HE cat is an unfaithful domeftic, and kept

only from the neceffity we find of oppo-
fing him to other domeftics fill more incommo-
dious, and which cannot be hunted ; for we va-
lue not thofe people, who, being fond of all
brutes, foolifhly keep cats for their amufement.
Though thefe animals, when young, are fro-
lickfome and beautiful, they poffefs, at the fame

* The cat has fix cutting teeth, and two canine in cach jaw;
five toes before, and four behind ; fharp hooked claws, lodged in
@ heath, that may be exerted or drawn in at pleafure; a round
head, fhort vifage, and rough tongue. ‘The wild cat has long foft
hair, of a_yellowifh white colour, mixed with gray ; the gray is
dipofed in fraks, ponting dowawards, and rifng from 4 dufky

ns from head o tail, along the middle of the batk ;
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tip, and the hind part of the legs, are black. It is three times as

large as the domeftic car, and very firongly madé ; Pesnant. Syusp.
o Quad. p. 183

gen.. Dentes primores equales ; molares tersi. Lingua

retrorfum aculeata. Ungues e pec. Bl Gy

caudaclongata fufco-annulata, corpore fafcis. nigricantibus 3

dorfalibus lungml nalibus mhu,,mm.\bu;rpmnbm, Lyn. Sy

Cita eae G ot
Catus fylvfiss fers vel el eques arborum; Kl
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an innate malice, and perverfe difpofi-
tion, which increafe as they grow up, and
which education learns them to conceal, but not
to fubdue. From determined robbers, the }?cﬁ
education can only convert them into ﬂf\\tcnng
thieves ; for they have the fame addrefs, fubtlety,
and defire of plunder. ~ Like thieves, they know
ow to conceal their fleps and their defigns, to
watch opportunities, to catch the proper moment
for laying hold of their prey, o fly from pus
nifhment, and to remain at a diftance till folici=
ted to return.  They eafily affume the habits of
fociety, but never acquire its manners ; for they
have only the appearance of attachment or
friendfhip. This difingenuity of charadler s
betrayed by the obliquity of their movements,
and the duplicity of their eyes. They never
Took their beft benefator in the face; but, ei=
ther from diftrutt or falfenefs, they approach him
by windings, in order to procure careffes, in
which they have no other pleafure than what
arifes from flattering thofe who beftow them.
Very different from that faithful animal the dog,
whote fentiments totally centre in the perfon and
happinefs of his mafler, the cat appears to have
no feelings which are not inter efted, to have no
affetion that is not conditional, and to carry on
no intercourfe with men, but with the view of
turning it to his own advantage. By thefe dif-
pofitions, the cat has a greater relation to man:
than,
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than to thedog, in whom there is not the fmalleft
mark of infincerity or injuftice.

The form and temperament of the cat’s body
perfealy accord with his temper and difpofitions,
He is jolly, nimble, desterous, cleanly, and vo-
luptuous.  He loves eale, and choofes the foft-
eft and warmeft fituations for repofe. He is
likewife extremely amorous, and, what is fin-
gular in this animal, the female feems to be
more ardent than the male. She not only in-
vites and goes in queft of him, but announces,
by loud cries, the fury of her paffion, or rather
the preflure of her neceffities ; and, when the
male difdains her, or flies from her, fhe purfues,
tears, and, though their embraces are always ac-
companied with the moft acute pain, compels
him to comply with her defires. This paffion~
ato ardour of the female continues only nine or
ten days, and it happens generally twice a-year,
though often thrice, and even four times, The
period of geftation is 5§ or 56 days, and four or
five are commonly produced at a litter. As the
male has an inclination to devour the young, the
female carcfully conceals them ; and, when ap-
prehenfive of a difcovery, fhe takes them up,
one by one, in her mouth, and hides them in

holes, and in inacceffible places. After fuck-
ling them a few weeks, fhe prefents them with
mice, or young birds, to learn them to eat flefh.
But, by an unaccountable caprice, thefe fame
careful, tender, and affectionate mothers, fome-
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times affume an unnatural fpecies of cruelty, and
devour their own offspring.

