoverediwiths {kin andhairs/y il
thofe at the point are much longer than th
others; and form a pencil, the height of whidh
exdéed that of e horn. /The bafe of the hong
s more than an inch broad, and confequenty
SimalagchtulcicqnessTo difeover skl
it wa Hollow 7 flidy T fawed it through loig
gituditally, along with. a portion'of. the fkul
asubichiit adheredss X found,it.tobe foigfl
and a lttle fpongy, becaufe it had not yet ace
quised.allits confiftence, - Such.is it texture
that it -appears ot to.be compofed, like that
Of the. rlinoceros, of hairs united togethers
and . sefembles. the horns of the flag more
than thofe of any other animal. T would even
fay, that there is no difference’ between thele
two fubfances, if I were certain, that  horn
lately fent to me under that name, was realy
the horn of a giraffe. It is fraighe, half 8
foot long, and pretty much pointed. . There
ill remain fome velliges of the fkin with
which it had been covered 5 and it differs from
a,flg's horn only in figure. ~If thefe obfer=
vations are.not fufficient, T fhall with pleafure
fend you the two horns, that you may ex-
amine them along with M. de Buffon, - Witk
regard-to,this animal, I hould farther rematk,
¢ that
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¢ that the alledged difference between its fore
¢ and hind legs feems to be greatly exaggera-
¢ ted; for it is hardly perceptible in my young
< giraffe

Befide thele horns which are found on the
head of the female giraffe, as well as on that of
the male, there is, at almoft'an equal diftance
between the noftrils and eyes, a remarkable ex-
erefcence, which feems to be a bone covered

b a foft fkin, and garnifhed with fimooth hair.
his offeous excrefcence is more than three
inches long, and is much inclined toward the
front, or makes a very acute angle with the bone
of the nofe. The colour of this animal’s robe
is a bright fhining yellow, and the fpots are, in
general, thomboidal.

It is extremely probable, fiom the infpection
of thefe horns, which are folid, and refemble in
fubftance the horns of the ftag, that the giraffe
may be ranked in the fame genus : - Of this there
could not remain a doubt, if we were: certain
that he fhied his horns annually.  But it is now
unqueftionable hat he ought to be feparated
from the ox-kind, and other animals whofe
horns are hollow. Meanwhile, we fhall confi
der this large and beautiful animal as confti-
tuting a particular and folitary genus, which
cortefponds very well with the other fa@ts in Na-
ture, who, in voluminous fpecies, never doubles
her productions. The clephant, the thincceros,
the hippopotamus, and perbaps the girafle, are

mals,
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animals forming particular genera, or folitary
fpecies, who have no collaterals.  This is 3
privilege which feems to be conferred folely
on animals which greatly furpafs all others iy
magnitude.

To a letter T received from Holland, the
fubfeription of which was illegible, I had the
following defeription of a giraffe :

¢ Africa produces no animal more beautiful |

¢ or more curious than the giraffe. From the
point of the nofe to the tail, he is twenty-five
feet long. He has received the name of G-
melopard, becaufe he fomewhat refembles the

his neck, &c. and becaufe his robe is va=
riegated with irregular fpots, like that of the
leopard.  He is found at twenty-four leagues
from the Cape of Good Hope, and is fil
more frequent at greater diftances.  The teeth
of this animal are fimilar to thofe of the flag,
His homns are a foot long: They are ftraight
asa man’s arm, garnifhed with hair, and feem
to be truncated at their extremitics. The neck
conftitutes at leaft onc half of the length of
the animal, which, in figure, pretty much re-
fembles that of a horfe.  The tail would alfo
be pretty fimilar, if it were equally furnithed
with hair as that of the horfe. The legs are
like thofe of the flag; the feet are garnithed
¢ with very black, obtufe, and widely feparated
¢ hoofs.  When the animal leaps, he firft raifes

camel in the figure of his head, the length of |
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the two fore feet, and then thofe behind, as 2
hosfe would do who had his two fore feet tied
together. He runs flowly, and with a bad
race: He may be cafily overtaken in the
chafe. He carries his head always high, and
feeds on the leaves of trees only, being un=
able to pafture on the ground, on account of
his great height. When he drinks, he s obliged
{0 reft on his knees. The females are gene~
rally of a bright yellow colour, and the males
of a brownifh yellow. Some of them. are
nearly white, with brown or black fpots.”

Supplement from Schneider’s. Edition.

¢ M. de Buffon, with much propriety, blames.
our modern nomenclators, becaufe, when treat-
ing of the giraffe, they are filent with regard
to the nature of his horns, which alone can
form a criterion to afeertain the fpecies o
which he belongs ; and becaufe they give dry
and minute deferiptions, without adding: a
figure. ' We fhall endeavour to fupply both
thefe defedts.

¢ M. Allamand, profefior of natural hiftory
in the univerfity of Leyden, is in poffeffion of
the fuffed fkin of a young giraffe, He obli~
gingly communicated to us & drawing of it,
which we caufed to be engraven; and he

added the following defeription.
¢ M. Tul-
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¢ M. Tulbagh, governour of the Gape of Good
© Hope, who has enriched our academical cas
¢ binet with many tare productions of naturg
© wites me, that the young giraffe in our pofe
© feffion was killed by his hunters at a confiders
© able diftance from the Cape, when lying neir
© jts mother, whom it fill fucked. Henceit
¢ appears, that the giraffe is not peculiar 1
< Athiopia, as Thevenot has alledged.

