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OFFICIAL JOURNAL 
of the 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
of the 

STATE OF TEXAS 

FOUl<TEl::NTH DAY 
(Wednesday, January 30, 1974) 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSALS REFEl<RED 

The tollowing Constitutional Convention 
Proposals were referred to the Committee 
indicated: 

CONSTITUTI ONAL COl'<VFNTION PROPUSAL 1o9 

By Deleaate Salem: 

To Committees on the Executive 
Suomission and Transition, 

and 

c.c.P . 169, A PROPOSAL FOR INC ORPORATION 
I N THE CONSTITUTI ON OF TEXAS 

Relating to t~e role of the Attorney 
General of Texas in the period ot transition 
aft e r the adoption ot the constitution . 

8~ IT PROPOSEU BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS : 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the f o llowing section be included 
in the transiti on schedule: 

Section - -· DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF ATTORNEY GENERAL DURING 
TRANSITION PERIOD , ( a) Until the provi sions 
of this transition schedule have all been 
executed , the Attorney General sha ll : 

Cl) conduct a study ot the existing 
statute la~ of this State , ascertain which 
sta t utes , if any, have been r endered invalid 
by this Constitution , and report this 
infor mation to the Legislature ; 

(2) ascer tain which , if any, provisions 
of the Constitution of 187b remain i n effect 
as statute law and should be reenacted as 
statute law, and report this information to 
the Legis lature; 

(3) interpret this transition schedule 
or any part of it at the request ot any 
persor. to whom the Attorney General may 
address written op inions. 

Cb) This Section does not aftect the 
jurisdiction of the cou rts of this State to 
adjudicate controversies arising und er this 
t rans ition sche dul e or any provi~ion o f this 
Constitution. 

Cc) This sect i on shall b~ certified by 
tne Attorney General as f ul ly executed 
concurrently with the certification of the 
last provision of this t r ans ition schedule 
other than this Section and shall t hereaf t er 
no lon ger be pu b lished as part of this 
Cons t itution. 

COfiSTIT UTI ON AL COl'< VF.r>;TION PHOPOSAI, 170 

Uy Uelea ate Reynolds: 

To Comm i ttee on Education, 

c . c . P. 170, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPOHATION 
I N THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relati ng to aid to nonpub lic sc hoo ls. 

BE lT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That the following section be included 
in Article VII : 

Section --· PROHIBITION OF AID TO 
NO NPUBLIC SCHOOLS . Public funds shall not b e 
used for support of relig(ous, 
church- affiliated, or proprie t ary schools, 
no r shall public funds be provided to any 
students for payment of expenses incurred by 
attending such schools, 

CONSTIT~T I ONAL CONVENT I ON PROPOSAL 171 

By Delegate Reynolds : 

To Committee on General Provisions . 

c . c . P. 171, A PROPOSAL FOR JhCOl<PORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTI ON Of TEXAS 

Rel ating to alcoholic beverages, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONST ITUT I ONAL 

That Subsect i on (al, section 17, Article 
X, read as follows : 

(a) The Leqislatu re shall regulate the 
manufacture , sale, poss essi on , and 
transportat i on of alcoholic beveraqes, and 
s hall preserve the r ight of any county, 
justice precinc t , or inco r porated town or 
city, including an incorporated town o r city 
located in more than one county, to exercise 
local option by election to legalize or to 
prohibit the sale of a lcoholic beverages of 
various type s and var ious alcoholic content . 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 172 

By Delegate l<e ynolds: 

To Committee on Loca l Governmen t . 

c.c.P . 172 , A PROPOSAL FOR INC ORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to coun ty 
charters and o rninances . 

BE I T PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS : 

and munic i pal 

CONSTITUT l O!IAL 

That Subsection (cl, Section 4 , Article 
I X, read a s follows: 

Cc) If a county ordi nance or charte r 
conflicts with an ordinance or charter of an 
incorporated ci ty or town, the muni c ipa l 
ordinance or char t er shall preva i l with in its 
jurisdiction as defined by law , 

CONSTITUTI ONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 173 

By Del e gate Bales: 

T◊ Committee on the Legislature . 

C,C,P, 173 , A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
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IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Helatfnq to the advice a nd consent of 
the Senate to appoint me nts . 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THI:: CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVt:NTION OF TEXAS: 

Tha t the following section be inc l uded 
1n Ar ticle III : 

section --· ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE 
SENATE. A majority of the membe rs present 
and voting shall constitute consent to any 
appo i ntment that this Constitution requi r es 
to be with the anvice and consent of the 
Senate . The Legislature may provide by law 
for inter!• appointments made when the senate 
is not in ses s ion. 

CONSTITUTlONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 174 

By Delegate Menefee: 

To Committee on Educatlnn. 

c.c . P . 174, A PROPOSAL fOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Creating the 1 ex;is Hiyher 
Fund. 

Education 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUtJ ONAL 
CONVENTI ON OF TEXAS: 

Thdt Section 1 0 of Article VII read as 
£0110-.~s: 

Sec. 10 . TEXAS HIGHER EUUCATI ON FUND. 
Ca) The leqi s lature shall levy a surtax on 
the occupation of producinq oil, gas, and 
othe r minerals in addition to the tax 
otherwise levied by the legislatu r e on the 
occupation of producing each of these 
mi nerals. The revenue raised by the su r tax 
shall be at least $50 million per fiscal year 
and shall be credited to a special fund in 
the stat~ treasury to he designated the Texas 
rii q her Education Fund . 

I ~ ) o ne- fourth o f the Texas Higher 
Edu ca t i on ~u nrl shall be appropriated to the 
state instit u tions ot hi g her education other 
than the institutions included in the 
University of Tex a s System, the Texas A&M 
University System , community col l eges , and 
technical institutes, in proportion to the 
nu mber ot students enrolled at each, to be 
tieter mined as provided by law. The re•ainder 
ot the f und shall be appropriated to the same 
ins t i tu ti ons accordlna t o a formula 
prescri be d by law . 

Cc) An institution's share of the fund 
shall be expended for purposes provided by 
law , which may include acquisition cf real 
p ro perty and construction of i mprove ments; 
and it may be pledaed, to the extent provided 
by law, to pay principal and interest on 
bonds issued to finance capital improvements . 

Id) An inst i tut i on receiving a share of 
the fund shall not receive any general 
revenue funds tor acquisition of real 
proper ty o r for construction or capital 
outl a v, exceQt that in case of tire or 
nat u r a l disas ter the legislature may 
a pp ro pri n te t r on t~ e g e neral revenue fund an 
a mount suf f icient to replace the uninsured 
l oss . 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVEN TI ON PROPOSAL 175 

By Delegate Jones of Ha r r i s: 

To Committ e e on the Judic i a r y . 

c . c . P. 175 , A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
I N THE CONSTI TUTION OF TEXAS 

Prov i ding an article on the Judic i al 
Departme nt . 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Articl e v read as follows: 
ARTICLE V. JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 

Sect i on 1. UNIFIED JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 
The judicial power of the State i s vest e d i n 
the Judicial Branch . Th e s ta te unified 
judicial syste m shall be compo s ed of a 
Supreme Court , courts of appeals, d i s trict 
courts, and coun t y courts. No othe r cou r ts 
shall be created except muni c ipa l c our t s , as 
provided by law or char t er, and ju s t i c e 
courts. All cour ts shal l hav e ju ri sd i ction 
as provided by law, but jurisdict l on o f 
courts of the same level shall be uniform 
throughout the state. 

sec. ~- SUPREME COURT . (a ) The suprerne 
Court shall be the highest court of the State 
and shall consist of the Chief Justice of 
Texas and at least eight other iustices. The 
court may sit in sections as designated by 
tne court to hear argument of cases and to 
consider applications tor writs of error or 
other prelimina r y matters, but a majority of 
the court shall be necessary to decide a 
case. 

(b) The supreme Court shall have the 
duty and authority to provide for the 
efficient and just operation of the judic i al 
system. It may transfer cases from a trial 
court to a court of appeal s or to the Supreme 
Court, and from one court ot appeal s to 
another or to the Supreme Court . 

Cc) The Supreme Court 
authority to prescribe rules 
criminal procedure, but any rule 
expressly disapproved by the 
shall have no effect thereafter. 
Court may prescribe other rules 
by law. 

shall have 
of c i vil and 
of procedure 
Legisla ture 
The Suprerr,e 
as provided 

Sec. 3. COU HTS OF APPEALS. The 
Legislature shall provide by law for one or 
more courts of appeals, eacn consisting of a 
chief judqe and two other judges , and such 
additional judges as may be provided by law, 
Not fewer than three judges sha l l sit in any 
case, 

Sec. 4. DISTRICT COUR1S. The State 
shall be divided by law , or by an agency 
acting under authority of law, into as many 
geographical judicial di s tricts as now or 
hereafter provided by law. In each district 
there shall be one d i strict court with one or 
more district judge s and such other officials 
as provided in this Article or by law. 

sec. 5 . COUNTY COURTS . The Legislatur e 
shall provide by law for county courts . A 
county court may serve one or more counties, 
but no county shall have more than one county 
court. Each county court shall have one or 
more judges and such other officials as 
providerl hy law. 

Sec . 6. JUSTIC E COURTS . The governing 
body of each county shall e stablish and 
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maintrlin one or more justice courts and, it 
more than one, shall divide the county into 
justice precincts and provide a justice court 
t or each precinct, 

~ec, 7, QUALIFICATIONS Of JUDGES, Each 
justice or judge shall be a citizen of this 
State and shall have such other 
qual iflcations as provided by law, Each 
justice and judge in the unified judicial 
system must be licensed to practice law in 
this State. 

s ec . 6. MERIT S~L~CTION AND NONPARTISAN 
ELVCT! ON, (al Tnere is hereby created a 
Judicial No~inatlna Commission of eleven 
members, a ~djorlty ot whom shall be 
n~n-lawyers. The Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, anci Soea¥er of the House of 
Rcoresentatives actJng toqether shall select 
t he me mbers o f t~e Judicial ~ominating 
Co~~ issi on a n~ ciesJ q n~te the chairman. The 
s elec cl on ~f t~e wembers shall be on a 
no nr,artisan basis with due reoard to 
representation of the sexes, ethnic groups , 
and aeographical regions of the State. 

(bl Me~hers of the com~ission shall 
serve six-year terms, dnd no oerson shall 
serve ~ore than one tull ter~. vacancies 
shall be tilled by the selection committee 
t~ r the remainder of the term, 

(c) No member of the commission shall 
hold an elective or salaried public office or 
office in a political party , or shall be 
eligible tor appointment to a State judicial 
office du ring the term for which appointed. 

Id) When a vacancy occurs in the office 
ot the Chief Justice of Texas, a supreme 
court justice, or a court of aopeals judge, 
the vacancy shall be filled by the Governor 
fr om a list of three nominees submitted by 
the commJssion within forty-five days after 
the vacancy occurs. In selecting nominees, 
the commission shall consider only those who 
are well qua lified from experience and 
knowledge of the law, but , among those so 
qualif ied , shall a ive fair consideration to 
t~e sexes, e thnic groups, and geographical 
regions of the state. If the Governor fails 
to make the appointment within sixty days 
after receivinq tne list of nominees, the 
Lieutenant Gove rn or shall make the 
appointment from the list, A ~ustice or 
1udqe appointed pursuant to this Subsection 
shall be subject, in the manner provided by 
law, to approval or rejection on a 
nonpartisan ballot at the first general 
election held more than ten months after the 
appointment is maae, and every sixth year 
thereafter, 

(el If the Sup r eme Court determines 
that the Chief Justice is temporarily 
disabled, it shall designate another justice 
of the Supreme Court to serve temporarily as 
actinq Chief Justice unt il the disability 
ends. 

(!) District and county judges shall be 
elected on a nonpartisan ballot by the 
qualified voters as provided by law. Judges 
of the district cou rts shall serve six-year 
terms , and judges of the county courts shall 
be tilled until the next succeeding aeneral 
election by the Governor with the advice and 
consent ot the Senate , 

(gl Justices of the peace 
elected every four years hy the 
voters of the county or p r ecinct. 

shall be 
qualified 
Vacancies 

in the office shall be filled by the County 
Commission tor the remainder of the term. 

Ch) No active justice or judge in the 
unified judicial system may enaage in the 
practice of law. It anl( justice or· judge 
files as a candidate tot any elective 
nonjudicial office, the judicial office shall 
immediately become vacant. 

sec, 9. COMPENSATION, The State shall 
pay the basic salaries of all justices and 
judaes at the unified judicial syste~, 
subject to any supplementation hy counties, 
and shall pay such other expenses of the 
system as provided by law, The basic 
salaries of such justices and judaes shall 
not exceed the amount recommended by the 
salary commission. funds collected by the 
courts may not be used to suoport the unified 
judicial system except to the extent of 
reimbursement ot salaries and other expenses. 

Sec. 10, ~ANDATORY RETIHEMFNT Of 
J~DGES. The office of each justice and judge 
in the unified judicial system shall become 
vacant on the first day ot January of the 
year following the date on which the 
incumbent reaches the age of seventy-five 
years or an earlier age, not less than 
seventy years, as provided by law. 

sec. II. HEMOVAL Of JUDGES, (a) Any 
justice of the supreme Court shall be removed 
by the Governor, after a hearina by the 
Legislature and a vote by two-thirds of the 
membership of each house, for willful neglect 
of duty, incompetency, oppression in office, 
or other reasonable cause not a sutficient 
ground for impeachment. 

(bl Any justice, judge, or other 
judicial officer may be removed from office, 
suspended, or censured by the supreme Court 
for willful or persistent conduct which is 
clearly inconsistent with the proper 
performance of duties of the office, or which 
casts public discredit upon the judic iary or 
the administration of justice, and may be 
involuntarily reti red or removed bY the 
Supreme Court for disability seriously 
interfering with the performance of duties of 
the office if the disability is, or is li~ely 
to become, permanent. 

