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MY FATHER, JAMES PRATT

By May P r a t t  S te p h en s

Jam es P r a t t  w as b o m  on A ugust 1, 1859 in  B u c k in g h a m sh ire , Lee Common, E n g lan d . H is f a t h e r  
w as an a t te n d a n t  a t  th e  R o y a l P a la c e  and Jam es P r a t t  o f te n  saw  Queen V ic to r ia , whom he  a d ­
m ired  and lo v e d  v e r y  m uch. He a ls o  p la y e d  w ith  young K a is e r  W ilhelm , a g ran d so n  o f  th e  
Q ueen. Many t im e s  h e  re m a rk e d  t h a t  he  (W ilhelm ) was th e  m eanest l i t t l e  d e v i l  he e v e r  saw ! 
Jam es P r a t t  h a d  an u n c le  who w as an E n g lish  G e n e ra l d u r in g  th e  B o e r 's  w ar and saw him  and h is  
s o ld i e r s  a r r i v in g  in  t h e i r  s h ip s  in  L ondon .A t th e  e a r ly  age o f  n in e , he  ra n  aw ay from  hom e and 
becam e a  c a b in  boy  on a  s h ip ,  l iv in g  on th e  se a  f o r  many y e a r s  and s a i l in g to  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n tr ie s  
S w itz e r la n d  b e in g  th e  m ost b e a u t i fu l  o f  a l l .  He w e a th e re d  many s to rm s  a t  s e a ,  b u t  n e v e r  was 
s h ip w re c k e d .  He s p o k e  o f te n  o f  th e  b e a u t i fu l  s u n s e ts  a t  s e a .  T h is  w as a v e ry  rugged  l i f e  f o r  
a young b o y , b u t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ere  g r e a t  f a c to r s  f o r  th e  fu tu re  a h e a d .

At th e  age o f  s ix te e n ,  he  cam e to  th e  U. S. A ., tak ing  
jo b s  h e re  and t h e r e  and f in a l ly  becam e in v o lv e d  in  do ing  
c o n s tru c tio n  w o rk . At th e  age o f  tw e n ty - s ix  be  becam e a 
U. S. C it iz e n , o b ta in in g  h i s  c i t iz e n s h ip  p a p e r s  a t  P r e s i d ­
io ,  T ex as on A ugust 26, 1885. In t h i s  ru g g es  c o u n try , he  
h e lp e d  b u i ld  th e  S o u th ern  P a c if ic  R a ilro a d  in  th e  l a t e  
1 8 7 0 's .  At t h a t  tim e  in  b u i ld in g  r a i l r o a d s ,  th e y  u se d  m ost 
ly  C h in ese  and  M exican l a b o r .  He s a id  th e  C h in ese  w ere  
h a rd  w o rk e rs  and d e p e n d a b le .  He was ro b b e d  many t im e s  
and once a  b an d  o f  M exican b a n d its  t r i e d  to  ro b  th e m . He 
and som e o fh is  men f le d  on h o rs e b a c k  and he  was g ra z e d  
in  t h e e a r  lo b e .  He jo k in g ly  w ould show  h is  s c a r  and  s a y  
w h a t a  n a rro w  e s c a p e  th e y  h a d .  I n c id e n ta l ly ,  th e y  d id  
n o t g e t  ro b b e d  t h a t  d a y !
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m A fte r  w o rk in g  f o r  a  few  y e a r s  on th e  r a i l r o a d , he  w ent i n  
to  O ld M exico and w ork ed  in  th e  s i l v e r  m in es . L a te r ,  he 

- cam e to H a s k e l l ,  T e x a s , b u i ld in g  r o a d s ,  t a n k s ,  and  h a u lin g  
i  £T\ f r e i q h t  to A lb a n y , T e x a s . He h ad  h is  m u le s , h o r s e s , and

I f l i p i c a mpi ng  e q u ip m e n t and  he  and h is  men l iv e d  o u td o o rs  m ost 
o f  t h e  t im e . A young m anby th e  name o f  J .  R. J e n k in s  

May Pratt Stephens w o rk ed  f o r  h im . I t  was h e re  in H a s k e l l  t h a t  he m et Rosa
K elley  who h a d  come w ith  h e r  fa m ily  from  Winn P a r is h ,  

