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Amendment ' By W. Sherman

Amend the Report of the Committee on Education, Article VII,

by striking all below the proposing c]ause.and substituting:

"That there be a new article on education to read:

ARTICLE VII
EDUCATION
SUPPERT OF FREE PUBLIC SEROOLS: A generai diffusion
of knowledge being essential to the preservation of the
liberties and rights of the people, the legislature shall pro- -
vide for a system of free public schools through the secondary
level that will furnish each individual equal educational

opportunity."
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Per Student Basis

.
.

By RICK FISH

2 Capitol Staff

. " Constitutional Convention
delegates voted
overwhelmingly Wednesday
te continue the distribution of
a $4 million school fund on a
per student Dbasis, despite
arguments that it would be

given to schools on the basis

of need. -
"The action came on an
amendment by Sen. Pete
Snelson of Midland to the
report of the convention
Education Committee. The
donvention has been working

th_at report for three days
now. ,

* Spelson - and others,
an’ludtng Education
Committee chairman Dan
Kubiak, ameénded the
Education Committee report

to- Continue the present “‘per:

scholgstic”  per student
distribution of part of the
Available School Fund.

. That fund, derived from
income of - state land
dedicated to.the Permanent
School Fund, is first used to

buy textbooks and other
instructional materials.

The $4.4 million remaining,
said Snelson and friends,
should be distributed to
schools on the basis of their
scholastic population.
Statewide, that amounts to
some $2.30 per student.

Sen. Ron Clower of
Garland objected. “This will

continue to appropriate the

Available School Fund on the
basis of a
formula rather than on the
basis of the needs of our
school children.”

“What we ought to do is
send it where it’s needed,”
said Clower.

Snelson told delegates that

the fund “belongs to all the
school children of the state”
and ought to be distributed
equally to them. :

Convention delegates first
defeated Clower’s motion to
table the amendment,. then
approved the amendment
itself, 106 to 55.

Later in the Wednesday
afternoon session, Sen. Oscar

mechanical _

Dou gherty)

Mauzy argued unsuccessfu]ly"
~ that

the language dealing
with county school funds
ought to be stricken from the
constitution. i

Mauzy -said th funds_
:produced frmn county lands -
‘dedicated to. local, schoo[s‘,,
more’ than a hundred years.

ago, are administered by

g comnﬁssmners and
-~ not by school officials. . -

- 4‘They have no. moenuve‘to :
'make the funds produce,

smce the
revenue fmm coumy school

=l nds' s dedlcatecl from the

cou.nty
fouri‘-a'tson

In ‘one.county, saxd Méuzy,

3 less 'than_ on&tenth ~of one

County;

,__accordung to his figures an’
investment of $928,000 eamned
=Sen_Don Qdams said that SR e

Blcentenmal :

school
is

'delegates Wednfsday. They

'.1 voted 93

Thursday, February 21, 1974

to 66 to give
~Houston  Rep.  Senfronia
Thompson more time to

re-draw Pl .an

“anti-discrimination ~ article _
she is backing that was
questioned by Atmmey
General John Hill.” S

* They. also demded to hoid"
off until they reconvene at .
1:30 p.m. Thursday to vote

_on a provision establishing
__school
k& _community college districts,

districts and

Delegates got hung _,up
Thursday ~ on - language
-+ granting authonty to those
dlstrlcts {tq enrich -~ their

Talk Frlday _

"Beverly Sheffield, Director
of the .City of - Austin’s

_ Bi-Centennial Affairs Office,

will speak to the Austin
Society ‘for * Public
Adm1mstratmn at their noon
luncheon, Friday at the Villa
Capri-Regency Room.’ :
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Witness Oplnlons Vary
On Prlvate School Aid

"f;tStafanter L
Just  what  should . ,.bé
. prohibited 'tinder sepaﬁ'qpon
. of church , and sk tﬁ.
: regardmg aid to nonq?ﬂbfm

schools, is being considered j,i_” ice,
by the Education Cﬂmmﬁtee s

;-‘ of the Const;tuuon

" Sorhé

" requested that state aid to

* religious
! 'schools be prohibited below
' 'the college level, but that it
~ be allowed under certain
| circumstances at the college

qualtzétmn Grantg. whlch
are gqu‘ to needy'?tudents ;

¥

W]tnesses have sald,,»ls* the

I1feblood of the’ rehgio}éfa*f\ 8

prwate col[eges and’ wotild

' nean gréat financial losses.,
and ~ proprietary .*

Others have pointed out that
the grants are only $600 a
year, whereas it takes’ about
$1.400 a year from the state
to educate a student in public

"'i,he 5choo “of meir
: A “the 'Texas  State ~Tedchers™
Association

_ members,

colleges '

Sarid’ universities.

existing« “aws “'and “'would

 Therefore, it has been said, "' prohibit-school districts from ’s

the grants actualty save
state money.. Sl i
; However *bther witnessns, :
including mpmsentativ&s ‘ot

who spoke
 Tuesday, have _asked that
aftd "state :aid to- religious

)

« yschiool ad ;g

mean abollshmg at lea&t 29

% cohf,factlng “with “private - T
* firfis ™ for services such” as*‘-?A

Spe’Cial teaching for ~ deaf,

3 blmdi mentally retﬁrded and

embhonarry disturbed ‘=
childrerl i e :
A numbér‘" bf Educanon?

| Comttiitee " Mmembers’are |
chols, ” bath. at the’ 'pub[m

conﬁidering ’ deleting” the '
section entu‘ely from the
Constitution’ and' relying on
the " federal Constitution and
“the Texas Bill of nghts for

probably “would - direction.

