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Statement of Consensus on State-Local Relations 

Th~ LGa~ue of ·1onen Voters of Texas believes that local government 

in Texas shoulC:: be r:,acle i.i orG raspons i ve to changing conditions. 

Therefore the League will support measures to provide fort 

(1) A single ~rticle in the ?exas Constitution encompassing 

provisions for units of local government (cities, towns, villages, 

counties and special districts), expressed in broad and ?ermissive 

,rinciples. 

(2) A flexible governrr,ental structure for counties and 

munici?alities, together with legislativo and financial powers 

adequate to provide local services. 

- 0 -

As an outgrowth of the pas~ three years of study on this complex 
subject these position statenents have been formulated by your 
state Board frow the reports of consensus in 24 local Leagues. 
Th0re was unanimous asrcament that there shoultl be a single 
~rticle for local govarnmental units in the Texas Constitution. 

?here was substantial support for more flexibility in local 
governmental structure and powers. A little better than one half 
of the Leagues reporting believb that Home Rule would provide tho 
needed flexibility, while others d8sire<l flexibility such as that 
provided by city county consolidation or area-wide governmental 
authorities. These broad statcn~nts will provide the basis 
for your state League to SU?port or oppose bills falling within 
the scope of this item. -t,,A ' 

1 :C-~ I ~ 
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1965 PRESIDENTS' COUNCIL 
Driskill Hotel - Austin, Texas 

AGENDA 

Tuesday, March 23, 1965 

10:00 - 1:00 
11: 00 - 1:30 

2:00 - 3:00 

3:00 3:30 

I-'- .... ,' 
3:30 - 4:30 

4:30 5:30 
7:15 

Registration for Council & Lobbying 
Local League Presidents' Horkshop & Lunch 

Mrs. Charles M. Linehan, Presiding 
Opening Session .:{Mrs • .Maurice Brown,,Presiding 

Welcome ,t,,-<.-1 • 

Appointment of Parliamentarian 
Adoption of Agenda .,, / .. ,tt , 
Appointment of Tellers -- /S-1- .. .,, 
Minutes of 1963 Council - ~-!rs. T.A.Pollard 
Treasurer's Report - Mrs. W. D. Baden 
President's Report - i-irs. Maurice H. Brown 
Roll Call of Local Leagues - Mrs. T.A.Pollard 

Budget Session - Mrs. D. A. Ballard, Presiding 
Introduction of Budget Committee 
Presentation of State Budget 
Local League Pledges 

Program Session - Mrs. Irving Pettis,Presiding 
National Program - Mrs. l'/illiam E. Joor 
State-Local Relations - Mrs. Irving Pettis 
J S & T - Mrs. Francis B. May 
CR l - '. !rs. D. A. Ballard 

Mezzanine 
Provincial Suite 

Crystal Ballroom 

CR 2 - Mrs. E. S. Prashner 
Legislative Report & Briefing - Mrs. 
Dinner l1Iecting 

l'lilson Nolle 

Mr. John P. Keith - Speaker 
Moderator - i,1rs. Robert Casperson 
Interrogators - t,!rs. Gerald Ashford 

;,1rs. Edward C. Fritz 

..,.. Crystal Ballroom 
11A f'~ '<Tf' , I 

a P-'!...-1t...,. 

Wednesday, March 24, 1965 
"7/2 
7: 45 -
9:00 

10:00 -

11:00 
12:00 -
1:00 -
2:00 -
3:00 
3:30 -

Yi " 

9:00 
9:45 

10:30 

12:00 
1:00 
2:00 
3:00 

5:00 

" f,...,.._. • 

C t.(. ? '' 

r,;r c,.r, 
Legislative Breakfast 
Capitol Scoops - ~frs. Irving Pettis, Presiding 
Board Buses for ,iill - r,!ain Entrance 
Tour of Governor's '.-iansi,on, 
Legislativa Session '. 
Sightsee around Capitol and Grounds 
Lunch at TEC CAFETERIA, Capitol Grounds 

Crystal Ballroom 

Committee hearings, visit legislative offices 
Board buses for hotel - no!th entrance of Capitol 
Conversation corners -- coffee served on mezzanine 

Provincial Suite 
If.. Jin rlogg Sui to f ( , 

Crystal Ballroom , tJ. k,"\. I 

I l ... 
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7:15 Dinner Meeting Crystal Ballroom 
Panel: Mrs. Maurice H. Brown, Moderator 

Mrs. W.E.Joor, Mrs. R.Freedman 
Mrs. Chas. Linehan, Mrs. !Vilson Nolle 

Thursday, March 25, 1965 

7:45 
9:00 

t~.·~ ,, 
10:45 
11: 15 

1:30 

8:45 
9:15 

- 11: 15 
1 :30 

Local League Presidents' breakfast - r 'Y-/ 

General Session: Mrs. Maurice H. Brown, 
Presiding 

Jim Hogg Suite 

Little Meetings - Expanded Voters Service 
No. 1 Mrs. Freedman, leader .. Place: ] /:,;,°A,(·-J:. Y~o.K"'!-
No. 2 Mrs. Brock, leader 4 Place: ] '5,,1~/" t-' ,, 

No. 3 Mrs. Pollard, lea<lerC,,',, Place: ] To be announced 
No. 4 Mrs. Casperson, leader£ Place: ] t 
No. 5 Mrs. Joor, leader Place: ] 

Coffee and finger food 
*Final Session, Mrs. Brown presiding 

Appointment of Tellers 
Final Attendance report 
Adoption of State Budget 
Program Discussion & Dircction,Mrs.Pettis 

Crystal Ballroom 
Crystal Ballroom 

New Unit Organization Methods - Mrs. O.P.Clark Jr. 
Caravan to Colorado - Mrs. Ramey 
Other business and announcements. 

