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The PINE-WEASEL, or
YELLOW-BREASTED
MARTIN®

FTHIS animal s a mtive of northern re-

gions, where the fpecies is fo nume-
rous, that the quantity of their furs annually
confumed is perfedly aftonifhing. There are
very few of them in the temperate climates, and
they exift not in very warm countries. Some
of them are found in the forefts of Burgundy,
and likewife in thofe of Fountainbleau; but, in
general, they are as rare in France as the martin
jsfrequent. ~There are none of thefe animals in
Britain; becaufe they have no extenfive forefls
in that country. They fly equally inhabited
countries and nncovered fields.  They dwell in
the woods, and conceal not themfelves among:
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the rocks, but traverfe the foreft and climb the
trees. They live by hunting, and deftroy pros
digious quantitics of birds, by eating their eggg
They feize fquirrels, field-mice, &c. Theyal.
£ eat honey like the martinand polecat. They
never appear in the open ficlds, in the meadows,
or in the vineyards. They approach not the
dwellings of men; and they differ fil fanher
from the martin in their manner of making their
efeape from the hunters. When the martins
purfied by a dog, he inftantly runs to bis hay-
Toft or his hole. The pine-weafel, on the cone
ty, runs a long time before the dogs, then
climbs the trunk of a tree, and, from this fation,
s them as they pafs. The track whichbe

in the faow appears to be that of a large

imal, becaufe he always leaps, and both feet
make but one impreffion. He is fomewhat arger
n, and yet his head is fhorter, His

Jegs are longer, and confequently he runs more
E yellow ; but that of the

is finer, more bufhy,

fubjeét to fall off. The female pre-

pares not a bed for her young; and yet lodges
them moft commodioufly. ‘The fquirrels buld
nefts in the tops of trees, with equal art as the
When the pine-weafel is about to bring

climbs to the fquirrel's neft, banifhes

epofits her young. jikewife ufes the old
s of ducks or buzzards, and holes of ancient
trecs,
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trees, from which fhe diflodges the ‘wood-peckers
and other birds. She brings forth in the fpring,
and her litter conifts of two or three only,
Though her young come into the world blind,
they foon acquire a confiderable growth. She
brings to them eggs and birds; and afterwards
Jeads them out to hunt along with herfelf.  The
birds are fo well acquainted with thei- cnemies,
that, when they perceive the pinc-weafel, they
Jtter the fame mournful cry to advertife his ap-
proach, as when they fee a fox. What fhows
that the birds are animated with hatred, rather
than fear, is, that they follow at a diftance, and
atter this peculiar cry againtt all carnivorous
animals, as the wolf, the fox, the pinc-weafel,
thewild cat, &c. but never againft the ftag, the
ro¢, the hare, &c.

The pine-we: are very frequent in the
sorthern parts of America, Europe, and Afia.
Many of them are brought from Canada, and
they extend as far as Hudfon's bay *; and, in
Afia, as far nosth as the kingdom of Tonquinf
and the empire of Chinaf. They onght notto
be confounded with the fable, an animal whofe
fur is much more precious.  The fable is black;
but the pine-weafel is brown and yellow. The
moft valuable part of the fkin of the latter is
the brown, which extends along the whole back
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