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Our Colleges o~ ~riculture. 

The org, anic l&.w es~ablishirg ~ricultural and 

Mfcha.nical cc,ll~ es contemplated the found_irg of ineti tut ions 
,_<l-1( Ju--~ ~ 7!.,.,,._ ~r.?; ,µ-, ,..,fw., tt:#~~ ,,..f,_,y 

that should -4n-&tF~et- in ~e:i:eMe&& and. &rts of if, r-i:culiwre 

just as they were intended to prepare men ~or constructi!'l!. 

railroads and buildirg bridg,es. In establiehiq; these 

national institutions, it was expected they would iive thoro~h 

instructions in the sciences which underlie ~riculture, and 
~ M1 

also impart a knowle~e of✓~ practical ajl)plication to a:!-
wv-, .... ,1 L 

extent that every ~ raduate slntU1d--be master of the science 

and arts of ~riculture, and be able to profitably apj.ly them/, 
C 

So that ultimately in every precinct of our great commonwealth 
~{_ 

there sho\i-ld be practical farmers who would be leaders of 
~Jle,~, .I 7° 

~ ricul tural tho Lg ht and ca-ptains of the 1.n•i-e~ry of '1:4;, ie'tti• 

It was recq; nized tha i:. a great leadership in rural 

a.f:rairs was necessary tu G!Ope with the g, ig antic forces which 

centralized wea+th would brirg to the aid of cities, a.nd 

therefore a wise public policy would ~in to atation numbers 

of trained men throU!,hout the country. It will not be 

claimed by the most ardent friends of these colleges ( of whicb 

I am one) that this has been accompli~hed except in~ limited 

way. Possibly all has been accomplished that should have 

been expected. It takes time to found and develop g, 1teat 

institutions of learni~, especially aloiv, untested lines. 



i? A fair. investig atio!l of the aceomplishj ments of 

these colleg,es in ce;riculture will show th ~t la~ e numbers 

of stalwart you~ men from the country have been influenced to 

Be&k higher education b y the low expenses, the labor conditions 

and the democrG1.ti c spirit oft hese coll~ es, added to the 

fact that they could pursue lines of study of innnediate value 

in the fields of toil. 

C 

J.:L.i..s--4.r:u e t b a t o :r:i J y &: •-emal l: p-e r 

:}tou.t llL g c11.dJ.a1te& &Md ~ t has been 

disa.ppointi~ I that s6-. few of the graduates chose the vocation 

of sgriculture[ and accepted the life of a. farmer, but it must 
that 

be remembered.l\a larg, e per cent of such as did no t graduate 

returned to the farm and were i n a d8l, ree uplifted by their 

coll~ e contact, until in the course of years a~ reat body 

of American yeome~ have been helped to do better work. 

Some of the sgriculturciJ. collez,es have established 

short courses in c:griculture, oper: to men from the farms for 

pract ical instruction a few weeks each year. These have 

been exceedi!l!, ly helpful. At such times the college has 

furnished valuable object lessons as well as imp~rted direct 

instruction. 