ADJOURN 

* For this session only, Observers as well as delegates will have the privilege 
of the floor, but may not vote. Observers, of course, have the same privi­
leges in Little Meetings and Conversation Corners as the delegates. 
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TREASURER'S QUARTERLY REPORT 

Income 

Local League Support 
Interest on Reserve Fund 

State Members-at-Large (65) 
Other Income (Gifts) 
Surplus 63-64 Operating a/c 
Election Nig~t Services 
Receipts $705.00 

II 170.40 

Expenditures 40.93 
Travel Equalization 170.40 

MARCH 15 , 1965 

$875.40 

211.33 

State Publications - Sales $8,771.51 
Costs 9,263.07 

Actual Budgeted 

$26,145.00 $26,175,00 
225.00 200.00 

$26,370.00 $26,375.00 

325.00 
10.00 

771. 77 

664.07 

Net loss to date ( $491.56) 

Area Conferences 
Income 590.64 
Expenses 1,009.85 ( 419.21) 
Travel Equalization deducted 

from Convention Res. Fund 152.40 

Deficit ( $266.81) 

Convention Reserve Fund 734.08 
Interest on Reserve Fund 25.06 

Transferred to Operating a/c $759.14 

- 1 -

Balance 

$30.00 
( 25.00) 

s.oo 
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u 
ACTUAL BUDGETED !31\LANCE 

k Expenditures 

General Administration 

~ 
President & 3oard of Directors $ 2,497.86 $ 3,150.00 $ 652.14 
Budget Committee 139.33 175.00 35.67 
Nominating Committee 25.00 25.00 
Delegates to Nat'l. Convention 816.27 550.00 ( 266.27) 
Office Maintenance 1,754.06 1,750.00 ( 4 . 06) 
Office Supplies 578.01 550.00 ( 28.01) 
Salaries & Social Security 5,478.79 6,150.00 671.21 
Fees - Audit & Bonding 100.00 100.00 
Capital Expenditures 9.18 ( 9.18) 

Field Service 

i 
Local Leagues 1,492.60 1,350.00 ( 142.60) 
New Leagues 197 .58 180.00 ( 17.58) 
Staff Specialist 288.74 ( 288. 74) 

Program 

i Research, Development & Action 400.14 395 . 00 ( 5.14) 
Legislative 306.60 400.00 93. 40 

Voter Service 104.98 100. 00 ( 4 . 98) 
Publications 

National 197.70 150.00 ( 47.70) 
Texas VOTER 1,323.91 1,275.00 ( 48.91) 

Nation~! Services 10,075.00 10,075.00 
Delegates to National Municipal League 557.59 ( 557 .59) 

TOTJ\L EXPENDITURES $26,318.34 $26,375.00 $ 56.66 

# # # # # # ## # #It # 

Debit Credit Total 
Surplus Operating account 4/1/65 771. 77 ~-
Convention Reserve Fund 759,14 $1,530.91 

1 Extra Delegate to Nat'l. Convention $266.27 
2 Delegates to Nat' 1. Municipal League 557.59 
Travel Equalization - Area Conferences 152.40 
Field Service Staff Specialist 288.74 1,265.00 

265 . 91 
Auditor's suggestion for Convention Res. Fund 200. 00 
Remaining balance to pay FSSS salary and expenses t o April 1, 1965 65. 91 

- la -



BALANCE SHEET - March 15, 1965 

J\SSETS 

Cash on Deposit 

Operating Account 
Reserve Fund· 
Memorial Fund 
Petty Cash & Postage Account 

Capital Assets 

Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment 
Total J\ssets 

$ 1,941.70 
5,000.00 

294.66 
105. 00 

LIABILITIES & SURPLUS 

Liabilities recorded on cash basis: 

Surplus 
Invested in capital assets 
Appropriated (Res. Fund, Memorial Fund) 
Petty Cash & Postage Account 
Unappropriated 

Total Liabilities & Surplus 

131\NK BALANCES 

Cash on Deposit 4/1/64 
Income 4/1/64 - 3/15/65 
Disbursements 4/1/64 - 3/15/65 

Bank Balance 3/15/65 

- lb -

771. 77 
$38,524.55 

$ 7,340.36 

3,654.61 

3,654.61 
5,294.66 

105.00 
1,941.70 

$37,354 . 62 

$10,994.97 

$10,994.97 

$ 1,941.70 



THINGS TO SEE IN FORT WORTH 

In Foreat Park Area, Weot and South: 
The Forest Park Zoo with many 1ntereat1n1 animal rea1dent1 
The Jamee R. Record Aquarium with fac1natin1 fiah 1nhab1t­

anta. 
Children'• Zoo with exh1b111 for small fry. 
Th• Herpeter1um (Reptale House) with many var1et1e1 of 

reptiles. 
Fore•t Park with available(lree) barbecue pits. picnic table• 

and benches, and play areas. 
Botanic Garden, Sw1mm1ng Pool, Tr1n1ty Park. 