L o u is ia n a . T hey  w ere  m a rr ie d  on D ecem ber 16, 1889in H a s k e ll .  T hey  cam e W est to  f in d  a home 
b r in g in g  p a r t  o f  t h e r a i l r o a d  and d i r t  m oving e q u ip m e n t, w agons, m ules and h o r s e s .  Rosa d ro v e  
th e  wagon w h ic h  h a d  t h e i r  e a r th ly  b e lo n g in g s  su c h  a s b e d d in g , p o ts ,  p a n s , and  a few  c lo th e s  in ­
c lu d in g  a  w ash  p o t ,  a ru b  b o a rd  and tu b s .  T he ch u c k  box  was on th e  b a c k  o f  th e  w agon. My 
f a t h e r  d ro v e  th e  wagon w ith  e q u ip m e n t and a  young man b y  th en am e o f  B uddy A lsup  d ro v e  th e  
lo o se  m u les . As th e y  w ere  n e a r  M e rk e l, my m o th e r  was d r iv in g  th e  le a d  wagon and le a d in g  an 
o ld  g ra y  m are b e h in d  w ith  a bunch  o f  young m ules t r a i l i n g .  Young m ules w i l l  a lw a y s  fo llow  a 
m are and  fo rso m e  r e a s o n , I  co u ld  n e v e r  f ig u re  o u t w h y , th e y  p r e f e r  a g ra y  o n e . A nyw ay, th e y  
w ere  com ing a long  and a t r a i n  cam e up  on one s id e .  The t r a i n  p a s s e d  b u t  by  t h i s  t im e , th e  te a  
was s c a r e d  b y  th e  t r a i n  and th e y  began  ru n n in g . My m o th e r , b e in g  th e  ty p e  t h a t  w as n o t f re ig h  
te n e d  o f  a n y th in g , e x c e p t  a m ouce, h e ld  th e  team  s t r a i g h t .  T hey  p a s s e d  th e  t r a i n .  T he o ld  
m are t h a t  was b e in g  le d  w as n o t q u i te  a s  f l e e t  a s  th e  team  and was p u ll in g  b a c k , b u tru n n in g  as  
f a s t  a s  s h e  c o u ld . A ll o f  th e  young m ules w ere  a ls o  ru n n in g  and  b ra y in g , s ta y in g  as  n e a r  th e  
o ld  m are as  th e y  c o u ld . My m o th e r  s a id  t h e  lo o k  o f  am azem ent on th e  p e o p le 's  f a c e s  who w ere  
on th e  t r a i n  w as so m e th in g . T he team  ra n  u n t i l  th e y  w ere  t i r e d  and th e  t r a i n  w ent o n . No one 
was any  w o rse  o f f  f o r  th e  e s c a p a d e . The o ld  g ra y  m a r e 's  neck  was p r o b a b ly  s o re  and p e r ­
h a p s  th e y  m ade an e x t r a  m ile  t h a t  d a y .

W ild game was p le n t i f u l ,  su c h  a s  q u a i l ,  r a b b i t ,  c u r le w , p lo v e r ,  d o v e  and a n te lo p e . I t  was in  
F e b ru a ry  t h a t  th e y  cam ped  n e a r  F rank  G o o d 's  p la c e  s o u th w e s t  o f  G a il, som e tw e n ty - f iv e  m ile s . 
T hey  s p e n t  th e  w in te r  t h e r e ,  a s  g r a s s  and w a te r  w ere  p le n t i f u l .  T he Goods w ere  w o n d e rfu l 
n e ig h b o r s .  T hey  becam e good f r i e n d s .  My f a t h e r  b o u g h t a young h o r s e  from  M r. Good and name 
i t  F ra n k . At t h i s  t im e , p e o p le  w ere  ta k in g  up  c la im s  o r  b u y in g c la im s  from  o th e r  p e o p le .  My 
f a t h e r  b o u g h t a c la im  from  A r th u r  C o tte n . ( A r th u r  C o tten  was an o l d e r  b r o th e r  o f  D o ro thy  C ot-
t e n 's  f a t h e r . )  T hey  m oved t h e r e  in  th e  f a l l .  T h is  c la im  was S ec tio n  44, T -6 -N , 
f i f te e n  m iles  n o r th w e s t  o f  G a il. A f te r  l iv in g  in  a wagon a l l  o f  t h i s  t im e , my m o th e r  was r e a l  
h a p p y  a b o u t th e  h o u se , a s  i t  sem ed l ik e  a m ansion a t  t h a t  t im e , and a lo'fc o f  o th e r  p e o p le  l iv e d  
in  d u g o u ts . At t h i s  t im e , th e  c o u n try  was b e a u t i f u l .  G ra ss  was f in e  and s p r in g s  w ere  a l l  o v e r  
th e  c o u n try . My f a t h e r  b o u g h t S ec tion  43 from  M. F . R obinson , who l iv e d  in  C a l ifo rn ia .
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The r a in s  becam e s c a r c e  and  a  l o t  o f  th e  s p r in g s  d r i e d  up  and  w a te r  w as a  p ro b le m  f o r  many 
p e o p le . Some h a d  to  h a u l  w a te r  from  ta n k s  s e v e r a l  m ile s  a w a y . My f a t h e r  began  d ig g in g  w e lls  
fo r  w a te r  a s  many o th e r s  d i d .  Many d r y  h o le s  w e re  dug  b e fo re  f in d in g w a te r , w h ic h  so m etim es 
was a v e ry  s m a l l  am oun t. T hey  dug th e s e w e l ls  b y  h a n d , u s in g  a p ic k  and  s h o v e l  w ith  a p u l le y  
c o n s is t in g  o f  a  l a r g e  ro p e  and  a  h e a v y  b u c k e t  on a  w in d le s s , tu rn e d  b y  h a n d to  d ra w  th e  d i r t  up  
as i t  w as dug  b y  th e  man in  th e  w e l l .  T h isw a s  v e r y  h a rd  w ork  f o r  th e  one w ho d re w  th e  d i r t  
up as  w e ll  a s  t h e  one d o in g  th e  d ig g in g .O n e  o f  t h e  n e ig h b o r s  dug  a w e ll  and  h i s  w ife  h a n d le d  
th e  p u l le y .  She co u ld  l e t  him  dow n in  t h e  w e l l ,  b u t  d i d n ' t  h a v e  th e  s t r e n g th  to  p u l l  him  o u t .  
She lo w e re d  h is  w a te r  and  d in n e r  to  him  and  w hen n ig h t  cam e , my f a t h e r  w ould  go p u l l  him  oi> 
o u t. N e ig h b o rs  w ere  u s u a l ly  e a g e r  to  h e lp  e a c h  o t h e r .  Many o f  t h e e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  d i d n ' t  g e t  
w a te r  and th e y  w ould m ove o n . My f a t h e r ,  a f t e r  d ig g in g  w e lls  a l l  o v e r ,  found  som e w a te r ,  b u t  
i tw a s  n e v e r  p le n t i f u l .  W indm ills  w ere  w o n d e rfu l . A f te r  d ra w in g  th e  w a te r ,  th e y  w e re  a lu x u r y .

