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Amendment By W. Sherman 

Amend the Report of the Committee on Education, Article VII, 

by striking all below the proposing clause and substituting: 

"That there be a new article on education to read: 

ARTICLE VII 

EDUCATION 

SUPPORT OF FREE PUBLIC SCHOOLS: A general diffusion 

of knowledge being essential to the preservation of the 

liberties and rights of the people, the legislature shall pro- -

vide for a system of free public schools through the secondary 

level that will furnish each individual equal educational 

opportunity." 

.. 
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1School Funds DiS 
,BY RICK FISH 

Capitol Staff 
• · constitutional Convention 
d:elegates. voted 
overwhelmingly Wednesday 
te continuJ the distribution of 
.t $4 million school fund on a 
per student basis, despite 
a:rguments that it would be . 
given to schools on the basis _ 
qfneed. 
f The action . came on an 
amendment by Sen. Pete 
S,nelson of · Midland to the 
~port of the convention 
Education Committee. The 
convention has been workf11g 
on: ~t·:report for three days 
riow. -. . , ., . 
-~ Soelimn ·-:,,) and others, 
i:n <;Jµ°d in g Education 
Committee chairman Dan 
Kubiak, a ·m ended the 
Education Committee report 
to~ cortiinue the present "per 
-~chol¥tic" pe_I student 
distribution of part of the 
Available School Fund. 
~ That fund, derived from 
income _of · state ' land 
dedicated to . the Permanent 
~chool Fund, is first used to 

0 

buy textbooks and other 
instructional materials. 

The $4.4 million remaining, 
said Snelson and friends, 
should be distributed to 
schools on the basis of their 
s c h o I a ~ t i c population. 
Statewide, that amounts to 
some $2.30 per student. 

Sen. .Ron Clower of 
Garland objected. "This will 
continue to appropriate the 
Available School Fund on the 
basis of a mechanical 
formula rather than on the 
basis of the needs of our 
school children." 

"What we ought to d_o is 
send it where it's needed," 
said Clower. . 

Snelson told delegates that 
the fund "belongs to all the 
school children of the state" 
and ought to be distributed 
equally to them. 

Convention delegates first 
defeated Clawer's motion to 
table the amendment, . then 
_approved the amendment 
itself, 106 to 55. 

Later in the Wednesday 
afternoon session, Sen. Oscar 
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Witne,·ss> Opi,ni0n,s :Vary · 
. Ori· ·Pi-i\t.at'e:·~::~SCh.o.01' Aid.··. 
~: ~::-~ .J~.!RIE~J~~-; . le~e!-;,~ Uildef'/~~ ;~;k~~;·ryt·.f,. c()lleges

01liiirtct} unlvmities:"
1
\it~xt~l l~{"~) i~< ~ian?~~~ould , ,:, 

, ;,_,,~~.~f\rter 1:; .(1, ~clns_!~~tio~f:fi~\~la~~~a~ lt1 Therefore, it ,,has been sald;«\~:prbhjB!,t; ~.~~~1'-~stri~J ':°!11 ·!~ 
·. Ju~t. w?a:t'..!' shoul~ ': ,Jf,: I a p p f:ol .e· 'ifir ~ :j ,H,1~illi1'..' -the .. grants 1 ,,actllally · save , co!titip!ffi?,, f w\th "';~Pi_'iV~te }tr. 
, proh1b1ted tlnpey sepi j\~\o

