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March 2,1907

Dr. William Usler
Oxford, England

Dear Doctor Osler:

I take the liberty of writing to you in regard to a
matter in which I am greatly interested. I want to see if I can get an
expression of opinion from you in regard to newspaper publicity on the
part of the medical profession. So far as I know you have never indulged
in it and I believe you are toco big a man to do it.

The immediate cause of my writing to you is an article
lately published in the Saturday Evening Post,of Philadelphia"Some une-
sclved Problems in Surgery.The Confléct Between Science and Disease in
Operating-Room and Laboratory". By W.W. Keen,il.D.y L.L.D." I will also
say that the Post extensively advertised the coming of this article. The
Article is accompanied by a picture,presumably Keen's, taken in the opera-
ting room. The same kind of thing occurred k st summer durin. the session
of the A.M.A. at Boston. The Baltimore Sun had a picture of Hemmeter and
the title of an-article he was to read before tne members.

How do these things interest me? By dint of hard work,
patience and paying no attention to slurs and slights I have made a
success of our County lMedical Society. Have gotten almost all the men in
our territory in as members. Naturally all complaints are hurled at me.
The most constant is the action of one of our members,Dr. Golden, now
President of cur W.Va. State Society. When I was elected Secretary his
name often appeared in the papers in connection with his cases. I
succeeded in stopping this. Now the hospital in which he has charge sends
to the papers accounts of inmates,op rations performed ete. I had expected
to bring this matter up in our next meeting. If I do will he not say that
if Keen can do these things he can? I want to be in a pcsition tc say
that one who is like Saul, a head taller than the tallest, frowns on such
conduct, does not believe in it mor practice it. You are lccked up to the
world over, a leader of the profession, the leader perhaps I should say.
What you say is listened to, an unejuivocal declaration against such prac-
tices from you would work wonders, I think. Recently- a medical acquaintance
moved tc a new town. He did not succeed very well and the larder was getting
low. Abcut this time hewas fortunate enough toc get a case of surgery, a pro-
minent man in the community. The Br. received a puff in the papers.,
Notwithstanding that it was a mamtter of bread and butter he went to every
paper in the town and requested that it discontinue such practices.
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