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E. A. CALVIN T. H. LAYMAN T. A. PINKERTON E. E. WRIGHT S. H. CATER C. G. HERING
HOUSTON, TEXAS GOLDEN, TEXAS TYLER, TEXAS ESTELLINE, TEXAS TEMPLE, TEXAS MCGREGOR, TEXAS

NATIONAL NONPARTISAN LEAGUE

TEXAS BRANCH

M. S. GOODYEAR P, 0. BOX 1442, WACO, TEXAS J, P. CRAIG
202 CAMERCN BUILDING GENERAL ORGANIZER

STATE SECRETARY AND MANAGER
May 16th, 1918,

Mra. T, A, Hickey,
Brandenburg, Texas.

Dear Mrs. Hickey:

3 Fnelosed 1etter'was forwarded to you at the

requeat of T, A, I am sorry that on account eof all the troubles
here in Texas, Gllbert thought it best to lay off Hickey for a

while, but you will see that they can't keep him down. I am sure,
however, that he will be employed again. MNMr. Hieckey also instructed
us to send you his $150.00 salary check. We expected this the Ffirst
week in May but it has not arrived yet, along with the other salary
checks for the state. As soon as it comes, we will forward it to you.

Everything is beginning to look better in the
state so far as the League 1s concernced. The Wood county troubles
are only helping us and when the final show-down comes, they wll help
us more than anything that has ever happened in the South, to rum
these gang politicians out of business.

I have not yet jolned the army but expect that
I will have everything in shape to enlist the end of this week.

You remember tbathbogk "3!'Accuse" that your mother
gave to us in 1914, it was very'liL%Pwritten by Liebknechtz Well,
that book has had about ag mueh to with changlng my mind about
this war business as anything that was ever written, Wpcluding the
other developments aboutRussia, Another thing that has helped my
mind-is the growth of the Nonpartisan League,as wWell as the general
trend toward democracy in this nation, has convinced me after all,
that it is beginning to be a nation worth fighting for. By the way,
the recent Federal indictments of the Copper Trust crowd in Bisbee,
for deportlng all those miners, is another sign as is also the
Presidznt's interference in the loony case,

With regards to the mother, sister, Fred and
yourself,

Your frisad,

ERM: LM
Enc.
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Apr. 27th, 1918,

Mr, T, A, Hickey,
e¢/o C. R. Smith, route 3,
El campo, Texas,

Dear T, A

Your explanation as to the Austin matter
received. I shall accept same without further comment. It
is evident that you did not go into the Adjutant General's
office, but he must have heard from Looney that ycu were
representing the N, N, P, L, These politlicians are crooks
in heart regardless of how friendly they appear to be.

: Pleased to note that you have succeeded
so far in drawing the dragon's teeth in Wharton County, though
you have not yet heard from the county seat gang. However,
my personal experience with the E1l Campe country has always
been favorable, I could always get a cerowd in that town in the
Socialist days, and the merchant element 1s singularly broad-
minded. It 1is certainly different from the situation in East
Texag, a8 you would have found out,to your sorrow, if you had
tried your hand there.

Now then, I have an unpleasant duty to perform,
Recelived a letter today from Jos., Gilbert, manager organization
department, from which I quote this passage: :

"Now in regard to Hickey. He must be given to
understand that circumstances will not permit of
him being longer employed by this organization.
This is definite and final, as lir. Hickey will be
doing neither the organization nor himself any good
by continuing . Be sure and have this matter
promptly attended to.,"

I don't know all the motivesof Gilbert in
writing this, but I presumethe main motive is the peculiar
condition that we now face both as to our opposgition and as to
your own personality. Perhsps he is also doubiful about you
because of some things that mhst have happened up in Minnesota.
This would terminate your employment beginning with the first
day of May, and you may gulde yourself accordingly. However,

{f you feel that things are absolutely safe in the field where
you are now at work, what is the matter with an arrangement like

this?
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Let ¢. R, Smith become an organizer on the
regular commission of 27%, then you drive him around and
use the League car and split commissions with him. He to be
the organizer and you merely his driver,6fficially speaking,
Of course all expense will have to be met by you and Smith,

The delegation of leading farmers will shortly
go to Washington to insist on action regarding the interference
with League organizers in this state, and from what I learn from
the National Office, it is likely thet we shall get such action.
In that case, it will be safe for most anybody to organize in
Texas most anywhere, and then we can see further about your
status,

I am writing to the National Office to inquire
the reasons for this order, and if they will give them to me
I will let you know what they are for your future guidance. I
am afraid T, A, you did something up there that got you in wrong
with the headquarters.

I am now making arrangements to enlist in the
army here, and will likely be stationed at Waco. Any letter
addressed to me care of Box 1442 will reach me. I will remain
manager until I enlist, vhich may be within the next week or 10
days, depending on developments. I am certainly sorry that I have
to write this letter to you; it 1s one of the most unpleasant
duties I have had to perform in many a day.