T h e re  w ere  fo u r  c h i ld r e n  b o m  to  Jam es and  Rosa P r a t t .  T hey  w ere  Tama (A ugust 5, 1 900 ), Jim  
( F e b ru a ry  22, 1904), Ruth (M arch  22, 1905 and May (D ecem b er 23m 1 908 ). A ll th e  c h i ld r e n  w ere  
b o m  in  th e  one room  h ouse  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  a m id w ife  e x c e p t  Tam a, who was b o m  in  G a il w ith  
th e  h e lp  o f  a  d o c to r .  Jam es and  Rosa b u i l t  an u p s t a i r s  on th e  h o u se , w ith  th e  s t a i r s  on th e  
o u ts id e  and t h i s  w as th e  o n ly  o u ts id e  s h e l t e r  a t  t h i s  t im e . When i t  cam e a r a in ,  ,u  f a t h e r  w o u l 
p u t th e  h a rn e s s  u n d e r  th e  s t a i r s .  T he u p s t a i r s  w as u se d  f o r  b e d ro o m s f o r  co m p an y , w h ic h  was 
o ften  in  th o s e  d a y s .  A f i r e p la c e  and  c o o k s to v e  w ere  u se d  f o r  h e a t in g . In 1909, th e y  b u i l t  a 
new h ouse  and h a u le d  th e  lu m b e r  from  S n y d e r  b y  wagon and  te a m .

My f a t h e r  r a i s e d  h o r s e s  and  m ules and  a ls o  a  few  c a t t l e ,  and  c le a r e d  o u t som e la n d  f o r  c u l t i v a ­
t io n . The m e sq u ite s  w ere  n o t so  num erous th e n .  The la n d  h ad  to  b e  g ru b b e d  b y  hand  and  i t  
was v e ry  h a rd  w o rk . At t h i s  t im e , t h e r e  w ere  o n ly  s m a l l  f i e l d s .  T hey  p la n te d  c o m , m aize , 
and cane f o r  l iv e s to c k  fe e d  and r a i s e d  a  few  b a le s  o f  c o tto b  w h ic h  w as p ic k e d  by  h a n d . I 
th in k  w hen I  w as a c h i l d ,  I  h a te d  to  p ic k  co tto n  m ore th a n  a n y th in g  t h a t  I e v e r  d i d .