Other  members  are
concerned that such things
as the tuition grants and the:
school contracts be
maintained. Reép.  Doyle
Willis of Fort Worth explains
the tuition grants as a sort of
G.I. Bill which give aid to
the students, not the schools.

“A lot of public colleges .

" dre now full. If we do away

with  these grants, the
studénts would have to go to

. state schools and we would

be forced to build nev.

~ buildings,” he said.

“The purpose of these
provisions are to prohibit
indoctrination of children
with religious ideas before .
they've had a chance to
make up their minds. But
when a child is in college, he

- has already decided. These
| grants

help the student

: become a better producer

which  eventually brings

money back to the state,”

according to Rep. T.H.

McDonald of Mesquite.

Rep. Frank Madla of 5an
Antonin has proposed that
the phrase ‘except for public
purposes” be added to the
section to allow elasticity to

future legislatures.
/),)’




Tax Plaﬁ

May Stir .
Displg/ef/;f

Capitol Staff

A proposed design plan for
estimating market value of
Texas scheol district
property is expected to stir
controvéersy at a legislative
property  tax committee
meeting Monday.

Jim McGrew of the Texas
Research . League  will
preset the plan at an 8:30
am. session of the
committée on the highway |
department first floor
conference room. ’

. :Rep. Luther Jones of El
Paso said he plans 10
criticize the plan and the
Reséarch League’s
. “relationship  with = state
government.”

”~




Commission, ‘Super Board’

1 20/72¢

- Education Committee
Studying 2 Proposals

By JANE FRIES
Staff Writer
Two proposals —
advocating a “‘super board”
to govern all education and
the other an educational
review commission — are
being prepared by ‘two
members of the Education
Committee of the
Constitutional Convention. -

The *super board” idea, :
which already ' has drawn.

strong opposition from one
member of the Texas
Association of School Boards,
is being proposed by Rep.
- George Preston of Paris.

Rep. R.B. McAlister of
Lubbock is proposing the
formation of an educational
review commission, which
among other things would be
mandated to do a
comprehensive study every
0 years of education.

The ‘“super board,”
wccording  to  Preston, s
weeded to bring together all
he  various  types  of
ducation — public schools,
igher education, vocational
aining, technical training,

d soon.

‘At present there are too

ny little baliwicks which

wody can get to,” he said.

‘he delegate proposes a

etary of Education who
d report to an elected
1. The board, he said,
i have control of all
tional programs in the
including barber and
netology.
_An  important area of
concern which could be
corrected with such a board,
according to Rep. Preston, is
the area of teacher training.
Through such a board, he
said, the training could be
coordinated to the benefit of
all concerned.
Preston admitted thus far

he has little support on the-

Statf Photos
GEORGE PRESTON
Proposes “super board”

committee for such a
proposal, but he is hopeful
thar as the convention
progresses, his support will
Brow.

During testimeny before
the committee this week,
Will Davis, president of the
Austin School Board and vice
president ol the Texas
Association of School Boards,
said he felt the association
would be very opposed to the
idea.

He said he would hate to
have to fight to get problems
of - kindergarten children

Austinite’s Son

Takes Grant.

Dr. Robert Laibovitz, son
of Louis Laibovitz of 4614
Madrona, has received an
appointment  through  the
Wilmer Institute for a
one-year fellowship in
Retinal Vascular Service at
Johns Hopkins Hospital.

Dr. Laibovitz, who now is
serving his residency at Case
Western Reserve in
Cleveland, Ohio,

R.B. McALISTER

Wants review commission

placed on an agenda with
Texas colleges and
university problems.

Rep. McAlister proposes
that the delegates make it
constitutionally  mandatory
that a group be appointed
every 10 years to do a
complete  study of Texas
education.

“We're having a revolution
in our teaching methods," he
said. “No one group since
Gov. John Connally has
taken a good look at our
educational process.”

He proposes that the group
— to be made up of a
cross-section of the
population — do a complete
study, do an evaluation and
finally make recommend-
ations to the legislature and
governor.

McAlister said there are
new teaching methods being
tried all over the state and
the country. If Texans want
to be on top in education,
they have to know what is
going on, what are the
problems and what can be
done, he said.
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