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FARMERS® COOPERATIVE COTTON
DEMONSTRATION WORK.

Our Colleges of Agriculture,
The organic law esteblishirg Agricultural and
mgchcmical 0011% es contemplated the foundlrg of mstitutio{n
ik, AU e i vO-cttegus A bamielvy
that sheui*& o:f‘ g riculbure

just as they were intended to prepare men for constructirg

railroads and building bridges, In establishirg these
naticonal institutions, it was expected they would give thorowh
instruections in the sciences which underlie & riculture, and
alsc impart & knowleds e of%és practical application to 2&1—:’
extent that every graduate Mbe master of the science

s{:_.nd arts of g riculture, and be able to profitebly apply themj:/
Le ,

So that ultimately in every precinct of our great commonwealth

[Va r./b'{
there sﬂlr;-u-]:ﬁ be practical farmers who would be leaders of

i bovretln
&g ricultural thowght and captainsg of the Mﬁ—ur%'rbm-
ture, 1t was recognized that a grest 1readership in rural
affairs was necessary to dope with the gigantic forces which
centralized wealth would bring to the aid of cities, and
therefore a wise public peliey would aim tec station numbers
¢f trained men throwhout the countryl. It will not be
claimed By the most zrdent friends of these collegzes ( of which
I am one) that this has been accomplished except in = limited
way . Possibly all has been accomplished that should have
been expectedﬁ;:_-‘;j’_,. 4I;t takes time to found and develop g peat

institutions of learning, especially along untested lines,



#2,

A fair investig ation of the accomplishpments of
these colleges in sgricutture will show th=t =« larmg e numbers
of stalwert yourng men from the country have been influenced to
geek higher education by the low expenses, the labor conditicons
and the democratic spirit of t hese collegzes, added to the
fact that they could pursue lines of study of immediate value
in the fields of toil, ¢t is—true that only—e—emai:per
cent ot his great body-efyouth g radusted-and 3t has been
disapp&intingjrthat s00 few of the graduates chose the vocation
of a;riculturej/and accepted the life of & farmer, but it must

that - _
be remembered &a large per cent of such as did not graduate

A
returned to the farm and were in & degree uplifted b& their
colleg e contact, until in the course of years & great body
of American yeomen have bheen helped to do bvetter work;

Some of the ggriculturzl colleges have sstablished
short courses in egriculture, oper to men from the farms for
practical instruction a few weeks each year; These have
been exceedirng ly helpful; At such times the college has
furnished valuzble object lessons as well as imparted direct
instruction;

The Farmers Institutes, which aimed to carry the
volume of g rieultural knowledge tc the scattered homes in
thecountry and deliver it orally,are an cutgrowth of these

colleges, and most of the instructin and inspiration of this

work should be placed to their credit,
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In the main theyrhave stood for the nobility of labor
and the necessity of keepirg the muscle as well as the bi’ain
in trainirg feor the industries, They have demonstrated
that M@f_much vig or and disciplingfaerived from use=~
ful and profitable toil as from exertion that has no end but
physical trainirng. , They have matched useful labor &g zinst
leisure and sq;ainst,\effort that has no motive but exercisal.
They have fostered investig ations alorg s ricultural lines
and kept the necessity of more knowledze of the farm as &
live issue before the people, and hence have beegj\potent
force in g riculture pregress,

The leg islation that established our staté experiment
stations was mainly influenced by the s ricultural colleg,as'..

The bulletins of these stations are of great practical and

scientific value. They constitute with those of the U, S,

Dep't of Agriculture, the main sources of exaot information

about Americean Agriculture,

A few of ¢ur Agricultural co ﬁas are broadening their
courses of study and will soon‘hwe a practica.l University
of A riculture, They have established schools of sgronomy,
of poultry, of swine, of the dairy, of horse and cattle breed-
irg and mangg ement,with demonstrating farms for each, so that
students may becomes experts in these lines‘. This evo-
lution of the colleze of g riculture appears to have followed
the right lines to the end of accomplishing the greatest good
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for the maasesl. As they have progressed they have been

met with greater popular sympathy and support, Soine

of these colleres now in a large degree occupy that cormanding
position of influence, patronége and support, which it was
expected all would reach at an early period from their founding.

Yow that we see somewhat clearly the true and the
great work of ;ﬁtw%ricultural colleze; it may he wise to recall
some of t he diffieulties encountered in attainirg their present
high position. These collegr,eé had a national endowment
and the strigglirg state universities of that period esgerly
soyht them as adjuncts; not always selfishly; —gﬁény supposed
at that time that they could be affiliated to the advantsase
bf hoth, Possibly the two might have been united under
one board of trustees if they had heen segregated in every
other respect; but to affiliate them and expect that one would
derive adbantsg e from the other was extreme unwisdom; for
the following reasons:

Onliy & limited portion of a general university course
is applicable to students in sgriculture, who must complete
their vocation studies within four years, and even theses few
branches are not tawht in a way best adapfed to students in
g riculture, Y

"’At the present time the sggregate of knowledre is
80 great in every course of study, that many important lines
must be abbreviated to admit of the investigation of other

subjects necessary to =z preparation for lifes work,

It ig readily comprehended that instruction in botany, chemistry

and physics for a class in griculture should differ materially



#5,
from that given students preparing for,teachers of science,
« In the university there is &n unavoidsble conflict

between the hours of recitation,fixed for the advantage of
the general body , and the hours in which labor upon the farm
éhould he performed; consequemtly student }&bp_r in &g riculture
is fregmentary, uneconomical and mainly ;é:;;;'ducational
under such eonditions, An appeal to the faculty does not
result in remedy, because it is the body of general instructa=
ors & ainst the one professor of ag,riculture.. The greatest
objection lies, however, in a university sentiment, not exactly
hostile to sgriculture, hut intensely set in other direction#.

This publie opinion in colleres and universities is a
great and necessary power in moulding students, but it is so
potent that segregation of the sgricultural college, if attach-
éd to a university, would appezr essential to the edueation
of youth for farmersl. To thése impediments should be added
limited endogment and incomplete eguipment during quite a
veriod, and =z general misapprehension of their mission by the
ma.ssee.. They were considered Farmer's High Schools;schools
for the trainirg o;’ country teachers; schools of technology;
schools of scienca,;;;a were the centres of political antyo-
nism,

In view of these ofstacles even a moderate success of the

om=® 4o
g ricultural colleg es woirldshe a marvel,
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