The n e ig h b o rs  on th e  W est w ere  th e  S t r e e ts  w ho, in  th e  e a r ly  1900 ' s ,  h ad  b u i l t  a s m a l l  h ouse  
u n d e r  th e  c a p ro c k .  But a s  th e  w e lls  th e y  dug  w ere  e i t h e r  d r y  o r  d i d n ' t  f u r n i s h  much w arw e, 
th e y  m oved t h e i r  h o u se  tw o  m ile s  N o rth  w h e re  th e y  h ad  p le n ty  o f  w a te r .  I  d o n 't  re m e m b e r  wher 
th e y  l iv e d  u n d e r  th e  h i l l ,  b u t  re m e m b e r  h e a r in g  w h a t e x c ite m e n t i t  was to  move th e  h ouse  up  
th e  c a p ro c k .  T he n e ig h b o rs  cam e from  a l l  a ro u n d  to  move i t ,  w h ic h  th e y  d id  b y  p u tt in g  i t  on 
w agons. T he S t r e e ts  h a d  t h r e e  c h i ld r e n ,  B lan to n , O ra and Euna who a l l  becam e s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  
and many o f  t h e  c h i ld r e n  can r e c a l l  h a v in g  M r. B lanton and M iss O ra a s  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s .  B lanton 
m a rr ie d  L enora  R o b e rts  and th e y  b o th  ta u g h t  a t  s e v e r a l  s c h o o ls  a t  M esq u ite  and o th e r  a d jo in in g  
s c h o o ls .
T he Tom S m ith s  l iv e d  a b o u t 1 -1 /2  m ile s  South  f o r  a w h ile  and my m o th e r  aND M rs. S m ith  w ould 
v i s i t  b y  p u ll in g  th e  c h i ld r e n  in  t h e  l i t t l e  w agon. T h is  l i t t l e  wagon was v e ry  u s e fu l  a s  i t  was
u sed  f o r  many th in g s  b e s id e s  a to y .  T he S m ith s  m oved to  G a il w h e re  th e y  o p e ra te d  a h o te l .
The O rso n s , M a rle y s , Y orks and  T u rn e rs  l iv e d  South  and  S o u th w e s t. In th e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  th e  
f a m ilie s  g o t t h e i r  m a il a t  G a il. T hey  w ould  b r in g  e a c h  o th e r s  m a il, a s  th e y  d id  n o t a l l  go to  
tow n v e ry  o f te n . G ra n d fa th e r  O rson a ls o  cam e from  England  and he and my f a t h e r  h a d  many e n ­
jo y a b le  h o u rs  t a lk in g  a b o u t th e  o ld  C o u n try .

T he n e ig h b o rs  b u i l t  a  l i t t l e  one room sc h o o lh o u se  j u s t  on th e  r i s e  known a s  W est P o in t, South o f 
Buck Canyon C re e k . T h is  was u s e d fo r  C h u rc h  s e r v i c e s  a ls o .  T he t e a c h e r s  b o a rd e d  in  th e  hom es 
and u s u a lly  w ith  th e  fa m ily  w ith  th e  s m a l l  c h i ld r e n ,  s o th e y  cou ld  d r iv e  th e  h o r s e  and b u g g y .
The c h i ld r e n  w ho a r r e n d e d  t h i s  s c h o o l  w ere  th e  M a rle y , M a sse n g ill, T u rn e r , Doe H ow ell, G ra y , 
C a r ro l l  and P r a t t  C h i ld re n . T he t e a c h e r s  w ere  a l l  y o u n g g ir ls .  One o f  th e  e a r l i e r  ones was M iss 
Ray D oy le , who w as r a i s e d  in  B orden  County and  w as th e  f i r s t  t e a c h e r  f o r  th e  o l d e r P r a t t  C h i ld ­
r e n .  T he s c h o o l  was h e a te d  b y  a  b a c h e lo r  h e a te r ,  b u rn in g  w ood, and was h a u le d  b y  th e  p a tro n s
o f  th e  s c h o o l .  Som etim es th e  wood p i l e  g o t p r e t t y  low ! T he c h i ld r e n  e i t h e r  w a lk e d , ro d e  h o r s e ­
b ack  o r  w ent b y  buggy to  s c h o o l .  T hey  c a r r i e d t h e i r  d r in k in g  w a te r  from  hom e in  b u c k e ts  o r  
j a r s  AND THEIR DINNER ( lu n c h )  in  b u c k e ts .  We h a d  b e a n s , c o m b r e a d ,  b i s c u i t s ,  hom em ade l i g h t  
b r e a d ,  m eat in  w in te r ,  hom e canned  p e a c h e s ,  and  so m etim es f r i e d ,  d r ie d  p e a c h  p i e s .  (T h e  
P r a t t s  h a d  an o r c h a r d . )  The gam es th e  c h i ld r e n  p la y e d  w ere  "W olf O v er th e  R iv e r"  and  "Town 
B a l l" . ( We m ade o u r  own b a l l s  b y  u n ra v e l l in g  a  hand  k n i t  s to c k in g  and w ra p p in g  i t  r e a l  t i g h t
a round  a  r o c k ) .  The b a ts  w ere  u s u a lly  m ade from  p la n k s .  A r e a l  b a t  was so m e th in g ! W ealso 
p la y e d  " A n te -O v e r" . T h is  was done b y  c h o o s in g  s id e s  and g e tt in g  on o p p o s i te  s id e s  o f  th e  
s c h o o lh o u s e . The one who h a d  th e  b a l l  ( th e  one u se d  f o r  Town B a ll" )  w ould y e l l  "A n te-O ver"  
and th e  o t h e r  s id e  w ould  h o l l a r  b a c k  " o v e r " .  T he b a l l  w as th e n  th ro w n  and  i f  i t  was c a u g h t, 
th e  o th e r  s id e  w ould  ru n  a ro u n d  th e  h o u se  and ta g  a s  many o f  th e  o p p o n e n ts  a s  th e y  c o u ld .
T h is  w o u ld d e te rm in e  who won a s  th e  p l a y e r s  w ere  ta g g e d . O th e r  gam es w ere  "Red Line" and 
"Pop T he W hip".
By t h i s  t im e  , t h e  c o u n try  on th e  p la in s  w as b e in g  s e t t l e d  and  th e  m a il cam e to  o ld  T re d w a y . 
T h e re  was a ls o  a  3EXKXXX s c h o o la t  M e sq u ite . Th is  w as a l a r g e  one room s t r u c tu r e  t h a t  h ad  a 
p a r t i t io n  n e a r  t h e  m id d le  t h a t  w ould  open  and  c lo s e .  The s m a l le r  g r a d e s  w ere  in  one end  and 
th e  o ld e r  ones in  th e  o t h e r .  T h e rew a s  a  s ta g e  t h a t  w as u se d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  th in g s .  D if fe re n t d e ­
n om ina tions  w o r s h ip p e d  h e re  on S u n d ay . Som etim es in  th e  sum m er th e y  w ould h a v e  a l l  d ay  
p re a c h in g , s in g in g  and  d in n e r  on th e  g ro u n d . We w ere  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  t h i s  s c h o o l.