1
W., Jquall~ijon Gran(.s· : ... ~J:iit~, !· state tnone~!11

•~t t i ~ri ' wr>. : . firiifS-:~Jor services-_ such 
I 

as'~ 
! of . c~~h- \~J!(and .. \~fl!.~\ ·Jrit &l~MP..· tc, ~ f\1~de~~ ~ .. 1tdwevef,llf8t?~rrlwttnes$~ ;)8,•"' spe't,i_aW ~each~g . /of• deaf~,~~ 
; regardm,g aid ,.to honipJ,bf!f J to' USe\Jf.~¢''s'ch~)Siof'tpeir')l't lncluding~'~presentatlv~ ·~8t~, ... bl\Ht'if fi:,ent~t11;.~ ~ rded a11r ·1 .. 
:- !Schools, ls"bei_ng con~~7')~ . ~:eholfe4;JJf},-~ , __ ,,_r "'":~•- '"t:---thr ·Texas'." State ·1teachers7. ,e r 'd,t_i ~;P r t') f''.~~~r:~aj ~ 
\ \by th~ i§~ucatt~ 9w~!\r l , This m O i~li 1;.;.~!:le ' . Association,' wh9 ' s~ke •c~ildreH:,,• if~ ·r, .: ~ '.;,: , ~ 
! .of the. Gons·,tp.u,.tJ19n, . '-witnesses have"satd;, IS~;the . ,ruesday, . have .. asked •that ·t ! ). rtwnMF~-br ·E<filcatlort'~1. 
: _ 1_Conv~iti,oo: {!'.:J~J?C'4~ liteblo&i of th'e\i fr~~dfi_ f :IIJ11:~sta'te:-'atif~ti>·,rellgibus." ' ~ Cohtrttlttee

1

:,·members'~i,l.iifftrl • 
j , some " ' iithesses·'"' H1l. 'p1ivale.,i. ·colleges , cinfftwoufd "'~J: scfi;1o1s~:4~ ·.a1 : ffief,·pub\ic ~ . cdriMtlerlrif "v ~el~ting a Uie"

1 

,. ,re~u~sted that ,_state ~id to -~ ;htean grea,t .fi~anci~l l~_ssestj ·~t 41\~,-~,a\J1¥11tj~f~~~fel~~ ~i-' se_c,tlo~ ': ,entftely frd~ the·.:: 
:' religious_ and . ~ropnetary ~ Others have pointed out thaf ,., pro,~1,ti_'1te&~ _,:.,:i;~--~:' '. .;)7r,~~~,:: Con~-tttuhon.1 ati:l .relymg .on , 
:· :schools 1Je· proh1b1ted belo~ the grants _ate. only~ a,~ -~.u:~:j,-a_j[ ~ rt~,,.~,\~~~;,~) th~-~f~~era1 ~st(tUtibn and . 
, the college level, but that 1t year, whereas It takes··about,': · accortfmg~.:f.•.tl'.) t. co)111lUttee·•i <,: thl'! Texas Btl) of RiMts -for · 
; be allowed under certain $1,400 a year fr~m the state \ . mefuberS, ·"probably, ''.'would ,. , " dir~ctlon. ·, '

1 
'I ·P • ,, ,. 

1 

' 

i circumstances at the college to educate a student in public ' mean abolishing-Ji.~:-Jeast· 29 1 
. ·other . members ' are 

' '• "'$,'. '·• ;:..,> r - ., •\• ' • · · · concerned that such things 

,, 

as the tuition grants and the · 
i school c o n t r a c:: t s be 

maintained. Rep. Doyle · 
Willis of Fort Worth explains 
the tuition grants as a sort of 

, G.T. ' Bill which give aid to 
the students; not the schools. 

"A lot of public colleges . , 
a.re now full. If we do away 
with these grants, the 
students wciuid have to go to 
state schools and we would 
be forced to build new 
buildings/' he said. r ' 

"The purpose of these 
provisions are to prohibit 
indoctrination · of children 
with religious ideas before . 
they've had a chance to 
make up their minds. But 
when a child is in college, he 
has already decided. These 
grants help the student 
become a better producer 
which eventually brings 

. money back to the st~te," 
accordirlg to Rep. T.H. 
McDonald of Mesquite. 

I 

I 

Rep. Frank Mad.la of San 
Antonio has proposed that 
the phrase "except for public · D 
purposes" be added to tlie 
section to allow elast1c::ity to 1 

future legislatures. 