Cc) The Legislatu re shall establish by 
law a Judicial Qualitications Commission 
which shall operate under r ules promulaated 
by the Supreme Court. The commission shall 
have authority to issue an order of private 
reprimand or public censure and to recommend 
to the Supreme Court suspension, removal, or 
retirement of any justice, judge, or other 
judicial officer, 

Sec. 12. JUDICIAL COUNCI L, (a) There 
is hereby created a Judicial Ccuncil which 
shall consist of the Chief Justice of Texas 
as chairman and the following members, each 
of whom shall serve a two-year term: two 
judges ot the courts of appeals, three trial 
1udges, one district clerk, and one county 
clerk, each appointed by the Supreme Court of 
Texas: tour memoers of the State Bar 
appointed by its board of directors; and two 
members of each house of the Legislature 
appointed by each house, Vacancies shall he 
fillea by the appointing authority for the 
remainder of the term, 

(bl The council shall prescribe rules 
of administration for the unitied judicial 
system and shall pertorm other duties as 
provided oy law, Rules of administration 
shall not become effective until approved by 
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the Supreme Court, 
Cc) Pursuant to rules of administration 

prescribect by the council, the Chief Justice 
may delegate administrative powers to active 
or retired judges, and temporarily assign a 
judge to any court of the same level and from 
a court of appeals to the Supreme court. By 
such ass1anment5, the membership ot any court 
m3y oe teMporarily increased. The council 
shall also prescribe rules for filling 
vacencies temporarily for the purposes of 
trying cases and nearing appeals. If for any 
reason a juctae feels aagrieved by any 
administrative action ot the Chief Justice, 
the judge may retitlon the Supreme court for 
review ot such action. 

Sec. 13. CLE~Ks. Cal The Supreme 
Court ano each court of appeals shall appoint 
a clerk who shall serve for a term of four 
years unless sooner removed by the court for 
good cause entered on the minutes of the 
court, These clerks shall give bond as 
required by law, 

(bl District courts may remove their 
district clerks from office upon a jury 
findina of incompetence, official misconduct, 
or other causes ctefinea by law, 

sec. 14. JURIES. Cal Grand juries in 
the district courts shall consist of twelve 
persons, nine of whon sha l l constitute a 
quorum. 

Cb) Trial juries in the district courts 
shall consist of twelve persons and verdicts 
shall be unanimous, except that the 
Legislature or the Supreme Court pursuant to 
its rule-making power may provide that a 
verdict may be rendered in civil and 
misdemeanor cases in the district courts by 
fewer than twelve but not fewer than nine who 
shall concur in and sign the verdict. 

Cc) 1rial juries in county courts shall 
consist of six persons and verdicts shall be 
unan imous, except that the Legislature or the 
Supreme Court pursuant to its rule-making 
power may provide that in civil cases a 
ve rdict May be rendered by fewer than six 
1urors. 

Cd) The qualifications of grand jurors 
and trial jurors shall be as provided by law, 

Ce) Any party shall have a right of 
trial by jury in civil causes in the district 
and county courts upon demand as provided by 
law or rule of the Supreme Court. A jury 
shall not be empaneled in any cause until a 
jury fee is paid if required by law or by 
rule of the Supreme Court. 

Sec, IS, SUSPENSION Of SENTENCE AND 
PRObATIUN . Courts having original 
Jurisdiction of cri~ inal cases shall have 
po~er to suspend the imposition or execution 
ot brnte~ce , place a aefendant en probation, 
and reimpose sentence, subject to reaulation 
by law. 

Sec. lb, APPEAL BY STATE, The State 
shall have no right of appeal in criminal 
cases. 

Sec, 17. APPEAL eY ACCUSED, The right 
of appeal granted to an accused by Article I, 
Section lla of this Constitution shall be 
direct to the Supreme Court ot Texas. 

Sec . 18. TRANSITION SCHEDULE, (al On 
tne effective date of this Article, the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court shall become the 
Chief Justice of Texas, The Presiding Judge 
and other judges of the Court of Criminal 

Appeals and associate justices of the supreme 
Court shall becoffie justices of the supreme 
Court. Each commissioner of the court of 
Criminal Appeals shall become a commissioner 
of the supreme court, but when he ceases to 
hold that position, it shall cease to exist. 
The offices of the first five justices, other 
than Chief Justice, and the office formerly 
occupied by the Pres!dinq Judge, who cease to 
be members of the Supreme Court by reason of 
death, removal, resianation, or retirement, 
after the effective date of this Article 
shall cease to exist. 

(bl After the effective date of this 
Article and before the date upon which the 
total membership of the Supreme Court is 
reduced to nine, the Court may sit in civil 
and criminal divisions of no less than five 
members in a division, Notwithstanding the 
provisions of Section 2Cal of this Article, a 
~ajority ot a division is necessary to decide 
a case, 

Cc) Chief Justices of the courts of 
civil appeals shall become chief judges of 
the courts of appeals: justices of the courts 
of civil appeals shall become judges of the 
courts of appeals. 

(d) Each district judge or judge of a 
criminal district court, domestic relations 
court, special juvenile court, or special 
designated probate court shall become a judge 
of a district court. 

(el Each judge of a county court at 
law, county civil court at law, county court 
for criminal cases, county criminal court, or 
county court of criminal appeals shall become 
a judge of a county court, 

Cf) Judges of the county court elected 
pursuant to Article v, Section 15 of the 
Constitution of 1876 shall remain as 
presiding officers of the County commission 
as provided by Article IX, Section 3Ca) of 
this Constitution, Any judge of the county 
court who is licensed to practice law may 
elect to preside over the County Commission 
or may, by written notice to the Governor 
filed with the Secretary of Stdte within 
thirty days after the effective date of this 
Constitution, elect to become a judge of the 
county co urt provided by Article V, Section 5 
of this Constitution, In the latter event, 
the office of county judge shall be vacant 
and shall be filled by the county commission 
until the next general election, 

Cg) ~o judicial office shall be 
abolished by the adoption of this 
Constitution until the expiration of the term 
of the person who held the office on the 
effective date of this Constitution or until 
tnat person ceases to hold the office, 
whichever occurs first. 

Ch) The member s of the Judicial 
Nominating Commission first selected under 
the provisions of Section 7 of Article V 
shall serve for the tollowino terms ot years: 
four for two years, four for four years, and 
three for six years. The holders of the 
foregoing respective terms shall be 
determined by lot. 

(1) If the merit plan is adopted for 
selection of dppellnte judqes, the Chief 
Justice, eac~ justice of the Supre me Court, 
and each judge of the courts of appeals now in 
office shall be subject, in the manner 
provided by law, to approval or rejection at 
the oeneral election preceding the expiration 
of the term for which each was elected, 
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Until the total membership of the Supreme 
Court is reduced to nine, the justices of the 
Supreme Court in offic e upon the effective 
Gdte o f this Articl e shall be subject, i n the 
manner Provl rie d by law, to approval or 
re j ec tion at the general elec t i on preced i ng 
th e expiration of t he ter m tor which each was 
el ec terl. 

( j) The ter ms of all distr ic t j udges in 
office on the effective date of this 
Constitution are her eby extended two years . 

Ck) The following provision shall be 
submitted for adoption at the same time as 
t he remainder of this Artic le and, if 
adopted, shall replace the provisions of 
Section 8(a)-(d) concern ing the selec t i on and 
t enure of members of the Sup reme Court and 
courts of appeals: 

(ll The Ch ief Ju stice ot Texas and 
justices of th e Su prerre court shall be 
elected by the quali fied voters of this State 
every six years in the manner provided by 
law. Judges of the courts of a ppeals shall 
be elected by the qualified voters of their 
respective districts every six years in t he 
manner provided by law. 

(2) Vacancies in the offices of 
j ustices and judges of the Supreme court and 
the c ourts ot a ppeal s shall be filled until 
the next succeeding election by the Governor 
with the advice and consent ot the Senate. 

Cl) Me mbers of the Judic i al 
Qual i f i cati o ns Commission on the e ffect i ve 
date o t this Cons tit uti on shall continue in 
o tt ice an ri serve as a commission under 
Secti on l l(cl of Article V unt i l a commission 
is established by law pursuant to that 
Section. 

Cm) Except to the extent inconsistent 
with the prov i s i ons o f Article v, all laws 
and rules of court in force on the effective 
date o f this Constitution shall continue in 
effect until superseded as authorized by law. 

Cn ) In the event a transfer or 
transition has not been provi de d tor by this 
Section or by law, the Supreme Court s ha l l 
provide by rule for the required orderly 
trans fer or transition. 

CONSTITUTI ONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 176 

By Delega tes Heatly , 6lanchard and Nabers: 

To Committees on Local Government and 
the Judic iary . 

C.C .P. 176, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

kelating 
Att o rneys. 

to Dist rict and County 

BE lT PROPOSED bY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVEN T1 0~ Of TEXAS: 

That Art. V be affiended to i nclude the 
follow i ng section : 

Section 21 . COUNTY AND DISTRICT 
ATTORNEYS 

A County Attorney for counties i n which 
there is not a resident Criminal Di strict 
At torney, shall be elected by the qualified 
voter s of each county, who shall be 
commissi oned by the Governor, and hold his 
offi ce for the term of four years. In case 

of vacancy, the Commissioners Court of the 
county shall have the power to appoint a 
County Attorney until the next general 
election. The County Attorneys shall 
represent the State in all cases in the 
Dist ric t and inferior courts in their 
respective counties : but if any county shall 
be included in a district i n wh ich · there 
shal l be a District Attorney, the respective 
duties of District Attorneys and County 
Attorneys shall in such c ounties be regulated 
by the Legislatur e . The Legislature may 
provide for the election of District 
Attorneys in such districts , as may be deemed 
necessary, and make provision f or the 
compensation of District Attorneys and County 
Attorneys. District Attorneys shall hold 
off ice for a t erm o f four yea rs, and until 
their succes s ors have qualified, 

CONSTITUTI ONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 177 

By Del ega te Ogg: 

To Committee on Ri ghts and Suffr age. 

C,C .P, 177 , A PROPOSAL FOR I NCORPORATI ON 
IN THE CO NSTITUT I ON OF TEXAS 

Pr oviding an article on the Bi l l of 
Rights. 

BE IT PROPOSED RY 
CONVENTIO~ OF TEXAS: 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

That Articl e I read as follows: 
ARTICLE I 

BI LL OF RIGHTS 
That the gener al, great and essential 

principles of liberty and free government may 
be recognized and es tablished, we declare: 

Section 1. FREEDOM AND SOVEREIGNTY OF 
STATE 

Texas is a tree and independent State , 
subject only to the Constitution of the 
United States, and t he maintenance of our 
free institutions and the perpetuity of the 
Union rlepend upon the preservation of the 
right of local self-government, unimpa ired to 
all the States. 

Sec . 2, INHERENT POL I TICAL POWER; 
REPUBLICAN FORM OF GOVER NM ENT 

All political power is inherent i n the 
people, and all free governments are founded 
on their a uthorit y , and instituted for their 
benefit, Th e faith of the peop le of Texas 
stands pledged to the preservation of a 
repub lican form of government, and, subject 
to this limitation only, they have at all 
times the inalienable right to alter, reform 
or abolish their government in such manner as 
they may think expedient. 

Sec. 3. EQUAL RI GHTS 
All free men , when they form a soc ial 

compact , hav e equal rights, and no 
s e t of men, i s entitled to exclusive 
public emoluments , or privileges, 
consideration of publ ic serv ices , 

man, o r 
separate 
but in 

Sec, 3a. EQUALITY UNDER THE LAW 
Equal ity under the law shall not be 

deni ed or ab ridged because of sex, race , 
color, creed, or national origin. This 
amendment is self-operative. 

Sec. 4, RELIGIOUS TESTS 
No religious test shall ever be required 

as a qualif ication to any office, or pub l ic 
trust, in this State: nor shall any one be 
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excluded from holding office on account of 
his religious sentiments, provided he 
acknowledge the existence of a supreme Being. 

Sec. 5. WITNESSES NOT DISQUALIFIED BY 
RELIGIOUS RELIEFS; OATHS AND AFFIRMATIONS 

No person shall be disqualified to give 
evidence in any of the Courts of this State 
on account of his religious opinions, or for 
the want of any religious belief, but all 
oaths or affirmations shall be administered 
in the mode most binding upon the conscience, 
and shall be taken subject to the pains and 
p~nalties of perjury. 

Sec . f,. FREEDOM Of WORSHIP 
All men have a natural and indefeasihle 

rioht to worship Almighty God according to 
the dictates of their own consciences. No 
man shall be compelled to attend, erect or 
support any Place of worship, or to main tain 
any ministry against his consent. No human 
authority ought, in any case whatever, to 
control or interfere with the rights of 
conscience in matters of religion, and no 
preference shall ever be given by law to any 
religious society or mode of worship. But it 
shall be the duty of the Legislature to pass 
such laws as may be necessary to protect 
equally every religious denomination in the 
peac eable enjoyment of its own mode of public 
worship. 

sec. 7. APPkOPRlATIONS FOR SECTARIAN 
PURPOSES 

N~ money shall be appropriated, or drawn 
from the Treasury for the benefit of any 
s~ct, or religious society, theological or 
religio us seminary; nor shall p roperty 
belongina to the State be appropriated for 
any sucn pu rooses. 

Sec. 8, FRE EDOM Of SPEECH AND PRESS; 
LIBEL 

Eve ry person shall oe at liberty to 
speak, write or publish his opinions on any 
subject, being responsible for the abuse of 
that privilege; and no law shall ever be 
Passed curtailing the liberty of speech or of 
the press. In prosecutions for the 
publication of papers , investigating the 
conduct of officers, or men in public 
capacity, o r when the matte r published is 
p roper tor public intormation, the truth 
thereof may be given in evidence. And in all 
indictments for libels, the iury shall have 
the right to determine the law and the facts, 
under the direction of the court, as in other 
cases. 

Sec. 9. SEARCHES AND SEIZURES 
The people shall be secure in their 

persons, houses , papers and possessions, from 
all unreasonable seizures or searches, and no 
warrant to sea rch any place, o r to seize any 
person or thing, shall issue without 
describing them as near as may be, nor 
without probable cause, supported by oath or 
affirmation, 

Sec . l O, RIGHTS OF ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL 
PROSECUTIONS 

In all criminal prosecutions the accused 
shall have a speedy public trial by an 
impartial jury. He shall have the right to 
demand the nature and cause of the accusation 
against him, and to have a copy thereof. He 
shall not be compelled to give evidence 
against himself, and shall have the right of 
being hea rd by himself or counsel, or both, 
snall be confronted by the witnesses against 

him and shall have compulsory p rocess for 
obtaining witnesses in hi~ favor, except that 
when the witness resides out of the State and 
the offense charged is a violation of any of 
the anti-trust laws of this State, the 
defendant and the State shall have the right 
to produce and have the evidence admitted by 
deposition, under such rules and laws as the 
Legislature may hereafter provide; and no 
person shall be held to answer for a criminal 
offense, unless on an indictment of a g rand 
jury, except in cases in which the punishment 
is by fine or imprisonment, otherwise than in 
the penitentlary, ln cases of impeachment, 
and in cases arising in the army or navy, or 
in the militia, when in actual service in 
tlme of war or public danger. 