On Amon Carter Square, Well of Downtown: 
Will Roger• Memorial Coliseum and Aud1tor1um. 
Statue of Will Rogers. Farrington Field 
The Fort Worth Art Center, Casa Manana Theatre-in-the 

round. 

Amon G. Carter Museum of Weatern Art ... a mu1t1 .. 
m1llion dollar collection of pictures, sculpture a. booka 

and other obJects of Western art, principally the work• 
of Frederick Remington and Charles Ru1aell. 

The Fort Worth Children'• Muaeum and Planetarium. 

In North Fort Worth: 
The Stockyards and Packing Houses. 
North Fort Worth busineu houses with old weal facades. 
Meacham Field (Air). LaGrave Baseball Field. 

Northeast of Fort Worth on Highway 183: 
Greater Southweat lnternat1onal Airport. Bell Helicopter 

Co. American Airline• Stewardeu College. 

Downtown Fort Worth: 
City view atop the 30-atory Continental Bank Building or 

the 18-■ tory First National Bank Bulld.ing. 
Fort Worth Public Library. 
Theater Dutrict. Burnett Park. 
Chamber of Commerce, City Hall, County Courthouse. 
Museum of Western Re hes. 

In West and Northwe-st For-t Worth: 
Carswell Air Force Base. 
General Dynam1cs/Fort Worth aircraft manufacturing 

plant. Westover Hilla and R1dglea residences 
A life-size- wax (1gure 1nterpretat1on of Leonardo da 

V1nc11 s famous painting "The Last Supper 11 
••• at 

6Z09 Sunset Drive in Radglea. (free) 

In South and Southwest Fort Worth: 
Texas Chr18tlan Un1vers1ty Campus. 
Southweatern Baptiot Theological Seminary. 
Westcli(( and Tanglewood residences. 

Eaat Fort Worth· 
Texas Weolevan College Campus. 
Eastern Hills and Meadowbrook re ■ idencea. 

Sycamore and Sylvania Parka and swimmin& 
pools. 

Lake• 
~nbrook, aouthweat; Lake Worth and Eagle 

Mowitain. north: Grapevine. northeaat and 
Arlington, east. 

Churchea 
638 religioua in1tituhon1 with 44 denominat1on1. 

FACTS ABOUT FORT WORTH ... 

Fort Worth wa1 eatabhahed aa a lrontaer army po1t 1n 1849 by 
MaJor Ripley Arnold and hu Second Dragoon■, to keep an eye 
on the warlike Com.anche lnd1an1 to the weat. 

Fort Worth waa named for General Wilham Jenluna Worth who 
diahngu1ahed himaelf 1n the Mex.1c&n War. Gener&I Worth 1a 
buried 1n downtown New York City. 

The population of Fort Worth today u 388,000 with the popula­
tion of the city'• metropohtan area being 616,700. 

Fort Worth h&a a va.nety of fine re1taurant1 lpf"C1ahz1ng in 

Ch1neae 1 ltahan. Mexican. Polynes1&n and Ge-rman cu1une. 
lt ha• two maJor ■ea.food restaurants, ,none of which you can 
pick your lobater live from a tank. Fort Worth steak hou•e• 
are beat in the world. 

The Grand Ballroom of Hotel Tena, large ■t an the Southwrot, 
aeat• Z, 000 persona for dinner, more than that for convention 
and non-d1n1ng affairs. 

The beautiful theatre-in-the-round, 11Ca1a Manana," wh1ch of. 
fer• a 1ummer 1chedule of mu1icals, 1s located on Amon Carter 
Square. 

Ea1t-Weat you can drive through downtown Fort Worth on free -
ways without a aingle atop. 

Fort Worth'• indu1try include• cattle, grain, food processing, 
aircralt manufacturing. candy manufacturing, work clothes . 
manufactur1n1, plaetic ■, 011, agriculture, transportation, 1n• 
aurance, and finance. 

Flower■ bloom in Fort Worth until mid-December and break 
bud again 1n mid-February. First autumn fro1t 1a mid-November 
and laat Spring fro1t 1■ usually mid-March. 

Averaie temperature 1n Fort Worth •• 65. 8 and average ra1n• 
fall i■ 31. 53 1nchea. A year in Fort Worth uaually secs 270 day• 
of eun1hine ... 159 clear and 111 partly cloudy. Snow•• rare. 

The Will Roger• Memorial Colueum and Auditorium 1& a popu • 
lar Southweat meeting around featuring c1rcu1es, the annual South­
weatern Expoaihon and Fat Stock Show, complete with world 
champ1on1hip rodeo; oper&, indu1tr1al shows. pageant a, conce rt1, 
road ahow1, ba1ketball gamea. and other attriacllons. 

The nine railroad■ serving Fort Worth offer through paaatenger 
car service to Ea■t Coaat and Weal Coast. 