We fo u r  c h i ld r e n ,  Tam a, J im , Ruth and  May g rew  up  on th e  P r a t t  p la c e  in  Buck C anyon. The 
canyon and  c re e k  w ere  b o th  nam es f o r  an o ld  Buck d e e r  t h a t  m ust h a v e  l iv e d  in  th e  canyon , to o  
fo r  he  was a lw a y s  t h e r e .  My p a r e n t s ,  Rosa and Jam es P r a t t  l iv e d  th e re ,  u n t i l  h is  d e a th  in  1936. 
B i l l  S te p h e n s  and  I  h a d  m a rr ie d  on J a n . 1, 1927. We m oved to  th e  P r a t t  P la ce  and l iv e d  
th e r e  w ith  my m o th e r , to  c a re  f o r  h e r ,  f o r  m ost o f  h e r  l i f e .  She d ie d  in  1968.

* E d i t o r 's  N ote: The D oro thy  C o tten  m en tioned  in  t h i s  s to r y  i s  D oro thy  B row ne, y o u r  E d i to r .
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MORRIS MILLER, 83, od San A ngelo, a B orden County R an ch e r, p a s s e d  aw ay  O ct. 24, 1999. He 
w as b o m  in  Ozona, m oved to  B orden  County in  1933 to  jo in  h is  f a t h e r  in  r a n c h in g . He m ar­
r i e d  W illena W yatt in  1933. T h e i r  o n ly  c h i ld ,  M a rg a re t Ann d ie d  in  1993. He i s  s u rv iv e d  
b y  h is  w ife , a s i s t e r ,  M ild red  Bond o f  B ro o k esm ith  and many f r i e n d s .

C. C. NUNNALLY, 84, d ie d  O ct. 26, 1999 a f t e r  a good f ig h t  w ith  c a n c e r .  B om  A p r i l  2, 1915 
in  B orden  C ounty , he  g ra d u a te d  from  O 'D o n n e ll H igh S choo l and T ex as T ech  U n iv e r s i ty  in  1938. 
A U. S. Army V e te ra n , an a s s i s t a n t  County Agent in  C ro sb y  County from  1938-41 , and County 
Judge  in  B orden  County from  1953-71 . He m a r r ie d  F lo re n c e  C ow herd  in  1943. He w as a fa rm e  
and r a n c h e r  in  B orden  County and i s  s u rv iv e d  b y  h is  w ife , tw o  s o n s , B i l l  o f  C o lum bia , Mo. 
Don o f L e w is v i l le ,  a s i s t e r ,  A line  G iffin  o f  C a r r iz o  S p r in g s , 6 g r a n d c h i ld r e n  and 1 g r e a t .