Sec. 11. BAIL 
All prisoners shall be ba ilable by 

sufficient sureties, unless for cap ital 
offenses, when th~ proof is evident; but thls 
provision shall not be so construed as to 
prevent bail after indictment found upon 
examination of the evidence, in such manner 
as may be prescribed by law, 

Sec. 11a. MULTIPLE CONVICTIONS; DENIAL 
OF BAIL 

Any person accused of a felony less than 
capital in this State, who has been 
theretofore twice convicted of a felony, the 
second conviction be ing subsequent to the 
first, both in point of time of commission of 
the offense and conviction therefor may, 
after a hearing, and upon evidence 
substantially showing the guilt of the 
accused, be denied bail pending trial, by any 
judge of a court of record or magistrate in 
this State; provided, however, that if the 
accused is not accorded a trial upon the 
accusation within sixty (60) days from the 
time of his incarceration upon such charge, 
the order denying bail shall be automatically 
set aside, unless a continuance is obtained 
upon the motion or request of the accused; 
provided, further, that the right of appeal 
to the Court of Criminal Appeals of this 
State is expressly accorded the accused for a 
review of any judgment or order made 
hereunder, 

Sec, 12. HABEAS CORPUS 
The writ of nabeas corpus is a writ of 

right, and shall never be suspended, The 
Legislature shall enact laws to render the 
remedy speedy and effectual. 

Sec . 13. EXCESSIVE BAIL OR FINES ; CRUEL 
AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT; REMEDY BY DUE COURSE 
Of LAW 

Excessive bail shall not be required, 
nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or 
unusual punis hment inflicted. All courts 
snall he open, and every person for an injury 
done him , in his lands, goods, person or 
reputation, shall have remedy by rlue course 
of law, 

Sec, 14, DOUBLE JEOPARDY 
No person, for the same offense , shall 

be twice put in jeopardy of life or liberty, 
nor shall a person be again put upon trial 
for the same offense, after a verdict of not 
guilty in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 15, RIGHT OF TRIAL BY JURY 
The right of trial by jury shall remain 

inviolate. The Legislature shall pass such 
laws as may be needed to regulate the same, 
and to maintain its purity and efficiency. 
Provided, that the Legislature may prov ide 
for the temporary commitment, for observation 
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and/or treatment, Of mentally 111 persons no t 
charqed With a criminal offense, for a period 
Of time not to exceed ninety (90) days, by 
order o f the County Court without the 
necessity Of a trial by j ury, 

Sec , 15-a, COl✓. I,'. JT 1·1EN'l' o~· PERSONS OF 
UN:,OUtH; MINO 

No person shall be committed as a pe rs on 
ot unsouna mind except on competent medical 
or psychidtr1c testimony, The Legislature 
may endct a11 laws necessary to provide for 
the trial, adjud ication of insanity and 
commitment of pe r sons of un sound mind and to 
provide for a ~ethod of appeal from judgments 
rendered in such cases, Such laws may 
provide tor a waive r of trial by jury , in 
cases wnere the Person und er inquiry has not 
been chdrgea with the commission of a 
criminal of fense, by the concurrence of the 
person under inquiry, or his next of kin, and 
an att o rney ad lite~ a~pointed by a judge of 
either the County or Probate Court of the 
c ounty where the trial is being held, and 
shall provide for a method of service of 
notice of such trial upon the per s on under 
inquiry and of his right to demand a trial by 
jury , 

sec , lb, BILLS Of ATTAINDER; ~x POST 
f~CTO UR RETROACTIVE LAWS; I MPAIR I NG 
OBL l GATION UF CONTRACT:, 

~o blll of attalnder , ex post tacto law, 
retroactive law, or any law impairing the 
oolig~tion of contracts, shall be made, 

Sec . 17 . TAKJNG , DAM AGING OR DESTROY I NG 
PPOPERfY FOR PUBL I C USE ; SPECIAL PRIVIL~GES 
AhD J NMU~IT I ES; CONTROL Of PHlVlLtGES AND 
FRANCHISF:S 

No person's property shall be taken, 
damaged, or destroyed for or applied to 
public use without adequate compensation 
being made , or secured by a deposit of money; 
and no irrevocable or uncontrollab le grant of 
special privi leges or immunities, shall be 
ma de; but all privileges and franchises 
granted by the Legislature, or created under 
its authority shall be subject to the control 
tne reof, 

&ec . 18. IMPRISON MENT FOR DEBT 
No person shall every be imprisoned for 

det> t. 
Sec. 19, DEPRIVATION OF LlfE, LIBERTY, 

ETC .; DIIE COURSt OF' LAW 
~o citizen of this state shall be 

deprived ot life , liberty, Property, 
privileges or i mmuniti es, or in any manner 
disfranchised , except by the due course of 
the law of the land, 

Sec , 20. OUTLAWRY OR TRANSPORTATION FOR 
OFFENSE 

No citizen shall he outlawed, nor shall 
any pe rson be transported out of the State 
for any offense committed Within the same. 

Sec , 21 , CORRUPTION OF BLOOD; 
FORFEITURE; SU I CIDES 

No conviction shall work corruption of 
blood , or forfeiture of estate, and the 
esta tes of those who destroy their own lives 
shall descend or vest as in case of natural 
death , 

Sec. 22 . TREASON 
Treason against the State shall consist 

on l y in levying war against it, or adhering 
to its ene~ies, giving them aid and comfort: 
a nd no person shall be convicted of treason 
except on the testimony of t wo witnesses to 

the same ove rt act, or on confession in open 
court, 

sec, 23, KIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR AKMS 
Every citizen shall have the right to 

lceep and bear arms in the lawful ·defense of 
himself or the State; but the Legislature 
shall have power, by 1aw, to regulate the 
wearing Of arms, with a view to prevent 
crime, 

sec, 24, MILITARY SUBORDINA TE TO CIVIL 
AUTHORITY 

The mi litary shall at all times be 
subordinate to the civil authority. 

Sec. 25, QUARTERING SOLDIERS I h HOUSES 
No soldier shall in time of peace be 

quartered in the house ot any citizen without 
the consent of the owner, nor in time of war 
but in a manner pres cribed bY law, 

Sec, 26, PERPETU ITIES AND MONOPOLIES: 
PRIMOGENITURE OR ENTAILMENTS 

Perpetuities and monopolies are contrary 
to the genius of a free government , and shall 
never be allowed, nor shall the law of 
primogeniture or entailments every be in 
force in this State, 

sec, 27. RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY: PET ITI ON 
FOR REDKESS OF GRIEVANCES 

The citizens shall have the right, in a 
peaceable manne r, to assemble together for 
their common good; and apply to those 
invested with the powe rs of government for 
redress of grievances or other purposes, by 
petition , address o r remonstrance , 

sec , 28 , SUSPENSION OF LAWS 
No power of suspendinq laws i n this 

Sta te shall be exercised except by the 
Legislature, 

Sec , 29 , PROVISIONS Of BILL OF RIGHTS 
EXCEPTED FROM POWERS OF GOVERNMENT ; TO 
FOREVEP REMAIN INVIOLATE 

To guard against t ransgressions of th e 
high powers he r ein delegat e d , we declare that 
everything in this "Bill of Rights" is 
excepted out of the general powers of 
government, and shall forever remain 
inviolate, and all l aws contrary thereto, or 
to the following provis ions, shall be vo id. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 178 

By Delegate Ogg : 

To Committee on Rights and Suffrage, 

c.c .P, 178, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Providing an article on the Se parati on 
of Powers, 

BE IT PROPOSED bY TH~ CONSTITUT IONAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Article II read as follows: 
ARTICLE II 

SE PA RAT ION OF POWERS 
section 1. SEPARA TION Of PUWC:HS 
The qovernment of the Stat e of Texas 

shall be divided i nt o thr ee branc hes: 
legislative, executive, and judicial. Exc ep t 
as otherwise authorized by this Const itution , 
each branch shall exercise the powers 
appropriate thereto, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 179 

By Delegate Ogg : 
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To Committee on the Legislature. 

c.c.P. 179, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Providing an article on the Legislature. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Article Ill read as follows: 
ARTICLE 111 

THI:: u :GISLATURI:: 
Section 1, LEGISLATIVE POWER 
The legislative power of the State of 

Texas sna11 be vested in two houses, a senate 
and a House of Representatives, which 
together shall be styled "The Legislature of 
the State of Texas". 

Sec. 2. COMPOSITION 
As shall be provided by law, the senate 

snall consist of not more than thirty-one 
members, and the House of Representatives 
shall consist ot not more than 150 members. 

Sec. 3. QllALTFICATION OF' ~iEMBERS 
(al A person shall be eliqihle for 

election to the Senate 1£ a citizen of the 
United States, a qualified voter, twenty-five 
years of age or older, and a resident ot this 
State for tive years and of the senatorial 
district for one year immediately preceding 
the election, 

(bl A person shall he el1qible tor 
election to the House of Representatives it a 
citizen ot the United States, a ~ual1f1ed 
V?ter, eighteen years of age or older, and a 
resident of this State for two years and of 
the representative district for one year 
!~mediately precedina the election. 

Cc) In the general election following a 
redistricting, a person shall be el1qible to 
be elected to the Legislature trom any new 
district that contains a part of the district 
in which that person was eligible for 
election on the effective date of the 
redistricting, but only if within thirty days 
after the date of filing as a candidate in 
the pri ffi ary election that person becomes a 
resident ot the new district, 

Cd) ~ me mber of the Legislature may not 
hold any other offjce or position of profit 
or trust under this State, the United States, 
or any foreign qovernruent, except as a member 
of the National Guard, Nationrll Guard 
Reserve, or any of the armed forces reserves 
of the United States, as a retired member of 
the ar med forces of the United States, or as 
a notary public. 

Ce) No Judge ?f any court, Secretary of 
State, Attorney General, clerk of any court 
o t rec o r rl , or any person hold1na a lucrative 
o ffice unner the United States, or the State, 
or any toreion qovern ment shall during the 
ter m tor which he is elected or appointed, be 
eligible to the Legislature. 

sec. 4. ELECTION AND TERMS OF MEMBERS 
Ca) Senators and Representatives shall 

be elected at a general election. 
(b) Each Senator shall serve a term of 

four years heginning on the date provided in 
this constitution or by law for convening the 
Legislature in regular session. The 
qualified voters shall elect a new senate 
after each statewide senatorial 
redistricting, and the Senators shall decide 

by lot which shall serve four-year terms and 
which shall serve two-year terms, so that 
one-half shall be chosen every two years 
thereafter. 

Cc) Each Representative shall serve a 
term of two years beginning on the date 
provided in this Constitution or by law for 
convening the Legislature in regular session. 

Cd) Vacancies in the Senate and House 
of Representatives shall be filled by special 
election as provided by law. 

Sec. 5. REDISTRICTING 
(a) Before August 15 followinq 

publication of each federal decennial census, 
the Legislature shall bY law divide the State 
into senatorial districts and into 
representative districts. 

Cb) All senatorial districts shall 
contain as nearly as practicable an equal 
number of inhabitants. All representative 
districts shall contain as nearly as 
practicable an equal number oi inhabitants, 
All districts shall be composed of compact 
and contiguous territory. 

Cc) A county entitled to more than one 
Senator or Representative shall be divided 
into the required number of districts. 
Population in excess of that required for 
complete districts within the county, or the 
population of a county insufficient to 
comprise a district, shall be joined with 
population of another county or counties to 
form one district. 

fd) Senatorial and representative 
districts shall not divide counties unless 
necessary to prevent a significant population 
variance between districts. 

Ce) A Legislative Redistricting Board 
shall be constituted within twenty days after 
August 15. The board shall consist of the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Attorney General, 
and the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. The Legislature shall provide funds 
for the board's clerical, technical, and 
other expenses, 

Cf) If the Legislature fails to 
redistrict by August 15 or if its 
redistricting plan is declared invalid, the 
State shall be redistricted by the board. In 
the event of failure to redistrict, the board 
shall convene as soon as practicable after it 
is constituted. In the event the legislative 
redistrictinq plan is declared invalid, the 
board shall convene as soon thereafter as is 
practicable, The board shall make and file 
its rertistricting plan with the secretary of 
State within twenty-five days atter its tirst 
meetinq. 

Cg) If the board fails to complete its 
redistricting in accordance with the 
requirements of this section, the supreme 
Court of Texas shall have original 
jurisdiction to compel the board to perform 
its duties and may provide such remedies and 
penalties as may be appropriate. 

(h) The board shall be dissolved 
immediately following the first general 
election held in accordance with a valid 
redistricting plan. 

Sec. 7. SESSIONS 
(a) The Legislature shall meet at least 

once every two years and at such times and 
for such duration as provided by law. 

(bl All legislative proceedings shall 
be open to the public, except the Senate when 
in executive session. 
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(cl Neither house may adjourn or recess 
for mor e than three days without the consent 
of the other. 

Cd) The Legislature shall meet at the 
seat of government unless otherwise provided 
by law. 

Sec, B. ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURE 
(a) Each house shall be the judge of 

the qualifications and election of its own 
members, but contested elections shall be 
determined as provided by law, 

Cb) Each house shall adopt it• rules of 
procedure. The Legislature by majority vote 
of the membership of each house shall adopt 
joint rules, Rules, once adopted, shall 
remain in effect until amended, repealed, or 
otherwise changed by the same or succeeding 
Legislatures, 

(cJ At the beginning and end of each 
session the Senate shall elect from its 
members a president oro tempore who shal l 
perform the duties of president when the 
Lieutenant Governor is absent or disabled, or 
when the office is vacant, 

(dl When first assembled the House of 
Representatives shall organize and elect a 
speaker f ro m its members, 

Cel Two-thirds ot the membership of 
each house shall constitute a quorum for 
transacting business, but fewer members may 
recess or adjourn from day to day and compel 
the attendance of absent members, 

Ct) fach house shall prepare and 
publish a journal of its proceedings, At the 
request of any three members present, the 
votes on any question shall be recorded in 
the journal. 

