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THE COUGUAR®*,

HE couguar is as long, but not fo thick, as

the jaguar ; his legs are alfo longer, and
he has more the fhape of a greyhound. His
head is fmall, his tail long, and his hair of nearly
2 uniform colour, being of a lively red, mixed
with a litde tin@ure of black, efpecially on the
back. He has no fpots like thofe of the tiger,
the leopard, the ounce, and the panther. His
chin, throat, and all the inferior parts of his
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body, are whitifh. Though weaker, he is equally
ferocious, and, perhaps, more cruel than the ja-
guar. Hle appears to be ftill more rapacious ;
For he devours his prey without tearing it in
picces. As foon as e feizes an animal, he kill
and eats it fucceffively, and never quitsit
ll he is fully gorged.
Thefe animals arc very common in Guianz.
Great numbers of them were
from the Continent to the illand of
in order to devour the flocks. They

ormerly feen
fwimming
Cayenne
were, at firl a great fcourge to the colonys but,
by hunting and deftroying them, they have gra-
dually retited t0 a diftance from the more culti=
vated parts of the country. They are found in
Brafil, Paraguay, and the Amazon country; and
it is probable, that the animal mentioned by
Some travellers, under the name of acoromef, is
with the couguar, as well as the Iro-
which has been regarded 2

tiger,

the fam
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tigerythough heis ncither (potted like the panther,
sor marked with long bands like the tiger.

The couguars, by the lightnes of their body,
and the length of their limbs, fhould be more
fiifiy and climb trees with greater facility, than
the jaguar.  When gorged with prey, they are
both equally indelent and cowardly. ~ They fel-
dom attack men, unlefs they find them fleeping.
When men pafs the night in the woods, the
Kindling a fire s fufficient to prevent the ap-
proach of thefe animals *. They delight in the
fhades of large forefts. They conceal themfelves
in the thickets, or cven in a bufhy tree, from
which they dart upon animals as they pafs.
Though they live on prey only, and drink blood
oftener than water, their flefh is faid to be

very good. Pifo fays, that it is as good as
1

veal t, and others compire it to mutton]
can hatdly believe that the fleth of this animal
lly as Defmarchais affirms [, that

m, itis and their fkine make excellent

ks of the Oroonoko in Guiana,
midate the tigers, who never

Oreroque, pa
quod aliquis putet 3 Barbaris

liz enim que
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the fkin is the only part of him which is valys
able, &nd that his flefh is generally lean, and of
a difagrecable flavour.

U P P E By MuiE- Nl

IN the original work, we gave the figure of
a male couguar, and we now add that of the
female, which we had an opportunity of draw-
ing a few years ago.

The COUGUAR of PENNSYLVANIA,

The jaguar, as well as the couguar, inhabits
the warmeft regions of South America. But
there is another fpecics of couguar (of which we
have given a figure) found in the temperate cli-

of North America, as on the mountains of
Carolina, Georgia, Pennfylvania, and theadjacent
provinces. 'The drawing of this couguar was
me from England by the late Mr. Colinfon,
with the following defeription: If it is exa,
this couguar muft differ greatly from the com-

uar of Pennfylvania,’ fays Mr. Co-
s much from the couguar of C

deferibed). Hlis limbs are fhorter,
i
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¢ his body much longer, and his tail is alfo theee
« or fourinches longer.  But, in the colour of the
¢ hair, and the form of the head and cars, they
« have a perfect refemblance to each other. The
couguar of Pennfylvania,” adds Mr. Colinfon,
san animal remarkable for thinnefs and length
of body, fhortnefs of legs, and length of tail.

The length of the body, from the muzzle to the

anus, is five feet four inches; and that of the

il is two feet fix inches. The fore-legs are

one foot long, and the hind legs one foot three

inches, The height of the body before is one

foot nine inches, and onefoot ten inches behind.
¢ The circumference of the thickeft part of the
¢ body s two feet three inches ¥,

Mr. Edwards, who, for fkillin the art of draw-
ing, and knowledge of natural hiftory, merits
the applaufes of all lovers of feience, fent me
fome engravings, which correfponded with the
drawing communicated by Mr. Colinfon.

The BLACK COUGUAR.