OPAL KEY, 89, a  lo n g tim e  r e s id e n t  o f  S n y d e r  p a s s e d  aw ay  O ct. 30, 1999. She m a r r ie d  M ar­
v in  Key who d ie d  J a n . 4 , 1988. T hey  h ad  ra n c h in g  i n te r e s t s  in  B orden  C oun ty . A so n ,
W ayne, p re c e d e d  h e r  in  d e a th  and  s h e  i s  s u r v iv e d  b y  4 so n s , 15 g r a n d c h i ld r e n  & 19 G ra n d s .

CAROLYN FAYE CARLISLE STONE, 52, p a s s e d  aw ay  N ov. 19, 1999 in  a L ubbock  H o s p ita l  a f t e r  a 
long  b a t t l e  w ith  c a n c e r .  She w as b o m  in  M id land  and  m a rr ie d  J e r r y  S tone June 3, 1965 in  
P o s t . She was a r e s i d e n t  o f  B orden  County f o r  25 y e a r s .  She was a c t iv e  in  4-H p r o je c t s ,  
C ancer S o c ie ty , A m erican  H e a r t A sso c ia tio n  and was J u s t ic e  o f  th e  P eace  s in c e  1976. She was 
a c t iv e  in  T he J u s t ic e  o f P eace  A ssn , o f  T ex as  and s e r v e d  on many C o m m ittee s . S u rv iv o r s  
in c lu d e  h e r  h u s b a n d , h e r  p a r e n t s ,  a d a u g h te r ,  K r i s t i  C u r ru th e r s  o f  B u rn e t, a so n , C ody , o f 
San A ngelo, p e r  p a r e n ts  and  tw o  g r a n d c h i ld r e n .

FRANCES BENNETT, 83, o f  L u b b o ck , d ie d  D ec. 25, 1999 in  L u b b o ck . She w o rk ed  f o r  25 y e a r s  
in  th e  B orden  County S h e r i f f 's  O ff ic e . She a t te n d e d  G rad e  S ch o o l in  G a il and l a t e r  m a r r ie d  
M ilton B ennett who d ie d  in  1981. She i s  s u r v iv e d  by  tw o  s o n s . Wayne B ennett o f  C le b u rn e  
and Ronny B en n e tt o f  L u b b o ck , a  d a u g h te r ,  Sue Ganttjbf A lb u q u e rq u e , NM, a b r o th e r ,  D. R. 
Covey o f  S e a g o v il le ,  2 s i s t e r s ,  C la u d in e  A ynes & D oris  Selm an o f  G ra n b u ry , 6 g r a n d s , 8 g r e a t s .

MARY MITCHELL, 93, o f  W o lffo rth , p a s s e d  aw ay J a n . 1, 2000. B om  Ja n . 9 , 1909 in  G a il, s h e  
m a rr ie d  P in c k n ey  C oates M itc h e ll  on June 2, 1928 in  G a il . He d ie d  in  1986. She w as a g r a d ­
u a te  o f  B o rden  County H igh S ch o o l and  a tte n d e d  A b ilen e  B u s in e ss  C o lleg e . S u rv iv o r s  in c lu d e  
tw o d a u g h te r s ,  tw o  s o n s , 13 g r a n d c h i ld r e n  and  one g r e a t - g r e a t .

ALBERT GERVIS "BUD" MINNICK, 86, o f  A b ile n e , r e c e n t ly  p a s s e d  a w a y . We h a v e  JtJo f u r t h e r  
in fo rm a tio n . He was a fo rm e r  r e s i d e n t  o f  B orden  C oun ty .

BURL J .  BELEW, 83, p a s s e d  aw ay  J a n . 6, 2000 in  a S n y d e r  H o s p i ta l .  He w as a long  tim e  
r e s id e n t  o f  F lu v a n n a , b e in g  b o m  t h e r e  in  1916. He w as a f a r m e r  and w o rk e r  f o r  fa rm in g  i n ­
t e r e s t s  in  B orden  and  S c u r ry  C o u n tie s . ,  He' i s  s u r v iv e d  b y  h is  w ife , V irg in ia  and 2 s o n s ,
Denny o f  T ah o k a  and  Jo e  o f  F lu v an n a  and fo u r  g r a n d c h i ld r e n .

D. J .  DYESS, 96, o f  S p u r  p a s s e d
aw ay J a n . 6 , 2000. He was a b a r b e r  in  S p u r f o r  65 y e a r s .  Among h is  s u r v iv o r s  a r e  tw o 
s o n s , B i l l  o f  Waco and  Bob D y e ss , fo rm e r  C oach o f  th e  B orden  County F o o tb a ll  T eam . M r.
D. J .  D yess w as o f te n  se en  ro o tin g  f o r  T he B orden  County C o y o te s .