Cg) Each house may punish a member for 
disorderly conduct or tor cause deemed 
sufficient by that house and may expel a 
member by two-thirds vote of its membership, 
but not a second time for the same offense, 

sec . 9, LEGISLATIVE IMMUNITY 
No member shall be questioned in any 

other place tor speech or debate during a 
legislative proceeding, 

Sec. 10, CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
Cal No me mber may vote for the 

apoointment of another member to any office 
filled hy the Legislature, 

(bl During the term tor which elected a 
member shall be ineligible for C1l any civil 
office or profit under this State which shall 
have been created, or the emoluments of which 
may have been increased, during such term, or 
12) any office or position the appointment to 
which may be made, in whole or in part, by 
either house of the Legislature. The 
ineligibility shall terminate on the last day 
in December of the last full calendar year of 
the session in which the office was created 
or the salary increased, 

(cl A member privately interested in a 
bill, resolution , or other matter before the 
Legislature shall disclose the interest and 
shall not vote on the bill, re&olution, or 
other matter, 

(M) No member may have a pecuniary 
interest in any contract with the State, 

sec. 11, TIME Of TAKING EFFECT OF LA~S 
No law except the general appropriations 

act and redistrictino acts shall take effect 
until after it becomes a law or ninety days 
after adjournment of the session at which it 
was enacted, whichever is earlier. The 

Legislature, by two-thirds record vote of the 
membership of each house, may authorize an 
earlier effective date, 

sec. 12, BILLS 
The Legislature shall create no bill 

except by law, 
Sec, 13, IMPEACHMENT 
(aJ The House of Representatives shall 

have the sole power to conduct legislative 
investigations to determine the existence of 
cause for impeachment and, by the record of 
two-thirds of its membership, to impeach 
executive officers and justices of the 
Supreme Court, 

(bJ Any officer against whom articles 
of impeachment have been preferred shal l be 
suspended trom the exercise of the dut ies of 
the office dur ing the pendency of the 
impeachment, The Governor may make a 
temporary appointment to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the suspension of the officer 
until the decision on the impeachment. 

Cc) Impeachments shall be tr ied by the 
Senate, When sitting for that purpose, 
Senators shall affirm or take an oath to try 
impartially the party impeached, If the 
Governor or Lieutenant Governor is tried, the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall 
preside. A person may be convicted of 
impeachment charged only by recoro vote of 
two-thirds of the membership of the Senate. 

(d) A judgment of conviction by the 
Senate shall not extend beyond removal from 
office and disqualification to hold any 
office of honor, trust, or profit of this 
State, An impeached person, whether 
convicted or acquitted, shall be amenable to 
prosecution, trial, judgment, and punishment 
according to law, 

Sec. 14, PRIVILEGED FROM ARREST 
Senators and Representatives shall, 

except in cases of treason, felony, or breach 
of the peace, be privil eged from arrest 
during the session of the Legislature, and in 
going to and returnino from the same, 
allowing one day for every two-hundred miles 
such member may reside from the place at 
which the Legislature is convened, 

Sec. 15, ADV I CE AND CONSENT OF THE 
SENATE 

Two-thirds of the members present and 
voting shall constitute consent to any 
appointment which this Constitution requires 
to be made with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. The Legislature may provide by l aw 
for interim appointments made when the senate 
is not 1n session. 

CO~STITUTIONAL CON VENTION PROPOSAL 180 

By Delegate Ogg : 

To committee on the Executive. 

c .c.P, 180, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Providing an article on the Executive, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONST I TUTIONAL 

That ARTICLE IV read as follows : 
ARTICLE IV 

THE EXECUTIVE 
section 1, OFFICERS CONSTITUTING THE 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
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To Committee on the Legislature. 

c.c.P. 179, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTI ON OF TEXAS 

Providing an article on the Legislature. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUT IONAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Article III read as follows: 
ART ICU: J II 

Tlil:: LFGISLATURt: 
s ecti on 1 , LEGISLATJVE POWl::R 
The legislative power of the State of 

Texas sna11 be vested in two houses, a senate 
and a House of Rep resentatives, which 
together shall be styled "The Legislature of 
the State of Texas". 

Sec. 2. COMPOSITION 
As shall be provideo by law, the senate 

shall consist of not mor e than thirty-one 
members, and the House of Representati ves 
shall consist ot not mor e than 150 membe rs. 

Sec. 3 . QUALIFICAT I ON OF ~EMBERS 
(a) A person s~all be eliqible for 

election to the Se nate if a citizen of the 
United States, a qualified voter, twenty-fi ve 
years of age o r older, and a resident ot this 
State tor five years and of the senatorial 
district for one year i mmediately preceding 
the election. 

(bl A person shall he eliqible for 
election to the House of Representatives if a 
citizen ot the llnited States, a C)Ualif i ed 
v0te r, eighteen years of age or o l der , and a 
residen t of this St ate for two years and of 
the representative district for one year 
! ~m e di a tely precedin9 th e election . 

Cc) I n the general elect i on following a 
redistricting, a pe rs on shall be eliqible to 
be elected to the Legislature from any new 
district that contains a part of the district 
in which that person was eligible for 
election on the effective date of the 
redistricting, but only if within t hir ty days 
after the date of filing as a candidate in 
the priffiary election that person becomes a 
resi de nt ot the new district , 

Cd) ~ member of the Legislatu re may not 
hol d any other offjce or position ot profit 
or trust under this State, the Un ited States, 
or any foreign qov ernruent, excep t as a member 
of the Nationa l Guard , ~ational Gua rd 
Reserve, or any of the armed f orc es reserves 
of the United States, as a retired membe r of 
the arm e d forces of the United States, or as 
a notary public . 

Ce) No Judae 0f any court, Secretary of 
State, Attorney General, clerk of any court 
o t recorrl , or any person holding a lucrative 
office unner the United States , or the State , 
or any toreion qovernme nt shall dur ing the 
term tor wh ich he is elected or appointed, be 
eligible to th e Legislature. 

s ec. 4. ELECTION AND TERMS OF MEMBERS 
Ca) Senators and Representat ives shall 

be elec t e d at a general election, 
Cb) Each Senator shall serve a term of 

four years heginning on the date provi ded in 
this Constitut i o n or by law for convening the 
Legislature in regular session. The 
qua lif ied voters shall elect a new Sena t e 
after each s ta tewi de senatorial 
redistricting, and the s enators shall dec i de 

by lot which shall serve four-year terms and 
which shall serve two-year terms, so that 
one-half shall be chosen every two years 
thereafter. 

Cc) Each Representative shall serve a 
term of two years beginning on the date 
provided in this Constitution or by law for 
convening the Legislature in regular session, 

(d) Vacancies in the Senate and House 
of Representatives shall be filled by special 
election as provided by law. 

Sec. 5. REDISTRICTING 
(a) Before August 15 following 

publication of each federal decennial census, 
the Legislature shall bY law divide the State 
into senatorial districts and into 
representative districts, 

Cb) Al l senatorial districts shall 
contain as nearly as practi cable an e qual 
number of inhabitan ts. All representative 
districts shall contain as nearly as 
prac t icable an equal number ot inhabitants. 
All distr icts shall be compos ed of compact 
and contiguous territory. 

(c) A county entitled to more than one 
Senator or Re presentat i ve shall be divided 
into the requ ired number of districts. 
Population in excess of that required for 
complete di stricts within the county, or the 
population of a county insufficient to 
comprise a district, shall be joined with 
population of another county or countie s to 
form one district, 

(d) Senatorial and representative 
districts shall not divide counties unless 
necessary to prevent a significant popu lation 
variance between districts . 

Ce) A Legislative Red istr icting Board 
shall be const ituted within twenty days after 
August 15. The board shall consist of the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor , Speaker o f the 
House of Representatives, Attorney General, 
and the comm issioner of the General Land 
Office. The I,egislature shall provi de funds 
for the board's clerical , technical, and 
other expenses. 

Cf) If the Legislature fails to 
redistrict by August 15 or if its 
redistricting p lan is declared invalid, the 
State shall be redistricted by the board. In 
t he event of failure to redistrict, the board 
shall convene as s oon as practicable after it 
is constituted. In the ev en t the legislative 
r edis tricting plan is declared invalid, the 
board shall c onvene as soon thereatter as is 
practicable, The boa r d shall make and file 
its redistricting plan with the secretary of 
State within cwenty-fi ve days after its first 
meetinq, 

(g) It the board fails to complete i t s 
redistricting in accordance with the 
requirements of this Secti on, the supr eme 
Court of Texas shall have original 
jurisdiction to compel the board to pe rf o r m 
its duties and may provide such remedies and 
penalti es as may be appropriate. 

(h) The board shal l be dissolve d 
immediatel y following the first general 
election hel d in accordance with a valid 
redistricting plan . 

Sec. 7. SESS I ONS 
Ca) The Legislature shall meet at least 

once every two years and at such times and 
for such duration as prov ided by law. 

Cb ) All legislative p roceedings s hall 
be open to the publ ic, except the Senate whe n 
in execut ive session, 
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Cc) Neither house may adjourn or recess 
for more than three days without the consent 
of the other. 

Cd) The Legislature shall meet at the 
seat of government unless otherwise provided 
by law. 

Sec, 8, ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURE 
(a) ~ach house shall be the judge of 

the qualifications and election of its own 
members, but contested elections shall be 
determined as provided by law, 

Cb) Each house shall adopt it~ rules of 
procedure. The Legislature by majority vote 
of the membership of each house shall adopt 
joint rules, Rules, once adopted, shall 
remain in effect until a~ended , repealed, or 
otherwise changed by the sa~e or succeeding 
Legislatures, 

CcJ At the beginning and end of each 
session the Senate shall elect from its 
members a president or o tempore who shall 
perform the duties of president when the 
Lieutenant Governor is ab sent or disabled, or 
when the office is vacant, 

Cd) When first assembled the House of 
Representatives shall organize and elect a 
speaker from its members, 

Ce) Two-thi rds ot the membership of 
each house shall constitute a quorum for 
transacting business, but fewer members may 
recess or adjourn from day to day and compel 
the attendance of absent members , 

Ct) Each house shall prepare and 
publish a journal of its proceedings , At the 
request of any three members present, the 
votes on any que s tion shall be recorded in 
the journal, 

Cg) Each house may punish a me mber for 
disorderly conduct or tor cause deemed 
sufficient by that house and may expel a 
member oy two-thirds vote of its membership, 
but not a second time for the same offense, 

Sec . 9. LEGISLATIVE IMMUNITY 
No member shall be questioned in any 

other place for speech or debate during a 
legislative proceeding, 

Sec, 10, CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
(a) No member may vote for the 

a poointment of another member to any office 
filled ~Y the Legislature. 

Cb) During the term tor which elected a 
member shall be ineligible for Cl) any civil 
office or profit under this State which shall 
have been created , or the emoluments of which 
may have been increased, during such term, or 
(2) any office or position the appointment to 
which may be made, in whole or in part , bY 
either house of the Legislature. The 
ineligibility shall terminate on the last day 
in Dec e mber of the last full calendar year of 
the session in which the office was created 
or the salary increased, 

Cc) A member privately interested in a 
bill, resolution, or other matter before the 
Legislature shall disclose the interest and 
shall not vote on the bill, resolution, or 
other matter . 

(rt) No member may have a pecuniary 
interest in any contract with the State. 

sec . 11, TIME Of TAKING EFFECT OF LAKS 
No law except the general appropriations 

act and redistrictino acts shall take effect 
until after it becomes a law or ninety days 
after adjournment of the session at which it 
was enacted , whichever is earlier. The 

Legislature, by two-thirds record vote of the 
membership of each house, may authorize an 
earlier effective date. 

Sec. 12. BILLS 
The Legislature shall create no bill 

except by law. 
Sec, 13, I MPEACHMENT 
caJ The House of Representatives shall 

have the sole power to conduct legislative 
investigations to determi ne the existence of 
cause for impeachment and, by the record of 
t wo-thirds of its membership, to impeach 
executive officers and justices of the 
Supreme Court, 

Cb) Any officer ~gainst whom articles 
of impeachment have been preferred shall be 
suspended trom the exercise of the duties of 
the office dur i ng the pendency of the 
impeachment, The Governor may make a 
temporary appointment to fill the vacan cy 
occasioned by the suspension of the officer 
until the decision on the impeachment, 

Cc) Impeachments shall be tr ied by the 
Senate, When sitting for that purpose, 
senators shall affirm or take an oath to try 
impartially the party impeached, If the 
Governor or Lieutenant Governor is tried, the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme court shall 
preside, A person may be convicted of 
impeac hment charged only by record vote of 
two-thirds of the membership of the Senate. 

Cd) A judgment of conviction by the 
Senate shall not extend beyond removal from 
office and disqualification to hold any 
office of honor, trust, or profit of this 
State, An impeached person, whether 
convicted or acquitted, shall be amenable to 
prosecution, t rial, judgment, and punishment 
according to law, 

Sec, 14, PRIVILEGED FROM ARREST 
senators and Representatives shall, 

except in cases of treason, felony, or breach 
of the peace, be privileged from arrest 
during the session of the Legislature, and in 
going to and returnino from the same, 
allowing one day for every two-hundred miles 
such member may reside from the place at 
which the Legislature is convened, 

Sec, 15. ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE 
SENATE 

Two-thirds ot the members present and 
voting shall constitute consent to any 
appointment which this Constitution requires 
to be made with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, The Legislature may provide by l aw 
for interim appointments made when the Senate 
is not in session, 

CO~STITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 180 

By Delegate Ogg: 

To Committee on the Executive. 

c . c.P. 180, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Prov iding an article on the Executive, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That ARTICLE IV read as follows : 
APTICLE IV 

THE EXECUTIVE 
Section 1, OFFICERS CONSTITUTING THE 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
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The Governor shall be the Chief 
Executive officer of the State. The 
Executive Depa rt ment shall consist of a 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Treasurer, Secretary of State, Commissioner 
ot the General Land Office , and such other 
officers as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 2. SEL~CTIO~, TERMS, AND R~SIDENCE 
OF OH lCU{S OF tXECIJTIVE: DEPARTMENT• 

The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
At~orney General, Commissioner of the General 
Land Office , Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
and Treasurer shall be elec ted by the 
qualified voters of the state at general 
elections beginn j nq with 1978. The Secretary 
of State shall be appointed by the Governor. 
Appointive offi cers of the Executive 
Department shall be appoint e d by the Governor 
wich advice and consent of the senate and 
shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor. 
Elective officers of the Executive Department 
shall serve four-year terms. All officers of 
t he Executive Departme nt shall reside a t the 
seat ot government. 