. de la Borpe, Kin
yenue, informs me, that in the Continent there
are three fpecies of rapacious animals; that the
firl is the jaguar, which is called the #iger ; that

+ M. Colinfon’s letter to M. d
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the fecond is the couguar, called the red siger
on account of the uniform rednefs of his b,
ehat the jagua i of the fize of a arge bull-dog,
and weighs abowt 200 pounds ;. that the cougugs
is fmaller, lefs dangerous, and not fo frequent iy
the neighbourhoad of Cayenne s the jaguars
!lm{ both thefe animals take fix years in ac-
full growth. adds, that there
s a third [p(cicu in thefe countries, called the
Hack tiger, of whi n a figure
under the appellation of the dlack couguar,
¢ The head,’ fays M. de la Borde,
¢ Gimilar to that of the common couguar
¢ animal has long black hair, and likewife a long
¢ tail, and firong whi

He weighs' not
« above forty pound

The female brings forth

¢ her young in the hollows of old tree:

esiption we fhal add ¢
which s more accurate, though fome
commuicatd by M. el
2 w, i Bty ered

dutey colow
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This black cbuguar may be the fame animal
which Pifo and Marcgrave call the jaguarete, ot
opuar with Black bair, and which no.other
aveller has mentioned under the name of
Jaguarette. L only find, in a note of M. Sonini
1z Manoncour, that the jaguarette is called the
Wack iger at Cayenne, and.that he is of a dif-
ies from the jaguar, being finaller,
and thinner in the body. ~ This animal is ferce
and rapacious 3 but he is very rare in the neigh-
bourhood of Cayenne.
¢ The jaguars and couguars, continues M. de
1a Borde, ¢ are very common in all the lands
¢ which border on the river of the Amazons, as
far as Saint Martha. Their fkin s fo tender as
10 be cafily pierced by the fimple arrows of
the Indians. Befides, all thefe animals are not
abfolutely fond of carnage; for a fingle prey
dlways fatisfies them. They go generally
alone; but, when the females are in feafon,
fometimes two or three of them are feen
together.
¢ When prc[]cd with hunger, they attack cows
and oxen. They fpring upon the back of an
ox, fix the claws of their left foot upon his
neck, and, when he falls down, they tear him
in pieces; and, after opening his breaft and
belly to glut themfelves with blood, they trail
portions of his flefh into the wood. They
then cover the remainder of the carcafe with
¢ braniches of trees, and remove not to any great
¢ diftance.
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« diftance.  But, whenever the flefl begins 1o
corrupt, they eat no more of it. Somefimes
they conceal themfelves in trees, and darg
down upon paffing animals. They likewife
follow the flocks of wild hogs, and feize the
ftragglers.  But, if ever they allow themfelyes
to be furrounded by thefe animals, they have
no fafety except in a precipitate retreat.
¢ But, neither the jaguars nor couguars arc
abfolutely ferocious: They never attack men,
unlefs when they feel themfelves wounded,
But they defpife the affaults of dogs, which they
often feize in the neighbourhood of houfes,
When purfued by fuch a number of dogs as ob-
liges them to fly, they take refuge in the trees.
Thefe animals often roam about the margins of
the fea, and eat the eggs depofited there by the
turtles.  They likewife eat caimans, or alliga-
tors, lizards, fithes, and fometimes the budsand
tender leaves of the Indian fig. They are ex-
cellent fivimmers, and traverfe the largeft rivers.
In taking the caiman, they lie down on their
belly at the edge of the river, firike the water
to make a noile, and attrat the attention of
the caiman, who foon approaches, and raifes
his head above the water, upon which the

jaguar inftantly makes his deadly fpring, and,
after killing the animal, drags him off toa dif-
ance, in order to devour him at leifure.
¢ The Indians fay, that the jaguars decoy th

agouti by counterfeiting his cry.
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¢ fid, that they attra@ the caiman by a cry
¢ fimilar to that of a young dog, or like that of
¢ 3 man who coughs, which is fill more diffi-
< cult to believe:

© When thefe animals are in feafon, they fet
¢ up dreadful roarings, which are heard at great
¢ diftances. ‘They commonly bring forth buone
¢ atatime, which they depofit in the large trunks
¢ of corrupted trees. At Cayenne, they eat the
¢ fieth of thefc animals, which, when young, is
¢ ag white as that of a rabbit¥.”

The couguar, when brought into captivity, is
almoft equally. gentle as the other domellic
animals.

© T have feen; fays the author of Les Recher-
ches Jur les Americains, ¢ a living couguar at the
¢ houfe of Ducos, a keeper of wild beafts; he was
¢ as peaceable as a dog, and of greater fize than
 the largeft kind of dogs. He flands high on his

legs, which renders him nimble and alert. His

< very large, and conical.  He
farmed nor muzzled; and he was
condu@ed by a leath.—He allowed himfelf to
be careffed with the hand. I have fecn boys
mount him, and ride aftraddle on his back.

The name of the paltroon tiger has been given

to him with propriety .’

om M. de Ia Borde to M. de
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