DORIS MELBA PEARCE BENNETT, 80, o f  S n y d e r  d ie d  J a n . 18, in  S n y d e r . B om  S e p t .  20,
1919 in  G a il, s h e  w as r e a r e d  in  B orden  County and  m a rr ie d  W illis  B en n e tt in  1942 in  G a il.
He p r e c e d e d  h e r  in  d e a th .  M rs. B en n e tt w as a r e c e p t io n i s t  a t  S c u rry  County S e n io r  Cen­
t e r .  She i s  s u r v iv e d  b y  a so n , K enneth  B en n e tt o f  G a il, a  b r o th e r ,  Delmo o f  A u stin n , and
4 g r a n d c h i ld r e n .

EDNA MAE DAVIS ADDISON, o f  S n y d e r  p a s s e d  aw ay  J a n . 15, 2000. B om  in  1928 a t  h o m e ,in  
B orden  C ounty , n e a r  K napp , s h e  m a r r ie d  F ran k  K e rb y , who d ie d  in  1978. She m a r r ie d  
C lis tu s  A dd ison  in  1988. She i s  s u r v iv e d  b y  h e r  h u s b a n d , tw o  d a u g h te r s ,  tw o  s te p - d a u g h te r s  
and w as a  c o u s in  o f  D oro thy  B row ne, y o u r  E d i to r .

SADIE ESTELLE LONGBOTHAM,8 2 , d ie d  F e b . 22, 2000 in  M id la n d . B om  in  F luvanna in  1917, 
s h e  w as a  s i s t e r  o f  M ary M itc h e ll  (See a b o v e ) .  She m a r r ie d  B e rn a rd  Longbotham  in  1936 an d  
l iv e d  in  S n y d e r . She w as a  bookkeepei^hnd  a c c o u n ta n t, w as a m em ber o f  T he D a u g h te rs  o f  th e  
A m erican  R ev o lu tio n , T he F i r s t  B a p t is t  C h u rch  and w ro te  a b o u t th e  H is to ry  o f  B orden  and 
S c u rry  C o u n tie s .

KARAN LYNN ROBINSON KEY, d ie d  A p r il ' 14, 2000. B om  in  S n y d e r , s h e  g rew  up  in  th e  Knapp 
Com m unity, g ra d u a te d  from  S n y d e r  H igh S ch o o l and T ex a s  T ech  and h a d  been  a t e a c h e r  a t  B o r­
den  County S ch o o l w h e re  s h e  w as a ls o  s p o n s o r  f o r  th e  c h e e r l e a d e r s .  She h a d  l iv e d  in  B orden 
County f o r  33 y e a r s .  S u rv iv o r s  in c lu d e  tw o  s o n s , B ric e  o f  G a il and G ran t o f  L u b b o ck , one 
d a u g h te r ,  R aylnn K i r k p a t r ic k  o f  P o s t ,  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  2 b r o th e r s  one s i s t e r ,  & 2 g r a n d c h i ld r e n .

P le a se  se n d  y o u r  $3 .00  p e r  y e a r  S d b s c r ip t io p n  to  THE BORDEN CITIZEN, GAIL, TX 79738. 
T h is  i s  th e  sam e p r i c e  a s  in  th e  1960 ' s .  A lso  we n eed  any a r t i c l e s  o r  s to r i e s  a b o u t G a il 
o r  B orden  C oun ty . P le a s e  h e lp  u s  k e e p  th e  C itiz e n  in  c i r c u la t io n .

Bo rd en ci ti ze n 
R e ce iv ed on: 06-06-£;000 
Texas Tech Un i v e r s i t y  
Li brarv
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FIRST PRIVATE FLIGHT — Agnes Sorrells, 102, took her first flight in a private plane 
this morning. Her granddaughter, Patti Barnes, and great-grandson, Mark Barnes, 
accompanied her. Weldon Key was the pilot. Local pilot Bob Stanfield was also on the 
flight Mrs. Sorrells has flown commercial airlines, but has never been up in a small air­
craft. Saturday will mark the third century she has lived in, and she has seen a wide v ari­
ety of transportation in her lifetime. (SDN Staff Photo)

Up and away at 102...
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AGNES von ROEDER SORRELL 
HAS BEEN A PART OF Knapp 
Com m unity a l l  h e r  l i f e .  She 
a ls o  h a s  been  a p a r t  o f th e  
MURPHY COMMUNITY. L iv ing  
a t  th e  e d g e  o f th e  tw o Com 
m u n itie s , b o th  w ere  p ro u d  
to  c la im  h e r  a s  t h e i r  ow n. 
Your E d i to r  h a s  known h e r  
th r u  a l l  t h e  y e a r s  and h a s  
been  p ro u d  to  c la im  h e r  as 
a f r i e n d .  D. Browne

Hope t h i s  c h e c k  w i l l  ta k e c a  
o f  a c o u p le  o f y e a r s  d u e s . 
We m iss th e  f in e  n e ig h b o rs  
in  B orden Co. I a lw a y s  en 
jo y  th e  BORDEN CITIZEN. 
Nancy T e lc h ik  E d w ard s  
A b ilen e , TX.