Sec . 3. RETURNS OF ELECTION: CONTESTS. 
Election r eturns for executive officers 

snall be tabulated and cert i fied in a manner 
provided by law. 

Sec. 4. GOVERNOR'S ELIGIBILITY AND 
INSTALLATION 

Cal The Governor shall 
thirty years of age, shall be a 
the United States, and shall 
resident of th is State at least 
immediately preceding election. 

be at least 
citizen of 
have been a 
f i ve years 

Cb) The Governor shall be inaugurated 
the day following the organization of the 
Legislature, or as soon thereafter as 
possible . 

sec . s . GUBERNATORIAL SUCCESSIO~ 
Cal It before lnauguration the person 

elected Governor fails to quality, is 
disabled, or dies, the person elected 
Lieutenant Governor shall be inaugurated and 
shall serve as Governor until the person 
elected Governor at the next general election 
a&&umes office tor the remainder of the term. 

Cb) lf after inauguration the Governor 
dies, resigns , becomes disabled, or is 
removed from office, the Lieutenant Governor 
shall become Governor and shall serve for the 
remainder of the terrr unless the vacancy 
occurs within sixteen months after 
inauguration in which event the Lieutenant 
Governor shall serve only until the person 
elected Governor at the next general election 
assumes office for the remainder ot the term. 

Cc) If the Governor is absent trom the 
State , the Lieutenant Governor &hall act as 
Governor until the Governor r eturns . 

(a) While serving or acting as 
Governor, the Lieutenant Governor shall 
receive only the compensation payable to a 
Governor. 

Ce) The Legislature may provide by law 
for fu r ther succession to the office of 
Governor . No person shall serve as Governor 
unless qualifien for that office , 

Sec . b , DISABILITY Uf ELECTIVE OFFICERS 
OF tXECIJTIVE OEPARnFi•1 

The disability ot any elected officer of 
the Executive Department to perform the 
du t ies of the office during the term for 
which elected shall he determined in a 

proceeding in the supreme Court of the State 
under such rules of procedure as may be 
prescribed by that court. A majority vote of 
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
President pro tempore of the senate shall 
initiate such proceedings. 

Sec. 7. COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS OF 
EXECUTIVE: DEPARTMENT 

The compensation of the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, 
Comptroller of PUblic Accounts, Secretary of 
State, and commissioner of the General Land 
Office shall be as provided by 1aw. The 
compensation of officers of the Ex ecutive 
Department shall not be diminished durino 
their term of office. The Governor shall 
have the use of the Governor's Mansion. 

Sec. a. DUAL OFFICE HOLDING; OTHER 
COMPENSATION 

No officer of the Executive Department 
shall hold any other civil or corporate 
office or practice any profession; nor shall 
any such officer receive any salary, reward, 
or compensation from non-governmental 
sources. 

Sec. 9. COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF! CALLING 
FORTH MILITIA 

The Governor shall be Commander-i n-Chief 
of the Military forces of the State, except 
when they are called into actual service of 
the United States, and shall have power to 
call forth the militi a to e xecute the laws of 
the state, to suppress insurrections, and to 
repel invasions. 

Sec. 10. EXECUTION OF LAWS; CONDUCT OF 
BUSINESS WITH OTHER STATES, THE UN I TE:O 
STATES, AND FOREIGN NATIONS 

The Governor shall cause the law to be 
faithfully executed and shall conduct, in 
person or in such manner as shall be provided 
by law, all intercourse and business of the 
State with other states, the United States, 
and foreign nations. 

Sec. 11. cor,vu.11\G THE LEGISLJI.TllRE, IN 
SPECIAL SJ::SSION 

The Governor may, on extraordinary 
occasions, convene tne Legislature in special 
session, stating specifically the purpose of 
the session. 

Sec. 12. GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE 
At the beginning of each legislative 

session the Governor shall , and at other 
times may, give the Legislature information 
on the condition of the State , and may 
recommend legislative action. 

sec. 13. ACTION ON RILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS 

(a) Every bill that passes both houses 
of the Legislature shall be presented to the 
Governor. The Governor may a pprove the bill 
by signinq it in which event it shall become 
law and shall be filed with the Secre tary of 
State. The Governor may veto the bill by 
returning it with objections to the house in 
which it originated. That house 5hall enter 
the objections in its jo~rnal and reconsider 
the ~111 tor passage over the veto . If the 
bill passes that house by a two- thirds record 
vote of the membership, it shall be sent with 
the Governor's objections to the other house 
which shall enter the objections in its 
journal and reconsider the bill tor passage 
over the veto. If the bil l likewise pas se s 
that house by a two-thirds record vote of th e 
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membership, the bill shall become a law and 
shall be filed with the secretary ot State. 
If the Governo r fails to veto a b i ll within 
ten days (Sundays excepted) after it is 
presented, the bil l shall become a law and 
shall be filed with the Secretary of State, 
If the Leg is lature by its adjournment 
prevents a veto, the bill shall become a law 
and shall be filed with the Secretary of 
State un less within twenty days after 
adjournment tne r,overnor f i les the bill and 
objections with the Secretary of State and 
gives publ ic notice thereof by proclamation. 
If the same Legislature meets aqain , the 
Secretary of Sta te shall return the bi ll with 
the Governor's objections to the house in 
wh i ch the blll o r iginated for reconsi deration 
i n t he manner provided above. 

Cb) The Governo r may veto or reduce any 
item of appropriation in a bill, except that 
no item consisting of an appropriation tor 
t he salary for a single office or po sition 
may be reduced. Portions ot a bill not 
vetoed and the reduced amount of items shall 
become law. Items vetoed and the amount by 
which items a re reduced together with the 
Governor's objections shall be returned to 
the house in which the bill originated tor 
rec ons i deration in the manner provided in 
Subsection Cal. 

( c ) All order s and reso lu tions 
requiring the concurrence of both houses of 
the Legislature , except those concerning 
adi ournment and l egisla tive rules and those 
proposinq amendments t~ the Constitution or a 
re ferendum on incurring State debt , sha l l be 
presented to the Governor, I f the Governor 
disapproves an o rde r or resolution, it shall 
not become effective unless repasse d in the 
manner p rovided tor in Subsection Ca), 

sec . 14 . CH I EF PLANNING OFFICER 
The Governor shall be the chief pla nning 

officer of the State and may require 
infor mat ion in ~riting and reports fro m all 
State aqencies and officers upon any subject 
relatinq to tneir duties, condit i ons, 
manaa e ment , and expenditures. 

Sec . 15 . BUOG~T PM~PAHATI ON 
At the beginninq of each session at 

which appr opriat i ons are to be made tor the 
general operation of the government the 
Governor shall submit to the Legislature a 
budget for all proposed State expenditures 
for the applicable fiscal period, accompanied 
by a n appropr iation bill covering the 
pr oposed expenditures. This bill, to be 
known as the Budget Bil l, shall be introduced 
i mmediatel y in each house by the r espective 
chai r men of the com~ittees on appropriations 
for consideration and passage as in the case 
of any other bill . Unt il the Budge t Bill has 
been enac ted , neither house shal l fin a lly 
pass any other appropriation bill, except 
eme rgency bi ll s rec omm ended by the Governor 
and approp ria tions for the operation of the 
Legislature. 

Sec . 16 . BUDGET EXECUTION 
The Governor shal l be responsible as 

provided by law for the proper execution and 
administration of th e total State Budge t and 
shall require of all State governmental 
agencies such expenditu re plans , f iscal 
reports and accounts as deem e d necessary to 
supervise the expenditure of previously 
appropr i ated funds. 

Sec, 17. ADMINISTRATIVE REORGANIZATION 
The Gov ernor may from time to time 

s ubmi t to the Legislature written 
reorganizat ion plans reassigning f unctions 
among or consolidat ing or abolishing any 
State governmental agencies, Within sixty 
days afte r submission or within sixty days 
after the Legislature can act as a 
deliberative body, whichever comes la t er, 
either hou s e ma y reject a plan by resolution. 
Unless rejected the plan shall become 
effec tive by its ter ms, 

s ec, 16, REPR IEVES, COMMUTAT I ONS , AND 
PARDONS; REM I SSION Of fi tJES AND FORFE IT IJR~S 

The Gov ernor shall have pow er as 
provided by law to grant reprieves rela t ing 
to the Execution of death sentences, and to 
grant commutat ions , pardons, and the 
remission of fines and torfeitures. 

Sec . 19 , LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
The Lieutenant Governo r shall possess 

the same qualifications as provided for the 
Governor, The qualified voters shall cast 
separate votes for the candidates for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, The 
Lieutenant Governor shall, by virtue of the 
office, be President of the Senate and when 
the Senate is equally d i vided may cast a 
deciding vote, 

Sec, 20 . SECRETARY OF STATE 
The secret a r y of state shall per form the 

duties requ ired by this const itution and such 
other duties as may be provided by law, 

Sec, 21 . ATTORN EY GENERAL 
Th e Attorney General, except as 

expressly provided by law to t he contrary, 
shal l represent t he State in al l suits in 
which the State may be a party in all the 
courts o f the State and of the United States, 
shall have all the powe rs of t he office as at 
common law, and shall have such other duti e s 
as may be prov ided bY law, The Attorney 
General must be qualified to p ractice before 
the Supreme Cou r t of this State. 

sec. 22 . COMPTROLLER Of PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
The Compt r oller of Public Account s shall 

perform the duties re qu ired by this 
Constitution and such o ther dut ies as may be 
provided by law. 

Sec, 23, GENERAL !.AND OFFICE 
There shall be one Genera l Land Office 

in the St ate at the seat of government, where 
a ll land titles emana ting from the State 
shall be registered. The commissioner of the 
General Land Office shall perform the duties 
required by this Constitution and such other 
duties as may be provided by law, 

sec , 24. TREASURER 
The Treasurer shall perform t he dut ies 

that s hall be provided by law. 
Sec, 25. VACANCIES IN STATEWIOF OFFICES 
Unless otherwise prov i ded by this 

Const itution , al l vacancies in elective 
statewi de offices shall be filled by 
appointment of the Governor with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, An a ppointee 
shall serve for the remainder of the term 
unless the vacancy occur s within sixteen 
months atter the e lected of f icer assu med 
office, in which event the appointee shall 
serve only until a successor elected at t he 
next general election assumes office tor the 
remainder of the unexpired term. 

Sec, 26. STATE AGENC I ES 
(a) The length of the term of members 

appointed bY t he Governor to State 
governmenta l agencies created by statute and 
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with a life of not less than six years shall 
be two years, unless the number of appointed 
members is three or a whole multiple thereof 
in which case the length of the term shall be 
six years. Two-year terms shall expire 
between February 1 and April 1 of 
odd-numbered years. In the case of agencies 
with members who serve six-year terms, the 
terms of the ~embers appointed by the 
Governor shall be staqgered, The terms of 
one-third ot such members shall expire 
between February 1 and April 1 of 
odd-numbered years. 

(b) At the time of appointing members 
of multi-member agencies with six-year terms, 
the Governor may designate the chairman, If 
the Governor fails to designate a chairman 
prior to April 1, the members of an agency 
shall choose the chairman from among its 
membership. 

Sec, 27. SEAL OF STATE AND COMMISSIONS 
There shall be a Seal of the State which 

shall be kept by the secretary of State and 
used by that officer officially under the 
direction of the Governor. All commissions 
shall oe in the name and by the authority of 
the State of Texas, sealed with the seal of 
the State, signed by the Governor, and 
attested by the Secretary of State, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 181 

By ~elegate Ogg: 

To Committee on the Judiciary. 

c . c.P. 181, A PROPOSAL FOR INC ORPORATION 
IN TH~ CONSTITUTlON OF TEXAS 

Providinq an article on the Judiciary, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITU1IONAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Article V read as follows: 
ARTICLE V 

THE JUDICIARY 

Secti<'n 1. UNIF !ED JUt>ICIAJ, SYSTEM 

The judicial power of the State is 
vested in the Judicial Branch , The State 
unitied j~dicial system shall be composed of 
a Supreme Court, courts of appeals, district 
courts, and county courts, and others as may 
be provided by law, but jurisdiction of 
courts of the same level shall be uniform 
throughout the State, 

Sec. 2. SUPREME COURT 
Cal Tne supreme Court shall be the 

hiqhest court of the State and shall consist 
of the Chief Justice of Texas and at least 
eight other justices , It shall have such 
juri~diction, administrative, and rulemaking 
authority as shall be provided bY law. 

Sec. 3. COUR TS OF APPfALS 
The Legislature shall provide by Jaw for 

one or more courts of appeals, each 
consistinq of a chief judge and two other 
judqes , and such add1t1oral judges as may be 
providen by law, Not fewer than three judges 
shall sit in any case, 

Sec. 4, DISTRICT COURTS 
The State shall be divided by law, or by 

an agency actinq under authority of law, into 

geographical judicial districts, In each 
district there shall be one district court 
with one or more district judges and such 
other officials as provided in this Article 
or by law. 

Sec. 5, COUNTY COURTS 
The Legislature shall provide by law for 

county courts, A county court may serve one 
or more counties, but no county shall have 
more than one county court. Each county 
court shall have one or more judges and such 
other officials as provided by law, 

Sec, 6, JUSTICE COURTS 
The governing body of each county shall 

establish and maintain one or more justice 
courts and, if more than one, shall divide 
the county into justice precincts and provide 
a justice court for each precinct, 

Sec. 7, QUALIFICATIONS OF JUDGES 
Each justice or judge shall be a citizen 

of this State and shall have such other 
qualifications as provided by law. Each 
justice and judge in the unified judicial 
system must be licensed to practice law in 
thls State, 

Sec, 8, EL~CTION OF JUDGES 
Cal Chief Justice and justices of the 

Supre me Court shall be elected by the 
qualified voters of this state every 6 years 
in the manner provided by law, Judges of the 
Courts of Appeals shall be elected by the 
qualified voters ot their respective 
districts every 6 years in the manne r 
provided by law. 

(bl Vacancies in the office of justices 
and judqes of the Supreme court and the 
Courts of Appeals shall be filled until the 
next succeeding election by the Governor with 
advice and consent of the senate. 