Young cats are gay, vivacious, and frolick-
fome, and, if nothing was to be apprehended
from their claws, would afford excellent amufe-
ment to children. But their toying, though al~
ways light and agreeable, is never altogether in-
nocent, and is foon converted into habitual ma-
lice. . As their talents can only be exerted with
advantage againft fimall animals, they lie in wait,
with great patience and perfeverance, to feize
birds, mice, and rats, and, without any inftruc=
tion, become more expert hunters than the beft
traincd dogs. Naturally averfe to every kind
of reftraint, they are incapable of any fyftem of
education. It is related, however, that the Greek
Monks of the ifland of Cyprus had trained cats
to hunt and deftroy ferpents, with which that
ifland was much infefted *. But this hunting
muft rather be afcribed to their general defire
of flaughter, than to any kind of tratability or
obedience ; for they delight in watching, attack-
ing, and deftroying all weak animals indiferimi-
nately, as birds, young rabbits, hares, rats, mice,

, moles, frogs, toads, lizards, and ferpents,
They have not that docility and finenefs of fcent,
for which the dog is fo eminently diftinguifhed.
They hunt by the eye only: Neither do they
properly purfue, but lic in wait, and attack ani~
mals by furprie ; and, after fporting with them,

Archipel, par Dapper, p. 51~
and
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and tormenting them for a long time, they at
Jaft Kill them without any neceflity, and even
when well fed, purely to gratify their fanguinary
appetite.

The moft obvious phyfical caufe of their
watching and catching other animals by furprife,
proceeds from the advantage they derive from
the peculiar firu@ture of their eyes. In man
and moft other animals, the pupil is
certain degree of contradtion and dilatation.
enlarges a little when the light faint, and con-
tracls when the Tight is too fplendid.  But, in
cats and night birds, as owls, &c. the con-
tradtion and dilatation are {o great, that the pu-
pil, which is round in the dark, becomes, when
expofed to much light, long and narrow like a
line. Hence thefe animals fee better in the
night than in the day. The pupil of the cat
during the day is perpetually contraéted, and it
is only by a great effort that he can fee with a
firong light. But, in the twilight, the pupil re-
fumes its natural roundnefs, the animal enjoys
perfedt vifion, and takes advantage of this fupe=~
riority to difcover and furprife his prey.

Though cats live in our houfes, they are not
entirely domeflic. Even the tameft cats are not
under the fmalleft fubje@ion, but may rather be
faid to enjoy perfet liberty ; for they ac to
pleafe themfelves only ; and it s impoffible to re-
tain them a moment after they choofe to go off.
Befides, moft cats are half wild. They know
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ot their maters, and only frequent barns, of-
fices, or kitchens, when preffed with hunger.

Though greater numbers of them are reared
than of dogs, as they are feldom feen, their num=
ber makes lefs impreffion on us. They contra
a fironger attachment to our houfes than to our
perfons.  When can ed to the diftance of a
league or two, they return of their own accord,
probably becaufe they are dcquainted with all
the retreats of the mice, and all the paffages and
outlets of the houfe, and becaule the labour of
returning is lefs than that which would be ne-
ceffary to acquire the faime knowledge in a new
habitation, They have a natural antipathy at
water, cold, and bad fmells. They are fond of
bafking in the fun, and of lyingin warm places.
They are alfo fond of perfumes, and willingly
allow themfelves to be taken and carefled by
perfons who c ic fubflances. They
are fo delighted an root, that it feems
to throw them into a tranfport of pleafure. To
preferve this plant in our gardens, we are under
the neceflity of fencing it round with a rail ; for
the cats fmell it at a diftance, colle& about it in
numbers, by frequently rubbing, and paf-
fing and repafling over it, they foon deftroy the
plant.

Cats require fifteen or eightecn months before
they come to_ their full gro In lefs than a
year, they are capable of pr g, and re-
tain this faculty during life, which extends not

beyond
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beyond niné or ten years. They are, however,
extremely hardy ‘and vivacious, and are more
nervous than other animals which live longer.

Cats cat flowly, and with difficulty: Their
teeth are fo fhort and ill-placed, ¢hat they can
tear, but not grind their food. Hence they al~
ways prefer the moft tender viQuals, as fithes,
which they devour either raw or boiled.  They
drink frequently ; their flecp is light ; and they
often affume the appearance of fleeping, when
they are only meditating milchief. They walk
fofily, and without making any noife. ~ As their
hair is always clean and dry, it is eafily ele@ri=
fied, and the fparks become vifible when it is
rubbed acrofs with the hand in the dark. Their
eyes alfo fparkle in the dark like diamonds, and
feem to throw out, in the night, the light they
imbibe during the day.