< As foon as T reccived it, 1 examined the

« horns, with a view to clucidate M. de Buffon's
© doubt with regard to their fubftance. They
< are not hollow like thof of oxen and goats
© but folid, and nearly of an uniform texture,
¢ like thofe of the ftags, from which they differ
© only in being thinner, ftraighter, and not di-

¢ vided into branches, or antlers.  They are
« totally covered with the fkin of the animal;
¢ and, for three fourths of their length, this
¢ fkin is furnifhed with fhort hair, fimilar to
¢ that which covers the body. Toward the
« points, the hair becomes longer, rifes about
« three inches above the blunt end of the horns,
¢ and s of a black colour. Hence it is very
¢ different from the down on the young horns
© of the flag.
¢ Thefe horns appear not to be compofed of
¢ united hairs, like thofe of the rhinoceros.
¢ Their texture is likewife totally different.
¢ When fawn through longitudinally, we per-
¢ ceive that they confift of a hard plate, which
¢ conftitutes
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conltutes their external furfce, and inclofes
This, at leafly is the cafe
Perhaps
the horns of adults are more folid. - M. de
Buffon is now in a condition to determine this
point 3 for, along with the horns of my girafle,
ing to one more ad=
vanced in years, which a friend of mine re=
ceived from the Eaft Indies.
< Though thefe horns are folid, like thofe of
the flag, | fafpect that the animal does not fhed
them annually.  They feem to be an excre
nce of the frontal bone, like the bone which
ferves as a nucleus to the hollow horns of oxen
and goats ; and, confequently, it is impoffible
that they can fall off. If this conjeture be
well founded, the giraffe conflitutes a parti-
cular genus, perfedly diftinét from the animals
which fhed their horns, and alfo from thofe
which have hollow but permanent horns.
¢ In the middle of the front of adult giraffes,
there is a protuberance which feems to be the

rudiments of a third horn. No fuch protube-

ance appeared in our giraffe; probably becaufe
was 00 young.
¢ All the authors, both ancient and modern,
who defcribe this animal, tell us, that the fore
legs are twice as long as the hind ones.  They
could not poflibly be deccived concerning a
character fo firiking.  But I can affirm, that,
in s article, thegisafi ot chaige's greally
VoL viI. 1 in
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in growings for, in our young one, the hing
legs were equally long with thofe before. This
circumftance, however, prevents not the ante«
rior part of the giraffe from being higher tha
the pofterior, which is owing o the difference
in the thicknefs of the body, as may be feenin
the figure.  But this difference is by no meany
o great as has been reprefented.
¢ The neck of the giraffe is the firft thing
which firikes a fpeGator. It is longer than
that of any other quadruped, not excepting
the camel, who, befides, folds his neck in di
ferent ways, which the giraffc feems to be in-
capable of performing.
¢ His colour is a dirty white, interfperfed with
yellowith fpots, very near each other on the
neck, more diftant on the reft of the body,
and of a'figure which approaches to a paral
lelogram or thomb.
¢ The tail is flender, in proportion to the
length and flature of the animal. Its extre-
mity is garnithed with a tufe of black hairy
which are feven or eight inches long.
¢ The mane is compofed of reddifh hair
three inches long, and inclined toward the
hind part of the body. It extends from the
head along the neck, and down to the middle
of the back ; and, at the diftance of fome
inches, it is again continued ; but the hai
clines toward the head. It feems to recom=
mence near the origin, and to extend to the
¢ extremity
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extremity of the tail: But the hairs are thort,
and fearcely to be diftinguifhed from thofe
which cover the reft of the body.
< The eye-lids, both fuperior and inferior, are
garnifhed with a range of very fff hairs. There
are fimilar hairs, but thinly feattered, round the
mouth.
¢ The afpec of the giraffe indicates a mild and
docile animal ; and this is the character given
of him by thofe who have feen him alive.
¢ This defeription of the giraffe, added to
what M. de Buffon has colle@ted from dif-
ferent authors, and accompanied with the
figure, is fufficient to give us more exadt ideas
concerning this animal than we had hitherto
obtained.’

M. Alamand’s great knowledge and accuracy,
in every fubje@ of which he treats, are apparent
from the above defeription. 1 would have
copied his engraving, if his giraffe had not been
t00 young. The figure I have given is that of
an adult. T fhall only remark, that I fufpec
the longeft of the horns he was fo obliging as
to fend me, does not belong fo a giraffe. The
fhort ones are very thick, while it is very thin,
in proportion to their refpective lengths. In the
anonymous defeription above related, it is faid,
that the horns of the adult giraffes are a foot in
length, and as thick as a man's arm. If the horn
under confideration, which is half a foot long,

12 raally
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really belonged to a girafle, it ought to. be double
its prefent thicknef, Befides, this pretende]
horn of a girafic i fo fimilar to the firft horng
2 young flag, thatit may be regarded as belong.
Jing to the latter animal:

“As to the nature of the giraffe’s horns, Tan
inclined to adopt M. Alamand’s opinion.  The
protuberance on the front, which is unqueftion
ably offeous, makes a kind of third horn. The
Horns adhered to the cranium, without the fip-
port of moulds; and, confequently, ought tol
confidered as offeous prolongations of the bone
of the head. The hair which furrounds and
overtops them has no refémblance to that which
covers the young fhoots of the ftag, or fallow

deer. This hair fecms to be permanent, as wel
as the fkin from which it iffues. Hence the hon
of the gira bone, and differs from thataf
the ox by its covering, thelatter being furrounded
with a horny fubftance, of hollow horn, and the
former with hair and {Kin:

Plafe CCXI.

=T

GIRATER




	1092 Ch 16 The Giraffe Vol 7
	1093
	1094
	1095
	1096
	1097
	1098
	1099
	1100
	1101
	1102
	1103
	1104

