THE GARACAL?

ApoucH the caracal refembles the Iynx in
fize, figure, afpedt, and the pencil of bla
hair on the tips of the cars, we are of opinion,
from the difparities between thefe two animals,
that they belong to different fjeci

aracal is not fpotted like the lynx; his hair is
sougher and fhorter; his tail is longer, and

of a uniform colour his muzzle is alfo more
Jengthened 3 his afpect is lefs mild, and his dif-
pofition. mor 5. The lynx inhabits
cold or temperate climates only; but the cara-

el is never found except in warm countrics. It
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is from thefe differences of difpofition and cff

ate that we have referred them to differen
s from the infpe@ion and come
parifon of the two animals, both of which we
have examined and drawn from the life.

This animal is common in Barbary, in A
bia, and in all the countries inhabited by the
lion, the panther, and the ounce.  Like them,
he lives on prey ; but, being finaller and weaker,
it is with difficulty he procures fubfiflence; for
He is generally abliged to be contented with what

fpecies, as well

they leave. He keeps at a diftance from the
panther, becaufe that animal exercifes its cruele
ties after being fully gorged with prey.  Buthe
follows the lion, which, after a full repat, never
injures any creature. The caracal feafls upon
the offils of the lion's table, fometimes
follows, or goes before him, at 1o great dit
tance, having nothing to apprehend from his
rage; becaufe he is unable, like the panther, to
purfue the caracal to the tops of the talleft trecs,
For all thefe reafons the caracal has been called
the lion's guide or provider *. The ltter, whofe
fmell is not acute, employs the former to fcent

animals
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auimals at a diftance, and rewards hith with a
part of the fpoil ®. g

The caracal is about the fize of a fox, but
much fironger and more ferocious.  Hle has been
Known to attack and inflantly. tear to picces
middle-fized dog, which defended itfelf as long

s it was able. He is extremely difficult to
tame. However, when taken young, and r

with care, he may be

s tothe l, bis
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ployment of which he is naturally fond, agg
in which he is very fuiccefiful, cfpecially f o
is ngver let loofe upon any animal that is ot hiy
inferior in firength; for he Tofés courage, g
foon as he perceives real danger. In India, ho
is employed for catching hares, rabbits, and evey
large birds, whom he furprifes ‘and feizes wify
fingular addrefs.

SUPPLEMENT,

I Mentioned under the article coracal, that the
word gat el-challab fignificd the black cared egty
Mr. Bruce affures me that it means e cat of fhs
defert. In that part of Nubia formerly called
the i/l of Merve, he faw a caracal which differed
in fome refpects from that of Barbary, of which
we have given a figure. The face of the Nue
bian caracal is rounder, the ears black on the
outfide, but interfperfed with filver-coloured
hairs.  He has the mule-crofs on his withers,
like moft of the Barbary ‘caracals.  On the
breat, belly, and infide of the thighs, there are
fmall bright yellow fpots, and not blackifh brown,
as in the Barbary caracal. Thefe are only flight
varieties, the number of which might be fill
augmented ; for we find in Barbary, or rather
in Lybia, near the ancient Capfa, a caracal with
white, inftead of black cars. The pencils of
thefe white-eared caracals are thin, fhort, and

black,

Plate CXXVL,

—
=" ALt

CARACAL,







THE CARACAL: 215
black. They have a white tail, the extremity
of which is furrounded with four black rings,
and four black patches on the hind part of each
leg, like the Nubian caracal. They are alfo
fmaller than the other caracals, not exceeding
the fize of a domeftic cat. The ears are white
within, and covered on the outide with buthy
hair, of a lively red colour®. ~ If this difference
in fize were conftant, it might be alledged, that
there are two fpecies of caracals in Barbary, the
one large with black ears and long pencils; the
other fmaller, with white ears and very fhort
pencils. It appears likewife, that thefe animals,
which differ fo greatly in their cars, are equally
diyerfified in the form and length of the tail, as
wellas in the height of thelegs; for Mr. Edwards
as fent s the figure of a caracal from Bengal,
whofe tail and limbs are vaRly longer than thofc
of the common kind.

* Note communicated by Mr. Bruce to M. de Bufion.
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