The wild cat couples with the domeftic kind ;
and, confequently, they belong to the fime fpe-
cies. It is not uncommon to fee both males and
females quit their houfes in the feafon of love,
g0 to the woods in queft of wild cats, and after-
wards return to their former habitations. Itis
for this reafon that fome domeftic cats fo per~
fe@ly refemble the wild cat. The only real dif-
ference is internal ; for the inteftines of the do-
meftic cat are commonly much longer than thofe
of the wild cat. 'The latter, however, is larger
and ftronger than the domeftic kind; his lips
are always black; his ears ate alfo fiffer ; his
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tail larger, and his colours more conftant.  In
this climate there is only one fpecies of wild
cat; and it appears from the teftimony of tra-
vellers, that this kind is found in all climates,
without being fubjec to much varicty. They
exifted in America before its difcovery by the
Furopeans. A hunter brought one of them to
Chriftopher Columbus *, which was of an ordi~
nary fize, of a brownifh gray colour, and having
a very long and ftrong tail. - They were like=
wife found in Peru 1, though not in a domeftic
Rate, and allo in Canada f, in the country of the
Tllinois, &c. They have been feen in many
places of Affica, as in Guiney [, and the Gold
Coaft; at Madagafear §, where the natives keep
them in a domeftic ftate; and at the Cape of
Good Hope *¥, where M. Kolbe fays there is
likewife a wild kind, of a blue colour ; but they
are not numerous. Thefe blue, or rather flate
coloured cats, are alfo found in Afia. ¢ In Perfia,”
fays Pietro della Valle 1, ¢ there is a fpecies of
ch properly belong to the province of
n. Their figure and fize are the fame
with thofe of thecommon cat. Their beauty
confifts in the colour of their hair, which.is
gray, and uniformly the fame over the whole
body, except that it is darker on the back
+ Hifl. des
de Now ance, par
Il Prevat, tom. iv. p. 230,
% Deferipe. du

tom. v. p. g8

¢ and
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and head, and clearer on the breaft and belly,
where it approaches to whitenefs, with that
agreeable mixture of clare-obfcure, to ufe the
language of painters, which has always a
wonderful effe&. Befides, the hair is fine,
thining, foft as filk, and o long, that, though
not frizled, it forms ringlets in fome parts,
and particularly under the throat, Thefe cats
are among other cats, what the water-dog is
among other dogs. The moft beautiful part
of the body is the tail, which is very long, and
covered with hair five or fix inches in length.
They extend and turn it upon their backs, like
the fquirrel, the point refembling a plume of
feathers. They are very tame 3 and the Por-

¢ tuguefe have brought them from Perfia into
¢ India. The fame author adds, that he had
four couple of thefe cats, which he intended
to bring to Italy. From this defeription it ap-
pears, that the Perfian cats refemble, in colour,
thofe we call Chartreux cats, and that, except
in colour, they have a perfe@ refemblance to
the cat of Angora. It is probable, therefore,
that the cat of Chorazan in Perfia, the cat of
Angora in Syria, and the Chartreux cat, confli-
tute but one race, whofe beauty proceeds from the
particular influence of the climate, as the Spanifh
cats, which are red, black, and white, owe their
beauty to the climate of Spain. It may be re-
marked in general, that, of all climates on the
habitable parts of the globe, thofe of Spain and
Syria
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12 are moft favourable to the produ@ion of
beantiful varieties in natural obje@s. In Spain
and Syria, the fheep, the goats, the dogs, the
cats, the rabbits, &c. have the fineft wool, the
moft beautiful and longeft hair, and the moft
agreeable and variegated colours. Thefe climates,
it fhould appear, foften Nature, and embellifh the
form of all animals.

The wild cat, like moft other animals in a fa-
vage flate, has coarfe colours, and hard hair.
But, when rendered domeftic, the hair foftens,
the colours vary ; and, in the favourable climates
of Chorazan and Syria, the hair grows long,
fine, and bufhy ; all the colours become more
delicate 3 the black and red change into a fhining
brown, and the grayifh brown is converted into
an afh-coloured gray. By comparing the wild
cat with the Chartreux cat, it will be found,
that they differ only in this degradation in the
fhades of colour. As thefe animals have always
more or lefs whitenefs on their fides and belly,
it is apparent, that, to produce cats entirely
white and with long hair, like the cats of An-
gora, nothing farther-is requifite, than to join
thofe who have the greateft quantity of white,
as has been done to procure white rabbits, dogs,
goats, flags, &c. In the Spanifh cat, which is
only another variety of the wild kind, the colours,
inflead of being weakened by uniform fhades,
as in the cat of Syria, are exalted, and have be-
come more lively and brilliant; the yellow is

changed
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changed into red, the brown into black, and the
gray into white, Thefe cats, though tranfport=
ed into America, have not degencrated, but pre-
ferve their beautiful colours. ¢ In the Antilles,’
fays Father Tertre, * there are a number of cats,
which have probably been brought from Spain.
moftly marked with red, white, and