The aeven airlines serving Fort Worth operate out of Greater 
Soutbwe■t International Airport, located 15 miles northeast of 
the city on State Highway 183. Greater Southwest 1e cona1dered 
one of the fine ■t, aafeat, and moat attractive airport• m the 

world. 

A total of 138 bu■e• arrive and depart from Fort Worth'• modern 
bu■ terminal■ every 24 hour■• Four bu• line• ■erve the city. 

The General Dynamic•/ Fort Worth aircraft plant 1 ■ working on 
the F-111 and II en1a1ed in nuclear aircraft propuluon research. 
The main part of the plant i1 a mile -1001 build1n1. 

Helicopteu are manufactured 1n Fort Worth by Bell Hehcop• 

ter Company. 



There are 10 military estabhshments in Fort Worth including 
Carswell Air Force Base. 

Fort Worth has many cultural advantages including the opera, 
civic mue1c, ballet and symphony . And is home to the famed 
Texae Boys Choir. 

Fort Worth has b4 parks covering 5,000 wooded acres and 
includes miles and miles of colorful scenic drives. 

City golfers and visitors may exercise their prowess on four 
mun1c1pal courses. among the beat in the Southwest. 

The five 1net1tut1one of higher learning in the Fort Worth area 
mcludP Texas Christian University, Texas Wesleyan College, 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Arhngton State 
College and Fort Worth Christian College. 

The Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce, located at 700 Throck­
morton Street in the downtown area, has free maps of the city 
and free literature on many subjects of interest to the visitor. 

Fort Worth is the permanent home o{ the "Mias Texas II Pageant 

A few mdf"S out of Fort Worth in Eastern Tarrant County is Six 
Fla~s Over Texas - a nationally known theme park situated on 
115-acres. 

The only privately-owned subway is located in one of Fort Worth's 
largest department atorea (free). 

Durmg the Chrutmaa Holidays, the Fort Worth skyline glows 
with thouaanda of amber lights outlining the buildings of the 
downtown area. These lighta burn again during the Southwest­
ern Exposition and Fat Stock Show in late January and early 
February. 

Towering over the Fort Worth skyline is the world's largest 
clock. a three-story revolving timepiece atop a downtown bank 
bu1ldmg. A radio beam from Beltsville, Md., keeps the clock 
Naval-Obeervatory Time accurate. 

A 15-milhon dollar Tarrant County Convention Center will be 

built m the downtown area of Fort Worth. The center located 
near hotela and the ehopping district, will be equipped to handle 
any size convention. 

****** 

• pwdun:cl 1,, 

THE FORT WORTH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
700 Throckmorton Stroot 
Fort Worth, Toxa, 

HOSPITALITY 

CENTER 

OF 

TEXAS 



Abilene 
Amarillo 
Austin 

Gift 
Baytown 
Beaumont 
Brownsville 

Gift 
Corpus Christi 
Corsicana 
Dallas 
Denton 
Dickinson 

Gift 
Edinburg 
Fort \Jorth 
Freeport 
Galveston 
Harlingen 
Houston 
Irving 
Lake Jackson 
La i,larque 
Longview 
Lubbock 
Midland 
Odessa 
Pasadena 
Richardson 
San Angelo 
San Jmtonio 
San Marcos 
So. Jefferson 
Texas City 
Tyler 
Victoria 
lfaco 

Gift 
Hichita Falls 

* San Angelo -
adopted by San 

County 
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STATE AND NATIONAL SUPPORT 
~larch 15, 1965 

PLEDGE AMOUNT PAID GIFT BALANCE 
$ 200.00 $ 200.00 

350.00 350.00 
1,765.00 1,765.00 

100,00 100.00 
300,00 300.00 
700.00 700.00 
815. 00 S 15. 00 

50,00 50.00 
1,150.00 1,150.00 

370.00 370.00 
3,575.00 3,575.00 

215.00 215. 00 
425.00 425.00 

$15.00 ($15. 00) 
350.00 350.00 
825. 00 825.00 
440,00 440.00 
500.00 500.00 
425.00 425.00 

3,200.00 3,200.00 
465.00 465.00 
510.00 510.00 
340.00 340.00 
400.00 400.00 

1,215.00 1,215.00 
1,365.00 1,365.00 

550.00 550.00 
350.00 350.00 
145,00 145.00 
400,00 340.00 $60.00 * 

1,600.00 1,600.00 
140.00 140.00 
300. 00 300. 00 
400. 00 400.00 
425,00 425 .00 
465.00 465 . 00 

1,125.00 1,125.00 
$15.00 ($15,00) 

225. 00 225.00 

$26 ,175.00 $26,115.00 $30 .00 $30 .00 

Unofficial report at Convention for $400.00 . Amount actually 
Angelo members was $3,~0 . 00 which was accc!)ted by State Board. 

-le. 
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Annual Report-- Voters Service 

Red, white, and blue Voters, State and Local Voters Guides for November Election, 
spot announcements on radio and TV urging citizens to vote, speakers on the amend­
ments, moderators of debates, Women Voters Week activities, over and over these items 
were mentioned in your fall 1964 Voters Service activities. Beginning with WDmen 
Voters Week in September and continuing through the General Election, Poll Tax 
issuing and preparing for city and school board elections, Voters Service chairmen 
and their committees have had busy, exciting times. 