Sec, 9. COMPENSATION 
The State shall pay the basic salaries 

of all justices and judqes of the unified 
judicial system, subject to any 
supplementation by counties, and shall pay 
such other expenses of the system as provided 
by law, Funds collected by the courts may 
not be used to support the un ified judicial 
system except to the extent of reimbursement 
of salaries and other exoenses, 

Sec. 10, MANDATORY RETIREMENT OF JUDGES 
The office of each justice and judge in 

the unified judicial system shall become 
vacant on the first day of January of the 
year following the date on which the 
incumbent reached the age of seventy-five 
years or an earlier age, not less than 
seventy years, as provided by law, 

Sec. 11. REMOVAL OF JUDGES 
(a) Any justice of the supreme Court 

shall he removed hy the Governor, after a 
hearing bY the Legislature and a vote bY 
two-thirds of the membership of each house, 
for willful neg lect of duty, incompetency, 
oppression in off.ice, or other reasonable 
cause not a sufficient ground for 
impeachment, 

(bl Any justice, judge, or other 
judicial officer may be removed from office, 
suspended, or censured by the Supre~e Court 
for willful or persistent conduct which is 
clearly inconsistent with the proper 
performance of duties of the office, or which 
casts public discredit upon the judiciary or 
the administration of justice, and may be 
involuntarily retired or removed by the 
Supreme Court for disability seriously 
interfering wi th the performance of duties of 
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the office 1f the disability is, or is likely 
to become, permanent, 

sec, 12, JURIES 
Ca) Grand juries in the district courts 

shall consist of twelve persons, nine of whom 
shall constitute a quorum, 

(bl The various classifications and 
types ot Criminal court juries and 
qualifications and numbers of Criminal Court 
jurors shall be deter mined by law or the 
Supreme Court pu rsuan t to their rulemak!ng 
power, Notwithstanding, the guarantee ot a 
unanimous jury verdict shall remain inviolate 
in criminal cases, 

(cl The various classitications and 
types of Civil Court juries and 
qual ifi cations and numbers of Civil Court 
jurors shall be determined by law or by the 
Supreme Court p ursuant to their rulemaking 
power , Notwithstanding, a verdict may be 
rendered in civil cases when not less than 
three-fourths of their number shall concur in 
anct sign the verdict , 

Col The qualifications of Grand Jurors 
shall be as provided hy law. 

Sec , 13 , APPEAi, BY STATE 
The State shall nave no right ot appeal 

in criminal cases. 
Sec, 14 . APPEAL BY ACCUSED 
The right of appeal granted to an 

accused by Art icle I , Section 11a of this 
Constitution s hall be direct to the Supreme 
Court of Texas. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CO NVENTIO N PROPOSAL 182 

By Delegate Ogg: 

To Committee on Rights and Suffrage, 

C,C , P. 182, A PR OPOSAL FOR INC ORPORATI ON 
IN TH~ CONSTITUTI ON Of TEXA S 

Providing an ar t icle on Suffrage, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CON VENTI ON OF TEXAS: 

That Article VI read as tollows: 
ARTJ CLE VI 

SUFFRAG E 
Secti on 1 , QUALIFI ED VOTER 
Any citizen o f the United States 

eight ee n years of a g e or older who meets the 
registration a n d r esidence requirements 
provided by law, who has not been convicted 
of any felony, and wh o is not of unsound mind 
as deter mined by a c ourt of competent 
iu r isd i c ti on , shall ~ea qua lified vo t er. 

Se c . 2 . FORFEll UR~ Of HESID tNCF b Y 
Ai:'Sl:.. t! Ct" Ot, l-'UhL I C PII S I NF SS 

~o pers on s ha ll forfeit the right of 
s u f t ra qe becau se of absence from the State or 
a political s ubd ivision on b usiness of the 
United States, this State , or a political 
subdivision, 

Sec. 3, ELECTIONS 
All elections by the qualifi ed voters 

shall oe by secret oallot, The Legislature 
by law shall provide the requiremen ts tor 
residence, reg istration, absentee voting, and 
administra tion of elections, and shall ensure 
the purity of elections and guard against 
abuses o f the electoral proce ss, 

Sec. 4. GEN ERAL ELECTIONS 

General elections 
even-numbered years on 
law, 

shall be held in 
a date provided by 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 183 

By Deleqate Ogg: 

To committee on Educat ion, 

C,C,P, 183, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Providing an article on Education, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONST I TUT ION AL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Article VII read as follows: 
ARTICLE VII 

EDUCATION 
secticn 1, SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE OF 

SYSTEM OF FRE~ PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
A general diff usion of knowledge being 

essenti a l to the p re servation of the 
liberties and rights of the people , it shall 
be the d uty of the Legislature to establish 
and make suitable provision for t he support 
and maintenance of an efficient system of 
free public schools. 

Sec, 2, PERMANENT AND AVAILABLE SCHOOL 
FUND 

Ca) The Permanent School Fund consists 
of all p roperty set apart for support o f the 
free public schools , The Permanent Fund 
shall not be expended but shall be preserved 
and invested at the direction of the Sta te 
Board of Education ir. the manr.er prescribed 
by law, 

Cb) 1he Available School Fund consists 
of income fro m the Permanent Fund togethe r 
with all State taxes dedicated to sup port the 
free public schools, 

Sec . 3, SCHOOL AND COMMUN I TY COLLEGE 
DISTRICTS 

The Legislature s hall define by general 
law the duties and funct i ons of school and 
community college d istricts and shall provide 
for establishing, financing, alter i ng, 
consolidating, and abolishing such d istric t s , 

Sec, 4, FIRST CLASS COLLEGES AND 
UNIV ERS ITIES 

The Legislature shall provide for a 
system of h igher ed ucation of the first class 
consisting of first class institutions or 
systems as may be provioed by law , 

Sec. s. STATE BO ARD OF EDUCATION 
There shall be a State Board of 

Education whose members shall be elected in 
such manner and tor such terms a s shall be 
provide d by law, provided that the terms 
shall no t exceed six years , The board shall 
perform such duties as shal l be prov ided by 
law , 

CONSTITUTI ONAL CON VENTION PROPOSAL 184 

By Deleqate Ogg : 

To Committee on finance, 

c . c. P . 184 , A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TtXAS 

Providing an article on Finance, 

BE I T 
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CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Article VIII read as follows: 
ARTICLE VIII 

FINANCE 
SPctJon I. TAXATI ON 
Taxes shall be levied and collected by 

general law, Taxation shall be equal and 
uniform, except that the Legislature may, by 
general law, provide for tax exemptions. 

Sec. 2. STATE DEFT 
(al State debt shall mean bonds or 

other evidences of indebtedness which are 
secured by the general credit of the State or 
are to be repaid, directly or indirectly, 
from tax revenue and are incurred for the 
State or for an aoency ot the State. 

(bl No State debt shall be authorized 
or incurred except as provided in this 
Constit ut ion. 

Cc) State debt may be authorized by 
general law to iefund outstanding State debt. 

(dl state debt may be incurred if 
approved by two-thirds vote of the membership 
of each house of the Legislature and 
submitted to and approve d by a majority of 
the qua l ified electors voting on the 
question, 

Sec . 3. APP ROPR IATIONS 
Cal Money may not be drawn from the 

State Treasury except in accordance with 
specific appropriati ons made by law, 

(bl Any appropriation from the State 
Treasury expires two years atter its 
effective date. 

(cl No bill containing an appropriation 
may be considered as passed or be sent to the 
Governor for consideration until and unless 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts certifies 
that the amount appropriated is within the 
estimated revenue for the applicable fiscal 
period, 

Cdl No appropriation in excess of the 
estimated revenue shall be valid unless it is 
made in response to imperative public 
necessity and approved by four-fitt hs vote of 
the memb ershl p of each house of the 
Legislature. 

Sec. 4. PUBLIC fU~ DS 
Public money and public credit shall be 

used tor pub lic purposes only, 
Sec . 5, PU~LIC PURPO SES 
Puolic Purposes , as that ter~ is used in 

lhis Cons tituti on, include, but are not 
limited to, purposes for which taxes could be 
levied or publ ic money or public credit could 
be used betore the adoption of the 
Constitction , 

CO~STITU TIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 18 5 

By Delegate Oqg : 

To Committee on Local Government. 

c . c . P . 185 , A P~OPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN Th E CONSTITUTI ON OF TEXAS 

Providing 
Gover nment . 

an 

BE l T ~ROPOSED BY 
CONVE~TION OF TEXAS: 

article 

TH E 

on Local 

CONST ITU TI ONAL 

That Article JX read as follows: 

ARTICLl IX 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

section 1, COUNTIES 
The counties of the State are those that 

exist on the date of adoption of this 
Constitution, Changes in county boundaries, 
the merger and division of counties, and the 
removal of county seats shall be subject to 
the approval of a majority of the qualified 
voters voting on the question in each county 
affected, 

Sec. 2, POW~RS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
The powers of counties, cities, towns, 

villages and special districts and 
authorities, including taxing powers, shall 
be those granted by this Constitution and by 
law , 

Sec. 3, COUNTY AN D DISTRICT OFFICIALS 
(al The governing body of each county, 

to be known as the County Commission, shall 
consist of a county Judge elected by the 
qualified voters of the county and four 
County Commissioners, each elected by the 
qualified voters from separate and compact 
precincts containing as nearly as practicable 
an equal number of inhabitants. The County 
Judge shall serve as presiding officer, 

(bl A Sherjtf, Treasurer, Tax 
Assessor-Collector, County Clerk, and 
District Clerk shal l be elected for each 
county , except that a single county Clerk may 
be elected to perfo r m t he duties of cou nty 
and district clerk as provi ded by law, 

(cl County Attorneys, District 
Attorneys, and Criminal District Attorneys 
shall be elected in such numbers and for such 
counties as provided by law , 

Cd) The Co un ty Commission may provide 
for the election of one or mo re Constables. 

(el The qualifications, du t ies, and 
functions of co un t y officials, the 
combinatior. of duties and functions of county 
officials and the creation of additional 
county offices shall be determined by law, 

Cf) The terms of office, the grounds 
and procedure for the disqualification, 
suspension and removal of county ofticials, 
the alteration of the governing body, the 
elimina tion of count y offices, the 
combinat ion of county offices and any change 
in the method of selection of one or mor e o f 
the co unty officials enumerated in the 
foregoing subsections shall be determined by 
law, Any law passed by the Legislature 
relating to the foregoing provisions of this 
subsection must he ratified by two-thirds 
vote of the qualified voters of the county 
voting on that provision at that election. 

(g) Vacancies in county offices shall 
be fille d as provided by general law. 
Vacancies in d!strlct off ices shall be filled 
as provided by law. 

s ec. 9, COMPENSATION OF OFFICIALS 
El ected offi cia ls of political 

subdivision s shall be compensated only on a 
salary or per diem basis. 

Sec . 10, LOCAL REDISTRICTING 
With in the calendar year following that 

i n which each tederal decennial census is 
published, and at such othe r times as the 
governing body of a ny political subdivision 
may dee m necessary , each gove rning body not 
entirely elected at larqe shall divide its 
geographical area into districts for t h e 
election of those representatives to the 
governi ng body not el ected at lar ge . The 
districts shall be compos e d of contiguous 
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territory and shall be as compact and as 
nearly equal in population as practicable. 

Sec. 11. LOCAL DEBT 
Political subdivisions shall not issue 

general obligation bonds, PXcept refunding 
bonds, unless approved by a majority of 
qualitied voters voting on t he question. No 
debt shall be createo by a political 
su~division unless at the same t ime provision 
is ma de for paying the interest and principal 
when due. The Leg islature shall establish by 
1aw maximum tax rates for political 
subdivisions. 

Sec. 12. INTERGOV~RNMENTAL COOPEPATION 
Subject tv lPgislative regulation, a 

political subaivision ruay, by act of its 
governing oody, cooperate or contract with 
one or nore other political subdivisions, the 
State, or the United ~tates with respect to 
the exercise ot ary function, pcwer, or 
res p nnsibility, or thP use ot puolic tunds 
and credit in the puhlic interest. 

CONSTITUTIONAL COhVEhTlON PROPOSAL 186 

liy Deleqate 099 : 

To Committee on General Provisions. 

c . c .P. 18 6, A PFUPOSAL fOR INCOHPORATION 
IN THE COhS11 TU TiuN OF TEXAS 

Pr()Vidir.g 
Provisions , 

an 

BE lT PROPOSED BY 
CONVEMTICN OF TEXAS: 

article on General 

1HE CONSTITU1'10NAL 

That Article X rea d as follows: 
ARTICLF.: X 

GFN~kAL PROVISIONS 
~ection l, OFFIC IA L OATH 
All State anct local officia ls shall take 

the following oatn before they enter upon the 
duties ot their off ice : 

''I, _______ , de solerr.nly swear that I 
will taithfully execute the duties of the 
otfice of ________ and ~111 to the best of 
~Y ability preserve, p r otect , and defend the 
Constitutions and laws ot the Unit ~o States 
and of the Sta te o f 1exas, so help me God ," 
(er it applicable, "l do so affirm"). 

sec , 2, RESIDE~Cf OF CIVIL OFFICIALS 
All elected ano appointed officials 

shall reside within the State. All P.lected 
and appointed off icials of a political 
subdivision shall reside within the political 
subdivision which they serve, and shall keep 
their offices at such places as required by 
law. Failure to comply with these conditions 
shall vacate the office, 

~ec . 3, OFFlClALS TO SEHV~ UNTIL 
SUCCFSSOk QUALlfl~D 

All officials may continue to perform 
the duties of thelr offices until their 
successors shall be duly qualified, 

Sec , 4, DI~QUALIFICATION FROM 
CONSTITUTIONAL OFfICF 

ln addition to the grounds and 
~rocedures providP.d in this Constitutlon , the 
disqualification , suspension anct removal trom 
any constitutional otfice , withholding of 
salary, and temporary filling of vacancies 
shall be as provided by law, but no statute 
enacted under the authority of this Sect i on 

may be applicable to conduct committed before 
its enactment. 

sec. 5. APPOINTMENTS TO STATE AGENCIES 
The authority responsible for appointing 

the members or fillina vacancies for State 
governmental agencies shall make appointments 
that fairly and equitably represent the 
sexes, ethnic groups, economic groups , and 
geographical regions of the State, 

sec, 6. ALCOHOLIC BEVEPAG~S 
Cal The Legislature shall regulate the 

manufacture, sale, possession, and 
transportation of alcoholic beverages, and 
shall preserve the right of any county, 
justice precinct, or incorporated town or 
city to exercise local option by election to 
legalize or to prohibit the sale of alcoholic 
beverages of various types and various 
al:oholic content, 

Cb) In a~y co unty, justice precinct , or 
incorporated town or city in which the 
manufacture , sale, barter, or exchange of 
alcoholic beverages of any of various types 
and various ~lcoholic content was prohibited 
at the time of the adoption of this 
Constitution, the sa~e shall continue to be 
unlawful unless and until a majority of the 
qualifled voters in such political 
subdivision voting on the question in an 
election shall determine such to be lawful, 

Sec. 7, GAMBLING ENTERPR I SES 
Neither t he State ror any political 

subdivision thereof shall sponsor or operate 
lotteries or any other gambling enterprises. 