ing the flefh, carry the fkins of thefe cats into
France. When we firft arrived at Guadaloupe,
the cats were fo accuftomed to feed on par-
tridges, pigeons, thruthes, and other fmall
birds, that they difdained the rats; but, when
the game was much diminifhed, they attacked
the rats with great fury ¥,’ &c. In general,
cats are not fubjedt, like dogs, to degencration,
when tranfported into warm climates. ¢ The
¢ European cats,’ Bofman remarks, ¢ when car-
¢ ricd to Guiney, change not, like the dogs, but
¢ preferve their original figure 1, &e. Their
nature is indeed more confant ; and, as their do-
meftic flate is neither fo complete, fo univerfal,
nor, perhaps, fo ancient as that of the dog, it is
not furprifing that they are alfo lefs variegated.
Our domeftic cats, though they differ in colour,
form no diftin@ races. The climates of Spain
and Syria have alone produced permanent va-
tieties ;. To thele may be added the climate of
Pe-chi-ly in China, where the cats have long
* Hifl, Gen. des Antilles, par fe P. du Tertre, tom. ii. p. 306.

+ Voyage de Guinée, par Bofman, p. 2403.
hair
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hair/and pendulous ears, and ae the favourites
of the ladics®. 'Thefe domeftic cats with pen
dulous ears, of which we have full deferiptions
are fill farther removed from the wild and prid
mitive race, than thofe whofe ears are erc€t.
We thall here terminate the hiftory of the cat
and at the fame time that of domeftic animals,
The horfe, the afs, the ox, the fheep, the goat
the o, the dog, and the cat, are our only o=
meftic animals. . We add not to this lift the
camel, elephant, rain-deer, &c. which, thougl
domeftic in other countrics, are frangers to/us 3
3nd we, (halk ot treat of foreign animals, 61}
we have given the hiftory of thy wild animals
hich are natives of our own cliniate, % Befides
35, the,aat may,be confidéredas only halfdog
meltic, he forms the fhade between domefticand
wild animals ; for we aught not to'rank among
domeltics, thofe traublelome neighbotirs, ¢ mice}
rats; and, moles, which, though they inhabit oo
houles and gardens, are perfeélly wild and frees
Tnftead of being attached or fubmiffive to man
ey fy from him, and preferve entire, in thein
obfcure retreats, their manners, their habits, and
theic liberty. * i
We have feen, in the hiftory of each domeflie
animal,. the great influence which. education
fhelter, and the eareful hand 6f man, have upo
the manners, difpofitions, and even'the form of;
: * Hit. Gen. des Voyages, par. M. IAbbE Brevot, tom. vis

animals,
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animals. « We have feen, that thefe caufes, join=
ed to the effects of climate, modify and change
the fpecies to fuch a degree, as o make them
very different from what they are in a naturgl
flate, and, at the fame time, introduce fuch
changes among individuals of the fame fpecics,
that they would be regarded as different animals,
i they preferved not the faculty of intermixing
and producing fertile individuals, which is the
only effential chara@eriftic of fpecies. 'We have
feen, that the different races of domeftic ani-
mals obferve, in different climates, nearly the
fame order as the races of the human kind ;
that, like men, they are fironger, larger, and
more courageous in cold countries, milder and
more civilized in temperate climates, and weaker
and more deformed in very warm regions;
and that, in temperate climates, and among
polithed people, the varieties of each fpecies are
moft numerous and diverfified, and exhibit the
moft evident marks of the antiquity of their
flavery: Pendulous ears, varicgated colours, fine
long hair, are effe@s produced by their long
continuance in a domeftic flate. Moft wild
animals have erect ears. The ears of the wild
boar are erec and fiff; but thofe of the do-
meftic hog are inclined and half-pendulous.
Among the Laplanders, the favages of America,
the Hottentots, the Negroes, and other unpolifh=
cd people, all the dogs have ercé® ears ; but they
are generally foft and pendulous in Spain, France,

Britain,
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Britain, Turkey, Perfia, China, and other civia
lized nations. The ears of the domeftic cat are
not fo fiff and ere as thofe of the wild kind;
and in China, a nation which has been very long.
ina ftate of civilization, and whofe climate s
mild, there are cats with pendulous cars. Itis
for this reafon, that the goat of Angora, whofe
ears are pendulous, fhould be regarded as a
variety fartheft removed from the natural flate,
The ftrong and marked influence of the climate
of Syria, joined to the domeftic condition of
thefe animals among a people very anciently
civilized, would, in the progrefs of time, pro-
duce this variety, which cannot be preferved in
any other climate. In the goats of Angora,
brought forth in France, the ears are neither fo
Tong nor fo pendulous as in thofe of Syria, and

would probably, afier a certain number of ge-
nerations, refme the cars and coarfe hair of our
common goat.