In Poll Tax issuing alone, 827 League of Women Voters members worked. This figure 
does not include 5 local Leagues from whom no report was received or 3 who are not 
permitted to work by their County Tax-Assessor-Collector. 

155,000 State Voters Guides were distributed for the November, 1964 election. Of 
this number, 500 were distributed by our members-at-large in the El Paso area. 
A large number were also mailed out on individual request from the State Office 
to non-League areas in Texas and to all parts of the United States. 180,000 
Guides were distributed for the May, 1964 Primary Election. Copies of these 
Guides were sent to newspapers in non-League areas with permission to reprint them. 
Unfortunately, we have no way of knowing if these are used as the papers very in­
frequently send us copies. 

State office was kept busy answerin0 letters from citizens asking if they could 
vote in November--most had not met the residence requirements. 

Many of you reported on the fine editorials received by the League of Women Voters 
in your local newspapers during Women Voters Week and during the campaign days 
before the General Election. Some cities had their local Voters Guide (San An­
tonio had their local and the State Voters Guide) printed in the newspapers free 
of charge. 

Election-night reporting was a new, exciting activity for the State and some local 
Leagues. Several local Leagues were asked by one network to cover selected pre­
cincts in their County on November 3. Another network asked the State League to 
cover 47 precincts throughout the state. Several were in non-League areas, which 
meant some traveling. Thanks to the help of local League members, all precincts 
were covered. Everyone working at this job reported it was a very rewarding exper­
ience. 

1965 may be an "off" year to some people, but Voters Service Committees know there 
is much to be done in helping each citizen be an INFORMED VOTER. 

2 



LEAGUE 

Abilene 

Amarillo 
Austin 

Baytown 
Beaumont 
Brownsville 
Corpus Christi 

Corsicana 
Dallas 
Denton 
Dickinson 
Edinburg 
Fort Worth 
Freeport 
Galveston 
Harlingen 

Houston 
Irving 
Lake Jackson 
La Marque 
Longview 

Lubbock 
Midland 

Odessa 
Pasadena 
Richardson 
San Angelo 
San Antonio 
San Marcos 
So. Jefferson County 

Texas City 

Tyler 

Victoria 
Waco 

Wichita Falls 
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1965 POLL TAX ISSUING REPORT 

NO. RECEIPTS 
ISSUED 

No reply received 

No reply received 

3958 
1042 
3061 

5087 
Not permitted to by 

1085 
5760 

415 
1990 
1282 

127 
2196 
6560 
3153 

No reply received 
3050 
2194 
3830 

1500 

Undetermined 

NO. OF 
WORKERS 

42 

18 
86 

25 
Tax-Assessor-Collector 

38 
90 

7 
36 
10 

2 
30 
41 
19 

44 

23 
24 

25 

14 

Not permitted to by Tax-Assessor-Collector 
No reply received 
4714 28 
No reply received 
Undetermined 
No reply received 

6 

Not permitted to by Tax-Aasessor-Collector 
1¼3 9 

2693 

6533 

2570 
4232 

3859 
71,934 

- 2a -

23 

127 

19 
60 

20 
866 

REIMBURSEMENT 

$395.80 

95.90 
153.05 

508.70 

None 
None 
None 
198.70 
128.20 
None 
None 
656.00 
310.50 

None 
None 
357. 90 

None 

385 .oo 

To be received 

52.15 

269.30 

None 

25 7 .oo 
423.20 

330.28 
$4521.68 
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The League and the Legislature 

In recent years legislative activity on state program has been strongly centered 
around the Texas Legislature. As a result there is a strong cycle with a low 
point in the fall of odd-numbered years and a gradual increase in activity that 
reaches a climax in the late spring of the succeeding odd-numbered year. We are 
now reaching such a period of maximum legislative activity. The specific bills 
on which we are taking Legislative Action are listed on a separate sheet called 
Legislatiye Round-Up. 

In preparing this report for the past year it is painfully apparent that virtually 
NO activity can be reported until the interviews and reports made by Local Leagues 
in November following the General Election in 1964. :1ost local Leagues have done 
a good job of communicating with members of the Legislature; some have done very 
well indeed. :'1one are singled out for mention because situations vary so strongly 
one League has been on excellent terms with their long-time representative for 
years; another had an almost entirely new slate of men to meet. On this part of 
our Legislative Action you are constantly improving with increased member partici­
pation and imaginative methods. 

But because this is the only time that a report is made in quite this form. I am 
taking the opportunity to underline the period of inaction from the end of the 
legislative session in June until the elections a year and a half later. A major 
handicap of League Legislative Action is the lack of commitment and urgency on 
the part of both the general public and Lea3ue membership. There is almost al­
ways recognition of the value and eventual necessity of changes advocated by the 
League, but many other more urgent issues (either actually or because public opin­
ion has become aroused) overshadow the projects of the League. Consider the issues 
that are receiving most space in your news and editorial pages this month as an 
example. Our most "popular" issues - Poll Tax Repeal - has gained much of its 
attention from national or non-Texas events. t,1any time the response from local 
Leagues to a Time for Action has be·en best on those bills that we have opposed; 
in these instances a real feeling of emergency has often been part of the total 
context of the Time for /,ction. 