Tax Plan-

~:;W}/2./ 
Capitol Staff 

A proposed design plan for 
estimating mark~t value of 
Texas school d i s t r i c t 
property is expeded · to stir , I 
controversy at a legislative 
property tax committee . 
meeting Monrlay. I 

Jirn McGrew of the Texas 

1 Research . Leagut_ will 
preset th~ plan at an 8: 30 I 
a.m. session of the , 
·committee on the highway I 
d epartment first floor 
c01:iference room. , 
: Rep. Luthe; Jones •bi El · \ 

Paso saici" ' he plans to 

criticize the plan and the 'l 
Research Leag'ue's 

, "relationship with stale 
governm.ent." · . \ 



Commission, 'Super Board' · 1/ 2,_,c:>/7/·/ 
Education Co01Inittee 

t, . J ~ 

Studying 2 Pro_posals· 
By JANE FRIES 

Staff Writer 
Two proposals one 

advocating a "super board" 
to govern all education and 
the other an educational 
review commission - are 
being prepared by ·two 
members of the 'Education 
C o m m i t t e e of the 
Constitutional Convention. · 

The "Super board" idea; 
which - already' · has ' drawn. 
strong opposition from · one 
member of the Texas 
Association of School Boards, 
is being proposed by Rep. 
George Preston of Paris. 

Rep. R.B. McAlister of 
Lubbock is proposing the 
formation of an educational 
review commission, which 
among other things would be 
mandated to do a 
-:omprehensive study every · 
0 years of education. 
, The "super board," 
iccording to Preston. is 
1eeded to bring together all 
he vanous types of 
ducat10n - public schools, 
,igher education, vocational 
·aining, teclmical traimng, 
1d so on. 
'Af present there are too 
ny little baliwicks which 
,ody can get to," he said. 
lie delegate proposes a 
etary of Education who 
d report to an elected 
t The board, he said, 
l have control of all 
,tional programs in the 

including barber and 
.11etology. 

An important area of 
concern which could be 
corrected with such a board. 
according to Rep. Preston. is 
the area of teacher training. 
Through such a board , he 
said, the training could be 
coordinated to the benefit of 
all concerned. 

Preston admitted thus far 
he has little support on the. 

~tall Photo, 

GEORGE PRESTON 
Proposes "super board" 

committee for such a 
proposal, but he is hopeful 
that as the convention 
progresses, his support will 
grow. 

During testimony before 
the committee this week, 

. Will Davis, president of the 
Austin School Board and vice 
president of I.he Texas 
Association of School Boards, 
said he felt the association 
would be very opposed to the 
idea. 

He said he would hate to 
have to fight to get problems 
of kindergarten children 

Austinite's Son 
Takes Grant. 

Dr. Robert Laibovitz, son 
of Louis Laibovitz of 4614 
Madrona, has received an 
appointment through the 
Wilmer Institute for a 
one-year fellowship in 
Retinal Vascular Service at 
Johns Hopkins Hospital. 

Dr. Laibovitz, who now is 
sP.rving his residency at Case 
W e s t e r n Reserve in 
Cleveland, Ohio, 

R.B. McALISTER 
Wants review ~ommission 

placed on an agenda with 
Texas co 11 e g es and 
university problems. 

Rep. McAlister proposes 
that the delegates make it 
constitutionally mandatory 
that a group be appointed 
every 10 years to do a 
co mplete study ol Texas 
education. 

"We're having a revolution 
in our teaching methods," he 
said. "No one group since 
GM". John Connally has 
taken a good look at our 
educational process." 

He proposes that the group 
- to be made up of a 
c r o s s -s e c t i o n of the 
population - do a complete 
study, do an evaluation and 
finally make recommend­
ations to the legislature and 
go,·emor. 

McAlister said there are 
new teaching methods being 
tried all over the state and 
the country. If Texans want 
to be on top in education, 
they have to !mow what is 
going on, what are the 
problems and what can be 
done, he said. 

/ 
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I 
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