800 PePALAE MEES NG,

BY mitaking fome of my expreffions in the
above hiftory of the cat, I find it has been ima-
gined that I had denicd him altogether the power
of fleeping. I always knew that cats flept,
but not fo profoundly as I now find they fome-
times do.  On this fubje& M. Pafumot, of the

academy
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academy of Dijon, an able naturalift, communi-
cated to me a letter, of which the following is
an extrad.

¢ Permit me, Sir, to remark, that, in your
work, you feem to deny the cat the power of
fleeping. 1 affure you, that, though he lecps
feldom, his fleep is fo profound, that it is 2
fpecies of lethargy, which I have obferved at
leaft ten times in different cats. When young,
a favourite cat lay every night in bed at my
feet.  One night; I pufhed him from me; but
1 was furprifed to find him fo heavy, and at
the fame time fo immoveable, that I believed
him to be dead. I pulled him fimartly with
my hand ; but I felt no motion. 1 then tofi-
ed him about, and, by the force of the agita-
tion, he began flowly to awake. This pro-
found fleep, and difficulty of wakening, Ihave
frequently obferved. It generally happened in
the night, having only once obferved it in the
day; and this wasafter perufing what you have
faid concerning the fleep of thefe animals. K
know another gentleman who has likewife
often feen cats fleepingin this profound manner.
He tells me, that, when cats fleep during the
day, it is always at the time of the greateft
heat, and particularly before the approach of
¢ flormy weather.’

M. de Leftrée, a merchant of Chalons in
Champagne, who is accuftomed to allow cats to
lie in his bed, remarks:

5t 1. ¢ That,
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1. ¢ That, when thefe animals purr, when
they are tranquil, and appear to be fleeping,
they fometimes make a long infpiration, whicl
is followed by a firong expiration ; and that,
at this period, their breath has an odour which
greatly refembles that of mufk.

». ¢ That, when furprifed by a dog, or any
other object which fuddenly alarms them, they
make a kind of hiffing noife, which is accom-
panied with the fame odour. This is not
peculiar to the males 5 for T have remarked the
fame thing of both fexes, and of cats of all
ages and colours.’

From thele facls, M. de Leftrée feems to think,
that, in the breaft or flomach of the cat, there
are fome vefTels filled with an aromatic fubftance,
the perfume of which iffues from the mouth.
But we difcover nothing of this kind from
anatomy. q

1 formerly remarked, that, in China, there
were cats with pendulous cars; This variety is
not found any where clfe, and perhaps it is an
animal of a different fpecies; for travellers, when
mentioning an animal called Sumxu, which is
entirely domeflic, fay, that they can compare it
to nothing but the cat, with which it has a great
refemblance. Its colour is black or yellow, and
its hair very bright dnd glittering. The Chinefe
put filver collars about the necks of thefe ani~
mals, and render them extremely familiar. ~ As
they are not common, they give a high price,

both
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both on account of their beauty, and becaufe
they deftroy rats *.

At Madagafcar there are alfo wild cats ren=
dered domeftic. Moft of them have twifted
tails; and they are called Saca by the natives.
But thefe wild cats are of the fame fpecies with
the domeftic kind; for they intermix and pro-
duce t.

Another variety has been obferved. In our
pwn climate, cats are fometimes produced with
pencils of hair at the points of their cars. M.
de Seve writes me (Nov. 16. 1773); that a
young cat was brought forth in his houfe at Pa
ris, of the fame race with that we have called the
Spanifb cat, with pencils at the points of its ears,
though neither of the parents had any pencils.
In a few months the pencils of this cat were
as large in proportion ta its fize, as thofe of the
Canadian lynx.

The fkin of an animal, which greatly refem-
bles that of our wild cat, has been lately fent me
from Cayenne. It is called Haira in Guiana,
where they eat its fleth, which is white and
good ; and hence we may prefume, that, how=
ever fimilar to the cat, it belongs to a different
fpecies.  But, perhaps, the name Aaira is im-
properly applied; for it is probably the fume
with aira, which is not a cat, but a fmall mar-
tin, taken notice of in the laft volume of this
work.

* Joural des Sgavans, tom. . p. 261. + Voy. de Fla-
court, p. 152.

VOL. 1V. E




	1350 Vol 4 Ch 2 The Cat
	1351
	1352
	1353
	1354
	1355
	1356
	1357
	1358
	1359
	1360
	1361
	1362