Sec. 8, RIGHTS OF ijANDICAPPED 
All persons with a physical or mental 

handlcap shall be free from discrimination in 
obtaining housing and in access to public 
facilities, and in securing treatmen t and 
educational opportunities; and they shall be 
free from discrimination not directly related 
to ability in all employment practices of any 
employer. 

Sec. 9, PE~SI0N AND RETIREMENT SYSTEMS 
Any pension or retirement system ot this 

State, or any political subdivision thereot , 
or of any governmental agency of either, now 
in effect shall be continued. No funds held 
pursuant to any such system shall be used for 
any purposes inconsistent therewith. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 187 

By Delegate Ogg: 

To Committee on Rights and Suffrage. 

c.c.P. 187, A PR OPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTI1UTION OF T~XAS 

Providing an article on the Mode of 
Amending the constitution ot the State . 

BE IT PROPOSED HY THF CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVE~1 IO ~ OF TEXAS: 

That Article XI read as follows: 
APTICU'. XI 

MODE OF AM ENDING 
THE CONSTITU110h OF THE STATE 

section 1. A~~NDMENTS TO THF 
CONSTITUTION 

(a) Amendments to this Constitution may 
be proposed to the qualified voters ot the 
State by a record vote of two-thirds of the 
membership of each house, Before e i ther 
house votes, a proposed amendment shall be 
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submitted to the At torney General who shall 
within twenty days o f receipt of a request 
render an opinion on its effect on other 
provisions of this Constitution a nd on 
whether tne proposal can be enacted without a 
constitut i ona l amenrlment. 

Cb) A proposed amend ment shall be 
submitted at the next general election 
following the expiration of ninety days after 
it is proposed by tlte Legislature. 
Procedures shall be provided by law tor 
publicizing proposed amendments. 

(cl A proposed amendment shall bec ome a 
part of this constitution on approval by a 
majority of the qual ified vote rs voting on 
the auestion. 

Sec. 2, COl'<STITllTIONAL CONVENTION 
Cal The Leg i slature by a record vote of 

a ~ajority of the membership of e a c n house 
may submit to the qualified vote rs of t he 
State the ques ti on of whether to call a 
constit ~t ional convent i on. The questi on 
shall be su bmitted at the first general 
election occurring at least six months after 
the Legislature proposes the question. A 
constit utional convent ion shall be called if 
approve d by a majorit y of the qualified 
vo ters voting on the question, 

Cb ) The ouestio11 of whethe r to call a 
constitutional convention shall be submitted 
to the qualified voters at least once every 
t wenty yeiHS. 

Cc) Th e Legislature shall, at the next 
legislat ive session following app roval of a 
constitutional convention by the aualified 
vo ters, p r ovide by law for the time, place, 
ar.d duration of the convention; fix and 
provide for the pay , a llowances, and expenses 
of delegates and officers; and provide f or 
tre expenses of the conven t ion. The first 
meeting of the convention shall be within 
three months after the election of the 
delegates. 

Cd) The membership at such con venti on 
shall be elected anrl have such qua lifications 
as de t ermined by law. 

Ce) The consti tutional c onvention may, 
by a major i ty vote of its membersh i p, p ropos e 
any revision or amendments to the 
Constitution, The convention shall determine 
the manner of submission, the date of the 
election, which shall be not less than two 
nor more than six months after the convention 
adjourns, and the manner of publicizing the 
proposals to be voted on . 

Cf ) Any proposed revision or amendments 
shall become effective, a s the convention 
provides, if approved by a major ity of 
qualified voters voting on the question . 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 188 

By Delegate Jones of El Paso : 

To Committee on General Pr ovi sions. 

c . c .P. 188, A PROPOS AL FOR !~CORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TtXAS 

Relating to the publi c's r ight to know. 

BE IT PROPOSED HY 
CONVENTION Of TEXAS: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

ho person shall be dep rived of the righ t 

to examine documents or to obser ve the 
deliberations of all public bodies or 
agencies of state government and its 
subdivisi ons , except in cases i n wh i ch the 
demands of individual privacy, fiscal 
pr udence, or public safety clearly exceed the 
merits of public disclosure, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 189 

By Delegate Reynold s: 

To Committee on Finance, 

c.c.P . 189, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to r equiring that all state 
revenue be deposited in the state treasury, 

BE IT PROPOSED AY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CO NVENTION Of TEXAS: 

That the following provision be i ncluded 
in Article VII l on t1nance: 

section---· STATE TREASURY DEPOSITS. 
Unless a different disposition is provide d in 
this Constitution, al l receipts of money by 
the 5tate o r an agency o f the State, 
including all occupat i onal l icens i no boards , 
shall be deposited in the State Treasury. 

CONSTITUT I ONAL CO~VENTION PRO POSAL 190 

By Deleqate Reyno l ds: 

To Commit tee on finance. 

c.c.P. 190 , A PPOPUSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Relating to autrorizing state debt to 
supply casual deficiencies of r e venue in an 
amount not to exceed five hundred thousand 
dollars. 

BE IT PROPOSED HY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTI ON OF TEXAS: 

Tha t the fo llowing provision be included 
in Article VIII on finance: 

( ) State and o ther debt may be created 
to supply casual deficiencies of revenue in 
an aggregate amount not to exceed five 
hundred thousand dollars a t any one time. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CO~VENTION PROPOSAL 1Q1 

By De legate Reynolds: 

To Committee on f i nance . 

c.c.P . 191, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUT I ON OF TEXAS 

Rel ating to requiring that 
certain unappropriated funds 
general revenue tund, 

BE IT PROPOSED PY 
CONVENTIO N Of TEXAS: 

THF: 

balances of 
revert to the 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

Tha t a new Subsection (e) be added to 
Section 6 , Article VIII, c .c. P , No. l, to 
read as t a llows: 

Ce) The balance of all unapp r opr i at ed 
revenue deriv ed trom statuto ry funds shall 

282 



' 

Wednesday, January 30, 1974 

revert to the General Fevenue Fund at the end 
ot each tiscal year. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 192 

By Oelegate Reynolds: 

To Committee on Finance, 

c . c . P. 1Y2 , A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTI O~ Of TEXAS 

Relating to reauiring a two-thirds vote 
of the membership ot each house to authorize 
debts other than state debts , 

KE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONV ENTIO N OF T~XAS: 

Tha t a ne~ Sub section Ce) be added to 
Sect i on 5 of Article VIII to read as follows : 

leJ No ctebt of the State or of an 
agency of the State, including dn institution 
of ·higher education, other than those defined 
in Su bsection la) , may be authorized except 
by Gene r al Law approved by a two-thirds vote 
of the membership of each house , 

CONSTITUTI ONAL CON VENTION PROPOSAL 193 

By Deleq~tes Mengden an d Blythe: 

To Committee on Local Government. 

C,C.P. 1Y3, A PkOPOSAL FOR I ~COR PORATI ON 
IN THE CONSTIT UTI ON Of TEXAS 

fielating 
officials . 

to county and district 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That Art i cle IX, section 3, read as 
follows: 

Section 3 . COU NTY AN D DISTRI CT 
OFFICIAL S , Ca) The governin g body of each 
county , t o be known as t he County Commission, 
shall consist of a County Judge elected by 
the qualitied voters of the county and fo u r 
Cou nty Commi ssioners, each electerl by the 
qualified voters fro m separate and compact 
precincts containing as nearly as practicab le 
an e qu a l number of in habitant s . The County 
Judge shall serve as presidinq o fficer . 

Cb) A Sheritf, Treasurer, Tax 
Assessor-Collector, coun ty Cl erk, and 
District Clerk shall be elected for each 
county, except that a single County Clerk may 
be elected to perf or m the duties of county 
and district clerk as provided by law. 

Cc) County Attorneys, District 
Attorneys, and Criminal District Attorneys 
shall be elected in such numbers and tor such 
counties as provi ded by law . 

Id) The County Commission may provide 
for the election of one or more Constables . 

Ce) The qualifications, duties, and 
functions of county offic i als and the grounds 
and proceaure f o r disquali fi cation , 
suspensicn, and removal shall b e as p rovided 
by law . 

Cf) Notwithstand ing any of the 
fo re going p rovisions, the qualitied electors 
of a county , as provide d by general law, may 

by charter, or by a majo ri ty vote of those 
voting on the question, alter the governing 
body, create additional offices, eliminate 
offices other than constitutional offices , 
a n d combine the duties and functions of 
offices. In such an event the county shall 
provide for the performance of all duties and 
functions required by State law. 

Cg) Vacancies in county offices shall 
be filled as provided by g e neral law o r 
charter. vacancies in distr i ct offices shall 
be tilled as provided by law. 

CONSTITUTI ONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 194 

By Delegates Temple, Head , whitehead , Waters , 
Blythe, Menqden, Jones of El Paso , Spurlock , 
McDonald of Dallas, Hoestenbach, Wilson, 
Bigham, ~il ler, Salem and ~unson: 

To Committee on Local Government . 

c . c.P. 194, A PPOPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION Of TEXAS 

Relating to r ef erendum and initiative 
with respect to political subdivisions, 

BF. IT PROPO SED BY THE CON STITUTIONAL 
CONV ENTI ON OF TEXAS: 

section l, That the following section 
be included in Article IX : 

"Secti o n --· REFEREND UM AND 
INITIATIVE. The powers of referendum and 
initiative are reserved to the people in all 
political subdivisions that have legislative 
powers. In no case s hall the number of 
signatures o f qualifled voters required for a 
valid petition e xceed twenty percent of the 
total vote cast in the last election at which 
any officer of that political subdivision was 
elected. The Legislature may enact laws 
regulating the p r ocedure by which the powers 
of referendu m and initiative are exercised." 

Sec. 2. That the following section be 
included in the transition schedule: 

"Section ---· CHARTER PROVISIONS ON 
INIT I ATIVE AND REFERE ND UM. Provis ions in 
municipal charters relating to initiative and 
referendu m are not affected by the adoption 
of this Constitution except that a char ter 
provision that re~uires a areater number of 
signatures than that permitted to be required 
under this Const!tution shall be construe o a s 
requiring the greatest number ot signatures 
per mitted to be re quired under this 
constit u tion." 

CONSTITUTIONAL CON VEN TION PROPOSAL 195 

By Delegates Denton, Reyes and Sutton: 

To Committe e on the Legislature. 

c.c,P . 195, A PROPOSAL FOR I NCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTJTUTION Of TEXAS 

Relating 
legislature. 

to a mono- d i cameral 

BE IT PRO POSED bY THE CONSTJTUTIONAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That the f oll owina sections be inc luded 
in Article 111: 

s ection ___ • LEGI SLATIVE POWER. The 
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leg1slat1ve power of the State of Texas shall 
be vested in "The Legislature of the State of 
Texas." 

Section --• COMPOSITION. The 
Legislature of the State of Texas shall be 
composed of two hundred legislators. The 
legislators shall decide at the beginning of 
each session, by lot, as provided by law, 
which Shdll serve in the senate and which 
shall serve in the House of Representatives, 

section---· QDAL lFICATION Of MEMBERS. 
Ca) A person shall be eligible for election 
to the Legislature if a citizen of the United 
States, a qualified voter, and a resictent of 
this State for two years and of the 
representative district for one year 
immediately precedinc the election. 

Cb) In the generdl election following a 
redistricting, a person shall be eliqible to 
be elected to the Leoislature trom any new 
district that c ontains a part of the district 
in which that pe rson was eligible for 
election on the ettective date of the 
redistricting, out only if within thirty days 
atter the date of filing as a candidate in 
the primary election that person becomes a 
resident of the new district. 

Cc) A member of the Legislature may not 
hold any other o ffice or position oi profit 
or tr ust under this State, t h e United States, 
or any foreign oovernment , except as a member 
of the National Guard, National Guard 
Reserve, or any of the armed forces reserves 
of the Unit ed States, as a retired member of 
the armed forces of the United States, or as 
a notary public. 

Sect ion - -· ELEC TION ANO TERMS OF 
MEMbERS . la) Leglsl ato rs shall be elected 
at a gene ral election. 

Cb) Each legislator shall serve a term 
at two years beginning on t he date provided 
in this Constitution or by law for convening 
the Leg islature in regular session. No 
legislator may succeea himself tor more than 
three consecutive terms. 

(cJ vacanc ies in the Legislature shall 
be filled by special election as provided by 
law. 

Section __ • REDISTRICTING. Ca) 
Before Aug ust 15 following publication ot 
each federal decennial census, the 
Legislature shall bY law divide the State 
into two hundred representative districts. 

Cb) All representative districts shall 
contain, within a five percent deviation, an 
equal number of i nhdbitan ts, All districts 
shall be composed of compact and contiguous 
territory. 

Cc) A county entitled to more than one 
leoislator shall be divided into the required 
number ot di stricts. Popu lation in excess of 
t ha t required for complete d istricts within 
the county, or the population of a county 
insufficient to comprise a district, shall be 
joined with population of another county or 
counties to for m one district, 

Cd) Representative districts shall not 
divide counties unless necessary to prevent a 
significant population variance between 
cistricts, 

Ce) A Legislative Redistricting Board 
shall be constituted within twenty days after 
August 15. The boara shall consist of the 
Governor , Lie utenan t Governor, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Attorney General, 

and five members appointed by the Governor, 
The appointed members shall be from different 
geographical regions of the State, and due 
regard shall be given to the division between 
urban and rural areas. No appointed member 
shall be a public officeholder, and not more 
than three shall be from the same political 
party, The Legislature shall provide funds 
for the board's clerical, technical, and 
other expenses. 