LM Your friend,
NATIONAL NONPARTISAN LEAGUE.

BY::

ERM: LM

P. S.

I enclose application blanks for orcanizep's position and for
bond also contract, that Smith canflll out and sign if he wants

to go to work under the above or any other arrangement., Of course
if he does not work with you, but by himself, we shall have to
gell the car to him on installments of about $40.00 a month; first
payment to be made about June 1st.

E. R, M,
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THE NATIONAL NONPARTISAN LEAGUE

TEXAS BRANCH

NOTE.—The management and work of organization shall be carried on by and under the supervision of the
State Committee. No agent or organizer is authorized to make representations in conflict, or that do not conform
with the purposes and agreements of the Nonpartisan League as herein expressed. Members of this organization

shall not be liable for more than the membBership fee.

REFERENCES

COL. F. P. HOLLAND

Pub. Farm and Ranch and
Hollands Magazine
Dallas, Texas.

it

J. W, CANADA
Pub. Southland Farmer
Houston, Texas

P—

T. H. LAYMAN

Farmer and Writer of Farm
Topics
Golden, Texas
(Wood Co.)

o

JUDGE B. H. TEMPLE

Yoakum, Texas
(DeWitt Co.)

]

JUDGE E. O. MEITZEN

Hallettsville, Texas
(Lavaca. Co.)

it

REV. G. A. LAMBRETH
Pampa, Texas
(Gray Co.)

—

J. G. GANTZ
Pampa, Texas
(Gray Co.)

from—

E. E. WRIGHT
Hstelline, Texas
(Hall Co.)

[rra—

L. C. PAYNE
Estelline, Texas
(Hall Co.)

ot

E. A. CALVIN
BEx-Pres. National Farmers’
Union
Houston, Texas

TOM PINKERTON
Tyler, R. 7, Texas

—

M. M. OFFUTT

Formerly with Federal Ru-
ral Uplift Work
Tyler, Texas

Program

This program sets forth some of the more important demands and needs
of the farmers. The primary purpose of this Leagueis to take the govern-
ment out of the hands of Special Privilege and restore it to the people who
may then enact into law all or whatever part of this program appears in their
judgment for the common good.

1. Exemption of Farm Improvements and
and Equipments from Taxation and Taxing Unde-
veloped Lands at Least as High as Developed
Lands of the same class.

2. Reduction of interest rates through Ru-
ral Credit Banks operated at cost and through
other legislation.

3. State Storm and Fire Insurance at Cost.

4. Cotton Compresses, 01l and Textile
Mills, Terminal Cotton WarehoUses and Grain
Elevators, Flour and Rice Mills, Stock Yards,
Packing Plants, Creameries.

5. State Inspection of Dockage, Weighing
and grading of Grain, Wool and Cotton.

6. A Workable Initiative Referendum and Re-
call; Provision abolishing the Poll Tax Quali—
fication for Voters.

Texas Farmers lose MILLIONS OF DOLLARS each
year.

We can save as much of this as our Organi-—
zation COMPELS UNNEGCESSARY MIDDLEMEN TO GIVE

UP——THE STRONGER WE ORGANIZE THE MORE WE CAN

KEEP.

Therefore, we, the undersigned, to secure
the enactment of such legislation, each pledge
ourselves to aid and support the work of organ—
ization by paying a membership fee of $16.00.
This sum to iInclude cost of organization, sub-—
scription to the Nonpartisan Leader (official
paper of the Nonpartisan Political League) for
two yvears, and membership Iin the League to *
December 1, 1920.

It is understood and agreed: That the mem—
bers of this League will use their best en—
deavors to secure the nomination and election
of men to office within the state who, by the
investigation of this League, are found to ap—
prove legislation necessary for the purposes
above expressed.

REFERENCES

H. N. DOUGLAS

Quitman, Texas
(Wood Co.)

Sty

J. W. BIARD

Farm Lecturer
Paris, Texas

(=

H. N. LAWRENCE
Mineola, R. F. D., Texas

F. €. MURRAY

Quail, Texas
(Collingsworth Co.)

[l

REV. T. P. WILLINGHAM

Quail, Texas

H. J. GLASS
Kerens, Texas
(Nawvarro Co.)

—n

C. L. KIRKPATRICK
Sweetwater, Texas
(Nolan Co.)

r—

JOHN CHESSHER

Mullin, Texas
(Mills Co.)

R—a

"A. C. BEAM
Troupe, R. 4, Texas
(Cherokee Co.)

J. M. CASTELL
Overton, Texas
(Rusk Co.)

W. D. GRIFFITH
Lockney, Texas
(Floyd Co.)

H. J. GUYER
Sec. Pecan Valley Distriect
=R rands CirsE:
Brownwood, Texas

Hmmmet)

LOUIS GARMS
Pres. Pecan Valley District
F. BE. and C
Bangs, Texas
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L‘Ir.T voHiney-,

Rule Texas.