Because, unlike almost all other groups interested in state government activity, 
the League does not become involved in the selection, support, or campaigning of 
candidates, we must rely exclusively on educational methods. In short, we say -­
"This proposal is good because •....•• and it is needed now because ••.••• ". The 
reputation of the League for fairness and thoroughness wins us a hearing, but our 
Program will be adopted only if we can sell it on its own merits. 

tie are not "selling" League Legislative Goals to our communities and our state -­
and frequently we are not sufficiently "sold" ourselves to write a letter or tele­
phone a friend as our part in buildinz the public interest and enthusiasm that is 
generally required to stimulate the passage of a bill through the Legislature. 

In reporting to you that for more than half of the past year there is nothing to re­
port, I am, in effect, reporting that there is need for change. Now while we are 
in the midst of the legislative session itself and you have most contact with 
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actual professionals in state government and politics, may be the best time to 
evaluate the ways to build for the next session. 

I would suggest that much of our problem arises from the nature of Legislative 
Action. It combines the subject matter of the Program portfolios with the 
techniques of the Public Relations and Voter Service portfolios. Because actual 
Legislative contacts are frequently handled by the President and because she is 
often one of the few Board Members with background and perspective wide enough to 
include both phases, the over-worked President frequently functions as the only 
Board member actually responsible for Legislative planning. 

Our experience over the past four years has demonstrated that this cannot produce 
what is needed. It cannot because no one is assigned the responsibility for over­
all and consistent planning to coordinate and utilize the skills an<l knowledge al­
ready available in the local Leagues so that we can bring our study and decision 
to some actual enactment. \\Jill you now, in the Boards you are forming, ulease, 
give serious consideration to re-establishing a Legislative Portfolio. The name 
is less essential than that the area of responsibility be undertaken. 

State government - how it operates in theory and in practice. Do 
our members (and the public) actually understand the way in 
which legislation is developed and enacted? 

League Program goals in terms that emphasize the need for the 
suggested change and the urgency. For ourselves, for the 
public, and for the officials, we must be able to answer -­
Why this and why noiv? 

Specifics of Legislative Action such as interviews, membership 
meetings, public forums, etc. Also developing communication 
channels for effective response to Times for Action. 

You already have the information, the resource material, and the skills to do these 
things under Voter Service, TCR, Election Laws, JS&T, Public Relations, Finance, 
Publications, Membership (especially Orientation), and the other portfolios on 
your Boards. 

We have an excellent map and plenty of power in the engines. Apparently what we 
need is someone to be sure that the right switches are turned on in the right 
order and at the right time, 

Since we are now in a "peak-load" period of Legislative Action on State Program, 
the report for the past three munths is largely unfinished, A summary of the 
bills that we are supporting (or opposing) in the 59th Legislature is included 
as part of this report. 
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LEGISLATIVE ROUND-UP 

CR #1 - Texas Constitutional Revision 

Senate Bill 252 by Blanchard and Schwartz SUPPORT 
Creating the Texas Constitutional Revision Commission 

This bil 1 would establish a 12-rnember commission that would prepare studies and 
recommendations on general as well as specific aspects of revision of the Consti­
tution. 

This bill is scheduled for a committee hearing before the Senate State Affairs 
committee on March 8, 1965. The Le ague wi 11 ap!)ear in support of this bi 11. 

An Information Sheet and a Time for Action regarding Senate consideration of this 
bill has been mailed. 

This bill has not been introduced in the ,iouse of Representatives so that League 
action th~re wi 11 ?ep~1tcl . on the course of SB 252 in tjie Senate. 
I /J L '" ( / > ~ ~ ,fA-..,--rf.u_ . ,(- :f'- 11.,,,.. /I Vt. o.,., 7 

Senate Bill 11 by Patman et al. 
House Bil 1 97 by Cory 
Creating a commission on organization of the Executive branch 

SUPPORT 

This bill would establish a "Little Hoover" commission to study the organization 
of the Executive Branch of the Texas government. 

HB 97 has passed the House of Representatives and like SB 11 has received a favor­
able Senate committee report. It is not yet apparent which version will be brought 
for Senate floor action. 

An Information Sheet has been sent on these bills. 

League support for this measure is already known. Both houses have approved this 
bill in previous sessions. Further LWV action does not seem required to promote 
passage of the bill. 

House Joint Resolution 12 by Cherry 
Senate Joint Resolution 28 by Schwartz 

SUPPORT 

Providing a method for revision of all or part of the Constitution 

This bill would permit the combining of several subjects into one 
voting at an election. This would permit rer.ioval of "deadwood". 
prefer that only one Article could be dealt with in one question • 

...I 

question for 
The League would 

HJR 12 is scheduled for a committee hearing on i,larch 9, 1965; the League will 
appear for the bill. Ho Senate hearing has been scheduled. 
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/1.n Information Sheet hD-s been sent for these bills and a Time for Action for 
HJR 12 in the House. 