The Farmers Institutes, which aimed to carry th& 

volume of ~rivultural knowle~e to the scattered homes in 

thecountry and deliver it or&.l..ly,a~~ a.n outgrowth of these 
;-~--

coll~es, and most of t h e instructin a.nd inspiration of th-i-8 

work should be placed to their credit. 



~~~ 
In the mc:1.in ~ ;t have stood for the nobility of labor 

and the necessity of keepi1'.l!, the muscle as well as the brain 

in tra.inir:g for the inaustries. They have demonstrated 

that ~ 4; much vigor and di sciplin:;aerived from use• 

ful and profitable toil as from exertion that has no end but 

physical traini~. t They :have matched useful labor against 
fa/'!':,. ;.,q; •. ( 

leisure and ~ ainst~ ffort thc1.t has no motive but exercise. 

They have :fostered invest lg ations &J.or:g ~ ricultur&.l lines 

and kept the necesei ty of more knowle~ e of the farm as a. 
a. 

live is~ue before the people, and hence have beenApotent 

force in ~ riculture prc.g ress. 

The l~islation th~t established our stat~ experiment 

stations was mainly in:ttluenced by the ~ricultural coll&l,es •• 

The bulletins of these et at ions are of g. rea.t practical and 

scientific value. They constitute with those of tne u. s. 
Dep't of J,griculture, the main sources of 

a.bout American lfe, ricul ture. 

exact information 

A few of our lgricultur&.l colleges a.re bro&.deni~ their 
~ 

courses of study and will soon~ a practical University 

of ~riculture. They have established schools of cg·ronomy, 

of poultry, of swine, of the dairy, of horse and cattle breed­

irg and man~ ement I with demonstrating-. fEl.rms for each, so that 

students may become experts in these lines . This evo• 

lution of the colle:g e of ~riculture appears to have :f'ollowed 

the rif,ht lines , to the end of accomplishiI¥, the g reat est good 



for the masses. As they have pr·~ ressed they have been 

met with greater popular sympathy and support. Some 

of these coll~ es now in a lairg e degree occupy that C01'!D!l&.ntliiv;. 

position of influence, patron1¥,e and support, which it was 

expected all would reach at an early period from their f'oundir:g. 

Now that we see somewhat clearly the true and the 
}½11 

~reat work of /'f:ff ~ricultural coll~e; it may be wise to rec&J.l 

some oft he dif:f'iculties encountered in attainil'l!, their present 

high posi tiot). These ccll~es had a national endowment 

and the str~g liq; state universities of that period ecg erly 
L4!. 

801..l&ht them as adjuncts; not always selfishlYj Many supposed 

at that time that they could be affiliated to the adv&.nt~e 

of both. Possibly the two might have been united under 

one board of trustees if they had been s~ rE¥, ated in every 

other respect: but to aaf~iliate them and expect that one would 

derive adyant~e ~rom the other was extreme unwisdoa; ~or 

the followi~ reasons: 

Only ~ limited portion of a general university course 

is applicable to students in ~riculture, who must complete 

their vocation studies within four ye1:1.rs, and even these few 

br&.nches are not ta4;ht in a way best adapted to students in 

~ riculture. ) 

l'At the present time the ~r~ ate of knowle~ e is 

so ~ reat in every course of study, that many import ant lines 

must be abbreviated to admit of the investig,,ation of other 

subjects necessar y to a preparation for lifes work. 

It is readily comprehended that instruction in botany, chemistry 

and ppysics for a class in ~riculture should 4i~fer materially 



from that ~iven students preparii,; for,teachers of science. 

In the university there is an unavoidable conflict 

between the hours of recitation, ~ixed for the advant~e o~ 

t he g. eneral body , and t h e hours in which labor upon the :farm 

should be performed; consequently student labor in ~riculture -
is fr~mentary, uneconomical and mainly no~educational 

under such eonditions. An appeal t o the faculty does not 

result in remedy; because it is the body of g.ener~l instruct-

ors c(1;ainst the one professor of ~rioulture. The greatest 

ob j ection lies, however, in a university sentiment, not exactly 

hostile to ~riculture, out i ntensely set in other directions. 

This publie opinion in coll~es and universities is a 

g re1:1.t and necessary power in mould if\?, students, but it is so 

potent that seg r~ ation of the c:g ricultural coll~ e , if attach­

ed to a university, would appe~ essential to t h e education 

of youth for farmers. To these impedi ments should be added 
W" 

limited endo~ment and incomplete equipment ~uri~ quite a 

period, and a g.eneral misapprehension of their mission by the 

masses. They were considered Farmer's High Schools;schools 

for the traini~ of country teachers; schools of technol~y; 
. "e., 

schools of scienceAand were the centres of political a.nt~o-

nism. 

In view of these o4'stacles even a moder~te success of the 
~ M 

~ricultura.l colle'l,es OQ.il/)H he a marvel. 

• 


	img001 copy
	img002 copy
	img003 copy
	img004 copy
	img005 copy