Dear Sir and Comrade.
Your printed letter with Post Script enclosed reached me this morn.
I am sorry to say under the present exorbanitant high prices of every

thing we have to buy and the daily demands for finance to fight the
beast it ig imposible to contribute to your cause at this time.

I must say I admire your courage but pity your judgment under the
present conditions.

Being A full blood Irishman and posibly and ardent believer 1n the

sainted Patrick you have conceived the idee that you are the 2nd Pat
raised up to destroy the frogs of this day and age especlally of Texas.
You will find out if you live long enough that it wi;l take all the

frogs you spoke of in your post script not oniy of Texas but the U.S.A.
to make noise enough for the next presidential term to keep the
Democratic party in power again. The campaine slogen "He kept us out of

war' gnd as soon as he teken his second term, plunged us into one of the
bloodiest carnages in the analls of history is meking more advocates for
our csuse faster than 10,000 Reballs could coneciove of.

It mekes little difference what you or I believe or think, the fact of #
the matter is it does not change the planns of the builder and carpenter

of nasareth, Aman with the least degree of allowance in spiritualvision
that has studied ancient history and profetic visions that can seé an
inch before his nose has only to sit down and watch the Glory of the Lord.

The demons of hell are making their last stand on earth, the mountains
are falling daily in the East, the valleys are belng exalted, the dry

bones of the valleys of sharon are taking on new life. Our csuse we so

mich admire and have fought and suffered for so long is just beginning
to break the Day of peace on earth, good will to Man and when the war
is over, all powers in hell and Earth will not be able to stemm the tide
for equal right§g Jugstice and Brotherly love and a complete rule of the
comon people in every civilized nation on FEarth.

My adviee to you is stay out of jail or the Penn., You cannot be of no
use to your self, your cause or fellow man digging caeal in Lansing.
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NATIONAL NONPARTISAN LEAGUE

A, C. TOWNLEY, President
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA J‘aly 11th g 1918.

Mr., Tom Hickey,
Brandenburg, Texas.

Dear Tom,-

I was awfully glad to get your letter, and awfully
sorry to hear that the drought and some of the other forces
were so hot on your trail. You are bucking & hard campsign,
and 2 men with less spirit than yourself might be ineclined to
be discouraged.

The matter of which you speak is now in the hands of
Mr. Liggett. He is out of towm for a couple of days, but I will
turn your letter over to him just as soon as he comes back, with
all the gilt edged recommendations I ean think of. Mr. Meifzen
has been speaking to . me about the matter. I do not know whether
he has seen lr, Liggett yet or not. He was tryi?g to connect
up with them but they both went out of towmn and do not know
whether he managed to have an interview shd present your case
ez _not. o~

Mr, Liggett is out today organizing a psper. He
organized one Saturday, and I think there will be several more.
After a paper is "organized" it sometimes tekes some time to
sell the stock before the paper is ready for operation, while
sometimes it goes off like hot cekes. I will put your eese up
to him amd I think yow will hear from him in a few days.

We have often spoken about you and wondered how you
were getting along. Occasionly we would hear from some fel low
who had been in Texss, & word or two about ycu, but that was all.
We were all glad to hear that the case against you wes dropped
for that lifted one load. I can see that the Nonpertisan
Leegue in Texas needs a department with & rain-meker at the heed.
I would nsme you for the position if you had just a little more
practice in praying.

Boping that everything will turn out all fight end that
I will see you soon,

Yours very truly, y {7 -
h ' i & P
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT

THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS
THE DALLAS EVENING JOURNAL
THE GALVESTON DAILY NEWS

/

S SEMIWEEKLY FARM NEWS
TON SEMIWEEKLY FARM NEWS
MANAC AND STATE INDUSTRIAL GUIDE

H=J

DAL THRAS,  Sept, 215,191,

Mrg., Tom Hickey,
Brandenbur g,Texas,

Degr Stxvan:

Replying to yours of the 13th, inst, (whitten
by Mrs. Hickey) beg to say that last January we received a
money order for $2,50 #97016 payable to yuur order, the name of
the remitter being Pat Hughes, the office where it was issued being
Rosebud, but zs this was sent us by mistake we reiturned 4T at once
to Mrs, Lucy II. Tucker, Rt,5, Rosebud, asking her to take it back
to the postmaster who had evidently given it to her by mistake,

We presume that ydu musti have received that money order sometinme
ago,

We are now writing Mre. Tucker to asgk what dis-
nosition she wishes made of the money order for $1,00, which she
sent to you and which should have becn gent to us long ago, We
thank you for forwarding it, however, at this time,

Yours fer The Fourth Liberty TLoan

THE DALLAS NEWS

B}
e L

LEND AS THEY FIGHT - - - BUY TO YOUR UTMOST.
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