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December 20th, 1927.

Cs M. Cree, Esq.,
Carrizozo,
New lMexico.

Dear Mr. Cree:

You will regall my £filing a petition in the
General Land Office for a quit claim deed on the SEZ of Sec.
T8 PN W W Sv-By M Celifornis, “aonterrmingy 160
gares, upder the agt of Septemher 228, 1922,

Yesterday, I received by registered msil
an official letter from the Assistant Commissioner of the
Gerieral Land Office, rejecting our application for quit
claim deed, end putting it upon the ground that the land
involved has been sppropriated to publie use, other than
to general forestry purposes. I am sending to you herewith
a copy of this official letter, which speaks for itself.
You will see that they claim that a portion of this area
is being used for a publiec camping ground and that the
Los Angeles County Flood Control District is building =2 dam
in Big Dalton Canyon which is located on this quarter
section, and that the reservoir will undoubtedly flood a
considerable portion of this area when completed.

You will also note from the letter that we are
allowed thirty days from the receipt of this letter, within
whiech to appeal to the Secretary of the Interior. It
strikes me that this public use is perhaps something that
has been insugursated there since the passage of the act
under wbich we c¢laim, snd 8lso sirice the time when you
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be successfully prosecuted on this theory, if the land in
question is of sufficient value to warrant the outlay of
sn appeal. Some one, who understands the matter, ought to
go and inspect this land and determine whether or not fur-
ther experise should be ineurred. I am wondering whether
you would like to do this, yourself, or whether you would
like to have me send some one there to make the inspeetion.
It would cost sbout $150.00 to send a competent man out
there to do this. I heve a man in mind here, who was once
an offieisl in the locel lLand Qffice, who is willing te g0
if that amount of money is provided. However, if you wish
10 go, yourgelf,K it ig perfec¢tliy all right with me, You
should take the copy of the letter enclosed with you, and
go to the map or the United States Land Office there, and
Tind the location of the lsnd, and then geo and logk it
over, and take such further steps as you deem wise, in
determining the valwe of the land and just what use is being
made of it for the purposes mentioned in this letter. This
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should be done at once, if we are going ahead with the matter,
because 1t will take & little time to “et up the appeal and tke
specifications of error, as well as a brief in support of the

I would like also to call your attention to
the faet that I have devoted a good deal of time and labor to
this matter so fer, and would sppreciate it if you would send
me $100.00, on account if you can spare it at this time.

Ylndly let me have your immediate attention to

this matter, and ovlige,

Very truly yours,
HAH/ERH

mnel., < Y
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