House Bill 66 by Parker FOR YOUR INFORM/1.TION ONLY 

The TCR commission bill that was introduced in 1963 has been re-introduced in 
the House. Since the League has worked to develop an improved version, we plan 
to take no action on the bill as introduced. Although we plan to take no action 
on Hil 66 in its present form, this reference is included to clarify any confu- ,A; e.,,, 

sion that might develop if news references mentioned it by title only. ~r 
h ,"" . - I ,- I (/ 

CR #2 - Election LU\'IS 

SUPPORT Senate Joint Resolution 11 by Spears 
House Joint Resolution 13 by Peeler 
House Joint Resolution 27 by Blankenship 
Authorizing poll tax repeal election 

and Stroud 'r d~l J. ~ c.em.-"' "-+ ~~ /'!.,. 

SJR 11 includes a provision concerning military voting residence; the League 
supports the poll tax repeal provision of this resolution. llowever, since 
both HJR 13 and HJR 27 contain poll tax repeal provisions only, these are be-
ing supported in the House in .preference to a resolution parallel to SJR 11 (HJR 35) 

Committee hearings have been ·held on all three of these resolutions. The League 
testified in support of t hem. No committee action has been taken in either the 
House or Senate. 

Information Sheets and Times for Action (in the respective houses) have been sent 
. on th~se r~,soluti~ns. n ..,t_ , 

/;~ t' I~ 1 / ~p fl ~i--~~ ) .../!t-A.,h 11..4 e / v"1> '\..11 /~ /A,,f;,.,,nl,(J'- -,-,,_..,- • 7 • ), ~ 
3 ,. • K-t:,£.t,rc° I t2.t.-))',," > ""f .5/s1~ 434~ I'\, I l,v :;}.e.).t- ,t~ ~jt.:t 

Senate Joint Resolution 5 by Herring 
House Joint Resolution 18 by Peeler 
House Joint Resolution by Quilliam 
Liberalizing residence requirements for voting. 

SUPPORT 

These resolutions would relax the time of residence before becoming eligible to 
vote after moving within the state and in certain elect,ions after moying into / , ~ 
the state. /. .,. --, ~ ' -~ , 2> ,w-i, 

"\ -<.~ fl 
Committee hearing dates for these resolutions have not been announced. 

Information Sheets and an article from the Texas nar Journal have been issued 
on these resolutions. 
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House Bill 526 by Peeler and Cherry 
X-marking the ballot 

SUPPORT 

This bill would provide for a positive system of ballot marking instead of the 
present scratch method. 

The League suppprted th~s bi 11 at the committee hearing on ~1arch 1, 1965 • .,. -f-o/L--trftii;t ,-, r . fl, -z . - r- 1 

An Information Sheet and fime for Action (House) have been issued for this bill. 

Senate Bill 218 by Creighton 
House Bill 460 by Fondren 
Annual Registration System 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

This is the same bill that was adopted last session. There is no essential 
change between this and the present system except that the fee charged is smaller. 

The League is opposed to this bill. However, because the effective date in the 
poll tax repeal resolutions would permit the 60th (1968) Legislature to write 
the enabling legislation, no effort has been undertaken to actively oppose this 
legislation at this time. If action on either of these bills is pushed by the 
sponsors, this decision may be re-evaluated. No other registration proposal has 
been introduced this session. 

House Dill 114 by Johnson of Bexar FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Amending several sections of the Election Code 

Although this bill would provide that all citizens regardless of residence would 
be required to obtain an exemption certificate annually rather than exempting 
some from this requirement, experience indicates that this kind of multi-purpose 
bill is difficult to support since there are also included provisions on which 
the League has no position or even a contrary position. Moreover, the provision 
for uniform requirement concerning exemption certificates has been eliminated 
from such omnibus bills in past sessions and a single bill to this purpose seems 
the only reliable course. Such a bill has not been introduced in this session. 

CA ttl State-Local Relations 

No bill presently introduced falls within the positions that we have adopted 
under this Program Item. In the event that there is any change in this situa­
tion, you will receive information about the bills and suggestions for Action. 
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CA #2 - Judicial Selection and Tenure 

Senate Joint Resolution 10 by Calhoun 
Providing for retirement and removal of appellate and district judges. 

This resolution was introduced at the request of the Directors of the Texas 
Bar Association and a referendum has recently been held to determine the 
support for this by members of the Bar. The League is delaying action un­
til the outcome of this referendum is announced. Since this resolution 
will not be pushed unless there is a favorable vote by the Bar, no League 
action is proposed unless there is approval by the Texas Bar Association. 

Meantime an Information Sheet is being provided. 

National Progrrun 

Senate Bill 31 by Hardeman OPPOSE 
Requiring labelling of imported fresh meat. 

This bill requires the labelling of imported fresh meat sold in retail stores. 
This bill passed the Seante and was referred with other bills (Hi3 58 and 83) 
to a House committee. The League opposed the bill by letters to members of 
the committee. The House of Representatives eliminated the most objection­
able feature which required the posting of a sign. The Senate concurred in 
this change and the bill passed both houses and has been sent to the Governor 
for signature. 1 • "' • 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 24 
Requesting Federal Constitutional Convention to 

consider court action concerning reapportionment. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
PASSED 

This resolution is part of the effort to force a Federal Constitutional Con­
vention by the passage by 2/3s of the states' legislatures of identical reso­
lutions. The resolution passed the Texas Legislature in the first week in 
February with little opposition. 