J u s t  w anted  to  l e t  you know 
t h a t  I am b a c k  in  M e d fo rd .
I s p e n t  8 m onths 30 m iles  
in  th e  C o u n try . I t  i s  beau  
t i f u l  b u t  I knew I  d id  n o t 
w ant to  l iv e  t h a t  f a r  from  
tow n . I  w ant to  g e t  th e  
"B orden  C it iz e n " , I en jo y  it 
LOIS GREATHOUSE JACKSON

WHEN I GET OLD 
When I g e t  o ld  and g e t in tc  
my seco n d  c h i ld h o o d , I t h i  
I ' l l  j u s t  l i v e  th e  f i r s t  one 
o v e r  a g a in . I 'v e  h e a rd  we 
do t h a t  a n y w a y .

I  w i l l  v i s i t  ag a in  th e  m in a tu re  canyon  w h ic h  b ro k e  th ro u g h  a s a n d s to n e  w a s te la n d . T h e re  w ere  
many funny e ro d e d  fo rm s  and o v e rh a n g in g  sa n d s to n e  le d g e s ,  c a v e s ,  c r e v ic e s  and s h e l t e r s .  I t  
was a f in e  w i ld c a t  h a v en  and th e y  knew i t .  I  lo v e d  to  go t h e r e .  One m orning when I was a 
l i t t l e  b o y , I  was r id in g  an o ld  p lu g  h o r s e  nam ed Sam.. We h ad  g o tten  o u t o f  s ig h t  o f  th e  hous 
and we w ere  e n te r in g  a co v e  in  th e  bend  o f  th e  m ounta in . H ere we in te r r u p te d  th e  p la y  o f 
fo u r  l i t t l e  h a lf -g ro w n  w i ld c a ts .  P an ic  s e iz e d  them  and th e y  took  o f f  a t  t h e i r  b e s t  s p e e d  towa.i 
th e  m ountain a few  h u n d re d  f e e t  a w a y . Our y e l l s  h a d  no ca lm ing  e f f e c t  on them  w h a te v e r  b u t 
on ly  seem ed  to  s p e e d  th e m . Up, up  and up th e  m o u n ta in s id e  th e y  s c ra m b le d  w ith  l i t t l e  c a s ­
c a d e s  o fi3 g r a v e l  and s m a ll  s to n e s  ro l l in g  down th e  s te e p  s lo p e  b e h in d  th e m . I w a tch ed  them  
u n t i l  th e  fo u r  l i t t l e  w i ld c a ts  d i s a p p e a re d  o v e r  th e  r im  o f  th e  m ounta in .

I w i l l  s ta n d  ag a in  on a b r i l l i a n t  d a y  and w a tch  th e  b l^ k  c loud  com ing up from  th e  S ou th , a 
c loud  t h a t  cam e on and on N orthbound  u n t i l  i t  e x te n d e d  to  th e  h o riz o n  in  th e  South and in  th e  
N o rth , w ith  som e s k y  sh o w in g  low in  th e  E a s t  and in  th e  W est. I t  was a f l i g h t  o f  b i r d s ,  
and I  n e v e r  saw  i t  r e p e a te d  o r  h e a rd  o f  i t  a g a in .
I w i l l  r e v i s i t  my o ld  b o y h o o d  p (layground w h ic h  was a h a lf  County from  M ushaw ay to  th e  C ap- 
ro c k  in  th e  W est. I  w i l l  w a tch  th e  g r e a t  c a t t l e  h e rd s  and l i s t e n  to  th e  s in g in g  and c u rs in g  
o f th e  cow boys and r i d e  a long  w ith  e a c h  one a s  i t  p a s s e s  th ro u g h  my C o u n try . I w i l l  w atch  
th e  c o w b o y s , p i s to l s  s t r a p p e d  down a long  t h e i r  h ip s ,  a s  th e y  s a t  and w a tc h ed  from  th e  p o rc h  
o f  th e  H o te ls  in  G a il.

I w i l l  w a tch  th e  la n d  r u s h e s  as  new com ers t r i e d  to  g e t  a fo o th o ld  in  t h a t  v a c a n t  l a n d .  I w il l  
l iv e  a g a in a l l  th e  m em ories o f my c h i ld h o o d .  I  w i l l l iv e  aga in  th o s e  e x c i t in g  l a s t  te n  y e a r s  
o f th e  c a t t l e  e m p ire s ,  w h ic h , p r a c t i c a l l y  s p e a k in g , w ere  ALSO THE LAST TEN YEARS OF THE 
NINETEENTH CENTURY. G e e !!!  WRITTEN BY ARTHUR PRINCE.
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