Cf) If the Legislature fails to 
redistrict by Auqust 15 or if its 
redistricting plan is declared invalid, the 
State shall be redistricted by the board. In 
the event of failure to redistrict, the boar d 
shall convene as soon as practicable after it 
is constituted, In the event the legislative 
redistricting plan is declared invalid, the 
board shall convene as soon thereafter as is 
practicable, The board shall make and tile 
its redistricting plan with the Secretary of 
State within twenty-five days after its first 
meeting, 

Cg) I f the board fails to complete its 
redistricting in accordance with the 
requirements of this section, the supreme 
Court of Texas shall have original 
jurisdiction to compel the board to perform 
its duties and may provide such remedies and 
penalties as may be appropriate. 

Ch) The board shall be dissolved 
immediately following the first general 
election held ir. accordance with a valid 
redistricting plan. 

CONSTITUTIONAl, CONVENTION PROPOSAL 196 

6y Delegate Denton: 

To Committee on finance, 

c.c.P. 196, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION Of TEXAS 

Relating to taxation, equality and 
uniformity of taxation, and taxation of 
agricultural land, 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION Of TEXAS: 

That Section 1 of Article VIII, on 
finance, read as follows: 

Section 1, TAXATlON, (a) Taxes shall 
be levied and collected by general law, and 
shall be equal and uniform. 

Cb) The Legislature shall have the 
aurhority to tax agricultural land by setting 
guidelines based on productivity factors, 

CONSTITUTI ONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 197 

By Delegate Denton: 

To Committee on the Legislature. 

c.c.P. 197 , A PPOPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTI ON OF TEXAS 

I 

Relating to the composition of the 
Legislature. 

BE IT PROPO&ED RY THE CON STITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION Of TEXAS: 

That the following section be included 
in Article III: 
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Section --· COMPOSITION. As shall be 
provided by law, the s ena t e shall c ons ist of 
not fewer than thirty-one nor more than fifty 
members, and the House of Representatives 
shall consist of not fe wer than ninety-three 
nor mor e than one hundred fifty-tive ~embers, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVtNTION PRO POSAL 198 

By Delegate Denton: 

10 committee en the Legislature, 

c.c.P. 198 , A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPOP ATION 
IN THE CONST I TUT I ON Of TEXAS 

kelating to the legislative powers of 
impeachme nt. 

BE I T PROPOSED EY 
CONVE~TION Of TEXAS : 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

Tha t the followina sec t ion be included 
in Article III: 

Section __ • IMPF. AC HMtNT, (al The 
House o f Representatives shall have t he sole 
power to conduct leaislative investiga tions 
to determine the existence of cause for 
impeach•ent and, by the record vote ot a 
majority o f its membe rship, to impeach 
execu tive officers and justices of th e 
Supre r.1e Court, 

(bl Any oft i cer against whom articles 
of imoeacnment have ~ee n preferred shall be 
suspended fro m the exercise of the duties of 
lhe office du ring the pendency of the 
impeac hme nt. The Gov ernor may make a 
temporary a ppo i n t me nt to fi ll th e vaca~ c y 
occasioned by the sus pension of t he officer 
until the decision on the i mpeac hment. 

(c) Impeachments shall be tried by the 
Senate, 1:hen sitting for th~t purpose, 
Senators shall affirm o r take an oath to try 
impartially the party impeached, It the 
Governor or Lievte~ant Governor is tried, the 
Chief Justice of the Sup re me court shall 
preside, A per s on may be convicted of 
impeachment charqes on ly by record vote of 
two-thircs of t ne membe rship of the Senate, 

(dl A ju dqment of conviction by the 
Senate shall not extend beyond removal from 
office and disqualifica ti on t o held any 
office of honor, t r ust , or pro fi t of this 
Sta t e, An i ~peacr e d person , whether 
convicted o r acquitted, shall be amenable to 
prosecution, trial, judgment , and punishment 
according to law. 

CON STITUTI ONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 199 

8y Del e gates ~oerner and &nelson : 

TO Committee on Education . 

C,C,P, 199, A PHOPOSAL f0R INCORPORATI ON 
IN THE CONST ITUTION Cf TEXAS 

Relat ing to the county school f unds. 

BF. IT PROPOSED ~y 
CCNVFhT I ON UF TEXAS : 

THt CONST I TUT I O tJ AL 

Tha t the f ollrw i nq section be included 
in Article VII: 

Section---· cour-n PUBLIC SCHOOL FUN D, 

Ca) The County Public School Fund of each 
county consists of all property (the income 
it produces and the p roceeds from its sale) 
transfe r red to the county for support of the 
public free schools in that county, Title to 
the p r operty is in the county and may not be 
divested by limitation, 

(bl The County Public Schoo l Fund of 
each county is divided into pe rma nent and 
available funds, The Permanent Fund , which 
may not be disposed of except as a u thor ized 
by Subsection (dl, consists of all property 
in the Fund: and the Available Fund, which 
may be spent by the c ommissioners court for 
support of the county's public f ree schoo ls, 
consists of income from the property, 

(cl The commissioners court may invest 
the Permanent Fund, in the manner prescribed 
by law, in such securities as are specified 
by law, Before land belonging to the 
Perma nent Fund may be sold, the commis s ioners 
court must offer actual settlers on the land 
an option to purchase not to exceea one 
hundred six ty ac res at a price fixed by the 
commissioners court that does not include the 
value of any iM~rovements on the land, 

Cdl The commissioners court may 
transfer part of the property in the 
Permanent f'und to school districts of the 
county, apprrtioned among them on t~e basis 
of their scholastic populations , tor use by 
the distr i cts to r educe their bonded 
indeb t edness or make permanent improvements 
or both, The commi ss ioners court shal l 
retain sufficient property in the Permane nt 
Fund to produce income in the Availabl e Fund 
to pay ad valorem taxes and royalty interests 
er.cumbering the property. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CO~VENT I ON PROPOSAL 200 

By Delegate Reyes: 

To Committee on tr.e Legislature , 

c . c.P , 200, A P~OPOSAL FOR INC ORPORATION 
Ih THF CONSTITUTION Of TEX AS 

Relat ing 
n:embers, 

to the 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

qualification of 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

That the following section be included 
in Article III: 

Section -· QUALI~ICA TI UN OF MtHHERS , 
Cai A person shall be eligible tor election 
to the Legislature if a qua lified voter , 

(bl In the aeneral election following a 
redistricting, a person shall be eligible to 
be elected to the Legislature from any new 
district that contains a part of the district 
in which that oerson was eligible for 
election on the effective date of the 
redistricting, but only if within thirty day s 
after the date ot tiling as a candldate in 
the primary election that person become s a 
resident of the new district . 

(cl A membe r of the Legisl ature may not 
hold any other office or position of profit 
or trust under this 5tate, the Unit ed States, 
or any foreign government, except as a member 
of the National Guard , National Guard 
Reserve, or any of the armed forces res e rves 
of the United States, as a retired memb er o f 
the armed forces of the United States , or a s 
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a notary public, 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 201 

By De legate Reyes: 

To Committee on the Legislature, 

c.c.P . 2 01, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPO RATION 
I N THE CONSTITUTI ON Of TEXAS 

Relating to the redistricting ot the 
legislature. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CON VE NTIO N Of TEXAS: 

That the following section be included 
! n Article II[: 

Sect ion --· R~DlSTRICTING. 
Uetore August 1~ following publication 

(a) 

of 
the 

State 
and 

eac h tederal decennial census, 
Legislature shal l by law divide the 
into single- member senatorial 
representative districts. 

Cb) All senatorial districts shall 
contain as nearly as practicab le an equal 
number of inhabitants. All represent ative 
districts shall contain as nearly as 
practicable an equal number of !~habitants. 
ln determini ng the districts no deviation 
greater than five percent shall occur. All 
d istricts shall be compos ed of compact and 
contlauo us t erritory . 

(cl A county er,titled to mo re than or.e 
Se na t o r o r ~epresentative shall be divided 
tnto the re ou ired numbe r of districts. 
Population in ~xcess of that required for 
complete d i& tricts within the county , or the 
popu l ation of a county insufficient to 
comp rise a d istrict, shall be joined with 
populat i on of ano ther county or counties to 
tor m one district. 

(dl Senatorial anrt representative 
dis t ricts shall no t divide counties unless 
neces sar y to prevent a population variance of 
yreater t han five percent bet ween districts. 

(el A Legisla tive Redistricting Board 
shall be constitute d within tw enty days after 
Auqu~t 15, The board s hall consist of tne 
L1 eutenilr.t t;overnor , Speaker of the Hou se of 
Pe~resenta tives , At torney Gener a l, the 
(.01, ;, tr o 1. I e r, a!'1d tt,P Comin issioner of t r,e 
,;.r,Fr c\ l Ldnd d f fi ce . 

(fl If thr Legislature falls to 
re n 1~tr1ct b y Auaust 15 o r if its 
re J istrict i na o lH , is de c lar ed i nva lid , the 
State s ha ll ~e reaistricted by the boa r d . ln 
t he ever. t the legi s lative re districting p lan 
is de clrl re d invalid , the boa r d shall convene 
a s soon thPreatter as is practicarJ e. Th e 
board shall make and file its redistricting 
plan with the Secreta ry ot Sta te within 
t wenty-five days after its first meeting. 

( gJ If the board fai l s to complete its 
redistricting in accordanc e with the 
reauire rnents of this section, the supreme 
Court of Texas shall have o riginal 
j~ris diction to comp el the board to perform 
its du ties and may provide such remedies and 
penalties a s may be appropriate. 

(hl The board s hall be dissolved 
l m~ eoiately follow i na the first general 
election held in a ccorda nce wi th a valid 
redist rictin~ plan . 

CONSTITUTION AL CONVENT ION PROPOSAL 202 

By Delegate Geiger: 

To Committee on Ge neral Provisions. 

c.c,P, 202, A PROPOSAL FOR I NCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION Of TEXAS 

Relating to bribery involvina public 
official!.. 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION Of TEXAS: 

That the following section be included 
in t he appropriate article: 

Section--• BRIBERY. The Legislature 
shall pass laws defining and prohibi ting the 
bribery of public officials. In addition to 
other punishments provided by law, an 
exec utive or Judicial officer or member of 
the Legislature convicteo of bribery forfeits 
the office held and is ineligible to hold 
thereafter any office of profit or trust 
under th is State. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PROPO SAL 203 

By Delegate Hernandez: 

To Committee on Local Gov ernment. 

c.c.P . 203 , A PROPOSAL fOR I NCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTI ON OF TEXAS 

Relating to the election of officials of 
political subdivisions. 

BE IT PRO POSEO BY THE CONSTITUT I ONAL 
CONVENTION Of TEXAS: 

That Article IX, section 8, read as 
follows: 

Section 8, TERMS Of OffICE AND 
DI STRICTS, (a) The terms of office for all 
elected officials of political subdivisions 
shall be as provided by law or charter. 

(b) Each po litical subdivision shall be 
divided into districts and the election of 
representatives to the governing body shall 
be by district . A municipal charter or 
general law may provide for the mayor of a 
city or town to be elected at large by the 
voters or to he elec ted by the members of the 
aoverning body from its membersh i p. This 
su bsection does not apply to counties. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENT I ON PROPOSAL 204 

BY Delegate Hernandez: 

To Committee on Ri gh ts and Suff rage . 

c.c.P. 204, A PROPOSAL FOR I NCORPORAT ION 
IN THE: CONSTITUTI ON Of TEXAS 

Relating to t he 
voting . 

BE IT PROPOSED BY 
CO NVENTION Of TFXAS : 

qua lifications for 

TH E CONSTITUTIONAL 

that Article VI, Section 1, read as 
follo ws: 

Section 1. QUA LIFIED VOTER. Any 
citi zen o f the Un ited States eighteen years 
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of a g e or older who mee t s the reaistration 
and residence re qu iremen t s provided by law, 
and who is not of unsound mind as determined 
by a court, shall be a qualified voter, 

CONSTITUTIONAL corVENTION PROPOSAL 2 05 

By Deleaates Blythe a nd Schwartz: 

To co~mit te e on the Legislature, 

c.c.P . 205, A PROPOSAL FOR INCORPORATION 
IN THE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS 

Felat inc to e~actment of laws creati ng 
water d istric ts . 

BE IT PROPOSEU hY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONV~NTION OF TEXAS: 

That the fcllo•ing section be included 
in Article __ : 

Sec t ion --· LAWS CREA TIN(; l·IATtR 
CISTR ICTS . ~o law creating a water dis trict 
sha ll ne passe d unless, at least thirty days 
be f ore tne nill p roposina t~e law is 
l ntroa11c e c1 in tt,e Leoislature, a copy of the 
propose ,i hill .ls <Jelivere d to t ne 
comn i s5ioners court of each county in which 
the ~1st r ict or any part ot the distr ict is 
or will be l ocate d and to th e governing body 
ot eac h incorporated city or t own i n whose 
Juri s diction said district or any part o f the 
di s t ric t is or will be l ocated, Each 
commissioners court and governing body may 
file its written consent or opposition to the 
creation of t he p rop osed district with the 
Governor, Lieutenant Gove rnor, and Speaker of 
the !louse of Repr esentat ives, Each law 
creating a water distr ic t shall comp ly with 
the p rovisi ons of the general laws then in 
etfect relatina to consent by political 
subdivisions to the creation of water 
oist ricts and to the inclusion of land within 
t he district, 

CO~STITUT I 0NAL CONVENTION PROPOSAL 206 

Sy Delegates Thompson and Sutton: 

To Comm i ttee on E:ducation, 

C,C.P , 206 , A PhOPOSAL FOR INCOHPORATlON 
IN THE CONSTITUTJO~ Of TEXAS 

kela t inq to r~moval of a memrer of a 
governina board ot an jnst it ution of high er 
e ducation. 

SE IT PRUPUSE:O BY THE CONSTITUT I ONAL 
CONVENTION OF TEXAS: 

That the following section be included 
in Ar tic le IV: 

Section --· REMOVAL OF A MEMBER OF A 
GOVERNING BOARD OF AN INSTITUTION OF H1GHER 
EDUCAT I ON . The Legis lature 
Member of a governinq roard ot 
of higher eaucation tor cause 
concurr~nt resolut ion passea 
~ajority vot e in both ~ouses , 

may remove a 
an inst i tu::ton 
stated in a 
by a s i mp le 
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