The DORMOUSE, or SLEEPER *:

an dormoue is_the leaft ugly of all the
It has brilliant cyes, and a bufhy

tail, which is rather fair than red. It never lives
in houfes, and feldom in gardens; bur, like the
fat fquirrel, frequents the woods, and dwells in
The fpeaits is by no

means fo numerous as that of the garden fquirrel.
The dormoufe is always found alone in its hole;
and there is a confiderable difficulty in procuring
{pecimens of them, = It appears, however, that
they are pretty frequent in Italy, and that they
exift in northern climates ; for Linnzus men-
tions them in his lift of Swedifh animals . But
they feem not to inhabit Britain; for Mr. Ray f,
who had feen them in Italy, fays, that the ittle
Jlecping rat of England is not red on the back,
like that of Italy, and that perhaps it is a different
fpecies. In France, it is the fame as in Italy, and
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THE DORMOUSE, & g

s very well deferibed by Aldrovandus *, But he
sells 03, that there are two fpecies in Ttaly; the
one is rare, and has the fmell of mufk ; the
other is common, and has no'particular odour ;
and that, at Bologna, they are both called dor-
mice, becaufe of thir refemblance in figure and
fize. 'We know only the fecond of thefe fpecies ;
for ‘our dormoufe hds no fmell, either good or
bad.  Tike the garden Quirrel, it wants the fatty
follicles which inveft the inteftines of the Gt
fquirrel, never becomes fo fat, and, though its
flefh has no difagreeable  odour, it makes not
good cating.

Like the fat and garden fquirrels, the dormoufe
rolls itfelf up and fleeps in winter, revives in
mild weather, and amaffes nuts and dry fruits.
It makes its neft upon trees, like the common
fquirrel, butgenerallylower, between the branches
of hazels, or bruthwood.  The neft, which cone
fifts of interwoven herbs, is about fix inches dia=
meter, and is open above only. I have been af-
fured by many countrymen, that they have found
thefe nefts in cur woods, and in hedges; that
they are furrounded with mofs and leaves; and
that, in each neft, there were three or four young,
When they grow large, they abandon the nefts,
and harbour in the hollows or under the trunks
of old trees, where they repofe, amafs provifions,
and fleep during the winter.

* Aldrovand. Hift, Quad. Digit. p. 4405
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