These bills are being summarized as of March 6th. Changes in status will 
be reported at Council or earlier in special cases if immediate action is 
necessary. 
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THE LEAGUE'S "BEST-SELLER" LIST OF STATE PUBLICATIONS 

State Program 
1) Program Flip Chart 

State-Local Relations / 
2) The County That Is ~ t<> 

3) The County That Could Be /'ef 
4) The County That Is - or is no nore? ~/(, rf 
5) New Faces ~ '° ~ 
6) Making Sense ~ ·to..-; 

Judicial Selection and Tenure 
7) Reprints from Texas Observer q0 

8) Reprints from Legal Periodicals (6) l1tt/­
CR#l - Texas Constitutional Revision 

9) Digest 1964 
CR#2 - Election Laws 

10) Digest 1964 
National Progran 

11) Texas lfater Pollution Control Board Study 
12) Texas PROSPECTS for Education and Employment ~1~~ 

Voters Service 
13) Voter's Guide (May and November elections) !'1b</­
l4) 'Who Me? Go to a Precinct Meeting? I t/1e ii 

{ q b if-&$ (-J/tfoif-3/t/~.:r) 

' - ~ ,l . 1---~oJ.J..-- ,,.r~---r: 3 95:" 
NOTE: The number in parenthesis after each League is the total of standing orders of that League. x::a.o-~ -

In addition, all material published by the state League is sent automatically to local League 
presidents, vice-presidents and publications chairmen. 3S- Y ~,-4 v<- J "' //) 5 

)it, ft,: 'rt dffe,, ,ft,-v A« ,zt.,v,, ~ .,-,;,..,.= ,,_,,_,, ~-f.,_, ti-J ,,,,_,-,. ,__,__ ;-,.u:.':J. 1 ' 
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V,}&t '' LEAGUE ·-. ' ~ ;, ' ' 1 
~ Abilene (9) ~ 100 

Amarillo (11) -</- 150 
Austin (18) ·I/­
Baytown (16) - 'f 100 

n,-t:,.., l3eaumont (12) - t/ 20 
Brownsville (10) 225 
Corpus Christi (12)-;t 200 
Corsicana (7) · - 3 80 

,o~ Dallas (20) ,,.,~ 300 
'7•-t' Denton (8) f3 100 

.n 

L{~ 

111 

Dickinson (13) 
Edinburg (9) 
Fort Worth (13) · 3 
Freeport (8) .t 
Galveston (13) 3 
Harlingen (11) ~ 
Houston (15) _,;. 
Irving (10) -
Lake Jackson (10) 
La Marque (10) 

...,..1; Longview (13) 3 
~5 Lubbock (15) • .3 
t-/'­
~t., 

Midland (13) - </ 
Odessa (11) - if 

Pasadena (7) 
Richardson (10) + 
San Angelo (5) _g 

a.;,,.,..,,jkllr' San Antonio (14) 
San Marcos (13) 
s .. Jcffcrson Cy.(9) -?. 
Texas City (7) 

~1 Tyler (8) 
Victoria (12) ~ 
Waco (14) 

~~ Wichita Falls (9) I 
Totals ~ '~ 
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50 
50 
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75 
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45 

12 
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150 
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2 
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11 
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20 
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20 
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so 
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25 
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141 

20 
31 

387 
30 
20 
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20 
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so 
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25 

35 
5 
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20 
31 
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30 
20 
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4 
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20 

36-0* 
20 
10 
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80 
25 

35 
5 
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20 
31 
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30 
20 
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so 
25 
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5 

20 

15 

6 
48 
20 

6 

10 
7 

10 
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34 

15 

10 

7 

84 

52 

10 

60 410 146 

8 

60 

9 
I 

252 10 

20 
120 

so 
30 

2 

so 

90 

15 

432 268 

Many other separate publications were ordered by and sent to local 
this chart are the "best sellers" of this year's new publications. 

10 
1 

10 

30 
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20 

52 

ll 
40 
40 
95 
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20 

so 
25 
86 
42 

25 

200 
75 
25 

25 
130 
150 

65 
38 
10 
10 
10 

30 

I , .,_ 

i,4. 
12 f'.('f .,J 13 

+it.lc:2250 
so !,<; 6000 

~ 80 :to 11000 
14000 

25 /5" 7500 
4000 
7000 

25 ~ 5000 
250 {O'O 45000 

,o 2000 
30 6 f.20C~000 
10 1:.: .f 1250 

100 /;/.. !> "' 25000 
25 10 6000 
6 1-,..f 3500 

225 
~3 77 SS'· 

25 
~ 

4000 
55000 
"5500 
3150 
4000 
6000 

so 31 8000 
100 JC' ,, 20750 
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30 

15000 
1200 

500 
300 

"' 30010 
3000 
5000 
6000 
2000 

8 5000 
4 I Ir 10000 

50 t.S~ lt.~c.5000 
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Leagues in varying amounts. These 
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1000 
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100 

3000 
2000 
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1000 
1050 
1000 

200 

1000 
2000 

200 

500 
1000 
1000 
1000 

100 
3000 

30 

300 
500 
500 
250 

24230 
,,. ? ? ~,. 

included on 

Grand total of above sales is 372,382 which means that state office processed at least 397,000 pieces of material 
from April 1, 1964 to March 1, 1965, date of this report •.•• standing orders are not included in these totals, for 
instance. / e _/ ,, 
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